Save the date:

« Binthday Bush/
Membership Event
Wednesday, September
29, 7:00 prm.

Wiatch for your invitation
in the mail!

“The League and its
150,000 grassroots sup-
porters wilf continue to
raise our voices in the
fight for climate change
veform, campaign finance
reform, voter education
and election reform. Let's
g0 out there and get in the
way!”

—Elisabeth MacNamara,

LWVUS President
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Letters from the Co-Presidents, Past and Present

WHAT AN active year it has
been! There have been excel
lent opportunities to edu-
cate ourselves on issues
{health care) and candidates,
and there was even time for
a stimulating book review
on Francis Perkins.

Our activities this spring
required grassroots cf-

fort as part of a larger

State League initiative.
Great effort was made

to got the Fair Map
Amendment onto the

statc ballo. Although

the number of signa-

tures collected fell short

of the number required, the
effort was
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espe-
cially locally, The work
brought to the fore new
depths of thought and nu-
ance relative to defining fair
representation. This will
serve us not only in moni-
toring state redistricting
efforts, but also in providing
broader perspective as we
monitor election systems
focally.

As we pass the co-president
baton on to Jane Partridge
and Mary Mathews, we

-

would like to thank the
board for all of their hard
work. It has been a privilege
working together. And
thank you to all of the
membership for your efforts
and support.

— Lisa Dietrich and
Cindy Movehead

THE YEAR 2010 is a special
year to celebratc: it marks
the 90th birthday of the
LWV and of women's suf-
frage. We shall celebrate
Carrie Chapman Catt and
all of the women before us
who have worked to inform
voters of the issues, conduct
forums to hear the candi-
dates, and facilitate the vot-
ing process. And let us not
{orget, some of us have
marched as well.

We came back from the
LW VUS convention in At-

lanta in June energized and
ready 10 make this coming
year an active one. We were
happy to hear that member-
ship has increased 5%. And
we ask each of you to con-
tribute in some way, large
or small. We need you!

Plaas for this coming year
already are well under
way. There will be
plenty of opportunities
to volunteer, to learn, to
advocate, and to have
funt We hope that you
willjoin us as much as

possible.

1If you would like to
help register voters this Au-
gust and September, Jan
Schnobrich has scheduled
times for us to work at the
Lake Forest and Lake Bluff
libraries as well as Lake For-
est Place and Lake Forest
Senior Center. There also
are registrar opportunities
for six differeat locations in
North Chicago, Waukegan,
and Zion. Give Jan a call for
this very important League
activity.
On September 29 we will be
having a Birthday Bash for




the League. Help us celebrate

Women Voters. Come for the fel-
lowship, surprise entertainment,

for your invitation, and in the

save the date.

With the elections in November,

role and members have many op-
portunities to be involved and be
informed. A 10th Congressional

Candidates’ Forum will be held at
Glenbrook South in Glenview on

the 90th birthday of the League of

and desserts! The party will be held
at the home of Tracy Burns. Watch

meantime, mark your calendar and

the LWV has a crucial community

September 30, 2010. In addition, we

Letters from the Co-Presideqtsﬁ(ﬁcoﬁntiPueidf) .

will produce a Candidates’ Forum
for the contested elections in our
area. With so much at stake, these
should be very interesting races.
Don't miss the forums in person.
Consider even volunteering your
services.

This coming year, we will be mak-
ing our voice heard as the affordable
housing issue is negotiated by the
City of Lake Forest. We are plan-
ning a program on the League's
position, incuding, the history of
the issue, our involvement with
affordable housing in the area over
several years, and why we have
adopted our position.

Voter Registration Services

LEAGUE LINEs

Education precedes action. The
League, along with the American
Association of University Women
(AAUW), hosts Great Decisions,
where we learn about and discuss
many important public policy issues
of global import, Meetings are the
second Friday of each month. Join-
ing Great Decisions is an excelleat
way o stay connected. Contact Pat
Rounsaville at 847-295-3916 for spe-

Please stay tuned and involved. And
be sure to attend League’s 90th
birthday party on September 291

— Jane Partridge and Mary Mathews

AS OF APRIL 20, 2010 the LWV~

istrars! Thanks are due o Janice

ing.
You will see the additional regis-
trars during the late summer and

the libraries in Lake Bluff, Lake
Forest, and North Chicago. Our

Forest Place. LWV-LF/LB regis-

S ———

LE/LB has ten additional voter reg-
Schnobrich's leadership and persis-

tent efforts in encouraging members
to become registrars and get train-

carly fall push registering voters at

registrars also serve voters at Lake
tears wil single-handedly seaff stu-

dent schaol registration periods for
North Chicago and Waukegan high

schools. LWV-LF/LB will assist the
LWVLC in registering voters at
Warren Township High School.
And, if needed, the registrars will
assist any efforts from the Lake
County Clerk’s Office in registering
vorers (a possible location would be
the College of Lake County).

You may notice that Lake Forest
High School is not on the list of
piaces we will be registering voters,
This is because of an exciting initia-
tive and followed by the legwork to
ensure that there are staff members
and age-qualified high school stu-
dents certified in voter registration
available at the high school. Now,

WE'VE MOVED!

. -

Lake Forest High School students
may be registered to vote (once they
meet the age requirement) by one of
the two in-house certified staff
members. Outreach and follow-up
work continue in each of Lake
County’s high schools 10 ensure
this kind of voter registration access
t0 all age-qualified Lake County
high school students.

By the way, speaking of age qualifi-
cation, did you know that anyone
who will be 18 by the time of the
next election s eligible to register
now?

We are still the League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area. And our business is still to
monitor and influence issues in the community. What has changed is our mail
Box 645, Lake Fuwm |

a address
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A Note From the LWVIL Nominating Committee

ACCORDING TO the LWVIL By-
laws, "At least one year prior to
convention, the chair of the nomi-
nating committee shall request sug-
gestions for nominations through
the president of each local League
and ILO and the chairs of MAL
units. Suggestions for nominations
by local Leagues shall be sent to the

chair of the nominating commiteee.
Any LWVIL member may also sub-
mit suggestions for nominations.”

The Nominating Commitee re-
quests your suggestions for nomina-
tions for the 2011 LWVIL Board.
Elections will be held in June 2011,
and yes, it is actually time to start

Remembering Virginia Fiester Frederick

thinking of such things!

1f you have someone or several peo-
ple in mind—or if you would like o
nominate yourself—please email the
chair, Janet Kittlaus,
info@lwvil.org, and request a
Nominee Recommendation

Form. Any LWVIL member may
submit suggestions for nominations.

VIRGINIA
Fiester
Frederick,
who passed
away this
June, was
an honor-
ary member
of LWV-
LF/LB and
a past president of the League of
Women Voters of Lake Forest be-

fore the LWV of Lake Forest and
the LWV of Lake Bluff merged.
Virginia was the first woman
elected to the Lake Forest City
Council, on which she served from
1974 to 1979. Following her term
on the City Council, she was
elected and sworn in as an Illinois
legislator, an office she continued to
hold from 1979 10 1994.

The 1980s were a time when

Report on the National Convention

women were gaining ground in po-
litical representation. (Consider
this: in 1984, there was no women’s
bathroom conveniently located to
the House floor in Springfield) Vir-
ginia was part of this growing num-
ber of female state legisiators.
Leaguers will remember Virginia,
often seen locally with Grace Mary
Stern, for their lively and informa-
tive across-the-aisle legislative up-

By Jane Partridge

THE 2010 LWVUS Convention was
especially informative and produc-
tive. Mary Wilson, a lawyer from
New Mexico, has been an out-
standing president for the last four
years. Elizabeth Scott, who has
been first VP, is the new presi-
dent. Several past presidents were in
attendance. It was interesting and
fun to hear of past presidents' ex-
periences as president, One re-
counted that she, sitting next to the
President of the United States, over-

heard an aide whispering to the
President, "Don't bring up that pro-
posal, because these women are
smart."

Among the programs was an ad-
dress by Kathleen Sibelius, Secre-
tary of Health and FHuman Services.
In a speech by commentator and
author of "You've Come a Long
Way Maybe," Leslie Sanchez re-
minded us that only 17% of Con-
gress members are women and that
sve must work to rechaim civility in
public office. There was an inspir-

ing PowerPoint presentation of the
history of the League and the
women who have made that his-

The approval of a study to focus on
the role of the federal government
in education policymaking, as well
as the ten other motions adopred,
shows that the national League is in
tune with the important issues in
America. Some of these adopred
motions included the role of privati-
2ation; the policy agenda to transfer
government functions, services, and
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assets 10 the private sector; equal
rights for all under state and federal
law, which includes marriage equal-
ity; Medicare for all; lifting travel
restrictions for Americans going to
Cuba; changing rules to limit the
filibusier in the Senate; and support
of the resolution to support safe

drilling and mining for energy re-
sources. The League has two full-
time lobbyists and over 35 volun-
teers who live in the D.C. arca and
who are trained to exphin our posi-
tions to Senators and Hlouse mem-

LWV-LF/LB Annual Meeting Roundup

Mary Mathews and T came home
energized and ready for a produc-
live year. The national League has
increased membership by 5%, and
we hope to do better. With your
help, we can make a difference in
educating and helping to make de-

mocracy work.

THIS YEAR’S annual meeting was
held at the home of Cynthia More-
head. The lovely setting was the
perfect backdrop for a casual and
comfortable dinner before the busi-
ness meeting. In attendance were
well over the required quorum for
decision making, Lisa Dietrich ran
the meeting. Joan Kaltsas served as
parliamentarian. Our acting secre-
tary, Marilyn Shineflug, took min-
utes to be reviewed and approved
by Carol Gilbert and Alice Sievert.
A new board was approved; the
annual budget was pored over,
modified slighely, and approved;
and the LWV- LF/LB’s program
was adopted for the next year.

You will want to know about these
important decisions that were made
at the meeting:

Please Fill Qut the

‘ON THE NEXT page you'll see a
survey that asks about your League
interests and involvement. Please
take the time o [ill it out and send
it in. We need to hear from each

and every one of our members
about what we're doing right, what

League Survey

o A motion was passed to increasc
the budget line item for the schol-
arship fund with the intention of
awarding it to a high school stu-
dent interested in civic affairs. A
committee was {ormed to deter-
mine details of the scholarship for
2011,

o The action items approved for the
following year are:
1.School funding reform
2.State election laws
3. International relations
4.Environmental protection
5. Affordable housing
Affordable housing is a new action

item this year, added with the view
of making it a priority to influence

else we could or should be doing,
and—most imporiantly—how you
can help us do it.

Our League membess are very tal-
ented-—and busy—women, We hope
to take advantage of the abilities
within our group t provide the

the housing that Lake Forest is pro-
posing.

Two directives to the board cen-
tered around elections. (Directives
are issues made to the board; they
are not member-approved initia-
tives) One proposal was made to
consider the “Citizens First Amend-
ment” as an alternative to the Fair
Map Amendment. The other pro-
posal is 1o evaluate our own
League’s “Nominating Systems and
Procedures” position, The concern
expressed at the annual meeting is
whether or not the position gives
proper consideration to geographi-
cal representation and population
distribution in local municipal elec-

kinds of services our members shink
are important for our community.
And by sharing the work, we can
avoid overburdening our already-
involved core of volunteers. Thank
you for sharing your ideas—and
your time—with us!




League of Women Voters—Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area Survey

. Name: phone

What activities would you like the League to perform? Please check all that apply.
o Register voters ___ Hold candidate forums ___ Observe local government meetings
» Provide educational programs to the public such as:  affordable housing ___
campaign finance reform __ climatc change _ food ___ healthcare

water other

« Advocate for existing local, state, and national positions such as:  education

covironment ___ fiscal policy  immigration ___  social
other
o Study anissuc __ what issue(s)?
How would you like to volunteer? One time ___ Ongoing
o liclp plan cvent ___ lost membership event at home/club ___ Help at public program ___

« Serve on:  progranvadvocacy planning committee
membership/development planning committee
. voter service/candidate forum committee _ voter registration ___
« Help with State Convention, June 2011 in Skokie
« Serve on Board
« Attend city council’village board meetings __ (alternate with another person) ___
o Write pross relenses Write letters 1o the editor ___ Write/call legislators ___
» Publish newsletter Webmaster _ Twitter Facebookete. __ Take digital pictures‘videotape
« Liaizon to other League:r  Lake County _ Lake Michigan
« Adwinistrative fanctions

o Prefermd time w attend meetings events: day, evening weekends

Lawm happy to be 2 member but eurrently cannot make addizional commitments.

Wow ean we improve the League?

Do you have other fnterests of talents that could be helpful to the League?

F1EASE RETURN SURVEY 8Y SEPTEMBER THANKYOU:




LWVLC Annual Meeting and Birthday Luncheon Recap

LWV-LAKE COUNTY succeeded in
mixing business with pleasure! The
League held a birthdlay party along
with its annual meeting on Satur-
day, June 19. More than 30 mem-
bers and guests celebrated the 40th

Fair Map Amendment. Sally Zeit
obtained over 200 signatures by
herself!

birthday in style at South Gate Cafe g~ ¥ |

in Lake Forest. The event brought
together old friends who hadn’t
seen each other in years. Long-time
volunteers from the Kids First
Health Fair were reunited. Previous
past presidemts had a chance to
catch up. Every current and past
local league in Lake County was
represented. Some local elected offi-
cials also attended. The food was
delicious (especially the desserts)
and the toom was lovely, with gor-
geous floral acrangements provided
by Linda Bartmes.

Rita Kirby presided and kept the
business meeting short, Due to Lake
County League’s biennial schedule,
only Program needed to be adopted.
Current positions were retained.
The County League will continue
to register voters (as always, coordi-
nated by Jo-An Sabonjian) and pro-
vide candidate forums. Lake
County League Board members will
continue to be active in criminal
justice, transportation and the 2040
Comprehensive Regional Plan, and
the Lake County Women’s Coali-
tion, Other actions may develop
from State and National plans for
this upcoming year.

The Lake County League re-
sponded to two of State’s initiatives
last year, The County League was
active in promoting the Census in a
number of towns; especially notable
were Judy Johnston’s efforts in
Highwood. Also, League members
obtained petition signatures for the

Corinne Wood speaking at the luncheon.

Last year for the primary, the
LWV-Lake County hosted three
forums in coalition with a number
of organizations coordinated by
Mary Mathews. Additionally, Diane
Sanderson developed an important
new partnership with Grayslake
High School. The forums covered
six races at three levels of govern-
ment. There also was a short pro-
gram about judicial races in Lake

inty. The forums were held in
Grayslake, Vernon Hills, and
North Chicago. (We go where there
is 2 need!)

The County League also co-
sponsored with LWV-Lake Forest/
Lake Bluff Area the program
“Health Care: How to Cure the
Chronic Crisis.” This very success-
ful program was videotaped and
shown on public access TV
throughout the northern suburbs
and online.

As part of the business meeting,
1¢ Partridge reported the recent
activities at the National Conven-
tion in Atlanta. Membership is up
and 5o is the enthusiasm. There are
ample opportunities to be involved.

After the business meeting, the fun
began with Rosemary Heilemann
leading the way. Rosemary read the
Proclamation that the Lake County
Board had awarded LWV-Lake
County for its 40 years of service to
the county. A token of appreciation
was given to past presidents Phyllis
Albrecht, Gail Brown, Joan Kaltsas,
Barbara Volin, and Sally Zeit for
their hard work and leadership.
‘Then, Joan Kaltsas addressed the
audience with 2n amusing history of
the Lake County League from her
perspective as  past president.

Next, guest speaker Corinne Wood
provided insight into the political
situations of Chicago and Illinos.
Corinne is a longtime League mem-
ber. As the former Lt. Governor
and a State Representative, she hasa
wealth of experience. One of her
many current activities is sitting on
the Board of Chicago Metropolis
2020, a coalition pactner of the State
League. Corinne spoke not only
about the status of Metropolis 2020
but also about a sister organization,
Change Illinois! Corinne, zlong
with Paula Lawson, LWV-IL, serves
on the Steering Committee of
Change Illinois! This organization
works for campaign finance reform
and redistricting reform. Corinne
later expressed her pleasure in visit-
ing with so many women who were
dedicated 1o action and issues.

With that in mind, LWV-Lake
County will continue to encourage
informed and active participation in
government, work to increase un-
derstanding of major public policy
issues, and influence public policy
through education and advocacy.




P.O. Box 645
Lake Forest, IL 60045
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Always at your
fingertips!

‘Want to share the
local League with a friend?
Share our website:
www.LWV-LFLB.org

My League To-Do List

teague of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

LWV-LF/LB Board of Directors

Clip out and put where you’ll see it!
D Fill in and return the LWV survey today

O Mark my calendar for September 29, 7:00,
League Birthday Bash

O Invite a friend to the September 29 birth-
day party

O Call Jan about registering voters

O Let Ann H. and Ann G. know how I can help
with candidate forums

0O Tell Jane and Mary how 1 want to be in-
volved with the affordable housing issue in
Lake Forest

DO Contact Pat to sign up for Great Decisions

Jane Partridge

Mary Mathews

Ann Hamlin

Ann Grant

Tracy Burns

Mary Ritter

Marilyn Shineflug

Liz Bradner

Lisa Dietrich

Cindy Morehead

Linda Bartmes

Carol Gilbert

Jan Schnobrich

Robbyn Kilbane-McFadden

Off-Board Positions
Nicki Snoblin

Staff
Bev Adamezyk
Nicki Snoblin

Co-President
Co-President

Vice President, Voter Service
Vice President, Voter Service
Vice President, Membership
Vice President, Membership
Secretary

Treasurer

Program

Program

LWVLC Board Lisison
Communication

Voter Registration

LMLWYV Board Liaison

‘Webmaster

Newsletter
Newsletter
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Save the dates:

o LWV.LF/LB Annual
Mesting, May 20

» LWV National Con-

ention, Atlanta,

Georgia, June 11-15
Board meetings:
» Second Mondisy of

every month at

1:30 p.m, at Gorton

ommuntty Centen

Members welcomel
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League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Biuff Area

Letter from the Co-Presidents

By Lisa Dietrich and
Cindy Morehead

This year presents many
challenges for our nation,
our state, and our local
League of Women Voters.
There are sevesal opportuni-
ties for you to be informed,
involved, and making s dif
ference. First is the 2010
census—important because
our state will lose both rep-
resentatives in the House
and money from the federal
government if we do not
count every resident in the
state. We urge you to come
to the meeting on February
25th at 7:00 p.m. at the Lake
Bluff Park District building,
when Mary Schaafsma, a
member of the state LWV
staff, will explain why the
census is important and how
we can help.

Also at chis meeting we plan
to kick off our local cam-
paig (or the Illinois Fair
Map Amendment. We are
joining Leagues all over Illi
nois in collecting signatures
on petitions to get this “Fair
Map Amendment” on the
November 2010 ballot. It is

a formidable job, as we need
at least 500,000 signatures

from registered voters in the
state by the middle of April.

What is this amendment and
why do we need it? For the
past three decades llinois
legistators have gerryman-
dered districts so that their
reclection is ensured. In the
630 general election contests
since 2001, there were 547
in which an incumbent was
seeking reelection. Only 11
incumbents lost; 98% were
reelected! Under the existing
redistricting procedures,
legislators dravy distric lines
behind clased doors. Which
party gets to draw is decided
by pulling a name out of a
hat. Districts are drawn to
protect incumbents. Dis-
tricts are drawn to protect
friends and punish enemies.
Power is entrenched in the
hands of a few, and it s al-
most impossible to change
who is in power through
the vote.

The solution is a new, fair

process for redistricting—a.
process whereby legislacors
do ot draw maps, but an

independeat commission
does. Specitic criteria must
be used to draw maps 0
protect minority voting
rights and to climinate parti-
san advantage, Maps should
be drasvn in an open and
transparent process, with
public input.
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Since the legislaure will not
change the system, the citi
zens must. We urge every
League member to get at
least three signatures on a
pecition. To learn more,
you can visit
ww.ilfairmap.com. Please
call Cindy Morehead (847-
295-6470) if you would like
to collect signatures for a
fair and transparent redis-
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Letter from the Co-Presidents (continued) g

tricting process, and/or come o the
meeting on February 25th.

At the local level, the issue of al-
fordable housing in Lake Forest is
sesing renewed activity. There isa
proposal for new construction near
the west Lake Forest train station,
Foliow the developments and share
your support for the proposed af
fordable rental units with your al
derman if you live in Lake Forest.

Upcoming Programs

On 2 lighter note: we have two fun
and educational programs coming
soon. On Saturday, March 6, the
Leagues on the North Shore will
celebrate Women's History Month
with 2 luncheon at the Glen Club,
2901 W, Lake Ave., Glenview. The
guest speaker is Elizabeth Bracketr,
correspondent and substitute host
of “Chicago Tonight” and author of
the book, Pay o Play: How Rod
Blagojevich Turned Political Corrup-

tion inio a National Sideshow. Please
return the enclosed reservation
form (see page 9) if you wish to a1
tend.

Tn April our own LWV member
and program chair, Jane Parridge,
will present a review of the recently
published biography of Francis Per-
Kins; this will be on April 22, 2010,
at the LF/LB Senior Center. We
look forward to seeing many of you
at these two interesting programs.

2010 Census and Its
Aftermath: Redistricting
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2010
‘Time: 7:00 p.m.

Location: Lake Bluff Park District
300 W, Washingron Ave. (uc Blair
Dark, just west of Green Bay Road,
north of I Roure 176)

Speaker: Mary Schaafsma, LWVIL
Coordinator for the 2010 Census

Come and review why counting
everyone who is living in Ulinois
this April 15t is critical to keep the
state from losing one or two U.S.
Representatives to Congress and to
get federal money for schools, medi-
cal services, and many other much-
needed services. The program will
also address the importance of redis-
tricting, a process that now fosters
gerrymandering and partisan poki-
tics. Find out how you can change
the process by getting a redistricting
amendment on the ballot for next
November.

Women in Journalism

Date: Saturday, March 6, 2010
Time: 11:45 a.m. Reception * 12:15
p-m. Luncheon * 1:00 p.m. Speaker
Location: The Glen Club, 2901 W.
Lake Ave., Glenview

Speaker: Elizabeth Brackett

Elizabeth Brackett is a correspon-
dent and substitute host of
“Chicago Tonight” and, since 1984,
a correspondent covering politics
and urban problems for PBS' “The
NewsHour with Jim Lehrer.” She
received a Peabody Award for her
coverage of the 1988 presidential
campaign, two Midwest Emmy
Awards, and 1o Perer Lisagor
Awards for Business Journalism.
She became a first-time author in
2009 with her book, Pay to Play:
How Rod Blagojevich Turned Politi-
cal Corruption into a National Side-
show. Cost is $38. RSVP by March 1
with the form on page 9. For more
information call 847-866-7844
{LWV of Evanston voicemal).

Book Review of Frances
Perkins, the Woman Behind
the New Deal

Date: Thursday, April 22, 2010
Time: 7:00 p.m.

Location: LF/LB Senior Center,
Grove Cultural Campus, 100 E.
Old Mill Rd., Lake Forest
Speaker: Jane Partridge,
LWV-LF/LB

Kirstin Downey's Frances Perkins,
the Woman Bebind the New Deal.,
which is coming out in paperback
February 23rd, reveals to what ex-
tent Frances Perkins was the moral
conscience behind F.D.R.'s New
Deal. Perkins was an amazing
woman in both her personal and
her public life. The first woman to
be on a President’s cabinet, she
served as FD.R.’s Secretary of La-
bor for 13 years. Jane will also dis-
cuss Perkins’ connections to Lake
Forest and to Jane Addams. You
won't want 1o miss this introduc-
tion 10 3 fascinating woman.

-




Action: Fair Map Amendment

By Mary Mathews

WE NEED YOU! Not happy with
Tlinois government?
Sign the petition.

LWVIL seeks to reform the Illinois
political process by changing the
way the legislative map is drawn,
Every 10 years after the census
count is completed, the state’s legis-
lative districts are redrawn, Cu-
rently, party leaders create the dis-
triet map. District lines are drawn
to protect incumbents and prevent
competitive races. We can change
that by demanding a system where
the districts are drawn fairly, and
voters will choose the candidates
they wan, not the other way
around,

To make this change, the League is

working with a coalition of organi-
zations to amend the lllinois consti-
tution. The Fair Map Amendment
has the map drawn by an independ-
ent commission rather than pacty
leaders. The League is circulating
petitions 1o get  referendum for the
proposed amendment on the No-.
vember ballot. LWVIL and its part-
ners plan to have 500,000 signatures
from throughout the state by April.

LWV-LF/LB plans to provide 1,500
of these signatures. Board members
will be calling to ask for your signa-
twre on  petition. Any additional
help you can provide in meeting the
goal by passing petitions in your
neighborhood or with friends will
be appreciated. Petitions and more
information will be provided at the

program on February 25 at the Lake
Bluff Park District at 7:00 p.m. (see
page 2). Please atend.

Other organizations in Lake
County will be participating, Lake
County United plans to collect over
10,000 signatures. Many houses of
worship already have sigaed up to
help. For more information, sce the
state League's website
(srorwdwvil.org) or the website for
the [llinois Fair Map Amendment
(srww.ilfairmap.com)

With 2 little help from our friends,
we can change this “business as
usual” system. Be a par of chis im-
portant voter initiative. Come to
the February 25th program o con-
tact Cindy Morehead (347-295-
6470).

Action: Settler’s Green—Affordable Housing in Lake Forest!

By Kitty Cole

The Lake Forest City Council is
proposing an affordable housing
development on the west side of
Lake Forest, on city-owned prop-
erty at the northwest corner of
Telegraph and Everett Roads, across
from the west Lake Forest urain
scation. It is a development of 16
units (in eight duplex buildings) to
be offered at affordable rents to
families, including seniors, who are
residents of Lake Forest or working
in our town.

“The units are being developed by
the Lake County Residential Devek
opment Corporation (LCRDC), 2

not-for-profit developer, and the
DeBruler Company,  well-
established developer of affordable
housing in Lake County. They will
be managed by the DeBruler Com-
pany, which has a long track record
in housing management,

The units were designed by Diana
Melichar's firm, which has designed
some of the most auractive homes
in Lake Forest that have sold in the
last few years. The buildings are
designed with the residential charac-
ter of a large home and are English
Arts and Crafts in proportion, orna-
mentation, and building shape and
form. They will be constructed of

high-quality materials for compaci-
bility with the architectural seyle as
well as durability and longevity.

The homes will be ideal for people
who live and work in the commu-
nity. A market study completed for
the development in March 2009
tevealed a large market for these
homes. Eligibility for residency will
be based on a percentage of a fam-
ily's median income, which is
roughly $35,000 for a family of two
and up to $50,000 for larger fami-
lies.

Because of the anticipated demand,

people who already live in the com-
munity and those working in the
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Action—Settier's Green {continued)

community will be given priority
for renting the homes.

The LWV-LF/LB shouid be proud
o this calmination of their efforts
t0 promote equitable housing op-
portunities for our citizens. We
have been observing and have been
involved in the development of the
affordable housing plan for Lake
Forest and have officially supported
affordable housing in Lake Forest
and Lake Bluff,

There is, however, opposiion to
this development, and we need to
speak up. Tam asking you o sup-
port this initiative. The develop-
ment is extremely awtractive, appro-
priate for the site, and one that is
desperately needed in our commu-
nity. We need League members to
show up and speak at the following
meetings:

» Building Review Board, March 3,
6:30 p.m.

LEAGUE LINES

« Plan Commission, March 10,

6:30 p.m. (the most important
onef)

« April City Council Meeting,
April 6 or April 20 (warch the
calendarl)

Uhimately the Lake Forest City
Council will decide. Therefore,
please call your aldermen to express
your support. For more informa-
tion, call Jane Partridge (§47-234.
1247) or Kitty Cole (847-735-0418).

Report on Illinois Issues Briefing, February 6, 2010

Four of our members—Cindy
Morehead, Jane Partridge, Liz Brad-
ner, and Carol Gilbert—attended
the Issues Briefing presented by the
LWVIL at the University Center in
Chicago. The morning session in-
cluded = discussion of redistricting
and how we can ensure thar the
lines are drawn fairly, as well as 2
presentation on linois' fiscal crisis.
In the afternoon we attended work-
shops on the state budget, the Fair
Map Amendment, and term limits.

Redistricting
By Cindy Morehead

The three lawyess who explained
the redistricring process and the
proposed Fair Map Amendment
(sponsored by the League and oth-
ers such as the Chamber of Com-
merce and the Farm Bureau) were
all excellent. Justin Levitt explained
why the Fair Map Amendment is so
important—above all, to ensure
voter choice. In the last election,

40% of the state house districts and
50% of the state senare districts had
10 major party challengers. Legisla-
tive leaders have redrawn the lines
to eliminate challengers or some-
times 10 eliminate incumbents who
are too independen. In effect, the
legistators are choosing their vorers
instead of voters choosing their leg-
islators.

Tom Geoghegan talked about an-
other possible way to change the
system through a lawsuit he hopes
t0 bring to the lllincis Supreme
Court. He said that the gerryman-
dering of district lines with the in-
tent 1o create safe seats violates the
First Amendment clause protecring
free specch. A safe seat limits com-
munication from the other side in 2
debate or election and effecrively
insulates a legislator from speech he
or she does ot like. Past cases (New
York Times v. Sullivan) have forbid.
den the passage of laws for such
purpose.

Representative Mike Fortner pre-
sented his insights into the actual
process of redrawing the districts in
the state of Ohio. In a redistricting
competition, using a secure server at
the University of Ohio and com-
puter software that incorporated
four criteria—compactness, com-
petitiveness, contiguity, and popula-
tion equalicy—he and 100 others
attempted o redraw the 2001 map
in a fairer manner. The existing
map had 13 Republican districes and
five Democratic districts. The map
he drew, which won the competi-
tion, had nine Republican districts,
etght Democratic districts, and one
even district.

Term Limits/Recall

By Carol Gilbers

Paula Lawson, LWVIL President
for four years and perennial student
of good government, led a discus-
sion addressing two bills in the Il
nois legislature. HIRCA31, the

e |




Report on Illinois issues Briefing (continued)

Constiturional Initiative to Recall
the Governor, has passed the assern-
bly and will be on the November
2010 ballot. SJRCA25, which pro-
poses to limit terms for legislative
leaders, is pending.

Recall is an active subject, likely
made popular by the charge of mal-
feasance against our formar gover-
nor. Recall of a governor has been
used successfully only once, ever, in
2003 when voters in California re-
placed incumbent Democratic Gray
Davis with Republican Arnold
Schwarzenegger. Eighteen states
permit recall of state officials. Twvice

as many, 36, allow recall of local

officials. In sight states specitic
srounds are ot required. Recall isa

colitical process requiring a voter

pesition ind subsequent vore.

iu'cr oftesen

a2 Madigen coull e dae

the term limit debate. The pro argu-
ment says that term limits can in-
crease the competition for an office,
reduce the aumber of professional
politicians (which vorers like), re-
duce the cost of campaigns, and

create opportunity for minorities.

FUN COMMENTS OVERHEARD AT
1SSUES BRIEFING:
= “ELECTING THE {HOUSE AND
SENATE] LEADERS IS SOMEWHAT
AKIN TO ELECTING THE POPE BUT
WITHOUT THE SMOKE OUT OF
THE CHIMNEY'
“STROM THURMOND WAS THE
SUSAN LUCCE OF THE SENATE
"THERE ARE 6000 BILLS A YEAR
IN SPRINGFIELD...A LEGISLATOR
LOOKS AT THE CONTRIBUTIONS

THE KIND Or LEADERSHIP WE
WANT, WE 00
N

position (adopted 1979, LWVIL
Convention) supports amendments
to achieve merit selection of judges,
including recall (judges are elected

i Illinois). Regarding term limits,
the state League concurred with the
national League's opposition to
term limits for the U.S. Congress,
and extended that opposition ©
term limits for state legislators at
the 1993 LWVIL Convention.

Illinois Budget; Fiscal Ci
By Elizabeth Bradner

linois will have a $13.8 billion
budge: deficit in FY 15 unless 2 com-
bination of revenue increases
speading cuts, and additional bor-
rowing are passed by the Generl
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LMLWYV Focuses on

Invasive Species, Water Qualit\L

Roblryn Kilbane-McFadden, LMLWV
Liaison, procred this report, writien
by Henvietta Saunders, alternate
board member for the LWVIL, from
the vecent quarterly meeting to share
with our League.

“The attendance at the LMLWV
quarterly board meeting on January
23,2010, was broad-based, with
members coming in from all four
Lake Michigan states, one woman
from as far as Traverse City.

Our goal was to follow up on the
Annual Meeting held last fall, pri-
oritizing the program goals that
were ratified by the whole group.
We decided that our two top priot-
ity areas will be addressing the
problems caused by invasive spe-
cies, and improving and maintain-
ing overall water quality in the
lake. We will do this by continuing

our agenda of education and partici-
pating in the Healing Our Waters
Coalition (sverw.healthylakes.org).

The current situation with Asian
carp at the door of the Great Lakes

ecosystem is the urgent issue. To sec
a short video on carp, go to
srwr.asiancarp.org/BillDance.asp.

Our board passed a resolution to
ask LWVUS if we can lobby on
behalf of recent federal carp legisla-
tion. We need to get permission

Candidate Forums Held for the Primaries

from the state Leagues and then the
LWVUS in order to do this, but
everyone on the board, as individu-
als, would like to see it pass. The
legishation is described below:

U.S. Represenuative Dave Camp
introduced Flouse Bill 4472 and
Senator Stabenow introduced Sen-
are Bill 2946 in Congress this past
week. Both bills direct the Secre-
tary of the Army Corps of Engi-
neers to conscruct additional barri-
ers and 1o temporarily close the
locks between the Chicago water-
way and Lake Michigan 10 prevent
Asian Carp from invading our
Great Lakes and destroying our $7
billion fishery.
For further information and for the
fall newsletter of the LMLW/V,
please go to our website:
www.Imilo.org.

In January 2010, the League of
Women Voters of Lake County
hosted three successful candidate
forums covering six races ar three
levels of government (federal, state,
and county) with a variety of co-
sponsoring organizations. The loca-
tions also were varied: Grayslake,
North Chicago, and Vernon Hills.
Our adaprability keeps our League
members busy!

On Sunday, January 10, 2010, the
League of Women Voters of Lake
County, the Daily Herald, and
Grayslake Community High School
District 127 hosted a forum for can-

didaves running for the $th Con-
gressional District and for 62nd
District Stare Representative. All six
Republican candidates—Dirk
Beveridge, John Dawson, Christo-
pher Geissler, Maria Rodriguez,
Gregory Jacobs, and Joe Walsh—
participated. Democratic write-in
candidate Jonathan Farnick was
expected 1o auend, but he had car
trouble. Melissa Bean, the Democ-
ratic incumbent, declined participar-
ing in any forums in this period as
she was uncontested on the ballot.

For the 62nd State Representative
race, both Republican candidates,

Sandy Cole (incumbent) and Paul
Mitchell, atended. The Democratic
candidate, Rich Voltair, was unop-
posed in the primary and was not
invited.

In November, Diane Sanderson
(LWV-LF/LB) had inviced the
Grayslake School District to co-
sponsor the event. The social stud-
ies teachers and high school admin-
istrators were excited about this
learning experience for their Ad-
vanced Placement Government and
Honors students. Four students
acted as co-moderators with Joan
Kaltsas (LWV-LF/LB). Many stu-

‘.
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Candidate Forums Held for the Primaries (continued)

dents voluateered to make this a
very successful forum. The audito-
riom was (illed with studeats, par-
ents, teachers, and residents. Besides
Diane and Joan, other League vol-
unteers for this forum were Rose-
mary Heilemann (LWV-DF) and
Mary Mathews (LWV-LF/LE).

On Sunday, January 17, 2010, the
League and co-sponsor the Daily
Herald held a forum at the Laschen
Community Center in Vernon

Hills.

A welcome statement was given by
Pete Nenni, Lake County Editor of
the Daily Herald. All candidates for
59¢h District State Representative
were in attendance. The Democratic
candidates were Carol Sente and
Elliot: Hartstein. The Republican
candidates were Dan Sugrue,
Mohan Manian, and Cynthiz R.
Flebda. Once again, Joan Kaltsas
(LWV-LF/LB) moderated.

Joan Kaltsas moderating the
forum in Vernon Hills,

In addition, for the first time judi-
cial candidates were invited to the
forum to present statements. The
Honorable Margaret Mullen opened
this segment of the forum by giving
2 brief presentation on the courts in
Lake County and qualities to con-

sider when voting for judges. Six
candidates for judgeships gave brief
statements on their qualifications
and why they were secking the of:
fice. Republican candidates for the
Appellate Court, Second District,
were Ann B. Jorgensen and Mary S.
Schostok. D ic candid:

belt Cultural Ceater in North Chi-
cago. The races were for 60th Dis-
cricr Srate Representative and Lake
County Sheriff. The Leaguc had
worked previously with the
NAACP and Waukegan Leadsrship
Council and asked both organiza-

for 19th Circuir, 4th Subcircuit,
were Mark Levite, Christopher M.
Kennedy, Jeremy Gowen Schwartz,
and Dwayne Douglas. Wallace B.
Dunn, Republican candidate for the
4th Subcircuit, also attended but did
not speak, as he is uncontested in
the primary.

The Village of Vernon Hills video-
taped the forum and showed the
program until Election Day on its
public access channel. Buffalo
Grove, Lincolnshire, and Lake For-
estalso showed the program on
their public access channels.

Thanks go 1o the following League
members for the success of this

forum:

« Linda Bartmes (L\YV-LF/LB)

« Jo-An Sabonjian (LWV-LF/LB)
« Judy Johnston (LWV-HP)

« Rosemary Heilemana (LWV-DF)
* Sally Zeit (LWV-LF/LB)

* Jane Pariridge (LWV-LF/LB)

« Rita Kirby (LWV-DF)

« Mary Mathews (LWV-LF/LB)

Many thaaks also go to Carol Gik
bert for sending out emails and
Nicki Snoblin for posting the video
on the LWV-LF/LB website.

On Sunday, January 24th, the
third forum was held at the Green-

tions to cosponsor this forum. Judy
Hoffman (LWV-EV) not only mod:
erated the forum but also made
bricf presentations about the Cen-
sus Complete Count and the Fair
Map Amendment pecition to the
full auditorium.

Democratic candidates for 60th Dis-
trict State Representative Eddie
Washington (incumbent) and An-
gelo Kyle attended. There were no
Republicans on the ballot. John
Krempotic and Douglas Roberts,
candidates for Lake County Sheriff,
attonded. The winner in the pri-
mary will run against Mark Cutran,
Republican incumbent, in the gen-
eral election in November.

As the State League had clarified its
position regarding the Fair Map
redisericting petitions, LWV-LC
volunteers were able to gather signa-
tures ac the forum.

League volunteers for chis forum
included:

o Jane Partridge (LWV-LF/LB)
« Jo-An Sabonjian {1.WV-LF/LB)

« Rosemary Heilemann (LWV-DF)
« Diane Sanderson (L\WV-LF/LB)
+ Mary Mathews (L\WV-LE/LB)

We are looking forward to the fallt
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Report on Fort Sheridan Golf Course Meeting

s the Lake County League has a posi-
tion on the Forest Preserve that begins,
“the primary purposes of the Forest
Preserve District of Lake Connty
(EPDLG) should be conservation and
preseruation, followed by flood con-
trol, restoration, passive recreation
and education, in that order of prior-
ity,” we thought this commavnity de-
liberation may be of interest to the
members.

League member Carol Gilbert at-

Membership Report

tended the Fort Sheridan Forest
Preserve Master Plan Advisory
Committee on February 10th and
reports that a professional facilitator
conducted most of the meeting,
having interviewed all 24 committee
members in advance. Varied ideas of
the mos: appropriate use for the site
were collected. The central question
is whether to recommend that a
golf course be constructed, as origi-
nally envisioned in the deed from

-

the federal government. [n addirion
to four County Board Commission-
ers, the committee members repre-
sent municipalities and park dis-
tricts in Highland Park, Highwood,
Lake Forest, and Lake Bluff, and
the Town of Fort Sheridan Home-
owners Association. The committee
is currently expected to meet again
on April 14th, but no additional
information is available.

From Ann Grant and Tracy Burns,
Membership Co-Chairs

Please welcome our newest
member:

Alicia Lydon
1350 Western Ave., #208
Lake Forest, IL 60045
847-295-5802
LussieLydon@att.net

News & Notes

Happie Datt, a former president of
LWV-LF/LB, is serving in the Peace
Corps in Macedonia. She has 2 blog
address thas she would like to share:
. happiedat. blogspot.com. She
would love to hear from you,

Please contace Ann Grant or Tracy
Bucns if you have any changes
in your home address, phone num-

Success!

A fabulous time was had at the
Grille on Laurel at our Annual
Holiday Luncheon. Barbara Rinefla
was entertaining and engaging, and
the LWV-LF/LB earned over $500
profit from the Holiday Luncheon.
Great Decisions

Great Decisions, a joint program
from the LWV-LF/LB and the local
AAUW, meets on the second Fri-
day of each month to discuss a for-

eign policy topic of immediate con-
cern. Topics include the Global
Financial Crisis; Russia and Its
Neighbots; Global Crime; U.S.~
China Security Relations; The Per-
sian Gulf; and Peace Building and
Conflict Resolution. Space is lim-
ired for this very popular program.
For more information and to ac.
quire a briefing book from the For-
eign Policy Association, contact Pat
Rounsaville, $47-295.3916.

Annual Meeting

bers, or e-mail addresses. We don't
want you o miss any communica:
tion from the League,

And as always, if you know of L
someane intecested in the League,
word of mouth s our best outreach,
Tell them about the League and
contact us and we'll help with the
follow-up.

Save the date; May 20, 2010

Watch your mail for an invitation
t0 our Annual Meeting. Join the
other members to determine the

course of our League’s immediate
future. To facilitate the work, you

will receive important committee l
reports including the Nomnating

Committee’s proposal for next |
year s slae of officers and directors i

for the LWV-LF/LB, } .

S
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th ANDUAL Sponsored by the Education Funds of the Leagues

LUNCHEON ‘U1 of Women Voters of Deerfield, Evanston, Glencoe,
. COMMEMORATING a Glenview, Hightand Park, Lake Forest/Lake Bluff, Park
WOMEN’'S HISTORY MONTH Ridge, Wilmette, and Winnetka/Northfield/Kenitworth.

“Women in Journalism”
Saturday, March 6, 2010

11:45 a.m. Reception « 12:15 p.m. Luncheon « 1:00 p.m. Speaker

Location: The Glen Club, 2901 West Lake Avenue, Glenview

Guest Speaker Elizabeth Brackett ;y s
'\ ; %“” 5

Elizabeth Brackett is a correspondent and substitute host of Chicago N

Tonight and, since 1984, a correspondent covering politics and urban
. ‘problems for PBS’ The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer. She received a Peabody
Award for her coverage of the 1988 presidential campaign, two Midwest

Emmy Awards, and two Peter Lisagor Awards for Business Journalism. . -
She became a first-time author in 2009 with her book, Pay to Play: How

Rod Blagojevich Turned Political Corruption into a National Sideshow.

Cost: $38
R.S.V.P by March 1

For more info call 847-866-7844 (LWV of Evanston voicemail)

Please bring non-perishable food items or paper goods for donation to a local Food Pantry.

Reservation Form — Women'’s History Month Luncheon

Neme; Phone: |
Guests) |
. Enclosed is a check for $ for_______ reservations at $38 per person |
Make checks payable to: LWVIL Education Fund Mail to: Judy Elsass
2117 Harrison St.

Evanston, (L 60201
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League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

| 400 E. Lllinois Rd.
| Lake Foress, IL 60045

FTWYV

Always at your
fingertips!
Want to share the
local League with a
friend? Share our
svebsite:
www.LWV-LFLB.org

Calendar

February §  LWV-LF/LB Board Meering, Gorton Community Center, 1:30 p.m.
February 12 Great Decisions, Betty Buker's, 1:00 p.m.
February 25 2010 Census Program, Lake Bluff Park District, 7:00 p.m.

March 3 LF Building Review Board, affordable housing on agenda, 6:30 p.m.
March 6 Women's History Month Luncheon, Glen Club, Glenvies, 11:45 a.m. [
March $ LWV-LF/LB Board Meeting, Gorton Community Center, 1:30 p.m.

March 10 LF Plan Commission, affordable housing on agenda, 6:30 p.m.

March 12 Great Decisions, Betty Buker's, 1:00 p.m.

April 1 Fair Map Amendment petition signature drive finishes up

April 9 Great Decisions, Betty Buker's, 485 Oakwood, #A3, 1:00 p.m.

April 12 LWV-LF/LB Board Meeting, Gorton Community Center, 1:30 p.n1.

April 22 LWV-LF/LB and AAUW: Book Review, Frances Perkins

May 14 Great Decisions, Betty Buker’s, 1:00 p.m.

May 20 LWV-LF/LB Aonual Meeting

June 1315 LWV National Convention, Atlanta, Georgia

November 2 General Election
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Call to Convention

» The 55th LWVIL Con
vention is schednled for
June 10-12, 2011 in
Skokie, ilinois.

Save the Date

* “fllinois’ Financial

Crisis,” November 9,
7:00 pon.

Gorton Community
Center, 400 E. Hiinois
Rd., Lake Forest

Histary 2

Birthday Bash 2
Candidaie Forum 3
IL Financial Crisis 3
Redistricting .
Affordable Housing 5
Recall Amendment 5
IMLWVRepore 6

Membership Form

League Lines

NovemBer 2010

Letter from the President

League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

We have been reflecting on
the history of LWV lately in
light of the League’s 90th
anniversary. On September
29, we held a "Birthday
Bash," celebrating the ef-
forts of the women who
brought the League into
existence. See page 2 for a
recap of this enjoyable eve-
ning,

Qur other recent activities
have focused on education
and action. As evidenced by
the large turnout, our
communities continue
10 value the League for
its voter education, espe-
cially for our candidate
forums. Both of our
recent forums attracted «
overflow crowds. -

Because of the Recall
Amendment on the No-
vember 2 ballot, and
with redistricting ap-
roaching, this fall we
ned forces with the High-
land Park League, to educate

ourselves and the commu-
nity on these important
statewide issues. Lok for
other articles on recall and
redistricting, both very im-
portant issues, in this news-

A

-~

letter (pages 4 and 5).

T have made major efforts
on behalf of the Settlers
Green affordable housing
project that came before the
Lake Forest City Council
(see page 5). LWV-LF/LB
supports affordable housing,
and we need all of you to be
actively on board. Many
thanks to Kitty Cole for
chairing and to all who
turned out for the Lake For-
est Gity Council meeting,

Ninety years ago the League

did not have the Internet,
but we do now. To see the
current issues our local
league is engaged in, visic
our website (lwvIflb.org)
and click on Issues. Also see
the videos; you may watch

me talking about affordable
housing, or the recent candi-
date forums. Thanks o
Nicki Snoblin for this up-to-
date presence online.

I hope all of you will atiend
the November 9 meeting
with our state legislators,
when we will focus on the
seate financial sitvation and
other major conceras.

Also, mark your calendar
for Eriday, December 3, for
our annual luncheon and

review with Barbara

Rinella. Ivs also a good
chance to bring a guest to
Pl an entertaining League

Thank you to those of
you who have returned
your interest question-
naires. We have looked
them over and plan to
meet with those of you
who have a common in-
terest. And always, feel free
10 call re if you have any
ideas or concerns.

1 thank Mary Mathews and
all the rest of you who have
helped to accomplish our
effortst

—Jane Partridge, President
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90 Years of League History

On February 14, 1920, six months
before the 19th Amendment 10 the
Constitution was ratified, delegates
from the National American
Woman Suffrage Association met
for a victory convention in Chi-
cago. The ealization of votes for
women marked the end of the suf-
frage conventions. However, that
convention was the official begin-
ning of the League of Women Vot-
ers. Carrie Chapman Cat, in her
convention address, proposed the
formation of the League.

Six years later, Mrs. Frank Hixon
organized the LWV of Lake Forest,
and oo years later, Gerirude

Northcott and her friends invited
Mrs. Hixon to speak to their group
in Lake Bluff. One of their carliest

meetings was a candidate forum.

Some of the issues our predecessors
supported were the merit system in
civil service for all branches of gov-
ernment, the elimination of legal
discrimination against women, fed-
ecal suffrage in the District of Co-
Tumbia, the welfare of children, and
ashorter ballot for the state of lli-

It is interesting that 90 years after
the League was formed we are still
fighting various forms of discrimi-

Our Membership Committee was
in full swing and started our year
off with a great party! The Birthday
Bash on September 29th colebrated
the national League's 90th birthday
and also our local League's $5th
birthday. Tracy Buras opened her
lovely home (hid the cat and dog)
and served champagne and choco-
late—what more could anyone ask
for! There were other treats, such as

L 8

Phyliis Albrecht, Suzanne Henderson, and
Tina O'Connor with Tracy Burns, arrayed as a
young woman of the 1970's for the skit.

a birthday cake with
sparklers (see page 1).
OK, s0 we were feel-
ing pretty youthful
and enthusiastic. Un-
fortunately, Mary
Ritter and Susan
Garrent both wore
leg braces from re-

N

cent injuries and
were not able to

move around as
. much as they might
have wanted.

, Jane Partridge provided a history
of the League's activities and drew
§ pacallels o events in U.S. history

during the same time period,
2. Carol Gilbert, Ann Grant, Tracy
Burns, Lisa Dictrich, and Mary

Rutter read their parts while Jane

Carol Gilbert makes a
perfect flapper!

LEAGUE LINES

nation against women. Of the 192
nations that have ratified CEDAW,
the U.S. is the only developed coun-
try not to do so, and Iltinois is one
of the states blocking it. (CEDAW
is the international treaty to replace
the Equal Rights Amendment; it
stands for the Convention for the
Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women.) Our forebears
worked on issues and helped to
make law. Today we are still chal-
lenged to act upon public policy
vigorously to make democracy
work at all levels.

—fane Partridge

Birthday Bash a Successful Membership Event

directed. Their elabo-
rate period clothes

brought the timeline
to life and added
quite a bit of color.
Members and guests
wete inspired in
leacning how the
organization and the
country influenced
feach other.

Many thanks go to
Mary Ritter and
‘Tracy Burns and everyone else who
helped wich this party. It was a
great success.

For the few of you who still have
not paid your dues, the opportunity
1o be included in ¢his year's Mem-
bership Directory is ending shortly.
Please send your check promptly.




Candidate Forums Attract Overflow Crowds

Candidate forums require experi-
enced, sharp League members work-
ing together in a variety of capaci-
ties. Candidates agree to participate
in League-sponsored forums because
we consistently provide a fair venue
for them to share their platform.

Our League helped sponsor candi-
date forums on September 22 at
Glenbrook South High School in
Glenview and at the Lake Forest/
Lake Bluff Senior Center on Sep-
tember 30.

The forum in Glenview, co-
sponsored by our League and the
Highland Park, Glencoe, Glenview,
and other leagues in the 10th Dis-

Garlton Marcyan and Anne Bassi for
Lake County Board District 23.

trict, featured candi
dates for the 10th Con-
gressional District,
Robert Dold and Dan
Seals. More than 1000
people attended.

The forum in Lake For-

est included candid:
running for State Rep-
resentative in the 58th
and 5%th Districts, Lake
County Board District 23, Lake
County Superintendent of Schools,
Lake County Clerk, Lake County
Sheriff, and Lake County Treasurer.
Approximately 150 people attended
the forum in Lake Forest. Jane Par-
tridge welcomed the attendees and
Joan Kaltsas served as the modera-
tor for the 58ch District.

Videos of the forums and bios of

. the candidates are available on our

League’s own website, Lsv-{flb.org.

Thanks to all who volunteered and
attended the forums. We appreciate
the part you played in their success.
Someone mentioned to us that they
thought the candidate forums are
the most important service the

LWV-LF/LB Program: “Illinois’ Financial

Candidates for the 10th Gongressional seat Robert Dold
and Dan Seats seemed miles apart during

their debate in Glenview.

League gives to the community. We
think you will all agree that our 90-
year-old organization can be proud
of the work we do to promote
voter information.

—Ann Hamlin and Ann Grant,
Voter Service Chairs

o
Voer i

Lauren Turelli and Karen May for State
Representative in the 58th District.

Crisis”

November 9, 2010, 7:00 p.m.
Gorton Community Center
400 E. Illinois Rd., Lake Forest

Even though the election is over,
civic participation is not. The
League of Women Voters is already
thinking ahead to the next legisla-
tive session and is looking for infor-
mation and answers about Illinois’

financial crisis. LWV-LF/LB has
reserved the Green Room at the
Gorton Community Center for
7:00 p.m. on November 9, and State
Senator Susan Garrett has agreed to
meet with us to address the State
budget crisis. Mark your calendar
and come with a friend. League
members are known for asking

compelling questions, and Senator
Garrett, who is a past local League
President herself, is particularly
straightforward about the state of
the State. Senator Garrett will speak
primarily about the State’s finances
but will also address other concerns
raised that evening.

[ ..
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Save the Dates!

Annual Holiday Luncheon
December 3, 10:00 a.m.
The Grilie on Laurel

LWV-LF/LB Area’s annual holiday
get-together will be on Friday, De-
cember 3, at the Grille on Laurel,
This time Barbara Rinella wil give
0 dramasic presentations. The
event begins at 10 am.; coffee will
be served during the program, fol-
lowed by a limited-menu luncheon.
Lake Forest Bookstore will bring a
selection of gift books as well as
Barbara's recommendations, so plan
to do your boliday shopping, too.
Invitations will arrive by mail.

Itis easy to support the League with
this traditional and entertaining
community event!

The U.S. and Cuba
March 3, 2011, 7:00 p.m.
LF/LB Senior Center

Professor Alberto Coll, from the
College of Law at DePaul Univer-
sity, will speak to our League about
the United States’ relationship with
Cuba,

Professor Coll s the recipient of the
Secretary of Defense Medal for Out-
standing Public Service for his work

as deputy assistant secrezary of de-

Did you see us in the -
Leke Forest Dax ‘ ik
parade in Augus!
That's Jane Partridos
in the car, with &

couple of exuberant
young volunteer
banner-carriers.

LWVIL Talks About Redistricting

fense (1990-1993) and the Antonio
Jose Irisarri Medal (2004) for his
contribution to strengthening the
rule of law and civilian control over
the military in Guatemala, He au-
thored The Wisdom of Statecraft and
is the editor of several other books
on international relations and law.
Professor Coll teaches courses in
the areas of international law, hu-
man rights, international trade, and
Latin America.

Redistricting is coming, LWVIL is
interested in an improved process
that will ensure the fairest represen-
tation for the citizens of the state.

Tt is predicted that, due to the most
recent census, Ilinois will lose at
least one, or maybe two, seats in the
House of Representatives. Regard-
less of the number of seats, popula-
tions have shifted internally in the
state and district boundaries are
scheduled to be redrawn, as they are
after every census.

We and the LWV of Highland Park
invited Mary Scharfsma from the
LWVIL office to come and share
with us the redistricting problems
and possibilities for reform, She
emphasizes the importance of
changing the method for redistrict-
ing as it is now done.

Redistricting should not be partisan,
although the winaing party has his-
torically determined the districts.
At present, returning incumbents
win 98% of the time, which puts

t00 much power in the hands of
legislative leaders. Poor redistricting
practices result in a lack of competi-
tion and voter choice, and often
communities are split. Less tangible,
but real, effects include greater pos-
sibilities for public corruption and
government gridlock.

Join us and the LWVIL in support-
ing an improved process that will
guide the redistricting in 2011.
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Affordable Housing

The LF/LB League has actively sup-
ported local affordable senior hous-
ing for the past cight years. Our
League last spring at the Annual
Meeting voted to support affordzble
housing for otbers as well as for
seniors, Consisteat with our goals,
Lake Forest has an ordinance stat-
ing all new constuction should
provide 10% of units for seniors or
that percentage in money should be
set aside for senior affordable hous-
ing. In addition, Ifinois state law
requires every town of 4 ceram size
to provide affordable housizg.

Curremly available rentals in Lake
Forest have dwindled 1o far below

Background on the

their historic levels. The Housing
Trust, recognizing this critical need,
developed the Settlers Green project
for 16 mixed affordable townhouses
across from the train station at Tele-
graph and Everett Roads. This very
real opportunity for affordable
housing in Lake Forest is at risk. At
iis October 18th meeting, the City
Council directed the Housing Trust
to go back and study the project
further for financial concerns and
for indicating  certain percentage
for seniors.

Our backing for this project is criti-
cal. We need 10 act in a timely man-
ner because the builder is eligible 0

Recall Amendment

get tax credits at a time when pri-
vate financing for new building is
almost nonexistent and the need is
urgent.

We will contiaue o follow and ac-
tively support the Sextlers Green
project. The efforts of Kitry Cole,
chair, and the members of our Af-
fordable Housing Commitee are
laudable, but the project has not yet
been approved by the City Council.
Itis not 100 late for those who are
interested to call Kitey Cole (847-
735.0418) or Jane Partridge (847-
2341247) 10 help make affordable

housing a realiry in Lake Forest.

From defining the process to deter-
mining the financial and political
implications, the LWVIL thought-
fully analyzed what the recall
amendment on the November 2
ballot would meas for [linois. Al
though the election has passed, their
findings are summarized here for
our members” information.

Recall i the process whereby voters
can remove and replace an elected
official before the end of his or her
term of office. The amendment in
Minois would allow recall of only
the Governor.

“The process would require the fol-
lowing:

» Any proponent of recall may file
an affidavit with the Illinois State
Board of Klections during the
first b months of a Governor’s
term of office,

o The affidavit must be signed by
at least 10 members of the Ilinois
House. No more than 50% of the
signatures in each chamber can
be from members of the same
political party.

o Peritions must be signed by at

least 15% of the total votes cast

for Governor in the preceding
general election.

About 525,000 signatures must be

collected (100 or more from each

of at least 25 of Illinois’ 102 coun-
ties) and submitted to the State

Board of Elections for certifica-

tion within 150 days.

1 the State Board, within 100 days,
determines the signatures are suffi

cient, it will call for a special elec-
tion for voters to decide on recall.

1 the recall is successful, the Gover-
nor is immediately removed from
office and an acting Governor is
appointed. Another election is

held—within 60 days of the recall
election—to elect a successor Gover-
nor, who holds office until the next
election for Governor.

The recall process could take up 10
13 months. The cost, estimated by
the State Board, for both elections
would be $101 million.

Eighteen other states permit recalls,
not just for the Governor. Few gu-
bernatorial recall attempts have
been successful. Prior to the 2003
recall of California Governor Gray
Davis, the oaly other successful
recall was of North Dakota Gover-
nor Lynn Frazier in 1921. Califor-
nia voters have initiaced 32 guberna-
torial recall attempts since 1911, but
the 2003 recall of Governor Davis
was the first to reach the ballot.

Further information is available at
worw.Iwvilorg.
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Report on Lake Michigan LWV Annual Meetingﬁ

The 2010 Annual Meeting of the
LMLWY was held on October 9,
2010 at Manitowoc, Wisconsin and
was attended on behal of LWV-
LF/LB by Robbyn Kilbane-
MecFadden.

LMLWY has found a supporter in
Manitowoc Mayor Justin Nickels,
who spoke to the convened group
prior to the business meeting on
Saturday morning. Of particular
interest is the fact that he has started
aMayor's Youth Action Council
for the purpose of engaging his
community in advocacy for Lake
Michigan.

Judy Johaston, who many of you
have known from our League and
the Lake County League, is the
newly elected President of
LMLWV.

The 2010-2011 Program of the
LMLWYV will be based on the na-
tional resources positions of the
LWVUS as they relute to the envi-
ronmental issues affecting the Lake
Michigan Basin and surrounding

states, 10 include the following:

o Educate the public and the Lake
Michigan Leagues on the prob-
lems of Lake Michigan and the
Great Lakes

o Encourage public participation in
planning for the protection and
restoration of the Great Lakes

o Support scientific research for the
Great Lakes

o Encourage shoreline management
planning and implementation

State reports were given by repre-
sentatives from Illinois, Indiana,
Michigan, and Wisconsin (which
will be further highlighted in the
next issue of SPLASH, the newslet-
ter of the LMLWY; wacch for it at
wrww.Imlwv.org).

Directions were given to the Board
regarding CAFOs, genetically al
tered plants and animals, future
infrastructure development within
the Lake Michigan Watershed, and
emphasizing pre-European settle-
ment and history within the Lake

LWV-LF/LB NewsBriefs by E-mail

Michigan Watershed and shoreline
areas (Native American activity) as
part of LMLWV's educational ac-
tivities.

In her closing remarks, President
Judy Johnston encouraged all mem-
bers to participate and be visible in
their activism concerning Lake
Michigan and the Great Lakes.

A lunchtime speaker, Jim Knickel-
bine, from the Woodland Dunes
Nature Center and Reserve in Twin
Rivers, Wisconsin, made a wonder-
ful presenation that walked us
through life ar the Dunes. With
photos and words he showed the
complexity of the wildlife and envi-
ronment residing within the Re-
serve and how interrelated it is with
the health and balance of Lake
Michigan.

‘The festivities concluded with the
opportunity to go to the Woodland
Dures Reserve for a tour and walk
with Mr. Knickelbine.

—Robbyn Kilbane-McEadden

Have you been getting our LWV-
LE/LB NewsBriefs in your email
inbox? Did you see our new e-mail
format starting October 202 If not,
let us know your current e-mail
address so we can add you to the
list.

Want to be kept up to date with
timely, cawchy, brief, and pertinent
news? Watch your e-mail inbox for
the LWV NewsBriefs.

Don’t want to wait for information
to come to you? Check out what is

happening anytime at www.lwv-
1fib.org. Be sure to check out the
videos of recent forums, as well as
President Jane Partridge being inter-
viewed for Chicago Tonight!

-
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. LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS LAKE FOREST/LAKE BLUFF AREA
Please the ion and return with your check to
LWV-LFLB (attn: Membersh:p) PO Box 645, Lake Forest, if. 60045
2010-2011 MEMBERSHIP

Name: Phone:
Address Email:
City, State, Zip

WMEMBER INTEREST SURVEY
Please mark your ares of expertise/interest to be published in the direclory (rank top two selections).

Local issues Natural Resource Issues
Affordable Housing Land Use
Safety/Disaster Preparedness Wetlands
School Funding Recycling
Land Development Pesticides
Transportation Water Quaiity
Other_______ Other.
County and State Issues Social Policy Issues
County Government Children’s Services
Criminal Justice Mental Health
State Election laws Income Assistance
Redistricting Drug Rehabilitation
Other. Other.

. National Intemational
Immigration Nuclear Proliferation
Civil Liberties. Global Warming
Safeguarding Democracy United Nations
Security/Terrorism Military/Defense Spending
Other. Other.

1am interested in participating in the Great Decisions Discussion Group

Please make checks
payable to LWVLFLB.
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES Duesia e noldeaeie
Patron 0 $250 Member 0865 for income tax
Benefactor o $200 Senior Member ©$60 PUIPCEES
Advocate o $150 Student Member 0$25
Sponsor o $100 Associate Member o $25
Supporter 0 $75 (non-voling: for non US Gitizens or less than 18 years old)

twould also like to make a separate tax-deductible donation fo e LWV Education Fund of §,
(Make Check Payabie 1o LWV Education Fund)

LWANT TO HELP

« b will host a 2 hour coffee meeting at my home on (specify month, day & am or pm).
* | will help with the Ieﬂer for bulk area mailing in July/August for September mailing
¢ | will take for LWVIL. hon in 011
' «  Lwill help with the Annual Meeting packet (assembly and printing) in early April, 2011
+  Lwill help with sub-commiltee reports for Annual Meeling. Programs By-Laws Budget (specily one)
¢ love parties and will coordinate OHoliday Luncheon-Dec 2010; DAnnual Meeting-May, 2011 (specify one)




League of Women Vaters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

P.O. Box 645
Lake Forest, IL 60045

What are these women doing?
See page 2!

Dates to Remember

LWV-LF/LB Board of Directors

November 2
November 8

November 9

December 3

Election Day

LWV-LF/LB Board Meeting

1:30 p.m., Lake Forest Bank

Program; “lllinois’ Financial Crisis”
7:00 p.m., Gorton Community Center
Holiday Luncheon, Grille on Laurel

Always at your
fingertips!

Want 1o share the
local League with a friend?
Share our website:
wew.LWV-LELB.org

Jane Partridge
Ann Hamlin
Ann Grant
Tracy Burns
Mary Ritter
Mailyn Shineflug
Liz Bradner
Lisa Dietrich
Cindy Morehead
Linda Bartmes
Carol Gilbert
Jan Schaobrich
Robbyn Kilbane-McFadden
Off-Board Positions
Nicki Snoblin
Staff.
Bev Adamezyk
Nicki Snoblin

President

Vice President, Voter Service
Vice President, Voter Service
Vice President, Membership
Vice President, Membership
Secretary

Treasurer

Program

Program

LWVLC Board Liaison
Communication

Voter Registration

LMLWYV Board Liaison

Webmaster

Newsletter
Newsletter
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What is this woman doing?
See page 3.

SAVE THE DATE!
State League Convention
June 10-12, 2011

At the Holiday Inn North
Shore Chicago, Skokie

Be involved! Be inspired!

Election Day is April 5
Early Voting starts March 14

Inside this issue:

Upcoming contested 2
elections

Cuba and the US 2
State of the Community 3
Holiday luncheon recap 3
linois' fiscal crisis ’
From our mailbox ’

Women's progress in 5
global leadership

League Lines
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League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

Letter from the President

Mary Mathews and 1 were breathless after the
more-chan-full fall schedule, but after a shost win-
ter’s nap, we're ready to go again in 20111

Our big efforc advocating for affordable housing
was heard several times ar Ciry Council and even
on WTTW TV on “Chicago Tonight.” [ appreci-
are the attendance of many of yois at the Council
meetings to show suppors.

The Hlinois® Fiscal Crisis progeam in carly No-
vember at Gorton was well actended. Our speaker,
Johin Bouman, from the Responsible Budget Coali-
tion, was joined by state Senators Susan Garreu
and Terry Link (see page 4 for a repord).

Early December brought our annual Holiday
Luncheon at the Grille on Laurel. Barbara Rinella
entertained us with Claude and Camille. There
was a good turnout and 2 number of nonmember
guests. Then on the 18th, Great Decisions celebras-
ed with Happie Dart on her holiday recess from
the Peace Corps in Macedonia and listened to her
report on the state of women there and her efforts
helping them.

Thanks o our program chairs, Cindy Morehead
and Lisa Dietrich, we had an informative program
presented by our municipal administratars Bob
Kiely and Drew Irvin in January: There is much
that is positive to report locally (see page 3).

Mary Mathews, Cindy Morchead, Diane Sand-
erson and I atended the State League Issues
Briching in carly February. Ralph Martire, Execu-
tive Director of the Cenrer for Budges and Tax
Accounbilicy, and Karhy Ryg, former Illincis
state represenvacive and current president of Voices
for Illinois Children, spoke abour the fiscal crisis
and its ramifications. The speakers pointed out
that [llinois still, even with the recent tax increase,
has lower raxes than any surrounding state except
Missouris char for every $1 che state spends, $1.35
comes back because it creates jobs for workers:

that our stare budget is mean and lean alreadys

that 35% of the budget goes for education, 35%
for healeh care, 21% for human serviees (mental
health, children, etc.), and 5% for public safecy;
thac che “trickle-down theory” has proven not to be

true; and that more and more children are growing
up in paverey in [llinois {19-20% this year) and

25 a result there is lower educational achievement,
diminished employmenc prospects, and greater
health problems for our children.

The other workshops were on redistricting, health
care reform, and pension reform. We will try to
keep you informed so chat you may pass on the
information to friends in our communicy. One of
our major jobs is education on public policy!

The February Board Meeting on February 14th
was followed by tea and goodies and a discussion
on our League Program for the coming year. Thank
you 1o all who atcended for your input and ideas!

Join us and fellow Leaguers for two excellent pro-
grams in March. On the 3rd at 7:00 pm, Professor
Alberto Coll will speak on U.S.-Cuban relations

at the Senior Center. [ highly recommend his ralk,
as T have heard him. Also, on March Sth is the
Womens History Month Luncheon in Glenview.
Rachel Bronson, VP of Programs and Studies at
‘The Chicago Council on Global Affairs, will be the
speaker {see page 2).

And there is more to come: a progeam in April, the
annual meecing in May, and the State Convention
June 10-12 in Skokie. [ hope most of you will try
to attend, for our National president, Elisabech
McNamara, will be there and the program should
be very informarive and inspiring. Conventians are
a great way to learn what is happening in Leagues
ourside our own communicy.

Asa final word, for the first time in our 90-year
history there Is a serious concern abou civilicy

in all of our forums and programs (page 4). Even
though we have our partisan views individually,
the League must remain nonpastisan 2nd must
continue to hold discussions and write articles of
informatian on public palicy. We need your input,
your help, and your recruitment of new members!

Jane Partridge, Co-Presiden:

PS.: We are accepting Program suggestions for
next year. Please contact a board member or call
me ar 847-234-1247.
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Upcoming Contested Elections

Be Informed With the
LWV-LFLB Video Voters Guide!

Vorer Service co-chairs Ann Hamlin and
Ann Grant are trying a new format to pro-
vide voters a chance 1o learn abour the can-
didares in our local School Board elections.
With the support of LFTV; each of the 12
candidates (four for the three seacs on each
board) was videotaped giving a five-minute
talk abou his or her qualifications to serve
and answering questions the candidates were
given before the taping. The result is a Video
Voters Guide, which is available on our
website, www.lwv-Ifb.org. The Video Voters
Guide is also being broadcast on LETV now:
through April 5. A DVD of the Video Vor-
ers Guide is available upon request {contact
Ann G. or Ann HL.). We hope this will
provide voters an informative, convenient
source to use when they are deciding how
they will cast their vote. We welcome your
ck.

Consolidated Election
Information
Just as we can count on the winter thawing
and the rerurn of spring, lliinois residents
can look forward to consolidared elecrions
every odd-numbered year in the spring:
Ballors will include city, village, and library
officials. This spring the local school boards
have contested elcctions,

o March 8: Last day w register to Yote

 March 11: Voting by mail begins in the

County Clerks office

o March 14; Early voting begins

« March 31: Early voting ends

 April 5: Consolidared General Election

wr's Holiday Luncheon -

Scenes from Dec
well atiended anc

Cuba and the United States: Will They Ever Be Friends?

Thursday, March 3, 7:00 pm
LF/LB Senior Center
100 E. Old Mill Road

Have you thought much abous Cuba lately?
Maybe you heard that sugar will no longer
be subsidized in that councry. But how
much do you know about our close neigh-
bor to the souch? The League of Women
Voters and the AAUW are joining forces o
bring Dr. Alberro Coll to Lake Forest foran
evening chat shouldn't be missed!

Renowned speaker Dr. Alberto Coll, profes-
sor of International Law ac DePaul Univer-
sicy Law School, will discuss the relation-
ship berween Cuba and the United States,

E-ALERTS: NOT JUST FILLER
FOR YQOUR INBOX!

You've been getting them ... but have
you been reading them? Caral Gilbert
sends out our e-alerts periodically. Often
pithy and witly, always brief and to the
point, they're a good quick read - and
they're the easiest way for you to stay
on top of what we're doing. So the next
time you see “LVW-LFLB” in your
inbox - open it up!

addressing the
ceneral question,
will they ever be
friends?

Born in Cuba,
Professor Coll
came 10 the
United States
ac the age of
13, knowing no
Engish. He went on to graduate cum laude
from Princeton University and earned his
J.D. and Ph.D in government and forcign
affairs from University of Virginia. Before
joining DePaul, Dr. Coll caught ac George-

OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT!

town University and was a Senior Research
Fellow at the Naval War College. From
1990-93 he served as Principal Deputy As-
sistant Secreary of Defense and carned the
Secretary of Defense Medal for Ourstand-
ing Public Scrvice. Hle is the author of The
Wisdom of Ssasecraft as well as many acicles
in international law journals and Foreign
Policy magazine.

Dr. Coll has wricten on, and traveled exten-
sively to, Cuba. You will not wan to miss
this informative discussion about the furure

of the United States' relationship with Cuba.

Come, and bring your spouse and friends.
Questions? Call Cindy (847-295-6470).

Serve your community and your League. Do you like to write? Possibilities are

nNewsletter mini-briefs and press releases or longer essays on vital fopics. Do you
have same time to spare for any of those activities? Or could you take pictures that
could be pubiished in the local media? Can you serve on the Board in seme capacity?

Please call Mary (847-295-1494) if you would like to hear some more choices, or

would like to suggest some. Contributing just a few hours can be very helpful to the
League and very rewarding for you!

b {
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rators

‘. “'State of the Community” With Our Municipal Ad

Lase monthis “State of the Union” address
was followed the next evening by our own
live “State of the Community” addrss
delivered by che administrators in charge of
the day-o-day operations of the Cicy and
Village to League members and friends.

Lake Forest Ciry Manager Bob Kicly spoke
abour the “new normal” and wondered
aloud, “How much cetail is optimal2* He
noted “interest is increasing” for recail store-
fronts now. Another pleasanc circumstance
for Lake Forest is the TARP money |
funded the just-complered Waukegan Road
and Green Bay Road projects.

Lake Bluff Village Administcacor Drew Irvin
is especially proud of che Village’s reinvest-
ment in its central business district. Lake
Bluffwas also able to secure grants for radio
equipment and cavine work char will im-
prove wacer qualicy. Another special project
in Lake Bluff is the Res. 176 & 41 prelimi-
fiary engineering design intended 1o further
encourage state action.

P Though real estate activity is increasing,
) both towns have parcels with uncercain
futures. Barar, Settler’s Green, Lansdowne,
the former Bath & Tennis, and Stonebridge
wete cited. Though in some cases “multiple
offers” are rumored, the viability of those
offers in a finicky market is hard «
The administrators also listed their policy
prioricies for the coming year. Bob Kiely
puts business first on his lisc: the extensive
road construction near Market Square is

now complete, and as the economy rights
inself commercial interests are expected 1o
rebound. Second on his list i affordable
housing, with an expanded Housing Trust
Board to “expand the discussion.” Third

is improved communicacions: the new
online Ciizens Commaunications Center
will ensure a timely response 1 residents’
questions. On a lighter note, ¢he ity will

host its 150¢h celebration. The “big t
out” will be Labor Day weckend, with the
Dave Mason Band performing near Market

Drew Irvin also cited business incerests as
a fust priority, with an emphasis on the
evolving retail corridor on Waukegan Road.
Special events are a second feature of Vil-
lage life, as are quality communications,
evidenced by the newly redesigned Village
websice. A new category of intetests derives
from che Village's firss strategic plan since

Good Food, Good Company, and Good Books!

the 1920s. The new plan lists initiatives

10 keep the vitlage “robust and stable” and
maincain an “unparalleled quality of ife.”

In response o audience questions, we
learned chat a new stoplight is being
planned for Waukegan Road in Lake Bluff;
senior housing initiatives in Lake Forest

are dormant primarily because “seniors are
not moving’; affordable housing is “fronc
and center,” though not necessarily in che
form of Sectler's Green; pension concens
<oncinue, though future workers will have
smaller packages; Gorton will continue

45 2 Communicy Center, with some new
cenants; “connectiviy needs work" in Lake
Bluff, particularly with respece fo the Sanc-
tuary neighborhood; the Rec Center in Lake
Forest is doing well financially; and McKin-
ley Road near the erain scation is becoming a
culcural corridor, a development model chat
will be encouraged.

L was with much good humor that the ad-
ministrators and audience discussed garbage
~ extensively. Drew Irvin noed the roller
bins have increased recycling 30%. The
eransition to pickup once a week was “scam-
less.” Garbage was outsourced, helping the
Village reduce staff by a quarter. The Village
drivers were guaranteed jobs with the new
company, and some snowplowing has been
privatized, too. Cost savings have exceeded
expectacions. Bob Kiely says Lake Forest
‘may take a closer look at chac!

Was ic Camille's bright emerald green
gown, the holiday decorations, the dessert,
or cacching up with friends that made our
holiday luncheon so enjoyable? Members
and guests thoroughly enjoyed the annual
Holiday Luncheon at The Grille on Friday,
December 3rd. Barbara Rinella, dressed

in an elegant gown and sparkling jewels,
portrayed Camille from che book Clande
and Camille: A Novel of Monet. Rinella's in-
cerpretation was amusing and delightful and
ser the tone for the rest of the morning.

) The food was tasty and filling, with many
oohs and aahs about the choices of desserts.
Conversations coveting a wide range of sub-
jeets from addicions co families, travel plans,

election results, and a mulcicude of other
interests, There wasn't enough time to catch
up with everyone.

While che luncheon was a greac membership
event, it also served as a fundraiser. Lisa
Dietrich again provided books from the
Lake Forest Book Score with a perceneage

of the sales donated to the League. Also

this year, Linda Baremes provided beausiful
holiday table decorations that were sold and
the profit was donated to the League.

Thank you to all who were able to at-

tend and to those who worked so hard to
organize this event, See our websice for more
photos (wwwlwy-Ifb.org).

S — L amilie: A
Novel of Monet, at the Holiday Luncheon.
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Illinois’ Fiscal Crisis

The audicnce flled che room at Gorron
Community Center for our November pro-
gram - [llinois’ Fiscal Crisis. John Bouman,
Prcsident of the Sargent Shriver National
Ceneer on Poverty Law, spoke on behalf of
the Responsible Budgec Coalition. Bouman
explained the current state financial prob-
Jems and the resulting impacts. State Sena-
tors for Lake Forest and Lake Bluff Susan
Garrett and Tetry Link also were speakers
and oudlined their cxperiences wich the
fiscal problems and possible solutions. Audi-
ence members were active in asking probing
questions and requesting results. There were

From Our Mailbox

some lively exchanges and some unpleasant
realizations. While acknowlcdging there
were obvious problams, each of our threc
speakers had suggestions for resolving some
of the systemic issucs. All agreed that the
budger had o be fixcd, and tha the scaie
could no longer put off addressing the press-
ing probl
The League of Women Voters joined with

1 200 other nonprofit organizations
as a conlition partner in the Responsible
Budger Coalition. The League believes the
state needs to increasc its revenucs, pay its
past-due bills, and provide essencial public

Afier he fall elections we received this thoughe-
fid commentary from Nancy Marcus concern-
ing civility in public disconrse and suppore for
League moderators. We want so share it wish
o, ta0.

November 16, 2010
Dear League Leaders,

As you may have read or heard the Le
of Women Voters of Illinais came

attack. The LNV of Lake County held a
forum for the 8ch Congressional Districe,
which was co-sponsored by Grayslake Cen-
teal High School. During this forum there
was a disruption from audience members
demanding thar the Pledge of Allegiance be
recited. After most in the audience stood
and said the Pledge, the Moderator tried to
te-gain control. Many unfavorable blog ar-
dicles were writcen about the Moderator and
the League, and League was featured on In-
side Edicion and the Glen Beck Show. Some
of the postings threatened the moderator of
the forum and our executive director. Police
tepores were filed and an account was sent
70 the FBI. We stand by che Moderator and
hope chat all you can empathize with het
role in chis.

“This is unacceptable behavior and shoutd
not be tolerated by anyone. Unfortunately
this was not the only case of incivility.
Leagues across the country have faced
similar disruptions to eheir forums. Under
the advisement of the LWVUS, the LWVIL
chose not 1o respond to the blogs and
articles. We will, however, work with the

WATCH FOR INFORMATION

‘about an Ageil program. Details to come
(check your e-alerts!).

ANNUAL MEETING - SAVE
THE DATE!

Tuesday, May 17, 7:00 pm {place TBD)

LWVUS to craft a message as we look for-
ward to the 2012 elections. As Nancy Tate,
Exccutive Director of the LWVUS said,
“these attacks represent a concerted attack
of our credibility as a erusted, nonpartisan
organization - and one which s likely |
gecstronger in 2012. We intend to
strongly on this.”

Looking forward to the 2011 Consolidaced
Elections in your towns, the LWVIL is
working (o create guidclines chat will help
you as you plan for upcoming forums. We
cannot prevent occurrences like this from
happening buc with betcer prepatations
pechaps we can respond more cffecively.
Qur work in Voter Service projects is vical
0 not only the League bur to our com-
munities, We need to continue our Voter
Service work as we have done for the lasc 90
years. If you have and questions or concerns
please o not hesicate to coneace us.

Sincerely,
Nancy Marcus, Dresidenc
President@hovil.org

Jan Dorner, Vice-president Voter Service
Vorerservice@lwvil.org

LEAGUE LINES

services, For more information about the
Coalition, please sce thir website,
www.abetterillinois.com.

L ssuwe of Women Voters of the
Wte ForestLake Bluff Area
Board of Directors

Jane Parlridge  Co-President

Mary Mathews ~ Co-President

Aon Hamfin ~ Vice President, Voter
Senvice

Ann Grant Vice President, Voter
Service

Tracy Bums Ve President,
Membership

Mary Ritter Vice President,
Membership

Marilyn Shineflug Secretary

Liz Bradner Treasurer

LisaDietrich  Program

Cindy Morehead Program

Linda Bartmes  LWVLC Board Liaison

Carol Gilbert  Communication

Jan Schnobrich  Voter Registration

Robbyn Kilbane-McFadden
LMLWV Board Liaison

Off-Board Positions

Nicki Snoblin Webmaster
Staff

BevAdamezyk  Newsletter
Nicki Snoblin Newsletter

R ———
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FEBRUARY 2011

1 TH Annual " Spansared by the Education Funds of the Leagues of
Luncheon o Women Votersof Deerfield, Evanston, Glencoe, Glenview,
I commemorating Highland Park, Lake Forest/Lake Bluft, Park Ridge,
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH Wilmette, and Winnetka/Northfield/Kenilworth

I
700MEN'S /PROGRESS IN (JLOBAL _/EADERSHIP” {
SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2011 1
|
|

11:45 a.m. Reception  12:15 p.m. Luncheon « 1:00 p.m. Speaker

Location: The Glen Club, 2901 West Lake Avenue, Glenview (847-724-7272)
Entrance to The Glen Club is directly across from the Glenview National 9 Golf Course.
Map available at www.theglenchub,com

Rachel Bronson is Vice President of Programs and Studies at The Chicago Council on Global Affairs.
She oversees more than 150 yearly programs as well as The Council's increasing intellectual capital.
Prior to that, Dr. Bronson was Senior Fellow and Director, Middle East Studies, at the Council on
Foreign Relations in New York. She received her B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania; M.A.
and Ph.D. from Columbia University.

Dr. Bronsons book, Thicker than Oil: America’s Uneasy Partnership with Saudi Arabia (Oxford
University Press, 2006), has been translated into Japanese and published in paperback. Her

1 writings have appeared in publications such as Foreign Policy, Foreign Affairs, The New York
Times, and The Chicago Tribune. She has commented widely on foreign affairs in outlets such
as NPR, CNN, The Lehrer News Hour, The Charlie Rose Show, and The Daily Show with Jon
Stewart. Dr. Bronson has served as a consultant to NBC News and the Center for Naval
Analyses. She has testified before the Congressional Anti-Terrorist Finance Task Force,
Congress’ Joint Economic Committee and the 9/11 Commission, i

Cost: $38 — Reservations must be received by March 1
For more info call 847-604-1207, Glencoe ext.

Donations will be collected for the YWCA Evanston North Shore Domestic Violence Program and the YWCA Lake County
School Age After School Program. In addition to monetary donations, the YWCA Evanston needs Polaroid 600 film, large and
x-large disposable diapers, new socks and underwear for women and children, gift cards to stores (Jewel, Dominicks, Target).
Monetary donations to the YWCA Lake County will go towards purchasing children's board games.

Reservation Form - Women'’s History Menth Luncheon

Hame: _Phone;_

Guest(s):
Enclosed is a check for § for reservations at $38 per person
Make checks payable to: LWVIL Education Fund Mail to: Hollis Burgess

945 Valtey Road
Glencoe, iL 60022
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League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

P.O. Box 645 www.LWV-LFLB.org

Lake Forest, IL 80045
1

DON’T MISS ...
March 3 U.S.-Cuba Relations
Speaker: Dr. Alberto Colt
7:00 pm, LF/LB Senior Center
March 5 Women'’s History Month Luncheon
See page 5 for registration info -
Register by March 1/

March 14 Early Voting Starls

Lake Forest City Hall
April 5 Consolidated Election
May 17 Annual Meeting

7:00 pm, location TBD

June 10-12 LWVIL State Convention
Holiday Inn North Shore Chicago,
Skokie, IL.

Does this look
familiar to you? H

If not, you haven't %
visited our website!
Check it out at

www.LWV-LFLB.org

newsletter.

|

Click here lo read
our most recent

visit the News Archive

s

Grassrools and Goodies

Came join us over a cup of tea, 3nd enjoy some.
valentine's Day sweets and other aoodies when we
meet on February 14th. We will discuss Program
Planning at the state and local levels for next year, The

influencing public palicy! Click here for detaited
information on the process.

We will meet at Abbie’s house (email us for location). Please park in her driveway or
on Briar Lane 5o as not to black her neighbors’ driveways,

Our Town
1f you want to know what is going on in Lake Forest i
or Lake B, you can go to the municipal websites .
of You can attend a meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 26,
a1 7:30pm. The League of Women Voters is holding a.
communty dialogue with Bob Kiely, Lake Forest City
Manager, and Dresy Irvin, Lake Bluff Village:
Administrator. The program will be at the Lake Bluff
Park District, 355 W. Washington Ave., Lake Bluf.
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League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

2011 Annual Meeting

To view the Program for After days of rainy and cold weather, May 17¢h was warm and clear,
2010-2011, please see providing lovely conditions for the 2010 Annual Meeting. Mary Riuer
our website, opened her home and enhanced the warmch of the day with her gracious
www LWV-LFLB.osg, hospitality. Conversation groups flled every space. After much cacching
Issucs and Action page. up. members enjoyed a delicious pasta dinaer from Wisma. Over desscrt,
members got down to business. “ -‘

The meeting wene swiftly and smoothly. A busy Program based on many

National and Statc priorities was adopted. The Proposed Budger and Bylaw

amendments were approved. And finally, the Nominating Slate was vored

for unanimously.

Many thanks go ta retiring LWV-LF/LB Area Board members: Carol

Gilbert, Ann Hamlin, Robbyn McFadden, and Marilyn Shineflug. And L

welcome to Midge Heurich. wha will be the Lake Michigan LWV Liaison. .

Presidents’ Letter 2

LWVIL Convention 2

w

Lake County Redistrict-
ing

a

National & State Action

a

Spring Programs Recap

Interview with Con- 5
gressman Dold

LWVIL “State of the 5
State” Luncheon

News from LWVIL 6

National League Active 6

AHordable Housing 6
Update

Federal Government in
Public Education

In Memoriam
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Ac the Beijing Women's Forum in 1995 «
U.S. women were cxhorted “to go home and
make democracy work; for the U.S. i

hope of the world.” We, Leaguc of Women
Voters, have che best opportunity to make
demacracy work through our candidate
forums, vocer registration, and education

on public policy issues. We must remember
that our non-partisan perspective informs all
our activity, even though our members may
have pactisan views. And we have political
positions chat we have scudied as thoroughly
as possible and we act upon them.

For instance, Elizabech McNamara, our na-
tional president, at our LWVIL convention
this June, told abou che adverdisements the
League ran supporing the EPA Clean Air
Accand naming two well-known scnators,
one Republican and onc Democrat. The
senators were named because they had vored
against the act the League advocates.

President McNamara also spoke about cur-
rent lack of civility, a problem we have faced
here in Lake County this year. Even George
Washingron, at age 16, in his small book on
civil manners noted first the imporcance of
liscening 5o and being civil to “all who are
present.” “Always remember George!” It is
imperative char our leadership model and
encourage listening and discussion based
upon facts.

On April 10th our monthly meeting, parc-
nered with Mochers Truse Foundation, fea-

Letter from the President

cured Ralph Marire, from the non-partisan
Office of Tax and Budget Accountabilicy,
Kachy Ryg, from Voices of llinois Children,
and Kristy Long of United Way. The panel.
made clear that education, health and hu-
man services all come out of only 21 percent
of the state budger. Consequently, cutbacks
hure our children, pardcularly che many
living in povery. And when our children
are poorly educated, chey are unprepared for
the workforce in our state. ‘The meering at
Gorton was broadcast on Ch. 17 and 19 all
of May and can be made available to anyone
intctested ... which brings us to encourage
all of you to awcend our monthly meetings
seaningful dialogue and for gecting to
know each other becter. We were happy to
chat our annual meeting ac Mary Ritcers
very well actended. If you weren' there,
you missed some good food, great conversa-
“w1and a productive meeting!
Liz Bradner, Mary Mathcws, Cindy More-
head, jane Parcridge, and Diane Sanderson
acended the LWVIL Convention in June.
‘The convention was galvanizing, We recurn
energized wich new ideas and fresh informa-
tion and eager to progress with what we've
learned from other Leagues
Looking ahead chis summcr, we nced your
help to design and grace the floats for the
Lake Bluff July 4ch parade and the | 50th
Anniversary Lake Forest Day Parade on Au-
gust 3rd. Our League hiscory, if you include

Report on &e LWVIL Convention, June 10-12

————
the fight for womens suffrage that led co the
direct establishment of the LWV in 1930,
and the 91 years since, is approximarely
parallel o Lake Forescs 150 years of hiscory,
T was well-to-do and middle-class women
who led the charge, often at theic own peri,
We're not asking you “to lay down your
life,” buc we are inviting all of you to jain ys
“make democracy work.” in whatever way,
lasge or small.

Next year we would like o have local
League members observe our Jocal govern
mental board meetings. If chis intercsts you,
lec us know and what board you would like
to observe. We also need League members
to serve on suidy groups. For instance, the
LWVUS wants inpuc by November 30 on
“The Federal Role in Public Education” (see
page 7). Some of you have evinced interest
in cercain topics of local interest as well.
We will host a New Membership affair in
Seprember, and we have been planning
some ineeresting programs, including a
Holiday Luncheon wich 2 new actress and
storyteller as well as candidate forums in
February. Bring a new member and bring
your ideas. Your support in whatever way is
imporcant!

agood summer and hope to sc you

Jane and Mary

Four members of our league — Jane Par-
tridge, Mary Mathews, Liz Bradner, and
Cindy Morchead - actended the Bien-

nial LWVIL Convention in Skokie the
weekend of June 10th. We joined more
chan 90 delegates representing 28 leagues
throughou Illinois for 2% days of meetings,
workshops and necworking. We went to two
workshops Friday afternoon and another
Saturday afiernoon. I especially enjoyed the
workshop on “Grass Roots Organizing,” led
by Cheryl Wollin, where I leacned abou
the [1-year struggle to get legislation passed
to abolish the death penalcy. Ac the din-

ner Friday evening we were enterained by
Mary Ann Ahern, political reporter at NBC
Chicago, who told many anecdores about

her experiences with Mayor Daley and
Rahm Emanuel. One convention highlighe
was the keynote specch on Sacurday by the
new LWVUS President, Elizabeth MacNa-
mara. Her passion about the imporance of
the League's concinuing barde to safeguard
voters' rights as well as the struggle to keep
Congress from gutting che Clean Air Act
was cruly inspiring.

At the two plenary sessions Sacurday and
Sunday, we discussed and passed the budgec
and the Scate League Program for the nexc
two years. At the recommendacion of the
Statc Board, we approved a new study of the
pension problems and proposals for pension
reform in Wlinois. Ocher issues che llinois

League will facus on in the next owo years
are fiscal policy and rax reform, campaign
finance and echics reform, redistricting
reform, immigration, climate change, and
regulation of large-scal livestock faciliies.
Liz commented, “Ie was exciting to discuss
stace-wide issues and whether che League
should take chem on. 1 was proud ro work
for an organization that takes responsibility
for social justice.”

We hope many of you will want to join
League members chroughout the State in
studying, educaring the public, and advocat-
ing on these important issues.

Cindy Morehead
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Spotlight on League Achievement

At the biennial Convention, LWVIL shincd a “Spatlight on League Achicyement” on
LWV-LFLB by recognizing its atcractive and informative communications: appealing
website, quarcerly newslettcr, monchly e-alers, community signs, and public access TV ads.

Congrarulaions!

Lake County Redistricting Doesn’t Benefit Residents

Under the leadership of LWV-Lake County,
LWV-Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Arca worked
with the Highland Park and Deerfield
Leagues on the recent county redistricting.
Afcer the census, just as at the scace and
Congressional levels, the Couney must draw
new county board districts.

In March, 2011 the Lake County Board
established a Reapportionment Commit-
tec. The Leagues along with the Mexican
American Legal Defense Education Fund
(MALDEF) and the NAACP were invited
€0 be part of the process. League members
attended a couple of meetings and gave
testimony. David Stolman, Chaitman of the
Lake County Board, wanted to prevent a
laws similar to the one MALDEF filed
10 years ago when the County did not com-
ply with the Voting Rights Act. The Voting
Rights Act requires the creation of
that provide an opportuniy for min
10 elect a candidate of theit choice when
cereain conditions are met. It requires offi-
cials o consider race to help ensure char the
redistricting plans do nor dilute minority
voting strengch. Other requirements for re-
discricting include: equal population in each
diserict, contiguous and compac districts,
and the minimizacion of municipal and
township fracturing,

Although che requicements of the Voting
Righes Act were met, the Leagues, MAL-
DEF, and NAACP wete disappointed with
the Reapporsionment Committee. Contrary
t0 the Lake County Leagues recommenda-
cions to County Board members, there was
no public notificarion, no public hearings,
and no transparency with the process. While
Chairman Scolman stated politics would

not be involved, che results show otherwise.
Thete was gercymandering throughout

the county. Municipalities were fractured
unnecessarily. Disricts were not compact,
Deerficld was divided into three different
districts, with part of it added to the new
diserict that includes most of Lake Forest

and parc of Highland Park (District 12).
Lake Bluff was sepacared from Lake Forest
Inscead i« will be in a district chat cxtends
all ehe way 10 Gages Lake (District 13).
Lake Bluff with about 5,700 residencs will
have a minority voice in a district of 33,498
people. The Lake County Board approved
the new map on June 14, 2011,

The new map was not drawn to benefit the
esidents of Lake County. Instcad, political
mancuvering was used to help the major-
ity parcy. As the Fair Map Amendment did
not get on the ballo lase fll, che League
needs to continue o work towards a betcer
redistricting process ac all levels.,

New Lake County Board Districls 12 and 13, Visit our website at www.LWV-LFLB.org for a link to

the complete map.

N



http://www.LVW-LFLB.org

Action Spotlight: National and State

Leagues ar various levels are taking action,
making a differcnce and stirring up contro-
vatsy over the isstie of clean air. This spring
the National League ran ads supporting
the Clean Air Act. The ads were strong and
named senators who vored 1o compromise

Here in Illinois, LWVIL Issues Specialist
Laura Krare testificd at an EPA Hearing
on Air Toxics Rule on May 24. Below are
excerpts from her testimony:

... Since our national study on air pol-
lution in the early 19705, the League has
actively supported federal air pollution
concrols on industrial production, gov-
ecnmental installacions, fuels and vehicles.
-« League members helped pass the land-
mark Clean Warer Act in the early 1970
and have worked to protecr, expand and
strengthen it through the 1990s and we
continue o do so in this century.

Spring Programs

The marerials the EPA provided in ad-
vance of this hearing do an excellent job
laying out the health dangers associated
with the toxics that ase to be regulated
once this rule is implemented. Mercury
ingestion is a particular concern whether
it is part of the air we breathe ot in fish
we eat from our local warers.

... Some industry officials are claiming
chat it is too expensive to change their
methods of operation for the sake of
cleaner air. But their failure to change
results in high costs for achers as familics
struggle to provide care and comfort 1o
affticed loved ones, health care systems are
called upon to trear growing incidents of
preventable ailments, businesses lose ailing,
workers, and schools deal with students
whose health and cognitive abilities are
not optimal due 1o pollution exposure.
“The costs to our sociccy are enormous.

W believe that all Americans have the right

LEAGUE LINgg

o the basic necessitics of ife: ai, water,
and food that is both clean and healthfy,
We sso believe chatitis the responsibiiy
of goveramental agencies such as the EPA
to protect our environment and precious
nacural resources for our benefi and for the
benefic of generations to come. ...

Loura Kratz,
LWVIL Issues
Specialist, read- -
ing her testimeny, vz b T
before the EPA. N
.
-
“

LWV-LC ANNUAL REPORT ONLINE

Our own Lake County League had a very
busy year - so busy that we didn't have
room fer their report in this issue! You can
read it anfine now at www.LWV-LFLE org,
and we'll print it in our Fall newsletter.

‘The League had a very busy spring with a
variery of activities appealing o 2 wide audi-
ence, The highlights arc listed below, If you
missed one of the programs, most of them
bave been videoraped and can be viewed on
our website, www.LWV-LFLB.org.

In March, the League looked ourside our
national borders for interesting and timely
programs. AAUW and Lake Forest/Lake
Bluff Senior Center joined us in sponsor-
ing “Cuba and the U.S.: Will They Ever

Be Friends?” Dr. Alberto Coll, a well-
known speaker, provided such a fascinating
prescntation that Jane Partridge is trying to
organize a trip to Cuba for League members
next winrer.

Also in March, LWV-LFLB reamed up witl
other lezgues on the Norch Store and held
luncheon ar The Glen. Dr. Rache! Bronson,
V.P at the Chicago Council on Global Af-
fairs, spoke about the abysmal conditions
in Afghanistan and other Middle East hor

Following up on our outstanding fall
program, “lllinois’ Fiscal Crisis,” the I
seamed up with Mothers Trust Founa

t0 offer another look ar the states

nomic problems. Ralph Martire, Executive

Director of the Center for Tax and Budgec
Accounuability, led off the panel discussion
of “Ac Whose Cost? Our Children.” Kathy
Ryg, President of Voices for Illinois Chil-
dren, and Kristi Long, Presiden of United
Way of Lake Councy, added theic experise.
Even with the income tax increase, there
remains a grave shorefll in funding state
government.

To help educare vorers for the April Con-
solidaced General Elections, we provided

a Video Vorter Guide of the 12 candidaces
running for the shree school boards. This
proved ta be a very popular tool.

Stay wned for information abou our
coming fall programs and be sure

Jane Partndge and attendees with Dr. Alberto
Call at the Cuba forum,

o Sathy
* Marehea

Ryg with Jane Partridge and
d.

. .
Pm— .

Alsoin March: Cindy Morehead, Trude Raselle,
and Ann Grant were among the LWV-LFLB
members who attended the Wormen's Histary
Month luncheon in Glenview.
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.Interview With Congressman Robert Dold

On Thrsday, Apel 28, 2011 at 1 pm.,
fepresentatives of 1 0th District Leagues met
with U.S. Congressman Robert Dold. The
meeting was chaied by Joan Kaltsas of the
Lake Counry League.

Ms. Kalrsas explained that che League of
Women Voters is a large organization, in all
50 states, Pacrto Rico and Hong Kong and
chat therc are 44 leagues in Illinois. She said
that we are non-partisan, and advocare posi-
tions on issues but do not support specific
candidates. The 15 league representatives
then introduced themselves. Congressman
old described himselfas owner of a family
business in pest management who grew up
in chis district. He has been a scoutmaster
for 11 years and is an Eagle Scount himself.

Congressman Dold's priorirics arc Grear
Lakes prorection, human rights, jobs and
the economy, and reducing federal spend-
ing. Along with Democratic Congressman
Lipinski, he introduced che Grear Lakes
Waer Protection Act, It was referred to the
Transporuarion Infrascructure Commicsee. It
is also supported by US Senacors Kirk and
Durbin. On human rights, he introduced
bills supporting the Bahais in Iran and rec-
ogizing the Armenian Genocide. On jobs
and the economy, he supports pro-growth
scrategies for the private sector, not govern-

ment. He works with the nine Democracic
freshmen on this, as well as the 86 other
Republican freshmen. He wants only smart
regulation of busincss, niot canstraining

independent vorers derermine clections,
and they will swing to the other party if in- \
cumbents don't produce. When asked about

disscnsion within he Republican Parcy, he |

regulations such as the 1099
for small business. He supporced repeal of
this requirement.

On spending reduction, Dold believes the
Republican intcrests, ¢.g., in defense and
agriculrural subsidics, should be cur firse, ©o
show good faith to the Democras. Every
federal department should be cut except
aid 10 Jsracl since it is our “only ally” in

the Middle East. Dold believes overspend-
ing must be stopped by both parties “if he
American dream is to come truc for our
children and grandchildren.”

On the Clean Air Act, Dald said the EPA
“fills a rolc” and that the carbon foorprinc
tnusc be reduced, buc only in ways chat dorit
pur companics out of business. Some segula-
tion is needed bur it must pay off for busi-
ness. He favors extension of the renewable
encrgy tax credits due to expire in 2012,

On voting rights, Dold favors making it
casicr to vote. A signature, nor a picture,
should be required to idencify voters. On
transparency, due to the Citizens United
decision, he fears thar shell carporacions are
cropping up to enable tich individuals to
influence elections.

On civility, i.¢.. partisan bickering, he
seemed proud of working wich Hlinois
Democeats (c.g., Gutierrez, Lipinski, ecc),
the nine freshmen Democracs, and the
“blue dog” Democras on legislacion. He
said moderates like himselfin Congress are
rare due ro rediscricring tha protecrs safe
districes for both parties. He also said that

LWVIL “State of the State” Luncheon

stid that across-the-board cuts are needed
but again, ot in aid to Israel. This sid aso |
must be andited to ensure thac it doestic
g0 t0 tecrorists (Hamas). He believes both
parties are angry that the Administration
didn'c consuls Congress before entering the
conflic in Libyz, He supporced ending the
Join Scrike Force Fighter program.

On the Affordable Health Care Act, he
cricicized the process by which it was writ-
ten without Republican inpuc more than
the content. He said we need healch care
reform, citing that cost for health care in his
company has risen 44% in a shore period.
He would replace/reform provisions rather
than repeal it. He favors the preexisting
conditions provision bur wants malpractice
reform and comperition across state lines so
that employers can purchase plans anywhere
in the country.

Joan thanked Dold and told him thar the
League wants him to succeed. She promised
many future requests to meet with him.

Liz Bradner, Recorder

Chatles Thamas, policical reporer for ABC7
News, was the speaker ar the annual Srate

of the State Luncheon held by the LWV of
llinois on April 29th at the Union League
Club in Chicago. Mr. Thomas is picrured
pere with Nancy Marcus, President of
LWVIL.

Mr. Thomas’s ropic was “Reform’; this term
usually implies a positive change, but he
pointed out that it s often used to hide the

enda. INV-Lake Forest/Lake Bluff
membess enjoyed lunch and nerworking
with members of many other Leagues. Th
Leagueal
ernor Quinn' signing of the bill ta
the death penalty in llinois.
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Role of Federal Government in Public

Education: League Study

Defining League Positions in
Public Education

“The League of Women Voters United
States (LWVUS), through its positions on
equalicy of oppertunity, supports public
education and a range of federal education
programs. Arcas where specific positions
were devcloped are: incegration, quality
education, tuition rax credits, federal
programs and education financing. Some
programs are designed to meet the needs
of special education students as well as the
economically disadvantaged and ethnic
minority scudents. The League worked for
the passage of Title LX of the Education
Amendment of 1972 that prohibics sex
discrimination in educational institates
that receive federal aid. Hiscorically, many
state Leagues have their own posicions
that speak (o equality, (0 funding, and to
assessments and standards at the state level.
Additionally the League, under its position
n early intervention for children ac-risk
addresses issues related to the federal role in
public education. To understand and reach
consensus on the prescit and future role of
the federal government in public education,
itis imporanc that we have some
anderscanding of the hisiory of the federal
governments role in cducation activities.
This paper and the links provided on che
LNVUS website (www.lwv.org) delineace
the materials that support chis study.

Where Are We Now?

The United States has changed dramarically
since the carly debates on the role of public
schools and che role of the federal govern-
ment in supporting and sustaining them.

In Memoriam
The LWV community lost a long-ti

onvention almost single-handedly.

The imporcance of education for the com-
mon gaod has shifced from primasily local
control 1 statc and national control, with
national atcention from the Federal govern-

WHERE'S LWV-LFLB?
This summer, look for us in Lake Bluff's
4th of July Parade and again on August
3rd in the Lake Forest Day Parade. If
you catch us in a pholo, send it to
Iflb.org. We may choose

menc and national Congress
is currendy embroiled in a debate and
stalematc over the reauthorizasion of ESEA,
the 2001 NCLB. Major issues include the
purpose and role of the federal government
in education, funding, and the exent to
which the federal government should play a
role in public education. Acas for national
debate involve school choice, accountability;
teacher quality, goals, standards and above
all, funding, Federal funding curcendy
averages abour 10 percent of local school

Duing the coming year, local and state
Leagucs across che United Scates will discuss
the role of the federal government in public
education with the goal of coming to con-
sensus on a number of questions.

The Education Study scope s broad and
includes the following areas under the rofe
of the federal government in public educa-
don (pre-K through grade 12): the history,
funding and cquity issucs which are ad-
dressed under the Elementary and Second-
ary Educarion Act, and the common core
standards/assessments which arc required
for many federal grant programs but are
national, no federal. The culminating posi-
tion will address only chose issues delincated
in che scope.

Watch for meetings in che fall. We will
receive information and have tme for dis-
cussion before we vote.

e member and former president with the deach of
Paula DuBourdieu on May 7th. Paula joined the League of Women Voters of Lake For-
estin 1983 (this was before the Lake Forest and Lake Bluff Leagues merged) and served as
secretary in 1983 and president in 1984-1986.

Paula packed a remarkable aumber of achievements into her rerm as presiden, includ-
‘;ng successfully lobbying for a study on Ilinais public policy on mental health ac the State

Paulas husband, Dave, held a memorial service on June 18ch that was a unique eibue to a
unique life. LWV-LELB provided a booklet of excerpts of Paulas writing during her ime on
the board. Several League members actended the memaorial.

your photo 1o s & our new online
photo gallery!
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ity From LWVIL

LWVIL - 2011 News from Springfield
Accomplished!

* Death Penalty Abolicion Bill signed into
law March 9 by Gov. Quinn!

* Redistricting Bill signed into faw March
7 (provides for communirics of inerest buc
is weak in calling for an open public hcaring
process)

We have been wacching many billsin the [L
General Assembly and sent ou the follow-
ing Time For Actions (TFAs) o members
or letters on the following:

* Feb. 15, 2012 - TFA to request legisla-
tors vote yes for SB3 (IL State Budges bor-
row $8.7 billion to pay back bills)

* Feb. 23, 2011 - ENews that included a
Take Action portion on asking Governor
t0 sign Death Penalty Abolition Bill and to
request legislatocs supporc SB 3 in order o
pay Illinais’ bills

« Feb. 23, 2011 — pormission from LWYUS
t sign on to an Environment IL lecter
going to our US Senators Kirk and Durbin
asking them to oppase efforts w undermine
Clean Air Act.

* Feb. 23, 2011 — permission from LW VUS
10 sign on to lerter from Housing Action
(linois to our Illinois senators requesting
them to oppose spending cuts to Federal
Housing Programs.

* March 7, 2011 - TFA o contact legisla-
cors 1o suppost Campaign Contribution
Limits for Legislative Leaders and Policical
Parties in the General Election

* March 9, 2011 Leteer co Edicor (Tri-
bune, Sun-Times, Daily Herald, Scate
Journal-Register, and Pioneer Press) in sup-
port of the Clean Air Act at the request of
LWVUS (signed by Nancy Marce

* March 9, 2011 — ENews to report siging
of Death Penalry Abolition Bill and request

National League Active!

thank you's to Governor
+ March 10, 2011 —TFA to ask state sena-
tors to opposc school voucher bill (5B 1932)
« March 21, 2011 — TFA on Health Care
o Supporc H..B. 1501 and S.B. 1619

« Macch 22, 2011 - TFA to oppose HB
148 and SB 82 - Conccaled Caerying of
Weapons (CCW)

« April 5, 2011 ~ Letters to legislarors from
President Nancy Marcus opposing SB 79
charer schools

~ April 12,2011 —TFA to oppose SB 1932
Schoot Voucher Bill

You, 00, can be involved with these issues
and more. Sign up for TIME FOR AC-
TION. It is easy to select an isstic that
moves you. State will provide information
and calendats. To sign up simply go o www,
LWVIL.org, and pull down the Take Action
tab. Make a diffrence coday!

The National League responds to federal legis-
lasion and decisions us they occur. The Leagues
actions range from issing statements to calling
Jfor action. Here is a sampling of recens actions.
June 27, 2011 = Press Release. Despite
poorly reasoned Supreme Courr decision
public financing of elections survives

June 21, 2011 - Press Releasc. Don't Termi-
nate the Election Assistance Commission.
{LWV Urges House to Oppose HR 672.)

June 16, 2011 - Letrer to legislators from
President Elisabeth MacNamara opposing
HR 672, which would terminate the Eloc-
tion Assistance Commission.

June 16, 2011 — LWV issucd ACTION
ALERT: Tell the President You Don't Wane
t0 Breathe Smog, (Tell Presidene Obama to
fight for a strong smog standard to procect
the healch of all Americans, including chose

wha are most vulnerable t0 air pollution —

Affordable Housing Update

The Housing Trust Fund Board has in-
creased from 3 to 7, chaired by Mike Buras,
and meess every second Tuesday from 7:00-
9:00 am. Chrisca Donnelly and [ have ob-
served the last 2 months. However, we need
help from those who can be carly riscrs.

The board has heard the reports of what the
hospital and Lake Foresc College do to help
their employees inance housing, and they
have heard me reiterate the need for rentals
for thase already living In Lake Fores,

was suggested thar the League or the Clry

taﬂsuwey e city co see if chere really is a

need for affordable housing, Eight years ago

this is whar we were discussing with Mayor
Preschlak. In reading Paula DuBourdieu's
LWVLF president’s leccer of July 1985, |
was interested that the League had surveyed
the entire communicy to assess the hous-
ing needs of retirees and empty nescers
then. Now 26 years lacer only five cotcages
have been built, primarily because of the
leadership of Tom Tropp. More reports will
be forthcoming, but don'c hold your breath
that any affordable housing will be builc
soon. It is the diligence of the interesced par-
sies that keep this issue alive in Lake Forest.

Respectfuully, Jane

our children and seniors.)

It is casy to sign up anline to receive National
Action Alerts. Go to www LWV.org, Take
Action tab. The National legislative watch
list includes the following issues: CEDAW,
Climate Change, Exhics, Immigration, Safe
Drilling and Mining (“Fracking").

MEMBERSHIP NOTES
Welcome to new members Vicki K.
Douvlis, Susan Richardson and June
L

you joined.
New Membership Affair

Whete do you go in the Lake Forest

area 1o meet people who are willirg
wrangle aver che intricacies of public
affairs? As our League friend Diane used
10 say, “There are many organizations that
call 10 my hearc, but the League engages
my mind." If this describes you or your
friends, come and bring them to the New
Membership soitce in Sepcember. Watch
for derails!

D ——
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League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Biuff Area

P.O. Box 645 !
Lake Forest, IL 60045

Your brain has an engagement.

Engage wour brain as well as your heart at

our '« Membership Event in September.

Watch for details by maif and/or email. And
be sure to check our website!

www.LWV-LFLB.org

EAGUE. OF
WOMEN VOTERS
argsabatien,

e

A picture’s worth a thousand words - and we've
got LOTS of pictures on our website, along with
up-to-date information on what
LWV-LFLB is doing.
Bookmark
www.LWV-LFLB.org
and stay in touch!



http://www.LWV-LFLB.org
http://www.LWV-LFLB.org

OCTOBER 2011

League Lines

League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

Welcome

WELCOME, NEW

We don't print their adaress-
es and phone numbers here,
since the newslelfer goes on-
fine and we wan fo preserve
their privacy, but these new
members will be included in
our membership directory,
coming out soon.

Mary Jane Brady, Lake Bluff
Sandy Hart, Lake Bluff
Beth Coughlin, Lake Bluff

Thanks for joining us! We
hope to see you at an event

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR
‘ 2011-12 ARE DUE NOW!

You can pay by credit
card on our website,
www.wv-iib.org, or mail
in the membership form
on page 7 along with your
check. There's still time to
be included in the Mem-
bership Directory if you
act now!

local, state, and congressio-
raccs.

Thank you for being part
of the League of Women
Vocers - Lake Forest/Lake
Bluff Arca. We are tooking
forward 0 a grear year and
hope thar you will want

0 play an active role: by
atending evencs, donating
your time and/or resources,
and making suggestions.
Qur Board members work
cagerly chroughous che year.

You can't vore if you haven't
tered. Jan Schnobrich
1 vorer registration
hair. She organizes voter
ration drives and has a
of deputy repistcars to

Our communications team
* keeps us all informed of

upcoming events. Nicki

Snoblin is our webmaster

Membership co-chaic Tracy Bums greeting
bers Marilyn Shineflug and Diane Sanderss &

Mary Ritts d Tr
o s el 'ship Kickoff on September

Bums are the membership
chairs and planned our
yearly mambership kickoff
gachering, They send our the
yeatly membership renewal
lettets and follow-up. They
slso put topether our mem-
bership dircctory and have it
published. And year round,
they chink of ways to reach
out (o porential members.

he M
=

Another dynamic duo:
Cindy Morehead and Lisa
Dietrich chair the program

: —
‘Menmber Trude Rosele with voter sen
Ann Gran at the Membership Kis

Inside this issue:
Summer Redux

Membership Soiree
Recap

Our Legacy

Federal Government's
Role in Education

.Year-Enu ReportAWVLC
LWVIL Highlights

Membership Form

They plan -~
programs for members and
the public throughout the
year, They decide the topic,
find appropriace speakers,
decermine the location, and P
many other decils to finalize
an interescing discussion. :
They have organized a ‘l
commiccee for the narional
study, “What is the Role of ” l

the Federal Govetnment in
Public Educacion.”

As we enter an election
cycle, our voter service chair
becomes very busy. Ann Grant is looking forward
to the March primary. She will be organizing can-
didate forums t be held in February for contested

Ed Johnson of LFTV wilh LWV-LFLB
communications team members Diane Sanderson, environmental issues close co
Caral Gilbert, and Nicki Snoblin

and newslecter publisher.
Diane Sanderson is our
newsletter editor. Carol Gil-
bert sends out those timely
monthly e-alers to your
email addresses.

Liz Bradner is rreasuret and
tracks aur money. She also
works with the statc League
on our Education Fund and
a number of other activitics.

Linda Bartmes not only
is che LWV-Lake County

[December (save the date - ic
will be December 9th this
ear). As you can imagine,
there is a myriad of rasks
involved in such an acti

[Our newest board member

League, which addresses

our hearts.

Co-President Mary

Mathews handles publicity wich press rclcases,
letters-to-the-edicor, and ocher ousreach.

Continued on page 2
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Gontinved from page
Now, for what we have planned so far for
the year! As you kenow, we addyess issues

at the international, national, state, and
local levels.

Lasc year, Dr. Alberto Coll spoke about the
US and Cuba relationship. This year, we
were happy o have Dr. Ghada Talhami,
who spoke about the Arab Spring Through
the Eyes of Women. This kickoff member-
ship event was eld a¢ che home of Kitty
Cole, who was a gracious hostess. See page 3
to tead more about Dr. Talhami’ talk.

On the national level, our League with other
local leagues will be concluding a study

on che role of the federal governmens in
public education. In November, we will
have a general public meeting, on this topic
at che Highland Park Councry Club. Ralph
Martire, Roycealee Wood, Sue Hebson, and
Kathy Ryg will serve as panelists. The fol-
lowing week, we will enjoy an afiernoon tea
ata private home, members only, to discuss
and vote. These national studies arc the
backbane of our positions, which allow us

Summer Redux

The summer s over now, but it was busy!
The State Convention in June was energiz-
ing with addresses by LWVUS Presidenc
Elisabeth MeNamara and NBC political
reporter Mary Ann Ahern. Liz Bradner,
Mary Machews, Cindy Morchead, and Jane
Partridge represented our Leaguc. We were
impressed wich Jan Dorner, the new LWVIL
presiden. The cencral study for chis year
will be the role of the federal governmenc in
public education. Se the arcicle on page 4.

Carol Gilbert, Ann Grant, and Mary
Mathews did us proud in che Lake Bluff
July 4ch parade. The Lake Forest Day

‘Some of ha Lite |
Lake Forest C.uv paris

to advocace issues.
Lase spring, a few local Lesgue leaders mec
with Congressman Dold, Itis our goal ©o
have a public meeting with Congressman
Dold for the community. We also have
legislative updates from our state elccted
officials during che year.

Member Christa Donnelly with Kitty Cole, host of
Ine Membership Kickoif on September 7th

The annual Holiday Luncheon will be
on Friday, December 9¢h. Watch for your
invitation.

A program on women's health policy
will be scheduled latec this wintet. And, of

course, we have the candidate forams be.

fore che March primary to look forward o,
Locally we advocate for clean ait and mon.
or the city’s plan for affordable housing,

Some of our plans and programs are scill iy
a formative state. Watch our website, wyny,
Iwv-bAb.osg, Leagite Lines, and LWV e.alercs
for more information. Also, If you missed
someching from last year, videos of our
progeams and publications ate posted on
our website.
We appreciate the many members who have
ped so much in the pase. If you are in-
terested in more information about helping
one of the above commiteees or at a specific
activicy, please contact Mary Machews,
contact@hwv-Iib.org, We can use yous help
for a day, a task, or the year.
It is going to be a great year with your sup-
pore! Stay cuned.

—Jane Partvidge, Co-President

parade, celebracing
150ch annivessary of the
founding of Lake Forest,

included our encry rep-
resenting the history of
women's suffrage and che
founding of the Leaguc
over the same time
period. What a histo

it has been! Nicki as
Amelia Snoblin car-

tied che League banner
in fronc of our three-
vehicle encourage. Co-
president Jane Partridge
led in a “surrey with the
fringe on cop” (a replica
of a 1901 Oldsmobile).

-
Liz Bradner, who provided che vehicle, also

rode in ic along with Jean Brown, all dressed
as suffragectes, Past Presidenc Carol Gilbert,
in a fabulous hat, followed on her motor
scooter. A sporcy convertible driven by
Deidre Ekholt carried Christa Donnelly and
chree girls, ages from seven to eleven, a our
“Lictle Leaguers.” Nine young girls carcied
signs with the names of the League presi-
dents over the last swenty years and signs
celebrating che lacal women who have have

Jean Brown and Jane Parindge a5
dedicatad suficageltes.

—_—

contributed so much to ife in
Lake Forest and Lake Bluff.

Our well-attended member-
,ship evenc on September 7th
cooe 1€ Kitey Cole's lovely home
% W fearured Professor Ghada
Talhami from Lake Forest
j College clking about “The
Asab Spring Through che Eyes
of Women.” See page 3 fora

—Jane Partridge and.
Mary Masheus,
Co-Presidents

Carrying our banner proudy!
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Membership Soiree a Memorable Evening

Kitey Cole graciously opened
her home for this years Mem-
bership Soiree on Seprember
7th. The event kicked off a new
year of inceresting and varied
League activities. Members
reconnccted with old friends
and had the opporcunity to
mect some new members and
many guests. All were anxious
to hear our speaker, Dr. Ghada
“Talhami, Emeritus Professor in
the Department of Politics ac
Lake Forest College.

Dr. Talhami presented a capsule sketch of
the “The Arab Spring Through the Eyes of
Women."” Ghada is now resident Professor
of Politics at Lake Forest College, also the
daughter of a diplomat, and certainly a child
of the world since she is a Jordan-born Pales-
tinian. One of many intriguing asides from
this remarkably accomplished woman was co
note that the holocaust victimized Palestin-
ians, 100, who wete displaced by the newly
et

Ghada exphined the term Arab Springas a
Wiestern media creation bundling permuca-
tions characteristic of each country. With che
exception of Syria, the Arab Spring move-
ments are fueled by civil society, not military
power. Turkey, now an Islamic government, is
moving away from secularism. Bux chere the
“Spring” movement is fueled by an entrepre-
neurial class aiming for a viable identity in
the European market. Ghada postulates that
“women and minorities are the hope of de-
mocracy.” as these activist movements based

in civil society demonstrace.

There are some Western influ-
ences in play. Middle Eastern
‘women educated in the US and
Europe are comforcable wich
varying mores, and Ghada says,
"Educacion a factor;
s revolutio " When elit-
ist movements open the door,
chen other classes benefit. One
of the modernizing pressures is
‘scate feminism” evidenced by
. [ maternity leave and retirement
benefits for women. Ghada
charactetized Arab feminism as an cxpression
of urbanity and civilization.

wa

Ferninism also may have different connora-
cions in Eastern and Western societies. The
Americanized version is chataceerized by an
emphasis on individual rights. By conrast,
these Middle Eastern counties emphasize
society over the indivichual, and wonien are
agitating over collcctive community issucs.
‘The “Arab Spring,” as described by Ghada, is
cortainly transformative. Buc Ghads's images
were not of terrorists or radical Ilarnists.
Instead, she exchimed “Women! Googlet
Facebook! .. once you mobilize Iskmic
women you find out they have an agenda of
cheir own!”

Big thanks go to Dr. Talhami, Kicty Cole,
and all who made this evening so enjoyable.
1fyou were not able o atend, Dr. Talhami's
presencation was vidcotaped and can be seen
on our website, www.lwv-Iflb.org, on LETV
channel 17 or 19, and also on the LTV page
on YouTube.

Our Legacy: A Historical Perspective on Our League

.
“n overflow crowd lstens fa Co-President
wne Pariadge invoduce Dr. Ghada Takami

e e —
Dr. Talham speaking fo Ihe afteniive avdience.

Women gained the right w vote in 1920
afver 70 years of scruggle to convince first
the U.S. Government and then individual
states to ratify the 19th Amendment. Their
non-violent bacde is an inspirational fale

of which many today ate unaware. Women
have similarly played a prominenc role in
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff. Taking on a host of
challenges, they founded organizacions dedi-
cared to the prescrvation of open space and
the care of the ravines. Many of the Leagues
scudies and advocacy have led dircctly or
indirectly to the formation of garden clubs,
the Preservation Foundation, the Compre-

hensive Plan for Lake Forest, scudies of local
youth problems and recreational nceds, an
elected school board, the caucus system for
candidaces in local clections, and  long list
of efforcs on behalf of education and advo-
cacy for good non-partisan public policy.

As T have worked on the LWV-LFLB hiscory
spanning more than 85 years during the
past year, | have been overwhelmed with
our Leagues studies and advacacy. With the
help of Nicki and Amelia Snoblin,

been compiling a complete history

o local Leagues, which joined in 1989.

When it is complete, our history will be
available ac the Histarical Sociecy for the
Legacy Project celebrating the 150ch
niversary of the founding of ¢he ciry of Lake
Fotest. If any of you have information
stoies 10 add, please contace me.

To think that Alice Hixon of Lake Forest
was the first treasurer of the national League
in 1926 and our local League had 250 mem-
bers! That is our challenge caday!

—Jane Parcridge, Co-President
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So, What Is the Role of the Fed

That's the question we, along with Leagues
: the narion, hope to help answer. Your
input is needed, 0 ...

PLEASE SAVE THE DATES!

Wednesday, November 2, 7:00 - 9:00 pm
Public Panel Discussion

Highlind Park Country Club

1201 Park Avenue West, Highland Park

LWV-LFLB, Highland Park LWV, and
Deerfield LWV will mee to discuss “The
Role of the Federal Government in Pub-
lic Education.” An oursranding panel of
speakers will address various aspects of the
subject. Ralph Martire, Exccutive Director
of the Center for Tax and Budger Account-
ability, will talk about funding and equity

Celebrating 91 Years of the Power of the Vote

issues. Roycealee Wood, Lake County
Regional Superinzendent of Schools, and
Sue Hebson, Assistant Superintendent

of Schools for High School Diswrict 113

in Highland Park, will tlk about Cora-
mon Core Curriculum Standards. Kathy
Ryg, former Illinois state represcneative
and current president of Voices for Illinois
Children, will speak about early childhood
education.

This cvent will be open to the public,
and we urge you to invite your friends,
especially those with children in public
schools, 5o they can become informed
about the many ramifications of federal
aid to education.

This commentary on the anniversary of the pas-
sage of the 19th Amendiment, by Co-Presidens
Jane Partridge, was published in Pioneer Press
August 26 marked the 91st anniversary of
the constitutional amendment that granted
wormen the right to vote, The nonpartisan
League of Women Vorers—founded the same
year—celebraied Women's Equality Day by
reflecting on the organiza-

tion’s historic achieverents

and looking ahead to the work |

League members will do chis [

year to engage more citizens in | r‘,f
iat

the electoral process. |

“On this Women's Equality
Day, we take time 10 recognize
nor only the historic 19th
Amendment, but the tremen-
dous progress the League has
made over the Jast 91 years in
expanding and protecting vot-
ing righss.” sad local League
president Jane DParcridge. “Gen-
eration after generation, 1
work of League members across the country
is a testament 1o the incredible legacy of the
power of the vote.”

“Our foremathers understood that if you doric
vote, you ot coun,” Partridge continued.
“League members are concinuously working
10 getmore citizens to exercise their right to
vore, to ensue that there are not bartiers for
individuals to exercise this fundamencal ri

and that every vore is counted.”

“Members of our lecal League of Women
Vorers of the Lake Fores/Lake Bluff Area
have worked for over 85 years to safeguard de-
mocracy through its vores registration efforcs,
educationa] forurms, and local advocacy” Jane
Pastridge said. “As a League member, you hav
the oppornunity to have a profound, direct
and positive impact on the issues thac matcer
B0 i most 0 our communicy”
The LWV-LFLB will
~ gister voters chis fal,
T rovide candidate forums
% 4 in February, and offer
¥ public policy programs
& throughout the year. For
informarion on upcoming
events, or ta learn how to
become 2 member of the
League of Women Voters
of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff
Area, visic wwwlwyv-Iflb.
org. Learn more about
the League nationally ac
wwwlworg, The League
of Womnen Voters, 2 nonparcisan political
organization, encourages informed and active
participacion in government, works ta increase
understanding of major public policy issucs,
and influences public policy chrough educa-
don and advocacy. Membership is open to
men and women of all ages. With 850 afili-
ates across the county, che League is one of the

nacions most trusted organizations.

\ -

LEAGUE LINgg

Monday; November 7, 1:30 pm
Members-Only Consensus Meeting
Home of Cindy Morehead, Lake Biuff

League members wil gacher for tea and
cookies and  lively discussion of he con.
sensus questions regarding che study of the
role of the federal government in educatian,
Please read the background papers posted
on the LWVUS website (www.lwv.org)
also accend the panel discussion on No-
vember 2nd (see above) so that you can be
an informed participant in this imporcane
discussion. Call Cindy or any other board
member, or email contact@lwv-Iflb.org, for
the location.

eral Government in Public EdUCatiOn..
i
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'@ gvear-End Report from LWV of Lake County

The LWVLC sbmitied this report early in
the ssommer, but we could’ it it in our st
metoslster. We want io be sure oir members
are informed of all the activicies of the County
League, 50 were publishing it in this isue.

This past year has been an interesting one
for LWV-Lake County.

In late sumnier, our voter registcation drives
continued in a number of Lake County
high schools. The largest number of new
voters was garnered at Warren Township
High School with a roral of 60. League
members also registered voters at North
Chicago High School, Waukegan High
School, and Zien-Benton Township High
School. This spring for the first cime,
League membrs registered students at che
Lake County High Schools Technology
Campus.

We held three candidate forums with cwo
in the fall and one in the spring. AAUW
co-sponsored our firsc forum on Oxct. 7,

2010 ac Waukegan City Hall. Candidates
.wcre tunning for State Representative-60th
Discrict, Lake County Board-8th District,
Lake County Clerk, Lake County Sheriff,
and Lake County Regional Superintenden
of Schools. The schedule was thrown off
by candidates who were not present ac the
pre-esiablished time. Otherwise, the forum
went smoothly.

Our second candidate forum received
national actention. The forum was held

on Oct. 20th and was co-sponsored by

the host, Grayslake High School Districc
127. Candidates were runaing for che 8th
Congressional District, 315t State Senate,
and 62nd State Representative, One of the
Congressional candidates tried to dominace
the forum through his own actions and thac
of his followers in the audience. There was
much fallout from the media and blogs.
Recently civil behavior has been in short
supply ac many public meetings. LWVIL
and LWVUS were notified of a number of
instances at candidate forums chroughour
the scate and counry. The League is suggest-
ing ways to prepare for contentious meet-
ings. Afier the Congressional candidates
left, there were no difficulties with the State
Senate or State Representative candidates.
Paicing up with AAUW again, the spring
candidate forum was held on March 31,

L o

I

. .
Abeautiful garden al the home of Linda Barimes,
where the LWVLC annual meeling was held

2011 for the Waukegan Communicy Unic

School District #60 school board. There
were five candidaces for che three apen
seats. The school disttict had requesced our
help and was pleased wich the process and
curnout.

Ou League is par of the Lake County
‘Womens Coalition, This year the Coalition
Board decided to honor women who had
been inwegral to the foundation of the mem-
ber organizations. Sally Zeit was our well-
deserved honoree at the brunch held March
26,2011, LWVLC arranged an interview
with Cangtessman Dold and inviced other
Leagues in che 10ch Congressional District
10 participate. Past President Joan Kaltsas
directed the crowd of 13 Leaguers chrough
the hour-long meeting, Liz Beadner from
LWV-Lake Fotcst/Lake Bluff Area provided

This June, we senc Rosemary Heilemann,
LWV-Decrficld, to the LWVIL Convention,
which was held in Skokie. She learned a lot
and can't wait to increase her involvemen.
She already has starced observing the Lake
County Board meetings.

The last few months, LWVLC has been very
prominent in Lake County redistricting.
We not only worked with the local |

of Deerfield, Highland Park/Highwo

and Lake Forest/Lake BIuff Area, buc
consulted wich Karen Carstens, Presidenc
of NAACR, and Elisa Alfonso, Redistricting
Coordinator of MALDEF (Mexican Ameri-
can Legal Defense Educacion Fund). Our
members spoke at meetings with County
Board commissioners, wrate lewers to the
editor to several newspapers, emailed Lake
Councy Board commissioness, and finally
cestified ac both the Redistricting Com-

mittee meeting and Lake Counry Board

; Meeting. Unfortunately, politics won. The

process was not cransparent, che public was
not notified, and thete was no public input.
The map did comply with the Voting Rights
Act by drawing four districss with a majority
of minoricy residents. Also, the number of
districts was reduced from 23 (0 21, a scep
that the League supporced. However, the
districts were gerrymandered. Areas were
targeted for fracturing, and communities of
interess were divided. Deerfield had been

in one district; naw it was divided into
three. Lake Forest and Lake Bluff had been
in one districe; they also were divided into
three disteicts. Deerfield and Lake Bluff will
be swallowed up within lacger, dissimilar
districes resulting in very litcle representative
in Lake County government.

Members continue to serve on the Lake
County Criminal Jussice Coordinas
Committee and monitor criminal justice
developments. The lack of funding hinders
improvements.

Transporeation and land use issues con-
tinue to concern the Lake County League.
Members monitor the Chicago Metropoli-
can Agency for Planning. We submiceed a
comment tegarding the draft of the GO TO
2040 comprehensive regional plan. LWVLC
suppores efforts o improve regional trans-
portation with more emphasis and money
ditected roward transit and public transpor-
cation rather than building more roads.

Last, buc very imporeant, we lost one of our
long-time members and directors, Marge
Blake Reaume, on March 11,2011, She
had been a member of the Highland Park
League. Marge was very active in environ-
mental and tcansporcation issucs both on
the WVLC board and with other organiza-
ions. We miss her.

SAVE THE DATE
Friday, December 9th .

&

for our annual Holiday
Luncheon. Who will
Barbara Rinella be this
year? Walch for more
information in our
e-alerts, on our website,
and in the mail,

)
=

o




LEAGUE LINES

Highlights from LWVIL

For more information on activities of the LWV
of Hlinois, please visit their website ar
wowwlwsilorg,

CONTINUING LAWSUIT NEWS
COVERAGE

On September 1, 2011 che Leag

Wormen Voters of llinois amended the re-
districting lawsuit to focus solely on the re-
districting of the Illinois Genecal Assembly.
The original suit sought 1o overturn both
the lllinois Congressional and General As-
sembly maps. However, the claims regarding
these maps were split into separate cases

by the U.5. Distriec Courcin Chicago. Jan
Dorner, LWVIL President, said, “We believe
thar pursuing the case against the General
Assembly redistricting process and resulting
map is the wisest use of our resources and
the resources of the federal court.”

The gerrymandering thar both policical par-
ties have engaged in for decades has resulted
in districrs 5o tilred to one political party

or the other and so rigged to guasasites the
re-elections of favored incurmbents that
vorers in Illinois seldom have real choices in
our elections. The League of Women Vorers
of Ilinois is represensed in chis macter by
the Chicago law firm Despres Schware and
Geoghegan Led.

The LWVIL 2011 convencion adopted 2
study of the lilinois Pension System, with
the goal of developing a position on types
of sustainable pension systems, appropriate
for Lilinois, and reforms the League would
recommend consistent with the language
and wording of the llinois consicution.
The Issues Commircee will coordinase this
study and needs commitcee members ©©

A Few Miscellaneous Notes

&

aec scarced. To voluneer for this commictee

plesse contact Laura Krarz, Vice Presidene |

for Issues. |

UPCOMING LWVIL EVENTS !

Leadership Rap:

Sacurday, Seprember 24, 10:00 - 1:00 pm

In the conference room at LWVIL offices,

332 5. Michigan.

Lake Michigan League meeting:

SAVE THE DATE in Illinois, [

October 21-23. ’

LWVIL Fundraiser: {

“Wait, Wait Dor't Tell Me," live taping |

October 13, 7:00-9:30 pa ‘

Chase Bank Audicorium

10'S. Deasborn, Chicago '
|

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE

US ACTION HIGHLIGHTS

(Visic www.lwv.org for more information)

+ League Marks 10th Anniversary of 9/11

Amacks

» League Asks House 1o Promise to Protect

Public Health
League President Elisabeth MacNamara sene.
a letrer to the Howse of Representatives asking
them to make the promise 10 protect public
bealsh through clean air ssandards.

» League Opposes Cantor Agenda
The League and coulition growps sent a leter to
the House of Representasives appese the site of
bills consained in Howse Majority Leader Eric
Cantor's egislative agenda memo that would
block the Clean Air Acts ability 1o clean-up
life-threateriing pollution.

« League Disappointed by President Obamas
Ozone Rewreas

A CHANCE TO MEET WITH
CONGRESSMAN DOLD

The Lake Forest-Lake Bluff Senior Center

is hosting Congressman Robert Dold on
Tuesday, Seprember 27, at 11:00 am. Reserva-
ons are tequired; call the Senior Center at
847.234-2209.

“THE GREEN THING”
Here: ane of those things thas been going around
by el .. it hit home for some of our members
. thotghe you might enjay i, whatever your
gonerarion:

In the line at the store, the young cashier told
an older woman that she should bring her
own grocery bags because plascic bags weren'c
good for the environmenr.

The woman apologized to him and explained,
“We didr'c have the green thing back in

day”

‘The dlerk responded, “That' our problem
today. Your generation didrit care enough to
save our environment.”

True, our generation didric have the “green
thing” in its day:
Back then, we rerurned milk bordes, soda
botdles and beer bortles ta the score. The store
sent them back t the plant to be washed and
sterilized and reflled, so ir could use the same
bordles over and over. But we didn't have the
green thing back in our day.
We walked up staits, because we didnic have an
escalaror in every store and office building, We
walked to the grocery store and didiit climb
into 2 300-horsepower machine every time we
0 g0 o blocks. But she was right. We
didnit have the green thing in our day,

Back then, we wished the baby's diapet [
because we didt have che throw-sway kind. %
We dried lothes on a line, not i an energy-
gobbling machine burning up 220 vols—
wind and solar power really did dry the
clothes, Kids got hand-me-down clothes from
chele brothers or sisters, not always brand-new
dothing,

But chat older lady was right; we didaic have
the green thing back in our day:

Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the
house—nota TV in every room. And the
TV had a screen che size of a handkerchief
{remembe chem?}, not the size of che stace of
Montaca,

When we packaged a fragile item to send in
the mail, we used wadded up old newspaper
to cushion it, noc Styrofoarm or plastic bubble
wrap.,

We drank from & fountain when we were
dhirsty inscead of using 2 cup or a plastic borde
every time we had a drink of warer.

Back then, people took the bus and kids
rode their bikes to school or walked instead
of rurning their moms inco 2 24-hour axi
service.

Butisalt it sad the current generation laments
how wasteful we old folks were just because
we didit have the green thing back then?
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. 2011-2012 MEMBERSHIP
e Phone:
D Email:

City. State, Zip

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES You may go to our website
www. lwy-Ifib.orq to pay by

Patron o $250 Member o $65 credit card or you may write a
Benefactor  © $200 Senior Member o $60 check payable to LWV-LFLB.
Advocate o $150 Student Member 0$25 Dues are not deductible for
Sponsor o $100 Associate Member  a $25 income tax purposes

Supporter a $75 (non-voling: for non US Citizens or fess than 18 years ofd)

[DlAlthough the League Lines newsletter is posted in color on our website, www.lwv-Ifib.org, | prefer ta receive it by mail.

I would also like to make a separate tax-deductible donation to the LWV Education Fund of .
(Make Check Payable to LWV Education Fund)

MEMBER INTEREST SURVEY

‘ Please mark your area of expertise/interest o be published in the directory (rank lop two selections).
Local Issues State Issues
OAffordable Housing OTransportation
CNominating Systems. OFiscal Policy
CObserver Corp OGun Contrel
OOther OCampaign Finance Reform
Oother,
Nationa! & International 0 am interested in participating in the
CHimmigration Great Decisions Discussion Group
OClean Air
Owater

[Federal Government Role In Education
[Health Care
OWomen's Issues
BOU.S. Relations
O0ther,
1 WANT TO HELP
Voter Services: ~ DServe on planning committee for candidate forums in February 2012
OHelp on day of forum
Voter Registration: C1Serve on planning committee  C1Help register voters

Programs: OServe on program committee and help plan programs
[OHelp set-up the day of event
™ Publicity: OWrite press releases Owiite articles for newsletter
Other: OHost a meeting in my home
OHelp with Annual Meeting Packet in April
OOther.

| Treisss—m
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League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

o e www.LWV-LFLB.org
- ... check it often!

DON'T MISS ...
September 27 Meet with Congressman Dold
Lake Forest-Lake Bluff Senior Center,
11:00 am (call for reservations)
November 2 The Role of the Federal Government
in Pubiic Education
Highland Park County Club, 7 pm

November 7 Consensus meeting
Cindy Morehead's home, 1:30 pm

December 9 Holiday Luncheon
The Grille on Laurel

Details to come Who said that? Find out on page 3.

“Women! Google! Facebook! ...
once you mobilize Islamic women
you find out they have an agenda
of their own!”
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SPECIAL INSERT: THE ROLE OF THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN PUBLIC EDUCATION

This fall, Leagues across the nation are participating in the study and consensus
process for a position on the Role of the Federal Government in Public Education.

You are likely aware that there are some big changes being discussed
for our public schools across the nation. Since the LWVUS currently has
no position on this issue, we will not be able to support or oppose, or : On the Web at www.iwv.org

even comment on the proposals. g * Click For Members

i e Click Programs &
Congress has been considering the reauthorization of the Elementary : Projects
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), which includes the No Child Left : = Under Task Forces &
Behind Act (NCLB). While NCLB is credited with raising the awareness : Studies, click The

that some children were being left behind, the act is generally viewed Education Study

as a failure. In fact, by 2014, the year that all schools in the US should
be 100% compliant, it is anticipated that most, if not all, wilt not meet
AYP (adequate yearly progress). NCLB does not recognize growth if it
does not meet the benchmark, and the emphasis on standardized
testing does not allow for a critical thinking curriculum or measure a
child’s progress beyond the test scores.

You will find a description of
the study, Leaders Guide,
some Executive Summaries,
background information, &
webinar, and more.

Is there a better way than ESEA to improve the learning skills and knowledge of our students? Does
ESEA need to be changed? Without a consensus on this issue, we as League members will have our
hands tied and will not be able to comment or encourage a change in the ESEA.

While Congress recognizes the flaws in the Act, they have not acted to change it, which leaves the current
law in place. Will League members be satisfied to reduce themselves to bystanders if this act stands or
new proposals are worse? We think it's time for us to do our homework so we can be advocates!

What Is a Consensus?

Consensus is not a vote. It is a mutual agreement of League members who have arrived at the
agreement through discussion. During discussion, everyone has an opportunity to voice her or his
viewpoint, and the issue is examined from all sides. Consensus questions provide structure for the
meeting. Members discuss the pros and cons until it becomes clear that consensus has or has not
been reached on each question.

Each local League will have a discussion leader to help keep the group focused on the task at hand.
When consensus is reached, it must be approved by the local board before being posted on the
LWVUS website.

The LWVUS Board of Directors will approve the official position on the Role of the Federal
Government in Public Education by March of 2012.

Special Insert: The Rale of the Federal Government in Public Education
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Taking a Look at the History of Education in the US

ild schools back m the late 1700s. In the

ivi ts to bul
Tl (1] govrsmm e [ g IEGE (0 ic education. Into the 1900s colleges were

1800s Congress granted surplus funds to states ff)r publ :
receiving grants, and the Gl Bilt was a boon to soldiers returning from war.

Special education was mandated, and many handicapped chi]dren. were in schgol for the lﬁrst time.
Programs like Head Start recognized the importance of getting children at risk into school early. As
we headed into the 21st century, talk began on national standards an.dA grants became more
competitive. Reform was the new focus of our education system. Accountability looms large as laws
like No Child Left Behind have high-stakes consequences for struggling schools.

The Research Has Already Been Done

League members have put together some very impressive research and it is available on the LWVUS
website. We do not have to reinvent the wheel on this; all we have to do is read. You might want to
read the consensus guestions (see attached) before reading the materials so you can keep in
mind which information will factor into your consensus discussions. This is a hot topic right
now, and there is a lot of education news in our newspapers and on our local media. If we have
children in public schools, or grandchildren, or if we live in a house in a neighborhood, we should be
very interested in the quality of our local public schools. Nothing impacts the value of our homes or
our comfort zone like the schools in our neighborhood. We need to be aware of the changes being
proposed so we can speak up when our support is needed.

important
Meeting Dates

Serpcyican D Wednesday, November 2
:00 - 9:00 pm

Start viewing the research material on the LWVUS website (See “Find
the Materials” on page 1). Talk to your friends and neighbors and
invite them to join you in the study. Only League members can
participate in the consensus, but the study will be very informative.
The changes being proposed will likely have a big impact on our local
public schools for some to come,

Public Panel Discussion
Highiand Park Country Club
1201 Park Avenue West,
Hightand Park

Monday, November 7
1:30 om

Attend and bring friends to our panel di Y,
November 2 (7:00 - 9:00 pm at Highland Park Country Club, 1201 Park
Avenue West, Hightand Park). You'll be able to hear the experts
address our consensus topics and be better prepared for the
consensus meeting. Then be sure to come to the consensus meeting on
Monday, November 7, at 1:30 pm at the home of Cindy Morehead (14
Forest Hills Road, Lake Bluff) - and bring your opinions!

on Wednesd

Let's get informed so we can have a discussion with our Congressmen
about what's best for our next generation.

Special Insert: The Role of the Federal Government in Public Education

Only C B
Meeting R
Home of Cindy Morehead,
14 Forest Hills Rd., Lake Bluff
RSVP to Cindy at 847-

i 295:6470 by November 2

Need aride to either
meeting? Call Cindy
Morehead at 847-295-6470
or Mary Mathews at
i 847-295-1494.




LWV Public Ed ion Study C: Qi i

. GENERAL QUESTIONS

1. The current role of the federal government in public education is:
[Much too small / toa small / about right / too large / much too large]

2. Whatshould be the role of the federal government in public education? [Rank]
a. To ensure that all students preK-12 receive a quality education.
b. To develop accountability measures that will study the progress of all students so that they achieve
adequate yearly progress.
c. To mandate Common Core Standards for all students K-12.
d. To menitor state efforts for funding
e. Tomeasure teacher effectiveness through test data,

A quality public education is important to perpetuate a strong and viable democracy.
(Strongly agree / Agree / No consensus / Disagree / Strongly disagree]

COMMON CORE STANDARDS

Currently the governors and state education officers have developed Common Core Standards that are national
but not federal. Should the standards be mandated of the states in order to obtain federal funding? [Choose one]
a. Special grant programs such as Race to the Top
b. Al programs under Elementary and Secondary Education Act where the needs qualify for funding.
. Al programs receiving federal funding from any source
d. Allofthe above
e. Noneof the above

5. Should there be a national assessment aligned with the common cores standards? [Yes / No]

if Yes, Should implementation be voluntary or federally mandated? (choose ane}
a. Voluntary
b. Mandated
¢ Mandated, if fully funded

1f No, what other accountability measures might you suggest? (choose one}
a. Continue to allow the states to develop their own assessments.
b. Suggest that the local education districts use their own assessments or adopt one that is a nationally
norm-referenced assessment such as the Stanford Achievement Test or Jowa Test of Basic Skills.
. Suggest that districts use a portfolio type of assessment where student projects and activities would be
scored holistically

National standards should lead to: [choose one]
a. Anationally mandated curriculum to be aligned to the national standards and assessments.
b. A national curriculum that is only suggested but not mandated.
c. A suggested structure for states and local education agencies to develop their own curriculum.
d. No national curriculum.

What role should the national assessment consortia play in student evaluation? {Rank]
a. Provide an assessment system that is aligned to the Common Core Standards.
Provide comparison data showing progress toward reaching Common Core Standards.
Pravide criteria for determining readiness for coilege and careers.
Provide information to students, parents, teachers and school districts about student achievement.
Provide diagnostic information on each child.

®on

LWV Pubiic Education Study Consensus Questions page |



teachers and others to understand. if we have
ported to parents, teachers, students and the

8. Data from the national assessments are often difficult for parents,
a national assessment, what information is most important to be rej
community? [Choose one] -
" a. Datashould be “norm referenced” {where students are ranked) for district compartson

b. Data should be “criterion referenced” and clearly informative so that uacl}ers, parents,
know how individual students have mastered criteria established at a national level.

<. Data should be used to determine “cut” scores knowing if students have mastered requirements for
special grade levels.

only.
and students

9. Information from nationally required assessment data should be used to: [Choose one)
Sanction schools not measuring up to the specific levels
Reward schools that achieve high scores
Rank teachers based on student test score data
Reward teachers who have exemplary scores
Inform districts how their population compares to others similar to theirs.

FUNDING AND EQUITY

10. In the past most of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) funding has been non-competitive
based on need. All/Any Schools that prove they fall under the federal guidelines for funding receive those funds.
However, competitive grants are now being proposed to states/districts who meet certain federal requirements,
such as Race to the Top. Which would be appropriate: [Choose one]

a N itive funding for all applicants meeting requirements
b A of itive and itive grants

c.  Competitive grants only

d. Nofederal funding

11. If the federal government's role is the concern of the “common good” then: [Choose one]
a.  Mandates only should be sanctioned. .
b. Mandates and funding should both be provided.
¢ Fundingshould be provided through grants only,
d. A combination of funded mandates and grants should apply.
e. Nomandates should be required and limited grants for innovation available.

12. Equity in public education means equitable access to: [Rank]
a.  high quality teaching/learning
b. adequate and current learning materials
. clean and well maintained physical facilities
d. foodand health care
e. safe and secure neighborhoods
f.  secure housing

13. Currently Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) funding is considered “categorical® rather than for
general use. This means that it can only be used with special populations for special purposes. ESEA should
remain targeted toward poverty and special needs.

[Strongly agree / Agree / No consensus / Disagree / Strongly disagree]

14. The federal government has a role in supporting early childhood education, birth to S, for all children?
[Strongly agree / Agree / No consensus / Disagree / Strongly disagree]

15. Federal support for early childhood education programs (e.gHead Start, Title I, Special Education, Early Start)
should include funding for parent education and support regarding child development, child health and
nutrition, and access to other supportive services, such as mental health as needed.

[Strongly agree / Agree / No consensus / Disagree / Strongly disagree]

‘This funding should be extended to: [All children / only those with special needs / special needs first]

LWV Public Education Study Consensus Questions page 2
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League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

WELCOME,
Tom Meskel, Grayslake
Dewey Caton, Lake Bluff
Anne Sorensen, Lake Bluif
Leigh Ann Charlot, t.ake Bluff
Thanks for joining us!

Membership directories
for 2011-2012 will be
available at the Holiday
Luncheon on Decem-
ber 9th, Be sure to pick
yours upl

Inside this issue:

Federal Role in Public
Education

State of the State

Women's Reproductive
Health Policy

Clean Air Standards
Work

Food for Thought
On Civil Discourse:

LMLWV Report

Join Us for Capitol
Steps!

From the Co-Presidents

The Fall has been full. The new membership cvent
in September a Kitcy Cole’s lovely home

Professor Ghada Talhami from Lake Forest College
speaking on the “The Arab Spring as Seen Through
the Eyes of Women" was well attended. n Occober
Senacor Susan Garvecr and Representacive Karen
May spoke to our group about the “State of the
Stace” and told ws about their ot running in the
next clection. Congressman Robert Dold declined
our invication.

Our facus in November was “The Role of the
Federal Government in Public Education?” It was
a study and consensus a¢ the national, scate, and lo-
cal level. On November 2, the LWV-LFLB joined
with Highland Park and Deerfield at the Highland
Pack Country Club for a panel discussion on che
copic. Our speakers, Ralph Marire, Sue Hebson,
and Kathy Ryg, were very informative and the
meeting was well actended (see Carol Gilberts
report in this newsletcer). This program was taped
and s available on LETV as well as our website:
www.LWV-LELB.org. Then on November 7 we
met at Cindy Moreheads house for the consensus,
where we hammered out the effectiveness of the
No Child Lefc Behind legislation chac will be com-
ing up for extension or modification soon.

We had a new member mecting at Janc's on

November 18. We were pleased to have an op-
portunity o orient ous new membets to what ¢
League does.

We have reccived many supportive comments
about our essay on the importance of civilicy in our
public discourse, which was published in Gazebo
News, Pacch, and the Lake Forester, It is reprinced
hete on page 6.

We hope you all can come to che Floliday Lun-
cheon in December. Invice a new member!

Looking toward 2012, we have planned a progtam
on Women's Healch on January 29 ac a privace
home; candidace forums for the local, state, and
federal governments in February; and a Valentine's
Day Tea which was enjoyed last year. The Womens
Hiscory Month luncheon and speaker and a
program on che future of water resources will be
coming in March. In April we'll be scudying che

nuai Mecting will be in May. Become involved in
whatevce way you choose.
We wish you a happy Thanksgiving and December
holiday scason and hope co see you ac the Decem-
ber 9¢h luncheon.
Jane Partridge and Mary Mathews
Co-Presidents

Have you sent in your reservation yet?

I¢s the event we ancicipace alt year ... our anmual Holiday Lunchean! Join
us on December 9¢h at che Grille on Laurel for a delightful few hours

of carching up with fellow League members, enjoying a delicious Grille
lunch, and hearing a dramaric storytelling presentation by Megan Wells.
Ms Welis will presenc “Winter Around the World: Myths and Folkeales for
the Season.”

The event starts ac [0:30 a.m. with socializing, and the presentacion will
begin ac 11:00. Cost is $45. Be sure co make your reservacion for this
popular event by Tucsday, December Gih.

Lake Forest Bookstore will have a selection of books available for purchase.
A portion of the proceeds will be donated to LWV-LFLB.

This luncheon is funded by che LWV-LFLB Education Fund, and $18 of
the ricket cost is a tax-deductible donation to the LWV Ed Fund.

Questions? Call Linda Baccmes at 847-234-7069. We hope to see you there!

Megan Wells
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Forum on Federal Role in Public Education

As part of LWVUS' process (o create a new
education position, the local Leagues are
participating in consensus, which is an edu-
cation and discussion process. To help guide
the conversation, LWV-LFLB along with
the Leagues of Highland Park/Highwood
and Deerfield sponsored an informarive
panel discussion on “The Role of the Fed-
eral Government in Public Educarion” on
November 2nd. Speakers addressed issues
of funding and equity, standards, and early
childhood educarion.

Though public education is generally a state
precogative, the federal government has
parcicipaced throughout U.S. history. The
Elementary and Secondary Education Act
was passed in 1965 as a part of the war on
poverry, a companion to many civil rights
iniciatives of the era. Reauthorized every five
years, the most recent iteration of ESEA is
known as No Child Left Behind. Unfortu-
nately, the benchmarks established there are
not widely valued. Common criicisms of
ESEA include objections to federal intru-
sion into state-led programs, a mulriplic-

ity of unfunded federal mandates, and an
unrewarding focus on standardized esting
and teacher evaluations.

Addressing learning standards, Dr. Sue Heb-
son, Assistant Superincendent of Schools for
High School Districe 113 in Highland Park,
stated the 2001 No Child Left Behind ini-
ciative “brought subpopularions into focus”

Aftendees listen attentively 1o the presentation by Ralph Marfire.

by establishing a nacional metric.
A new initiative called Common
Core Srandards has now been
adopted by 46 stares, including
llinois. Sponsored by stace-led
organizations, the Common Core
Scandards allow individual states
to develop their own assessments.
It is hoped that the new standards
will provide “a richer way of look-
ing at assessment data” and betcer
opportunities for schools to assess
improvement and access funding.

Kathy Ryg, President of Voices
for Illinois Children, emphasized the
strong correlation berween poverey and low
academic opporcunity. Reduced funding
for preschoolers is a concern since carly in-
tervention has proven effective. Staring hac
31d-grade reading levels arc a benchmark in-
dicator of furure success, Kathy said itis "es-
sential to catch the high-risk kids early” The
2010 census information shows that one in
five Winois children, or 600,000 children,
are at povery level. In the largest school
districes that figure shoors from 20% of the
population to 70%. Kathy agrees that the
number one goal of any sssessment program
should be “career and college readiness.”
Ralph Marire, Exccucive Director of the
Center for Tax and Budger Accountabilicy,
also stated tha funding in public educasion
is the biggest barrier to higher achievement
overall and to parity becween
distriess. In the scate of Illinois
the local schools' tax revenue is
tied directly o local propercy
taxes and is not a functian of
educational needs scatewide. This
results in discrices chac score the
highest in the world, but the
converse is true, too. Districts
with high povercy and low tax
revenue score at the bottom,
Marcire says, “Wichou the Feds
it’s game over for U.S. educa-
tion!”
LWVUS’ drive to craft 2 new
position on federal educarion

wtices will enable future

ocacy not only nacionally

for every local league too,
A spirited question and answer

Panelisls Martre, Hebson, and Ryg

session followed che panclises’ presentations.
The last word was from educator and loca|
League President Jane Partridge, who said,
“More testing is not the answer!” Jane weng
on, "Although national goals or benchmarks
should be guidelines, a student s so much
more than 4 test score. How each student
learns and grows through the year, which
depends upon healch, macurarion, economic
advancages, ecc. as well as classroom leara.
ing, is most importanc. And with t00 much
testing, valuable ceaching time is lost”

Video of the forum can be seen on our
website (www.lwv-Ifib.org). or on LFTV zr
the following times: \

Mondays, 10 2.m.
Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
Fridays, 10 a.m.
Sacurdays, 3 pm

OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOTER )
REGISTRARS 1

Our depury vorer registrass will be
registering vorers over the next few
months. If you wauld like to help,
please call Jan Schaobrich.

Monday, January 30, 2012
10:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Lake Foresc Place

Saturday, February 4, 2012

11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Lake Forest Library {
Wednesday, February 8, 2012

11:30 a.m. .
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Senior Center
Saturday, February 11, 2012
11:00 am. - 2:00 p.m.

Lake Bluff Library
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‘Follow-up on the LWVUS Education Study Consensus Process

Following the mecting on November
2nd at Highland Park Country Club,
which we sponsored together with LWV
of Highland Park and LNVV of Deer-
ficld, 2 good percentage of our member-
ship came to a consensus meeting on
November 7th to discuss and come to
consensus on the questions posed by
LNVVUS, We had & lively discussion,
aided by the PowerPoint presentation
prepared by the LWVUS, and very ably
led by Melanic Rummicl. During che
thiree-hour discussion we were able to
come (o conseitsus on all 15 guestions.

‘ We ow

big thank you to Melanic

Melanie Rummel (lefl) leads the group in the cansensus process.

State of the State Report From Our Legislators

Qceober 14

The Leagues ve:

W 0o different.

One wbject of concern o harh kg
and andience members was Coy

ate Senator Susan
Garrerc and Stace Represencacive Karen May
spent an hon and hall giving their perspec-
tives on <urrent legistacion in Springfield
. acons
ahways prompes & for of questions. This vear

Rummel, who did a cerrific job of keep-
ing the discussion focused. Roycealce
Woods preseated information on com-
mon core standard and and Liz Bradner
on equiy and funding, | would also like
to thank Nicki Snoblin for designing
and printing che programs for the panel
discussion o November 2nd as well 25
for the delicious cake she brought t the
consensus meeting, Other members of
the education commirsee — Liz, Royee-
alee, Lisa Diecrich, and Stacy Vermlen
- deserve thanks for all their help in
planning these events.

—Cindy Morehead

been made but more needs to be

Neicher legislaror liked the expan-
sion of gamblin

abou
omtid and che damage and lass of service
e b thesnmmer storms. Borh
G more acvounrahic

could

Tee 1oy
NomEds reene o

oo




The History Project

B —

In 2010 our local League celebrated the
90th birthday of LWVUS on Valentines
Day and womens suffrage in August. To cel-
ebrace che anniversary, | weote a skit for the
apening membership party ac Tracy Burns’
home. Thanks to Tracy's vincage clothing
collection, we had fun dressing for the de-
cades. Therefore, when the Lake Forest/lake
Bluff Historical Society asked the organiza-
dons in town to submit their history for che
city’s 150th anniversary project, we had a
head stare.

The Leagues of Women Voters in Lake For-
estand Lake Bluff have played major roles
in the history of the LWVUS as well as in

our state, county; and local communities.

For inscance, Alice Hixon in 1926 became
the first national treasurer, and she and oth-
exs have played major roles in public policy
over the years.

‘The LWVLF had over 250 members and
Lake Bluff 130 from the 1930s and through
the 19605, and were responsible for ravine
conservation, forerunners of the Garden
Club, the ciry plan commission, che caucus
system, the Lake Councy Forest Preserve,
the Lake County Health Department, and
many other organizations and institutions.
The two leagues combined in 1989.

The local leagues have studied civil service,
election laws, the merit system, old age
security, housing standards, che ciry budgets.

Clean Air Standards Work

The fllowing s pucblished in the Lake Forester
on September 22, 2011.

Every summes, dircy air alerts acrive wich the
heat, Children can' phay outside. The elderly
and othec sensitive groups (thase with respira-
cory or pulmonary disorders) suffer elevaced
heath risks.

Every year, coal-fired power plancs, il refiner
ies, and other big polluters, numerous in the
Chicago tegion, dump millions of tons of
toxic and harmful
pollutancs into che
air. The Environ-
mental Protection
Agency (EPA) was
preparing to update
clean air standards
for ozone and fine 2
particulare matter

and reduce this .
unhealthy pollu-

tion. Unfortunately,

President Obama

gave in © pressure from officials trying to
undermine these effores.

Clean air standards work. According to

the EPA, last year the Clean Air Act saved
160,000 lives, and multiple scudies have
demonstrated that efforcs to clean up the air
noc only protect our health, but also provide
asignificant economic benefic o che country.
‘The public wans clean air and wans to be
assured chat healch isa priority for che nations

decision makers. The League of Women Vot-
ers is asking Americans from all walks of life,
elected officials, and community and busi-
ness leaders around the country and here in
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff o join us in making
a simple promise — the Clean Air Promise.
We call on inois clected representatives <o
make this promise to protect our children and
families from harmful air pollucion. Learn
more about the Clean Air Promise at www.
peoplenorpolluters.org,

In 1970, Congress
passed the Clean
Air Act to proect
us from pollucants
like smog, soat and
mercury. For too
long, the debate
about pollucion has
focused on “over-
cegularion” and fea-
tured false assertions
that environmental

protections hurt our economy. Clean ait is an

issue of public health, The League was one

of the first organizations to speak oue for the

Clean Air Act and the Environmenal Protec-

tion Agency,

Jane Partridge

Co-President, League of Women Votes of he
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

LEAGUE LINgg

—_—
cownship government, and che cight-hour
day for women, among many other issues,
And we're sill working (o educate for goog
public policy.

1, with the valuable help of Nicki Snoblin
and her daughter Amelia, have put chis
history into a booklet form which will be
for sale at the Holiday Luncheon for a smal
charge to cover the printing costs. If. any of
you find League materials in your aic or
basement, please call me because we wil e
putcing this project online on our websice
and can always add pages there. We were
happy t0 add this booklet to the Historical
Sociecy's collection.

—Jare Pareidge

League of Women Voters of the
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

Board of Directors
OFFICERS ‘
Jane Partiidge  Co-President
Mary Mathews ~ Co-President
Ann Grant Vice President, Voter
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Tracy Burns Vice President,
Membership

Mary Ritter Vice President,
Membership

Various Secretary
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Happie Datt Program
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Linda Bartmes  LWVLC Board Liaison

Midge Heurich ~ LMLWV Board Liaison
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Carol Gilbert E-Alerts .

Nicki Snoblin  Webmaster, Newsletter

Diane Sanderson Newsletier
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Food for Thought

While we were doing some research last sum-
mer for the LWV-LELB History Project, we
yan across an exeraordinry lester; which we
want to share with yov bere. It was written in
1963 by M. James W, Morrison, a long-sime
member af the League of Women Vaters of
Lake Fores, to Mrs. Frank (Alice) Hixon, one
of the founders of LWVLE, on the occasion of
Ms. Hixons 80th birthday. Please take the
timie to read it through; we think youll see why
we wansed o share it.

My dear Alice,

Welcome o the ranks of the four score
years and oves. In spite of the
gloomy warnings of the Book
of Common Prayer in this
matter, strength at this point
is not necessarily “Labor and
Sorrow”. 1 seem to know a
good many nonagenarians
who still gec around fairly
well and whose wits are 2
great pleasure to their friends
and a comfors 1o themselves.
1f you have the luck to have
pretty good health there’s a
spectal kind of pleasure to

be goteen ouc of life at this
period.

You don't worry too much

any more, knowing 3) that

you can't personally do much

about it and b) if’s surprising

how often people and things wark them-
selves out in reasonable fashion.

You know the bell may ring any time, but
one who has had as useful and rich a life as
you has learned to take things as they come
and i such fun to look back over the past.
Mercifully the edge is off the harder mo-
ments and you can laugh at idiocies, your
own and others that used to exasperate you,
while the love and affection you've had, the
work and even the troubles you've shared
acquire a warm, glowing quality like those
golden days of Indian Summer thac you
cherish the more because they may be brief.

165 an extraordinary time to have lived
through, these last elghty years, for any-
body and especially for women, 1 had this
brought home to me a few years ago when
1 was having dinner with one of my sons

in West Hartford. His house is at the end
of a fair sized loke and when the trecs are
out you are hardly aware of other houses.
We stepped out on the terrace to the south
and there, rising over the trees to the wesc
came Spucnik—plain to be seen in spice of
the glow of the city lights, rising slowly and
with absolute steadiness moving across the
lake snd down below the tress to the cast.

I was deeply moving o chink abour, chis
first crack in the door, beyond which lay
what none of us could even begin to imag-

And then I remembered chat when 1 was
a small gir of fve in Richmond, Indiana,
we had an English governess whose idea of
what to do with litcle girls when they were
ot having lessons was to button them up in
their has and coats and take them walking
up and dowa the strects. No rowdy games
or tomboy antics!

‘The main strect of Richmond was a part

of the old National Road that went from
Baltimore, Maryland to St. Louis, which
you may remember was the take off for the
Oregon Trail. During the four years she

was with us we must have scen as many as

a dozen Covered Wagons—buckets strung
along the axles, dogs trotting behind and
children peering out from the back—go
down that street and out to St. Louis and
beyond. They were the fast stragglers of that

once great army, of course, che railroads had
been pur through some twenty years before.
But there they -

1 knew I was an old woman, but in one life-
time, however long, to have made the jump
from Covered Wagon to Sputnik made you
think very hard indecd.

And while the fight for Woman Suffrage
and all it implied had statced some forcy
years before you os | were bora, the last
half of it, the encry of women in full legal
rights as citizens, the forty years of theic use
of those rights, and the valiant work of the
League of Women
Vorers to help them
do it wisely and
well—all chis we
have seen and been
a part of (yours a
far larger par than
miae). The changes
in the pattern of
men’s and women’s
lives, of their chink-
ing, their standards
and points of view
would be incredible
ifit hadn't as it were
‘snuck up on us’,

50 that living with
and in it we were
bardly aware of the
change.

What comes next we can hardly speculate.
Personal and/or world annihilation is cer-
tainly not out of the picture but somehow

1 don'e think the last s going to happen.
Reading “We Scven”, che astronauts’ story
of what has been done so far, looks as if we
weee bath skillful and very sceady in trying
to find out what lies behind the door of
space in spite of all che alarums and excur-

One thing we do know—chac the work we
did for suffrage and the League of Women
Votess brought us inc close touch with
some very remarkable human beings, gave
us friendships that have endured and made
2l thac has happened to us, good or bad,
not only bearable but very worth while.
Good luck, deat friend,

Mary Morrison




Discourse Should Remain Civil

The following was published in the Lake Far-
ester on November 11, 201 1.

Contrace negotiations between High School
Districe 115 and the Lake Forest Educa-
tion Association (LFEA} have become very
public news in the past week,

Teachers are picketing in front of the
school, both sides have sent letters to school
families, and arcicles have been appearing in
the newspapers and blogs. In some circles
tempers are high and discussion is reaching
afever pitch.

The League of Women Voters - Lake Forest/
Lake Bluff Aren welcomes a broad discus-
sion abour the high school teachers’ con-
tract. One of the principles of the League of
Women Voters is that democratic govern-
ment depends upon che informed and active
participation of its citizens.

But active participation does not mean
outshouting someone else. [¢ doesn't do

any good when discussions degenerate into
name-calling and facts are awisted. To help.
in reaching the best results, public discourse
should remain civil, To that end:

* Be objective. Ifa claim sounds t0o outra-
geous to be true, ic probably isn't rue. A lot

Highlights from LWVIL and LWVUS

LWVIL UPDATE

The Leagues lawsuic against the State of II-
linois regarding redistricting was dismissed.
The LWVIL s rescarching what steps to
take next.

LWVIL will hold an [ssues Bricfing on
Saturday, January 28, 2012. If you are
incerested in learning first-hand che scatus of
the issues chat che State League is follow-
ing, please plan to attend. There will be

more information in the December issue of
Hllirois Varer.

Please sec www.lwvik.org for more informa-

of assertions star¢ with a grain of truth and
then ger blown up to astounding propor-
tions. Make sure you know the whole story
efore passing a claim along. One way to do
this s t© go (o the source. If you have heard
chat a particular person or group has done
some egregious thing, ask them directly
for their side of the story. Theyll probably
thank you.

A

Look for unbiased sources of information
when you evaluate the things you're hearing.
Even if bath partics in a dispute belicve
chey're telling the absoluse truch, they can't
ficlp but put their own spin on . If you
can'e find a cruly unbiased source, then at
least look at the information being put out
by both sides before drawing conclusions.

LEAGUE LINES

« Avoid hostility. Dont write anonymous
letcers which only serve o indulge cheir
writers in a level of incivility they presum-
ably wouldn' st0op t0 in a face-to-face
encounter. If you believe in something, and
youre sure your belief is well-founded, then

you shoulda'c be afraid to put your name

1o it

« Respect participants. The parties in-
volved are not usually monsters. In this case,
we have che Board members and the ceach-
exs. Board members are usually members of
the communiry who have stepped up to do
a necessary job, at no pay, for at least some-
what altruistic reasons. Teachers are usually
intcrested in doing what's best for their
scudents as well as their own pocketbook
and would raher tcach than picke. All par-
ties involved in a public dispute should be
treated and referred to respectfully.

‘The League of Women Vorers hopes 1
people will use sicuations like chis to
more about the issues, and exexcise their
rights and responsibilitics as responsible
citizens and communiry members.

Jane Parsridge

Co-Presidlent, League of Women Voters of the
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

Upcoming Events

LWVUS UPDATE

‘The League has been working diligencly on
its priority of Clean Air Defense, They sent
letters to the Senace opposing Senate Bill
1786, which would block the EPA from air
pollution controls. They sent another letrer
asking the Senators to oppose Senacor Rand
Pauls resolucion to void the Cross-State Air
Pollution Rule.

LWV weate President Obama to deny the

permit for the Keystone XL Pipeline project.

‘The League submitced comments to the
United Nations Commitree on the Elimi-
nation of Disctimination Against Women
(CEDAW) concerning the importance of
the right to vore and hold office.

Please www.lwv.org for more informacion
about their lobbying efforts.

January 29, 2012: Program on women's
health policy (see page 3)

February: Candidate forums; program
planning mecting/tea

March: Program about water

April: Parsicipation in a national study
about privacization.

Watch our e-alerts for more information on
these events aver the spring!
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q-n.;s was the takeaway message from the
conference of the Lake Michigan League

of Women Voters held on Ocrober 21 and
22 in Oak Lawn, Illinois. There were three
primary speakers at the conference with
varying and overlapping arcas of expertise:
Todd Main of the Millennium Reserve
Project, Debra Shore from the Metropol
Wheer Reclamation Discrict of Chicago,
Judy Beck of the EPA and LWV Glenview.
Following are a few of the highlights

LMLWV: “All problems started out as solutions”

19805 1o clean algac from the carfish farms.

Locat flooding allowed some of the carp co
escape and work their way to the Missis-
sippi and norchward. They now threaten the
Great Lakes. The Army Corp of Engineers
has buile several electric barriers in an at-
tempt to prevent the carp from moving into
Lake Michigan.

There is some question as to the suscainabil-

of their presentations:

+ “The amounc of fresh water on
earth has nox changed significantly

over the centuries. i
ercent of the earth’s water is

fir to drink,

« Tiwenty percent of the earths fresh
surface water is in the Great Lakes.

Due to the refease of ballast waters,
invasive species pose serious threats

t0 native plancs, fish, and witdlife in

the Great Lakes. Federal and state

laws ase frequently ar odds, resulting
in litde regulation. The z¢bra mus-

sel which now covers the botrom of Lake
Michigan isa prime example of an invasive

®

The Asian carp, which is really several differ-
ent carp under a single name, was intro-
duced into Arkansas and Louisiana in the

ity of the carp in Lake Michigan as the carp
feed ar the top of the water and the zebra
mussels, chrough cheir constant filrering of
the water, have removed the carps’ available
food source. This sumaer 225 tons of carp
were harvested in the Morris area, where

Join Us for the Capitol Steps!

-

they brecd. The carp is made inco meal

for chickens. The “Target Hunger Now”
program is examining the viability of using
the carp 1o provide protein for food banks.
The carp i rasty and frec of mercury. China
bought 50 miflion pounds of carp and is
markeed it as “Dancing Fish from the pris-
tine waters of the llinois River.”

The goals of the Lake Michigan League of
Women Vorers (League members
from Wisconsin, [llinois, Indiana,

q and Michigan) were staced as follows:

1. To support legislation promoting
sustainable agriculture and protec-
tion of our environment, as well as
human health

2."To review pollution dischar,
permits for CAFO (large contained
animal feeding operations)

3. To encourage the use of recycled
water for water golf courses and other
public properties

te a committee to seudy the
es of building wind farms
off shore in Lake Michigan

5. To encourage the collection of unused
medicines to prevent the contamination of

Submised by Midge Heurich, LWV-LFLB
Liaison to LML

Expand Your Skills?

Steps dig inco the headlines of the day to create

Friday, January 27, 8:00 p.m.
North Shore Center for the
Performing Arts, Skokie
Tickets - $47.50

tion. We will be carpooling.

song, parodies and skits that convey their own spe-
cial brand of satire. Join us for a hilarious evening:

Call Mary at 847-295-1494 as soon as possible
to make your resecvation or for more informa-

‘The Capitol Steps began as a group of Senate staffers who sec out to satirize the very people
and places thac employed them. The group was born in December 1981 when some staffers
for Senaror Charles Percy were planning envercainment for a Christmas party.

Well known for cheir irreverent humor, the Capitol

We may be sponsoring moderator training
and deputy voter registrar training in the
next month or two.

1f you'e interested, please call Mary at 847-
295-1494 and lec her know.




League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

P.0. Box 645 ' www.LWV-LFLB.org
Lake Forest, IL 60045 «. check it often!

This is the last printed
edition of League Lines
for those who requested
email newsletters.

If you requested a printed

newsletter, you will continue to

receive it by mail. If you want

to change your mind, let us
now.

DON'T MISS ...
December9  Holiday Luncheon
The Grille on Laurel
10:30 a.m.
January 9 Program on women'’s health policy
Private home
4:00 p.m.
January 27 Capitol Steps.
North Shore Center for the Performing Arts.
Call Mary today to make your reservation!
(847) 2951494
Watch our e-alerts for programs in February, March, and April.
And remember: ALL members are welcome to attend our
monthly board meetings! They are held the second Monday
of each month at 1:30 p.m. Contact a board member for
locations.
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League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

Our Water in Peril

Peg Determan, Lake Forest

Barbara Monsor, Lake Forest

Thanks for joining us!

Dear League Member:

« Interesling and interested people
+ Doing inleresting work and

+ Having interesting dialog...

Does this sound ike a group thal
might interest you?

An experienice 0 remember. de-
manding, rewarding, challenging,
salistying...join the LWV-LFLB
Board of Direclors to be part of a
dynamic, fun group of people.

L

Call Abbie for more information,
847-234-7281,

Inside this issue:
Co-Presidents’ Letter 2

Holiday Luncheon

Wrap-up 2
Candidate Forums 3
Program Planning ‘
Unlimited Money? .
National Convention 4

Chalienges to Repro- 5

. ductive Health

Privatization Study

LWVIL/US Highlights 8

“Water, watcr, every where, nor any drop ta drink”
- lec us hope the Ancient Mariners verse will not
apply to us 200 years hacer.

The League of Women Voters, AAUW, and Lake
Forest Open Lands Association arc co-sponsoring
the program "Our Warer in Peril” 10 explain some
of the water issues we face here in northeasten Il
linois and in context to the worldwide plight.

On Thursday, March 22, 7:00 p.m., at Gotton
Community Center, three experts will describe a
few of che dilemmas we experience. Judy Beck, US
EPA, Lake Michigan Manager; Mike Adam, Senior
Biologiss, Luke County Health Department; and
John Sencell, President, Lake Forest Open Lands
Association will tackle differens aspecrs of our local
water resources.

Since 1993, when the United Nations Generat
Assembly declared March 22 as World Water Day,
che U.N. and its member nacions have devoted

Great Decisions Series

the day ro activitics regarding the world's wacer
resources. The importance of fresh water and its
susinable management cannor be emphasized
cnough. Our lives and thosc of the other 6.9 bil-
tion people depend upon ir.

Please supporc World Wacer Day by learning more
about eritical warer issues. Join us for “Our Water
in Peril” and hear what some of the problems are,

ask questions, and find some simple sceps chat can
be done ac the local level

Years ago, the Leaguc of Women Voters and the
American Association of University Women
(AAUW) jointly formed a Great Decisions discus-
sion group. This year the Great Decisions group
meers the second Friday of cach monch at Betry
Bukers home from February until November. We
watch a video from th Foreign Policy Association
as an incroduction (o the chaptor we ar reading,
from our Great Decisions book. This bricfing book
conuins documented background on each topic in
the serics. We start promply at 1:00 pm.

“This year our cight topics arc as follows: Middle

East realignment; promoring democracy; Mexico;
cybersceurity; exit from Afghanistan and Iraq the
state of che oceans; Indonesia; and energy geopoli-

After watching the video, we have a lively discus-
sion until 3:00, when we adjourn, Please call Janc
Partridge (847-234-1247) if you wish to aciend. If
you are interested in U.S. forcign policy, this is the
group for you!




Letter from the Co-Presidents

Dear Fellow Leaguers,
Afer our enjoyable Holiday Luncheon with
Megan Wells in December, a group of us

in January enjoyed laughing at the Capirol
Steps performance, where national candi-
dates from both sides of the aisle bore the
brunt of the group’s satice.

In February, we were very busy with
candidate forums. The one on the 19¢h for
candidaces for State Representative, State
Senator, and Lake Councy Board was very
successful chanks to Ann Grant, V.P. Voter
Service, wich the help of Mary Jane Brady,
dhe Board, and other members. We then co-
sponsored a Forum on the 26th in Highland
Park for the candidates in the 10th District,
all Democrats vying to run against Con-
gressman Dold in November. And then on
Macch 4th, the forum was for Lake County

offices of Clerk of the Circuc Court, Coro-
ner, Recorder of Deeds, and Stare’s Attorney
as wel as the candidates for contested races
for Lake County Board Discrice 12. [t was
held ac che Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Senior

For the second year we have enjoyed our
Valencine's Day Tea ac Abbic Fassnacht’s,
where we calked about program ideas for the
coming year and enjoyed goodies with our
tea. Mark your calenders for the program on
“Our Warer in Peril," with dhree experts on
a panel at Garcon Community Center on
March 22nd. In the last two weeks of April,
well be studying the parameters of priva-
tization, first by an informational seminac
which will be followed by a consensus
mecting (sce page 5). The consensus is for

a scudy that LWVUS is conducting. Then

Holiday Luncheon Wrap-up

Once again, a good time was had by all! The
annual Holiday Luncheor at The Grille on
Laurel in December was a great hundraiser
and fun-raiser. The encertainment was
enjoyable as dramatlsc Megan Wels gave
animated interpretations of stories from
mythology. The food, as always, was tasty.
Members were able to cach up wich frien
they hadn: seen for a while dae to every-
one’s different travels and responsibilities.
Asan added bonus, some acrendees bought
books for holiday giving {or themselves)
table arrangements for their home deco-
rations. The Lake Forester even
pictures of aut eveat! If you wo

help with planning the one for next
year, please let  board member knc
Itis a lot of fun, and doesn'c take
much time.

b e

in May we will hold our annual meeting on

the 22nd.
We want to thank all of you who pitched
in and helped make our League activities so
successful. We do a service for the commu-
nity through our candidate forums, vorer
registration, and programs that educate
about important public policy. Also, r
the letcers we write for the press on civilicy
campaign financing, and more (available on
our website, www.lwy-Ifib.org). Remember,
demaocracy is not a spectator sport!

June Pariridge and Mary Mathews

Co-Presidenss

PS.: Be sure to let your friends know haw
rewarding it is t0 be a member of the
League and ask chem join us, We welcome
new members!

ﬂ
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| Three Candidate Forums for the Primary

Our League is in the middie of the primary
Candidare Forum scason. We planned a
demanding schedule of thrce forums in three
weeks. Each forum has beca recorded by
LFTV and will be shown on local public ac-
cess channel 17 or 19, our website www.wv-
1b.org, and on LFTVs YouTube channel
(EnjoyLakeForest). Some of the forums will
be shown for a limited time on the Wauke-
gan public access cable as well.

We have been working with other local
chapters of the League and with the web-
based news outles Patch.com, On Sunday,
February 19th at Lake Bluff Elementary
School, candidates for three conrested races
participated in our forum: for State Repre-
sentative 58ch District, Mark Neerhof and
Lauren Turelli for Srate Senate 29th District,
Julie Morrison and Milron Sumprion; and
for Lake County Board District 13, David
Barkhausen, Robert Glucckere, Sendra Hart,
Rick Lesscr, and Anthony Soler.

The school provided a great venue with
L ample space. We were very happy with the
urnout and the number of questions submit-
ted. Our partnership with Lake Forest-Lake

i \” ! League

LN of Womnen

Yoters %

February 28: lya Sheyman, Brad Schneider.
John Tree, and Vivek Bae

Bluff Pach proved to be very inveresting,
People submitzed questions ta the online
news media ourler dirccrly and also were able
© participatc in a blog,

On Sunday, February 26th at Highland
Park Country Club, candidates for consested
races for the 10th Congrossional District and
the State Senate 29¢h District participated.
For the 58th State Representarive race, Lau-
ren Tarelli was not able to atcend as planned,
and 5o her opponent Mark Neerhof made 2
brief presentation. The 10th Congressianal
candidates who participated were Vivek
Bavda, Brad Schneider, Ilya Sheyman, and
John Tree. The 29th State Senate candidates
were Julie Mosrison and Milion Sumption.

The large ballroom at the Country Club was
needed for the audience. This forum was co-
sponsored by five local chapters of the League
in the 10th Congressional District along with
the Union League Club of Chicago. Again
LFTV recorded the forum for fucure airing.
“The final forum was on Sunday; March 4,
1:30p.m. at Lake Forest-Lake Bluff Senior
Center. There were five contested races. Can-

didates running for Lake County Board Dis-
wrict 12 are Scort Hclton and Mike Rummel.
Candidates for the following Lake Counry
offices parcicipated: for Coroner: Howard
Cooper, Steve Newron, and Artis Yancey
(Thomas Rudd did ot participate); for
Citcuir Coure Clerk: Keith Brin and Gerald
Diecz; for Recorder: Bob Bednar and Marty
Blumenchals and for States Attorney: Louise
Hayes, Chris Kennedy, Reginald Mathews,
Mike Nerheim, Karen Boyd Williams, and
Bryan Winter. A number of these candidates

five in the Lake Forest-Lake Bluff area and are
attracting quite a bir of suppor.

The forum was co-sponsored by Lake
Forest-Lake Bluff Parch, Lake Forest-Lake

Bluff Senior Center, LWV-Highland Park/
Highwood, and LWV-Destficld. These

forums have been very vl received and
publicized. All the work involved in planning
and putting on these three forums in a shore
period of time would not have been possible
withou all the League volunteess. Your help

was invaluable! The voters and communities
were well served.
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Valentine’s Day and the allure of tea
goodies can be tempring. But the real actcac-
tion is getting togecher with some kindred
spirits and discussing current issues. The
purpose of the February 14th meeting was
for members to discuss whar positions our
League should have as focus for nexc year.
Enjoying an aficrnoon tea in a pleasant
serting just made the job all the casicr. Once
again, Abbie Fassnacht hosted a producrive
and successhul Program Planning Meeting ac
her house. We are grareful for her hospital-
ity. Everyone felt our current priorities
should continue. In addition, there was
considerable discussion abour possible

development changes in Lake Forest, Lake
Bluff, and Knollwood, which prompred in-
cluding wo more priorities. Next year could
be very busy! The Board will review the sug-

Jane Partridge and Melanie Rummel; Barbara Monsor and Abble Fassnacht

LWV Concerned About Unlimited Money

On January 21, the nation marked the second
anniversary of the LS. Supreme Courrs deci-
sion in the case of Citizens Unired v. Federal
Election Commission, This decision enabled
corporations and unions 1o spend unlimited
amounts of money o influence federal and
seare clections.

As the 2012 election scason ramps up, 5o
will the corporate, union, and special inter-

est financing of political adverising, With

the proliferation of Super PACs, voters are

ot aware who is behind major advertising
ampaigns. Disclosure is delayed and transpar-
ency s lacking.

Vorers should question every political adver-
isement they see or hear. Who paid for the ad
and why? If the sponsor is a group or orgariza-
tion, does it have a website that explains its
purpose and donation information? Consider
the possible morivarion behind an expersive
ad campaign that artacks & candidate.

"

-t

Unlimited money has a corrupting influence
on clections and clecred officials. Asaways:
follow the money: For reliable donation

i ion, vorers can visit

org or vwwvotesmart.arg, And finally, vorers
should ask every candidate his o her position
on campaign finance reform. Be an informed

National Convention Is Coming Up!

The Leaguc of Women Vorers is holding is
50¢h Biennial Convention from June 8th
through June 12¢h ac the Washingron Hilton
in Washingron D.C.

Al Tocal and stare leagues are requested to
send delegares, who will vore for new officers,
budger, and the nacional Program for the next
two years.

This i a great learning experience and a loc

of fun. Itis jam-packed with meetings all

day, from as carly a5 7:30 a.m. 1o 10:00 p.m.
League members from all over the country
meet and share insight, helpful tips, and suc-
cess stories. There also is the option of lobby-
ing on Capitol Hill on Tuesday afernoon after
the dlose of the convention at noon.

We have budgered to pay far parc of the
expensc of artending the convention. Ifyou
would like more information o are interested
in going, please calt Mary ar 847-295-1494.
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Grassroots and Goodies, Redux/Program Planning B »

gestions and propose a Program. Members
will vore for 2 2012-2013 Program at the
Annual Meer ned, and be ready

tojumpina
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Challenges to Reproductive Health

Pruc and Frank Beidler invited League
members into their home to enjoy wine
and appetizers during our January program
“Challenges to Reproductive Healch.”
While the Beidlers’ warmth and hospitalicy
softened the presentasion, members learned
of the very real attacks against reproductive
health. Our speaker, Pam Sutherland, VP
for Public Poicy, Planned Parenthood of
linois, provided an updace on the current
assaults to reproductive health in Hlinois
and across the country.

“This past year, there has been an unprec-
edented number of proposed legislacion
curailing women's access to affordable
health care services, healch education, birth
controf, reproductive choices, and emer-
gency care. Susherland made 2 number of

Although che number one concern of

Americans is jobs, the fiest House bill in

the 112¢h Congress, HR1, was to defund

Planned Parenchood. The federal gov-

esernment almost shut down due to John

+ Bochner's insistence on defunding the fam-
ily planning organization.
In April 2011, Senator Dick Durbin was
very angry with the direction of the House's
effores and held a press conference denounc-
ing the proposed climination of funding for
the Ticle X program that provides family
planning and preventive health services to
low-income and uninsured women and
men. Congressman Bob Dold spoke to keep

A
Frank Beidler, Pam Sutherland, Prue Beidler, Jane Partridge, and Carofe Brite
federal funding. Contrary to Senator Kyl's
statement, over 90% of Planned Parenc-
hoods work is concencrated on prevencive
services, such as Pap smears, contraccprion,
blood pressure, and breast exams, mostly for
women who cannot afford other providers.

These continuous barrages against women
swere happening not only ar the national
level and in conservarive stares, but also here
in llinois. This past year there were seven
bills limiting reproductive health care. Since
1983, when the Leaguc adopted its position
“Public Policy on Reproductive Choices,”
the League has opposed restricrions to
the right 1o privacy in reproductive

Ac the state and national level, the
Leaguc has worked with coalition
pariner Planned Parenchood and other’
pro-choice organizations o safeguard
womens health. This year's program
percaining o our national position

A

-
Liz Bradner, Marifyn Shineflug, and Linda Barimes:

proved to be very timely. “Challenges to
Reproductive Healdy” primed us for the
subsequent national debates on the Susan
B. Komen Foundation decisions, internal
ultrasounds in Virginia, “personhood” and
contraceptives.

On the Leagues behalf, Jane thanked Pruc
and Frank Beidler for borh the afiernoon
hospitality and the Beidler family’s con-

dnued suppore of the League. Pruc is a
long-time member, and her mother-in-law,
Eleanor Beidler, was a League president in
1942 and 1965. Eleanor had been active in
the Leagne for over 40 years.

Is Privatization the Answer? Participate in the LWVUS Study

Federal, suate and local governments own
extensive assets and are major employers.
Governments ofcen consider selling assecs
and outsourcing some Functions a

Vices to the private sector, iciuding “core”
government services such as providing

for che safety,security and general welfare
(public well-being) of citizens, the economy,
and our country.

Privatizaion of these govornment assers,
services and functions has been occurring
#:for decades a al levels of government. The
consequences of “privatizing” a government
service or function, in parcicular, may en-
hance the function or service. Alternatively,

it may reduce or alter functions and services.
Government revenues may be reduced or
lost, and jobs may be cur. In some instances,
this may have a decrimental effect on che
“commaon good” or public well-being.
SCOPE OF THE PRIVATIZATION
STUDY

‘The purposs of this study is to ideniy
those parameters and policy issues to be
considered in connection with proposals

o transfer federal, stace o local gover

ment services, assexs andfor funcrions

the private sector. It will review the stated
goals and the community impace of such

transters, and identity s
wansparency, accountab
tion of the common

egies 1 ensure
, and preserva-

A public program will be held on Thurs-
day, April 19 at 7:00 pm a¢ the Lake Bluff
Recreation Center. Drew Irvin, Viflage ad-
miniscracor for Lake Bluff, and Liz Bradner
and Ann Hamlin will discuss some of their
experiences with privatization. There will be
a consensus meering for members only at a
privace home the following week.

The cansensus questions appear on the next
two pages. Please bring them along o the
consensus meeding.




PRIVATIZATION CONSENSUS QUESTIONS . -
ing and then repeat

Consensus questions one and two should be presented fo the group at the outsel of the meeling

after the other questions have been answered.

q . rivatized in the
1. As a general matter, the extent to which government functions, services and assets have been pi

past decade is:
_ Muchtoomuch __ Toomuch __ Aboutright __Too little __ Much too lite _ No consensus
a e 8
2. Core government services and functions important to well-being of the people should remain with governmen
and not be transferred to the private sector.

__Stronglyagree ___ Agree _ Disagree ___ Strongly disagree No consensus

3. As a matter of good government policy, which of the following criteria should be applied when making decisions
to transfer government Services, assets and functions to the private sector?

a. Transparency and Accountability: All government contracts with private companies for services must
ensure public access to relevant records and information regarding contracted services, functions and assets
and provide for adequate government oversight and control.

___Highpriority __ Lower priority __Not a priority __ No consensus

b. Public Well-being: Provisions are in place to assure that, in the evenl any public services are to be
privatized, there will be no increased risks to public well-being, esp
___High priority __ Lower priority __Not a priority __ No consensus

€. Cost and Quality: Privatized services should not appreciably increase the costs or decrease the quality
of services to the public.
___High priority ___ Lower priority __Not a priority __No consensus

d. Environmental and Natural Resources: Defined parameters should be in place to assure that
environmental and natural resources are not compromised.
__ High priority ___ Lower priority _Not a priority _ No consensus

e. Contracts and Sales of Public Assets: All government contracts and privatized public assets should be
subject to competitive bidding and comply with all laws regarding awarding contracts.
__ High priority _ Lower priority __ Nota priority __ No consensus

f. Economic Impact: Privatization should not result in a negative economic impact on
the communities in which the services are provided.
___High priority __ Lower priority __Not a priority __ No consensus

& . Government Recovery of Services and Assets: Provisions should be in place to recover key services,
assets and functions should the private sector fail to safeguard them,
__ High priority __ Lower priority __Nota priority _ No consensus

4. Privatization is not appropriate:

a. When the government lacks the will, ability or resources to adequately oversee contracts with the private
entity and any successor thereto.
__Agree _ Disagree __ No Consensus

b. When there is no private entity able or willing to provide the service for the short and long term.
__Agree _ Disagree __ No Consensus

<. When it poses a potential threat to national security.
__Agree _ Disagree _ No Consensus

Privatization Consensus Questions, March 2012 10f2
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d. When it poses a risk to personal or security data

_ Agree __ Disagree __No Consensus

€. When therc has been_evidence of potential corruption.
_Agree __Disagree __No Consensus

f. i ity
When the private entity’s goals and purposes are not compatible with public well-being,
_ Agree _ Disagree __ No Consensus

2. When th_e private en_niry has not complied with existing government requirements for public records,
open meetings or publication of reports and audits.

__Apree _ Disagree __ No Consensus

h. When a loss of revenue decreases government support for mandated or critical services.
__Agrec _ Disagree __ No Consensus

5. Some states have developed laws and regulations to control the process of privatization within their
jurisdictions. As a general matter, should privatization be regulated?

a. Yes, all privatization efforts should be regulated.

b. Yes, some types of privatization efforts should be regulated.
¢. No, privatization efforts should never be regulated

d. No consensus

6. Which of the following should be included in the regulatory process when privatizing public assets, services
and functions?

a. Timely public announcements regarding intentions to privatize and the clear and measurable expected
benefits to the public
_ Strongly apree __Apree _ Disagree __Strongly disagree __No consensus

b. Public and stakeholder (investors, shareholders, experts) input into the decision and terms of the
contract.
_ Strongly agree __Agree _ Disapree __ Strongly disagree __No consensus

¢. Feasibility study regarding performance, costs and benefits.

_ Strongly agrec __Apgree _ Disagree __ Strongly disagree __No consensus
d. Adherence to all laws regarding public contracts..

__Strongly agree __ Agree _ Disagree __ Strongly disagree __No consensus

& Transition plans for displaced employees.
_ Strongly apree _ Agree _ Disagree _ Strongly disagree _ No consensus

A ility and provisions in all contracts.
_ Strongly agree __Agree _ Disagree _ Strongly disagree __No consensus

g. Regular perfonnance jons including meaningful opp for public comment.
__Strongly agree __Agree _ Disagree __ Strongly disagree __No consensus

h. Provisions for transferring services and assets back to the government or another contractor in the event
of inadequate performance.
__ Strongly agree __Agree _ Disagree __ Strongly disagree __No consensus

i. Adequate resources for enforcement.
__Strongly agree __Agree _ Disagree __Strongly disagree __No consensus

Privatization Consensus Questions, March 2012 20f2




League of Women Voters of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

P.O. Box 645
Lake Forest, IL 60045

Stilt want a printed
newsletter?

If you can access the newsletter
online instead, please let us know
and save us the postage!

www.LWV-LFLB.org

- check it often!

Highlights from LWVIL and LWVUS

LWVIL has fled an appeal regarding its
redistricting suit with the U.S. Supreme
Court. The League expects to learn in a
couple of monchs whether the Supreme
Cours will take the case.

ague members from all over the scate

=ked the annual Issues Briefing held in
Chicago. LWVIL has a new pamphler,
“Making Your Voice Heard," which can be
downloaded from cheir websire, LWV-LFLB
has a few prinved copies available.
In December, Paula Lawson (former
LWVIL president) testified at an Ilinois
Campaign Finance Reform Task Force hear-
ing. On behalf of the League, she requested
that the cask force recommend that the
General Assembly consider  system of pub-
lic financing shar will be open and fair and
resrore che trust of the public in clections in
Illinois and in their state government.

In February, LWVIL submirted comments
10 the State Board of Education abour its
request for a walver to No Child Lef; Be-
hind. The League urged the Board to make
sure tha resources are targeted primarily
at schools that are disadvanteged by the

state’s eliance on propercy raxes and by«
teemendous discrepancies in schaol fund
in Ulinois.

LWVUS has been very active lobbying this
year. With coalition parners it sent owo
Jetters to senators. One was 1o oppose efforts
to kill EPA Standards. The other lercer op-
posed the Keystone XL Pipeline legislation.
The League sent an action alert to members
asking that they contact their senarors to
vore against the Blunt-Rubio amendment
that would limit access to contraceprive
Services for women if any employer or insur-
ance plan has a “religious or moral objec-
tion” (o it

LWV surpassed its goal of 25,000 signatures
on the FEC petition to The White :

The League is awaiting the response
President Obama and his plans for the Fed-
eral Election Commission, which is charged
with enforcing the law and stopping illegal
coordination by candidate Super PACS.
Please sec ww.wyil.org or www lwv.org
for more information about the state and
narional Leagues.

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 22, 2012:

Our Water in Perit

7:00 pm

Gorton Community Center

April

Watch for Privatization program
followed by a consensus meeting
May 22

Annual Meeting

Time and place to be determined
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League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

ulture and Politics Reception

Annual Fall Kick-off Event

The Culture and Dolitics Reception on Sat.

2 Sept 2§ was LWV- 3
LE/1B official kick-off

3 event for the 2013-201+ ‘
yer. Our fve newly

3 clected legisltors were mvited to meet mem-
bers and guests at the re-invent art gallery on

4 Wisconsin Ave. in Lake Forest from + t0 6
DM. Smnning paintings by Voy Madeyski

provided a beautiful backdrop.

State Senator Julic Morrison, Counry Board

member Sandy  Flact, County Boacd

@

Sandy, Julie and Mike

Holiday Luncheon

member Mike Rummel chatted with gues

answered questions  from|
an engaged audience. They also explained that
although they were in different pacties and|
clected positions, they wotked well together
foc their constiruer

Unfortunately, the federal budget and gov-
cenment  shutdown
prevented  Congre
man  Schneider frc
leaving  Washingt
DC over the weeke
and  attending
State Rep. Drury ha
last minute family matter that needed his at-|
tention. Although disappointed about  thel
missing legislators, members enjoyed not only|
the opportunity to interact with the threci
clected officials, but also the atteactive venue|
and the tasty refeshments. The ceception was|
a successful start to a busy yeac)

‘The popular Holiday Luncheon has been
scheduled for Friday, Dec. 6th at The Grille
on Laurel. Jenny Riddle’s deamatic presenta-
ton First Ladies was such a big bic last yeac
that we asked her to reruro. She has ap-
peared at book clubs and libraries for years,
but word-of-mouth is spreading her name
among Lengue chapters, which resulted in hec
performance at LWVILs convention this
past June. Jenny’s performance chis y

us will be about the best-selling author

Strayed and her book Vi,

Watch for your invitation and make your
servation quickly. There will be a discount for
paying eady. Invite your friends to attend also.
There will be plenty of time for socializing
over good food. As usual, book selections

from the Lake Forest Book Store will be sug-
gested and available.

Jenny and Jane
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Letter from the Co-Presidents

Dear Ladies and Gentlennan,

The US. Federal Government is shut
down ac the time of this writing, but our
League in Lake Forest/Lake Bluff is in
action and ready o go for a full year of
watk and fun.

Our opening cvent with wine and hors
docuvees on Seprember 28¢h at the Re-
invent Gallery introduced some of our
newly clected representtives.  Swte
Seaacor Julic Morrison, Sandy Hart and
Mike Rumme] on the Lake County
Board made helptul presentations, and
Roycealee Wood joined the panel o an-
swet education questions.

Per the “Program” adopred ac the An-
oual Mecting, we  have a number of
public  cducational activitics planned.

£st, on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 7:00 PM.
ac Gorton, a panel will focus on recent

gun  legish-
don.  Our
Lake  Forest
Chicf of Po-
lice  James
Held, St
Rep.  Scott

Drucy, and Nicole Chen from “Moms
Demand Action for Gun Sensc in
America”  will addcess many of the
questions surrounding recent gun legis-
lation, I you did not follow the two
City Council meetings on July | and 15,
refer to Liz Bradnees ardcle on “Gun
Sense” in the summer newsletcer. As a
Home Rule town Lake Fotest had op-
tions for an ordinance regarding assault
weapons, Numerous League members
and colleagues testified ac both ciry

council meetings urging a
ban on assault weapons
and lacge magazines, but ©
00 avail. We also spoke for
tcanspacency  and  the !
democeatic progess.  An . J
assaule weapon ordinance |

was not scheduled for the

July  1Sth  meeting,

However, Mayor Schocn- 3
heider did put public com-

ment back on the agenda

July 15th ac our request

that we and many other

Lake Forest residents had 2

chance o speak, and we thank him for

Our next public program will be in
November about the Affordable Care
Act (ACA). Because so many are unio-
formed or misinformed about the ACA
(o Obamacace as it is commonly
known) and the insurance exchanges,
our LWV will offer a chance to aoswer
all of your questions on Nov. 7 au the
Fitst Presbytecian Church of Lake
Forest ac 7:00 PM. Why che baw? How
to signup for the insurance cxchanges?
Who benefits feom the law and who
docs noe  Our panel will consist of
Joho Shustitzky, Chief Exccutive Of-
ficer for The Alliance for Human Sec-
vices and Tony Beltran, Head of the
Lake County Health Depactment and
others w

wes to be factually
K informed  about
the law.

Lake Forest Day Parade 2013

In December, we once again
will enjoy a wonderful social
cvene with the Loliday Lunch-
Mark your calendars now
mbee 6, at The
Giille on Laucel. Jenny Riddle
will make a retutn appeatance,

con
tot D

Although we were planning to
have a Campaign Finance Re-
form program in the fall, we
have had to postponc it until
afeee the new year. We ace lining
up some excellent speakers in-
cluding our membee Corinne
Wood. I you want to get a taste
of what the campaign finance interest
group has been discussing, please watch
Teevor Power on  YouTube  you-
tube.com/watch?v=H8hE3b-djW0 Thc
League is closely watching the case Mc-
Curcheon v. Federal [ilection. Com-
mission  be- & ) ore
the Supreme

spring.
we will cake
wp  the
LWYUS

Agriculture Study update, to be followed
by an environmental program. Much
more is planned for 2014,

Keep tuned in. You can be a member
of the non-partisan LWV and stll pur-
sue your own political agenda under
your own name. Lecs work to keep (or
recaprure) our democracy. We hope to
see you soon and often!

— Janc and Mary

Who doesn't love pacades! The I.eaguc
again had an encry in the Lake Forest
Day parade in August. Although unfore-
seen  circumstances  prevented  using
Stephanic Victor's spiffy blue XIKE Cor-

tte, she provided another vehicle dec-

aced for the occasion. Liz Bradner and
Cindy Morehead joined her in cnthusi-
astically waving flags and enjoying the
beautiful day. They not only had a good
time buc also did a great job in promot-

ing democracy in a visible and pleasant
fashion.

ALE?P

want YOU in the
MembershipDirectory!
Mail your dues ot use -
PayPal on our websice NOW!
‘Nuff said? Thanks!


tube.com/watch?v=H8hE3b-djW0
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Gun Laws Affecting You?

The interest in gun legislation has not
gone away, especially in light of new
mass shootings. And the rccent arrest
of a man ca sying a concealed gon at
che BMW Championship at Conway
Faems reminded Lake Foresters that we
are not completely sheltered.

The leaguc sponsored a successful
public progzam on Wednesday, October
16, at the Gorcon Community Center in
Lake Forest. The topic was "Gun Laws
Affecting You?* and featured a panel of
speakers comprised of Scott Drury,
State Representative, 58th Distict; Karl

Dep. Chief Walidorf, Rep. Drury, Ms. Chen

Walldorf,  Lake  Porest
Deputy Chicf of Police: and
Nicole Chen, a volunteer
from Moms Demand Action
for Gun Sense.

a

Recent legislation  cegarding
puns was discussed with
imphasis on the new con-
enled cacry laws. Other top-
ics included assault weapons,
universal backpeound chocks,
etc.  Questions included
where esactly do  things
sund in Lake Forest and
Lake BIuff> Are businesses
comfoctable with the new
taws? Do residents feel chey and their
children are safe? What are the

ments for teatning and permits?

allowed whete? Arc thete shorscomings,
and is more legislation needed? What
are the mmifications of the new laws
and the loss of our local control?

The League of Women Voters has spent
decades lobbying ac the fedenal, state,
and local level for sensible gun legisla-
ton. Specifically, the League has urged
adoption of legishdon that will close
gun show loopholes, increase penaltics

for straw purchases of guns, ban assault
weapons, plice limits on high capacity
ammunition magazine size, and  fund
research and coporting on gun violence
in America, We believe thar cubing gun
wiolence is a critical magter of public
safery, public health, and public confid-
ence. The struggle is not over.

Go 1o our website wivw.hvy-Iflb.org o
warch the program. Ot carch it «
LTV channel 17 and 19, ot watch it on
You'Tube.

What, exactly, IS a “well regulated’ militio?

League Wins Coastal Grant

The Lengucs of Women Voters of
Illinois (LWVIL) and Lake Michigan
(LMLYYV) were officially recognized as
the recipient of a gant from che Ilinois
Constal Grants Progam by Illinois

Funded Projects

© haunic vaswa Soaces Ouresch a Coasta Commanien
Cosstal Ambassadors Program

Govetnot Pat Quinn at a

press event on Saturday,
October 12th at Chica-
20’s Shedd Aquarium.

The Lesgae pro-

ject, “Stormwater:
From the Ground
Up”  was  an-

nounced as one of

sl Rasarv Regonal At 12 funded projects \
A Cabmet a Wy Back Yard under this  first- N
Greal ever imitiatve ad-
sanag inistered nationally by the Na-
@ sormetr From e ot tdoml  Oceanic * Aunosphric
A - 1 i 5 and locf\fl.ly I\l;y Lhcl
D > Il.mms epartment ol arucal
’ Thek Bayand he Bnks: Educanon and Qusach s P

@ ikam Taman Marinaa Education Progam
A Youln Quidoas Ambansadars

l’rcgmm is supporting local envis-
onmental education projects along

Ap—

\ Aoy
avine
MeComick
N\ ovine

| Mighland Park

Sugnirner 2018
JJJmoJ:
Cozlziz

_JfEJfJ'EE)

Ilinois’s  63-mile
Michigan shoteline.

Rosewood Park

of

Our sister League, LWV-Lake County
will be participating in the progeam fun-
ded by the granc. 1f you would like to
leaen more about this project, please
email contact@lwv-lfib.org.
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Voter Registration at Newcomer's Club

EAGUE LINES

REGISTER

-

TO VOTE

HERE

Newcomers® Club of Lake Bluff and
Lake Forest again invited the Leaguc to

LWVIL 55th BIENNIUM

register vorers at its annual opening
luncheon in September. Liz Bradner and

REPORT: 2011-2013

2 OConnor cajoyed a productive
couple of hours a the Exmoor County
Club as they registered some new voters
and answered many quescions.

“This may have been our last opportunity
for coordination with Newcomers and
other local instirutions. Wit imple-
meneation of the new law in January al-
lowing onlin voter registeation, there
will be limited demand for dapuey regis-
tears from LWV-LE/LB. But as long as
people register and vote, we will be sar-
isficd.

Stand up for ...

e ¥/ your community
Vyour health care
¥ your job

VOTEAMars

Delggates 1o the 2011 LWL Convention
reaffirmed our commitment to strengthenting the
dentotratic process by educating mewbers and
the public ou issues, proweting civic participa-
tion, and enconragimg public policy ontcomes
consistent with it positions on issues.

i 2011, these delegares adopted a program
thot included @ study of the Wiois Peusion
Systens and the following sis Action Foci: Fis-
cal Policy and Tax: Reform, Campaign Fin-
ance Reform, Redisricting Reform, Immigra-
tion, Climate  Change  and ~ Large-Scale
Livestock Facilities.

The above words constitute the pre-
amble to a comprehensive (and fascinat-
ing) report on the LWVIL websie
(wwwwvil.org) which cvaluates pro-
gress made by the State League and the
LWVIL Educacion Fund.

It begins with a statement of issues re-
lating to the pension system and a de-
scribes how they were tesearched and
debated. No position has been taken;

the League remains neutral with respect
to the vacious methods of resolving the
problem.

“The report nest desceibes the action fo-
cus on fiscal policy and tax rcform. Fol-
lowing an analysis of current and
projected needs, it concludes that a con-
stitutional ammendment introducing the
graduated income wx (GRIT) would
provide a workable solucon. (An article
on GRIT issues and benefits can be
found on the nexe page of this newslet-
ter)

Campaign Finance and Election Reform
were hot topics in 2011 and haven't
cooled down. The League has made a
strong effort to educate the public about
the issues. A related issue is thar of re~
districting, The 2010 Faic Map Amend-
ment citizen initiative was incffective as
demonstrated by the 2012 clection res-
ules. ‘The League continues o work with
vatious groups 1o insure that fair dis-
tricting maps ace drawn.

Immigration reform was the focus of a
study concluded in 2007. The report re-
afficms the postion taken at thar timc.

zaely, the League supported success-
ful legislacion to provide thosc undocu-
menecd with temporary drivers licenses.
The path to citzenship is currendy ar-
duous. The League is awaiting Fedeeal
action.

Climate change is a very beoad issuc, in-
cluding aic quality and energy produc-
don and consumption, water quality and
supply equity, and lacge-scale livestock
facilicies. Such an obviously broad issue
requires much input and discussion, and
occasionaly courage in the face of op-
position.

This brief introduction hardly does the
report justice, The tepore is 22 pages
long and full of interesting detail about
many issues not ceported here which are
of current interest. It should be required
reading tor all L.eague members!
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GRIT!

Illinois Needs a Fair and Graduated Income Tax

ACT: Hllinois has an unfair, inefficient and inadeg. == income tax:

HED o petling rud of
o flok unoswe tax
Sysiony and oneclng
o graduatnd, ks
inoommd Tz,

Tl s

Sun B CCATE. ENERGIZE we MOBILIZE: For
S S e oz ED gvﬁﬁw CEZE A
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LWVUS Highlights

LWVUS is 5o busy that it is hard tof
keep up. The work this year is focused
on four importnc topi g
and  Engaging  Voters,
Money in Politics, Defending the En-
vironment, and Gun Safety. You may
realize that most of those subjects ace
the same ones that concern us locally.

1) The League teamed up with hun-
dreds of organizations all across the
county on Sept. 24 1o hold the sccond
National Voter Regisuation Day. The
event was very successfid wich over
24,000 registered new voters in onc day:
In addition, LWVL'S continues t lobby
for the restoration of die Vodng Rights

TAKE ACTICON

and ensure our electi
accessible for

Urge Congress to restore the Voting Rights Act
ions are free, fair and

ion

all citizens.

2) The League is watching closely the
McCutcheon v. Federal Electon Boned
case before the Supreme Court con-
cerning money in politics and the pos-
sibility of corruption. LWVUS joined
AARP, Common Cause, Progressives
United and others in filing an amicus
bricf with Trevoe Potcer as the Counsel
of Record.

Eighty-Five Years and Counting

3) The Adminisuadon’s stong
againsc climate change is fully ende

by the League, LWVUS pledged their
support along with the League of Con-
scrvation Voters, Natural Resoucces
Defense Council, the Siera Club and
others in favor of the EPAs proposal to
limit carbon pollution from new powet
plants. The League will be testifying ac

Welcome New Members!

an EPA hearing in November,

4) Gun legislation is on the minds of
many concerned curuzens. LAWYUS|
sent letcer to the US Hlouse in suppor]
of common sensc gun legislaton. Our
Lobby Corps also discusses che subject
when dhey meet individually with legis-
Intors.

Reminder: copies of Eighty-Five Years
and Counting by fane Pactridge are
available for $3.00. Jane researched and
wrote this 24 page booklee. n it she de-
scribes with 2 humorous touch the his-
tory of the Lengues of Women Votets
of Lake Forest and Lake BlufE.

She ties in League nctivities with the na-
donal background. It makes for great
reading and will bring a smile to your
face as you reminisce. Please call Mary
ar 847-295-1494 if you would like a
copy.

Tn hopes of preserving additional his-
torical material, we are collating and
archiving our League papers. Were you
on the LWV Board at some point and
have boxes of old documents that you
don't want anymore? We would  be
happy to take them off your hands!
Call Jane (847-234-1247) ot Mary, and

thanks for your donation!

Caryne Ry
AN LN

It seems fitting that we should use this
space to welcome new members. The
dile of Jane’s booklee points out thas
our League not only has history, but also
looks o the future, That's why new
members arc so imporeant and so very
much appreciated.

And so we say with deep sincerity,
welcome t0 new members: Carol
Gayle, Beth Martin, and Sophie
Twiched
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LWVIL Highlights http://www.lwvil.org

x is more cquitable. Wit the Center
for Tas and Budget Accountability
INOVILL is spearheading the cffort for a
Constirutional Amendment on the 2014
ballor. Page 5 of chis newslerrer has
more information about this imporiant

The sccond issuc is redistricting, Feder-
al, state, and county districts were ger-
eymandered by both parties in lilinois.
“This works for the parey in power but
inst the best inccrest of the voter.
WVIL has signed on with the “Yes
Tor Independent Maps” coabition in an
cffort o phce the Independent Redis-
cricting Amendment on the November
2014 balloc. Both thesc efforts are very
important and are going o requirc a lot
From top left to bottom right: Bonnie Cox, Mary Cay Muswy Mwws Muwww. of work. If you are interested, please
Kathi Graffam, Sharon Alter, Gigi Moore, Roberta Borrinm Wemy {mes  call the seate office: 312.939.5035,
Mary Kubasak, Erin Roeper, Irene Pritzker. Not picturec Wy

Klonowski, Ann Yoshida

As many of you know, LWVIL held its
bicanial convention in Junc. The new
boned is sct 1o work.

One of their first accomplishmeats was
a wonderful Sace of the State Lunch-
con at the Union League Club. A num-
ber of LWV-LELB members atiended
and ceported that the speakers were ex-
cellent. ‘The pancl of four women in
government (Senate Republican Leader
Christine Radogno, Asorncy General
Lisa Madigan, Licutenant Governor
Sheila Simon, and State Representative
Patticia Bellock along with the moder-
aor Mary Schmich from the Chicago
Titbune) helped celebrate the 100th an-
niversary of women votiag in 1linois.

LWVIL is working on cwo issucs for
placement on the 2014 ballot and is re-
questing help from local leagucs. The
first is the Graduated Rate Income Tas,
‘The League has long felt a graduated

Do yow readly “like” us?

Facebook - please be sure to “like” us!

https:/ /www.facebook.com/LeagueQf\WomenVotersLakeForestLakeBluff

If you already have “liked” us, ARE YOU SERING OUR POSTS IN YOUR NEWS FEED? Facebook limits how
many posts you see from the pages you like. Add us to your interest lists so our posts will show up more often in
your newsfeed. Thanks!

T e N N = Teyr—
e Vet S, b Bag Pum na B ® e Bewew ot histe vy
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League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

P.O. Box 645

Lake Forest, IL 60045 www.LWV-LFLB.org

... check it often!
AU

Find us on

Facebook

Calendar

Saturday, Sept. 28, 4-6 PM.

League of Women Voters of the
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area
Board of Directors

Culture and Politics Reception
annual kick-off event

Wednesday, Oct. 16, 7 PM.
“Gun Laws Affecting You2”
Gorton Communiry Center, Lake Forest

Thursday, Nov. 7, 7 PM.
“Obarnacare, Just the Facts - Part Two”
First Presbyterian Church, Lake Forest

Friday, Dec. 6, 10:45 A.M.
Holiday Luncheon at The Grille on Laurel

“The League of Women Voters of the United States supports equal rights for all
ander state and federal law: The LWVUS suppotts legislation to equalize e legal
dghts, obligations, and benefits available to same-gender couples with those
available to hereroseunl couples. LWYUS supports legishtion ro pecit same-
geader couples to marry undee civil law: The Leaguc believes tha the civil starus
of martiage is alxendy clearly distinguished from the religious instirution of
marriage and that religious rights will be presecved.”

OFFICERS
Jane Partridge
Mary Mathews
Liz Bradner
Steve Potsic
Cindy Morehead

DIRECTORS

Happie Datt

Linda Bartmes
Stephanie Victor
Kathleen Conlon-Wasik
Lori Reszutek

Ann Grant

OFF-BOARD POSITIONS

Carol Russ

Nicki Snoblin
Diane Sanderson
Stan Sanderson

Co-President
Co-President

V.P. Voter Service
Treasurer
Secretary

Program

Hospitality

Voter Registration
LWV-L.C Board Liason
Communications
Director-at-Large

E-Alerts

Webmaster
Newsletter
Newsletter
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Spring has arrived,
Loudly sung, cuckoo!
The seed is growing
The meadow blooming,

Sing, cuckop!

1

3

wood now coming to Leaf,
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Le?gue of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

A Message

from the Co-Presidents

Dear Friends,

Our job s to work, to educate, and to advoc-
ate for good public policy for all—a commit-
ment we must keep!

2013-2014 has been a full and challenging
year. We restified at two public hearings be-
fore the Lake Forest City Council last July in
support of keeping the ban on assault
weapons and large magezines. Many others
from the community-at-large suppotted us
and spoke in response to our alers.

We met with our newly elected state and local
leaders and held candidate debates. At 2 pub-
lic meeting, a panel consisting of local Deputy
Police Chief Karl Walldorf, State Representat-
ive Scott Drury, and Nicole Chen from Morms
Demand Action for Gun Sense discussed
gun—related issues,

Other public progeams followed: "Obama-
care, Just the Facts, Part Two,” "Food, Farms,
and the Feds," and "Money in Politics: Why it
Matters" Coming soon is a program on
stormwater. Trude Roselle hosted our
Valentine's Tea/LWV Bisthday Party which
included program planning for mext year's
education and advocacy.

e ooy
Jane, Mary and Liz testifying befare the Lake Forest City Counci

We have benefited by parinesing with other]
organizations whose philosophy and purpose]
on specific issues maiches that of the LWV,
such as Elawa Facm, Lake Forest Open Lands,
Lake Forest College, First Presbyterian|
Church, and AAUW.

Mary and [ appreciate the efforts of many of|
you who have helped make our year active]
2nd, we hope, engaging The moze we all con-|
tribute makes possible our tasks o educate]
and engage the public, and to advocate for out
positions. We have big challenges ahead, but
we have increased membership and have be-
gun 1o build our local League into one of thel
more active ones on the North Shore. Paich)
Gazgebo News, the Lake Forester, and the Trib)
Local have helped us publicize. Now, onward!

Our history dating back to 1926, when Alice
Hison was national treasucer, will be contin-
ued, updated, and kept at the Lake
Forest-Lake Bluff Historical Society in book-
let form (slong with our stored files.)

Out annual meeting and light supper will be a
Kitty Cole's home on June 12. We hope to see|
each of you there, Thank you again to each of|
you for your individual efforts.
Jane Partridge and Mary Matbens

Co-Presidents

# % **SAVE THE DATE—ANNUAL MEETING
Thurs. June 12, at Kitty Cole's home!
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Program Planning/ "Grassroots and Goodies, Again”

You don't want to spoil a winning com-
bination. So, for the third year, we co-
ordinated our  Program  Planning
meeting with the Leaguc's  birth
day/Valentine's Day.

Mising business with pleasure, members
celebrated the League's birchday with an
excellent selection of goodics, while also

Diane serving goodies
tackling the important question of what

issues  our gmsstoots
should focus on next year.

organization

Trude Roselle warmly welcomed every-
one into her home. On this one day
(Feb. 13) of a very long winter, Trude
made sure we forgot the cold and snow
outside.

The "Program Planning" process is un-
dertaken by every League chapter at loc-

al, stace, county, and national levels, It
develops over a number of months
from start (o finish.

It typically begins in January or February
with members reviewing cucrent posi-
tions, discussing arcas for possible
study—to lead to a position, and con-
cluding in My or June with a vote by
members (o adopt a Program and pos-
sible action.

Our meeting was very successful. First,
we discussed national posiions and
agreed all should be rewincd. We did
oot recommend any new studics.

Over the last few years, our League has
participated in theee national studies
“Role: of Federal Government in Public
Education,” "Privatization,” and the
“Agticulture Srudy Update We also
participated in the LWVIL Pension
Study.

Our League's recommendations were
submitted to LWVUS. This year at the
LWVUS convention in Dallas, our del-
egates will vote on the nationa! Leaguc's
"Program" for the nest two years.

After discussing the national positions,
we moved on to oue own positions. We
decided to keep all our positions. There
were 00 suggestions for a local srudy.

Program Planning provides an excellent

opportunity for members © Yeatn about
the League, and there were many ques-
tons. This past year, we had chosen to
cover a wide range of topics for action,
With so many issues, offorts can be di-
luted.

While there are many intercsting and
worthy subjects needing more public
awareness, we discussed trying to focus
our attention on a few and possibly
making a bigger impact.

Qur recommendations for action were
submitted to the Board for a final re-
commended "Program.” ‘I'hc Board will
present a ‘proposed program’ at the an-
nual meeting.

A big THANKS to Trude for openiag
ber home for
a full after-
noon. And a
big thanks to
all who -at-
tended.

Please be sure
to arttend the
Annual

Meeting  and

Trudie
.

friend

Y5t wSAVE THE DATE—ANNUAL MEETING + 7
Thurs, June 12, at Kitty Cole's home!

Welcome New Members!

its

founding in

1920 to the

present, it is

our new mem-

bees who keep

us heslthy and

growing. You

Carrie Chapman ™ JO'0ing an

Catt, LWV Founder ©ganization

with deep roots! The League website
MWW otg tells the story.

We are happy to welcome new mem-
bers Terry Desmond from |
Forest, Natalia Price from .
Forest, Madonna Lechner
Grayslake, Judy Armstrong
Round Lake Beach, and Carole Shook
from Round Lake.

Please add your 70"

D @ ﬁ?

and help us k|

continue  to

make a differ N

ence. We value —f

your contribu- 71

tions! LR
Eleanor Roosevelt,

served as LWV V.P.
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Report of the Agriculture Study by Happie Datt

A small sub-committee headed by Hap-
pic Daur summarized extensive back-
emailed a

packet o League members a week be-

ground information and
fore the consensus mecting on Monday,
April 7th, The packet summarized carly
legistation, the differenc agencies in-
volved and the resulting farm practices
and policics, including misuse of funds
for each of the five broad areas of the

consensus.
Members received a copy of the
LWVUS current  Agriculture  Policy

from the LWVUS Impact on Issues, as
well as the consensus questions. Also in-
cluded were Appendix 1—reprints from
the Washington Post's one yeat long in-
vestigative scries on agriculture policy
misuse, "Food Labeling for Dummies"
by animalwelfateapproved.org and the
FDA’s Food Ingredients two page sum-
mary. Ann Grant was pleased with the
information and said, " Great job sum-

ming up a very complicated subject.”

Jean Brown, Ann Grant, Barbara Monsor, Carol Gayle, Marilyn Shineflug,
Anne Sorensen, Pauline Mohr, and Linda Bartmes discussing a consensus
question at Happie's house. Many others not shown in this picture.

Sixteen members with very different
backgrounds  gathered  at  Happic's
house. New member David Mueller, an
attorney with expedcnce on environ-
mental issues, provided in-depth explan-
ations for some of the questions. Jean
Brown and Anne Sorensen articulated
personal expetiences with  farming.
Everyone joined the discussion as we
moved  through  the

provided by LWVUS.

50 questons

There were a few questions that no

longer were pertinent. Overall, everyone
felt they had learned a Jot and the time
was well spent. Happie submitted to
LWVUS out consensus responses which
will be joined by others from all over the
country. We will Jearn the updated posi-
tion on ageiculture in a few months.

"Participating in this consensus paves
the way for making our voices heard on
many issucs involved in the production,
distribution, and consumption of food,"
roflected Happie, after a job well done.

So Long, Farewell, Auf Weidersehen, Goodbye Joan Kaltsas!

Joan Kaltsas
only

left

building' but
has left our
area. and
ber  bhushand

-

are moving to Arizona. We cannot
thank her enough for all she has done
for our League, LWV-Lake County, and
the many others where she moderated
For the hst three

years she has gone over our bylaws with

candidate debates.

a fine tooth comb, and helped bring

Food, Farms and the Feds

them up to the six page wonder that
they are. She moderated programs and
acted as parliamentarian at anoual meet-
ings. The Village of Lake Bluft is losing
one of its best volunteers. We all shall
miss her. Stay in touch, her email ad-
dress is in the directory!

"Food, Farms, and the Feds” was the
second program the League hosted on
agriculture issucs. The first program was
held on February 10, 2013. “Nutritious
or Malicious” covered livestock farming
and food allergies with panclists Bill
Kurds, WBBM-TV News Anchor and

livestock farmez, and Dr Ruchi Gupra,
Northwestern  Feinberg  School  of

Medicine food allergy specialist.

On April 2, 2014, at Elawa Farm, the
League hosted its second program,
“Food, Farms, and the Feds." Panelists

included Wes King, Executive Ditector
of Illinois Stewardship Alliance; Mike
Sands, Senior Associate at Liberty Prair-
ie Foundaton; and John des Rosiers,
noteworthy chef/owner of Inovasi Res-
wurant in Lake Bluff. Wes King

(continmed on page 4)
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Food, Farms and the Feds, continued

t

4

Wes King, Mike Sands, John des Rosters

provided an overview of the US Farm
Bill and how its policies speachend cur-
rent farming practices and growth of
agribusiness. Mike Sands explained how
the Farm Business Development Center
nurtures local specialty and  organic
farms in Hlinois. Chef John des Rosiers
shared bis philosophy regarding local
and sustainablc farming, and purchasing

quality foods for his restaurant.

)

ment considers strengthening the sus-

Sustainability i oble local food system as 4 priority.

and local foods 4o gt College has its own garden,

ﬁ were  populat 1\ ) B/ B member Anne Sorensen,
; subjects Ot dent of The Yellow Tractor Pro-

only with the

ject, helps create organic gaxdens for
that

- audience .
audh schools and communities all over the

2 night but also

country. Therc are a lot of options
with our local

available—tey onel

governments.
Reasons  are  pot programs can be viewed on our
many includ-  website wwwhyv-lflborg,

ing  cconom-

cvionmen, =% 44 11 SERE ==
health, and food | % % ¥ 41 .
quality.  Lake

Bluff and Lake
Forest have pro-
their
Fatmers' Matkets

moted

for years. Lake

Audience crowded the barn at Elawa Farm

# % %SAVE THE DATE—ANNUAL MEETING /v
Thurs. June 12, at Kitty Cole's home!

Stormwater: From the Ground Up

0o

Watch for information about our last
program of the year, "Stormwater:
From the Ground Up". We will be
working with LWVIL and LWV-Lake
Michigan Region to present this pro-
gram which will include their general in-

Everybody Loves a Parade!

But, not everyone has such a golden op-
portunity to be in one! Here's a chance
to live out your dream of marching to a
different drummer down main street,
have great fun, AND promote your
League all at the same time!

formation along with our local
specifics and speakers. As the spring
rains fall, with yards and houses flood-

ing, this will be a timely presentation.

Be sure to attend.
Stormwater...where does it go,
and who drinks it?

Liz is looking for volunteers to pacticip-
ate in the following parades:

July 4 in Lake Bluff

August 6 in Lake Forest

Please call Liz at 847-234-1612 if you
can help!
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cs: Why It Matters by Judy Grisamore

On 4 cold and miny night, (March 27)
about 50 interested and concerned cit-
izens opted to venture out from theix
cozy firesides o attend n informative
and important presentation "Money in
Dolitics: Why It Matters.” Susan Garrett,
our former State Senator, and Kathy

Ryg, former State Representative,
planned the program. While both are
familiar with having to raise moncy for
campaigns, both now combat the rami-
fications of money in politics.

The Committee for Economic Devel-
opment (CED) from Washington DC,,

co-sponsored the progmm. CED is a
non-profit, non-partisan, business-led
public policy organization that delivers
well-reseazched  analysis  about  the
country's most critical issues. They have
a long history of working on political

corruption.

While the
media
over-filled
with  dis-
cussions
about  al-

leged  mis-

Cindi Canary, David Morrison, Mike Petro, and Amy Loprest Ccandidates’

campaign
finances, or concern some candidate's
using donated monics for personal use,
other candidates can barely afford the
fmost minimal minutes for a television
announcement. As the song says, "It's a

puzzlement.”

Yes, For Independent Maps

Cindi Canary, former Exceutive Direct-
or of LWV Illinois, acted as moderator
for the discussion. Theee presenters
spoke about the possible ways to ap-
proach the dilemma of what seems to
be more 2 need for finances rather than
government ceform. The three parti-
cipants included David Morzison, policy
advisor for poliical reform; Amy
Loprest, Exccutive Director for New
York City Campaign Finance Board;
and Mike Petro, Exccutive Vice Presid-
ent for the Committee for Economic

Development.

A lively Q & A followed the presenta-
tion that easily could have lasted for an
hour had the presenters not had to
move on. I, for one, felt the informa-
tion was well worth the journey into the
dark night. Money and politics are too
close a cclationship and need constant

scrutiny.

Over the years, you probably have heard
many complaints about the redistricting
process. The current redistrcting prac-
tice in Illinois is closed, secretive, partis-
an, and protects incumbents. Changing
it has been a priority issue for the
League for many years

The League of Women Voters of
Ilinois is supporting the nonpartisan
grasszoots campaign Yes for Indspendent
Maps to place the Ilinois Independent Re-
districting Amendment on the November
2014 General Election ballot. In order
to have the amendment put on the bal-
Jot, over 300,000 signatures on petitions
had to be gathered.

A number of LWV-LF/LB members
had been successful in asking friends
and family to sign. But things really
took off when the City of Lake Forest

prssed a resolution in February encour-
aging tesidents 1o become educated
about the issuc.

After our Leaguc's name was referenced
in the City's press release, we received
numerous calls and emais requesting to
either sign the petiion or to join in
passing petitions. Pauline
Mohr and Liz Bradner
answered many of the re-
quests in their areas

Paticia Simmons, Jr.

Commander at American
Legion McKinlock Post
264 in Lake Forest, con-
macted Mary  Mathews
about speaking at one of
their meetings. At menﬂ.

March, Mary and Paula Lawson,
LWVIL issue specialist, addeessed a
very warm and welcoming crowd. The
response has been very positive.

As we go to press, Yes for Independent
Maps leaders announced that enough
signatures were collected.
Volunteers ace in the pro-
loading 2
semitrailer to deliver the
petions to  Springfield.
They do expect lawsuits
objecting to some aspect
of the peations; so, the
amendment is not yet
guatanteed to be on the
ballot. We vote Yes for

cess  of

monthly dinner mecting Paufa Lawson, LWVIL independent maps!




LEAGUE LINES

Graduated Rate Income Tax by Kathy Clay

On January 28th, with a temperat-
ute reading of minus 8 on my car |
dashboard, 1 headed to Lake
Forest for a presentation on cf-
forts (o place a geaduated rate in-
come tax referendum on the
November ballot, This is a priority
issuc for the state League.

The presenters were Jane Ballen-
gee from LXVV-Glenview and Janet
Kitdaus from LWV-Evanston. They
made an excelient case for why Illinois
income taxes ate UNFAIR, INFLEX-
IBLE, AND INADEQUATE, and why
a graduated mate income tax would be-
nefit the economy, families, and educa-
don. There was much discussion on
how to achieve the goal and meet vari-
ous deadlines.

Both houses of the Illinois General As-

Janet Kittla

the proposed Fair Tax
sembly must pass a bill by May 4, 2014
calling for n referendum to be placed on
the Nov. 4, 2014 General Election.

With that in mind, we went to our cars,
noted that the temperature had risen to
zero and with renewed enthusiasm and

“true grit” went forward to spread the

Leaguers Interview Legislators by Liz Bradner

A

us and Jane Ballengee explain

PS. In March, Dianc Sanderson
| and Tom Meskel had a very suc-
cessful meeting with their sate
representative, Sam Yingling. Rep.
. 2 Yingling agreed to support a "Fair
Tax" and will encourage other loc-

al state legislators.

Mary Mathews called both State
Senator Julie Morrison and State
Representative Scott Drury. Rep. Drury
has had meetings with a number of
supporters of a Fair Tax and with Mary
Mathews. Drury expressed legitimate
the proposed tax
schedule, overall Ilinois fiscal policy,
unpaid bills, and public trust. He has

concerns  about

not said how he will vote.

We thought our TegisTators should tel us
their positions on several key LWVIL
issues, especially with the election com-
ing in November. So, on March 21 we
met with State Representative Scott
Drury and on Mazch 24 with State Sen-
ator Julic Morsison, and for reinforce-

ments and to save the legislators™ time,

cott Drury  Julie Morrison

e brought along Leaguers from Migh-
tand Park, Deerficld, and Glencoe. The
hour was hardly enough to cover edu-
funding,
justice, reproductive rights, etc. There

cation fracking, criminal
was no time for Trish blarney, and you

can read the summary on our website.

%% %*SAVE THE DATE—ANNUAL MEETING v v v
Thurs. June 12, at Kitty Cole's home!

Comprehensive Plan and Northwestern Lake Faorest Hospital

One of our local League

positions  supports  the h
City of Lake Forests + b e
Comprehensive  Plan -

When  Northwestern

Lake Forest Hospital de-
cided to redevelop its property with a

Sue Hood

new hospital, League members
followed the progress and wrote
the Plan Commission and City
Council about the Comprehens-
ive Plan's provisions. There were
a aumber of problems initially,
but over time, were worked out. A ma-

jor concern was for permanently pre-
secved open space, especially in the
form of setbacks. The League is pleased
that neighbors will not have to worry
that future development may encroach
on their properties and that the natural
character of Lake Forest s preserved.

We wish to memorialize Sue Hood, who
passed away at home in April. She was a
valued member of the Lake Forest

Community and especially the League,

most recently for her contributions to
our gun control efforts. We will miss

her voice and input. We ate grateful to
her husband Lloyd for his willingness ©
continue to help us.

R
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LWVUS and LWVIL Updates

Being part of a national organization
gives us a wider perspective of various
issues and a larger canvas to work on.
While 25 members of # local chapter, we
are concerned about what may impact

e

-
The Leaue of Women Voters in the 1920s

us within our immediate communities,
we also lcarn and act on thosc issucs at
the stacc and nadonal levels. We come
together with other League members
and learn from them, share with them,
and celebeate victories with them (and
bemoan defeats). Offen, victorics seem
to take 100 long or are shore-lived. Such
is the world of non-profits and trying to

improve govesnment,

The League was botn from the fight for
voting rights and continues the fight
today. LWVUS is working with local and
state Leagues to overturn voter ID legis-
lation while trying to restore the Voting
Rights Act in Congress. The League also
has joined with other organizations to
encourage the Obama Administration to

m Oy

implement the National Voter Registra-
tion Act (NVRA) as pact of the Afford-
able Act, the Health
Exchanges are public assistance agen-
cies, under the NVRA, they must

provide voter registration

Care Since

opportunities.

LWVUS was disappointed
wich the McCutcheon vs.
Federal

.m‘ssion decision  which

Elections  Com-

will allow for more moncy

to be spent in elections.
The League had joined an
Amicus Brief with AARP,
| Common The
1! Campaign Legal Center,
and

Trevor

Cause,

others.
Potter

was the Counsel of Record.

The League continued its fo-
cus on defending the envir-
onment. Jessica Joncs, LWV
Grassroots Advocacy Man-
ager, attended a White House
meeting with environmental,
public health, and civil rights
Jeaders and discussed pro-
gress with the President's Cli-
Phn. The
League considers catbon pol-

mate  Action
lution a major source of cli-
mate change. LWVUS supports the
proposed carbon pollution regulation
for new power plants and sent over
31,000 comments from members. (SO,
YES, when LWVUS sends you an alert,

e
-

respond! It docs matter) When a new
proposed rule comes out in June for
regulations on existing power plants, the
Leaguc again will build support and col-
lect comments from members. Do your
[PALT; We are A grassroots organization,

LWVIL also was busy with advocacy.
Jane Pactridge, Mary Mathews, Liz
Bradner, and oy Guscott-Mueller at-
tended the anoual Issues Bricfig and
learned more about the topics LWVIL
is following, Workshops abour Gradu-
ated Rate Income Tax, Redistricting,
Fracking, Stormwater, and gun violence
were held. Over the kst few months,
LWVIL has emailed numerous "Time
For Action” alerts regarding the "Fair

Tax" (graduated rate income tax), frack-
ing, and the redistricting amendment.
LWVIL co-sponsored debates in the
primary and will do so again for the
general election in the fall

#% % *SAVE THE DATE—ANNUAL MEETING 7t
Thurs. June 12, at Kitty Cole's home!

(They say that repetition works, 50 no excuses!)
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mardiage and that religious ights will be preserved”
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Soom frost wpon the pumpkin
And kids who trick and treat,
Comes thew old cold Novenber-
Waol socks bo warm

while walking to the batlot box
To vote iy chosen sheet;

Now gone the din of robo-calls
Mow silence, Oh how sweet!

w\! .
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Many parents and geandparents are worried
about bow the Common Core standards will
change the curticulum in public schools. Wil
they stll teach to the high standards we ex-
pect? Will local schools father than the fed-
eral government still control curriculum
design? The answer given to both questions
was “Yes” and “Yes.”

Conmon Corc evolved from a 2007 meeting
of the National Governors Association and
an association of state school officials. It was
a responsc to problems with the “No Child
Left Behind Act” Adoption of the standards
is voluntary at the state and local level.

An audience of 48 heard Lauren Fagan, Dis-
trict 115 Assistant Superintendent of Cour-
riculum, Instruction and Technalogy; and Dr.
— - Kevin Rubenstein,
District 67 Direct-
or of Curriculum,
how the
standards are being
implemented i
reading and math.
Soon to follow will
be standards in so-
cial sctence, physic-
al science, etc. The

Carrie Chapman Catt Award

League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

Ms. Fagan, Dr. Rubenstein

[SAT  will be
% phased
’ _ testing  of the
s f | common
L- g snased in Skills
il be covered
mote in depth
. rather than more
skills more su-
perficially.

serious, we enjoyed wine and hors d'ocuvres
provided by Fresh Market and the Guscott-
Muellets. It was ¢
reconnect  with
members after the sum-
mer and meet prospectve
members. Thaoks to
Linda Bartmes and Wyn
Cain for coordinating it
all.

For more information: A
2011 study of Common Core can be found at
the LWV-US site, Iwv.org. The Southern
Poverty Law Center has an excellent 2014
study titled Pubtic Schools in the Crosshairs (Far-
Right Propaganda and the Conmion Core State
Standards) on their site, www.splcenter.org

Nominations arc invited for the Carrie Chap-
man Catt Local Leadership Award, to -
be given at the Foliday Luncheon. * .
Each year we honor a member for

her outstanding leadership and

significant action in promoting the |
Leagues mission. The nominec's |
efforts  should  benefit  Lake
Forest/Lake Bluff Area residents

by promoting awateness of public issues and
wider patticipation in the demo-
cratic process. The awaed is named
in bonor of the prominent suffra-
gist and national League founder.
Membets may submit noninations
to the Board by Nov: 1. Members
of the Board are not eligible to re-
ceive the award.
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Co-Presidents’ Letter

Dear League Members:

What a September we had! A candidate
debate, a program, a fall kick-off with a
program, three voter registration events,
and n board mecting, These were highs;
the low was the cancellation of our
Congressional debate because our con-
gressman was not available.

Now we are planaing our December 4th
Holiday Luncheon, It will feature Barcy
Bradford’s program on “Women Who
Have Run for President” What an ex-
perience that would be!

Well gather at The Grille on Laurel at
10:30 a.m. with the program beginaing
at 1100 and have lunch afterwacd.

Constitutional and Legislative Ballot Issues

“The November 4 ballot will ask voters
two constitutional questions which will

become law if voters approve them.

The first proposed amendment, “Right
to Vote,” would prohibit voter discrim-
ination and is aimed at preventing such
possibilities as requiring photo identific-
ation to vote. The Leaguc supports this
measure,

The second proposed amendment,
“Crime Victims> Bill of Rights”
would give crime victims several rights:
to be notificd of all court proceedings
involving their alleged offenders; to be
heard in court on any post-arraignment
release decision, plea or sentencing; to
have their safety considered in determ-
ining bail and release of a defendant;
and finally to testify on any request for
personal records of the defendant.

However, many believe the constitution
provides adequate protection as written

and that it is not clear how the proposed

amendment would affect due process.
The League has not taken a position on

this measure.

There are also three advisory questions
which would require legislative passage.
The League supports two and has not
taken a position on the third.

1. Minimum Wage— Proposes saising
the Jllinois minimum wage from $8.25
to $10.00 per houz. The current minim-
um provides an annual salary below the
Federal Poverty Level for a family of
three. The League supports this propos-

2. Women’s Health— Proposes requir-
which
provide prescription drug coverage to
cover prescription birth control. The

ing health insurance plans

League stongly supports this proposal,
believing in the right of women to make
reproductive health choices.

Tax for Educaton (aka the Mil-

Look for an invitation in the mail, ang
save the date because we hope for ,
large turnout-

Let's have a large voter tarnout on Noy,
4. Much is at stake in Lake Coungy,
Springfield and Washington.

—Liz and Wy

lionaire’s Tax)— An additional 3% wux
would be levied on individual incomes
over $1,000,000 with the proceeds ear-
marked for education. The Leaguc has
not taken a position on this proposal.

"The need to provide adequate funding
for education is recognized, but past ac-
tlons of the State Legislature do not in-
spire confidence that additional tax
income would be used for that purpose.
Also, the language specifying income
level and rate imposes limiting restric-
tions which could affect future needs.
The League strongly supports a gradu-

ated rate income tax as a solution.

The state League site, www.bwvilorg,
has voter guides together with position
statements and background informa-
tion. Another helpful site is Votedll,
which provides information based o 2
voters home addtess. This LWVUS site,
www.votedll.org, is an excellent ze-
source for providing answers to voting

questions.

Welcome New Members, Current Members Renew!

Welcome to our new members: Dave
Cain, Helen Potsic, Barbara Hetler,
Bonnie McNeill and Kira Alvarez. We
hope you will find our program and
mission worthwhile and worthy of your
energy and effort!

Our ability to organize programs and
debates, to interview legislators, register
voters, and respond to calls for action
from the state and national Leagues de-
pends on our members. There s
stength in numbers! New members,
including men (we now have six), are

always welcome and important to our
League. Since members are our best
receaitess, tell your friends and family
members how meaningful and enjoyable
League participation is. Your condnued
participation is important. Be sure ©
renew your membership now!
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When Women Succeed...

The Lake Connty News-Sun and the Lake
Forester recently printed the following
letter from Leaguc member Stephanic
Victor, It deserves reprinting!

Vote for equal pay

Over 85 years after gaining the right to
vote, women stll fce staggering wage
discrimination in the workplace, making
77 cents to every $1 a man makes for
the same work. In 1996, as one of only
two female engineers working for the
Midwest's largest engincering firm, 1
discovered I was making 15 percent less
than the guy next to me. He had a tech-
nical certificate from a community col-
lege, only did office retrofits, and never
wore a suit. I guess the rationale was, he
did have a family to feed while I had a

husband.

Pay equity is more important
than ever. Many of us live in
two, working-parent homes or
have daughters who do. At a
time when our families are being
squeezed and when every dollar
matters, why do women not de-
serve the same rights as men in
the workplace when we contrib-
ute to our houscholds just the

same?

In April, our own Sen. Mark Kirk voted
to block debate on the Paycheck Fair-
ness Act and House Republicans won't
even being it up for a vote. Bob Dold,
who is running for Congress in the 10th
District, voted seven times against wo-

men. While we may not yet have equality

September 28 Candidate Forum Report

tephanie

ictor with Nancy Pelosi
at a Fair Pay rally

at the workplace, we do have equality in
the ballot box and should be exercising
that right come November. I encourage
everyone to either vote by mail, carly
vote or come out on Elecdon Day.

When women succeed, America suc-

Stephanie A. Victor
Lake Foresc

‘The Candidate Forum Committee, com-
prised of representatives of the Leagues
of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff, Mighland
Park/Highwood, Deerfield and Glen-
coe, organized a Candidates’ Forum
held at Dickinson Hall in Lake Forest
on Sunday, September 28, 2014. Can-
didates for Lake County offices and the
58th Illinois House District participated.

An interested audience of approxim-
ately 100 attended the presentations of

candidates for State Represcnaative,
County Sheriff, County Clerk, County
Treasurer and Regional Superintendent
of Schools. Lali Watt, a member of the
Wilmette Lengue, moderated the forum
and asked questions submitted by the

audience.

Lake Forcst TV recorded the cvent for
future broadcast. Lake Forest Bank and
American Legion of Highland Pack co-
sponsored this event. Google “Lake

10th Congressional District Candidates

Forest TV” for broadcast times.

The Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Candidate
Forum Committee plans to schedule
similar forums prior to the Apsl 2015
Consolidated  Elections. These will
provide venues for local citizens to be-
come educated voters about candidates
seeking local public offices for contested
school board, municipal and pack dis-
trict offices.

“Tercy Desmond

Four local Leagues tried to provide 10th
District voters with a chance to meet

their congressional candidates in a
forum. We belicve that voters can make
more informed decisions when they are
given the opportunity to both see the
candidates in person and hear the
candidates as they respond to questions

from the audience.

Instead, Congressman Brad Schneider
and former Congressman Robert Dold
participated in a televised debate spon-
sored by the LWVIL and ABC7 (WLS).
It was taped on October 18 at the ABC7
studios for broadcast on October 19.

This is the matchup that four local
Leagues tricd unsuccessfully to hold at
Deerficld High School before 10th Dis-
tict voters. A few 10th District League
volunteers were invited to staff the de-
bate. Among those attending were Jo-
An Sabonjian, Diane Sanderson, Wyn
and Liz. (See picture on p. 7)
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LWVIL State of the State - 2014

The Role of the Media in 2Ist Century
American Democracy was the program
for the League of Women Voters of
Lllinois State of the State luncheon held
Tuesday, September 9, 2014, at the Uni-

on League Club of Chicago. Our
League members (Wyn Cain, Joy
Guscotr-Mueller, Cindy  Morehead,

Steve and Helen Potsic) joined other
League members and guests to sociatize
and participate in the panel discussion.

The panel discussion was modetated by
David Kohn, Executive Director of
Public Affaits at the Union League Club
of Chicago. The panelists were Randi
Belisomo, General Assignment Report-
er with WGN-TV; Kristen McQueary
with the Chicago Trbune Editorial
Board; and Amanda Vinicky, Statchouse

™

o
\

David Kohn, Randi Belisomo, Kristen McQueary, and Amanda Vinicky
Bureau Chief of WUIS Radio.

This  annual celebrates  the
League’s  accomplishments. Proceeds
from the luncheon support the Educa-
tion Fund and its mission of civic edu-

event

Stormwater From The Ground Up

cation and voter service. Qurc League
won a free ad in the event program be-
cause Mary turned in our annual report
on time.

“Wyn Cain

The final program on stormwater was
presented September 14th at the Joint
Action Water Agency (water plant) in
Lake Bluff It was funded by an Illinois
Dept. of Natural Resources grant to the
League of Women Voters of Illinois.
About 40 attendees heard Larry McCot-

LWVIL Actions

ter of Lake Bluff Open Lands Associ-
Sandy  Harg,
Management Commission; Bill Soucie
of JAWA; and Krista Grimm of the
League of Women Voters  They
covered what causes flooding and beach

ation; Stormwater

closure, and what gray and green infra-
structure are.  We heard about the
negative effects of pollution on wild-
life and water. We learned how rain
barrels collect water for later use on
lawns, how permeable pavement

channels water into the ground, and
how even commercial car washes use
less water than owner-washing because
wastewater is recycled.

Then we toured the water plant. It was
amazing how many treatment tanks
process the water before it is safe for
drinking, and how automated the pro-
cess is. All this for tap water we take for
granted! Thanks to Carol Russ for or-
ganizing this event.

OQur state partner opposes a school
voucher program which would give
public funds to private schools. State
League President Mary Kubasak's letter
to the Chicagy Tribune affirms the posi-
tion that “..public schools, while not
perfect, are the vehicles that best
provide the education that our children

need to become

ing citizens”

Other positions include opposition to
term limits, support for efforts to relieve
climate change, addressing stormwater
damage, protection of voting rights,
support for EPA hearings on carbon
pollution and the use of on-line vorer

The League is co-sponsoring candidate
debates for the 10th Congressional dis-
trict (ours), the 11th Congressionat dis-
trict, the governor and the US Senate.
Details of these events are posted on
the LWVIL website ( www.lwvil.org)-


http://www.lwvil.org
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LWV-Lake County Report

Lake county candidates appeared at an
October 8 candidate forum at the
Round Lake Beach Cultural and Civic
Center. It was sponsored by the League
of Women Voters of Lake County,

Questions to candidates were submitted
by members of the audience and collec-
ted by League membess, and read by
moderator Gilda Karu of Arlington
Heights. Mano a Mano had invited new
itizens who had taken classes at their
facility. They also provided Spanish lan-
guage translation sexvices, The forum
was broadeast live on WRILR and tele-
vised by Comcast
for rebroadeast at
various times be-
fore the election,

District in consideration of invitations
issued federal candidates for office. Un-
fortunately, since agreements were not
obtained from both candidates, Lake
County voters were unable to see and
ask questions of them in a “live” set-
ting.

-Diane Sandetson

Round Lake Area Library, Mano a The  moderator
Mano, WRLR 98.3 FM, and the Round W2 chosen from
Lake Area Exchange Club. N
Congressional

Money In Politics
The Hinois Cam- Political _ Science, Representative Lauren Beth Gash stated
prn for Polical sy 3 DePaul University.  that even legislators who favor public
Reform presented 2 #F 5 ‘The modetator was  financing of campaigns have to accept
program on cam- b Dick  Simpson, conttibutions from political leaders and
paign Ginance, and ‘ h ,f" Professor, U of 1, PAC’s until the system is changed since
Jean Brown, Liz and - Chicago. they need this money to win.
Wyn attended. Cam-
paign  Chairperson = Following the Su- Redistricting reform would help, but
Susan Garrest intro- - preme Court Cit-  citizen initiatives are not allowed under

Prof. Gaines, Mary Schaafsma

duced the panek: Don
Rose, political consultant; Brian Gaines,
Professor, U of I, Champaign; Mary
Schaafsma, Executive Director, LWV
Illinois; and Wayne Steger, Professor of

Voter Registration

United
decision, which allowed more money to

without disck

izens

the Tllinois Constitution and state legis-
lators are unwilling to pass a constitu-
tional

flow into camp

television ads have become a “monster”

according to the panel.  Former State

d The best hope
seems to be a grassroots campaign for 2
small donor matching system.

The luncheon on
September 18th at Conway Farms Golf
Club was a great place for League to re-

gister voters. Thanks to advance publi-

Newcomers” fall

city, one guest brought her documents
and enthusiastically signed up. Another
already-registered voter indicated in-

terest in joining League; so, we wete
glad to spread our message. September
23rd was National Voter Registration
Day, and Stephanie Victor and Kitty
Lansing registered commuters from 6-8
am. and 4-6 pm. at the West Lake
Forest train station (East Lake Forest’s

station was under renovation and un-
available). Now we need all registered
voters to vote! Stephanie’s Letter to the
Editor of the Lake Forester (sec page 3)
reminded us that we'll get equal pay for
women only if women vote for candid-
ates who suppott it.
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Oodles of Noodles!

Pad Thai, Pesto Cavatappi, Bangkok
Curry.. twenty-cight League members
and their guests cnjoyed them during
the first week of September at Noodles
& Company, a casual restaurant in Lake
Bluff offering international and Amer-

ican noodle dishes. Sandwiches and

salads were also available.

sold %10

coupons for an entrec and drink at the

Eleven Board members

new restaurant off Waukegan Road and

] 176, In addition,
B m online orders at
Noodles.com were
avallable. What a
great way to add
over a thousand
dollars  to  our

treasury!

The fundraiser will

LWV Lake Michigan Region Update

NOODLES

. ~ @COMPANY _
help pay for candidate forums, room
rentals and speakers for progeams open
to the public. Please try out Noodles &
Company and thank them for their
generous  donation  to  the  Lake
Forest/Lake Bluff League.

Thanks to the members who
tributed to our cause by putchasing

LWV Lake Michigan Region held its an-
nual business meeting October 3rd-Sth.
Gifted speakers discussed biome shifts
at Sleeping Bear Duncs, the health of
Lake Michigan’s fisheries, and the ef-

fects of recent weather trends on the

steps from Grand Traverse Bay, Field
tips to the Inland Seas Education Cen-
ter and paddling on the Boardman River
were real crowd-pleasers. LWVLMR's
Annual Meeting is always crisply bricf,

President Hank Saunders and Sccretary

coupons!
-Ann Granc

(Wisconsin, Michigan, Indiana
Illinois) that border
Lake Michigan teke

turns hosting the annu-
- al conference. Illinois
_ will organize and host

region. This years convocation was Cheryl Chapman graciously accepted | nextyear’s event.

held in downtown Traverse City, foot- new terms. The four US states - -Carol Russ
A It Weapons Press Rel

A federal court upheld Highland Park’s  zines does not violate the Second purpose of quickly acquiting multiple

ban on assault weapons and high capa-
city magazines, and we commented
publicly to the media:

“The League of Women Voters of Lake
Forest/Lake BIuff Area was gratified to
read that a US District Court found
Highland Pack’s ordinance banning as-
sault weapons and high capacity maga-

Amendment and can be enforced. The
League testified, along with many other
residents, before the Lake Forest City
Courcil in the summer of 2013 urging
such a ban here but was unsuccessful.
The Lake Bluff Village Boacd similarly
took no action. The League agrees with
the federal judge who found that such
weapons have ‘the decidedly offensive

targets and fising at those tagets’ We
believe assault weapons are for military
usc only and have no self-protection
purpose in Lake Forest or Lake Bluft.
State legislation now forbids enacting a
ban. The City Council and the Village
Board should have banned assaulc
weapons and high capacity magazines
while the window was open.”

PLEASE Renew your membership NOW
We want to see YOUR NAME in the directory!

Sorry for shouting, but it's really important!
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Technology Is Here To Help Us
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November Program TBA Jean Brown Co-V.P. Programs
Watch for announcement! Carol Gayle Co-V.P. Programs
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Thursday Dec. 4, The Grille on Laurel ’
Holiday Luncheon Joy Guscott-Mueller Secretary
DIRECTORS
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Women's History Month OFF-BOARD POSITIONS
“The League of Women Voters of the United States supports equal righ] gtam:‘ Russ | E-Alerts, LWV-LMR Liason
or all under sate and federal law. The LWVUS suppoes legslation to equal | (€ g"'eb}’l'm’ Voter Registration
fze the legal rights, obligations, and benefits available to same-geader couples| D:;ﬂ‘e s":n d:rson n’:x:}:;t:rm“

r lor

With those avallable to hererosexual couples. LWVUS supports legislation 1o
permit same-gender couples to marry under civil law. The League believes|
fhat the civil starus of marsiage is already clearly distinguished from the reli-
sious instirution of martiage and that rcbgious rghts will be presecved !

Stan Sanderson
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spring whew the world is wd-
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whistles far and wee

and eddicandbill come
renning from marbles and
piracies and it's
spring ...

ce cummings
(excerpt)
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League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

2015-2016

Program Planning

Fortified with cake, coffee and tea at Wyn
Cain's house on March 11, we set about plan-
ning our program for 2015-16. At the state
level, members wanted to study term limits,

e .
w |
Liz, Joy & Linda
believing too much power is concentrated in
the leadership in the Ilinois legislarure. The
state board Is- :

sues  Commit-
tee then wrote

to ask if mem-

bers in

League would e -
participate in or

chair a .

committee. . -

Are you inter- 3
ested?

David & Steve

Annual Meeting

We recommend,|
to the annual|
— meeting, plrnclp-
ation  in

Convention pro-
cess to amend the|
US constitution.
n At the local level,]
we want to drop!
the land use posi-
ton and update

Ann & Ann

servation
position.

should be
climate
change/
clean  ai,
gun  viol-

defense,
fiscal policy
and tax reform. We will be covering campai
finance teform with the LWVUS study.

Marilyn & Wyn

Can you believe the Leag
year is almost over? We'l we !
summing up and charting
year on June 16th at G
Moreheads, 14 Forest |
Road, Lake Bluff. Come at 5
PM. for a delicious catered
dinner. Then we need your -
input to adopt a local program

of study and action, adopt the
budger, elect officers, directors and
members of the Nominating Com-
mittee, and review the bylaws and
nonpartisan policy.

This organization depends on you
to guide it. See you there!




Co-Presidents’ Letter

Dear Leaguers,

1t been a busy last few months as you
will read in this newsletter. Liz and T
were happy to see so many of you at
our League events. We continue to be
impressed  with  the
participation that is shown at these
gatherings.

interest  and.

Many of you ask thoughtful questions
that show a ceal concern for the issues
presented. We  encourage  you to
continue to voice your opinions and
share with the board your interests.

The League of Women Voters of Lake
Forest/Lake Bluff Area makes 2
difference because of your willingness

Water: What Are We Drinking?

LEAGUE LIngg
PAGE 2

to learn about issues and share |

nonpactisan view.

We look forward to secing many of yoy
at our Annual Meeting Tuesday, June 16,

~WynCain and Liz Beadne;

Lengue of Women Voters of Lake
Forest/Lake Bluff Area presented an
aftetnoon program on Sunday, February

Betsy Warren & Carol Shook

22, 2015 at Hotchkiss Hall at Lake
Forest College. ~ Members of the
League, college students and community
members learned details about where we
get our water, how it is treated, prob-
lems that affect our water and what we
can do about it.

Beth Kosson, Educaton Director of
Ecomyths Alliance
whose mission is to in-
spize people to make eco-
friendly choices. gave the
presentation. Beth has &
double major in environ-
mental science and o
graphy | D
University.

The ptesentation
with learning about +5
our water comes from. OF particular in-

leth Kosson

terest was learning that our water which
is purchased from the Central Lake
County Joint Action Water Agency
(JAWA), which is a state-of-the-art treat-
ment agency. It treats
our water for more
compounds than are
required by the EPA.

Also of interest was
knowing the harm
caused by pesticides
and fertilizers that are
added to our lawns.
Water that comes from
the surface

ground collects pesti-
cides and fertlizers
that present problems
t0 us and plant and
animal life,

Fertilizers and pesticides are found in
80% of fish and 33% of the aquifers in
the ground. Safe solutions to replace
these fertlizers and pesticides follow:
make your own homegrown
pesticide solutions; use row
covers to control weeds; add
nitrogen o lawns by leaving
grass clippings and leaves; keep
grass three inches tall; buy
phosphorus-free fertilizer.

Another topic concerned levels
of mercury in water. Visual
presentations showed how im-

portant it is to have a low level
of mercury in Lake Michigan and other

" Beth Kosson & Wyn Cain

bodies of water. Small fish with dan-
gerously high mercury levels are then
consumed by larger fish. This results in
a process called bioaccurmulation. When
the lacger fish are con-
sumed by humans, the
high level of me
i problem S

Climate change also has
a direct effect on watez
The impact of sising
temperatures  of our
oceans and lakes is es-
pecially importanc.

Rising temperatures im-
pact aquatic ecosystems,
the water cycle, drought,
floods, and rising sea
levels. A 2012 study on
freshwater fisheries pro-
jected that cold-water habitat could
shrink by as much as 50% by the end of
this century because of rising temperat-

Finally, atmospheric pollution is ab-
sorbed by the lake water and affects its
chemistey and purity

This program can be viewed online by
using this link: “Water: Just What are we
Drinking?”

hetp:/ /youtu.be/W8D6s0moEek


http://youtu.be/W8D6s0moEek
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Legislative Interviews

"Very interesting” was the reaction of
Lengucrs to interviews of Senator Julie
Morrison on March 6 and Representac-
ive Scotr Drury on March 13. We met
them in their offices and posed ques-
tions from the state League to be ditec-
ted to all state scnators and legislators
by their League constituens.  We
teamed up with
the  Highland
Park/Highwood
and  Deerficld
Leagues.

Sen. Morrison
supports the mil-
lionaire's tax and a
sales tax on ser-
vices, but not on

Sen. Julie professional st~
Morrison vices, based on
feedback from her

constituents.

On school funding, Rep. Drury sces
strong support in his district for special

Fiscal Forum

education. He stressed that patent sup-
port determines school success as well
as per pupil spending Human services
is Sen. Morrison's biggest interest and
her goal is to keep funding from de-
creasing; increasing is unsealistic.

Crisminal justice is Rep. Drury's spe-
cialty, as a former prosecutor. He favors
weatmenc rather than incarceration of
mentally ill inruates, and he thinks both
parties and "big Phatma” agree. He
realizes that if 4 released inmate com-
mits a violent crime, it could defeat the
program.

Redistricting that does not favor political
parties would receive the support of
both legislators, but they see it as unreal-
istic. Both would vote for an independ-
ent comumission to draw the distacts.

Election laws: Sen. Morrison wants to
make it as easy and fast to vote as pos-
sible. Rep. Drury predicts that eventu-
ally peaple will vote from home.

Both suppott the Clean Power Plan for
Illinois and the moratorium on fracking.
Rep. Drury notes that because oit prices.
fell, no one is fracking in Illinois.

Both would vote for limiting an indi-
vidual's access to firearms when there
are indications that that petson is at risk
For violence. "

Moving Medicaid
patients into man-
aged care would
receive  support
from Sen. Morris-
on but Rep. Drury

is not yet con-

vinced.

Rep Scott

Drury

Moving lllinois to
a state health care exchange is not sup-
ported unless federal subsidies would be
provided because Llinois is broke.

Representative Scott Drury gave
an outstanding run-down of the
state's prospects  at  a
discussion on February 11 at the
First Presbyterian Church. Over
a hundred people heard him
answer questions from the League

fiscal

and attendees. Melanie Rumunel
ably moderated the event. The
LWVHP/HW — and LWV
Deetfield co-sponsored. Lake Forest
TV videotaped it for broadeast on cable.

State Convention

.
Rep. Drury, Melanie Rummel, Liz Bradner

Rep. Drury acknowledged that projected
revenue falls far short of expenses at

curtent Jevels. He did not favor
taxing reticement  income,  the
milionaire's tax, or a tax on all
services,  He voted against the
graduated income tax last year
| because the proposal was revenue
neutral, and therefore wouldn't have

.~ solved the fiscal problem.

BB ) O g S @
would determine the furure of
pension reform.  He  believes
spending on incarceration could be cut
if minor offenders wece not put in jail.

Liz and Wyn are looking forward to the
LWVIL  biennial  convention
Naperville June 57, to meet Lea
from all over dhe state and hear
they are doing: Jane Pactridge will also
attend.  State League Conventions

present a wonderful opportunity to
meet creative Leaguers from all over the
state who are eager to shae their ideas.
Let us know if you would like to go as
well. The expedence will be well worth
yout timel
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LWVIL Issues Briefing

The annual Issues Briefing was very en-
lightening for Wyn, Liz and Janc Part-

ridge.  Held by the LWVIL at the
University Center in Chicago, it was a
day of two plenaty sessions and a
choice of six workshops. The first
plenary on Fiscal Issues Confronting
Illinois repdsed our own Climbing Out
of Debt forum on Feb. 11. Ralph Mar-
tire, Executive Director of the Center
for Tax and Budget Accountability, gave
figures on the state's fiscal plight. He
pointed out that nine states wich the
highest graduated income tax grew their
economies more than those with no in-
come tax during the period 2000-2012.
Adjusted for infladon and population
growth, our state spends 28% less on
services than it did in FY2000. Finally,
the governor's budget for 2016 only re-
duces the annual deficit from $6.8 bil-
lion to $6.5 billion despite drastic cuts
in human services and higher education.
The League believes something must be
done to increase revenue.

At a workshop on Criminalization of
Mental Ilness, Dr. Ninekia Jones Tapia
of the Cook County Department of
Cotrections descabed the prevalence of
mental illness in inmates in Cook
County Jail. When drugs to stabilize
mental illness became available in the
1970's, and because state mental hospit-
als had become so problematic and
costly, mentally ill paticnts were released
to the streets. Unable to work, they
committed crimes of survival including
retail theft, destcuction of propetty, and
trespassing. Now there are 1.3 million
people incarcerated with mental illness.
At Cook County jail, they reccive 150-
300 new incagcerations each day and 20-

30% of them have mental tllness. They
release 20-30 inmates menmally ill per-
sons per day, most with no reentry
plans. We need better crisis interven-
ton for law enforcement, legislanon to
deal with treatment non-compliance,
and more community recatey planning,
such as housing and employment, or
these patients will soon be back in jal.

Effective advocacy was addressed by
State Representative Robin Gabel. She
stated that proposed bills, including the
actual language, often come from con-
stituents, as well as special interests, and

legislative  staff.  It's
worthwhile to promote
your ideas! I¢s import-

ant to get to know your
legislator and see what

you can do for them as 4
well as ask support for

them.  When you've | 3
scheduled a meeting with them,

pared with supporting materials and an-
swers to  counter-arguments.  Be
prepared to negotiate and comptomise
with departments, legislators, and the
Governot's office. Telephone calls are
quick and effecuve. Personal letters and
emails are most cffective. Media lhuts
should have a "hook" such as a story
about a citizen affected by your issue.
For Lettets to the Editor, put your most
important message in the first para-
graph.  Keep the letter to 100-400
words, Be assured that legistators want
to pass good bills. They ae influenced
by media.

Wyn attended the afternoon
workshop entitled, “How Human
Services Are Affected By State
Cutbacks” The state provides
buman  services through three
agencies: Department of Human
Services (DHS), Depactment of
Children and Family Services
(DCFS) and Department of
Apis Continuing to cut funds
to these agencies will lead to fu-
ture social and health problems
of the growing low-income pop-

ey adults

ulation in Chicago and the suburbs.
Also important is the impact of adverse
childhood experiences (ACE) that affect
generations.  Adverse childhood exper.

include abuse, neglect and house.
hold  dysfunction.  Some  social
consequences of ACES are juvenile de.
linquency, substance abuse, depression,
tcen pregnancy, suicide attempts, educa.
tional failure and violence.

Since funds have declined since 2005,
the safety net that provides vulnerable
persons with nceded services hs dic
minished.  In addition to children,
with  developmental
| disabilities, homebound sei.
| ors and individuals with sub-
lsmnce abuse and  mental

illness continue to loose ser-
vices because of additional
cutbacks.

The question is asked, What can be
done about curbing these cutbacks just
when the need becomes greater? Be-
coming educated about the needs facing
human seevices and then advocating for
federal, state and local support is a stact.
Helping to increase local charitable giv-
ing is also imporuant, especially in the
suburbs, since Chicago receives the bulk
of donated funds.

Other resources of help include: en-
couraging business to provide more
supports for low-wage workers; encour-
age grassroots support, and improve
philantheopic funding.

Lyn, Wyn, Jane
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Campaign Finance

donors expect legislative  races would also be 2 plus. I Tlinois
influence. Julic said no; passed a resolution to call for a U. S.
they didn't ask for quid constitutional convention to overmrn
She does believe  Citizens United, Sen. Mordison would
wows,  particulardly  vote forit.

state rcpresent-
atives, have to
spend an undue
amount of time
ing moncy
& the

election,
their terms are
two years.

Carol Gayle, Sen. Morrison, Jane Partridge  She thinks

100%  public
It was a back-and-forth discussion on financng  of
money in politics Apsil 8 with State Sen-  state elections would be fine.
ator Julic Morrison at Gorton Center. Disclosure  of  Super Pac
We questioned whether donations make ~ donations to state legislative Sen. Morrison, Terry Desmond

Women's History Month Panel

Women's  History Some cfforts require
Month sparked @ thick skin to resist op-
panel discussion by position. Al found that
elected  women

when campaigaing door-
to-door, they found al-
most all voters to be ap-
preciative and ceceptive.
On campaign finance,
they usually accepted
contsibutions only from
people they knew and
did nor feel pressure to
votc 2 cectain way, hut
they suspect this is aot
possible in statewide and
federal elections. All
find public service to be
Maggie  Weiss, a0 enciching, positve
former Mayor of . expetience. Who among
Highland Park. Al had waged success-  ies #nd then, as leaders, were asked to us wants to be next?

ful efforts to improve their communit-  cun for office.

tit*tt

e -
l)'l
LEPRPJH MEMUEhARIERE

from Highland Park
and Lake Forest:
Anne Bassi, West
Deetfield Township
Supervisor; Lauren
Beth Gash, former
58th District Rep-
resentative;

Knobel, Highland
Park City Council;
Susan Garrett,
former 29th Dis-
tict Senator; and
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Welcome New Members!

We are always happy to announce new
and returning Leaguers. Welcome to Pat
Brennan angd Char Kreuz, both of Lake
Forest Place, and Liz Platt of Lake
Bluff.

Char recently reqamed to the area and
rejoined the League. Pat and Liz are
both new League members. We hop,
get them involved quickly and and 1.
forward to their inpur and suggestion

Laurel-Western Redevelopment Update

- ) |
7 Lo R

Intercst  remains

. high in the devel-
l:’,’ opment of the
. ¥ former  Municipal
3 Services property.

The Planning

Commission ~ re-

viewed a slightly

altered plan  from

Focus  Develop-

ment on March 11,
to @ packed City
Councit chambers.

has 172 dwelling units, of
8 are rental. It has one four-

LWV-LC Update

story building 64 fect high topped by 2
pitched roof. It has one road, north
from Lautel with no access from it to
Franklin or Western. There are cn-
trances to underground parking from
Western.

Many neighbors support development
of the property but oppose the current
density, elevation, and taffic pattern.
Petitions were circulated and submitted
at the April 15 Planning Commission
meeting

will consider the

The Commission

height of the 4-story building, whether
the road should go through to Franklin,
and other proposals at its next meeting

on May 13.
“, as‘

(HH

Inn"

d

Two of our members won their
clections: Kathleen Condon Wasik for
the Grayslake Fligh School Board
District 127 and Tom Meskel for the
Grayslake Elementary School Board
Districe 46. Both were endorsed by the
Daily Herold.

ERA

“Equality of rights
under the law shall
not be denied

or abridged by the
United States or by any
State on account
of sex.”

Goodbye to Leaguers

We arc following any developments
regarding the Equal Rights Amendment
at the sate lovel. Representative Lou
Lang brings up a joint resolution yearly.
He has not introduced it yet this year as
he is trying to get 71 votes. He only has
about 50 right now because there arc
many ncw representatives.

We held two candidate debates, one in
Hainesville for village trustees and one
in Waukegan for school board. Both
were well-attended.  We had to cancel
the Grayslake debate as lead voter
service  chair  Diane  Sanderson
hospitalized. She is better now!

A oumber of members conducted
legistative interviews with lepislators in

Waukegan, Grayslake, and Round Lake,

LWVLC is part of the Clean Power

Lake County coaliion. CPLC held a
public program April 8 with Sen. Julie
Morrison at the Most Blessed Trinity
Academy. She discussed the Clean Jobs
legislation that can make Illinois a leader
in clean energy by boosting energy
cfficiency, rencwable enetgy, and a cap
and invest progmm. Also this will
create an cstimated 32,000 jobs per year
here in Tllinois  Issues specialists at
LWVIL are watching this bill and
probably will suppoxt it.

Our Anoual Mecting will be June 25, at
4 place to be determined. LWV-LE/LB
can send three voting delegates, in
addition to the members on the LWV-
LC board. We will vote on bylaws,
budget and nominations. We will not
vote on Program this year as that was
determined last year on our two-year
schedule.

We are sorry o repott the passing of
Mary Beartie and Phyllis Albrecht. They
had both given long and valuable

service to the League. Phyllis sceved as
our president from 1990-94 and was the
secipient of our first Carrie Chapman

Catt award in 2013. She had recendy
moved to Maryland. We offer our
sympathy to their families.

et
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Our Growing Threat From Guns in the 21st Century

“Every three hours a real bullet hits 2
teal child.”

*Teddy bears have more federal manu-
facturing regulations than real guns.”

These are just two of the unsettling
banner headlines on the Illinois Council
Againse Handgua Violence (ICHY)
website. We are pleased to announce an
upcoming program on the topic of gun-
related violence. Our presenters will be
Mr. Mark Walsh, Campaign Director for

the ICHYV, and Mx. Robert E. Spiel, who
retired from the FBI after 20 years spe-
cializing in art-related cases. Mr. Spiel
has since worked as an art-security con-
sultant.

The program is scheduled for Thursday,
May 21 at 7:00 PM, at the Church of
the Holy Spirit, 400 E. Wesuninster,

Please mark your calendars for this
timely and important program!

ILLINCIS

COLNCIL

=g HANDGU
(Rl

Lake Forest. Following the f
4 modetator will present written ques-
tions submitted from the audience.

Climate Change Comes Home

Among 23 popislans, high-income
countries, 80% of all firearm deaths
ocerirred in the United States

A recent Daily
Herald lewter to
the editor from a
Lake Bluff res-
ident about cli-
mate change has
generated  over
108 comments.
Considering the
LVW's strong and consistent positions
on this and related topics, a review of
the League's resources seems timely.

LWVorg has a very helpful collection
of articles, facts and suggestions for ac-
tion appropeiately called the "Toolkit for
Climate Action." You can find it by us-
ing the search window on the lwvorg
website. The basic premise follows.

*Global climate change is one of the
most serious threats facing our nation
and out planet today. Increasingly severe

ITWYV]

|

Help

consequences are projected for more
people and more regions of the world
unless we act now -- as individuals, as
communities, and as a nation. For its
part, the League is calling for prompt
action to cut this country's GHG emis-
sions, set limits on catbon pellution
from new and existing power plants, in-
vest in  clean energy economy, and help
the world's poorest countries tackle the
challenges of climate change."

The League has been actively secking to
protect the environment since the
1960s. It has worked tirelessly to pro-
mote enactment of
laws to ensure clean
air and water, and has
lobbied in favor of the

Environmental  Pro-
tection Agency's tegu-
latory powers,

The toolkit includes a
guide to its effective
use, beginning with
"Choosing a Role for
You League." Nextis a
list of “grassroots”

f WOMUN VOTERS

actions which can
. be easily done at the
T I local League level.
Part 1T provides a|
brief but compre-
hensive set of re-
sources, including|
scientific evidence,
causes and impacts of climate change.
The remaining parts provide sugges-
tions about involving the public both
individually and through promoting|
public policy

the Planet

Finally, the Resources section provides a
wealth of evidence-backed material

supporting all levels of the topic. There
is even a selection of "Resources for|
Younger Children." But, think about it...
protecting our climate is all for the sake
of our younger children, and dheir chil-
dren, and so on!
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David Cain

1720 Marquette Ct
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Calendar

May 13: Board Meeting, LF Bank
May 21; Program: Threat from Guns in the 215t Century
May 22: Annual Meeting Packets sent

May 25: Memorial Day

June 57: LWVIL Convention; call if intcrested in attending
June 16: Annual Meeting, Cindy Morehead's

June 25: Annual Meeting of LWV-Lake County

July 4 Lake Bluff 4th of July parade

August 5: Lake Forest Day, LWV marchers needed

Please Check the web site for linses and locations!

114 1] PO. Box 645 » Lake Forest, IL 60045

“The League of Women Voters of the United States supposts equal righs]
or all under state and federal law. The LWVUS supposts legisiation to equal]
2¢ the legal rights, obligations, and benefits available to same-gendes cour
ith those available to heterosexual couples. LWVUS supports legislation to)
exmit same-gender couples 1o marry under civil law. The League believes|
at the civil starus of mardiage is already clearly distinguished from the reli|
fious institution of marriage and that religious tghts will be presecved.”
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Three More Pics

Liz Bradner and Wyn Cain attended the
LWVIL Sate Conventon at the Lisle/
Naperville Hilton along with Mary Mathews,
Linda Bastmes, and Jeannc Kearby., They
heard Kathleen Conlon-Wasiks presentation
on the Iiinois Violent Death Reporting Sys-
tem (IVDRS) with Rebecca Levin, Strategic
Director, Lurie Children’s Hospital Chicago.
This reporting system is providing data that
will help create effective policy for preventing
violence and saving lives.

Calendar

Shine on me, sunshine
R on me, rain

Fall softly, dewdrops
And cool ey brow again.

Storw, blow e frows here
With pour fiercest wind
et wae float across the sky
"TUL [ caw rest again.

~from "Woman workr

by Maya Angelow 2015-17 LWVIL Board of Directors

League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

LWVIL
Convention Report

Liz & Wyn at the Convention

At another session
we learned from a
wo of young]

wvocate for]
sacial

They primarily use

_ social media to in-|

others of

to engage in

« supporting
social ju

We received cop-
ies of the Inde-
pendent
Redistricting
Amendment peti-
tions and insteuc-
tions on how to
complete them.

By April 2016, 600,000 signatures must be ob-
tained 10 ensure there are 300,000 valid ones.
Only registered Illinois voters can sign, and

;}v { _\: g

page musc be
notarized.
Relaxing!

Changes were
made to the
Per  Member
Payment  fees
during  the
business

of the coaven-
tion. After much discussion the decision was
to keep the Per Member Payment (PMP) fee
for 2015-16 at §27.00. However, for the next
year (2016-17) the PMP fee will be raised to
$30.00.

Our League was recognized at the convention|
for increasing our membesship by 16% this
last year!




Co-Presidents’ Letter

Dear League members,

One might think the League would lose
momentum over the summer, but the
opportunities to learn keep coming. We
recently leaened about the quality of
Lake Michigan water and its protection;
we are planning for next year's pro-
grams and action areas; and we advert-
ised our work by participating in two
patades! With the ease of getting
around in this glorious weather, it re-
quires litde effort to pack one's calendat.

We, as members, need to be thinking.
about inviting prospective members t©
our Fall Kickoff Social on Sunday,
September 13th. We know they will
want to influence their government at
the local, state and national levels
through the League. Also plan to attend
our fundriser at Potbelly Sandwich
Shop, Lake Bluff, on Saturday, Septem-

bl

Annual Meeting Wrap Up
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ber 19th, 5 to 8 PM. That will be 4
come-anytime event with family and/o;
friends so that our League can reccive
25% of the check. Such a deal for oue
Ed Fund! (Thank you, Potbellyt)

With two national studies, five action
areas, and our social events, we're going
to need the participation of every active
imember. Please share your interests and
time availability on your renewal form.

Wyn and Liz

At Cindy Morehead's
lovely home, with
Linda Bartmes' lovely
(awesomel) hospital- &
ity, we met on June |
16th to sum up the
prior year and plan
for the next.

The program wil in-
clude national studies
of money in politics
the conventon
zess of amending
the US. Constitution.
Both studies will be
started in the fall.
Consensus  xepotts
are due to LWVUS by February 1, 2016
for the former and by Decembe
the latrer.

"

-
Board Meeting July 8

We plan to take action
on climate change,
= health care,
gun  violence
prevention and
state fiscal
policy  during
. year, and

v to keep

eyes on af-
fordable hous-
ing, the
Comprehensive
Plan, and Land
Use/Trans-

portation.

We elected Sharon Borg and David
Mueller to our board and reelected
Marilyn  Turchi, Joy Guscott-
Mueller, Steve Potsic, Linda Bart-
mes, Jean Brown, Ann Grant, and
Judy Grisamore, We are looking for
“ Someone to fll the publicity posi-

Our balanced budget absotbed an
increase in per member payment to
national and projected an increase in
program expenses over this year's
actual expenditure. We intend to be
more active in the areas of educa-
tion and advocacy.
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Gun Violence Program

Who can be opposed to reducing gun
violence? We had many (vocal) gun
rights advocates in the Iacge audience
for our program "The Increasing Theeat
From Gun Violence" on May 21 at the
Church of the Floly Spisit, Lake Forest.

Joy explains LWV rules

Moderator Joy Guscott-Mueller ~ably
kept the discussion moving when there
were interruptions. We emphasized the
distinction between criminal use of guns
and responsible use of guns by law-
abiding citizens for sport or self-protec-

Panelise Dion McGill, Program Manager
of the Ilinois Council Against Flandgun
Violence, told us of the daily violence
resulting from easy access to handguns
by school-age children. He said that fri-
gid weather seems
to be the only
factor effective in
reducing such in-
cidents, since it
keeps people

the streets. In
Sponsc to a e
ton from
audience, he

-
Dion McGill

plained his teasons for
ing school staff
weapons for protection.

Laura
Frisch of
Moms
Demand
Action
listed
steps o
be taken

Laura Frisch

vent ac-
cidental use of guns by children. She
reminded us that the natural cutiosity of
children comptomises any hiding place
where parents might store guns. Therc-
fore, it is important to ensurc guns are
unloaded and secured in a locked com-
partment with ammunition stored sep-
arately. Parents should check with hosts
before play dates to find out if guns

in the house which is to be visited a

if so, are they secure?

Bob Spicl, retired Special Agent of the
FBI, described the vatious types of
weapons. He spoke of three categotics:
single shot, semi-automatic, and fully
automatic. OF the fVazy

semi-auto-
weapons,
which fire one
bullet per tipger
pull (without re-
loading)
common
therefore
often in- Bob Speil

volved in violent acts. Possession of
fully-automatic weapons, often called
“machine guns” s illcgal in Illinois.

Christopher

Wilson, Managing
Partaer of law firm
Perkins Coie, de-
scribed  how  he
successfully defen-
ded the City of
Highland  Pask's
ban  on assault

Wilson

weapons in the Circuit Coutt of Ap-
peals this spring. 1l also gave a brief
explanation of how the US. Constifu-
don's Sccond Amendment has evolved
through Surpceme Court decisions.

Questions

read  from
audience about the
vaue of gun regis-
tration,  “..since
criminals won't do
it” The panel re-
sponded that we
are a democracy
based on the rule
of law. For example, we atc now te-
quired to buy auto insurance if we wish
to own a car. Sincc enacunent of that
law, the number of uninsured motorists
has greatly decreased.

oy Guscott-
Mueller

Following the Chadleston, SC shooting,
Liz wrote to US Sen. Kirk and US Rep.
Dold asking what legislation they would
support to reduce the criminal use of
guns. Neither had replied at the tme of
this printing ~ We know that Sen.
Durbin, State Sen. Mortison and State
Rep. Drury support the League position
calling for universal background checks
with a waiting petiod, closing the gun
show loophole, a ban on assault
weapons and high-capacity magazines,
increasing penalties for siraw purchases
of guns, and funding reseacch on gun

violence.

Wearing orange was the way many of us
participated in National Gun Violence
Day June 2nd. 'This was a campaign of
various gun control groups, including
Moms Demand Action, Everytown, and
the Brady Campaign. What an easy way
to show our support for sensible gun
legislation!

The “Discussion on Gun Violence”
video can be viewed from our website:
hepil/sownvdwy-10barg. Click on “Visic
the Video Library” (under the “Wel-
me”) and make your selection. It's the
«t best thing to being there!
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Waukegan Harbor Cleanup

the Whukegan Harbor luncheon and :
cruise on July 7 at the Waukegan Har-
bor Yacht Club. Liz and Wyn attended
with cight others: Judy Armstrong,
Sharon Borg, Kathy Clay, Carol Gayle,
Carol Russ, Jo-An Sabonjian, and Stan
and Diane Sanderson.

We heard from Tim Dsexler, Remedial

Project Manager for the USEPA's

Outbonrd Marine Corporation Super-
fund site. He provided historical back-

ground and described progress made in
cither removing or encapsulating con-
taminants.

Following the luncheon, a hatbor cruise
on the WG,
Jackson

provided  a
better  pic-
wre of the
harbor

cleanup by
taking us dir-
ectly to the

WG.
Jackson is a
fence educa-

Lowerns #
Secchi disk

4th of July Parade

LWV-LFLB was well represented at [n

“Qur Boat" in calm water

tion and research vessel opetated by the
Annis Water Resources Institute. Crew
member/sciendsts alerted us to points
of interest around the hatbor while de-
scribing the boat's mission.

At one location in the harbor, we helped
draw water samples from the lake and
were directed to testing stations. It's
been a long time since 11th grade chem-
istzy, but we successfolly measured the
chemical composition of the water
samples! We also measured turbidity of
the water using a Secchi disk.

We learned the lake is quite clean, relat-
ively young, and in danger of Asian carp

infestation.

The WG, Jackson serves researchers

and cducational groups through 1
grant from the USEPA and works out

of Grand Valley State University, Mus-
kegan, ML Rosemary Heilemann,
LWV - Lake Michigan Region, matle
the arrangements for the day. Towns
cepresented were Banaockbutn, Buf.
falo Grove, Chicago, Evanston, Glen-
view, Haincsville, Highland Pack,
Graysiake, Lake Bluff, Lake Forest,
Round Lake Beach, Waokegan, Wii-| |
mette, Winactka, and Winthrop Ha| |
bor.

To find out more about the cleanup, sce
g v, nup/

<
Gracefully Exiting
the Vessel!

"Our Eyes Are On Your Issues”

the theme of our entry in the Lake
Bloff parade.  As 25000 people
watched, Carol Russ drove her decor-
ated white convertible with passenger
Ann Grare and Wyn Cain's grandson,
Dan (4) st % (6) Ratin.

Carol's car effectively conveyed our
message. Cindy Morehead marched with
a sign stmting: "Stop Gerrymandering
Sign Independent Maps Petition.”

Marching and carrying the LWV banner
were Miranda Bradner-Young (7), her

parents John and Alexandra, Happic
Datt, and Liz and Wyn.

There was enthusiastic support for thel o+ |
League from the parade watchers. Let's
encourage them o join, atend and par-
ticipate in our programs!



http:/Avww.epa.gov/region_5/cleanup/
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They Know Their Government!

The Lengue supports governmental
education at all levels, believing that an
informed citizenry encournges effective
participation in a democracy:

Governmental studies arc 20 important
part of the Deer Path Middle School
(Lake Forest) and Lake Bluff Middle
School curriculum. Students demon-
steate their understanding of the prin-
ciples of democracy both through class
participation and their scores on federal
and state constirution tests.

In recognition of outstanding perform-
ance, five students were chosen to re-

Lake Forest Days

ceive our “Know Your Government
Award” Lake Bluff Middle School stu-
dents Mattison Boveri and Julia Kuete-
meyet were presented award certificates
by Julin Fiske-Parker and principal
Nathan Blackmer. Deer Park Middle
Schoal students Madeleine Marshall,
Jaqueline Pink and Hanoa Gilmore re-
ceived award certificates
from Joy Guscott-Mueller
and  Prncipal  Renee
DeVore.  The  recipients'
names have been engraved '
on plaques displayed at each g1

Right: Lake BIuff M.5. 5.

Sustainability

There is room in Steve Sackley's
vertible for more nders in the Lake
Forest Days Parade, August 5.

Well be there promoting the League
and asking people to sign the Inde-
pendent Redistricting Amendment pe-

tition (sce MapAmendment.org)
Bev Nelson promised to be thete in het
red, white and bive. Happic Datt will
help cacey the banner. Call Liz or Wyn
if you can help.

LWV-LELB is partnering with the Lake
Forest C for Envi 1

requirements of present and future
" - in other words, how to

Leadership (LFCEL) in its sustainability
program.

According to the USEPA, "Sustainabil-
ity creates and maintains the conditions
under which humans and nature can ex-
ist in productive harmony that pern
fulfilling the social, economic and ot

Keep the planet livable.

A survey of residents' concerns and in-
terests was taken. Once results are tabu-
lated, the League will help educate area
sesidents on how best to teach the goal
of sustainability.

News Coverage: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How?

Editors from loc-
t and elec-

media spoke ar
the “"Media

dtabl

the luncheon and pancl discussion at the
Lake Forest Club on June 10. Mary
Mathews, Liz and Wyn heacd speakers
explain the media's role in providing
publicity:

Meet the Edit-
ors".  The Lake
Forest and Lake
Bluff Chamber of Commerce hosted

They learned what
should be included
in a news release,
L ¥ the importance of

qu

deadlines, and who to contact.

Media present included the Daiy North
Shore (dailynorthshore.com). the Lake
Forest Leader, North Shore Weekend, the Pi-
onter Local and Patch (patchgom). We
need to fully utlize these resources to
increase public awareness of League
positions and eveats.



iilynorthshore.com
MapAmendment.org
patch.com

Anti-Gerrymandering Petition

There is general agreement that the cut-
tent system of drawing General As-
sembly distict maps is unfaidy
influencing election tesults, ic., gerry-
mandering.  The League advocates an
independent redistricting commission to
deaw the maps which requires a consti-
tutional amendment.

Peditions circulated by League
members an| Y

LEAGUE LINgg

Most voters are happy to sign,
once you explain that gerry.

amendment are bemg signed
and sent in. Jan Schuobrich
turned in nine completely filled out peti-
tions! The goal is to collect 600,000 sig-
natures statewide. so please help if you
arc able.

Laurel-Western Redevelopment Update

allows politiciang

to choose their voters rather
than allowing voters to choose their
political ceprasentatives. Contact Liz o
Wyn for blank petitions.

The plan for development of
the former Municipal Services
property on Western between
Laurel and Franklin has been
improved to the satisfaction of “
many, but not all, of the neigh- _
bors. The Plan Commission
sent it to the City Council,
which made an additional

i and approved it by

LWV-LC Update

2 6-1vote.

The tentacive plat (plan) now
has no building taller than
three stories, a vehicle en-
o trance on Western rather than
on Franklin, grassy medians
in the roads, a density of 164
units sather than 172, preser-
vation of Franklin Park, and a

second enmance to the underground
parking garage.

The plat now goes to the Building Re-
view Board for consideration of engin-
eering plans, materials and design.
Upon their agreement it will retuen first
to the Planning Commission for final
consideration and then to the City
Council for final approval.

Linda Bartmes hosted the League of
Women Voters of Lake County annual
meeting at the end of June. It was a
lovely lunch with good food and even
better company. We were joined by
guests from three local leagues.

We have no definite dates but are plan-
ning to hold candidate debates in Feb-
ruary. Also in February we will again be
joining in the One Million Rising event
for Lake County.

The Illinois Violent Death Repotting
Project (under the auspices of Lurie
Children's Hospital) is ongoing with

Health Care Defense

much work to do this year. Kath-
leen Conlon-Wasik is our point
person. We have members who
continue to work with Clean Power
Lake County and CAG (Citizen's
Advisory Group).

The Lake County Women's Coali
ton, of which we are a member,
will be holding Women's Equality
Day. The topic will be "Lake
County Women Who Made 2
tory" This will be held at the War:
ren Newport Library on August 25th,
All ase welcom

Unfortunarely, inclement weather kept
us out of Linda's beautiful garden
(above)l

»sition on the
to the recent

We took a strong
Affordable Care Ac
Supreme Court deci

e
e Y
. 5.

Our Letter to the Editor stated that "the
option to rely on the federal insurance
exchange was added to the ACA as a
tmeans of providing maximurm fexibili

and ease (o states as they implemented
the law,” since "The primary purpose of
the ACA is to expand coverage for
Americans, rather than limit coverage.”

Happily the Court (in King v. Burwell
ruled that federal subsidies to premiums
in states (including Illinois) which sec up
federal, as opposed to their own state,
exchanges are legal,

Thus 6.4 million Americans who could
have lost subsidies and coverage retain
thel
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Save This Date! %

Sunday Sep. 13; afterncon, will be our
fall membecship kickofE Joy Guscott-
Mucller and Carol Gayle are planaing a
social hour and an intecesting program
on climate change.

LWV-Lake Michigan Region

Pope Francis and Prosident Obama
raised our awareness of this topic by
forcefully stating theiz concerns. Morc
information will follow on the location,
tme and speakor(s).

This will be 2 geeat opportunity to i1
troduce prospective members not only
to what we do but also to who we arc.
Bring a friend!

[The Field Muscum will provide the din-
ner speaker for the banquet of the An-
oual Mecting & Conference of the
[L\V-Lake Michigan Region. Dr. Abi-
Jgail Derby Lewis, conscrvation ecologist
fat the Keller Science Action Center of
the Field Muscarm, will speak on Friday,

LWVIL News

September 25th at the Wyndham Glen-
view Suites North in Glenview.

Cash bac and networking are at 5:00,
dinner and speaker at 7:00. The Annual
Meeting will be held Saturday at the
same location.

Our representative to this conference is
David Mucller. He would welcome oth-
er League members to join him Friday
for the dinner and also at the Saturday
sessions. For more information, go o
hvvimp. Cr-rCSQUI or con-
tact David Mucller.

N Locking rack
Lookina forward '

We will celebrate our 95th birthday
recognize our founder Cartic Chapman
Catt at the 2015 State of the Stte
Luncheon  on
Wednesday,
Scptember 16,
2015 at the Union
League Club of
Chicago. Dr. Di-
anne Bystrom will
deliver the keynote
address.

Dr. Bystrom

As the director of
Iowa State University’s Carrie Chapman

LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD:
1 01 Womwen on U “SAute: of Uus S1te”

e of Womnun Vol of o
5 State of the State Luncheon

Catt Center for Women and Politics, Dr.
Bystrom provides a rich perspective on
the topic of women and politics.

The State of the State Luncheon is a
significant source of funding for the
LWVIL Educaton Fund. Ticket in-
formation and registrati i

Two secent US. Supreme Court rulings
are worthy of note. One decision up-
held a basic component of the Afford
able Care Act which affocted 34 states|
and consequently preserved the healthi
insurance of millions of Americans.

The second decision affirmed the dghy]
of Arizonians and, by extension, cit|
izens of all states to set up an inde
pendent  redistricting  commission)
LWVIL had filed an amicus (“friend of}
the court”) brief along with several oth-
er Ilinois organizations. This is particn
latly relevant to the drive to amend the
Illinois constitution to establish a non-|

may be found on the state League web-
site lwvil.org

INDEPENDENT
< MAP AMENDMENT

partisan, i of
our own,

about the Independ
Map Amendment is at

mapamendment.org



amendment.org
lwvlmr.org/member-resources
lwvil.org

League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area
#1414 P.O Box 645 e Lake Forest, IL 60045

Find us on
Facebook

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

ake Forest-Lake Bluff Area q -
of Lake Forest-Lake BIuff Area Wynn and David Cain

Stilf Going Strong Since 1926! 1720 Marquette Ct

" Lake Forest IL 60045
conlact@ WMLFLB.org
wwrwIWVLFLB org

Calendar League of Women Voters
July 25: bike race, Lake Forest College Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area
August 5: Lake Forest Day Board of Directors
August 12: Board meeting. OFFICERS
September 9: Board meeting. Liz Bradner Co-President
. Ki ¢ Wyn Cain Co-President
September 13: Kickoff social and program e ol
September 19: Potbelly fund-raiser 5-8 PM. Joy Guscott-Mueller  Co-V.P. Program
October 14: Board meeting Carol Gayle Co-V.P. Prograrr_\
October 14: Constitutional amendment study (7 PM) Terry Desmgng V.P. NSRS rvick
Steve Potsic Treasurer
November 3; Program Sharon Borg Secretary
November 11: Board meeting
December 3; Holiday party DIRECTORS
Linda Bartmes Hospitality, LWV-Lake
County Liaison
Jean Brown Hot Topics Editor
David Mueller LWV-LMR Liaison
Cindy Morehead Director-at-Large
Ann Grant Director-at-Large
Judy Grisamore Director-at-Large _.
“The Lesgue of Women Voters of the United States supports equal sights %:fo'li‘a;m POS"“E’_':E e

or all under stae and federal aw The LWVUS suppors legishton to equal| ¢8RS Voter Registration

2 the legal sights, obligarions, and benefits available to same-gender couples| - /
ith those avallble to heterosexual couples. LWVUS supports legislution 1o s orr i L
ecmit same gendier couples o marsy under cvl ln: The League believes]  Sion conmaries e SO
Boar the civi status of marcage i alzeady clealy isingished from the el o et Cerer Pl A

pious instirution of marriage and that eligious rights will be preserved.’
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Delicious autumnt My
very soul is wedded

to i€, and if twere a
bivd 1 would fly

about the earth
seeking the

suceessive autumns.
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FALL 2015

League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

Bonding

the Barn

Our  fall  kickoff  social
happenedin the barn at Elawa
Farm. It was great to reconnect
with neacly a hundred Eeaguers
and friends after the summer
break. In late afternoon on
Sunday October 4 we were
treated to wine and appetizers
provided by the Guscott-
Muecllers and The Fresh Mar-
ket.

Then the program "Envizon-
mental Stewardship in the Face
of Climate Change" was de-
livered. (Considering that July
was Earth's hottest month on
wouldr’t be concerned?)

record, who

Dr. Seth Darling

Seth Darling, PhD, a scientist at Argonne Na-
tional Laboratorics and a Fellow at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, gave the scientific facts
about what is happening in our climate. Fe.
John Pawlikowski, OSM, PhD, an author, ed-
itor and professor whose participation in na-
tional and international forums is too
extensive to list, shared his perspective on the
ethics of envitonmental stewardship. Our own
David G. Mueller, Attorney at Law, spoke
about how the Jaw can be used as related to

George Eliot environmental changes.

Seth begin by describing these|
effects of planet warming: ag-
ricultural drought, sea level
rise, ocean acidification, polat
melting and extreme weather,
which degrade our quality of
life. e said our options are
mitigation, _geo-engineering,
and adaptation. To mitigate
the warming, we might absorb|
carbon dioxide by ferilizing
the oceans, planting forests, ot
capturing catbon dioside from

Geo-engineering might make
it possible to reflect sunlight with space mir-
rors or whitening rooftops. We probably|
don't want to adapt to the warmer climate. He|
proposed that the best long-term strategy
would be to replace fossil fuel use with solar
power.

Eacth currently uses 18 terawacts of energy
yearly. By 2050, it is estmated that 30 ter-
awatts will be needed. Solar power could real-
istically provide 67 terawatts, if 2% of the|

Fr. John Pawlikowski

carth's land collected solae light.

Turn to Bonding, Page 2




Co-Presidents’ Letter

Dear League members,

Our League has been off to  busy start
this fall! Both the “Kick-Off” meeting
October 4 at Elwwa Farms on Climate
Change and Constitutional Amendment
study October 14th at Grace United
Methodist Church were well attended
and generated new members: they are
always welcome.

Now we look forward to two
Another  interesting

Bonding, from Page 1

important program November 9 on
Money in Dolitics will be held at the
First Presbytedian Church of Lake
Forest. Our Holidny Luncheon is
scheduled for December 3rd at Froggy's
restaurant in Highwood.

As we begin in January 2016, please
look for opportunitics to participate in
planning our programs with our
program chairmen and voter service
chairman. The January program will
focus on mental health and a Candidare

Forum will be offercd in February,

Working and learning together helps our
League to grow even stronger.

Liz and
Co-pres

Seth is promoting catbon taxes, cap and
trade, cfficiency, and resenrch and devel-
opment into morc efficient energy use.

Fr. Pawlikowski discussed the evofution
of understanding leading to Pope Fran-
cis' encyclical on the cavironment. Eatly
thought emphasized cconomic over en-
vironmental values, based on the idea
that unfettered utilization of the Earth
and its resources was a_divinely-be-
stowed right.

He traced his own “moment of under-
sanding” t© a 1972 conference, at
which a speaker forcefully argued that,
“We are the first generation to ask, "Will
there be future generations? Previous
generations had the ability to cepair
damage (o nature, but that is no longer
0, “We must solve these issues or we

will all be dead.”

Fe. Pawlikowski said that he tells his
Ethics students that there are many so-

David Mueller, Attorney

Gial problems 10 work on, but the only
one which will matter in the long run is
the question of environmental steward-
ship. This single issue must be solved
or... “we'll all be dead.” Fle character-
ized the encyclical as emphasizing spi-
iwal life as a motivating force for
environmental stewardship.

David Mueller gave the legal perspect-
ive. He said greenhouse gas regulation
has stalled because of a  dysfunctional
relationship
between  Con-
gress and the
Executve
Branch. There-
fore we have no
international
treaties or com-
prehensive fed-

9 amendments to

the 1990 Clean
Air Act. Action has been possible by
regulation, vsing the existing Clean Air
Act, supported by the Judiciary and state
and local initiatives.

Pollution control technology doesn't

b

Joy Guscott-Mueller, Moderator
Union also faded due to over-allocaton
of quotas.

Under President Obama the Environ-
mental Protection  Admuinistaation s
now regulating power plants which use
32% of our crergy, and cars and trucks
which use 28%. Under the Clean Power
Plan, the EPA aims to reduce enetgy use
by 30% between 2005 and 2030. The
states are expected to implement the
goal. In fact, goveenors, mayors, execu-
tives and community leaders are work-
ing on public tansportation, renewable
fuels, and green building standatds.

The program was well-received. You can
view it on YouTube at

youtube. h 014

take care of carbon dioxide. Eff

fuel switching, and offsets such as plant-
ing trees ate better weapons. The Kyoto
Protocol was signed to reduce carbon
emissions but the developed world
largely failed (o rarify it. A cap and trade
system implemented by the Evropean



youtube.com/watch?v=OeegrNyn9I4
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The LWVUS study about amending the
US. Constirtion was the focus of our
meeting on Wednesday October 14 at
Grace Unired Methodist Church in Lake
Bluff. We began by enjoying a potluck
dinner. Boy, can we cook!

Following the meal, Carol Gayle, Asso-
ciate Professor of History ar Lake
Forest College, outlined the history of
amending the Constirution by Congres-
sional acfion. She explained the altern-
ative method (which has never been
used) that begins with proposals from
2/3 of the state legislatures, proceeds
with a convention, and finishes with mt-
ification by 3/4 of the state legislatures.
Interest in this method has increased as
a result of the Citizens United decision.

After Carol's excellent presentation, the
20 or so attendees answered the con-
sensus questions. Their responses will

Constitutional Amendment

L to R: Sally Zeit, Carof Russ, Cindy Morehead

i

Among the questions the LWVUS asked
us 1o discuss was whether the policy ob-
jective under consideration can be
achieved by a legislative or political ap-
proach. Either would be less difficulc
and more casily modified if future
voters so desire.

7abiis
Carol Gaww
Speaker and M s
be forwarded to the LWVUS.

Holidays With the First Ladies

S5 Swrsmgs. Ywisy Wwssond, Joy Guscott-Mueller,
S wan Brown

Then we discussed if a constitutional
convention should be wansparent or
conducted in  secrer
(which might make
delegates more  flex-
ible). Should
sentauon and 3
at the convention be
based on population
or an equal number
from each  state?
Should delegates be
clected or appointed?
Should their discus-
sion be open-ended or limited to a 4
cific topic? Should the League consider
supporting an amendment that wasn't
chosen by the convention with all of
these safeguards?

David Muelier

Our discussion was very thoughtful, and
while sometimes we did not reach con-
sensus, all views were heard.

Unpack your holiday spisit! The League
is inviting you to our annual luncheon
and fund-raiser on Thursday Dec. 3 at
10:30 A M.

This year
it will be
at
Froggy's

Cafe, 306
Green

Bay Road in High-
wood. Barry Brad-
ford, who  both
entertained and in-
formed us last year,
is going to tell us .

about ten Fabulous .
First Ladies. L &

— %
RSVP with $50 1o Barry Bradford
LWVLF/LB, PO Box 645, Lake Forest.
Weite the checks payable to the Ed

Fund; $13 of the $50 is  tax-deductible
contribution. Ot you can pay online
with Paypal, but be sure not to miss it.

Barry says we will look at some of the
accomplished, fascinating women who
served as First Ladies, the unexpected
challenges they faced and how they re-
flected the changing fole of women
theoughout our history.

Bring a friend!
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Carrie Chapman Catt Award

The 2015 recipient of the Carric
Chapman Catt Award is Jane Dart-
ddge. The award recognizes a
League member who has shown
outstanding leadership and consid-
erable action in promoting the
League's mission.

Carric Chapman Catt was a promin-
ent leader in the fight for women's
suffage. With her great leadership
and organizational skills, she was
able to pressure Congress to pass
the 19th Amendiment, giving wotnen
the right to vote.

As much as we owe Ms. Cat, we
also owe much to Jane Paruidge for
making our local League as stong as

As Mary Mathews wrote,

“In 2010 Jane was elected co-president.
With 2 membership of 72, she worked
hard to grow the membership to reach
91 in June 2014. She ramped up activic-
ies with something for cvery month so
membets would have a chance to be in-

Carrie Chapman Catt

New Members

interviews. She has attended multiple
national conventions, state conven-
tions, and state Issucs Bricfings.

Jane has a passion for good govern-

ment that we all should emulate. We

will present her award on December

3 at the Holiday Luncheon at

Froggy's French Cafe.

BT
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Jane Partridge
volved: either a membership meeting,
program public meeting, a candida
bate, or an interest group meeting
Communication was suressed, and th -
website was redesigned by Nicki Snoblin Jane as a Suffragette
and a monthly e-alert initiated. Visibil- (from the cover of her book)

ity was improved by working with other
organizations, increased publicity, and
lettets 10 the editor.  She believed
stongly in the League's role of ad-
vocacy and encouraged people (o speak
out on important issucs. She twice ad-
dressed the Lake Fotest City Council on
the League's position on guns."

A member since 1999, Jane has worked
for affordable housing, public programs
on health care, the Census 2010 Com-
plete Count, redistricting, the constitu-
tional amendment, and legislative

A warm welcome
to our four wes
members:  Susan

Zingle, udy
Boggess,  Avw
Vanderbuilt

Cynthia McKenzie. We arc glad to have
their ideas and woman power to carry
forward our work. )

Ask your fdends! Nobody should take J
democracy for granted. »
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Stop Gerrymandering

Many people think the only solution t©
partisan gridlock in the US is to make
congressional districts more compet-

“tis to draw the districts by rea-

sonable standas otect incum-
bents, This wors e done by a
commission independent of the politic-
ol partes.

Fall Membership Drive

A ballot initiadve for the November
2016 general election that would allow
that is promoted by Support Indepen-
dent Maps. The League of Women
Voters of Illinois is in full support and
distributed petitions for members to so-
licit signatures. Six hundred thousand
signatures smtewide are needed to be
sure that 300,000 are valid.

Our local League collected 350 signa-
tures by attending the Farmers Markets,
Lake Forest Day, and other events and
by sidewalk solicitations, More are
aceded; so ask Liz or Wyn for a pertion.
Signatures must be collected and sub-
mitted by Dec. 31, Let's take back the

. slators don't
should

redistricing process so
choose their voters.
choose their legisiators!

Your League is calling Unlike most
callers, we tell you who is calling and
what we are calling abour. Dues!

We have a bit of carching up to do, as

League on the March —

only 62 out of 92 members have
newed. (Thanks to all who did])

Please answer the call and remit your

Lake Forest Day Parade

The viewers of the Lake Forest Day Parade couldn't miss us
with our borrowed red convertible, the eyelashes on the

headlights, "Our Eyes Are On Your Issue

League banner. (Thank you, Steve Sackley, for the use of

your convertiblel)

We enjoged a beautiful warm, sunny during the August Sth

Wyn Cain and Happie Datt

signs and our big

Wyn and Happie on the march
parade. We won second place in the Neighborhood/Individual
category.

Thank you, Carol Russ, for the theme and execution of itl We
received lots of call-outs and claps on Western Avenue; so, we
know the community loves us. Let's get more of them to join
us and make democracy work better for us alll
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Transparency On Route 53 Extension

LEAGUE LINES

With litle opportunity for citizen input,
the Lake Forest City Council agreed to
support Lake County in extending
Route 53 at a July 20 mecting.
Concerned citizens who had asked to
testify were notificd only the day before

the meeting that a Lake County letter
requesting support would be voted
upon on July 20.

Subsequently our League wrote to the
Council that our land usc and

transportation  position  stales  “the
public must be ully informed from the
beginning and diroughout the planning
process.” We belicve an open discussion
of the pros and cons might have
produced a different decision.

Shortcut

oo T

For

e e

LWV-LC Update

The League of Women Voters of Lake
County has had a busy few months!

In Junc Cada Wyckoff, Lake County
Cletk, spoke to us at the Waukegan
Yacht Club about the challenges her of-
fice iis facing this election year.

LWV-LC has been coliecting signatures

for duc redistricting petitions, Membets
of our board have been observing the
Lake County commitcee of the whole
and board meetings. It has made us
familiar with the members and what's
going on in the county.

Mary Mathews and Mary Fran Troha
continue to be involved with Clean
Power Lake County. They both testificd
to the IEPA with approval of LWVIL

and LWVUS. Thank you, Mary and

Mary Fran, for all your work!

Also, we have been monitoring and
commenting on the proposed Rt. 53 ex-
tension. L addition, we are working on
a program about Lake County assessors.

County. We will also be registering at
Carmel High School in November.

We held a moderator training scssion

organized by Diane Sanderson op Oc-
tober 17th. Fifteen people attended the
session (including Carol Gayle).

We held a mock election in
at Round Lake High School.

4

For National Voter Registation Day we
registered 19 vorers at Round Lake High
School, 36 at Grayslake North High
School, and 11 ac the College of Lake

Is It Time? (A Public Service Announcement!)

Our C 1 dmeat Study
and Consensus will be on November
18th in Mundelein. Candidate debates
will be organized when we know who's
running,

Last but not least, our holiday luncheon
will be held at The Chocolate Sanctuary
on Dec, 16th. In casc that entices any-
one, remember, all are invited!

Respectfully submiteed,
Linda Bartmes

No onc enjoys being pulled over by a
person in an official car with flashing
lights and (perhaps) a siten, right?

In the interest of preventing such an
occurance, this is a reminder that the

Sccretary of Stte's office is NOT
(sorry for shouting, but ler me repeat,
not) sending reminders to renew your
automobile license(s). It is totally up to
you to check your current registcation
for the expiration date and puxchase the

renewal sticker at a local facility or
online.

See  wwwieyberdtiveillinois.com  (the
official Secretacy of State website) for
locations and explainations.
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venus de Miles

On the July 26, several League mem-
N bers contsbuted their time and talents
5 ac "Venus de Miles,” a chacity women's-
:f only bike ride. This Id only at
o
5
S
[
) Carol Gayle

Lake Forest College and Boulder
County, Colorado. It supports the
G Scholars, an izati
which provides support to wlented col-
lege smdents with insufficient financial
resoutces. Support goes beyond finan-
cial assistance through their “Whole
Person” approach of mentorship, pre
support, summet symposium, profe
sional network,  internship,  tuitic
scholarships and fles funding,

Participating in the support team werc
Carol Gayle, Sharon Borg, Liz Braduer,
Sue Johnson and Ann Grant, We took
advantage of the opportunity to obtain
more signatures on the constitutional

Sharing Environmental Concerns: An Informal Symposium

petition while p
the League with our sign. Afterward we
enjoyed a lunch of Mexican cuisine.

Sharon Borg

On a lovely day at the end of August,
about (wo dozen people gathered beside
a beautiful favine in Lake BIuff for an
informal discussion of local re-
sources focused on covironmental
“This “Conversation for
fresh A, Firesh Wae
s, brought together
s from a variety of
s of Jake
Torest with partic-
ulat problems ot concerns.

concern:

Sponsored by the League of Wo-
men Voters Lake Michigan Region,
our own League of Women Voters

lorest/l.ake Bluff, and the
' Alliance for the Geeae Lakes, the

hosted by George and
I Tt was facilicaced by
i Beck, of the [WV-Lake
Michigan Regjon, who for years
served as the EPAs community re-
Intions officer in this arca.

Members of the Lake Forest/Lake
Bloft Feague who acended in-
cluded Catol Russ, one of the or-
ganizers of (he progeam; Linda and
Russell Barunes, who are concerned
about the health of the rvine on which
they live: David Mueller, actorney with
long and varied experience with envir-
onmental matters and law; Judy Bog-

gess, who has long worked with the
Lake Forest Garden Club on environ-
mental mateers; and Carol Gayle.

Represented ac the meeting were the
Great Lakes Alliance, the Lake Bluf€
Park District, Lake Bluff Open Lands
and Natve Restoradon Services, and K.
C. Doyle who is Sustainability Coordin-

ator of Lake County. Various people re-
ported on what their organizations were
doing:

A teacher from Lake Forest High
School argued strongly for the im-
portance of reaching young people
with the message that action is
needed to protect the environment.
Hendietta Saunders of the LWV-
Lake Michigan Region spoke of the
nced to reach the general public.
Even 5o, several people lamented
what they see as indiference to en-
vironmental problems in our com-
rounity. A number of environment-
related events in Scptember and
October were announced.

We lefc the meeting penerally
couraged to find out how much
being done in our communities by 7
wide range of groups, but, at the
sanne time, we realized that we often
did not know cnough about what
other groups were doing,

The overall theust of the meeting
was sharing information and  seeking
ways to collaborate. And we were more
convinced than ever thar there is much
to be done and time is short.

~Carol Gayle
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Calendar

Nov. 9: Money in Politics (7 PM.)
Nov. 11; Board mecting

Dec. 3; Holiday paty

Dec. 31: Independent Maps petitions due

Jan, 13: Board meeting

Jan. 28: Teen mental health program

Feb. 1: Compiled Consensus reports due to National
Feb. 10: Board meeting

Feb. 28: Candidate forum for primary

Mar. 15: Primary election

“The League of Women Votess of the Unired States supports equal rights
for all under stare and federal law. The LWVUS supports legishation to equal
2 the legal rights, obligations, and bencfits available to same-gender couples|
lvith those available to heterosexual couples. LN'VUS supports legislation 1ol
permit same-gender couples to marry under civil law. The League believes
khat the civil stafus of marriage is already clearly distinguished from the relis
bious instirution of matriage and that religious rights will be preserved.”
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League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

Lunching
and Learning

Proving that we arc about fun as well as work,
we celcbrated the holidays at The Gaille on
Laurcl on Dec. 4. Forty members and guests
heard nationally-koown histotian Batry Brad-
ford speak on “Women for President: Past,
_Present aod  Future”
(“Woulds't it be lovery?”) Fol-
lowing his talk, Mr. Bradford
took questions and shared his
! perspective on potential wo-

men  presidential  candidates.

i)
> -

- Many  stimulating conversa-
dons accompanied the excellent meal. Finally,
Carol Russ received the Cartie Chapman Catt
Award for her outstanding efforts on behalf
of our League (see below).

Carrie Chapman Catt Award

Linda Bartmes created beautiful fotal
centerpicces and Lisa Dictrich sold timely
books. Altogether we netted $966.31 on the
luncheon, which will help keep us p
ming for anothet year! Thanks to all fu s
supporc.

Carol Russ received the 2014
Carric Chapman Catt Local
Leadership Award. One of our
best, Carol has been local
president, publisher of c-alerts,
chaitman  of  nominating,
organizer of the stormwater

whenever action was needed to

program - in general answering ‘g l ’I

|3

promote the League's mission.
The award is named in honot
of a leader in the fight for
women’s  suffrage  and  the
founder of the League of
Women Voters. In accepting
the award, Carol paid tribute to
member Matilyn Shineflug who
recently passed away.
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Co-Presidents’ Letter

Dear Leaguers,

We hoped to start 2015 with a bang and
follow with a program each month but
the calling of a special session of the le-
gislature on Jan. 8 caused a postpone-
ment of the fiscal crisis program to
February 11. Therefore having a clean
water program also in February will

in the C lidated Elec-

ton means no candidate forum. We will
do program planning in Masch for the
fall and next winter in time for input to
the state convention. Remaining issues
are gun sease, climate change and men-
tal health to cover in April and May be-
fore our annual meeting in June.

ip meetings such as Time for
Action alerts on legislation, local gov-
crnment meetings and legislative inter-
views. Please stay informed by our
postcards, e-alerts, Facebook and our
website Twv-Iflb.org and help us when
you are available.
ways to make a positive difference in
our goveramead

There are 5o many

make us double up. In March lack of Many things happen outside of our Liz & Wyn
Laurel/Western Redevelopment (Lake Forest)
The City of Lake CWO-CAT GATages.

Forest has taken the
next step in the re-

From Concept to Development

development  of a
former industdal and
muaicipal services area
at the north end of the
business district Com-
munity input  from
meetings held in 2007
suggested the property
would be ideal for res-
idential use due to its
proximity to the amen-
iies offered in and

Discussion at the meeting
mostly centered on pla-
cing the access points to
the complex on Franklin
Place and Laurel Avenue
rather than on Western
Avenve. Focus Develop-
ment, Inc.,, will revise the
plan and resubmit it in
Januaty or February of
2015,

Financing of the project

around  the  historic

Market Square. Focus
Development, Inc. of
Northfield, Ilinois was
chosen in September, 2014, as the prop-
ety developer. Approval of the contract
by the City Council on December 1,
2014 enabled the public review process.

At a meeting of the Plan Commission
on December 10, Lesguers heard a pre-
liminary overview of the proposed de-
velopment and met the project team.

LAUREL & WESTERN AVENUE REDEVELOPMENT
Prefiminary concept plan from Focus Development, Inc.

The vision includes 2 mix of residential
units, includiog single family homes, 2-
and 3-stoty condominiums, and 4-story
rental apartments. Strong support was
shown for the intention to set aside ap-
proximately 65% of the property as
open space. Underground parking will

is to be through creation
of a Tax Increment Fin-
ancing  Distict, which
would allow the sale of
bonds by the City. Property tax reveaue
generated as units are occupied would
be used to pay off the bonds. This
would also cover the cost of demolition
and other preparation of the site. Public
hearings will be held in eardy 2015. For

be provided for cond and
apartment residents, and the mainten-

ance-free single family hotnes will have

about the develop s
to the City website at
htp:/ fwrwrw.cityoflakeforest.com.

If winter comes, can Spring be far behind?

—Perey) Bysshe Shelley
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Keeping Teens Safe from Themselves

Exploting the possibility of a program
on teenage mental health, Jean Brown,
Carol Gayle and Liz Bradner recendy at-
tended two area seminars which ex-
ploted  symptoms,
community resources,

causes and

One topic which received special em-
phasis was the conncction berween de-
pression  and  substance  abuse.
Depression is often difficult to diag-
nose, especially in teens, and is often
confused with moodiness. Experts say
teen deprassion is mote common than
people

chink.

Pediatri-
cians of-
fer quick

sion screencrs during
physicals.
However, only about

school
s e
one in five tecos are
diagnosed and treated.
Local resources, such
as  LEAD (Leading
Efforts Against Drug
Abus) and CROYA
(Committee Represcat-
ing Our Young Adults),
provide assistance and
waining to focat schools.

Onc innovative tool is LEAD's Text-A-
Tip program, which provides anony-
mous help for both teeas and adults in
the Lake Forest, Lake Bluff aod Knoll-
wood o a 24/7 schedule. Those wish-
ing to share concerns about others will
get help while remaining anonymous.

Illinois Fiscal Crisis Discussion Rescheduled

Wl'n where to turn for help?

.
WO text

174637 25

‘The Affordable Care Act made the same
benefits available for mental illoess as
physical illness.
poople of all ages are often reluctant to
talk about meatal health problems and
therefore do not get ereatment for
themselves, their families or friends.
Hopefully, programs such as the an-
onymous Text-A-Tip and CROYA will
ease the path to diagnosis and treatment.

It is unfortunate that

Tinois” budget deficit
and large  carryover
debt will be discussed
by our State Senator
Julie
State

Morrison  and
Representative |
Scott Drury on Wed- i,
nesday February 11 at 7
PM. at the First Pres-
bytedan Church, 700 N. Sheridan Road,
Lake Forest. The Highland Park/High-
wood and Deerfield Leagues will co-

Morrison

Local Elections Coming

sponsor the discussion a5 they are also
in ou legislative district.

Solutions which have been proposed in-
clude public pension reform, expanding
the state sales tax to services, taxing te-
tiremeot income, testoring the 5% per-
sonal income tax and the 7% corporate
income tax, and 2 3%
come tax.”

“millionaice’s in-

Each of the proposed solutions has

Soon

strong  opposition.
Further complicating
the problem is the
incoming  governor’s
stated intear to in-

n
ah

Rep. scntt

crease spending on
educatdon and infra-
structure without rais-
ing  taxes. ‘The
discussion should afford us the oppor-
tunity to hear our legislators® thoughts
on the issues. We hope to sce you therel

I¥'s election time again!

Petitions have beea filed for township,
library, park district, school board and
fire department officials. None of the
races are contested; so, the League won't

be holding candidate forums.

Terty Desmond and Aan Grant atteod-
ed a community meeting to introduce
the committee-recommended  candi-
dates in Lake Bluff.

Vote in the primary on February 24 and

in the consolidated B\

general election on

April 7. e is o WOTE

right and duty.

W
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LWVIL Actions

Ycgislation containing several voting re-
forms was passed by the Tinois Gener-
al Assembly on December 3, 2014.
These
which were sup-
ported by the statc
League,
same day registra-
tion at ealy voting
sites and polling

reforms,

e\

include

places on election day; extension of
eatly voting to the Monday before an
clection; and joining the Elcctronic Reg-
istration Information Center (ERIC).

ERIC is a non-profit otganization dedi-
cated to improving the accuracy of

LWVUS Actions

voter registration fists and inceeasiog ac-
ess to voter registration for al eligible
citizens. Staces who choose o join
provide governance and management.
In cffect, it an effort to bring voter re-
gistration into the 21st century by clim-
inating handwritten entries on paper
forms with their inherent ectoss.

inois tesidents can now register online
using their driver’s license or state 1D
card, by giving the datc the license or
card was issucd, their birth date and the
last four digits of their social security
numbez. The State Board of Elections
website is at ova.clections.il.gov. In-
formation entered is verified with the

1Ninois Sectetary of State’s office.

Much more information about LWVIL
positions and upcoming events (includ-
iog the June, 2015 Biennium Conven-
ton in Napervile) is available at
Lwvil.ozg:

2015 Biennium Convention Planning

The national League has been busy pro-
tecting voting sights, engaging voters,
reforming money in politics, and de-
fending the cnvitonment. Over 90,000
letters were sent to Congress supporting.
the Voting Rights Act

afier rulings by the

us.

Court weakened

Supreme

0)

Ovec 100,000 comments went fo the
Environmeatal Protection Agency sup-
porting reducing carbon pollution from
existiog powee plants. ‘The EPA will -

Advocacy

BT —

nalize segulatioos by June 2015.

The LWV joined a letter to Sevate lead-
ership encouraging them to oppose
amendments to the 2014 appropriation
bills that threaten the nation’s clean wa-
ter, climate and natural resources.

The votedll.org website was a huge
success. There were 26,800 visits to the
Tllinois pages of satewide candidates.
and 71% of the candidates rearaed the
surveys with theit opinions on issues.

Most recently, the League responded to
. by R

ative Steve Scalise which characterized

the League as a partisan organization.

President Elisabeth MacNamera reaf-

firmed the League’s commitment to

working for all voters regardless of their

pasty affiliation,

A Time for Action alete weat to all our
members, asking them to contact Rep.
Scott Diury aad urge him to vote for
the Equal Rights Amendmeot.

Unfortuaately it didn’t come up for a
vote because Speaker of the House

Madigan predicted it would fall short.

We also wrote a Letter to the Editor be-
fore the fall election urging voters to in-
form themselves by reading the League
Voters' Guides at votedll.org and at
lwvil.oxg .

1 HOW LONG MUST

WOM!
WAT FOR EQUALITY
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Water— Just What Are We Drinking?

How often bave you thought about the
water yowre deinkiog? Two atoms of
hydrogen bonded to an atom of oxy-
gen, right But
think about all the
places  that water
has been, mot to
mention where it’s
going! “Clean” wa-
ter is what we hope
for. Purc, uncon-
taminated, cool,

clear water.

Back in 1947 The Sons of the Pioncers
made s all thirsty with a song (Cool Wa-
#r) about “.facing the baron waste

without the taste of water..” Today the
challenge is not just finding water, but
finding water fit to drink

On Sunday, Febru-
ary 22, 2015 at 1:30
PM. Beth Kosson,
Dicector of Edu-
cation Eco-
Myths Alliance, will
present a program
dlimate

and clean

for

about 4

Beth Kosson

h
change & Friend

wates. Our Leaguc
will co-sponsor the event with the OF
fice of Community Education of Lake
Forest College. It will be held in the

Welcome New Members!

Meyer Auditodum in Hotchkiss Hall,
555 N. Sheridan Road, Lake Forest.

EcoMyths Alliance is a nonprofit envir-
onmental organization which “..em-
powers people to make eco-friendly
choices by presenting simple science in
entertaining ways” It boasts an im-
pressive list of founding partners and
expert advisors.

Save the date now!

A warm welcome is extended to our
newest members: Ann Rattin, Sharon
Borg, Carole Shook, Betsy Warren,
Eleanor McMurin, Heather Goldbaber,
Betsy Hough, Joyce Newcomb, Judy
Armstiong, and Jill Shepherd. Our

Sl
Neome .

Who Votes?

League offers many jties o

share your aalents and contribute to the
important work we do. Don't hesitate to
ask questions and offer opinions. Bvery
membet is a valuable asset!

With the addidon of these ten new
members, our roll has increased to 92.
Thanks to the Membership Commirtee
for your hard work and great results.
You are all our best advertisers.

WE WANT Y6U

yOTE
KERE
TUES

‘The Pew Rescarch Center recently re-

Jeased a report showing that “People
who feel financially secure vote, people

who aren’t sccure don't..” That matters,
especially in mid-term elections, to
those political parties with which finan-
clally secure and insecure Americans
ideatify themsclves.

Political activism also refates to financial
security. The research found the mosc
secure Americans to be twice as in-
formed and three times as likely to have

contacted an elected official.

A number of other aseas are covered in
the report, including some social issues
which appear to be immune to finaacial
status influences. Several other issues fit
into a more expected pattern.

All in all, it js a worthwhile read. Go to
http://tinyusl.com/Ip4eSpe



http://tinyurl.com/lp4r5pr

LWV-LC Update

LEAGUE LINES

The League of Women Voters of Lake
County completed 2 busy year with a
holiday party at the beautifully decor-
ated home of Linda Baztmes. LWVLC
has an active schedule the next couple
of months.

We are participating in the LWVIL
study update on Charter Schools. On
Wednesday, Jan-
vary 28, 11:00
AM,  Jeanne
Kearby will host
2 meetiog with
tanch  at
house. After
watching the
video available on LWVIL website, we.
will discuss the pros and cons, and then

her

reach conscnsus on the provided ques-
tions. Call Jeanne at 847-201-2041 for
more information.

LWV-LC will continue its efforts to
L LTI pass the Equal Rights
LB LY Ameodment in Tlinois
- = and is coordinating its
lobbying with LWVIL,
AAUW, PDA,
othex organizations.

and

In February, LWV-LC will be a co-
sponsor for the third annual One Bil-
lion Rising Lake County event oa

i

LWV Lake

Thurs,, Feb. 12, 6:00 PM. at the Round
Lake Beach Cultural and Civic Center.
This is part of a global campaign to
raise_awareness about violence against

. women. It is a
Ve,

DNEBILUONRISING Our  League

members continue to work for clean air

very lively and
uplifting event.

and clean water through coalition part-
nerships with Clean Power Lake County
and the Waukegan Harbor Cidzens Ad-
visory Group. We also continue to at-
tend meetings and provide comment on
the extension of Route 53, which may
causc air and water pollution.

Recently LWV-LC sent the Lake County
Board commissioners a lotter requesting
that they follow normal procedures in

County Center for Independent Living
and Mundelein High School about a
Candidate Debate chis spring for the
Village of Mondclein.

On Satueday, March 7, as pact of the
Lake County Women's Coalition, mem-
bers and guests will cnjoy a program
and brunch celebrating Women's His-
tory Month at the Brac Lock County
Club in Grayslake. The League is a long
time member of the coalition, which
celebrates  women's
and provides scholarships.

accomplishments

We continue to work on gun violeace
and criminal justice issucs.

All members of local Leagues are in-
vited to pardcipate in LWV.Lake
County’s activities. If you would fike

voting on an inter-g agree-
ment. Originally the Board considered
bypassing committee approval, thereby
shortchanging the public
both in transparency and
citizen input. Thankfully,
they changed their minds
the

committee for full discus-

and sent issue to

Currendy, the League is
discussing with the Lake

Region

mote i please call Linda
Bartmes 847-234-7069 or Kathleen
Conlon-Wasik 847-231-5656.

)

S
ol

&
1

{t makes you waat to get out there in

your kayak, right? Well, it's winter, but
ice and snow haven't slowed down the
Lake Michigan Region League.

A letter writing campaign has been un-
derway to encourage the LWVUS Ad-
vocacy Committee to adopt Sustainable
Water Resources as 4 legislative priority.

TWVLMR Presideat Hendeda Saun-
ders presented a number of arguments
to support the position thae water be
added to the LWVUS list of “core is-
sues.”

Her lenter reviews the League’s historical
involvement in water issues since the
19205

—continued o nexct page
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LWV Lake Michigan (Continued from p. 6)

and relates it to water and the con-
sequences of climate change. She points
out that, while many water-related issues
are local due to local control, larger
bodies of water (such as Lake Michigan)
are under federal control. Legistative
priorities at the LWVUS level would be
more cffective in addition to providing
support at the local level.

Picturest!

Water has a profound financial impact
at many levels. Water processing, both
before and after use, is a sigoificant
budget item for most communities.
Contamination from pesticides, indus-
wial waste and agricultural runoff
presents challenges to current water
treatment technology. How these con-
taminants might affect us in the farure

While the time for submitting lettess has.
passed, the issue is fresh. Be sure to at-
tend the LWVLF/LB program present-
ation by EcoMyths on February 22 (sce
the articke above, page 5).

Water deserves respect!

len (1895-1964)

Surprise Party

42,000 votes in 1940

for US President!
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Calendar

Jan. 14: Board meeting
Feb. 11: Hlinois' fiscal ctisis progtam
Feb. 11: Board mecting

Feb, 14: LWV 95th Birthday

Feb. 22: Clean water program

Feb. 24: Primary clection

March 7: LWVIL Issues Bricfing
March TBA: Program Planning
March: Women's History Month
March 11: Board mecting

Please Check the web site for times and locations!

“The League of Women Voters of the United States supports equal rights}
for all under state and federal law. The LWVUS supports legislation to equal ]
z¢ the legal rights, obligations, and benefits available to same-geader couples|
fith those available to heterosexual couples. LWVUS supparts legislation to}
jpeemit same-geader couples to marry under civil law. The League believes|
khat the civil status of marriage s already clearly distingnished from the reli]
Bious institution of mardage and that religious dghts will be preserve
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Board of Directors
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Jane Partridge Director-at-Large

Cindy Morehew Director-at-Large
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Carol Russ E-Alerts, LWV-LMR Liaison
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Diane Sanderson Newsletter Editor
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Snowflakes

1 coudinted till they danced

Their slippers Leaped the

And Ehewy, { took,a pencil

To wote the rebels doww.

And thew they grew so jolly

tdid resigw the prig,

And tew of vy once stately
toes.

Are marshalled for a jig!
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Holiday Luncheon

Carrie Chapman Catt Award

Our annual Holiday Luncheon on December
3 featured intercsting information about ten
“Fabulous First Ladies” Historian Barry
Bradford, who spoke at last year's luncheon
about women who have ron for President,

Barry Bradford

told us about the remarkable achievements of
Frances Cleveland, Edith Wilson, Sarah Polk,

Important Meeting February 26!

Coolidge, Lucy
Hayes  and
Hasriet  Lane,
as well as the
better-known

The First Ladies

Eleanos vy e
Roosevelt, g "
Lady  Bird

Johnson, Dolley Madison and Betty Ford.

We presented the Cartic Chapman Catt award
to Jane Partridge. This was in recognition of|
ber four years as co-president of the League
leading the 2006/2007 Immigration study, dir-
ecting programs on health care, the 2010
Census Count, redistricting, and a Constitu-
tional Convention, and presenting a book re-
view on Frances Perkins.

Turn to Luncheon, Page 3

Once a year our League members have the

opportunity to decide issues we want to focus

on in 2016-2017. What do we want to learn
= about and to advocate?

Our response to National's proposed issues is
needed as well as discussion of issues for our
local League focus.

LWV proposcs that we focus action on
Making Democracy Work; to include
redistricting reform, voting rights, and money
in politics rcform, and not take on new
studies. We must respond to LWV by March
1,2016.

For our local program, we will decide whether
to retain, change, or delete any of our local
positions, which are printed in the
Membership Directory. Members can  also

—Emily Dickinson Propose new local studics.

Let's discuss this on Friday, February 26th at
1:00 p.m. at Terry Desmond's home, while we
enjoy sweet and healthy treats.

Come to 1681 Yale Court, Lake Forest. RSVP
at www.hwv-Iflb.org or call Liz ar 847-234-
1612,



http://www.lwv-lflb.org

Co-Presidents’ Letter

Dear League members,

As this newsletter shows, we're off to a
busy new year. We would like to
increase attendance at our events, both
by members and the public, so please
give Lengue priority in your calendar

LWVIL Issues Briefing -

planning, Your local board puts a great
deal of thought in organizing thesc
cducational programs.

We know we are effective in advocacy

from the positive reception we feceive
from  legislators,  other  reform

You are invited!

What are the main issues for Leaguc
members jn Illinois this winter? Come
to hear this timely forum. The LWVIL
will bref members on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 27 ar University Center, 525
South State Street.

Gun Violence Prevention led by US
Rep. Robin Kelly of the
20d District Illinois will be
the first plenary session.
Three
offered following that ses-

workshops  axc
R Kelly

Fulfilling the Promise of Public
Bducation will be led by fil
Dr. Roger Eddy, Executive
Director of the Illinois As-
sociation of School Boards.

R Eddy

Cynthin Canary from the Tndependent
will

Maps  Amendment  Campaign

present The 2016 Redis-
tricting Amendment - Pet-
suading the Public That It
¥ will Make a Diffetence.
canary

The third option is the Illinois Clean
r Jobs Bill, with Elaine Nekritz
r' I (sponsor of the bill) and Jen
L Waling  of the ¥
Iilinois

mental Council.

Environ-

2y M;‘alh'ng
Mark Walsh, Campaign Director of the

Ilinois Council ~ Against
Handgun Violence, will be
available
ested during the box lunch
break.

for those inter-

Plenary session 11 is The
Outlook ~ for
Justice Refore in Illinois

Criminal

: ik
featuring  Rodger Heaton, R Heaton

Candidate Debates Planned

organizations, and parade-watchers.

Sce you at the important Progem
Planning Meeting Feb. 26th.

Liz and Wy
Co-presidents

)

Afternoon workshops include Stand
Up for Healthy Water, Effects of
Mental Health Problems on Prison-
and  Consolidate,

Chair of the state commis-
sion on the topic, and John
Maki, the
Illinois Criminal Justice In-
formation Authority

director  of

ers in Illinois,
Eliminate, or Continue to Fund -
what to do about- over-6900 - unizs—of
government in Ilinois. (More details at

Iovil.org)

A new feature is dinner and dialogue at
nearby restaurants for those who want
to continue discussions or to meet other

League members.

Please contact Liz Bradner as soon as
possible if you would like to actend this
February 27th evend

One of our finest services to the voting
public is to hold a candidate debate be-
fore each election. Voters hear opening
statements from each candidate; then
they may ask questions. Candidates can

didates
races.

for the contested Democrat

Thete are two candidates for 10th Con-
gressional  District:  former  US

respond to theix opp
On Sunday, February 28, four Leagues
(Lake Forest-Lake Bluff, Decrficld,
Highland Pack/Highwood and Glencoe-
Glenview) will jointly present the can-

" Brad Schncider and
Highland Park Mayor Nancy Roteding
antl two for Lake County State's Attor-
ney: attorneys Matt Stanton and Michael
Perillo Jr. No R i inati

Come to the Highland Pack Country
Club, 1201 Park Avenue, Highland Pack
at 1:30 on Feb, 28 to hear this important
debace.

We will prescnt a debate in October,
tentatively on October 16, for the gen-
ceal election. At that time, the Republic-
an, Democrat and  Independent

are contested at the Jocal level.

didates will be invited to particip

—

LEAGUE LINEs
PAGE 2
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Money in Politics

Thomas Edsall
wrote in the
New York Tinies
"Nearly every-
one in America
yrees that there
too much in-
Fuence seeking
money in polit-
ics, cxcept for
the people «

X major focus this year was the LWV
swdy of money in poliics. The
League’s current position on campaign
finance does not address donors' rights

speech. Ic deals with the public's
tight to know about candidates and sets
gonls of combating corruption and un-
due influence, togecher with providing
equitable funding opportunities for can-
didntes.

‘Scott Drury
benefit from it."

We held a public forum on November
9, 2015, at the Fisst Presbyterian
Church, Lake Forest, entided Dermoracy
and Governance in a Post-Citizens United
U.S. Speakers were State Representative
Scott Drury of the 58th District; David

Before the event

Melton, Execut-
ive Director,
The new position will address donors' < Tllinois Campaign
tights. The Supreme Court's Citigens " for Dolitical Re-
United decision dealt with the issue of L form; Mary

Schaafsma, Exec-
utive Director of
the League of
Women  Voters
of Hlinois; and
Benjamin Singer,

First Amendment (frce-specch) rights
of donors, candidates and independent
spenders.

The purpose of the 2015 LWV study

was to update and clarify our positon. Mary Schaafsma

ics

Consensus Meeting: Money in Poli

Campaign Manager for MAYDAY.US.

Representative Drury discussed how
fund-raising affects campaigning and
serving in office. Mary Schaafsms

_ - stressed the
League’s interest
transpareny
of donors. ¥/

matching
system  moving
toward  public
financing. They
regret that a candidate’s fond-raising
prowess is often seen as a predictor of
electoral success,
cather than
his/her  fitness
for office. Ben-
jamin  Singec
also spoke for
small donor
matching to
fight corruption
and to elect re-
formers.

David Mefton

We then met on January 15 at Lake
Forest College to determine consensus
on the LWV money in politics ques-
tions. Only members participated and
their opinions have been submitted to

sensus, it is helpful to look at
the LWV Handbook for Suc- (3
cessful Consensus Meetings.

The dictionary defines
consensus as  “collective
opinion or concord, general
agreement or accord.” The
term is often used (1) inter-
changeably with the term
“member agreement” to
refer to the overall decision-
making (2) to refer to a
specific technique used to
discuss and artive at con-
clusions on issues.

David Muelier, Wyn Cain. Marilyn Turchi
Consensus Participants

Used as a technique for reaching
agreement, CONsensus is a process

To better under the process of con- whereby members participate in a

Carol Gayle
Presenting

group discussion of an is-
sue. The  “consensus”
reached by members|
through group discussion is
not a simple majority, nor is|
it unanimity, but refers to]
the overall “sense of thel
group”.

Member agreement]
emerges from the give and
take that comes from group|
interaction and the ex|
change of  viewpoints.
Listening to and participat-|
ing in discussion helps to shape the|
recommendations.

The goal of consensus is to incor]

Torn to Consensus, Page 5
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New LWVUS Constitutional Amendment Position

Following the consensus meetngs Tast
fall (in which we participated), the na-
tional LWV board adopted a new p

don on the constitutional convention
process of proposing amendments to
the U. 8. Constirution. The entire text
of the press release is printed below.

To summarize:

1. The Convention must not be conduc-
ted in secret;

2. Represcntation at the Convention
must be based on population rather
than one state, one vote; and delegates
should be elected rather than appinted;

3. Voting must be by delegate, not by
4. The Convention must be limited to a
specific topic;

5. Only state resolutions on a single top-

LWV Press Release Re: Constitutional Amendments

ic count when determining if a Con-
vention should be called;

6. The validity of state calls should be
determined by the most recent action of
the state.

Further, (o prevent a runaway conven-
ton, proposals that are more suited to a
statutory, detailed approach rather than
2 constitutional approach are not to be
considered.

The League of Women Voters today
announced a new position calling for
to govern the

process  of

to the US. C

convention proposing

MacNamam, president of the League
of Women Voters of the United States.

“We cannot afford to have a chaotic or

“The League belicves that procedural
safeguards must be put in place to pro-
tect democratic values and ensure that
any proposed amendments reflect the
concerns of citizens,” said Elisabeth

Consensus, from Page 4

process for amending
the Constirution. We can't afford to let
special interests dominate a constitu-
tonal convention,” MacNamara contin-

There are many cutrent proposals for

constitutional amendments, from both
the right and the political lefs, from a
Balanced Budget Amendment to one
curbing the cghts of corporations.
“Everyone should be concetned what 2
runaway, topsy-turvy Constitutional
Convention might do. Before we head
into uncharted territory that could af-
fect our basic principles of government
and our individual rights, we need to

Turn to LWV Position, Page 7

porate the interests of all pard-
cipants in building meaningful
agreement. It does not that mean
that everyone is equally supportive
of the agreement, but it does mean
that all participants believe they have
been heard and that the agreement
reflects their concerns.

People can consent without agree-
ing. One individual cannot simply
%lare a block to consensus. The
group must agree that they have not
reached consensus.

Sometimes a dissenter holds the keys
to the wisdom of the group. Ad-
dressing the concerns and reserva-
tions of a dissenter often improves
the quality of decision making
the entire group.

Occasionally members will ask
“can’t we just take a vote.” The an-

swet is ‘no’. Voting is no substitute
for the informal and meaningful give
and take of discussion and agrec-

The end of the meeting review:

The last ten ot fifteen minutes at the
end of the meeting should be used
for the recorder to review the notes
and reaffirm the sense of the meet-
ing. This reassures everyone that
their thoughts have been heard. It
will also clarify where
agreement  has  been
reached. (Comments

be added to the form
member wishes to express
her/his opinion.)

Afterthoughts
Widespread member e

derstanding and  ag e
ment is a foundativeu

value of the League of Women
Voters. The participation of many
Leagues in studies makes this pos-
sible. Your contribution is invaluable
to the national study committee in

inuing this legacy of
deliberation.

(The entire handbook can be found by
searching "LWV consensus handbook™)

S et Cunthia McKenzie, Ann Hamlin

Consensus Participants
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Teen and Young Adult Mental Health Event

LEAGUE LINES

Our focus on health care defense led us
to concern about protecting and pro-
moting mental health in young people.
After learning that the Affordable Care
Act provides the same treatment bene-
fits for mental as for physical health, we
invited Dr. Mark Reinecke to speak on
January  28th.
CROYA (Com-
mittee  Repres-
enting  Our
Young Adules)
co-partnered
with uvs and
hosted the well-
attended event.

We were very
fortunate to
have Dr. Reinecke, who is the Chief of
Psychology at Northwestern's Feinberg
School of Medicine and in clinical prac-

tice with children
! v
>

and  adolescents.
Steve Potsic

Mark Reinecke

We were also for-
tunate to have our

member Dr.
Steven Potsic
moderate the

event. He is a MD
retired from a ca-
reer in  public
health.

Event Crowd

Tony Beltzan, Exccutive Director of the
Lake County Health Department, de-
scribed services available from his
agency. Lauren Giles, Individual and
Family Counselor with Family Services
of Lake County, provided additional in-
formation.

CROYA Esecutive Director Todd Nahi-
gian spoke about services provided by
that organization. High School District
115 was represented by Dean John Mey-
e, who is also on the Adult Board of
CROYA.

Dr. Reinecke de-
scribed the tasks
that young adults
must master, going
from chiidhood to
adulthood.  Eighty

Independent Map Amendment—Petition Drive

Committee Representing Our Young Adults

il, but 20% have
difficulty. They
learn  autonomy,
becoming  self.
sufficient,  self-
directed persons
able to function
in society. They
learn  friendship,

e with social skills
Todd Nahigian and a sense of
belonging,

Achievement comes through academic
competence and development of real-
istic vocational goals. Spisituality and
values grow with increasing use of ab-
stract as opposed to concrete thinking.

Sexual development deals with a 10-year
2ap between reproductive maturation
and socially responsible behavior. Fi-
nally, adolescents experiment with pos-
sible selves and setle on their own
self-concept. ‘On this course, untoward
things happen, and teens and young
adults need to develop resilience.

w’

|
v

The petition drive to put drawing state
legislative boundaties on the fall 2016
ballot has collected 503,500 signatures
and 96,500 more are needed by Aprl
30, 2016.

While our League members collected
350 of those signatures, we could do
better! Consider that we have appros-
imately 90 members, and each petition
has room for 10 names. Do the math.
If each member turned in one petition,
how many signatures would we have
collected? Another factor to consider is
that some members have submitted sev-
eral completed petitions! Are we feeling

a bit guiley?

According to the Independent Map
Amendment website, Jan Goldberg of
LWV LaGrange Area has set a personal
goal of obtaining 2000 signatures by

Spring of this year. As of July 2015 she
had already collected aver 600 signa-

‘This campaign is supported by Change
Illinois, the Illinois Chamber of Com-
merce, the Union League Club, the
League of Women Voters of Illinois,
Independent Voters of Illinois, and
Business and Professional People for
the Public Interest, our State Senator
Julie Morzison of the 29th District, and
our State Representative Scott Drury of
the 58th District. If passed, districts
would be drawn by 2 commission inde-
pendent of the political parties.
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Lake County League News

Our friends in the Lake County Leaguc
registered  voters at  Carmel High
School, Lake Zurich High School, War-
ren Township High School and at
Christo Rey St. Martin College Prep
High Sthool Diane Sanderson and
Susan Zingle organized these registra-
tions. League and volunteers from other
organizations helped register.

Deputy Registrars met students cager
esercise their civic right and duty
vote. As many as ten Deputy Registrars
were kept busy as students took time
from their lunch hour to register. The

LWV Position, from Page 5

17- and 18-year olds looked very proud
as they carried their receipts away. A
few older citizens were also registered at
these cvents.

County voters can hear and question
candidates for 10th Congressional Dis-
trict and for State’s Attorney on Sunday
February 21 at 1:30 M. at the Round
Lake Beach Cultural and Civic Center,
2007 N. Civic Center Way, Round Lake
Beach. 1t is cosponsored by the Round
Lake Arca Library and radio station
WRLR 98.3 which will broadcast live.

Rosemary Heilemann
The Lake County Women's Coalition
will honor Deetfield Leaguer Rosematy
Heilemann ¢ Bonnie Brook Restautant
in Waukegan on March 5, fot her public
service.

make sure some basic rules are in
place” according to MacNamara.

The League suppozts chese safeguards
for a Constitutional Convention:

1) The Convention must be transparent
and not conducted in secret;

2) Representation at the Convention
must be based on population mther
than one state, one vote; and delegates
should be clected rather than appointed;
3) Voting at the Convention must be by
delegate, not by state;

4) The Convention must be limited to a
specific topie;

5) Only state resolutions on a ¢
topic count when determining if &
vention should be called; and

6) The validity of state calls for an Art
icle V Constitutional C: ion should

provides for two ways to amend the

be determined by the most recent action
of the state.

The new League position is cspecially
relevant because the Balanced Budget
Amendment is close to achieving the
number of states nceded to require
Congress to call a convention. “The
states that have called for 2 convention
on the Balanced Budget Amendment
have not provided for the safeguards
that are necessary. Any calls for a consti-
tutional convention must have builtin
protections to ensuse it is not hijacked
by a small minority,” MacNamara said.

Atticle 5 of the US. Constitution

LWV Sues to Protect Voting Rights

Congress can initiate an
amendment or, if two-thirds of the
states petition Congress to do so, 2
Constitutional Convention can be called
to propose amendments. Under cither
i proposed

must be eatified by three-fourths of the
states in order to take effect. There has
never been a constitutional convention
called under the US, Constitution.

“There are many unresolved questions
about the powers and processes of an
Article V' Constitutional Convention.
These problems must be solved before
America embarks on 2 dangerous jour-
ney,” MacNamaca concluded.

LWV US and affiliates in three states
filed suit on February 12, 2016 in federal
distict court to reverse action by the
Executive Director of the US, Election
Assistance Commission (EAC) which
restrictes federal voter

Alabama, Georgia and Kansas.

LWV President Elisabeth MacNamara
said, "voters should not have to face an
obsticle coutse to participate and vote."

EAC Director Brian Newby unilaterally
ruled states may require documentary

proof of citizenship on federal voter re-
gistration application forms. His de-
cision was made without a vote of the
full commission, despite that being a re-
quirement of the 2002 Help America
Vote Act.

ing a ruling of the U.S. Court of
Appeals (Kobach v. EAC), LWV Mac-
Namnara stated her expectation that the
EAC action would be declared iliegal on
the basis that its language is state-specif-

She further stated, “This is now the
ifth time the EAC has been pushed to
give a different answer to the same
question. Enough is enough. They can
keep coming back but we will not tire
of making surc they continve to fail”

“We had hoped that a reconstituted
EAC would focus on improving elec-
tion administration. This action by the
executive director would make the elec-
tion system worse. His action challenges
the impardality of the commission,” ac-
cording to MacNamara.
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Feb. 26: Program Planning
Feb. 27: Issues Bricfing
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bermie same-gender couples to matry under civil law. The League believes|
shat the civil status of marriage is already cleadly distinguished from the reli
gious institution of marriage and that religious rights will be preserved.”|
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Vox Bopuli

(Where is the informed
now?

Daily wew wrinkles

| Appear on vy brow.

[Poputi’s vox exhorts,
“Reubes, follow me!

' the meatiest wut

o the tree;

S0 what if muy words

And the facts dow't agree!”|

How distyessing it is,
Confusing, at best; and...
[There's so Little time

To prepare for the testt

LEAGUE LINES

League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

Breaking Newa!

radnet o Caldornia-Bound!

on Wednesday, June 22 at Kitry
Cole’s house. Even if you can't stay
for the business meeting, please
stop by and raise a toast to Liz.

After two yoars as Peosident and
five years as Treasurer, Liz Bradner
is heeding a call from California
We will miss her quiet determined
leadership, het passion for ssues,
and hec smile as winsome as
parades she marched in

Call Wyn Cain for further
information (847-295-3471).

See more pictutes of Liz and

Please join us in honoring
League actwities on Page 61

the LWV-LF/LB Anaual I\Iee(mg

Primary Election Debate

Candidates for contested pacty nomunations  election.

debated on Februaty 28 at the Highland Park

Country Club. An estmated 300 people Also debating that day were Democeat

artended! candidates for Lake County state’s atworney
Martt Stanton and  Michael
Representatives of the Leagues of Lake Pecllo. They stressed the
Forest/Lake Bluft, Highland Pack/Highwood, overturned  conviction  rate
Deetfield and Glencoe planned the debate under Srate’s Arcorney
over several months. Tecey Desmond, Ann Michael
Grant, Wyn Cain and Liz participated from Nethein, M.
LWV-LE/LB. Mr. Stanton  Stanton
proposed @
Democrats sceking the nomination for 10th  deferced prosecution

Distcct Congressman were Nancy Roteting - progeam. Me. Pecilo plans 2
and Brad Schneider. ‘Their convicion integity

policy positions weee simiar  which would ceview past and
on gun violence prevention,  present cases. Both supporred more diversity

Mr. Perillo

A for Istacl, in the state’s attorney’s office. Mz. Perillo later
i immigeation  reform  and  won the nomination.
i politics. M.

her
ability to get
things done, like the HP
assault weapons han. Former
Congressman Schneider
asserted his 1b‘|liry to “hit the
ground cunning” due to his
relationships with elected ofticials. He WOM 1 with representatives of other Leagues at the
the nomination in the Maech 15 primacy Primary Debate

Ms. Rotering




Co-Presidents’ Letter

What an active year we've hadt ‘Thete
are s0 many opportunities to be
ivalved and leamn about a variety of
issues.

Reading the articles in this newsletter
will remind you of all that has been
happening in the League of Women

Voters of Lake Forest/Lake DIV We
hope you have bencfitted from the
varied events that have been offercd.

As our mission states, our nonpartisan
orgaization  “works  fo  increase
undecstanding of major public policy
issues, and influence public policy
theough education and advocacy”

Dessert and Program Planning

Tets keep up the good workl  Were
looking forward o sceing all League
members at the  Anoual  Mecting
Wednesday, June 22nd. Save the datc
and come join this social rime with your
Leaguc fricnds.

Liz and Wyn

“Where to spend our energies in 2016-
2017 was the subject of a Dessert and
Program Planning social on February
26.

Tecry Desmond stepped up at the last
minute o
host at  his
lovely home
in  Ambery
7 Woods.
Jane Pact-
ridge’s choc-
olate  cake
and Linda Bactmes’ homemade scones
would have been enough reasons to
gather, but we had business to attend to
as well.

* i

Agency,
] scribed the need
for public aware-
ness and action
on the spread of

— . .
Peter Bensinger  Neroin use in the

notthern  suburbs. The  heroin
problem would fi within our focus
on the Affordable Care Act, which
was supported

He also appealed to us to circulate
more pettions  for the Independent
Mups amendment. Challenges are ex-
pected to the more than enough signa
tures already gatheted. The coalitior
seeks 50% more signatuces than legally
requited.

In addition, we decided to continue ac-
tion on Gun Violence Prevention, the

Liz and Joy Guscott-Mueller

Annual Meeting Coming Soon!

State Fiscal Crisis and Climate Change.
he members

to include in
. ourphns \4
= the LWVUS
acton plan to
Q ' Make Demo-
‘ ’ cracy Work. This ]
has three pasts: Money in
Politics, Voting Rights and Voter Pro-
tection, and Redisteicting Re-
form (see the Independent
Maps deive in Iilinois).

LWVUS decided to cecom-
mend to its convention that no
oew studies be undertaken but
rather that effort be focused
on action to solve these three
problems. The seven focus
areas were later supported by
our local League board and
will be recommended for ad-
option at our annual meeting
in Juoe.

Be sure to mack June 22 on your
calendec] That's the date of our annual
meeting, where the very important work
of planning our peogram for the
coming year, adopting a budget, and
looking at proposed changes to bylaws
will be accomplished.

Kitty Cole has graciously offeced her
home for the meeting, which will begin
at 6:45.

Dinner will be provided. Pleasc RSVP
ASAP! Please eclude $25 per attendee
to cover costs. RSVP to LWV-LF/LB,
PO Box 645, Lake Forest IL 60045,

Monday June 22 at 5:30 PM
Kitty Cole’s home
(addess on request)

Lake Forest, [linios




.WVIL Issues Briefing

Leaguers from Lake Forest, Lake Blutf,
Highland Park and Glencoe met with
Representative Drury and  separately
with Senator Morrison w0 discuss
LWVIL questions on state fiscal policy,
gun violence  prevention,  voter
registration, the education funding
formula, criminal justice, protecting the
envitonment and a health care issue.

Senator Morrison does not expect a
state budget until aftee the fll election,
sioce it might change the pacties’
steength in the legislature. She thinks a
bill requiring licensing of all gun dealers
is the most likely to succeed. She has
introduced 2 handful of bills to prevent
gun violence, none of which have been
passed.  Semator Morrison supports
automatic voter registration and closer
access to eady voting She s
sympathetic  to  downstate  school
districts which don't have the assessed
valuation to suppost good schools, but
she won't support a redistsibution of
state school aid that would take funding
from schools in her district.

Senator Motrison ageees with the goal
of reducing the prison popularion,

What a dose of reality was
delivered by State Senator Julie
Mortison, State Representative
Scott Drury and Executive
Director of the Center for Tax
and  Budget Accountability
Ralph Martire at the League’s
forum on state fiscal policy in
Apsil.

Drury pointed out that both
Republicans and Democeats
proposed unbalanced budgets
for 2015-2016. Neither side
was prepated to make the
spending cuts or the fax
increases necessary to write a
balanced budger. Mortison said the
decrease in the income tax rate in eacly
2015 created insufficient cevenue to
operate the state. Drury said the

Understanding the Budget Impass

possibly by 25%. She also ageees
teleased prisoners should be given a
state 1D to make it possible for them to
get jobs and housing, She thinks there
should be limits on use of expungement
of the record for possession of small
amounts of macjuana. She supports re-
quiting providecs with religious objoc-
tions to fully inform their paticnts about
alternative  treatments  (for  example,
abortion) even though the provider
himself might be opposed.

Representanve Drury has voted against
piecemeal funding, even when proposed
by Democratic leadeeship because he
believes that takes the incentive away
fiom passing a full state Dbudget.
Everyone in the legislatuce agrees
revenue must be increased but not
which taxes or which, if any, of
Raunec’s agenda to pass.  In the
meantime, the Comptroller is deciding
which bills to pay and that is a “tecipe
for cortuption”. He says we need a
graduated income tax that is revenue
increasing, not neutral.

violence

prevention,
advocates

On  gun
Representative

Participants discuss Hlinois’ fiscal woes at L. F. College

piccemenl funding of state programs
like clementary and higher education
celieved the pressure to adopt an ovecall
budget, and thus the public is not
motivated (o insist.

handatory liceosing of gun dealors by
the federal government. This would
stop guns Fowing into Illinois From
other states, in spite of our relatively
strict gun laws. He is a co-sponsoc of
automatic voter registration.

e agrees that more money is necessary
for education but points out that other
factors limit school success also. He
apposes sending all of our property tax
revenue levied for education to the state
to redistribute, since the state might use
it for other progeams.

Representative Drury serves on  the
Legislative Commission on  Criminal
Justice where he has learned that mental
dlness issues affect 33% of the prison
population.  The Commission will
report in July. He notes that towns with
prisons depend on the goods and
services the prisons buy there.

Representative Drury is a co-sponsor of
the Clean Power Plant and the Coal Tar
legislation.  He also believes women
should be told all options in birth
conteol, since they have the right of
choice.

Martice provided data showing
that Tllinos has the lowest taxes
of all its neighboring states. He
advocated raising the income tax
rate and creatng a graduated
income tax, applying the sales tax
to secvices, and rxing retiting
income, again as do surrounding
states

Both legislators indicated  they
would compromise by passing
some of the governor's agenda,
such as teem  limits  and
independent  mapping  of
legistative  disteicts, but  not
union-weakening  proposals ot
tort reform. The hope seems to be quiet
negotiating by cank-and-file legislators,
not the leaders in Springfield. This is
presently going on.




WV-LC News

while LWV-Lake County operates with
just a board and no direct members, it
fulfills many of the same functions as
the three local Leagues. Candidate de-
bates, legislative interviews, and voter re-
lgisrrations are conducted for those areas
ot secved by dhe local League chaptets
in Lake County,

Legislative interviews ace a good way to
build relationships with state represent-
atives and state senators. League mem-
bers discuss with state elected officials
those issues identihed by LWVIL as
heeding attention. This helps with ad-
vocacy efforts as bills LVIL supports
0 theough the legislative process.

[This spring, L\WV-LC boacd members
met with State Senator Terry Link, State
Representative Rita Magficld, and State
[Representative Sam Yingling There is a
pending meeting with  State  Senator
[Melinda Bush.

[Over the months leading up to the
Jprimary, LWV-LC Directors registeced a
tecord number of new voters at sis high
schools, sometimes with help from local
League deputy cegistiats. Also befoce

the primary, the League co-sponsored a

two coalitions, Livable Lake County
(LLC) and Clean Power Lake Counry
{CPLC). LLC educates and advocates
for sustainable transportation and eco-
nomic development, along with preser-
vation of natural cesources i Lake
County.

Its current campaign is against the ex-
tension of Re 53 into Lake County.
LWV-LC has objected to many aspects
of the project for decades

CPLC is actively teying to close the
NRG Enetgy (NRG) owned coal buen-
ing plant i Waukegan and is pushing for
a smooth rransition foc the workees and
the City of Waukegan. The plant pol-
lutes the air, pollutes Lake Michigan, and
stores hazacdous coal ash.

LWV-LC Directors have testified in
Speingfield and locally befote the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency and
the Ilinois Poliution Control Board.
Directors have artended environmental
callics, press confecences, and a NRG
shaccholder meeting Currently, mem-
bers are asking County and State leggslat-
ot to sign a letter 10 NRG asking for

debate in Round Lake for the 10th Gon-
oressional Democeatic candidates and
candidates for Lake County State’s At-
torney.

As pace of LWV-LC Program, Kathleen
Wasik continued her successtul work on
the Tllinois Violeat Death Reporting
[System.  Local  League  chapters
throughout the state were sent new up-
dates about the project. Some chapters
have expressed intecest and recuested
more information. Recently the Ann &
Robert H. Lurie Childeen’s Hospital sent
a letter (see next page) commending Kath-
leen’s efforts.

LWV-LC is involved in a number of en-
vironmental initiatives. It wocks with

clean energy i

Other envitonmental efforts include at-
tending the Citizens Advisory Group
monthly meetings concermning  the
cleanup of the Waukegan Hacbor and
acatby beown fields. In addition, a LWV-
LC Director is mvolved with the Des
Dlaines River Watershed Group.

its local
ef‘fmts LWV-IC is collaborating with
the Chicago Metcopolitan Agency for
Planning (CMAP) by co-sponsoting two
regional planning wockshops in June.
One will be in Geayslake and one in
Waukegan. The Waukegan meeting will
be in English and Spanish.

These workshops present the Burnham

pln and topical ssues affecting the
Chicago cegion. Pacticipates’ nput will
help develop the 2050 comprehensive
plan which will be implemented in 2018
for the Chicago region.

Lo May, LWV-LC held another type of]
tegional outreach effort. The League
signed on with the Chicago Community
Trust and held one of the “On the
Table” discussions. This was the third
year the Trust has sought such com-
munity input, and was expecting over|
50,000 participants

d Stan Sanderson
r the Table"

The premise was that over a meal guests
would discuss their community and sug-
gestions for action to drive progress
accoss the region. League members
from the three local League chapters in
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff, Fighland Parl/
Highwood, and Deecfield along with al
member from Glenview/Glencoe, and
cepresentatives from Lake Fotest Open
Lands and Mothers Trust enjoyed a
light luncheon buffet at the First Pres-
byterian Chucch in Lake Forest. At four|
tables, approximately 30 men and wo-
men shated interesting perspectives and
completed a sucvey.

LWV-LC is looking forward to a busy|
fall with candidate debates at multiple;
locations, aumerous voter registration
drives, theee high school mock elections,|
and continuing action on out focus is-
sues. All League members are welcome
at our board meeting on the thicd Wed-,
nesday of the month. Contact Lindal
Bartmes for more information.

Lansembar! LaN-LFJLE Annical Mool Teenn 327




Letter honoring Kathteen Wusik’s efforts (see article, previous page)

-~
S # Ann & Robert H. Lurie
Children's Hospitat of Chicago

May 9, 2016

Ms. Mary Matthews

Co-President

League of Women Voters - Lake County
P.O. Box 645

Lake Forest, 1L 60045

Dear Ms. Matthews:

On behalf of Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, | wish to thank and commend
the League of Women Voters of Lake County for their outstanding support for the Iltinois Violent
Death Reporting System (IVDRS). t understand from Maryann Mason that the efforts of Kathleen
Wasik have been highly instrumental and essential for engaging the coroners of Lake and
Winnebago Counties and the Lake County Sheriff to guarantee their participation in this critically
important project. Ms. Wasik has spent countless hours networking and meeting with county
officials, including the Lake County officials to advance participation of the Coroner’s Office.

Ms. Wasik is also a member of the IVDRS Advisory Committee and attends quarterly meetings
where she provides valuable insight as an informed citizen and League member. ftis her

atthe g ts level that people to address the problem of violence in
our ities and work toward ing solutions.

Without the assistance of the League of Women Voters of Lake County, IVDRS would not have the
exposure and advocacy required to make it a successful surveillance system.

Sincerely,

Patrick M. Magoon
President & CEO

cc: Maryann Mason
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snow Your Government Awards Announced

AWV-LF/LB encourages local middle

schoo! students to learn

5 about our government

offering our annual

“Know Your Govern-

ment Award” for out-
standing achievement.

AN,

Stephanie Victor presented the awards
at Deecpath Middle School to three 8th

Fund-Raising

graders who encelled
on the US Constitution
test and class participa-
tion. They are Mary
Margarer ~ Reay, AJ.
=Shaw and William Dee.

Anne Vanderbilt presented awards o
Julia Tanoa, William Shen and Catherine

Terkildsen  at  lake Biuff Middie
School’s honors assembly. All the Lake
Bluff awardees had
the test,

scores on

Congratwlations
award winners!

Thinking that our League needs mote
funds to provide programs and to cover
per member payment increases from the
state and national Leagues, the board
initiated a fund-raising project.

A committee of Tom  Meskel
(chaicman), Macilyn  Tucchi, Joy
Guscott-Mueller, Ann  Grant, Steve

Potsic, Liz and Wyn planned to solicit
local businesses. For $75, they can have
theic busincss advertised in  our

New Board Position

newsletter, membership
directory, website and
Facebook. The
businesses would be
identified a3 supporters
of the League. We plan
to solicit 200 members
of the Chamber of
Commerce and other
firms used by our
members.

¢ Fine Fich Fast

Proud Supporter of the League of Women Voters—LFAB

¢  Wholly
Mackerelt

I-555—5%5—55%5

The Board established a new position
of Co-Vice president of Program and
Volusiteer Support.

The cesponsibility of the position will

be to establish interest groups and find
volunteers to help with programs and
special events.

Sharon Borg offered to take this

Your Article? Your Pictures?

position, stacting  after the annual

meeting Junc 22.

The goal will be to increase member
participation in League.

Vour publisher hates empty spacel

This could be your article. Wouldn't you like to share
your take on things? Remember the reporter’s Five Ws~

Wio, What, When, Where and Why!

Let your inner writer out!

If writing isn't your thing, what about
photographv? As a recent e-News art-
icle from LWVIL proclaimed, “We

LOVE Pictuyres!”

The article gave some great suggestions
for picture takers.

+ Obtain permission if photogeaph-

ing a minor, If aca school, check
with the administrators.

+ Close ups are good.

« Group shots where individuals are
too tiny to identify are usually bad.

¢ People photos need names.

Is the picture fuzzy, out of focus, or
really small’ Many smart phones are
capable of taking excellent photos, but a
dedicated camera often  produces
superior tesults.

We do love pictuces! If you attend a
League event, bring your camera and
click away. Select the best and shace
them with vs!
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Calendar

June 13 LWV-LWV/LB Board Mecting
June 16-19: National convention

June 22 LWV-LEF/LB Annual Meeting

June 23 LWV-Lake County Annual Mecting
July 4 March in Lake Bluff 4th of July Parade
Avg3:  March in Lake Forest Day Parade
Aug10:  LWV-LWV/LB Board Meeting

Sep?  Fall Kick-off Meeting TBA

“The League of Women Voters of the United States supports equal rights
for all wnder state and federal law. The LWVUS supports legislation to equal-
ize the legal rights, obligations, and bencfits available to same-gender couples
with those available to heterosexual couples. LWVUS supports legislation to
pecmit same-gendec couples o marry under civil liw. The League believes
that the civil status of mardiage is alrendy clearly distinguished from the reh-
gious institution of marriage and tha religious rights will be presceved.”
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League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

The Right to Vote

Sue Sheltan White (I887-1943
came from Headersoo, TN, She
was w teacher und coure reg

who worked with hosh miliane
and mainstream southern
frage groups. \While mr\mk a5
sdio of T gt

she was irap

e l’mldnu i

She tovred che

an Special” rain, T
degree in 1923, was activ in the
New Deal and hefped creae the.
Socil Securiry program

Come together Sunday, Sepiember 18 from
300 o 300 PM. at 535 E Spruce, lake
Forest with our member, Honorable Susan
Garrett and all your other membee fricads
and possible new members to hear what
Susan has to say. She will speak on the omely
and fascinating e
“INSIDE [LLINOIS
POLITICS.”

& Susun cepresented s as
~ an Mllinois Staw Repres-
entative and as an Hlinois
{ State Seoator. Now she
1 is chairman of a0 organ-
izadon called  Hlinois
Campaiga for Polidcal
Reform.

Join us for the update followed by a glass of

wine and some refreshments in a lawe 1800%
farmhousc restored and expanded to an ex-

quisice 215¢ cencury home, surrounded by
perennial gardens fearured in the North Shorc -

Garden Walk. The home is situated on what
was called “Strawberry Fields Farm” wheo |
Lake Forast began.

Please reply to Linda (847) 234-7069 by
September 13.

An RSYP is reques-
twd, but not re-
quiced.  Seating is
limited.

Mermbers, please let
Linda know if you
need a nde.

President's Letter

Dear Teague members,

What a time to belong o the Leaguc
of Women Voters! The need to
educare and advocate at all levels of
government has never been greater
than i this election year.

At the LWV national convention in
Washington D.C. ¢his past June, Liz
Bradnee and I were reminded of the
nced to increase participation in the
democratic process.

Through the issues voted on at
June  Annual  Meedng, our
advancing that pardcipation.

League is
Watch  for
stimulating actvities on the environment, gun
violence prevention, fiscal policy, health care

et Toner gy

and candidate debates. Learn more about
interest group opportunities and upcoming
programs that help us educate and advocate
(wr out imporant issues.

Sec President’s Letter continued on Page 2




Presidents’ Letter- continued from P. 1

Annual Meeting Report

d hear  Hon the Hall of Strues in the US. Capirg

e au @@ ] Susan Garreu  she commented at the Suffrage Starge
our  Membership bricfly  give us ol the three women and noted thy
Social that kicks- ‘ behind-the scencs  there was 2 part that representeq
off our new year - "~ Jiosight into Tinois  “unfinished business™
Sunday. Seprember A polincs and  the
18th. _ A 3 i —she - Howapy: that cven todag we age

: leads: the Ulinois carrying on  with out “unfinisheq
It's a greac time 1 Campaign for  business” issues.  I¢s a proud and
recunnect and find 1 Political Reform. imporuant time to be 2 member of the
our  more  abour e ; Peague of Women Voters of Lake
our plans. [avirc a 0 One final Forest/Fake Bluff Area!
prospective : when  an
st [ {2l GOt walked us around T

Kirty Cole graciously offercd her beauti-
ful home for our annual meetag this

fricnd
new

League

%,
-

Steve Potsic presenting to Liz
There
was great food, time o socialize and,

year. We all had a good time.

most importandy, a fond faccwell 1o Liz
Bradncr.

We presented  her
with a photo collage,

(compliments  of

Mary  Mathews), a
giane farewell card
signed by all a
yummy cake, and,
best of all, a song
written  and  per-
formed on  the

ukulcle by her long-

member,
Cynchia
Meken-
ze. Our
group
was  giv-
the

words so

en

we could

all sing along!

We also found time (o actually do some
business. We voted on the eecommea-
ded programs and action items for the
coming year and clected the slate of of-
ficers. We will miss Liz and hope to
all  the
good work she did,

continue

A big thanks to all
who helped:  Mar-
Turchi  and
Sharon Borg who
helped  me  with
Planning, shopping,
and SCHLEP-
PING. Thanks 1o

ilyn

Cynthia McKenzie and her uke

—
Kitry not only

for her home
bu for donar-
ing the wine
and coffee,
More thanks to
all those who
helped, inclod-
ing Joy and
David Mueller,
for helping o

clean up and

trying to restoré: Kiley's home to

Respectfully submitced,
Linda Bartmes

PS. SAVE THE“DATE! Out holiday
I T Thuncheon will be
% 1 Eridwy, Dec2nd.

J £ M Tewill once again

- held  at
Froggy's
Highwood  and
Barvy Bradford | DYV Bradford
will  be the

spenlu‘:r. Time and topic’ sl be:determ-
ined at a latec date. Good v # wit fun
goacantced!
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Lake Biuff independence Day Parade

Five wmembers of ouc League of
Women Voters ~ LB/LF Area marched
in the Fourth of July parade in Lake
Bluff. We are grateful to Carol Russ for
the use of her car and for her
prepasation.of relevant signs.

ow-up “Uncle Sam” rode in the
of the car. On the car were various
, such as “Our eyes ate on your
s” or “Make democracy work™,

Sharon Borg and Cindy Morehead
walked in front of the car with the
League of Women Voters banner
stretched between them.  Happie Dan
wore a sandwich board with a map
showing the 17 states that have enacted
legislation restricung voting tights.

Cain and Carol Russ walked
carrving signs saving “Educate and
Agitate, Stop Gun Violence, On-Line
Registeation” The crowd lining the
parade route scemed very appreciat
and several people came up to talk to us
along the way.

We welcomed the chance to remind the
community of the issues the League of
Women Voters is working on in order
to make democracy work.

Come hear an importanc Candidate De-
bate for the candidates ruaning for of-
fices of the 10th Congressional District
and local State Legisldve Offices on
Sunday, October 16, 2016.

The debate will be held at the Lake
Forest High School Raymond Moore
Auditorium at
1285 N. McKin-
ley Road in Lake
Forest.
Representative
Robert Dold and
challenger  Brad
Schaeider

been invited to

participate. Other

Rep. Doid

office holders
and chal-
lengers  who
have been in-
vited  include
julie A. Mor-
nson,  Ben-
jamin
Salzbecg,

Scott Drury, and
Mardn  (Marty)
Blumenthal.

Mr. Schneider

This  debate s
hosied by the
League of Women
Voters of Lake
Forest/Lake Bluff

Area, Deerfield,
Highland ~ Park/
Highwood ~ and
Glencoe/Glen-

The doors open
at 1:00 PM. and
the debace will

begin ac 1:30 PM.

with dime for questions from the audi-

Mr. Satzberg

ence.

Look for more information on our
website www.LWV-LFLB.org as the
date approaches. Please conmct Terry
Desmond if you can help at the event.
Ve hope to see you there!
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LWV-LC News

| Delegates from the three local chapters
enjoved a2 wonderful luncheon at the
Taste of Paris Restaurant in Mundelein
for IAVALCS annual meeting in June.
They voted for a two-year Program fo-
Quality/Warer_ Re-

fcusg oo _Air

An intesesting side note, the prosenter
for GMAP was Jane Grover, a member
of LWV-Evanston. Small world! She

was thrilled to work wich us.

Qur_gucst_speaker_at_the July board

i sources/Climate Criminat
Justice, Gun Control, Transportation &
Land Use, and Viol-

- ence Prevencion.

Change,

A few hours later,
many LSV-LC direct-
os  ancnded  our
Chicago  Metcopolican
Agency for Planniog
(CMAP) workshop in
LWA-LC

area

Grayslake.
sponsared  two
public vutreach efforts
by CMAP regarding a
new regional plan for
northeasteen  THinois
called “On to 2050".

S

meeting was Cata Wyckoff, Lake
County Cleck. She gave us the lowdown

LEAGUE LENEY

We will be participatng in the Fake !
County Rising event in February, o
offshoot of the inrernational One gy, |
lion Rising movement 1o stop violence
against women. Also, we have e
- debates planned: Sun, Oct, g |
and Tues. Oct 25,

b

After
audience members broke

A presentation,

into groups to discuss

the components they felt would be im-
partant for a sustainable and prosperous
furare for the Chicago region. Many had
never been involved befoce and were
surprised about the amount of informa-
tion to consider. Tt is not just abour
roads and land use!

Other directors attended the second
workshop  LWV-LC  sponsored  in
Waukegan a week later. Working with
different coaliion partners foc each
veoue provided  broader perspective of
the issues, with very ditferent discus-
sions. Turnout for both was excellent,
and LWV-LC looks forward o continu-
ing to work with CMAP

from L

o
Two of the many discussion groups: At the near table (far left), Rosemary Heilemann

CMAP

about all the changes needed for the up-
coming clection. Also, the Clerk's office
ceally nceds more election judges and
hopes League members will sign up.
Terry Desmond attended our mecting,
and he can give you more information
if you would like to help the Cleck's of-

LWV-LC has a very busy fall planned.
There will be theee mock clecdons in
October: Round Lake High School,
Gragslike North High School, and
Grayslake Central High School. High
Schools throughout Lake Councy again
ase contacting us for voter registraton,

Jane Grover, LWV-Evanston

Between those eveats, we will contnue
working with the Hlinois Violent Death
Reporting System, provide testimony o
the EPA about the Clean Power Incent-
ive Program, work with coalition part-
aces Livable Lake County and Clean
Powcr Lake County, observe the Lake
County Board mectings, atcend Des
Plaines River Watetshed Planaing meet-
ings, and the monthly meeting for the
Waukegan Harbor Cidizens Advisory
Group.

We are looking forward to things slow-
ing down after the election.
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Membership Leadership Development (MLD)

The [NVIL M1.D meedng held in Au-
rora Saturday, July 23, 2016, was atten-
ded by our [NCV-LF/LB Membership
Chairman Marilyn Turchi, President

Wyn Cain and new meinber, Aane

They moe with the LWVIL State coach,
Jan Doracr, and 1 cague members from
around the s

acc wo discuss new oppor-

nities 1 engage members wanting <o

make a difference in the democratic
Vanderbilt process.
|7 {t ta R): Marityn Turchi, Anne Vanderbife,
Jan Domar, Wyn Caln
Deputy Voter Registrars Alert!
(1]qu, all depury vorer registracs and o be there. League  chaprers and  organizations .

xh(
(have a oumber of opporwmitics before

would like to cegister votees. W
| this epeoming election.

‘Newconers' Club of Lake Bluff &
/lake Forest has asked for our belp e
gistering new residenss o Sepe. 13,
LW am. to 100 pu., ac the
Cousry Clab in Highlwnd P

Exmoor

S Wi pla

For those who have regisceced citizens
in the past bue aren't sure if sou com-
mission i acdve, Win can check with
the Couaty Clerk's office and, if neces-
- updte vour saandiag, For those of
o would [he oo become » £egi-
Tz Wen can arrange for your maining.

Lazer in cha o we will join other

Lake Forest Days Parade

around the councrr for Natonal Vorer .
Registration Day on Sepr. 27. We will
have deails fater. For morc informaton, |
pleasc call Wyn 847-205-3471,

\owr registration has beea a League |

saple since its founding in 1920, Op-
considar :

porwaides abound! Picase

importanr Leaguc outreach

ved

1 eague should N el

Rernie’s Soak

Oa b 2 g

Bank

wd Dresident

newh

siarted Vi

N reprosenag cor | eagae

am, she

Wb hol from L e

Thers ace advanmuges w iprumng tie
Caamber:,

and wr wil ¢

and deiermine makes seose fur

our League chap:.
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LAKE FOREST
C}ACUTE CARE

_.._WALK-IN URGENT CARE.

1025 W. EVERETT ROAD
8472347950 / LAKE FOREST, IL. 60045 |

I'I OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED =
wrw LFAcyteCarce.com

MILBURN CatN & Co.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
7 GROVE AVENUE
. GURNEE. ILLINOIS 60031

M DavID CaIn, SR 87) 3266453
PRESIDENT Fax (8471 336-9594.

Gcain@miburacain biz

GRIFFITH, GRANT &
LACKIE REALTORS®

A TRADITION OF TRUST SINCE 1903

EvizaserTH J. GuscoTr-MUELLER
ATTORNEY AT LAw

THOMAS J. GRANT — o -

BROKER SINCE 1972 CUSCOTT MUFLLER 1AW, LIC

FOUR MARKET SQUARE COURT
LARE FORES s

]
S

PLUMBING - HEATING + AIR CONDITIONING

§E Scranton Ave, » Lake Bluf, JL 6004}

F}i Lesser Lutrey
Q Pasquesi & Howe 11p
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

VJ. KILLIAN CO.

Established 1920

Fredric Bryan Lesser
cetorney ut Lircs

Suite 300 » Lake Farzst, IL 60043
500 ¢ FAY: 847.205.8856
L: lesser@phlegal.com

CHRIS SWEENEY ,l,?: E'DEW
(847) 2340335 vikilllanlf@yahoo.com
(847) 680-1011 FAX (847) 234-8190

LYNCH

CONSTRUCTION

The Lake Forest Preservation Foundation

Commitice t prssorumg the brcorie il charictse of Like Fresi

100 N, SKOKIE HIGHWAY
LAKE BLUFF

ILLINGIS 60044 ]# .Lyxt/t
» 8412951025

¥ 8472953956 Princisal
HFFILYNCHCONSTROCTION ST <

lL‘IrE.m Hiinois Road, Lake Fomst, Hlmmsbco-l\
8472041210 * Fax: 8472149250
mmm infatiiplorg * www:



mailto:acain@milburncain.biz
http://www.LFAcvfe-Care.coin
http://www.lfpf.org
mailto:vjkillianlf@yahoo.com
mailto:lcsscr@llphlegal.com
fjxeriaw.com
gglrealty.com
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WE THANK OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

MELICHAR
ARCHITECTS

THE PRACTICE OF FINE ARCHITECTURE

DIANA MELICHAR

Davio G. MuELLER
ATTORNEY AT Law

GUSCOTI MUELLER (AW, 11C
FOVIMARKEL SQUCARL COUMP
LAKE FOREST, ILLINOIS 500 | §
tErerrose: R17.795.05

PG

wiewmelichararchitedts.com

RICK SHOEMAKER

NICKI SN > 3
OBLIN President/Owner

nickiznextwordmai com
T 6st you can'e drive
whele putting an{y.vur
maks-up and tafking
an the cell phone.

NextWord Communications
naxtwordcommudications com

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

1010 Atkinson Road
Lake Bluff, IL 60044
847-802-9059 -

-~

Ted Lackowski

OuwnerlDirector
ted@wenbanfh.com

320 Vine Avenue
Lake Forest, Ulinois 60045
(847) 234.0022

We would also like to acknowledge the generous contributions of tme and /or materials
which have been made by the following:

Fresh Market, Lake Forest Lake Forest Bank and Teust, Lake Forest
Milburn Cain & Ca,, Gumee NextWord Communications, Lake Bhuff



http://www.melichararchitects.com
http://WWW.Gl
mailto:ted@wenbanfh.com

League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

I '] P.0 Box 645 « Lake Forest, IL 60045
E‘J finduson
4 Facebook

LEAGUE OF \\OME\I VOTERS
of Lake Forest Lake Bluf Area

St Ging Strong Since 19261

contact@®WV-LFLB.org
wwwIWVVLFLBorg

Calendar

Sept. 18 Membership Kick-off “Inside Hlinois Politics"
with Hon. Susan Garretc

Oct. 12: LWV-LF/LB Board mecting - Lake Forest Bank

Oct. 16: Candidate Debate LF High School

Nov, 9: LWV-LF/LB Board meeting - Lake Forest Bank

Nov. (TBA)  (program TBA)

Dec. 2 Holiday Luncheon at Feogyy's Freach Cafe
with Barry Bradford

“The League of Women Voters of the United States supports equal rights
for all under state and federal lawi The LWVUS supports legislation to equal-
ize the legal rights, obligations, and benefics available t same-gender couples
with those available to hererosesuat couples. LWVUS supports kegislation to
permit same-gender couples to marry under civil biw: The League believes
that the civil starus of marriage is already clearly distinguished from the reli-
gious insdirution of marriage and that seligious rights will be preserved.”

League of Women Voters
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

Board of Directors

OFFICERS

Wyn Cain President

Terry Desmond V.P. Voter Service
Marilyn Turchi V.P. Membership
Joy Guscott-Mueller  Co-V.P. Program
Carol Gayle Co-V.P. Program
Sharon Borg Co-V.P. Vo[unteer Support
Peg Determan Secreta

Steve Potsic Treasurer
DIRECTORS

Tom Meskel Fundraising

Jean Brown Hot Topics

Sally Zeit LWV-Lake County Liaison
Linda Bartmes Hospitality

David Mueller LWV-LMR Liaison
Ann Grant Director-at-Large
{open) Comm/Publicity
OFF-BOARD POSITIONS

Carol Russ E-Ateris

Mary Mathews Facebook Editor

Ann Hamlin New Aggregator
Diane Sanderson Newsletter Editor
Stan Sanderson Newsletter Publisher
Nicki Snoblin Webmaster



LFLB.org
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The Right to Vote

Jennie Coffins (1828-1887),
an orphan, worked in the mills
at age 14, She became active
in abolitionist and labor cause.
She founded a Boston work-
ing woman's chasity and spoke
against child labor. Her 1870
speech ac 2 natonal women's
suffrage convention was high-
ly praised. Collin's book Na-
tre's Aritiosracy provided an
unique view of working elass
life and was recently reprinted.

LEAGUE LINES

FALL 2016

League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

WHAT'S THE SITUATION AFTER THE
ELECTION?

Carch your breath after the election, and
then it’s dme to turn to climate change.

Join us for the exciting LWV LF/LB foram
on “Climate Change, Post-Election Analysis:
The Furure of Climate Change Swategy
New Administration.” The program is Sz
day, November 12, 2016, from 4:00 pm.
5:30 pam, in the Stuart Room at Gorton Co
munity Center, 400 E. Ilinois Road, Lake
Forest.

Our panel will bring together three speakers
with different kinds of expertise in climate
change issues. Tom Skilling, the WGN-TV
B logist popular in Chi d house-

Senior Manager for the US. Department of
Encrgy Atmospheric Radiation Measurement

Douglas Sisterson, Argonne Lab

(ARM) Climate Research Faciliy. Mary Gade
of Gade Eavironmental Group, LLC, ror-
merly was Regional Administrator for the US.

Tom Skilling, WGN-TV

holds, will be joined by two other profession-
als in climate change work: a research metco-
rologist and an armorney and former
administrator in both the Illinois Environ-
mental Prorection Agency and the US Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

Douglas Sisterson is Research Meteorologist
with Argonne National Laboratory and

Protection A
cy (US EPA), &
gion V.

This educaton-
al forum, bringing
together meteoro-
logy, climate chan-

[

ge science, and
law znd public

e Mary G.
policy, will help us ~ Gade Errdiron: e

learn more about
climate change and government and private
policy toward it. We will ask our speakers for
insight into what we may expect of the new
administration in the way of climate change.
Bring the whole family and your quesdons
about climate change Saturday, Now. 12, 4:-
5:30 p.m., Gorton Community Center.

— Carol Gayle

Voters Registered at Newcomers Luncheon

Wyn Cain and Ann Grant were prosent at Ex-
moor Country Club in Highland Park on Sep-
tember 15 to register voters at the Newcomers
luncheon. We met new Lake Forest and Lake
Biuff residents and offered informasion on

voting and League of Women Voters mem-
bership. It was a great opportunity to spread
the word about our League and register voters
for the coming clection. (See picture, page 2)

— Grant|




President's Letter

Our September Kick-off welcoming

members and prospective members be-
gan our busy fall Madlyn Turchi,
Membership Chairman, reported four-
teen new members since the fast dircc-
tory was published, We have had new
member get-togethers to welcome and
discuss League participation opportuni-
tes.

Join me in welcoming; Kathleen Bar-
nett-Flynn, Beth Berg, Hope Frecland,
Robin Huszagh, Jillian Jacvinen, Debo-
rah Lanigan, Lisa Lekberg, Alta Meka-
elian, Don and Kathy Pierson, Liz Platt,

Eve Rochelemagne, Beth Teich, and
Floyd John Trexler.

Candidate Debates, Climate Change
Interest  Group Meeting, Climate
Change November Forum, and our An-
nual Holiday Luncheon all make for a
very busy falll

Thank you to all who assisted with
these events to make them successful.
We look forward to an exciting 2017!
As always information about our activi-
ties is posted in our newsletter, e-alerts
and oo worw  WV-
LFLB.org and Facebook page.

our website

Lake Forest Sustainability Plan

Remember that rencwing your o
bership soon means your name will be
included in the Membership Directory
available at the Dec. 2 Holiday Lup.
cheon. Contact Marilyn Turchi, Mem-
bership chair for any questions.

Looking forward to seeing you at the
Holiday Lunchcon when the Carrie
Chapman Catt Award will be presented
to former Co-president, Mary Mathews|

—Wyn Cain, President

The City of Lake Fotest’s Planning
Commission met October 12, 2016, and
voted to include the recenty drafted

Plan to the “
Chapter of the Citys Comprehensive
Plan”
The League of Women Voters of
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area President
Wyn Cain addressed the commission
that evening stating “that the League has

been a strong supporter of
envionmental  protection and
combating climate change and
that the looking

forward o actively

League is
being
involved in the implementation
of the plan.”

If you ae interested in having
a copy of this plan or being a
part of this activity, contact Wyn.

L — e —
Wyn speaking at hearing (screen capture)

Wyn and Ann at Exmoor Country Club
Newcomers Luncheon (see p. 1)

League of Women's Voters - Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area
invitee membere and guests fo

Holiday Luncheon featuring Barry Bradford
“The French Conneation” {Tulia Child: Spy & Chef)
Froggy's French Cafe, 306 Green Bay Road, Highwood

Date:Dec.2 Time:10:30am. Cost: $50 per person
Pregentation at 1:00 am.  Luncheon served following the program
Prior to Barry Bradford's presentation, Mary Mathews will be honored with
the fourth Carrie Chapman Catt Logal Leadership Award

Contact Linda Bartmes: 847-234-7069 Mail in entree choices with your check
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Candidates Square Off in Lake Forest and Lake Bluff

It's clection season and we have been
busy! On Thursday, October 13, the
League of Women Voters of Lake For-
est/Lake Bluff Area (LWV-LF/LB)
sponsored a debate for five scparate
Lake County races at the Lake Bluff Re-
creation Center. Candidates for Lake
County Coroner, Circuit Court Cletk,
Recorder of Deeds, State’s Attorney,
and County Board District #13 partici-

Some of the races were controversial
which lead to some spirited answers. Al-
most 100 zesidents attended the two-
hour session moderated by Valerie Krej-
ce fom the League chapter in
Evanston.

A few days later, LWV-LF/LB lead a
coalition with the Union League Club

L

Lake County Coroner Candid

of Chicago and our neighboring Lea-
gues in Deerfield, Highland Park/High-
wood and Glenview/ Glencoe to host a
highly anticipated candidate debate on
Sunday, October 16, at Lake Forest Hi-
gh School. More than 300 people from
across the 10th District attended the de-
bate.

Candidates for the closely watched
10th Congressional District squared off
first. Incombent US. Rep. Bob Dold, R-
Kenilworth, and Brad Schneider, D-
Deerfield, who held the seat from 2012-
14, answered a series of questions posed
by modecator Judy Hoffman, an Evans-
ton League member. Audience-submit-
ted questions were reviewed by League
volunteers for compliance with League
puidelines and to avoid duplicaton.
Question topics included reproductive
freedom, gun violence, the Middle East,

. 13 Debate

campaign reform, social security, and
more. These questions yielded lively dis-
cussions of the issues, with the modera-
tor exercising deft contcol of the
candidates when they drifted from the
League’s requirement to addess only
the question posed.

Candidates for the Illinois Senate and
State Representative races concluded the
afternoon in a second 75 minute debate.
Two Incumbent Democrats, Senator Ju-
lie Morrison and Representative Scott
Druty, faced off against Republican
newcomers Benjamin Salzberg and Mat-
ty Blumenthal. All four candidates an-
swercd the same questions, ranging
from the Illinois budget impasse, tax re-
1, business development in Lllinois
Lake County, education funding,
transportation of hazard-
ous materials 2nd beyond.

The debate was spitited,
yet there seemed to be a
consensus  recommenda-
tion by all four candidates
to vote “yes” on the trans-
portation lockbox amend-
ment on the ballor
(Sidenote: LWVIL recom-
mends votng "NO" for

i jonal amend-

lism at Northwestcrn were present and
followed up with reports for thei paper
Reflecting the national attention this
race earned, a teporter from the Mc:
Clatchy News interviewed audienc
members before they entered the audi
torium. Local reporters from the Dail
Herald, the Daily North Shore, and th
Lake Forest Leader took notes quickl
and filed their articles almost  immedi]

Terry Desmond, ViP. of Voter  Ser
vices chaited our League’s efforts in
these debates, ably assisted by veteran:
Ann Grant and Mary Mathews an
newcomers Robin Huszagh and Pe
Determan

The Committee wishes to thank thd
Union League Club; David Kohn, Exec;
utive Direcror of Public Affairs at thg
Union League Club; and League volun
teers: Carol Russ, Anne Vanderbilt, Anny
Hamlin, Happic Datt, Cindy Moschead)
Lisa Dietrich, Linda Bartmes, Stephanid
Victos, Lake Forest TV, Lake Forest
High School and National Honor Socie
ty volunteers, our sister League co-
sponsors, their many volunteers and th]
community for their pacticipation. Al
special thanks to Kathy O'Hara, Student
and C Service Coordinator a

s
ment, See LWVIL website
for more information.)
Even though there were ten other de-
bates berween Dold and Scheider this
time around, unlike the previous two t-
mes, the media still atcended. Channel 5
NBC News recorded the debate and
showed a clip on the ncws that night.
Srudents with Medill School of Journa-

Lake Forest High School, for arranging]
for the use of the school and coordinia

4
Both debates can be viewed on out
website  www.LWV-LFLB.ORG, Lakqg
Forest public access channels 17 and 19,
and on YouTube.
—Peg Determan|
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A Warm and Welcoming Fall Social Kick-off

What a great day! Our annual fall

membership kick-off event took place
on a beautiful Sunday afternoon, Sep-
tember 18th. The weather was sunny
and warm. The food and  beverages
weze delicious and refreshing. The lovely
home and gorgeous gardens supplied a
comfortable setting for new and old
friends. We couldn't have asked for nicec
conditions.
After time for socializing, President
Wyn Cain welcomed new members,
long-time members, and potential mem-
bers. She introduced the Board of Di-
rectors, gave a preview of the year's
activities, and encouraged everyone to
get involved. With so many activitics,
there ate many opportunities foc both
big and small commitments. Wyn then
introduced onr guest speaker, the
Honorable Susan Garrett.

Susan Gasrett is our own League's
past president, which was followed by a
stint as state legislator for 14 years. Her
current posidon as Chair of [llineis
Campaign for Political Reform made
her uniquely qualificd to give s a be-
hind-the-scenes view of Tllinois politics.

Interwoven with the mind-boggling
facts of the state's currenc sicuation,
Susan included examples of her petso-
nal expericnces with a touch of humor.
She addressed the independent map
amendment, the budget impasse, and
campaign finance reform (all League
top issues). The informal chat setting
enabled Susan to answet everyone's
questions. We adjourned to assuage our
concerns with tasty refreshments, posi-
tive conversations, and hopes for solu-

LWVIL State of State Luncheon

Thanks to evetyone who worked so
hard to kick-off our busy year with such
a successful, well-acended, informative,
and fun event! Voluntcers included
Linda Bartmes, Sharon Borg, Marilyn
Turchi, Wyn Cain, Carol Russ, Joy
Guscott-Mueller, Ann Vandesbil, Jillian
Jarvinen, and Judy Grisamore.

The League is very grateful to Stevie
Clark for opening up her lovely home,
Guscott-Meuller Law Ficm for the wine,
and Fresh Market for donating the

T

>
Pt

Democtacy is truly back in the
schools, thanks to the efforts of Shawn
Healy, Robert R. McCormick Founda-
ton’s Civic Learning Scholar, and his

The League of Women Voters State
of the State Luncheon was held on Sep-
tember 21, 2016, at the Union League
Club of Chicago. Lake Forest/Lake
Bluff League President Wyn Cain and
League members Jo-An  Sabonjian,

Abbic Fassnacht, and Sharon Borg
attended.

All were delighted to learn that next
year a heightened form of civies, inclu-
ding “discassion of current and contro-
versial issues, service leacning, and
simulations of the democratic process”
will be pact of the required high school
curriculum in Illinois.

Our League members and other inte-
sested parties are invited to observe this

version of civics in action in “Demo-
cracy Schools,” which have been pilot-
ing the curriculum. There are carrently
54 Demoeracy Schools in Tllinnis. One
of the pilot schools in our area is
Stevenson High School in Buffalo
Grove. Mentors are available, and tea-
chet training is available.

At the Juncheon, speakers from the

"Civics" continued on p. 5




"Civics" continued from page 4

school system, the McCormick Founda-
ton, the Illinois General Assembly, and
the Illinois League of Women Voters
enthusiastically endorsed Mr. Healy's
efforts and the passage of the amend-
ment to the School Code of Illinois.

s

The next step scems 1o be working on
moving this approach o the middlc
school level,

Another highlight of the program was
the insightful commentary and reminis-
cences by keynote speaker Chetyl Cor-

« Sharon Borg, Jan Dorner, Wyn Camn
4w} Mmbie Fassnacht, Sharon Borg (seated)
(Sarah Brune, Wyn Cain, Jo-An Sabonjian

Discussion Group Meeting (Octceber 25) Report

ley, National Public Radio journalist.
She emphasized the role and  import-
ance of civics in journalism and gave
specific, interesting examples from her
own career.

—Sharon Borg

The League is with

new ways of generating sudy topics

which are both interesting and signifi-

Through informal small-group discus-
sions, we can tap iato the rich resources
of our members’ knowledge and expe-
dence. President Wyn Cain and Mem-
bership  Chaitman  Marilyn  Turchi
brought the idea back from the Mem-
bership Leadership Development meet-
ing Tast July.

The first informal discussion group
“Drinks and Discussion” met October
25 at the new Starbucks in Lake Forest
to talk about climate change and what

we as i and League members
can do. About 15 informed and decply
concerned League mem-
bers took part. As people
inttoduced themselves and
shared their experiences
related to climate change,
it became clear that many
League members are al-
ready decply involved.

The group focused on
two areas for immediate
action: the League’s Cli-
mate Change Program
and the Lake Forest
Sustainability  Plan.
Program  Chair Joy
Guscott-Mueller talked
about the upcoming
League program about
election results  will
affect climate change
efforts. (Please see the
article on Page 1 of
this issue) Joy asked
for volunteers to help
publicize the event and

to work on November 12.

The City of Lake Forest Sustainability
Plan is an importan local initiative in
which we actively ivolved. (See article
on Page 2)

The next Climate Change Interest
Group “Drinks and Discussion” meet-
ing will be Thursday, November 10 at
Paneca Beead in Lake Bluff at the cor-
fer of Waukegan Road and Ree. 176
from 5:30-6:30 pm.  Contact Sharon

Borg for more information.
—Carol Gayle
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
of Lake Forest-Lake Bluff Area

Find us on

Facebook

Stilt Going Strong Since 1926!

m

contact@UVVILELB.org
wwwDVVLFLB.org

Calendar

Nov. 10: (5:30 p.m.) Climate Change Group at LB Pancra
Nov. 12: (4-5 p.m.) Climate Change Forum, Gorton
Dec. 2: (10:30 a.m.) Holiday Luncheon at Froggy's

Jan. 17: Tran program

Febuary program planning meeting TBA

League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

“The League of Women Voters of the United States supports equal rights
for all under state and federal law, The LWVUS supports legislation to equal-
ize the legal rights, obligations, and benefits available to same-gender couples
with those available to heterosexual couples, LWVUS supports legislation to
permit sume-gender couples to marry under civil law: The League believes
that the civil status of marsiage is already clearly distinguished from the reli-
glous institution of marriage and that religious rights will be preserved”
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The Right to Vate

Alice Paul (1885-1977), was
suffragises were  her  model:
parading in the streets, picketing,
andoublic xpnkmg, She. and

m:ndmenl. She bmkg with
Carrie C. Catt (100 conservaavel)
to form the Natoal Werncn's

“Silent
Sendnels® 1o proleit at e
White House degpie theeats of

commitment due to “insani

She devoted the rest of her lfe
to cause of gender equality
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League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

The Time is Now!

You
want to miss the

won'’t

Program  Plan-
ning mem-
bership meeting
on Tuesday, Feb.
21, 2:00 p.m! We
will get together |
to plan our advo-
cacy/actions for
next year. What
can we do to K
have an impact in our local communities
and at the state Jevel? The heightened in-
terest in grassroots action is giving us an
opportunity; let your voice be heard!
Reconnect with long-time friends and
meet some of our 27 new membcrs.
Once again, Cindy Morehead is hosting
and opening her lovely home. There will
be ample provisions to sustain our energy
level as we discuss our potential activities
for next year along with our recommen-
dations to LWV Illinois.
Prior to the meeting, you can review
our local positions in the front of your

Women's History Month Luncheon- Save the Date!

N\,
ditectory. The state League positions can
be found on its website. Scroll down the
right-hand side of the home page to find
links to “Program Planning” and Where
W Stand.

Watch for your bright pink invitation.
Please let Linda Bartmes (847-234-7069)
know if you can attend. The steps to
Cindy’s house can be difficult; so, the
garage door also will be open. If you have
questions or need a ride, let Wyn Cain
(847-913-5730) know.

— Marilyn Turchi, V.. Membership

Notth Shore Leagues have revived the
popular luncheon celebrating Women’s
History Month. On Saturday, March 11,
from 11:30 to 2:00, League members can
enjoy lunch at the Wilmette Golf Club
and hear a panel discussion about voting
rights led by experts from the ACLU.

League members from Lake Forest/
Lake Bluff, Highland Park/Highwood,

Glenview/Glencoe, Evanston, Deerfield,
Park Ridge, Wilmette, and Winnetka/
Nothfield/Kenilworth will attend. It is a
wonderful opportunity to meet  League
members from nearby chaptets.

More information to follow. Watch
your e-alerts, or call Wyn Cain for more
information. We may arrange cacpools.
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President’s Letter

Gade was standing room only. The
Climate Change Interest group
meetings have been increasing both
in number of participants and in
enthusiasm!

Highlighting the December Holi-
day Luncheon was honoring Maty
Mathews with the Carric Chapman
Catt Award. We also leatned more
about Julia Child, chef and spy, from
Barry Bradford. Beginning the new
year was our first Hot Topic event

Have you notced? Our League about 1Iran  and the Nuclear
has been busy! Attend at the in a co jon with
Climate Change Program with Tom Lake Forest College professor
Skilling, Douglas Sistctson and Mary Ahmad ~ Sadri and  Jerome

McDonald, WBEZ program host of
the “Worldview” program.

Needless to say, our membership
has grown along with these exciting
and  informadve  programs.
Members are being welcomed at
individual ~ coffees and  group
gatherings to become acquainted
with our League and our
involvement in “making democracy
work.”

Come meet them and other

Volunteers Needed for Candidate Debates

TLeague friends Tuesday, February
21, when we gather at Cindy
Moschead’s home for the Program
Planning meetng.  Your partic.
pation is important as we discuss
and decide where to focus our
attention for the coming year.

What issucs are you most wanting|
to learn about? Collectvely your
voice will be heard!  Delicious
desserts while visiting and planning!
axe always op the agendal RSVP to
Linda Bartmes.

Hope you are as proud as T am to be g
member of the LWV-LF/LB{
~— Wyn Cain

Candidate Debates — For the
April 4, 2017 Consolidated Election

Candidates will be facing contes-
ted races on the April 4th ballot and
League committee members
deep in the process of planning de-
bates for these contested seats.

The League will host two events,
The first scheduled for 1:30 on
March 12th at Dickinson Hall, 100
E. Old Mill Road, Lake Forest will
present contenders for Lake Forest
High School D115, Lake Forest
School District 67, and the City of
Lake Forest Alderman Ward 2.

With eight candidates vying for
four LFHS D115 board openings,
the afternoon should  prove to be

are

engaging one.
The second debate focusing on
candidates for the Village of Lake
Bluff Board of Trustees and Village
Clerk will begin at 2:00 on Sunday,
March 19th, at the Lake Bluff Park
Distdct, 355 W. Washington Ave.,
Lake Bluff.
Terry Desmond and his commit-
B - w o=

tee will need volunteers to greet can-
didates, register and usher attendees,
retrieve and review audience ques-
tions, etc. If you are available to as-
sist on either date, please contact
Terry at tesrydesmond62 @yahoo.com.
His phone number is Home: 847-
735-1428 / Cell: 847-638-1428.
— Robin Huszagh

Welcome, New Members!

We welcome the following
members to our League and look
forward to meeting them at a new
member coffee or at our meetings.
Call Wyn Cain to arrange a time to
leatn mote about the League at a
New Member Coffee.

New members since July 1, 2016:

Edith Rasmussen Ahern, Beth Berg,
Jim Borg, Marge Burda, Carol Davis,
Claire  Esker, Kathleen Flynn-
Barnett, Adrienne Fosberg, Joyce
Foster, Robin  Huszagh, Janet
Katien, Nicolet Kelly-Schmeisser,
Melea Lusk, Alta Mekaelian, Julie
Mortison, Molly Munson, Lois

Nicol, Melissa ~ Oakley, Eve
Rochelemagne, Laurie Rose, Batbara
Rosenstock, Zhuming Smith, Kasyn
Staflarski, Trisha Stecle, Carolyn
Stward, Carrie Travers, John Trexler.

Weleome
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Holiday Luncheon- C'est mag

Our Holiday Luncheon “The
French Connection” was a big hitl
Both new and longtime members
along with invited guests filled the
dining room at Froggy’s French Cafe
on Dec. 2nd. Past President Liz
Bradner flew in from California to
reconnect with everyone and enjoy
the festivities.

Not only did we enjoy delectable
French cuisine including an ooh la la
dessert, we salivated over Barry

(Below) One of the many tables at
the juncheon

Bradfords presentaton of every-
one’s favorite French chef, Julia

Child, who secredly was a spy!
Unfortunately, Mary Mathews did
not speak French when she was
honored with the 4th Anaual Carrie
Chapman Catt Local Leadership
Award. The Membership team led
by Marilyn and Linda did an out-
standing job of organizing this yearly
signature event. This definitely is an
event to look forward to each year;
see you next yearl C'est magnifique!
— Linda Bartmes, Director Hospitality|

(Left) Carrje Chapman Catt
Award recipient Mary Mathews

B e Wy
Bare e treem

Drinks & Discussion - Climate Change Interest Group

Please join us for our monthly
Drinks and Discussion Climate
Change Interest Group on Thursday,
February 23, 2017 from 5:30 pm. to
6:30 pm. at Starbucks on Western
Avenue in Lake Forest. This group
has been meeting since the fall and is
really taking off, with 16 members
and guests attending the January
meeting.

Facilitated by Joy Guscott-
Mueller, the discussion included
many participants reporting that they
had attended the Women’s March in
Washington and in Chicago and were

inspired to begin taking action on
many issues, especially in the area of
climate change and, more broadly,

environmental sustainability.
In addition to reviewing infor-
dine devel :

group’s brainstorms!  We look for-
ward to seeing you!

For addidonal information, please
contact Joy Guscott-Mueller, Sharon

Borg, or Carol Gayle, Co-Vice

maton P in
climate change policy, as a result of
the new administration, the group
also brainstormed and discussed
ideas for local and national acton
items.

Come join the February discus-
sion, hear about climate change
related developments, and partcipate
in initiatives that result from the

Presidents of Program.
— Joy Guscot--Mueller
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Iran Nuclear Agreement

On January 17, 2017, a thoughtful
and attentive audience of League
members and people from the com-
munity gathered in the Chapel at
Lake Forest College to listen to a
wide-ranging discussion about the
Iranian Nuclear Agreement.

The presentation was in the form
of a discussion between Dr. Ahmad
Sadri, Gorter Professor of World
Tslamic Studies and Sociology at
Lake Forest College, and Jerome

Mr. Jerome McDonnell and Dr. Ahmad Sadri

McDonnell, Host of WBEZ's
popular and informative noontime
discussion program “Worldview”

Dr. Sadri was botn in Iran and
educated in the US, earning his
Ph.D. from the New School in New
York. The presentation was spon-
sored by the League of Women
Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff
Asea and Lake Forest College’s

Office of Community Education,
The

thrust of Ahmad Sadri’s
argument  was
that the Nu-
clear  Agree-
ment was, on
balance, an ar-
rangement that

was to the
advantage  of
both the US.
and Iran.
However, he
warned  that

there were op-

Advocacy is Chugging Along

h. Stay tuned for Jean's next intesusy oy

LEAGUE LINES

ponents of the agreement in both
countries who could destroy it and
increase the dangers of a nuclear
arms race. He believes rejection of
the Agreement by the US. would
only aid the Iranian hatd-liners.

Dr. Sadri and Mr. McDonagell an-
swered several questions from the
audience. McDonnell’s informed and
level-headed participation in the dis-
cussion added greatly to the clarity
of the conversation and to the edu-
cation of those who attended the
program.

The League is grateful to both
Dr. Sadti and Mr. McDonnell for
sharing their knowledge and views
with us and the community through
their conversation about the Iran
Nuclear Agreement. If you missed
this fascinating discussion, the event
was videotaped and can be seen on
our website www.LWV-LFLB.org

As you know, the League is an ad-
vocacy organization. One of our
functions is to speak up on an issue
when supported by onc of our posi-
tions. ‘This year, climate change is an
issue we have focused on. As trans-
portation is a major contributor to
climate change, we were interested to
learn of Amurak’s proposed changes
here in Lake Forest.

What you might not realize is that
Lake Forest is the only community in
Lake County with threc railroad cot-
ridors, and a fourth one close by.
Not only that, but the tracks running

alongside Waukegan Road are used
by three different rail companies:
Amtrak, Metra, and Canadian Paci-
fic. Any changes there will have a
domino effect.

The League’s position does sup-
port expanded train service with the
idea that it will take heavy polluting
trucks off the toad. However, as
with most things, the devil is in the
details.  LWV-Lake  Forest/Lake
Bluff Area joined with the munici-
paliies of Lake Forest, Deerficld,
Bannockburn, Northbrook, Glen-
view, and with Metra and LWV-

Glenview/Glencoe in  asking for
more details with an Environmental
Impact Statement.
You may want to go to the city’s
website at  hrtp://bitly/2kTKA20
(shortened address) to learn about
the proposal. The Federal Railroad
Administration  (FRA) may
decide by June whether to go %
ahead with the proposed 7T
plans for structural changes, ._I.
or agree that more informa-"
tion is needed. We await
Theil g e ®

decision. ]
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Terra Cotta Warriors Museum Excursion

On Wednesday, Jan 4, 2017, a
group of intrepid Leaguers traveled
to the Field Museun of Natural
History to learn about China’s first
emperor Qin Shihuangdi and his
underground army of over 7000
soldiers in Xi’ap, Shaanxi Province in
northwestern China.

The group first assembled at
Happie Datt’s home for a power-
point presentation of the 170 ob-
jects; including bronze artifacts, wea-
ponry, nine statues of watriors and a
horse that were in the exhibit!

Though the warriors, with

Climate Ch

average height of G-feet, were im-
pressive, we also learned that 2000
years ago Qin Shihuangdi consoli-
dated his “kingdom” by introducin;
standard

currency,  standard |

weights and measures, a simplified § =
—

uniform  script, uniform  width
“woll”  roads and  standard
interchangeable hardware for the
horse driven carts!

These entertaining excursions
are a way for members to engage
in and enjoy the many atrractions
Chicago offers. All members are
encouraged to take advantage of

Forum with Tom Skilling a Great Success!

these wonderful opportunitics!
I hope to see large turnouts in the
future!

—Happie Taunque Datt

WSS NS5 Meigs and Ann Gran

Qur League had a tertific turnout
(over 175 attendees) for our climate
change forum, “Post-Election Analy-
sis: The Future of Climate Change
Strategy in a New Administration,”
on November 12, 2016. The feed-
back has been excellent, and many
new members have joined the
League as a result.

Our panel included Tom Skilling,
WGN-TV ~ Meteotologist, Doug
.

isterson, Research M

with Argonne National Laboratory,

and attorney Mary Gade, former US

EPA Region V Administrator.

The forum was co-moderated by
b David Mueller,

attorney and League Liaison to the
LWV-Lake Michigan Region, and
Elizabeth “Joy” Guscott-Mueller, at-
torney and Co-Vice President of
Program.

The panelists were outstanding
and communicated, both through
their remarks and powerful audio
visual materials, the importance of
addressing critical climate change
issues and how current policy might
be impacted by the incoming
administration.  All theee speakers
stayed after to speak with audience
members. We are grateful for their
generous donation of time.

A video of the event is available

Panelists Doug Sisterton, Tom Skilling and Mary Gade

on our website,

and Doug
Sisterson’s
book,  written

with last year’s
Climate

Change
speaker,  Seth
Daxling, How to
Change  Minds
About Our
Changing

Climate, is avail-

able at the Lake Forest Bookstore.

The success of the event could
not have been accomplished without
the teamwork practiced throughout
our planning and preparation. Over
twenty volunteers worked on this
event, not including the efforts of
our Climate Change Interese Group
and Board of Directors who posted
flyers throughout the community
and got the word out. Maay thanks
to each of you.

Through this program, we
learned that the future of addressing
climate change in the new adminis-
tration is uncertain and possibly in
peril. We are confident, however, in
the League’s ability to effectively ed-
ucate and inform the public in a way
that empowers individuals and the
community to seek solutions and ad-
vocate for local, state, and national
policy that contributes to the better-
ment of our government and society
at large, and, ultimately, the choices
we make to protect our environ-
ment. Out collective efforts toward
this successful forum demonstrate
that effectiveness.

— Joy Guscott-Mueller
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Opinion

Disclaimer: The following article is the writer’s opinion and does not represent an official position of the Leaguc.

WHY 1 JOINED THE WOMENS MARCH [N WASHINGTON D.C. ON [ANUARY 21, 2017

by Happie Taungue Datt
Leaving the comfort and security of home to march with hundreds of thousands of women and
men became imperative when the country elected Donald | Trump as our 45" President, a
candidate who employed a Machiavellian campaign strategy to divide the country. Stewart
Pacrick at the Council of Foreign Relations writes “muich of the state-sanctioned violence
taken for granted in Machiavelli's day—whether the conquest of empires, the taking of slaves,
or the commission of atrocities—is both legally and morally impermissible today, thanks to
the expansion of human-rights law, humanitarian law, the laws of war, and the proliferation
of international norms, treaties, and institutions defining certain acts as beyond the pale,
authorizing sanctions or intervention to put an end to them, and providing judicial
mechanisms to hold perpetrators accouns s il

As Trump had resorted to uncivil
denigration of minorities and
demonstrated his willingness to take
positions to undo policies concerning
women’s rights, human rights, clean air
and other League positions, I could not
stand by silently.

The long drive to DC in a borrowed Prius
car, [gas bill was 866 round tripl;
graciousness with which the vendors
custom printed sweatshirts and
professional signs with the words “This
is who we are - INDIVISIBLE™; the waiting at the metro stations, at the portable lav's, at the
corner of 3" St and Independence Ave, until the 500,000+ woman, men and children
marched along Independence, Constitution and finally Pennsylvania Ave towards the White
House was energizing! Gracious, polite and friendly citizens surrounded us with signs held
high reflecting each ones’ passion for a particular cause under threat from this government.

Our work is not done - [ urge
everyone to remain vigilant and
write often to Members of
Congress [MQC|, with either a
thank you for supporting your
cause or when opposing
legislation. | recommend signing
for alerts to support or oppose
legislation with

Rtz
N et
JusTice
. £QUALTY

.us that
allows you to choose your focus
providing a template to use. Take
time to check out

https://indivisibleguide.com to develop grass roots strategies to make MOC's listen.
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March on Chicago

We saw an endless crowd punctuated
with pink. The signature box-cared
pussyhats surounded us, and signs
floated above the pink hats, Some of

the signage was quite agg;
“Gisls just wanna have fun-damen-
tal human rights,” to “This pussy
grabs back!”

Actually, there were too
many of us to march. We
filled the entire east loop,
Grant Park, and Michigan
Avenue. People filled both
sidewalk and street. The
Trump Tower was « Iy
vorite sclfie  site  for
snapping  photos  with
building’s enormous  letters fil-
ling the background.

LWV-Lake Michigan Region Report

on Chicago will be the power and unity
I felt. T urge all to stay activel

My lasting memory of the March

— Carol Russ

The LWV Lake Michigan Region In-
ter-League Otganization met October
14-15, 2016 for its annual conference in
Porter, Indiana. The LWV-LMR focuses
on environmental and natural resource
issues, including biodiversity and native
plants, water quality, storm water mana-
gement and climate change. Our League
was represented at the conference by
David Mueller.

‘The Indiana Dunes National Lake-
shore is unique in many ways. It consists
of eight units interspersed with state
parks, residential communitics, commet-
cial, heavy industrial and udlity land

Traverse Bay Marsh, Michigan
(From the LWV-LMR web site}

uses. It has & long history of grass toats
citizen advocacy to preserve and im-

prove the dune ecosystem.
Attendees heard presentions from

LWV-Lake County Report

speakers and were able to cxplore the
arca through several ficld trips. At the
LWV-IMR Acnual Mecting, Ksista|
Grimm (LWV-LaGrange Area) was clec-
ted President, replacing Hearietta|
Saunders, who has become treasurer for
LWV-US.

The Conference and Meeting pro-
vided an opportunity to meet LWV
members from several states and share a
wide range of experiences and strate-
gies.
come involved or to learn more, contact
our LWV-LMR Liaison David Mueller.

— David G. Mueller

For information on how to be-

1¢s electon scason again! LWV-Lake
County has a number of candidate
debates planned: three in Waukegan,
one in Hainesville, and one in Round
Lake Beach. LWV.LF/LB member
Kathleen Wasik continues her work in
expanding the llinois Violent Death

Fund-Raising Report

Reporting System, housed at Lurie
Hospital. She convinced Lurie Hospital
to accept Lake County as one of the
two counties to participate in their trial
program regazding opioid deaths. Linda
Bastmes and Sally Zeit are plnning 2
spring program about the mental health

court, with a focus on keeping mental
patients out of jail while providing|
better healthcare services. If you ate
intetested in issues at the county level,
please contact Linda or Sally for more
information.

You will agan notice ads in our
newsletter. Please thank our advertscrs
by patronizing their businesses and/or
telling them you appreciate their
support.

Fifteen ads have been collected.
Proceeds will help us to provide
speakets and programs, and to cover per
member payment increases from the
state ang national Leagues.

Committee  members  include
Marlyn Tucchi, Joy Guscott-Mueller,
Ann Grant, Steve Potsic, Wyn Cain,|
Carol Gayle, and Tom Meskel .

— Tom Meskel!
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Calendar League of Women Voters
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area
Feb 21  Program Planning Meeting, 2:00 p.m., Cindy Board of Directors
Morehead's home OFFICERS
] J . . Wyn Cain President
Feb 23  Drinks & Discussion- Climate Change Interest Te{ry Desmond W

Group, 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., Lk. Forest i ) «
Jarilyn Turchi V.P. Membership
S e WL (v Joy Guscott-Mueller  Co-V.P. Program

Mar 4 lasues Briefing “Making Democracy Work for 522?'05?;?9 ‘é?{.w. T -
ustice” 9:30 a.m - 4:00 p.m.., University
Center (525 S State St.) Chicago ] S L SecreteD
& Steve Potsic Treasurer
Mar 10  Great Decisions Discussion Group 1:30 p.m.,
Tweed Room, Lake Forest Place DIRECTORS
Tom Meskel Fundraising
Mar 11 Women's History Month event 11:30 = 2:00 p.m., Sally Zeit LWV-Lake County Lialson
Wilmette Golf Club Restaurant (3900 Fairway Dr., Linda Bartmes Hospitality
Wilmette); Topic: Voting Rights David Mueller LWV-LMR Liaison
Ann Grant Director-at-Large
Legislative Interviews TBA in Feb e-alert.
Tentative: Feb 24- Sen. Julie Morrison;
(il 17 (s EEli3 itlny OFF-BOARD POSITIONS
Jean Brown Hot Topics
“The League of Women Voters of the United States supports equal ights|  Carol Russ E-Alerts
for all uader state and federal law. The LWVUS supports legislation to equal-|  Mary Mathews Facebook Editor
ize the legal rights, obligations, and benefits available to same-gender couples| ~Ann Hamlin Newsletter Aggregator
with those available to heterosexval couples. LWVUS suppors legishtion to| ~ Diane Sanderson Newsletter Editor
permit same-gender couples to matry under civil law: The League believes|  Stan Sanderson Newsletter Publisher
that che civil statws of marciage is already clealy distinguished from the reli-|  Nicki Snoblin Webmaster
gious institution of marriage and that religious rights will be preserved.”
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Emna Wilaxd (17871870
embraced education and. in
pendent dhinking, She ancted
school in Berli, CT, at age 15
by 17 she was teaching and t 19
was in charge. She worked for
[women's cducation, deeming it
morc important than sufferage.
Responding to Thomas Jeffer-
son's admanitions after she ad-
dressed che NY Stare

tuce in 1819, Emma nguef' rea-
500 and religion teach us that
W 100 are primary existences..
not the satlltes of men." A pro-
lific writer; "Rocked in the Cra-
dle of the Decp” is well-known.
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Jolly Holiday Luncheon

Start the holidays off right by attending
i . T

Highwood (306 Green Bay Road). This is a
perfect time to bring a friend or come
together with a group of League members.
Valet parking is available. The event begins

Satire in America.” We will also honor
Cindy Morehead with the Carrie
Chapman Catt Local Leadership Award.
Cindy joined the board of LWV-LE/LB in
1995 and served for 14 years, holding a
multitude of key leadership positions. She
continues to be an active League supporter,
and we look forward to honoring her at
this year's luncheon.
Limited seating, RSVP by December 1.
Please return bottom of invitation mailed
out in November with $50 payment and
menu choice. (Checks only to “LWVIL Ed
Fund,” PO Box 645, Lake Forest 60045).
This luncheon is funded by the LWV of
Illinois Education Fund; $10 is tax-
deductible to the extent provided by law.
(855 at the door.) Please contact Linda with
questions:  847-234-

7069. It promises to be

a great time! The food,

at 10:45 a.m. A as always, will be
The award-winning historian Barry L% delicious!
Bradford returns as our speaker, with this ¢ —Linda Bartmes
year’s topic, “The History of Political
Barry Bradford
President’s Letter
Notice as you read through this reported  for  duty

newsletter, the wide variety of programs
our League participated this fall season! We
began with a memorable afternoon at
Shoreacres  honoring  our  League’s
commitment to civic engagement. It was
especially fitting to honor Margaret Hart
for her civic leadership through the years.
For National Voter Registration Day on
September 26, members of LWV-LF/LB

throughout the area —
we had a dedicated crew
in many places! In
October, we  were
involved in an array of
different programs with
varying topics. Thank

Continued on p. 2

Wyn Cain




you to all for your
hard work — with
your  participation,
our League is very
visible!

I had a delightful

surprise in
September when past [
League  president,
Diane Lloyd,
brought over a
scrapbook with
League matcrials

dating back to 1928
The large black binder

who was then

ke . £l
Margaret Hart (front); L to R: Bob
Lansing, Kathleen O'Hara, Wyn Cain

At the annual Fall Kickoff on
September 10, we celebrated civic
engagement by honoring the long-
time service of League member and
Lake Forest resident Margarer Hart.
She is an example to us all with her
years of involvement and dedication
o many organizations.

Lake Bluff President Kathleen
O'Hara and Lake Forest Mayor
Robert Lansing also offered a great
overview of the current issues of their

Wyn & Diane Lioyd

begins with a 1928 news article about
Mrs. Frank P. Hixon of Lake Forest
treasurer  of the

National
Women Voters and

Celebrating Civic Engagement — Fall Kickoff

Loague  of
then follows
publicity articles through 1983, We
arc now in the process of preserving

LEAGUE Ly
PAGE 2 NES

President’s Letter (Continued from p. 1)

these records before giving them ¢of
the Lake Forest Historical Society, If
you would like rto view gyl
scrapbook, please contact me.

Our Holiday Luncheon on Friday,
December 8, at Froggy's French Cafel
is fast approaching! Be sure to RSVP|
and join us for this spirited event.

Your board is looking forward to|
continuing an active year. For more|
hands-on opportunities, call a board
member and share your interests.

Looking forward to sceing you
and your friends at the Holiday|
Luncheon!

—Wyn Cain

respective local governments.

Shoreacres provided a gorgeous
setting and the weather was picture-
perfect for members to mect-and-
greet and get to know one another
better.

The event included scveral
donated prizes to support the mission
of the League: gencrous wine and
food baskets from Fresh Market
and Sunset Foods, dinner for four
from Del Rio Restaurant, and
high tea for six from Decerpath
Inn. It was a lovely beginning to
the 2017-2018 year.

~Marilyn Turchi

L to R: Bob & Mary Shaw, Terry Desmond, David Cain, Beth Berg

Thank you to our
generous contributors:

Deer Path Inn
Del Rio Restaurant
Fresh Market
Gorton Center
Lake Forest Bank and Trust
Lake Forest TV
Sunset Foods
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A Cornucopia of Program Events

&2
Our local League

participated in a cornucopia of pro-
grams this fall. In all, more than 320
attendees participated in the wide
range of events offered, plus several
are available online for further out-
reach. Many thanks to our outstand-
ing speakers, moderators, co-spon-
sors, and volunteers who contribute
to our success!

Statc  Taxes, Municipal, and
School Impacts: On October 3, LWV-
LE/LB co-sponsored “A Fiscal Stress
Test: How the State’s Decisions Im-
pact the City and Schools of Lake
Forest” with the City of Lake Forest
and Lake Forest School Districts 67
and 115 at Gorton Community Cent-
er in Lake Forest. Co-Vice President
Elizabeth “Joy” Guscott-Mueller mod-
erated the forum, which included pan-
elists Lake Forest City Council Alder-
man and Finance Committce Chair-
man Jed Morris; Lake Forest School
District 67 Board President Mike
Borkowski; and Lake Forest School

Discrict 115 Board President Reese
Marcusson.

They discussed the impact of the
newly passed state budget as it relates
to both city and school finances. Af-
ter an informative presentation, a ro-
bust and thorough question-and-
answer session followed, with partici-
pation by the elected officials, as well
as Lake Forest City Manager Robert
Kiely; Elizabeth Holleb, dircctor of
finance and IT; and Superintendent of
Schools Mike Simeck.

Future of Rail Freight Traffic:
Qur League chapter provided moder-
ator and volunteer support to “The
Future of Rail Freight Traffic” sym-
posium hosted by the City of Lake
Forest and the Villages of Bannock-
burn, Decrfield, Glenview, and North-
brook. The cvent was held at Trinity
International University in Bannock-
burn on October 11. This well-actend-
ed program brought interested mem-
bers from many communities, espe-
cially because the topic of freight

1 % & Ehssbeth "Joy" Guscott-Mueller, Reswrt Keily, Jed Morris,
Wawbeth Holleb, Reese Marcusson, Mike Borkowski,

Michael Simeck, Wyn Cain, Jennifer Hermes

being transported by local rail lines
has generated much attention in the
Chicago rcgion.

The symposium addressed current
freight issues, cargo transportation,
safcty, and environmental impacts, as
well as what the Chicagoland area can
expect in the future. The panelists in-

4

Ph.D. (School of Public Service and
director of the Chaddick Institute for
Metropolitan Development, DePaul
University); Mark Walbrun (vice pres-
ident, practice leader rail and teansic
operations,  Hatch  MacDonald);
Laura Wilkison- (executive vice presi-
dent, Metro Strategies), and Audrey
Wennink (director of transportation,
Metropolitan Planning Council).

Carol Russ, past president of LWV-
LF/LB, expertly moderated the event
by presenting a wide varicty of ques-
tions put to the panel by audicnce
members.

Illinois State Budget Series:
Hosting the third is its series of pro-
grams on the Illinois state budger,
LWV-LF/LB hosted “Beyond the
State Budget Impasse: Impacts and
Next Steps” on October 25 at Gorton
Community Center. Previous pro-
grams in the series included speakers
state Rep. Scott Drury and Ralph
Martire, executive dircctor of the
Center for Tax and Budget Account-
ability.

The distinguished panel to discuss
the new state budget and its impact
on state programs and finances

included state Sen. Julie Morrison;

Continued on p. 4 (see (4D )
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John Bouman (president, Sargent
Shriver National Center on Poverty
Law); and Sarah Wetmore {vice presi-
dent and research director, Civic Fed-
eration of Chicago). The program
was moderated by Susan Garrett,
chair of the Illinois Campaign for
Political Reform. She is also a former
state representative and state senator
in our area and served as past presi-
dent for our League. Her past exper-
ience as a legislator provided high-
level expertise that contributed to the
excellent insights, perspectives, and
information shared at this event.

A notable first for our League,
Julie Morrison appeared live from
Springfield via the internet because
she was called to a veto session. We
appreciate that she was able to keep
the meeting date, and our ability to
confer with her via livestream was
seamless. Thanks to Drew Hill,
Gorton Community Center,
Rich Torres for helping make this
technological endeavor a success!

2017 State of the State

We Extend Our
Thanks: Co-Vice Presi-
dents of Program —
Sharon  Borg, Carol
Gayle, and Elizabeth
*Joy” Guscott-Mueller —
wish to thank all of the
wonderful  volunteers
who made programming
a success this fall season,
including  Jim  Borg,
Marge Burda, Happic
Datt, Terry Desmond,
Ann  Grant, Cynthia
Morchead,
Mueller, Lois Nicol,

Carol Russ, Elizabeth Teich, Marilyn
Turchi, and Annc Vanderbilt.

As we plan for future events in
2018, we invite you to participate in
these forums and programs. We are
always in need of question readers
{read the questions the audience
submits for repetition, appropriate-
ness, etc.) and card runners (hand out
blank note cards to the audience for
their questions, collect for the quest-

Luncheon

David & to R: John Bouman, Elizabeth "Joj
Sarah Wetmore, Susan Garrett, Wyn Cain

Guscott-Muelfer,

ion readers, take approved questions
to the moderator). We also need set-
up help, greeters, and help at the
regiseration table. To sign up for an
upcoming event, please  contact
Sharon Borg at slborg@comcast.net.
Plus, always plan to attend events and
bring a friend! When you share the
League with a friend, everybody
wins!

—Elizabeth “Joy” Guscott-Mueller

On October 11, the League of
Women Voters of Illinois hosted its
lannual State of the State Luncheon at
the Union League Club in Chicago.
This year’s theme was “Shining the
Truth: Keeping the Heat On.”

The Union League Club is a per-
fect venue for this event — a stately
building filled with arc and history.
League members and guests easily

filled the room and anxiously buzzed
about the featured speakers.

LWVIL President Bonnie Cox
opened the meeting and introduced
speakers US. Senator Dick Durbin
and Renee Ferguson, an award-win-
ning investigative reporter. All three
noted the leadership and contribu-
tions of 1da B. Wells, who was a journ-
alist, newspaper editor, suffragette,
carly leader of
civil  rights
movement,  Wells’
inspirational quote,
“The way to right
wrongs is to turn
the light of cruth
upon them,” was
the catalyst for the
event’s theme. To-
gether, the presen-
ters called on the

audience to be informed, stay current
on issues, and keep pressure on our
elected officials to serve our
democracy. It was very motivating.

A number  of LWV-LF/LB
members atcended the event: Steve
and Helen Potsic, Dave and Wyn
Cain, Jim and Sharon Borg, Mary
Mathews, Judy Armstrong, Aurie
Pennick, and Jeanne Kearby. We
listened to EWVIL's kickoff campaign
to fundraise $200,000 by 2020 to
celebrate  the League’s  100-ycar
anniversary. What a good investment
in the League's future!

In closing, 1 recommend members
attend future State of the State events
to be enlightened and informed as
well as to enjoy meeting other League
members in our continued efforts sur-
rounding our democracy.

—Jeanne Kearby



mailto:slborg@comcast.net

LWV of Lake County: Ralph Martire Forum

The Leaguc of Women Voters of
Lake County held its “State and
Taxes: Connecting the Dots” public
forum at the Byron Colby Barn in
Grayslake on September 19. Ralph
Martire, exccutive director of the
Center for Tax and Budget
Accountability (CTBA), presented.
The purpose of the event was to
promote a better understanding with
the community about state taxes. It
was well-attended and resulted in
many questions from the audience.

The event kicked off with an
interactive series of poster boards that
asked  participants  what  they
appreciate most about Lake Cou
past, present, and future. Attenius
could pin their answers on s
boards. This type of activity is called
appreciative  inquiry and  was
organized and put together by
Grayslake resident and committee
member Kristy Miller.

The intent of the exercise prior to
the meeting was to remind people to

focus on what they appreciated most
about Lake County and how tackling
frustrating and complex problems
like taxation should begin in
appreciation of what we have. The
goal is that we don’t lose what we
love as we plan for the future. It set a
ositive tone for the event, allowing

L to R: Judy Armstrong, Jeanne Kearby, Linnea Strack, Amy Knutson Strack,
Ralph Martire, Kathieen Confon Wasik, Aurie Pennick

Climate Change Interest Group

for good questions in what can be a
contentious topic.
A followup “Drinks and
Dialogue” event for parcicipants took
place two weeks later to further

discuss questions raised at the forum.
—Julia Wasik

The Climate Change Interest
Group officially kicked off the year
on September 28 with a presentation
by Walter Willis, executive director of
the Solid Waste Agency of Lake
County (SWALCO). Willis informed
the group about the many services
SWALCO provides to Lake County
residents. Our group was particularly
interested in the reducsion in solid
waste disposal from the numecrous
recycling services provided to Lake
County residents.

We also learned about SWALCO’s
Jegislative impacts at the state level.
We extend our thanks to Steve

Whittington and Wendy Spreenberg
of LifeWorking/Coworking (Lake
L west) for donating their beautiful
wce for this event.

For our late October meeting, the
Climate Change Interest Group
engaged in lively conversation
sgarding recent devclopments in
sational climate change policies. We
also brainstormed Jocal action items
relating to the environment and
climate change. Key topics include
coal tar sealants (Marge Burda and
David Mueller) and food scrap
composting/recycling issues  (Ann
Grant and Lois Nicol).

Welcome, New Members!

Unless otherwise noted, we meet
the fourth Thursday each month ac
Starbucks (672 N. Western Ave. Lake
Forest) from 5:30-6:30 p.m. The next
meeting is November 30; no meeting
in December. See the calendar for
upcoming dates; all are welcome o

joint
—Elizabeth “Joy” Guscott-Mueller
and Sharon Borg

Climate Change Group Meeting Dates

November 30 February 22
No meeting in Dec.  March 22

2018 Dates April 26

January 25 May 24

Without new members, an
organization is unsustainable. We rely
on new members, not only to sustain
us but also to enhance us with their

energy and presence.

We welcome Cindy Corrigan and
Jared Rose (Lake Forest); Patricia K
Hogan (Waukegan); Carol Kay

(Mundelein). Thank you for joining.
We hope to see you at meetings and
programs so we can get to know you.

—Marilyn Turchi




— Voter Registration

Once again, our League joined
thousands of organizations across the
county to participate in National
Voter Registration Day (NVRD).
Our community-wide effort was very
successful! Led by Mary Mathews, the
team of Bev Adamczyk, Kitty Cole,
Happic Datt, Terry Desmond, Claire
Esker, Carol Gayle, Ann Grant,
Chris Moses, Rita Pickard, Jared
Rose, and Laurie Rose provided con-
tacts, made arrangements, and regis-
tered 59 people. Some folks are still
responding to the outreach. Key to
our success was partnering with other
Lake Forest and Lake Bluff entities
that allowed us to reach a widespread
audience and build relationships.

Student Involvement: During the
summer, our student member, Jared

Rose, met with Lake Forest High

School  Superintendent  Michael
Simeck and Assistant Principal Jim
Sullivan. He convinced LFHS to col-
laborate and allow the League to
provide voter registration to students

during NVRD. In September, Jared
posted flyers around the school and
rallied eligible students. Our deputy
registrars were very busy on Septem-
ber 26 thanks to Jared's work!
Municipal Partnerships: On Sep-
tember 5, the City of Lake Forest
passed a Resolution supporting Na-
tional Voter Registration Day with
Mayor Robert Lansing presenting a
certificate to President
Wyn Cain. The Village
of Lake Bluff passed 2
Proclamation about
NVRD on September
11, accepted by Past-
President Cindy
Morehead at the Village
board meeting.
conducted

Overall, we voter

1 registrations at Lake Forest City Hall,

Lake Forest Municipal Building,
Dickinson Hall, Lake Bluff Public
Library, Lake Forest Academy, Lake
Forest College, LFHS, Lake Forest
Library, and Shields Township. We
garnered good publicity in our
partners’ newsletters and in social
media. Allinall, everyone was
pleased with the results 1o raise
awareness about voter registration.
Newcomers’ Club:  We had
another opportunity to reach poten-
tial  voters with our annual
invitation from the Newcomers’
Club of Lake Bluff & Lake Forest.
Ann Grant and Wyn Cain attended
its fall luncheon at Exmore Country

Great Decisions: On To 2018!

Wyn Cain, Mayor Lansing

voter,

Club. Ann  provided :
registration while Wyn mingled with
the guests and answered questions
about the League.

Deputy Registrars: With lilinois
becoming the tenth state to enact
automatic voter registration, there are
fewer requests for deputy registrars.
However, the need exists, and the
League will respond! We are happy

that some of our mew
| members  took the
registrar training and are
ready to help out locally
or throughout the state.

Esker, Chris Moses, Lois
Nicol, and  Kirsten
Stuteville.

For information about being a
deputy registrar, or if you need to
change your registration, or know
someone who needs registration assist-
ance (we can make personal visits),
please contact Mary Mathews (847-
295-1494).
—Mary Mathews

Wyn and
Ann Grant

The Great Decisions foreign pol-
icy discussion group met on Novem-
ber 10 to discuss “Nuclear Security,”
the last article in the 2017 Great
Decisions booklet published by the
Foreign Policy Association.

Thinking ahead to 2018, if you
would like 10 join the group and re-
ceive the 2018 Great Decisions

booklet, please mail a check to Cindy
Morehead (14 Forest Hills Road,
Lake Bluff, 60044). The cost is $28.50.
This year’s topics include Russia's for-
eign policy; media and foreign policy;
Turkey: a partner in crisis; and global
health.

The 2018 booklets will be publish-
ed in January and will be delivered to

Ann Grant. We are always happy to
welcome new members. Please call
either Ann (847-234-2782) or Cindy
(847-295-6470) to actend. The first|
meeting in 2018 will be Friday,
February 9, at Lake Forest Place.

—Cindy Morehead|
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, eligious rights il be preserved.”
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— Amne
grew up in Montane s
became a state. The comes o
childien, she worked s & o
father, a carpenter and rancher.
She noted dhar women of that
e did the same work as men
[but bad no poliical voice. She.
[was acdve in social work follow:-
ing college but the Sufirage bug
bit her in 1910, Retuming o
Montana, she ran as a Republi-
can becoming the first_female
member of Congress. She was
an adament paciist, known for
hee resolve in opposing wat 2s a
solution o disputes.
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An Evening with Trevor Potter: Money in Politics

Kudos to Jean Brown! For years Phyllis
Albrecht and Jean shared their desire to
have  Trevor
Potter  speak
(He
spoke at the
LWVUS  con-
vention in

| 2012)
This  past
fall, when he
stopped in

Chicago, Jean
contacted him and chatted about family
matters. In April, Potter notified her that
he would be in the area again in May. They
quickly arranged for his coming to Lake
Forest on May 11. We are very fortunate to
have such a prom-inent expert speak about
the corrupting influence of money in poli-
tics, a long-standing League issue.

Trevor Potter may be best known as
Stephen Colbert’s super PAC lawyer,
which resulted in numerous appcarances
an The Colbert Report in 2012.

Potter is a former Chairman of the Fed-
cral Election Commission. He has been
described by the American Bar Association

Trevor Potter, President
Campaign Legal Center

Journal as “hands down one of the top law-
yers in the country on the delicate inter-
Section of politics, law, and money.” Mr.
Potter is the founding President of the
Campaign Legal Center in Washington
D.C., a non-profit which helped defend the
McCain-Feingold law in the Supteme
Court.

Mr. Potter will talk about his work to
protect our democracy and his fight for the
right of average citizens to participate in
the political process. Dark money, conflicts
of interest, election
spending, ethics, and
campaign finance e
form are some of the
topics he will cover.

The Adlai Stevenson,
Center of Democracy|
in Mettawa is co-spon-
soring, as is the Office
for Community Educa-
tion at Lake Forest College. The event witl
be held in che Lily Reid Hole Chapel ac
Lake Forest College, on Thursday, May
11, from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. You will
not want to miss this opportunity.

—Mary Mathews

revor Potter wit]
Stephen Colbert

LWV-LF/LB Annual Meeting - Come One, Come All!

Get acquainted with new members and
visit with everyonc. Enjoy good food and
good company! The meeting will be held at
the lovely home of Laurie Rose on
Wednesday, June 7th at 5:30. Watch for
your Annual Meeting Packet in the mail.
We will discuss and vote on program,

bylaws, budget and nominees for offices.
RSVP by May 26th to Linda Bartmes at
bartmes@sbeglobal.net or call her at 847-
234-7069. Please send your check for $25
to LWV-LFLB, P.O. Box 645, Lake Forest,
IL 60045, See you there!
—Linda Bartmes, Hospitalicy
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President’s Letter

} Our League
has been busy
the few
months!  Legis-
lative Interviews

Representative
Scott

Wyn Cain And several
members heard
“Voting  Rights Today” at the

Women’s History Luncheon March
11

This was followed by two
candidate debates on March 12 and on
March 19 with many member volun-

Climate Change, Gun Safety and Children's Health

teers participating. Then on April 4th
Election Day many members took
turns being poll watchers at all our
local polling sites. Meanwhile the
Climate Change Interest group con-
tinues to meet monthly at Starbucks!

You will want to mark two very
exciting May events on your calen-
dars. Our “Hot Topic” evening with
Trevor Potter comes first on Thurs-
day, May 11th. Read the more de-
tailed article about this program in
this newsletter and watch for your
posteard invitation.

he second exciting date
Saturday, May 20 at Gorton
Community Center. 'The program

titled Your Child's Healch: The Impact

of Climate Change, Health Care and
Gun Safety promises to be very
informative. Read more about this
program in this newsletter [see below]
and look for future publicity. Finally,
don't forget that our Annual Meeting
and dinner will be held Wednesday,
June 7 at the home of Lauric Rose.
Watch for your annual meeting pack-
et for the details.

Thanks for all the wonderful work
of our committees and members. We
are truly making “Democracy Work!”

Calling all parents, grandparents,
aunts, uncles, and community
members who care about the health
and development of our children!

Join us on May 20, 2017 at 3:00
p-m. in the Auditorium of Gorton
Community Center for Your Child’s
Health: The Impact of Climate
Change, Health Care and Gun
Safety with V. Fan Tait, MD FAAP,
Chief Medical Officer for the
American Academy of Pediatrics and
Senior Vice-President Child Health
and Wellness.

Dr. Taic, a pediatrician with public
policy expertise, will educate and

Your Child’s Health:
The Impact

Climate Change, Health Care, and
| Gun Safety

. Fan Talk, MID, FARP

“Know Your Government” Awards

inform participants as to current
scientific findings, how they inform
public policy, and how they impact
on the health and development of
children.

The program will be moderated
by League Treasurer Steven R. Potsic,
MD, MPH, FACPM, Regional
Health Administrator, us.
Department of Health and Human
Services (recired).

The program is complimentary
and open to the public. Bring your
friends, family and guests!

—Joy Guscott-Mueller
CoVice President of Program

Each year, our local League
presents a “Know Your Government
Award” to eighth grade students in
Lake Forest and Lake Bluff who have
been selected by their teachers, based
on their performance in the 8th
Grade Civics Curriculum.

Winning  students will  have
d

1 di

This year the award will be
presented by Co-Vice President of
Program, Joy Guscott-Mueller, on
behalf of the League, on Wednesday,
May 17, 2017, at 2:45 p.m. at Deer

Path  Middle School in the
Auditorium.
Lake Bluff Middle School award

d excellent un

will be d at the

of the democratic process both in the
classroom and by their high scores on
State and Federal Constitution tests.

i 1 5
Award Assembly held at the school
on June 8 at 3:45,

Award winners receive a certificate

of recogpition from the League and

have their names added to a plague
which remains at the school,

—Joy Guscott-Mueller

Co-Vice President of Program

Fward |
Keeww Yoar overament

{& .
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A Poll Watcher's Report on the April 4th Election

Twenty-two precincts were cover-
ed by the LWV Poll Watcher Corps,
from the 6 a.m. opening through the
7 p.m. closing. The training, so ably
provided by David Mueller and Joy
Guscote-Mueller, focused on election
law. The goal, inspired by early vor-
ing difficulties, was to be vigilant if
the election judges unnecessarily re-
quired a provisional ballot.

Ann Hamlin says her election
judges at the Knollwood Fire Station
were “persnickety.” The voting pro-
cess she observed was “well-organi-
zed, and all were well-trained.” Except
for keeping an eye on the “100 feet no
campaigning zone” at her polling site,
Ann’s day was uneventful. She com-~
mented that the mostly-older election
judges benefited from the skills of
much-younger fellow judge, a high
school student.

Ann Grant enjoyed her time at
Union Church. She has previously
worked as an election judge and gave
up that onerous t6-hour job recently.
Ann remembers manually counting
the ballots and then hand-delivering
them to the county offices. Ann feels

Drinks & Disc

1 - Climate Ch

it is essential to have obscrvers who
are not paid by the county clerk be
present to evaluate the workers’ per-
formance on election day. And that's
the poll watchers’ job: To ensure a
fair and honest election.

Ann says the site supervisor at her
polling place was “an excellent prob-
lem solver”. Steve Potsic also compli-
mented the Union Church team, say-
ing they kept an eye on the door and
accommodated anyone wanting curb-
side service when the elevator balked.
And Steve happily reports watching
several instances of same-day voter
registration,

While most of us observed minor
glitches that were resolved equably,
Linda Hinde’s assignment landed her
in a dysfunctional polling place, a
train station. When shuttle busses ar-
rived, the riders waited for their
trains in the lobby- right in the mid-
dle of the polling place. “Several peo-
ple got their ballots and left with
them when the train arrived!”

Another concern was the candi-
date who camped out with noisy sup-
porters in the cafe seating in the lob-

Interest Group

by, When their presence was chal-
lénged by Linda, they secured poll
watcher credentials for all. A candi-
date’s misbehavior is a disquieting
problem, but the poll watcher's job is
to flag inept behavior s an official
can take action. Linda concludes chis
train station is a lousy choice for a
polling place!

For my part, my pofl watching
experience was brief. Qur most enter-
taining moment came when a man
brought in his mail-in ballot to vote.
He was told to mail it or give it up|
and vote in-person, which he refused
to do. It turns out he wanted to put
his mail-in choices on his same-day!
ballot; so, my site supervisor walked
along with him while he voted.

Thanks to all our poll watchers:

Wyn Cain; Happie Datt, Ann
Grant, Ann Hamiin, Lyn Gaffigan,
Edie Rasmussen Ahern, Linda Hinde,
Steve Potsic, Anne Sorensen, Dave
Mueller, Joy Guscott-Mueller, Bev|
Nelson, Sophie Twitchell, Jean
Brown, Carol Russ, Carol Gayle, Peg|
Determan and Sue Kitzerow

~—Carol Russ|

Please join us for our monthly
Drinks and Discussion Climate
Change Interest Group on Thurs-
day, May 25, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Star-
bucks on Western Avenue in Lake
Forest. Since the last newsletter, the
group has met monthly at Starbucks.
Tt continues to attract members, with
as many as 18 attending. We
need a larger venue!

Our discussions have in-
cluded the drastic cuts propos-
ed by the current administra-
tion to funding for Great Lakes
preservation and the EPA.
Melanie Rummel shared infor-
mation on legislation relating
to land trusts that would im-
pact Open Lands. David
Mueller shared information on
state legislation passed and

signed into law in January related to
lead testing and ensuring water quali-
ty in schools and other public build-
ings.

The group also made plans to at-
tend the Chicago marches on April
22 for Science and on April 29 for
Climate Change, and brain-stormed

possible action relating to recycling
and the Lake Forest Sustainability|
Plan, and other related events in the
area. Sharon Borg and Marge Burda
attended the Climate Change March
on April 29, as did group member|
and LFHS science teacher Mary Beth
Nawor and several LFHS students.

Our group brainstorms and|
discusses ideas for local and na-
tional action items. Join the
May discussion, hear about
climate change developments,
and participate in  resulting|
initiatives! We look forward to
seeing you!
For information, please con-
tact  Joy  Guscott-Mueller,
Sharon Borg, or Carol Gayle,
Co-Vice Presidents of Program.

—Joy Guscott-Mueller|




Locally Contested Candidate Debates March 12 & 19

For almost 100 years, across the
country, at every level of govern-
ment, League of Women Voters chap-
ters have been hosting candidate de-
bates. The League of Women Voters
(LWV) seeks 10 educate voters on is-
sues at stake in elections. While prac-
tical limitations of time restrict vot-
ers’ abilities to ask every question,
LWV debates offer voters the oppor-
wnity w0 observe candidates” styles,

and ledge of the

candidates, out of a total of eight on
the ballot, vying for four positions.
At District 67, five candidates sought
four positions. The 2nd Ward Alder-
man contest featured our own mem-
ber Melanie Rummel against Paul
Hamann.

The March 12 debates were part of
hotly contested schoo! board races,
particularly in District 115, LWYV-
LF/LB encountered resistance to par-

issues.

During the most recent election
cycle, the League of Women Voters
-Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area (LWV-
LF/LB) sponsored two sets of debates
for contested local races in the April
4th Consolidated Election. The first
set was held Sunday, March 12th at
the Lake Forest High School audito-
rium, with more than 250 people ar-
tending. The debates were for three
races: Lake Forest 2nd Ward Alder-
man; District 67 School Board; and
District 115 School Board.

The District 115 debate drew the
greatest attention and featured seven

from the self-styled “Final
Four” candidates in the District 115
race, who presented a lengthy list of
concerns and complaints  abour
League process and impartiality.

In particular, the “Final Four” de-
manded that they approve the moder-
ator or that the League use multiple
moderators.  Additionally, they de-
manded that participants be forced to
show identification in order to ob-
serve the debates and that police be
present during the debate.

Terry Desmond, V.P. Voter Serv-
ices, and Wyn Cain, Dresident, re-
sponded in accordance with guide-
lines set forth by the national LWV

Welcome New Members!

and refused to alter our well-establish-
ed standards. Our national LWV
aopposes voter ID faws, and LWV-
LF/LB felt a requirement of identifi-
cation to attend a debate was inconsis-
tent with national policy. Likewise,
League policy requires independent
and previously trained moderators,
not of the candidates’ choosing.

In the end, three of the “Final
Four” candidates participated, and the
local community benefitted from ob-
serving the candidates in a public set-
ting and learning the candidates’ posi-
tions on school governance. While no
process will be universally acceptable
to everyone, the League follows the
debate format and guidelines put in
place by our national and state
Leagues.

The following Sunday, on March
19, the League held 2 second debate
covering three contested races in Lake
Bluff. According to press coverage by
the Lake Forest Leader, the “debate”
was a “friendly conversation” be-
tween candidates seeking service on
Lake Bluff's Board of Trustees, Vil-
lage Clerk, and Shields Township
Supervisor.

LWV-LF/LB thanks its many,
members who volunteered to make!
these debaes successful. In addition,
we also thaok the willingness of our
hosts, Lake Forest High Schoo! and
Lake Bluff Recreation Department,
o welcome the community to hear
these important issues debated.

—Peg Determan

2017 has brought a bounty of new
members and some returning ones to
our League: Bev Adamczyk, Meg
Barnhart, Pat Carey, Anne Duror,
Nancy Friedman, Lynn Gaffigan,
Chick Hayman, Ed Hayman, Fred

S

Steiner, Michelle Walter, John Wasik
and Emily Watts. Thank you all for
joining, we look forward to seeing
you often at programs and gatherings.
—Marilyn Turchi

Vice-President, Membership

Jackson,  Amy
Nancy Kravclsm»McClam, ]ack
Meierhoff, Susan Minorini, Christine
Moses, Catherine Richmond, Valerie

(Right) Three of our newer League

members: new Board Secretary
Marge Burda, Lois Nicol, and

Karyn Szarfiarski
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Apri 10, 2017 Fiscal Policy Forum Recap

-+ Trezks w all in mahing o
policy program Lindersanding

o saccest. Do

J)eor'gomg Budger Impasse: Pathvays s popular fiscal forem kad 2z
10 Resolution 2x Gorton Community  excellent rurnowt.

Scom Drury, Illinois State
Representative for the 38th
Disricr, and artorney Ralph
Manire, Eszecutive Director
for the bipartisan Center for
Tax and Budger Accountabili-
ty, discussed the ongoing state
budger impasse, its impact,
and how or when it might be
resolved.

The program was mod-
Scott Drury, Ralph Martire, Susan Garrett  erated by League member and
Past President, Susan Garrett,

Photos from Legislative Inerviews, et. al.

formes Ilinois Star
for the 5%h Disiiz
Minois Staze Senator fo Lhe 2%n
District.  Susan currently serves as
Chairman of the Board of Directers
for the nonparisan Ilinois
Czmpaign for Political Reform.

Many thanks t Scote Drury,
Ralph Martire and Susan Garrett for
their excellen: presentation. Be sure
to look for she video of the program,
and Ralph Martire’s informative:
Power Point presentation on our|
website.

—Joy Guscott-Mueller
Co-Vice President of Program|
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League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

114" P.0. Box 645 » Lake Forest, IL 60045
Find us on
Facebook

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
of Lake Forest-Lake Bluff Area

Stilt Going Strong Since 19267

wwwVVLFLB.org
Calendar
May 11 HOT TOPIC! Trevor Potter “"Money in Politics..."
7:30 p.m. Lily Reid Holt Chapel, LF College
May 20 "Your Child's Health... " Climate Change & Gun Safety
3-5 p.m. Gorton Community Center Auditorium
Jun7?7 Annual Meeting & Dinner

5:30 p.m., home of Laurie Rose

Jun 9-11 LWVIL Convention,
Hilton Garden Inn, Des Plaines -members welcome!

w4 Lake Bluff Parade:
LWV-LF/LB members & families invited to march
on Lake Forest Days Parade

LWV-LF/LB members & families invited to march

“The League of Women Voters of the United States supports equal rights
.

e " - v -
equalize W legal rights, obligations, and benefits available to same-
gender couples with those available to heterosexual couples. LWVUS
supports legistation to permit same-gender couples to marry under civil
law. The League believes that the civil status of marriage is already
clearly distinguished from the refigious insritution of macriage and that
religious rights will be preserved.”

League of Women Voters
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area
Board of Directors

OFFICERS
Wyn Cain
Terry Desmond
Marilyn Turchi
Joy Guscott-Mueller

President

V.P. Voter Service
V.P. Membership
Co-V.P. Program

Carol Gayle Co-V.P. Program

Sharon Borg Co-V.P. Volunteer Support
Marge Burda Secretary

Steve Potsic Treasurer

DIRECTORS

Tom Meskel Fundraising

Sally Zeit LWV-Lake County Liaison
Linda Bartmes Hospitality

David Mueller LWV-LMR Liaison

Ann Grant Director-at-Large

OFF-BOARD POSITIONS

Jean Brown Hot Topics

Carol Russ E-Alerts

Mary Mathews Facehook Editor

Ar)n Hamlin Newsletter Aggregator
Diane Sanderson Newsletter Editor
Stan Sanderson Newsletter Publisher
Nicki Snoblin Webmaster



mailto:contact@IiVV-LFLB.org
wwv.IiVVLFLB.org

AU

Inside this issue:

Fall Kick-Off 1
Welcome New Members
President’s Letter 2
Nat'l Voter Regis, Day

Fiscal Forums

Annual Meeting Report 3
Climate Change Group
Healthy Child Report

LWVIL Convention »
League Impacts!

(League Impacts, more) 5
We Love Parades

Q
&

Our Sponsors- Ad Pages

Additlonal Pictures 9

S

Calendar 1

The Right to Vote

Stanton _called
Ln:y Stone (1818-1893) the
“heart and soul” of the fight
for women’s rights. A fear-
Less orator, she opposed sla-
very and lobbied for auffrage.

writing
widely dinuibuced and inthe:
endal. Her weekly Woment
journal wras especially effec-
tive. She rejected expected
defecence 10 male authority
and pay dispari

tion provided her with the
voice and authority to pro-
mote her causes.

SUMMER 2017

LEAGUE LINES

League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

Fall Kick-Off: Honoring Margaret Hart

Tickets for raffle baskets will be sold at the
door.

Limited seating, Reservations required
by September 6. Plezse contact Linda
Bartmes 847-2347069 or www.lwv-lflb.org.
Shareacres is located at 1601 Shoreacres
Road {off of Sheridan Road) in Lake Bluff.

—Marilyn Turchi

Shoreacres, with its fantastic view of
Lake Michigan, is the perfect setting for

p-m. on Sunday, September 10. It's an ex-
quisite location to “Celebrate Civic Enga-
gement” and to honor longtime member
Margaret Hart.

Please join us for an afternoon over-
looking the lake with veteran and new
members alike while we pay tribute to
Margaret's many years of dedication to
the League and the community. Compli-
mentary light refreshments will be served.

Lake Forest Mayor Robert Lansing
and Lake Bluff President Kathleen
O'Hara will speak briefly about our
towns. The event is free to members and
their guests (bring a prospective member!).

Jean Brown and Margaret Hart

Welcome, New Members!

Spring and summer 2017 have contin-
ued to bring us new members: Cindy
Broten, Marion Cartwright, Ellen Carney

ward to seeing you
often at programs
and gatherings and

Granda, Kerry Kilmer, Julianna Kim, getting o know you
Jessica Morrison, Michael Morrison, Auric  better.
Pennick, Bob Shaw, and Kirsten Stuteville. —Marilyn Turchi

Thank you all for joining — we look for-
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President’s Letter

What a pivotal time to be a
member of the League of Women
Voters! Our League has continued to
= provide a place to

voice your
| opinion  about
' | issues  that are
important to you.
The LWVIL Con-
vention
scored something
that we have wit-
nessed in our own
League this year: men and women
across the county are joining their
local Leagues. Indeed, “Democracy is
not a spectator sport!”

This summer, our League received

under-

enthusiastic and warm responses by
parade crowds in Lake Bluff and Lake
Forest, On October 3, our League
will co-sponsor with the City of Lake
Forest about the impacts of state
fiscal policies on local municipalitics
and school districts. A state budget
progeam with will take place on
October 25 with a panel that includes
State Senator Julie Morrison. I believe
iUs important that the League
continues to be a non-partisan eader
in our communities as we all deal
with the issues facing us today.

I hope you will continve to

support our local League by
attending events, joining activitics,
and planning programs for the

National Voter Registration Day: September 26

coming year. Together our voices are
stronger! We also have bolstered our
communications efforts
with Amy Knutson
Strack, our new com-
munications / publicity
) director, coming -
U board. She is helping us
Amy Knutson coordinate our com-
Strack munications teams and
as well as our various
print and social media campaigns. We
are now on Twitter, too! Follow us
@LWVofLFLB.

Come, join in, and find your place
as we share in the fun and growth of
our League!

—Wyn Cain

Imagine hundreds of League chap-
ters and thousands of volunteers
across the country promoting voter
registration all in one day. That's ex-
acily what you will see on Tuesday,
September 26: National Voter Regis-
tration Day! LWV-LF/LB will work
hand-in-hand in our communities on
this day to promote voter registra-
tion. Already we have amazing sup-
port.

The City of Lake Foresc and che
Village of Lake Bluff are passing res-
olutions in support of the League’s
community-wide, voter registration

campaigns. Other organizations and
entities are joining our efforts, too,
including the Lake Buff Public Lib-

Save the Date: Two Fiscal Policy Forums!

rary, Lake Forest Library, Dickinson
Hall, Lake Forest Academy, Lake
Forest College, and Shields Town-
ship. Volunteers on the Voter Servi-
ces committee continue to reach out

10 other potential coalition partners.
If you are a deputy registrar and
are available on September 26, please
contact Mary Mathews. If you would
like to be trained to register citizens
to vote, also contact Mary.
Watch for more information in
our member emails, our website
www.lwv-Iflb.org, and on Facebook.
—Mary Mathews

A Fiscal Stress Test: Our League is
pleased to co-sponsor “A Fiscal Stress
Test: How the State’s Decisions Im-
pact the City and Schools of Lake
Forest” with the City of Lake Forest
and its School Districts 67 and 115.

On Tuesday, October 3, at 7 p.m.,
Mayor Rob Lansing (LF), and School
Board Presidents Mike Borkowski
(67) and Reese Marcusson (115) will
discuss the impact of the Illinois bud-
get on city and school finances at the

Gorton Community Center in Lake
Forest.

Beyond the State Budget Impasse:
The second forum will take place
Wednesday, October 25, at 7 p.m. in
Lake Forest, location to be announc-
ed. Speakers include State Senator
Julie  Morrison, Civic Federation
President Laurence Msall, and John
Bouman, president of the Shriver
National Center on Poverty Law.
The event is free and open to the

public. This program is a continua-
tion of our ongoing series addressing
Illinois  state fiscal policy. Our
previous program featured State Rep-
resencative Scott Drury and Ralph
Martire, Director of the Center for
Tax and Budget Accountability
discussing the state budget impasse.
The video is available on our website.
We hope to sec you in October at
thesc timely and important forums.
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Annual Meeting Report

The spacious Lake Forest home of
Laurie Rose set the stage for our
annual meeting in June. A large
group of our League members
gathered in three lovely dining areas
o enjoy a delicious dinner. Our
gracious hostess provided the cake
decorated with the American flag.
Committee members Emily Watts,

Climate Change Group

Lois Nicol, and Susan Minorini
greeted members with additional help
by Marilyn Turchi, Linda Bartmes,
and Sharon Borg,

After  dinner, Wyn  Cain,
president, presided over the business
meeting. Members voted to retain our
current positions on solid waste,
comprehensive plan, conservation,

and  nominating  systems  and
procedures. Members also voted to|
2 number of action

health care, climate change, voting|
rights, fiscal policy and tax reform|
(incorporating  funding public|
education and social services). New|
officers were elected for 2017-2018.

Interested in climate change and
environmental issucs?® Do yom have
ideas and questions about how to
made a difference in your world? Join
the Climate Change Group! Un-less
otherwise noted, the group meets the
fourth Thursday each month at
Starbucks (672 N. Western Ave., Lake
Forest) from 5:30-6:30 p.m.

SWALCO (Solid Waste Management

Anne Sorens:n

Agency of Lake County). regularly updates :he 1
Members of our Climate Change  group about the Lake |
Group are gathering i jon  Bluff
about the use and Enhanccmen(
Y of coal tar on Committee and its

local
Viveways  as

= man, nearby
Rave Ity Rinsciturend

Our next meeting on
28 will take place at Lufeworkmg/ Co-
working Space (717 Forest Avenue,
2nd floor, elevator available) from
5:30-6:30 p.m. Our guest speaker is
Walter Willis, executive director of

cither coal tar bans or restrictions.
Marge Burda and David Mueller head
up a committee regarding this issue
with the goal of making a presenta-
tion to the Lake Forest City Council.

Your Healthy Child- Program Report

research and  initiatives tegacding|
backyard chickens and beckecping.

If these or any climate or environ-
mencal issues are of concern, the
group welcomes you to drop by at
the regular meetings or contact Joy
Guscott-Mueller, Sharon Borg, or
Carol Gayle for further information.

—Sharon Borg|

In partnership with the American
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), our lo-
cal League hosted a public program at
the Gorton Community Center
(Lake Forest) in May entitled, “Your
Child’s Health: The Impact of Cli-
mate Change, Health Care, and Gun
Safety.” Anne Edwards, MD, FAAP,
senior vice president, primary care
and subspecialty pediatrics for the
AAP, presented excellent statistical

analysis, how data inform public pol-
icy, and how this impacts the health
and development of children.

League Treasuter Steven R, Potsic,
MD, MPH, FACPM, regional health
administrator, U.S. Deparement of
Health and Human Services (retired),
expertly moderated the program. He
also shared good information with
our distinguished speaker to make it
an enriching program for our guests.

The program demonstrated the
need for advocacy in these key areas
to protect the health and well-being
of children. Many thanks to Steve
and the many volunteers who helped
make the program a success!

The presentation, as well as Dr.
Edwards’ PowerPoint presentation, is

available on our website at lwv-
Iflb.org. Share with your friends!
—Joy Guscott-Mueller

L EE——————S
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LWVIL 58th Biennium State Convention Report

The League of Women Voters of
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area sent five
delegates to the Ilinois State Conven-
tion in June: Mary Mathews, Cindy
Morehead, Beth Berg, Marge Burda,
and Wyn Cain,

Our delegates attended a variery of
pre-convention workshops, including
environmental justice; effectively us-
ing social media; discussing contro-
versial topics; engaging new members;
developing leaders; advocacy through
alliances and collaboration; and gov-

dressed a number of advocacy issues
and positions, Members requesrefi an
advocacy letter be sent to lllinois
Governor Bruce Rauner regarding the
Jack of a state budget. LWVIL recom-
mended that the Abolition of the
Electoral College position be put to a
vote at the LWVUS convention next
year. Workshops stressed the value of
working with coalition partners, as
demonstrated by the state and nation-

al Leagues. )
The new board for 2017-2019 is
Aoow T ) - - - M

League Impacts! More to Do!

LEAGUE LINES

Roeper, vice presidents; Olemue]|

Ashford, treasurer; and Corinne
Joyner, secretary. The PMP for
LWVIL was raised to $32 and will
take effect in 2018-19.

Both President Cox and Wylecia
Harris, LWVUS CEO, spoke and in.|
spired the attendees. President Cox
called for more publicity efforts and
encouraged League to share our ef.
forts and success and pursue more
partnerships. Diversity continues to

be a goal of all of the Leagues.

[LPSToN S

Wow! This past year the League
has been successful at every level: lo-
cal, county, state and national. A
summary for our local chapter was in
the annual meeting report and can be
found on our website under the li-
brary tab. But, you ask, “What did
our other chapters accomplish?”
Much!

LWV of Lake County: Last year,
LWV of Lake County (LWV-LC) cov-
ered a lot of ground. Its eight sets of
candidate debates included races for
the 10th congressional, state senate,
state representative, county, school
board, mayor, trustees, and other lo-
cal offices in various communities a-
cross Lake County. Members also or-

ganized a popular high school mock
election and managed five busy voter
registration drives at high schools and
libraries before the 2016 election.

In addition, members of LWV-LC
conducted legislative interviews with
State Senator Terry Link, State Sena-
tor Melinda Bush, and State Repre-
sentative Sam Yingling. We partnered
with the Chicago Metropolitan Agen-
cy for Planning to offer two well-at-
tended public workshops for the
“ON TO 2050” regional comprehen-
sive plan. The event in Waukegan was
bilingual, as well.

Another significant event educated
the public about how Lake County
addresses mental health issues in the

court system, which is nationally re
cognized for its innovative solutions
We hosted “Exploring Options to the|
Criminal ~ Justice  System”  in
Bannockburn  with speakers from|
four different Lake County depart|
ments.
Ongoing projects for LWV-LC
include the Illinois Violent Death Re
porting System with Lurie Hospital,|
Des Plaines River Watershed Plan
ning Group, Clean Power Lake
County, the Citizens’ Advisory|
Group of Waukegan Harbor, and an|
active observer corps of the Lakel
County Board. There is always some-|
thing happening with LWV-LC!
LEAGUE IMPACTS: Page 5
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LEAGUE IMPACTS from page 4

LWV of Ilinois: The state League
led on many fronts this year, with im-
pacts felt in a number of areas.
LWVIL sent out more than 30 “Time
for Action” emails asking for grass-
To0ts action to contact state officials.
These included calls to pass a budger,
license gun dealers, approve automa-
tic voter registration, pass the Equal
Rights Amendment, as well as other
issues. The state League also continu-
ed its ongoing fight for redistricting
reform.

In addition to their active advoca-
cy calendar, LWVIL held five televis-
ed candidate debates. The state
League established an ad hoc commit-
tee to determine the best way for lo-
cal Leagues to work toward consoli-
dation of governmental entities and
services. LWV lllinois ended the year
with an exciting convention and the
election of a new activist president:
Bonnie Cox. Delegates voted for a
two-year jam-packed program that

We Love Parades!

will provide opportunities fer local
involvement. A significant project
over the next two years will be 1o
plan the 2018 LWVUS convention in
Chicago o kick off the League’s
100th Anniversary celebration. Now
that is a big deal!

LWV of the United States: The
national office was replete with activi-
ty, especially after the 2016 election.
Campaign finance reform, voting
rights, and climate change were pri-
mary concerns; through advocacy,
grassroots organizing, legal action,
and public education, the League
tackled these issues and more.

LWVUS reached out to thousands
of citizen activists. More than 12,000
League supporters responded to an
Action Alert about the “Election In-
tegrity” Commission, which the
League opposes. Working in coalition
with environmental groups, the
League garnered more than 100,000
public comments addressed to the

EPA regarding carbon pollution fromi
power plants.

LWVUS also mobilized g
members to protect the Affordable
Care Act and fight for access to af;
fordable healthcare for millions of
Americans. Through 2 website, the
League provided millions of voter:
across the country with essential in
formation about the election process
in each state and appropriate ballo
information.

The League has not been afraid tq
take on battles in court, joining case:

involving climate change, voter sup
pression, and gerrymandering. Ther
have been wins, but many challenged
lie ahead.

This is just a small inventory o
what your dues supported and helped
others carry out throughout the statg
and nation this year. Your continuec|
interest, involvement, and support i
crucial.

—Mary Mathew:

Thete’s nothing Iike a parade fo
bring out spirited League members.
This year we were well-represented in
both the Lake Bluff Fourth of July
parade and the Lake Forest Day Pa-
rade in early August. We earned
second-place honors in both!

With Lake Bluff's theme “Hono-
ring Our Heroes,” League members

Marilyn Turchi, Happie Datt, Beth
Berg, Wyn Cain, Jim Borg, and Sha-
ron Borg carried signs honoring first
responders and armed forces. Teen
and soon-to-be League member
Maddie Wasser drove a beautifully de-
corated Jeep.

On Lake Forest Day, Carol Russ
drove her decorated convertible, as

Wyn, Sharon, Beth, Marilyn, Robin
Huszagh, and Ann Grant paid tribute
to both the Market Square Renova-
tion and Openlands. They carried the
League banner and responded to en-
thusiastic crowds lining the parade
route. Our inflated “Uncle Sam,”
hitched a ride in all of the parades!

—Sharon Borg
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Calendar League of Women Voters
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area
Sep 10  Fall Kick-Off honoring Margaret Hart. 1-3 p.m. Board of Directors
Shoreacres, 1601 Shoreacres Rd, Lk Bluff.
Reservatons required. OFFICERS 5
wyn Cain President
Sep26  Namonal voter Kegistration Day Mary Mathews V.P. Voter Service
Marilyn Turchi V.P. Membership
Sep28  Climate Change Interest Group: Guest Speaker Walter  Joy Guscott-Mueller  Co-V.P. Program
Willis (SWALCO). 5:30-6:30 p.m. Lifeworking/ Carol Gayle Co-V.P. Program
Coworking Space (717 Forest Avenue, Lake Forest) Sharon Borg Co-V.P. Volunteer Support
Oct 3 “A Fiscal Stress Test: How the State’s Dec Marge Burda Secretary
Impact the City and Schools of Lake Forest. v e Treasurer
7-8:30 p.m. Gorton Community Center
400 E THinois Rd, Lake Forest DIRECTORS
Tom Meskel Fundraising
Oct25  “Beyond the State Budget Impasse.” Speakers Jane Partridge LWV-Lake County Liaison
Julie Morrison, Laurence Msall, John Bouman. 7 p.m. Linda Bartmes Hospitality
Location TBA David Mueller LWV-LMR Liaison
Ann Grant Director-at-Large
Oct 26 imate Change Interest Group: Drinks & Discussion. Amy Knutson Strack Communicatis 35 /Publicity
5:30-6:30 p.m. Starbucks (672 N Western Ave, Johm Wasik LWV-UMRR Liaison

Lake Forest)

Dec8 Holiday Party, Location TBA- OFF-BOARD POSITIONS

Carol Russ E-Alerts
u " - Mary Mathews Facebook Editor
‘The League of Women Voters of the United States supports equal rights !
for sl \eer state and federal law:. The LWVUS supports lcgilation to| A Hamiin Newsletter Aggregator
equalize the legal rights, obligations, and benefits available to same.| Diane Sanderson Newsletter Editor
gender couples with those available to heterosexual couples. LWVUS | ~ Stan Sanderson Newsletter Publisher
i Nicki Snoblin Web Manager

supports legislarion to permit same-gender couples to marry under civil
law. The League believes that the civil status of marriage is already
clearly distinguished from the religious institution of marriage and that
religious rights will be preserved.”
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The Right to Vote

Rosa Parks (1913-2005)
wouldn's les the color of her
skin determine whether she
could sit. It led 10 hee areesr, the
Montgomery bus boycor, and
was a calyst for the Civil
1aenes piovement

Her advocacy fed her 1o the
local NAACP. Rosa's discovery
that the local Air Force base was
registered to vore,

Shebecame 3 saffsge o 3

Seiewe Sucicy

Gerting a little stir crazy sta
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League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

President's Letter

It’s an exciting time of year: candidate
debare and program planning time!

The League is known for offering
candidates a place to share their views on
issues and the voters a chance to question
the candidates in a moderated forum.

Come to the congressional and county

—
League members learn about city and county
governments from Lake Forest ity Alderwomen
Meianie Rummel and Lake County Board
Member and former Lake Forest Mayor Mrke
Rummel at the home of Wyn Cain. It wa:

B e e O Re e T s
and learn about running for Iocal pubiic office.

Sound Off for Program
Planning
g inside?
We have the solution! Please enjuy Diane
Lloyd's warm hospitality and a delicious
light dinner while members gather to
discuss important national and local issues.
This annual Program Planning meeting is
See "Planning,” p. 2

League in action!

‘hen be sure to join
our Program Planning
meeting on February
20. Your views and
interests matter to
decide which issues the
League will focus on
next year. We will also
discuss the ERA and
Electoral College issues at the national
level. Please RSVP to Linda Bartmes to
save a seat at this important dinner
meeting.

As you read through the newsletter,
note how our League continues to grow in
members, activities, and supporters. Your
board welcomes your input and offers to
help macch your interests with committee
activities. Call any board member to find
when and how you may contribute to this
organization. We welcome your active par-
ticipation.

Enjoy reading what the League of
Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff
Area has been doing these past few
months! We're proud of our accomplish-
ments! Thank you Members!

Wyn Cain

All Out for Voter Services!

During the past several months, the
Voter Services committee has been hard at
work for the upcoming March 20 primary
election with a three-prong approach:
debates, voter registration, and GOTV.

Congressional and clerk debates:
Members from LWV-LF/LB are teaming

See “Voter Services” p. 2




LEAGUE LINgs
PAGE 2

Planning (Continued from p. 1)

Tuesday, February 20, 4o 7 p.m. at
Dianc’s home (500 Collcge Road,
Lake Forest). Please call Linda
Bartmes in advance to make

a reservation (847-234-7069). If
arriving after work or late, just let
Linda know. The discussion-planning
meeting begins at 5:30 p.m.

We need your feedback: Program
planning is an essential Leaguc tool to
focus and prioritize our work and
ensure that League resources are
engaged to have the most impact.
Every year League members across
the country are asked to participate
in this formal program planning
process, which provides feedback on
the League’s public policy positions
and future advocacy cfforts. This

year, national and local positions are
discussed; state and local positions are
covered in odd years. .

In a grassroots organization s_uch
as the LWV, all members are invited
to play an active role in directing and
participating in the work, The annual
program planning meeting on
February 20 enables our members the
opportunity to have a voice where
Leaguc advocacy priorities should be
for the next two years at the national
level, as well as the next year for local
action.

We will review our four local
positions found in the membership
directory and discuss which are
important in Lake Forcst and Lake
Bluff to recommend as “Action Foci.”

Voter Services (Continued from p. 1)

As resources (time, energy, interest,
funds) are limited, we need to
determine priorities. Some questions
to consider as to what will make an
impact in Lake Forest and Lake Blug:

s there widespread member
interest?

o]s this a timely issue?

oI5 local government action the
mast cffective way to address the
problem?

oI5 League involvement likely to
make an impact?

o]s there an existing national,
state, county, or local position that
can be used as a basis for action?

Please join fellow Leaguc members
for riveting conversations, decision-
making, and a delicious supper!

up with members from sister chapters
in Deecfield and Highland Park/
Highwood for a set of stimulating
debates on Sunday, February 18.

Three Republican candidates for
the 10th Congressional District and
two Democratic candidates for Lake
County Clerk will participate from
these two hotly contested races.

Whoever wins the primary will
take on the incumbents,
Congressman Brad Schneider (D) and
Lake County Clerk Carla Wyckoff
(R), in the November general
election.

As the three Republican
congressional candidates have never
held public office, their answers to
audience questions will play a major
role in helping voters decide cheir
candidate in November. Douglas R.
Bennett (Deerfield), Sapan Shah
(Libertyville), and Jeremy Wynes
(Highland Park) have widely differing
backgrounds, positions, and
priorities.

Controversial areas on which the
candidates may not agree include
infrastructure, Israel, healthcare, tort
reform, spending, and the travel ban.

One has signed Grover Norquist's
Americans for Tax Reform pledge,
whilc another one s pro-choice.
There are differences of opinions
among these candidates.

The two Democratic candidates
for Lake County Clerk, Adam R.
Broad (Buffalo Grove) and Robin M.
O'Connor (Libertyville), have been
active in politics for many years.
However, they do differ in their
approaches to improve the Clerk’s
office, and this could be important to
residents when they voe.

League members will want to
attend and ask their questions. Our
cosponsor, the North Shore
Unitarian Church (2100 Half Day
Road, Bannockburn), is hosting the
event. The debate starts at 2 p.m.;
doors open at 1:30 p.m. There is
plenty of parking.

Voter registration: On our voter
registeation front, League members
continue to express interest in
becoming depucy voter registrars.
There were only two training classes
this winter, but more will be
scheduled later in the year. We have
quite a few registrars now and are

able to help other organizations
when they ask.

We also are proud of our “Primo
Traveling Registrar” Ann Grant, who
carries registration forms with her at
all times, and immediately can help
interested people throughout Illinois!

Get Out The Vote: Finally, we
have started our Get Out The Vote
(GOTV) outreach to encourage
voting by using Facebook and print
campaigns. We will also promote
LWVIL's voter guide. Either click on
the "Voter Guide" button on the
LWVIL websice { Iwvil.org ) or go
directly to lwvil.civicengine.com.
LWVIL has partnered with The
University of Chicago Institute of
Politics to make it easy for voters to
rescarch candidates and referendums
in the state.

If you have any questions or want
1o be involved in our voter services
portfolio, please contact Mary
Mathews or one of our committce
members: Beth Berg, Peg Determan,
Ano Grant, Robin Huszagh, Laurie
Rose, Wyn Cain, and Amy Knutson
Strack.

—Mary Mathews
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Holiday Luncheon Delig

hts

“The annual holiday luncheon wa
held December 8th at Frogey's in
tighwood, As always, the food was
delicious and the company great!
Barcy Bradford offered an
entertaining presentation, "The
History of Satire in America."

Carric Catt Chapman Award:
During the luncheon, Cindy
Morchead received this year’s Carrie
Catt Chapman Award, which she
greatly deserved. During active and
challenging times, she has seen it all

Cindy Morehead

with a variety of contributions. Her
thoughtful deliberation, experience,
generosity, and graciousness are

L to R: Linda Bartmes, Barry Bradford, Marilyn Turchi, Wyn Cain

years, first in 1995 as program chair.
She rejoined and planned many
popular program activities from 2002
to 2005 with Sally Zeit and from 2010
to 2012 with Lisa Dietrich.

In 2008, responding to the request
from LWVIL and fellow members,
Cindy 2ssumed the role of co-
president with Lisa. In her quiet and
efficient manner, she stabilized the
League and guided it through a
period of changes.

A major impact she spearheaded
was our first local foray into the
LWVIL redistricting efforts, She
guided League members to gather
signatures for the Fair Map

d

; under her leadershi

valued highly by League member
Cindy served on the board for 14

LWV-LF/LB received hundreds of

Welcome New and Returning Members!

We are happy to add new
members to our League: Maria
Pasquesi (Deerfield); Mary Beth
Nawor (Highland Park); Liz Dorney-
Wilcox and Jacqueline P. Johnson
(Lake Bluff); Jo Ann Desmond (Lake
Forest); and Dr. Karen Carlson
(Waukegan). Mary Ritter (Lake
Forest) has rejoined our ranks.

Also, three high school students
joined our organization: Kelscy
Marx, Julia Wasik, and Maddie
Wasser.

Thank you all for joining! We
look forward to seeing you at
programs and events — invite your
friends and introduce them to
League. Welcome!

signatures during the project.

Cindy also served as treasurer
(2006-2008), secretary (2012-2014), at-
farge director (2015-2016) and chair of
the nominating committee (2016-
2017).

Cindy continues to volunteer as
deputy registrar as well as at parades,
conventions, fundraising events,
AAUW programing, candidate
debates, and the Great Decisions
program. Cindy most recently
accepted on behalf of the League the
Village of Lake Bluff's Proclamation
supporting National Voter
Registration Day.

—Linda Bartmes and Mary
Mathews

Thank you to our
generous SUPPRFESEST Turc!

Froggy's French Cafe
Gorton Community Center
Lake Forest Bank and
Trust
Lake Forest TV
Starbucks
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Making Democracy Work: Gerrymandering Progr

LEAGUE Lingg

am a Great Success!

A standing-room-only crowd filled
the Gorton Center on a wintery
night for a panel discussion, "Making
Democracy Work: Gerrymandering
and lts Impact on Public Policy,” on
January 24. The Adhai Stevenson
Center on Democracy cosponsored
the event.

The distinguished panel of
Nicholas Stephanopoulos (professor,
University of Chicago law); Lori
Lightfoo (partner, Mayer Brown);
and state Rep. Scott Drury presented
an engaging and educational program
about hyperpartisan gerrymandering
and its effect on public policy. Their
collective expertise demonstrated that
fair maps are essential to protect
voting rights.

Stephanopoulos discussed the
“Efficiency Gap” formula, which he
co-developed, that quantitatively
measures the effect of
gerrymandering and calculates wasted
votes. He offered a number of
national court cases in his
presentation, including Gill v.
Whitford that the Supreme Court is
expected to rule on later this spring.

He discussed several examples of
what makes a case for
gerrymandering — the intent — as
well as how a typically “purple” state
like Wisconsin becomes “ruby red” in
its policies.

Stephanopoulos also represented
the LWV in a partisan
gerrymandering case in North
Carolina in which a panel of judges

. W Cah L LR, B By, Nicholas
Stephanopoulos, and Elizateth “Joy” Guscott-Mueller

legis from lllinois in

held in January that state legi
maps drawn were gerrymandered in a
partisan manner and ordered them
redrawn, Stephanopoulos truly
provided an insider perspective on the
impact of gerrymandering litigation.
Lightfoot discussed her rofe and
hands-on experience with
gerrymandering as counsel to the
Independent Maps Coalition,
including background in the last
attempt for a constitutional
amendment. She also described how
districts are drawn in Illinois to
protect legislators so they don’t have
to compromise, thus ignoring the will

of the
Political and racial gerrymandering distorts and Peogl:‘;ry
undermines representative democracy by allowing el o
officials to select their voters rather than voters to role as one
elect their officials. When done for purposes of of two
racial discrimination or to ensure the dominance of § Democratic
one political party, gerrymandering runs counter state
to equal voting rights for all eligible voters. legislators to
join 15
LWVUS Making Democracy Work: Redistricting Rl“r“b“‘?“n
state

an amicus brief in Gill v. Whitford
and why he made the decision to do
so. He also discussed how partisan
gerrymandering impacts the
legislative process, drawn from his
experience as a state representative
from the 58th district.

Wyn Cain and Nancy Stevenson
(president, Adlai Stevenson Center on|
Democracy) opened the event, and
Elizabeth “Joy” Guscott-Mueller
served as moderator, inchuding
navigating a robust and informative
question-and-answer session from the
audience.

Many thanks to our outstanding
speakers, cosponsor, and League
volunteers, including Sharon Borg
and Carol Gayle (co-vice presidents of
program), for contributing to the
success of this event,

A video of the program is
available on YouTube, accessible from
our website.

—Elizabeth “Joy” Guscort-Mueller

[T e e
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LWV of Lake County Acti

ies

Wonderful news! We kick off
2018 celebrating the leadership and
work of two LWV-LC members!

MaryFran Troha: Waukegan
Township recognized MaryFran
Troha with the 2018 Drum Major

C Toee—
'b o Mt

MargFpances Toohar

‘Women Voters of Lake
County. We are very
proud of MaryFran
receiving this this well-
deserved Drum Major
award that recognizes she
is out in front serving
others.

Aurie Pennick: Lake
County Women’s
Coalition will honor
Aurie Pennick at its
annual Women’s History
Month Luncheon on
Sarurday, March 3 at
Midlane Country Club in
Wadsworth. This year’s theme,
“Women Empowering Women,
Fighting All Forms of
Discrimination,” aptly describes
much of Aurie’s distinguished career
over the years. Aurie dedicates herself
to serve “as an advocate for

inalized people, those whose

Honoree award at its annual Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Dreamers’
Breakfast on Jan, 15, More than 500
people attended the celebration.
MaryFran was ized for her

voices are too often drowned out and
ignored.” Aurie’s ideas, experience,
and energy inspire us.

MaryFran and Aurie recently
worked together with other

Jeadership efforts in Waukegan and
many activities through the League of

to present a very
successful tax program with Raiph
Martire in Waukegan. It was recorded

Climate Change Interest Group: Looking Forward to Spring and Earth Day!

Aurie Pennick

on Facebook live
and shared with
many groups.
Plans are
underway for
another public
event — stay
tuned!

county level of
government, we
have a potpourri
of issues to tackle
spanaing a diverse
jurisdiction, Currently members are
addressing air and water pollution,
violence and violent death,
redistricting, consolidation,
immigration, criminal justice,
regional planning, and the ERA.

We also fit in standard League
activities, such as voter registration,
candidate debates, and observing
public meetings. All local League
members are automatically members
in LWV-LC and are invited to take
action throughout Lake County.
Contact Jane Partridge or Linda
Bartmes for more information.
—Macy Mathew:

The Climate Change Interest
group continues to meet each month
with much success. We have a bright
start for 2018: Group member David
Mueller has been appointed by the
LWV of Illinois to serve on the LWV
of Lake Michigan Region (LWVLMR)
board of directors beginning in 2018.

LWVLMR advocates for
conservation and preservation of
Lake Michigan waters, an issue near
and dear to the interest group.

The group is also looking forward
to Earth Day and is in the process of
developing initiatives related to events
in our i ities. So far,

many terrific ideas have emerged.
Join the next meeting to continue the
discussion and planning!

utumn recap: [n November,
Carol Gayle and Sharon Borg
facilitated a lively conversation about
developments in national climate
change policies, as well as
brainstormed ideas regarding local
action items. These include coal tar
sealant issues (Marge Burda/David
Mueller) and food scrap composting/
recycling issues (Ann Grant/Lois
Nichol).
Elizabeth “Joy” Guscott-Mueller
facilitated the January meeting. Ann

Grant and Lois Nichol updated the
group on their meeting with the
village administrator in Lake Bluff
regarding food scrap composting/
recycling issues.

"The group plans to explore if it
can help bring food scrap composting,
and cextile recycling to Lake Forest.

The group meets the fourth
Thursdzy of the month from 5:30
p-m. 10 6:30 p.m. at the Starbucks in
Lake Forest (672 North Western
Avenue).

—Elizabeth “Joy” Guscott-Mueller|
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Women's March

“Be in the room where it Buckingham Fountain to Grant Park organizations about why they
happens!” Team LWV-LF/LB joined  to Federal Plaza. Our members planned 1o march, including our own
local Leagues throughout the marched, texted, and Tweeted their LW/V-LF/LB President Wyn Cain {sec
Chicagoland area at this year’s support. .9, "Bonus Pictures"). What a great
‘Women’s March and found In addition, the Daily Herald highlight for our League!
camaraderie everywhere—from interviewed eight women from local

"W helever you
do vl be
opnicont, pot
it isvery
inporkone”

You doit?

AWOMAN'S P
1S IN THE HOU
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League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area
I3 1" Po Box 645 - Lake Forest, iL 60045

Find us on

Facebook

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
of Lake Forest-Lake Blufl Area

Stilt Going Strong Since 1926!
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contact@VVLFLB.org
www,IVMLFLB.org

Calendar

Candidate Debates (North Shore Unitarian
Church, 2100 Half Day Road, Bannockburn)

Feb 18

Feb 20 Program Planning (Home of Diane Lloyd)
Women's History Month Luncheon (Wilmette
Park District Golf Club Restaurant, 3900 Fairway
Drive, Wilmette)

Mar 11
Mar 20 Primary Election (Vote!)
Reoccurring Meetings

Climate Change Interest Group:
Feb 22, Mar 22, Apr 26, May 24

Great Decisions Foreign Policy Group:
Mar 9, Apr 13, May 11

supports legislation to permt same-gender couples to marry under civil
Tao The League believes that the civil stawus of marriage is already
clearly distinguished from the religious of marriage and that

League of Women Voters
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area
Board of Directors

OFFICERS

Wyn Cain

Mary Mathews

Marilyn Turchi

Elizabeth "Joy"
Guscott-Mueller

President
V.P. Voter Service
V.P. Membership

Co-V.P. Program

Carol Gayle Co-V.P. Program
Sharon Borg Co-V.P. Volunteer Support
Marge Burda Secretary

Steve Potsic Treasurer

DIRECTORS

Tom Meskel Fundraising

Jane Partridge LWV-Lake County Liaison
Linda Bartmes Hospitality

David Mueller LWV-LMR Liaison

Ann Grant Director-at-Large

Amy Knutson Strack Communications/Publicity

OFF-BOARD POSITIONS

Carol Russ E-Alerts

Mary Mathews Facebook Editor

Ann Hamlin Newsletter Aggregator
Diane Sanderson Newsletter Editor
Stan Sanderson Newsletter Publisher
Nicki Snablin ‘Web Manager
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The Right ta Vote

2 i

Llen Maran (1847-1916)
resaded 10 Lombard at 2 time
when Ilinois towns could wate
“private laws.” Most of these
charters were specifically “male
only” when it came to che right
to vote. Ms. Marnn discavered

1.

the furst for Minois.
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League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

President's Letter

Spring has brought and continucs to Safety.”
bring many activitics for the League of On May 19, be sure
Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff  to attend the Environ-

Arcal mental Expo and Cli-
Your board hopes you have takenad-  mate Change Forum.

vantage of the candidate debates in March;  Tom Skilling (from

the new Healtheare Interest group meet- ~ WGN-T'V) returns to

ings; the Earth Day and Environment Ac-  lead a pancl discussion .

tivities from the Climate Change Interest  with Mary Gade (Gade Lo @t

I Group, LLC.) and Donald
. Wuebbles, Ph.D. (University of lllinois)
about climate change policy and the
environment. Before and after the forum,
Lake Forest High School students will have
their environment projects on display, as
well as projects from area organizations.
This community-wide event is not to be
missed!

Then on Junc 13, we will all gather at
League member Kitty Cole’s Lake Forest
home for our Annual Meeting. This annual
membership dinner and meeting culmi-
group; and Rep. Brad Schncider’s talk May ~ nates our year’s activities and is when we
2 “Money in Politics: Impact on Gun set forth plans for the coming year.

See "President's Letter" p. 2

ir al Expo!

Tom Skilling Returns, Plus an Er

An afternoon panel with WGN-TV's Chiel Metcorologist Tom
Skilling — combined with an environmental expo led by local
organizations and high school students — is a sure-fire way to bring
wgether a community about climate change.

We are delighted o cosponsor with Lake Forest High School,

“Developments in Climate Change Science and Policy: Obstacles
and Opportunities,” on Saturday, May 19, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. at
Lake Forest High School (Auditorium, 1285 N. McKinley Rd.,
Lake Forest). The event is free and open to the publ®

Joining Skilling on the panel will be attorncy Mary Gade (Gade
Environmental Group, LLC.) and Donald J. Wuebbles, Ph.D.

See "Skilling & Expo" p. 2




Skilling & Expo (Continued from p. 1)

(University of lllinois). Gade is a for-
mer regional administrator for the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. Wuebbles is a professor of atmo-
spheric science and presidential fel-
fow. He is also the former assistant
director with the Office of Science
and Technology Policy at the Exec-
utive Office of the President
(Washingon, D.C.).

Together the panel will discuss re-
cent developments in climate change
science, policies, and strategies for the
ture.

A new environmental expo will
take place before the forum with pro-
jects developed by students and com-
munity organizations. The expo

opens at 3:30 p.m. in the auditorium
foyer and will remain open at the
close of the forum until 6:30 p.m.
Organizations taking part in the expo
include:

« LFHS Environmental Club

« LFHS Human Rights Club

« LFHS Library

* LWV-LF/LB

o Lake Forest Public Library

« Lake Forest Open Lands
Association

o Lake Bluff Open Lands
Association

 The Center for Conservation
Leadership

 Rotary International, Lake
Forest Chapter

Presi 's Letter (Ci

dfromp. 1)

Look for the packet and invitation to
arrive in your mail soon with further
details.

Allimportant this year is the
League of Women Voters® 53rd
National Convention to be held in
Chicago on Thursday, June 28,
through Sunday, July 1. The
convention will be at the Hilton
Chicago (720 South Michigan Ave.,
Chicago). To register, visit

formm oo for program and

registration forms. This is a great way
to learn more about the League!

Finally, mark your calendars now
for the July 4 Lake Bluff parade and
the Lake Forest Day Parade on
August 1. We will be marching again
— familly and friends are welcome to
join us! I¢s a perfect way to spend a
summer day!

—Wyn Cain

Annual Meeting: Come One! Come All!

Get acquainted with new
members and catch up with your
League colleagues while we gacher for
the Annual Meeting on Wednesday,
June 13, at 5 p.m. Enjoy wonderful
food from Fresh Market in the good
company of friends at the beautiful
home of Kitty Cole.

The Annual Meeting packet with

details about next year’s program,
bylaws, budget, and nominees for
offices will be mailed to members in
mid-May. Please bring this packer
with you to the meeting where we
will discuss these items and vote,
RSVP by June 1 to Linda Bartmes

(bartmes@sbeglobal.net or 847-234.

7069). Cost per person is $25. Please

Welcome New Members!

Spring is the time for new growth,
and our League continues to grow in
numbers.

We are pleased to add these new

members to our roster: Nancy W.
Cook (Libertyville), Kathryn C.
Gilbertson and Linda Remensynder
{Lake Forest), and Sandra Washburn

* Green Minds

* Citizens for Action

W are exited to partner with
Lake Forest High School for this
educational even, bringing students
and community members together
for this day. Invite your friends and
family!

—Elizabeth “Joy” Guscott-Mueller

[SSa————

MORE
PERFECT
DEMOCRACY

send checks directly to LWV-LF/LB
{P.O. Box 645, Lake Forest, IL
60045). See you there!

—Linda Bartmes and Marilyn
Turchi

(Mundelein). Thank you all for

joining! We look forward to seeing

you at programs and events.
—Marilyn Turchi
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Poll Watchers Team Up for Primaries

Poll watchers from LWV-LF/LB
werc out in force for the March pri-
mary election. Under state law, the
League is onc of a class of organiza-
tions permitted to obtain poll-watch-
ing credentials and training. David
Mueller trained LWV-LF/LB volun-
teers about poll-watching roles and
responsibilities, as well as common
voting issues and problems.

Volunteer poll watchers assigned
to Lake Forest, Lake Bluff, and
Knollwood voting sites obscrved the
election process, documented prob-
lems, and provided non-partisan infor-
mation to voters. Many thanks to our

volunteers Happy Datt, Jean Brown,
Elizabeth “Joy” Guscort-Mucller,
Carol Gayle, Carol Russ, Lynn
Gaffigan, Sharon Borg, and David
Mucller.

This effort — to provide a non-
partisan poll-watching presence of
our election process — is a continua-
tion of an effort that began last ycar.
Our poll watchers look for voting
cquipment malfunctions, election
judge staffing and training irregulari-
ties, electioneering, and cnsurc that
vulnerable classes of voters do not re-
ceive additional scrutiny or impedi-
ments to the voting process. Our

Climate Change Interest Group

trained poll warchers work with vo-
ters, the election judges, and the Lake
County cler’s office to address any
issues.

The LWV-LF/LB poll watchers
will be at sites in November, and we
will need volunteers to provide cover-
age for all voting precincts on Elec-
tion Day. These enthusiastic “Voter
Protection” volunteers play a critical
role to ensure access to the polls and
election integrity. Pleasc contact
David Mueller
(dmucller@guscottmuellerlaw.com) to
sign up for November!

—David Mueller

"The Climate Change Interest
“Drinks and Discussion” Group
continues to meet on the fourth
Thursday of the month at Starbucks
on Western Avenue in Lake Forest. In
February and March, Elizabeth “Joy”
Guscott-Mueller facilitated the
meetings to discuss developments in
nationwide climate change policics, as
well as brainstorm local action plans.

Forum and Expo: The group has
been actively cngaged in planning the
upcoming Climate Change Forum,
“Developments in Climate Change
Science and Policy: Obstacles and
Opportunities,” on May 19 featuring
WGN-TV Metcorologist Tom
Skilling. The group has been instru-
mental in reaching out to local com-

Enjoy an evening of laughter and
benefit LWVIL and LWV Chicago at
the same time, The LWVUS national
convention is in Chicago this year,
from June 28 1o July 1. As host city
and state, we are presenting famed
Second City comedy in a special
performance. A portion of proceeds
will benefit the host Leagues.

Mark your calendar for Friday,
June 29, right on the site of the

munity groups to bring a new Envi-
ronmental Expo to the forum this
year, with a successful response from
many environmentally focused
groups. (Sce Pages 1 & 2). Interested
in volunteering for this exiting cvent?
Please contact Sharon Borg
(stborg@comcast.net).

Water Day: David Mueller is an
interest group member and also
serves as a representative of LWV
Lake Michigan Region (LWVLMR).
He's been able to keep the group up-
to-date on a number of issues. A high-
light this year is the upcoming
LWVLMR Annual Meeting and
“Water Day” Symposium that will be
held on June 27 (the day before the
LW VUS Convention) at the Standard

LWVUS Convention Fundraiser: Second City!

Club in Chicago. The event will fea-
ture a roundup of water advocacy pro-
jects from around the country, includ-
ing a speaker from the US Geological
Survey on the “Internet of Water.”
The evening will close with a dinner
and speech by Howard A. Learner
(Environmental Law and Policy
Center) about the degradation of the
environmental protection safety net.
All are welcome to register and at-
tend {costs range from $25 to $85).
Contact David with questions!

The next meetings will be
Thursday, May 24, and Thursday,
June 28, as the discussion and
planning continues! All are welcome!

—Elizabeth “Joy” Guscott-Mueller

convention at the Hilton Chicago
Hotel, Grand Ballroom, 7:30 - 8:30
pom. Tickets for yourself and your
friends can be ordeted via hutps://

leagueofwomenwoters.ticketleap.com/
secondcity/.

You do not need to be registered
for the Convention to attend chis
Second City performance.

Please note the $52 ticket price
plus fees has a preconvention
purchase deadline of June 25. After
that, tickets can oaly be purchased
onsite at convention of ticket price of
$58, plus fees.
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LEAGUE LINES

Community Forum Provides Railroad Exp

ion Information

Since the Chicago-Milwaukee
Intercity Rail Corridor proposal was
first presented more than two ycars
ago, LWV-LF/LB — along with other
local Leagues — has been following
this proposal and submitted com-
ments to the Federal Railroad Admini-
stration asking for more detailed infor-
mation or an Environmental Impact
Statcment (EIS).

On April 5, the Lake Forcst City
Council’s Resolution restated and
reaffirmed the City of Lake Forest’s
opposition to the Chicago-Milwaukee
Intercity Passenger Rail Corridor
proposal and reaffirmed the Cicy’s
request for an EIS,

Section 4 of the Resolution states:
“The City Council is opposed to the
Project and to any increased freight
traffic on the Metro MD-N Line be-

causc of the City Council’s strong
belief that it will create unacceptable
bealth, safety and environmental im-
pacts to our community.”

Scetion 5 of the Resolution states:
“The Mayor and City Manager are
hereby directed to continue working
with representatives of the Villages of
Glenview, Northbrook, Deerficld,
and Bannockburn and with our resi-
dents and representatives of
ACTION to further explore oppor-
tunities to influence WisDOT, IDOT,
Amtrak and the FRA and to discour-
age the construction of this Project or
any other project improvements
which would negatively impact the
health, safety or welfare of our
residents.”

A Citizens for ACTION group
held a community forum April 25 at

Gorton C. Center to
further cxplain the project. LWV-LF/
LB, along with Lake Forest Open
Lands Association, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency,
and the Army Corps of Enginee

have voiced concerns about the envi-
ronmental impacts for the entire com-
munity, including the Middlefork
Savanna, nearby schools, and Lake
Forest High School sports fields.
Wyn Cain spoke bricfly about the
Leaguc’s concerns and encouraged res-
idents to learn for themselves about.
the project and contact their legisla-
tors.

League members will want to fol-
low this local issue as it unfolds in the
next few months.

—Wyn Cain

Off and Running! Healthcare Interest Group

We had a terrific start for the
inaugural Healchcare Interest Group
meeting. The group met on March 13
at the Lake Bluff Library with 19
League members and one guest. The
group also met on April 17.
Participants discussed a variety of
healthcare ropics to jump-start ideas
for future meetings, including

* Substantial costs, including
drugs

* Inability to determine cost prior
10 service

* Navigating multiple insurance

and drug providers

© Per capita healtheare
expenditures

« Inability of Medicare to
negotiace drug prices (Congressional
Law)

« Cuts in Medicaid and
reproductive healchcare

« Affordability of nursing home
care

* Availability of mental health

services

® Use of opioids

« Single-payer system and

approaches in other countries

« Healthcare and the 2018
clections.

The next meetings are Tuesday,
May 15, and Tuesday, June 12, from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Lake Bluff
Library (123 E. Scranton Avenue) in
the lower-level conference room. If
you have friends who are interested
in healthcare issues, please invite
them. All arc welcome to attend.

—Steve Potsic




Busy, Busy, Busy Voter Services!

Your Voter Service team was very
productive during the recent primary
season with candidate debates and
“Get Out the Vore” activities,

Debate time: Candidate debates
held on Sunday, February 18, were
very successful. More than 200
ateendees listened to the two
Democratic candidaces running for
Lake County clerk, a position
currently held by Carla Wyckoff. The
second debate included three
Republican candidates running ‘1c
10th Congressional District. Each
hoped to take on Rep. Brad Schneider
in November. Both debates engaged

First Debate

Second Debate

February 18 Debates Crowd

Robin Huszagh and Beth Berg help stage the scene
at the primary debates. They are eager to work
with more volunteers again for the candidate
debates for the November generat etection!

audience members, and they
submitted more questions than could
be answered in the allotted time.

We were fortunate to have the
expertise of 30 members from three
local League chapters (LWV-LE/LB,
Highland Park/Highwood, and
Deerfield) who volunteercd their time
for the debates. North Shore
Unitarian Chuich in Bannockburn
also hosted and cosponsored the
event. Special mention goes to Valerie
Krejcie fox moderating; Peg
Determan for organizing the
candidaces; Ann Grant for staffing the
membership table; and Robin
Huszagh and Beth Berg for managing
all of the volunteess. Terey Desmond,
Claire Esker, Ann Hamlin, Jackie
Johnson, Kelsey Marx, Lois Nicol,
Laurie Rose, Trude Roselle, and
Anne Vanderbilt worked with
volunteers from the other Leagues
and ensuted everything ran
smoothly.

We received excellent media
coverage with reporters from two
news sources: the Daily North Shore
and the Lake Forest Leader. Both
included long articles with pictures.
Additionally, our debate picture was
the cover of the Lake Forest Leader.

school to VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!
Once again our “inside man” at
Lake Forest High School, Jared Rose,
successfully encouraged many
students to register and vote. He is a
force to be reckoned with, and we
will miss his leadership and help
when he leaves for college in the fall.

The Voter Service team will be
gearing up shortly for voter
registration and debate planning. Let
s know if you would like to be
involved; we have many different
opportunities!

We were pleased o receive
such wonderful visibility
and publicity for the
League across a number of
medium:

Llinois Primary Day:
While we admit we can’t
take full eredit for the
increasc in voter turnout,
we do think our efforts
contributed! Articles in
the media cxplained
different ways to vote, and
we also provided many
persistent and subliminal
teminders using Facebook
posts, debates, and
educational flyers around
town and at the high

—Mary Mathews

Jared Rose




March For Our Lives (March 24, 2018)

Tf you look closely at the photograph, you will recognize some of our League members (including Marge Burda,
Joyce Foster, and Wyn Cain), On March 24, despite the very chilly temperacures, they joined a large group of area
students and adults in Vernon Hills, Illinois, to express support for legislative solutions to gun violence through
“March For Our Lives.” News outlets reported that over 800 such events were held throughout the United States and
around the world.

Following the shooting incident at Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida, students have taken the lead in
organizing marches and rallies in support for enacting strict background checks, age restrictions, restrictions on
military-style weapons, and similar laws.

The United States turnout for this event was estimated to be as high as two million people. Obviously, support for
such measures is widespread. (The above picture is also displayed on the LWVIL home page!)

LWVIL Appoints Amy New Board Member!
The April edition of the LWVIL E-  curriculum vitae is impressive; her

News included President Bonnie work with our League has been very

Cox’s announcement of Amy productive.

Knutson-Strack’s appointment to the Amy will continue to work in

LWVIL board. communications along with two
Amy has been a very active additional new LWVIL board

member of our League, especiallyin  appointees.
the area of ications. Amy's c lasions, Amy!
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League of Women Voters of Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area

P.0. Box 645 = Lake Forest, IL 60045

Find us on

Facebook

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
of Lake Forest-Lake Blull Area

Still Going Strong Sinee 1926!

£

contact@VVLFLB.org
www.DVVLFLB.org

Calendar

For complete information about the listed events,
please see the lower part of the previous page.

May 11 Great Decisions- media, foreign policy
May 15 Health Care Interest Group

May 19 Climate Change Science & Policy Expo
May 24 Climate Change Interest Group

Jun 8
Jun 12
Jun 13
Jun 27
Jun 28
Jul 4
Aug 1

Great Decisions- Turkey- in crisis?
Health Care Interest Group

*** Annual Meeting ***

LWV Lake Michigan Region meeting
LWVUS Convention begins

Lake Bluff parade

Lake Forest Days parade

Diane V Lloyd
500 College Rd
Lake Forest [L 60045

suppons Ltk S T e o e
law. The League believes that the civil status of marriage is already
clearly dnsungmshed fmm the religious institution of marriage and that
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OFFICERS
Wyn Cain president

V.P. Voter Service
V.P. Membership

Mary Mathews
Marilyn Turchi
Elizabeth “Joy"

Guscott-Mueller  Co-V.P. Program

Carol Gayle Co-V.P. Program
Sharon Borg Co-V.P. Volunteer Support
Marge Burda Secretary
Steve Potsic Treasurer
DIRECTORS
Tom Meskel Fundraising
LWV-Lake County Liaison
Hospitality

David Mu!(‘ar‘
Ann Grant™.
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Director-at-Largt

OFF-BOARD POSITIONS

Carol Russ E-Alerts
Mary Mathews Facebook Editor
Ann Hamlin Newsletter Aggregator

Diane Sanderson
Stan Sanderson
Nicki Snoblin

Newsletter Editor
Newsletter Publisher
Web Manager
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