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I had the Pickering Keyboard Keyer on
my opera ting desk when an RTTY friend
came in . " Don't you have to push FIGS to
get numbers and punctuation and then
LTRS to un shif't ?" he asked, forgetting that
I didn 't even o wn a printing unit. "No," I
said, " th is is for CW." "Then how do y ou
send the dits and dahs?"

The Pickering Keyer is a fas cinating unit
that elimina tes the mental gymnastics of
transla ting letters into Morse code sounds.
Lightly touching any o f the glare-free but­
tons, eve n for an instan t, will produce the
Morse representation o f the character. All
letters, numbers, p unctuation , and ham pro­
ced ure signs fAR , BT, SK . .. ) are self-co m­
pleting o nce they have begun. For example ,
to send CQ, just touch C and then Q.
Unfortu nately . there is no memory for
letters as there is for a dit o r dah in
conventio na l keyers . While the C is playing,
the Q should be held down. This Keyer will
co mple te the C, inse r t the correct between­
le tte rs space, and then it will send the Q .
Longer words can be sen t by touching the
firs t letter and while it is being sent, hold the
seco nd. Once the seco nd has begun , move
your finger to the third and hold until it
begins, and so on. Letter spacing is auto­
matic; word spacing is up to the sender.

Obvio usly it is necessary to be familiar
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with a typewriter keybo ard and a k nowledge
o f touch typing is an asset. Knowled ge of
CW is still necessary to know when to move
fingers from letter to letter. Since so me
letters are sho rte r than o thers, at higher
speeds you have to be qu ick. The speed is
adjustable by a front panel cont rol from
about twelve to seventy words per minute .
Slower speeds are possible by increasing
letter and word spacing. The dit length can
be varied by the weight con tro l. Some
keyers are pre-adjusted fo r weight , but being
able to adj ust it is an advantage because
copying ability can change with dit length,
depending upon the rate at which CW is
being sent. The letters will be sen t in perfect
form.

How easy is it to use? Very . First , plug
the unit in and hook up a 'lo udspeaker or
headphones to the appropriate jacks o n the
rear panel. Turn the KB-l o n and press a few
buttons to get the feel. Very little pressu re is
required to activate the IC logic systems to
send letters. The keys have a barely percep­
tible movement and th is makes rapid finger
placement possible . The monitor produces a
low pitch tone that is easy to hear above
background noises without blotting them
out. The volume level is an adjustment on
the front panel. After practicing for several
hours it becomes seco nd nature to push a
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bu tton and to hear the correc t letter emerge
from the monitor. Finger placement , even
for a hunt-and-peck typist , becomes easy
and rhy thmic. Adjust ment of th e . keyer
speed to a comfortable rate coupled with a
relaxed ty ping speed st ill allows the hunt­
and-peeke r to send perfect CW at speeds up
to t wenty words per minute . The Pickering
is heavily weighted and it will not slide
across the operating desk . You could even
use it sitting upon your lap if you wished to
use CW while mo bile .

After becoming accustomed to hearing a
complete letter in Morse when moving one
finger a fract ion of an in ch , I tr ied the unit
on the air. I told my co ntacts what kind of
keyer I was using and comme nts included,
"That's cheating" .. . " Sounds clean.. . . .
" Pretty good." Sending became effortless.
The hand rhythm developed quickly and
smoothly and the letters flowed out as I
thought of them. It was a BPLer 's dream.

The unit is ideal for code practice ses­
sions, as we use it h ere at 73 . It is easy to
pick the unit up and carry it to classes, and
even a beginner can send perfect code
withou t even knowing it. This new dimen­
sion to learning also allows the sender to
learn characters and spacing. The speed can
be adjusted to a moderately high rate and
long spaces can be inserted to give the
impression of slower speed . This , inciden­
tally , is th e newly approved method of

•teaching CW: fast letters with long space. It
allows th e listener to adjust to the concept
of sho rter letter timing, just like he will get
in ac tual copy off the air .

To hook it up to your rig requires looking
at the transmit ter's schema tic. You must
determine the voltage across the key, posi­
t ive or negat ive, in order to connect the
cabie to the correct keyed outp ut. This
protect ion is necessary to protect the inte­
grated circuits that make up the circuit ry. If
you ma ke a mistake, no damage occurs.

For the ham who takes Morse code
seriously or for the professional code prac­
tice instructor, the Pickering KB-I Keyb oard
Keyer is an indispensable tool for perfect
CWo True perfection costs only $265 from
the Pickering Radio Company . P.O. Box

29, Portsmo uth RI 028 71 _

$4.50
4.50
2.50

1.50
4 for 5.00

2.50
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4 for 5,00
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WHAN & SON

ELECTRON IC S, INC .

2400 Crystal Or.
Fort Myers

Florida 33901
(813) 936-2397

Send 1DC for new
cata log with

oscillator ci rcu its
and li sts of
t housands of

frequ encies in
stock.

SPECIALS I CRYSTALS FOR :
Freq uency Stan dards

100 KHz (HC 13 /U)
1000 KHz (HC6 /U)

Almost All CB Sets. Tra ns. or Rec.
ICB Synthes izer Crystal on request)

Any Amate ur Band in FT·243
(Except 80 meters )

80 Meter Range in FT·243
Color TV 3579. 545 KHz (w ire leads )

Depend on . . .

We supply crystals from
16 KHz to 100 MHz in
many types of holders.
Over 6 million crystals
in stock. We manufac­
ture crystals for almost
a ll mod el SCANNERS,
MONITOR S , 2 -WA Y
RAOIO , REPEATERS, ETC .
Inquir e a bout special
quantit y prices: Order
direct w it h check or
money order .
for first class ma tt add 1St per
crystal ...t er ai rmail add 20C ea.

Courses Taught: General Theory and Code
Advenced Theory and Code
Amateur Extra Theory and Code

Golf privileges at New River Country Club; also fish ing

TRUL Y A VACA nON WITH A PURPOSE!!I

CAMP ALBERT BUTlER RADIO SESSION
13th y ear · Juh 2 9 · Aug. 12th

CRYSTAL BARGAINS

People attended from the following states and areas:
North Carolina, Sout h CarolinaJ.!d issouri

l
T ennes·

see, Utah, Flonda Oklahoma w est Viriln la . Ala­
bama, New Hampshire , Iowa, District o f Columbia ,
V ermont J Arizona, Indiana, Oh io, New Jersey,
New York, Massachusetts. Maryland, Virginia . Illin­
o is, MichllankGeoriida, Kansas, Mississippi, Nebras­
ka Maine. en t uCky, Califo rnia, New Mexico,
Arkansas, Texas. Wisconsin, Louisiana, Oregon,
Connecticut, Minnesota, Pennsylvania.

OUT OF STATE:
Puerto R ico ; Saskatchewan, Canada; Ontario, Can'
~a_\ Quebec, Canada: Granada, Spain:. London,
E~and. Geneve,_ §wiherland. Netherland, An­
tilles; St. Croix, Vupn Islands

fC:-LP;:'rs. K4DNJGen~' 8e;;;;;;; - --1
I Gilvin Roth Y.M.e.A., Elkin, North Carolina I
I precue . en d me the Boo'det and Application Blank II f or the Camp Albert Butler Radio Bell ion. I

I Name Call I
I Addra.. I
I I
LC'!!y~ateIZ;~ :.I
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