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THE NUMBERS GAME:
DISTRIBUTION OF
DXCC HOLDERS

W hen I received DXCC Certificate No.
12,1 89 on July 22, 1971, several

questions occurred to me concerning the
history of this award, how many DXCC
members are in each of the 10 U.S. call
districts, how many certificates have been
awarded to amateurs in various foreign

•
countries, how many count ries does the
"average" DXCC-holder have credited, and
so forth. Then with the arrival of the
December QST it became apparen t that I
could get the answers to so me of these
questions if I were willing to devote some
time (a nd eyestrain) to counting the calls in
various ca tegories o f the Annual DXCC List
printed on pages 95 - 100 of that issue. True,
the annual list contains just slightly under
20% of the total number of certificates
awarded, but it is fe lt that the sampling is
sufficie ntly large to at least indicate current
trends.

Tabl e I
Number of DXCC Members by Number of Coun­
tries Confirmed (in Increments of 25 Countries and
50 Countries).
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Before commenting on the results of my
curiosity , let me hast en to make the follow­
ing disclaimers :
I . No guarante e is made as to the accuracy

of any of the numbers presen ted . Cou nt­
ing and addition errors are certain to have
been committed . Each column and page
was tota lled individually so the errors
made should not be too gross (sa y less
than 10 calls), but certainly small errors
do exist, and possibly so me of greater
magnitude. The reade r is invited to check
any of the categories he is interested in, or
to extract data for other groupings.

2 . No conclusio ns are intended or implied
fro m the data ; part icularly no valid con-

Table II
The number of DXCC·holders in each continental
United States call district and also the number of
2-1etter call members.

U.S . CAL L so. DXCC P ERC EST OF
DISTRICT MEMBERS c . S. TOTAL

2 3 40 15 . 8

• 3 00 13. 9
6 278 12 . 9
9 2<0 11.1, 201 9 . 3
3 187 8. 7
1 1'2 8 .4
s 1 ,, ~ 7.8

[ 0 1,, 3 7 , 5
7 99 4 •"
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Thus there would seem to be some sligh t
advantage to opera ting from certain parts of
the coun try. if we assume that approxi­
mately the same number of amateurs will be
devoted to DXing in all parts o f the country.
The number of DXCC winners is higher than
the overall percentage o f amateurs in the
W2-W9·W4 areas, while it is less in the
W7-W~W5 areas.

Now o n to the results. The first part of
the job was to count the total number of
calls list ed in the general list ing on pages
95-98 (mixed CW and phone - sorry, no
results for phone-only listing). My count was
3 ,461. Next . I determined that the median
point (1,730) fell in the grouping o f 180
countries confirmed. Therefore, half o f the
DXCC members have less than this number
o f countries. and half have more. Since the
colu mns on each page were counted indi­
vidually . it was relatively simp le to arrive at
the number of DXCC members by numbers
o f countries co nfirmed, Table I shows these
results in increments of 25 countries and 50
countr ies. The right-hand colu mn of this
table provided my first su rp rise result . As
expected. the number o f members decreases
in a rather normal progression as you read
down this column. until the last entry,
where you find that 589 DXers have more
than 325 countries credited. a sub-group
exceeded only by the sub-group of members
who have 100- I 50 countries confirmed.

...WA9VGS

Editor 's N ote:

Distribution of Licenses

According to the Callbook the distribu­
tion o f amateur licenses falls about in this
proportion :

Call District Percentage

OCEAXIA 2.0'.1

A fRICA 1. 5'l

EL'ROPE
20%

1'0. DXCC PERC E:""!" Of
COl: NT HY ~IEMB ERS TOTAL

Ger many 222 ,.,
Canada 121 3.:>
Japan II ' 3.3
e.S .S.R . 76 2.2
England 62 I. '
Brazil 49 I . ,

TOTALS ' 44 1s , 6

Table III
Number of excc Members

in Six Foreign Countries

:"ORTH AMERICA
66 .0%

Fig. 1. In pie-chart f orm the approximate percen­
tages ot DXCC m embers by continental area.

elusions are possible as to the " best" or
" most ac tive" DX area. The number of
DXCC cert ifica te hold ers in any given area
may be one "yardst ick" to be used in
sett ling th is hotly debated question, but
o bvio usly many. many other fa ctors
would have to be considered. amo ng them
the distribu tion of the entire amateur
population, the average age of DX ama­
teurs in the localit ies in question (re tirees
have more time for D'Xing), geographic,
political, and language barriers, legal re­
stric tions on power in some countries,
time zone disparit ies, economic affluence,
etc., etc., etc., ad infinitum

3. Time did not permit counting DXCC
totals for every country (approximately
12-15 hours were spent at this task at
odd moments) . Hence . some countries
with a significant number of DXCC­
holders are not listed in the results.
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