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Abstract

The Vertical Files Collection is a research collection that contains research materials that
relate to the historic Christiansburg Industrial Institute, Christiansburg Institute Alumni
Association, and Christiansburg Institute, Inc.

Biographical / Historical Note
Christiansburg Industrial Institute was founded as a Freedmen’s Bureau school in 1866 by
Captain Charles Schaeffer Montgomery County, VA. The Friends Freedmen’s Association
provided financial support and management shortly after the Bureau disbanded in 1871.
Under the later leadership of African American faculty and staff, the institute grew into a
working industrial school that taught academic subjects as well as agriculture, carpentry,
blacksmithing, printing, sewing, cooking, and home economics. It also managed the Hill
School, a primary and intermediate school.

CIAA, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. CIAA’s stated purpose in their bylaws is to
maintain Christiansburg Institute (CI) as a viable education and service organization
through the ongoing organization of its members and their descendants. This purpose has a
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primary aim of commemorating and sustaining its outstanding achievements and legacy in
the education of African Americans enabling them to serve their communities.
CIAA, Inc. is an atypical alumni association for many reasons, but most notably is that there
aren’t new alumni every year. The last graduating class of CI was in 1966. Ten years after
Christiansburg Institute closed, a group of alumni came together and planned a reunion. On
July 2, 1977, at that event’s General Business Meeting they met to “get input frommembers
and prospective members as to whether they would like to formulate a charter
organization…” The outcome was the incorporation of Christiansburg Institute Alumni
Association on December 11, 1978.

Christiansburg Institute (CI, Inc.) is a grassroots 501c3 cultural heritage nonprofit with a
mission of community education, intergenerational empowerment, and the responsible
stewardship of African American history and culture in Southwest Virginia.

Collection Description

The Vertical Files Collection contains research materials that relate to the historic
Christiansburg Industrial Institute, Christiansburg Institute Alumni Association, and
Christiansburg Institute, Inc. This material does not contain any original archival materials,
and are photocopies.

Arrangement Description
The collection is arranged chronologically by subject matter.

Related Materials

Friends Freedmen’s Association Records, Accession SFHL-RG4-024, Friends Historical
Library of Swarthmore College, Swarthmore College Libraries, Swarthmore College,
Swarthmore, PA.

Using the Collection

ACCESS STATEMENT

Collection is open and available for use.

RIGHTS STATEMENT

Copyright has been assigned to Christiansburg Institute Museum & Archives. For
permission to publish materials created by the donor, contact



CIMA@christiansburginstitute.com. Materials not created by Christiansburg Institute
Museum and Archives may still be under copyright.

PREFERRED CITATION

[ITEM DESCRIPTION], [BOX], [FOLDER], Vertical Files Collection, MS2022.12,
Christiansburg Institute Museum & Archives, Christiansburg Institute, Inc., Christiansburg,
VA.

Collection Inventory

1889 Annual Report, (photocopy)
1894 Annual Report, (photocopy)
Annual Report of the Christiansburg Industrial Institute, 1903 (photocopy)
Annual Report of the Christiansburg Industrial Institute, 1908 (photocopy)
1898 Catalogue of the Christiansburg Industrial Institute 1897-1898, (photocopy)
1899 Catalogue of the Christiansburg Industrial Institute, 1898-1899 (photocopy)
1901 Catalogue of the Christiansburg Industrial Institute, 1900-1901 (photocopy)
1903 Catalogue of the Christiansburg Industrial Institute, 1902-1903 (photocopy)
Christiansburg Institute Newman Library Project, 2002
CIAA, CII History and the Edgar A. Long Papers, V. I-V, (photocopy)
CIAA, CII History and the Edgar A. Long Papers, VI-VII, (photocopy)
St. Clair Drake, CII Faculty, Biography File
Friends Freedman's Association Minutes, 1836-1880 (photocopy)
1866 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1905 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1906 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1907 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1908 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1909 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1910 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1911 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1912 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1913 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
Friends Freedman's Association, An Account of our Stewardship, 1914 (photocopy)
Friends Freedman's Association Research Materials File (photocopy)
Compilation of CII Teachers, Amanda DeHart
"Freedmen Identifiers," Ad Hoc Committee for Christiansburg Industrial Institute Historical
Landmark Designation, Linda Killen 1977



Anna Lee Patterson Long, CII Faculty, Biography File
Edgar A. Long, CII Faculty, Biography File
Purposes of CII in This Section of VA, Edgar A. Long (photocopy)
Bible Lectures, Edgar A. Long, 1915 (photocopy)
2003 Oral History Transcript, Mr. and Mrs. David Travis (CII faculty)
Hauzie P. Walker, CII Faculty, Biography File
Shirley Harris, Alumni Files
Rice Dobbins, Jr. Alumni Files
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Cora Pack
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Walter Price, Jr.
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Archie Rollins
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Carl Williams
Elaine Dowe Carter, "A Place and A Self: An Oral History of an African American School in
the USA Apartheid South," 2002
Photo Naming Information
African American Program Materials, 1979-2001
Transcript, Reverence Price's Last Sermon: "I Believe in the Resurrection", undated
Research Summary National Archives, June 2005
Research Summary Library of Congress, June 21st, 2005
Research Summary Montgomery Deeds, June 2005
CI Newspaper Articles, 1941-1948
H2004-CI Info, "The Rosenwald Connection: Christiansburg Institute and the Philanthropy
of Julius Rosenwald"
Scattergood, "Work of the Friends' Freedman's Association and Christiansburg Industrial
Institute, 1907," (photocopy)
Charles H. Harrison, "Story of a Consecrated Life," 1900, (photocopy)
Spring 2000 Historic Research Projects: Montgomery County Board of Education and CI
Property Deeds
April McPack, "Christiansburg Institute," 1996
Ann Swain, "Charles Marshall at Christiansburg Institute", undated
Booker T. Washington, "Tuskegee & Its People: Their Ideals and Achievements," 1906,
(photocopy)
1916 Annual Report (photocopy)
1913 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1914 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1915 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1916 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1917 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1918 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1919 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)



1920 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1922 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
1924 Freedman's Friend (photocopy)
Neutrice Wilson Merritt, Alumni Files
Newspaper Clippings, 1913-1978
2003 Oral History Transcript, Mary Mills
Photo Reproductions, undated
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Elaine Dowe Carter
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Charles Johnson
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Charles Johnson 2nd Interview
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Esther Jones
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Walter Lewis
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Thomas Milton
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Benjamin Milton
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, John Warren
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Rice Dobbins Jr
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, John Dobbins
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Alice Preston Thomas
2000 Uttech Oral History Transcript, Herald Dobbins
Nerissa Long Milton, "Poems For Children", 1986
CIMA Press and Publications, 1992-2004
Christiansburg Industrial Institute Board Minutes, July 1947- March 1967
Shop Building Images, 2003


