
The Omega DA Keyer

With the advent of incentive licensing, lots
of our long time phone operators are coming
to the realization that C\V is a necessary
evil. It is more than coincidence that the 75
meter round tables seem to drop in num­
bers when the WIAM code broadcasts are
scheduled to begin. For some, the retu rn to
CW is a temporary thing and simply a
means to the end of achieving the higher
class license. For others, it is a discovery
that CW can b e fun after all. For the
straight key mall or the "bug" artis t, the dis­
covery of automatic keyin g: can mean the
difference between fun and a chore. Once
maste red , the Omega DA keyer provides
the maximum in fun .

The DA keyer is a fully automatic solid­
state device using integrated circuits, tran­
sistors, and d iodes where each will perform
the job b est . It requires no external con­
nections except to the transmitter key termi­
nals. It can be operated from a variety of
power sources, but the DA-3 optiona l power
supply will provid e the most reliable source
and should be considered , especially b y the
CVV operator who will be using the keyer
regularly. This option permits the operator
to borrow 6.3 volts from the receiver or a
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small filament transformer. Internal b atteries
or an external DC power source can b e
used with good success.

The keying is also versa tile . The DA can
b e used with a straight key for non-auto­
matic sending, or with any type paddle you
prefer. For perfect C\V the use with a
squeeze type p addle is the best method.
The instruction manual which accompanies
the device gives full instructions for learn­
ing the squeeze method of sending. This
requires a few hours of practice but the
end result is perfect code every time.

Squeezing the two paddles together pro­
duces alternate dashes and dots. To produce
the letter C, you squeeze the two paddles
with a slight advance to the dash pad dle
and th e letter is automnttcallv formed . In­
sertion of either a clash or dot is easily
accomplished . To form a letter F , merely
squeeze the dot side and insert the dash at
the appropriate time. This may sound terri­
bly complicated on paper, but in practise
it is a matter of playin g with the DA kcver
for a short time until you have mastered the
technique . If you are accomplished with
either a b ug or another type of keyer, the
transition is an easy one and you can simply
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continue your present system of motion , but
some characters are so much easier to send
using the squeeze method that the time re­
q uired to learn the new technique is well
worth the effort.

The DA has a built in monitor which is
extremely pleasant to listen to as it is not
a perfect sine wave output. T his should re­
duce fatigue for the contes t operator who
has to listen to the monitor for hours on
end . Volume and tone are completely ad ­
justab le.

The DA keyer is ad justable from 6 to 60
words per minute and should satisfy all the
requirements of any CW operator. The gap
and tension adjustments are internal, but
are easily made, and , once the proper ad­
justment is made, it remains stab le.

I began with a hand key, gradua ted to a
bug, and have used a variety of automatic
keyers from home brew to the more soph is­
ticated com mercial ones. The DA is a dream.
The only problem is with automatic perfect
keying, the characteristic "first" is disap­
pearing from the C\V hands. T ime was when
one could tune across a CW band and recog­
nize a CW signal like one can identify a
voice. These days, we all have the same
voice on C\V and I have to listen to the calls
to fin d old friends. However, once I find
them, copy is much easier.

Specifications:
Speed ro!lnge: 6-60 Words per minute.
Output: Reed Relay, 250V, 3A, 50 waH maximum
ratings. Power Requirements : Internal Batteries (.30
WaHs or 10-14 vue @ ). 100 mA (intermittent).
or 6.3 VAC @ 1/4 A (requires DA-3 optio n).

$85.00 Wired and Tesfed. Om eg a Electronics Co.
10463 Roselle St., San Diego , Calif. 92121

RTTY PRINTERS
S ecial Sale!

-:a;iii=: M ODEL 31-A m a de byII Teletype Corpo rat io n.
Model 28 type k eyboard .
Weighs u nder 20 p ounds .
Uses s tandard 5/32" t a p e .
Built-in end of lin e ind i­
cator f o r working w ith
page p rint e r s. V e r y small,
very lig h t. A C-DC motor .
See p age 34-35 of HAM_

":::::::::.::...~ RTTY fo r descr ip t ion of
Idl ~_ oJ t h is r a r e model.

Just a few available. $74.50 FOB.
RADIO BOOKSHOP

Peterbarough. New Hampshire 0345B

MARCH 1968

THE DURA TOWER
Designed specifically

for the Radio Amateur
o 30, 40, 50 Foot Tilt Up Towers.

o 60, 70, 80 and 90 Foot Tilt Over
Towers.

o All Models Self Supporting .

o All Welded Construction Using 55,000
PSI Heavy Wall Steel Tubing.

o Will Support Any Ouad Or Tri Band
Beam.

o Completely Interchangeable Parts­
Start with a 30 Foot Tower and Add
On Up to 90 Feet Using All Parts Pur­
chased.

Buy direct and save
a lot of money.

Write Dura Towers Sales
Box 322, Angola. Indiana 46703

for complete drawings and
literature.

MORE GIANT BREAD SLICERS
EFJ # 152.852, dua l 26 to 290 pi, 4500 v , 5112"
wide , 7112" hig h, lllh" long, pl us %" an d 1112 "
for d ua l 1/"," threaded shaft, one has rig ht e nqle
drive. (8 lBS) . NEW . _._.__$ 8.50

EFJ # 152·504, d ua l 37 to 305 pi, 7000 v , 5%"
wid e, 51h " high, 16%" long plus 3PI" & Ph" for
d ual 'f", " sholfts, one hes right ang le d rive. (1 0
lBS). NEW ._ _.. _.._ _ _._ _$1 0 .00

C ARDWEll, 35 to 101 3 pf, 3500 v. 5%" wid e, 3112"
high , IPh" lo ng , p lus 2" for thread ed 3Ja" shaft.
BRAND NEW . (8 lB S). 4 for $25.00 $ 6.50

Printed Circuit Boards. 8%" x 6112" doubl e clad
cop per (copper pla ted on both sid es) on fiber
qlass, moln y sma ll hol es d rilled , for mounting
parts. I lh lB S) . BRAND NEW. 4/ $2 .60 _........ 69c

All or<!cu, except in emergency, or I ' m at a hamfest .
~ hl l>pcd same da y rece ived. rror tree "GOODU~" sheet. send
self -addressed, stamped enve ] o]Hl--l' I-, ~:ASE, I 'LEASJ·; Incl ude
~ 1Jfflclent for noetage, any excess returned with orde r. I carry
priva te (T ravelers j parcel \loSl insurance for domestlc parcel
nes t. F or items too heavy. or too lar/{e for parcel post,
I sug/{est h ilS pa rcel expecas. Please ad vise namo of bus line,
and city. where )'OU ean pIck up the shipm ent.
Can adian c ustom{'rs~PJ~KASE add suffi cien t for nostaae-c­
$1.00 firs t two pounds. 30e add itional round or fraction.

B C Electronics
Telephone ]12 CAlumet 5-22]5

2333 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
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