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"C o n fro n ta tio n  and d e m o n stra tio n  is  no lo n g er  an 

e ffe c t iv e  s t r a te g y . What we n eed  now is  a  m o r e  

c o o p e r a t iv e , m o r e  re a so n e d , and lo n g -te rm  

a p p ro a c h  to en v iro n m en ta l p ro b le m s  and the 

p r o g r a m s  se t  tip to so lv e  them . 11

T h at com m en t w as w ritten  on the m a rg in  of one of the q u e st io n n a ire s  

B u r s o n - M a r s t e l le r  se n t (e a r ly  Ja n u a ry , 19? 1) to 540 of the n a t io n 's  l a r g e s t  

in d u s tr ia l  c o rp o ra t io n s .

O ur o b je c tiv e  w as to define the attitu d e  of the in d u s tr ia l  com m unity  

tow ard  w hat i s  g e n e ra lly  d e sc r ib e d  a s  the "e n v iro n m e n ta l c r i s i s .  "  We 

a sk e d  in d u stry  le a d e r s  to d e s c r ib e  th e ir  re a c tio n  to E a rth  D ay -1 9 7 0  and 

what p r e p a r a t io n s , i f  any, they had m ad e  fo r  the w eek -lo n g  o b se rv a n c e  - -  

E a r th  W eek-1971 - -  sch ed u led  A p r il  19 to 25,

We re c e iv e d  173 r e p l ie s  to our q u e stio n n a ire  - - a  re tu rn  of 32 p e rce n t. 

W hile tab u latin g  the d ata  we in terv iew ed  student and e n v iro n m e n ta lis t  g ro u o s , 

and got fro m  our W ashington  o ffice  a r e p o r t  on w h at's  happening in C o n g r e s s  

.and in the F e d e r a l  a g e n c ie s .
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H e r e 's  a su m m a ry  o f o u r fin d in g s. T h e re  a r e  th re e  p r in c ip a l  p o in ts :

*  E x p r e s s io n s  o f c o n c e rn  ab o u t the en v iro n m en t a r e  ch an gin g  fro m  

em o tio n al o u tb u rs ts  to s p e c i f ic ,  c o n s tru c t iv e  p r o p o s a ls ;

■ * The ac tio n  is  m ov in g  o ff the c o lle g e  c a m p u se s  and into the c o m m u n itie s ;

*  A new v o ic e , the v o ic e  o f the c o rp o ra t io n , i s  beginning to p a r t ic ip a te  - -  

fo rc e fu lly  and e ffe c t iv e ly  - -  in  the d eb ate  on p o llu tio n  and w hat i s  to be

done about it.

A ction  a t  the L o c a l  L e v e l

The f i r s t  two t r e n d s  w e re  p re d ic ta b le . P a r a d e s ,  p ic k e t  l in e s , and s i t -  

in s  m ay  have s e r v e d  a p u rp o se  a y e a r  ag o . T hey  fo c u se d  atten tion ; they 

fo r c e d  a re a c t io n . But th ey  h av e  g iven  w ay, in e v itab ly , to re a so n e d  a p p ro a c h e s . 

T he s lo g an  is  no lo n g e r : "D o  s o m e th in g !"  It i s :  "H ow  sh a ll we do it?  "

It w as a l s o  in e v ita b le , w e think, th at the e n th u s ia s ts  and " th in k e r s "  

on the c a m p u se s  w ould g iv e  w ay to m o re  ac tio n -m in d ed  le a d e r sh ip .

L a s t  y e a r ,  E a r th  D ay w a s  e d u c a tio n -o r ie n te d . E n v iro n m en ta l T each -In ,

Inc. , the W ash in g to n -b ase d  co o rd in a tin g  grou p , had stro n g  p o lit ic a l  and 

f in a n c ia l b ack in g . The s te e r in g  co m m itte e  w a s  h ead ed  by Sen ato r G ay lord  

N e lso n  (D. , W is . } and 1 o n g r e s sm a n  P a u l N . M c C lo sk e y  J r .  (R. , C a lif .  ). 

C o m m ittee  m e m b e r s  in c lu d ed  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  of student and facu lty  g ro u p s, 

and a  fu ll- t im e  s t a f f  o f sev en  coordinated a c t iv it ie s  to "w iden  the b a se  of 

e d u ca te d  su p p o r t  fo r  the en v iro n m en ta l m o v e m e n t. "

«f



E n v iro n m en ta l T each -In , Inc. is  no lo n g e r  fu n ction in g . Its s u c c e s s o r .  

E n v iro n m en ta l A ction , I n c . ,  a l s o  b a se d  in  W ashington , h as no p lan s 

(o r su ffic ie n t funds or s ta ff )  to  co o rd in a te  ca m p u s a c t iv i t ie s .  It is  exp ected  

to go alon g w ith e s ta b lish e d  c o n se rv a t io n  g ro u p s  - -  su ch  a s  F r ie n d s  of 

th e  E a r th  and the S ie r r a  C lu b  - - i n  e n c o u rag in g  lo c a l  p r o g r a m s  du rin g  

E a rth  W eek. *

.Ralph N a d e r , the in flu e n tia l le a d e r  o f c o n su m e r  c a u s e s ,  h as sp o n so re d  

the only o rg a n iz e d  ca m p u s e f fo r t  th is  y e a r .  H is E a r th  A ction  G roup p lan s 

to "o r g a n iz e  an d  c o o rd in a te  fu n d -ra is in g  a c t iv it ie s  d e s ig n e d  to in vo lve  a l l  

h igh  sch oo l an d  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts . "  T he funds w ill be u se d  to fo rm  "p e rm a n e n t 

te a m s  o f s c ie n t i s t s  and la w y e r s  to w ork on e c o lo g ic a l  p ro b le m s at the lo c a l 

le v e l . "

T h is lo c a l- le v e l  a p p ro a c h  i s  ech oed  by oth er g ro u p s. E n v iro n m e n t!,

fo r  ex am p le , a  N ew  Y ork  o rg a n iz a tio n , t e l l s  i t s  su p p o r te r s :  "It is  our fee lin g

a t  E n v iro n m en t! and th e  fe e lin g  of a  n u m b er o f p e o p le  fro m  arou n d  the
*

cou n try  with w hom  we hc.ve b een  in  touch , that a  m o r e  d ir e c te d  o b se rv a n c e  

w ould be a p p r o p r ia te  fo r t 1971. "

A s an E a r th  W eek-1971 i s s u e ,  E n v iro n m e n t! p r o p o se s  e m p h a s is  on 

p o llu tion  c a u se d  by the au to m o b ile . C o n se rv a tio n  o r  en v iro n m en ta l g ro u p s 

in h ighly in d u s t r ia l  co m m u n itie s  can  be ex p ected  to co n ce n tra te  th e ir  a tte n ­

tio n  on in d u s t r ia l  pollution  o f the a i r  and w ate r . In L o s  A n g e le s , New O rle an s 

o r  New  H aven, the i s s u e  m ay  be o il  po llu tion . In c i t ie s  b o rd e r in g  the 

G re a t  L a k e s ,  it m ay  be the e ffe c t  o f p lan t e fflu en t on f ish  and oth er aq u atic
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C h an gin g  S ty le s  and  A ttitu d es

The th ird  g e n e ra l tre n d  turned  up by o u r in q u ir ie s  --  a.ctive in vo lvem en t 

o f th e  in d u s t r ia l  com m unity  - -  i s ,  we think, the m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t . In the 

p a s t ,  in d u stry  h a s  been  the p r in c ip a l t a r g e t  of the e n v iro n m e n ta lis ts .

T h e ir  r e a so n in g  w as qu ite  s im p le : M a n u fa c tu re r s , in  p u r su it  o f p r o f it s , 

d e sp o ile d  ou r n a tu r a l  r e s o u r c e s  and, b e c a u se  it  w as cheap  an d  con ven ien t,^  

ro u ted  in d u s t r ia l  w a s te s  into  the a i r ,  the so il ,  and the w ate rw ay s.

T h at r e a so n in g  is  no lo n g e r  v a lid .

A s re c e n tly  a s  ten y e a r s  ag o  eco lo gy  w as defin ed  a s  the "m u tu a l r e l a ­

t io n sh ip  betw een  o r g a n ism s  and th e ir  env iron m en t. "  The w ord  "p r o b le m "  

h ad n 't  been  ad d e d . When P ittsb u rg h  w as d e sc r ib e d  a s  "th e sm ok y  c ity "  

one d id n 't  th ink  a u to m a tic a lly  of po llu tion . D e te rg e n ts  that m ad e  c lo th es 

o r  d ish e s  c le a n e r ,  food p r e s e r v a t iv e s  o r  a d d it iv e s , n o n re tu rn ab le  p ack ag in g  - -  

am o n g  m an y  o th e r  p ro d u c t o r  p r o c e s s in g  d ev e lo p m en ts - -  w ere  c o n s id e re d  

m o d e rn  in d u s t r ia l  " m i r a c l e s . "  And the au to m o b ile  engine --  not then known 

a s  a  so u r c e  o f a i r  p o llu tion  - -  w as a sy m b o l of the A m e ric a n  gen ius fo r  

m e c h a n ic a l d e s ig n .

A ll  th is , of c o u r s e ,  h as changed . And th ere  h ave  been  c o rre sp o n d in g  

c h an g e s in o u r l i fe  s ty le . The popu lation  h a s  in c r e a se d ; c i t ie s  have grow n 

in to  "u rb a n  c o m p le x e s ;"  the dem an d  fo r m an u fac tu re d  goo d s - -  s te e l , 

p l a s t i c s ,  p a p e r , a l l  ty p es of n a tu ra l and syn th etic  fu rn ish in g s  and m a t e r ia l s  --  

h a s  s te a d i ly  exp an d ed . •
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S o m e w h e re  a lo n g  the lin e , and not so  v e ry  long ag o , we b e c am e  

a w a r e  that m o d e r n  m eth o d s in  in d u stry , in a g r ic u ltu r e , in m an u fac tu rin g  

w e r e  a d v e r s e ly  a f fe c t in g  the en v iron m en t. P e rh a p s  we had thought our 

r e s o u r c e s  w e re  l im i t l e s s  and th at the a i r ,  the so il , the la k e s ,  c e r ta in ly  

th e  o c e a n s , co u ld  a b so r b  any quantity  of by p rod u cts and. w a s te s .

The a b ru p t  ch an ge  in the n a t io n 's  thinking about " e c o lo g ic a l  d a m a g e "  * 

can  be dated  f r o m  the p u b lica tio n  of R ach e l C a r s o n 's  book "S ile n t  S p r in g , " 

in  S e p te m b e r , 1962.

I t  took  the g e n e r a l  pub lic  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  to a c c e p t  M r s .  C a r s o n 's  

p r e m is e .  It took  indus try  even  lo n g e r . But tod ay  th e re  i s  g e n e r a l  ag re e m e n t 

th at in d u stry , go v ern m en t, and the pu b lic  a r e  fac in g  up to the p ro b le m s 

of en v iro n m e n ta l po llu tio n  - -  e a r th , a i r ,  w a te r , and sound.

T h e C o n s e r v a t io n is t 's  P o in t of V iew

A s a p u b lic  r e la t io n s  f ir m , B u r s o n - M a r s te l le r  w as w ell aw are  of the 

d ev e lo p in g  c o n fro n ta tio n  betw een  in d u stry  and the pub lic  long b e fo re  E arth  

D a y - 1970. We had co u n se le d  s e v e r a l  of our c lie n ts  on p ro b le m s re la tin g  

to p o llu tion  an d  w a ste  d is p o s a l .  And, o f c o u r se , we had o b se r v e d  at 

f i r s t  hand in d u s t r y 's  d ile m m a  a s  it m ad e  e v e ry  e f fo r t  to  m e e t  the 

le g it im a te  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f both gov ern m en t an d  the p u b lic .
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In a  "W hite P a p e r "  w e p r e p a r e d  l a s t  y e a r :  " E a r t h  D ay : G u id e lin es fo r  

C o rp o ra te  R e sp o n se , "  we d e sc r ib e d  the fo r c e s  gu id in g the Ea.rth D ay  o b­

se r v a n c e , an a ly ze d  th e ir o b je c t iv e s , and p ro p o se d  c o n stru c t iv e  w ay s in 

w hich in d u stry  m ig h t re sp o n d . On the intent o f the o b se rv a n c e  i t s e l f ,  

we sa id :

"N o one d e n ie s  the v a lid ity  --  or im p o rtan ce  - -  of the con s e r v a t io n is t 'g  

point of view . The te a c h - in s  m a y  d ev e lo p  m u ch  u se fu l  m a t e r ia l .  The d em on ­

s t r a t io n s  m ay  fo c u s  atten tion  on lo c a l  con d ition s that m u st  be re m e d ie d .

N o r  can  one q u e stio n  the c r e d e n t ia ls  o f the l e a d e r s  o f the E a rth  D ay p r o g r a m . 

T h e ir  o rg a n iz a tio n  h as the su p p o r t  of in flu en tia l m en  in go v ern m en t - -  

in  C o n g r e s s  and a t  the C ab in et le v e l. . . "

The c o n c e rn  with en v iro n m en ta l p ro b le m s  w ill continue and, in the 

d e c a d e  ah ead , b ec o m e  even  m o r e  in te n se . E a r ly  th is  y e a r ,  S e n a to r  N e lso n  

in tro d u ce d  an "E n v iro n m e n ta l P ro te c t io n  P a c k a g e "  which 

in c lu d ed  a c a l l  fo r  C o n g r e s s  to d e s ig n a te  the th ird  w eek  in A p r il  an n u ally  

a s  E a r th  W eek. R e fe r r in g  to the p re v io u s  y e a r ’ s  o b se rv a n c e , h e -sa id :

"E a r th  D ay  w as a  r e m a r k a b le  event that m a rk e d  a ch an gin g  point of 

v iew  in the p o lit ic s  of the cou n try . A new i s s u e  h a s  been  b orn  and. it  i s  

h e re  to stay . "

S e n a to r  N e lso n  then in tro d u ced  h is  "p a c k a g e "  o f 24 b i l l s  and re so lu t io n s  

p ro p o s in g  re g u la t io n s  ran g in g  fro m  a ban on o c e a n  dum ping and en v iro n m en ta l



s tu d ie s  on d e te rg e n ts  to  a  re c y c lin g  t a x  on p a c k a g in g , c o n tro ls  on s t r ip  

m in in g , a m o r a to r iu m  on new o ce an  o il w e ll d r i l l in g , p e s t ic id e  re fo r m , 

an d  w ild life  p ro te c tio n .

"T h e  q u e stio n  i s ,  "  S e n a to r  N e lso n  s a id ,  "w h eth er we can  jo in  to g e th e r  in 

a  m a s s iv e  c o o p e ra t iv e  e ffo r t  to p r e s e r v e  the in te g r ity  and liv a b ility  o f our 

en v iro n m en t b e fo re  it i s  too la te . We have the m e a n s , but onlv i f  we have 

the w ill. "

A long with o th er e n v iro n m e n ta lis ts , h e  a p p e a r s  to be con vin ced  

that in d u stry  (he d e s c r ib e s  i t  a s  " e s ta b l i s h e d  and en tren ch ed  econ om ic 

in t e r e s t s " )  w ill o p p o se  en v iro n m en ta l ch an ge.

B a s e d  on our o b se r v a t io n s , S en a to r N e lso n  - -  on th is point a t  l e a s t  - -  

i s  not r e a l i s t i c .

The R e sp o n se  to C on fron tation

O ur su rv e y  on in d u stry  re sp o n se  to E a rth  D a y - 1970 and its  p re p a ra t io n  

fo r  E a r th  W e e k -1971 o f fe r s  m an y  in te re s t in g  in s ig h ts .

F i r s t :  How did the 173 in d u s tr ia l  co m p an ie s  (which an sw e re d  our su rv e y )

r e a c t  to the d e m o n stra t io n s  on E a rth  D ay -1 9 7 0 ?

T w elve re p o r te d  m a jo r  d e m o n stra tio n s  - -  p ick e tin g ; m a s s  r a l l i e s ;  

m a il in g s ; bus to u r s  of p lan t a r e a s ;  dum ping cans on p ro p e rty  to p r o te s t  

m a n u fa c tu re  of n o n re tu rn a b le s . The c o m p an ie s  re sp o n d ed  by ta lk in g  to 

the d e m o n str a to r s , m e e tin g s  with c o m m itte e s , and d is tr ib u tio n  of l i te r a tu r e .  

One com pany sp o n so re d  an  E a rth  D ay co n feren ce  w ith c o lle g e  stu d en ts and
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m u n ic ip a l le a d e r s .



S ix ty - s ix  c o m p a n ie s  a c t iv e ly  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  lo c a l  " te a c h - in s , "

O th e rs  p ro v id e d  s p e a k e r s ,  su p p lie d  b ack gro u n d  m a t e r ia l s  to sc h o o ls , 

p a r t ic ip a te d  in TV  and rad io  s e r i e s  and sch o o l s e m in a r s .

D id the E a r th  D a y - 1970 co n fro n ta tio n s o r te a c h - in s  in flu en ce  su b seq u en t 

c o r p o r a te  p o lic y  to w ard  en v iro n m en ta l p r o b le m s?  T h ir ty - fo u r  co m p an ie s  

s a id  y e s ;  119 s a id  no. T w leve of the f i r m s  that d id  sa y  E a rth  D a y - 1970 had 

a  s u b s ta n t ia l  in flu en ce  re p o rte d  they se t  up new o r  r e v is e d  p o l ic ie s  on 

p o llu tio n . E ig h te e n  e s ta b lish e d  c lo s e r  t ie s  with the com m unity  to so lv e  

e c o lo g ic a l  p r o b le m s . One p lan t noted  "th e  n eed  fo r  m o re  in fo rm atio n  d ire c te d  

to co m m u n ity  r e s id e n t s .  "  One com pany " a c c e le r a te d  in s ta lla t io n  of po llu tion  

a b a te m e n t eq u ip m en t w ell b e fo re  the d e ad lin e . "

O ne h undred  tw elve co m p a n ie s  (65 p e rc e n t)  r e p o r te d  that they now have 

a  " c o m m itte e  o r  t a s k  fo r c e "  r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  c o n s id e r in g  and ac tin g  upon 

e n v iro n m e n ta l p r o b le m s .

On a tt itu d e s  to w ard  E a r th  W eek -1971 and p r e p a r a t io n s  fo r  re sp o n d in g  

to d e m o n s tr a to r s :

T h ir ty - fo u r  c o m p a n ie s  re p o rte d  they  h ave p r o g r a m s  to c o o p e ra te  

w ith  co m m u n ity  a n d /o r  student g ro u p s . O th ers h ave s e t  up sp e a k e r s  

b u r e a u s  and p r e p a r e d  b r o c h u re s  o r  n e w s le t te r s  that d e s c r ib e  th e ir
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an tip o llu tio n  p la n s  and p r o je c t s .
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The q u e st io n , "W hat d o e s  y ou r m an agem en t th ink abou t E a r th  W eek, " 

b ro u g h t 92 r e s p o n s e s .  E igh ty  w e re  c o n stru c t iv e . A t y p ic a l  s ta te m e n t:

"T h e  o b se r v a n c e  is  an  im p o rtan t e x p r e s s io n ,  am ong m an y  o th e rs , of grow in g 

e m p h a s is  upon the n eed  to so lv e  e c o lo g ic a l  and en v iro n m en ta l p ro b le m s . "

A n oth er v iew : "O u r m an agem en t b e lie v e s  E a r th  W eek can  s e r v e  a s

an  e x c e lle n t  fo c a l  po in t fo r  both the p ro b le m s  and the p r o g r e s s  a s s o c ia t e d %
w ith  e n v iro n m e n ta l q u a lity . "

A n oth er: "W e b e lie v e  in  p rev en tin g  pollu tion  e v e ry  day  of the y e a r . "

Should  in d u stry  b ecom e a c tiv e ly  in v o lved  in the p r o g r a m s  an d  o b je c t iv e s  

o f E a r th  W eek ?

One h u n dred  eigh t co m p a n ie s  (62 p ercen t) an sw ered  y e s .

T h e  New C o rp o r a te  A ttitude .

A " c a t c h - a l l "  q u estio n  a sk in g  fo r opin ions on en v iro n m en tal p ro b le m s 

fa c in g  in d u s try  and on the "c o n fro n ta tio n "  with e n v iro n m e n ta lis ts  brough t 

r e s p o n s e s  th at in d ic a te  a  changing c o rp o ra te  a ttitu d e .

One m a n u fa c tu re r  sa id : "W hile ch an g e s sh ould  and w ill be m ad e , they

can n o t be m a d e  o v ern ig h t. E n v iro n m e n ta lis ts  sh ould  t r y  to u n d e rstan d  th is , 

an d  m o s t  do. C o n su m e r edu cation  should  be s t r e s s e d  to av o id  s itu a tio n s  

su c h  a s  the c a r to o n  show ing an 'e n v iro n m e n ta lis t ' r a l ly  in s e s s io n  with the 

se c o n d  p an el show ing the m a s s e s  v o ic in g  a p p ro v a l and the fin a l pan el 

sh ow ing the m e s s  le ft  a f t e r  the r a lly . "

&



10 -

A n oth er c o m m e r • 'P u b lic  a w a r e n e ss  i s  good, and c o n stru c t iv e  e f fo r ts  

to  so lv e  e c o lo g ic a l  p ro b le m s a r e  w e lco m e . H ow ever, ir r a t io n a l  dem an ds 

an d  in s is te n c e  upon u n r e a lis t ic  even  im p o s s ib le  - -  g o a ls  can  c e r ta in ly  

do m o r e  h arm  than good. Sound planning an d  o rg an iz a tio n  can  p ro d u ce  

re a so n a b le  r e s u l t s .  "

A su c c in c t  s ta te m e n t of a  g e n e ra l a ttitu d e : "H ow  d o es one define *

p o llu tio n ? And w hat r e m e d ie s  i s  one w illin g  to m a k e ?  A re  q u a s ip o l i t ic a l  

i s s u e s  su ch  a s  the S S T  q u estion  le g it im a te  en v iro n m en ta l i s s u e s ?  If m y 

p lan t co n v e rts  to  a l l - e le c t r ic  can  I fau lt the e le c t r ic  com pany fo r the in ­

c r e a s e d  pollu tion  m ad e  n e c e s s a r y  by m y in c r e a s e d  d e m an d s?  C o n cern  is  

n ot enough; y o u  m u st  h ave  d e fin ab le  g o a ls  (beyond g e n e r a l i t ie s  lik e  ' l e t 's  

c le a n  up the en v iro n m en t')  in  o r d e r  to p r o g r e s s .  "

A com m en t that i l lu s t r a t e s  how c lo s e  in d u stry  (o r se g m e n ts  of it) 

h ave  com e to the e n v iro n m e n ta lis t 's  v iew point: " In d u stry  m u st  do a l l  in

i t s  pow er to im p ro v e  the q u ality  o f the en v iron m en t. It m u st: 1 - e lim in a te  

or e ffe c t iv e ly  red u ce  i t s  p o llu tan ts ; and 2 -d ev e lo p  new  tech n o lo g ie s  to cope 

w ith e c o lo g ic a l  u n b a lan ces in g e n e ra l. "

A fin a l s ta te m e n t by an  in d u stry  sp o k e sm an  i s  a  fa ir  su m m a ry  of what 

h a s  to  be done and, p o s s ib ly , how. "T h e  point of co n fro n ta tio n  is  not 

w hether th e se  th in gs sh ou ld  be done (th ere  a r e  a s  m any e n v iro n m e n ta lis ts  

in  in d u stry  a s  in our u n iv e r s i t ie s ) ,  but ra th e r  how they  should be done.

"A t p r e se n t , in d u stry  i s  r e c e iv in g  v e ry  l it t le  su p p o rt in i ts  c lean u p
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e f fo r t .  It i s  b e in g  a sk e d  - -  indeed  o rd e re d  - -  to f i l l  a public need in the 

a b s e n c e  of a  p u b lic  m a rk e t . And it i s  be in g  to ld  that i f  it d o es not f i l l  the 

p u b lic  n eed  i t  w ill b e  sh ut down, o r  i t s  p r o f it s  w ill be c u r ta ile d .

"O n  i t s  own b e h a lf, in d u stry  m u st  su b m it that th is ,  a lo n e , i s  a  s in g u la r ly  

d e s t r u c t iv e  w ay  to  so lv e  the p ro b le m . P e n a lt ie s  fo r  f la g ra n t  v io la tio n  of
*

th e  la w  sh ould  be  ac c o m p a n ie d  by: 1 -re w a r d s , in the fo rm  of ta x  in c e n tiv e s , 

fo r  in s ta l l in g  e x p e n s iv e  p o llu tio n -c o n tro l equ ipm ent; and 2 -a w a rd s , in the 

fo r m  o f g o v ern m en t c o n tra c ts , fo r  develop in g  new m e a n s  fo r  so lv in g  

e c o lo g ic a l  p r o b le m s . "

T h e  A d v an tag e s  o f C o a litio n

O ur su rv e y , ou r r e s e a r c h ,  and our in s ig h ts  into c o rp o ra te  a tt itu d e s  

le a d s  u s  to a s k  th is  q u estio n : Is  it tim e  fo r  in d u stry  to m e e t with g o v e rn ­

m e n t an d  w ith the c o n se r v a t io n is t s  (as r e p r e se n ta t iv e s  of the pu b lic) in 

a  c o o p e r a t iv e  e f fo r t  to so lv e  the en v iro n m en ta l c r i s i s  w hich con fron ts 

u s  a l l ?

We think it  is^ t im e  fo r  th is th r e e - s id e d  ap p ro ac h  a s  o p p o sed  to the 

ty p e  of co n fro n ta tio n  th at puts gov ern m en t and the e n v iro n m e n ta lis ts  on 

o n e  s id e  o f the ta b le  an d  in d u stry  on the o th er.

I t 's  qu ite  o b v iou s that go v ern m en t i s  tak in g  a  p r o g r e s s iv e ly  s tro n g e r  

p o s it io n  on p o llu tion  co n tro l. S e n a to r  N e lso n 's  "E n v iro n m e n ta l P ro te c tio n  

P a c k a g e "  i s  an  in d ica tio n  of the sco p e  o f le g is la t iv e  re g u la tio n  that can  be 

a n t ic ip a te d . And the new E n v iro n m en ta l P ro te c tio n  A gen cy , w hich w ill
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com b in e and c o o rd in a te  the w ork  of s e v e r a l  F e d e r a l  a g e n c ie s  c h arg e d  with 

p ro te c tin g  the en v iro n m en t, i s  c e r ta in  to  s te p  up the p ace  of s ta n d a r d s-  

se ttin g  and re g u la tio n .

G overn m en t in flu en ce  i s  extend in g  to s ta te  and lo c a l  le v e ls  a s  w e ll. 

R e c e n tly , a  s ta te  fo rc e d  the c lo s in g  of a  m a jo r  c h e m ic a l p lan t b e c a u se  

it  cou ld  not m e e t  the s t a t e 's  c le a n  w ate r  stan d ai*d s w ith in  a sp e c if ie d  t im e  

p e r io d . One o f m an y  e x a m p le s  o f lo c a l ac tio n : a  c ity  co u n c il banned the 

u s e  o f n o n re tu rn ab le  p ac k ag in g .

E n v iro n m en ta l p ro te c tio n  g ro u p s and c o n se r v a t io n is t s  a r e  a l s o  

s t r o n g e r . They r e p r e s e n t  a  r i s in g  t id e  o f public  opin ion  d ire c te d  a g a in s t  

en v iro n m en ta l p ro b le m s  ra n g in g  a l l  the w ay fro m  o ffe n siv e  p lan t o d o r s , sm og , 

and u rb an  b ligh t to  th e r m a l o r  c h e m ic a l po llu tion  of the w ate r , h ig h -d e c ib e l 

n o ise , and p r iv a te  e n c ro ach m e n t on the m a r s h la n d s ,  f o r e s t  p r e s e r v e s ,  

an d  w ild e r n e s s  a r e a s .

T hus f a r ,  the c o rp o ra t io n s  and a few  in d u stry  a s s o c ia t io n s  h ave d e a lt
%

w ith both g o v ern m en t an d  the p u b lic  on an  in d iv id u al b a s i s .  We think so  

im p o rtan t a fo r c e  (and p a r t ic ip a n t)  in the e c o lo g ic a l  d eb ate  sh ou ld  c o n s id e r  

a  m o re  u n ified  ap p ro a c h  A n In d u stry /E n v iro n m e n t C o a lit io n . O r t a s k  

fo r c e .  Or co m m itte e . /

A s one of the in d u stry  le a d e r s  who re sp o n d ed  to our q u e stio n n a ire  put 

it : "W e need m o r e  c o n stru c t iv e  d is c u s s io n  and a c tio n  on both s id e s  of

th e  fen ce . "

&
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Y e s , but f i r s t ,  p e rh a p s , in d u stry  should  find w ays to c a r r y  on the 

d is c u s s io n  on a m o r e  o rg an iz e d  b a s i s .

T h ere  w ould be m an y  ad v a n tag e s  of an in d u stry  co a lit io n .

In d u stry  could w ork  c lo s e ly  with govern m en t to e s ta b l ish  w ork ab le  

en v iro n m en ta l s ta n d a rd s  in both  g e n e r a l  and p a r t ic u la r  a r e a s .

It could pool i t s  c o n ta c ts  with F e d e r a l  a g e n c ie s  and, 

p o s s ib ly ,  co m b in e  so m e  o f i t s  r e s e a r c h  p r o je c t s .

It would be in the s t r o n g e s t  p o s s ib le  p o sitio n  to d e a l with the q u estio n  

c e n tr a l  to  e v e ry  d is c u s s io n  on en v iro n m en ta l r e fo r m : Who i s  going to 

p ay  the b i l l?  The p u b lic , of c o u r se , m u st  u lt im a te ly  b e a r  the c o s t .  But 

sh a ll  the p ay m en t be in  the fo rm  o f in c r e a s e d  p r ic e s  or h igh er t a x e s ?

In d u stry  - -  a l l  se g m e n ts  of it  - -  sh ou ld  be h e a rd  b e fo re  that im p o rtan t d e c is io n  

i s  m ad e .

T im e  to Jo in  Up?

I ' l l  c lo se  th is r e p o r t  by c itin g  two e x a m p le s  that i l lu s t r a t e  in d u stry 's  

ch an gin g  attitu d e  to w ard  p o llu tion  co n tro l.

O ver a  p e r io d  of 40 y e a r s ,  a M id w este rn  pow er p ro d u ce r  in v e sted  

$25, 000 an nually  in c a p ita l  equ ipm en t fo r  po llu tion  ab atem en t. The sa m e  

p ow er com pany  h as ju s t  co m m itted  $25, 000, 000 fo r  pollu tion  ab a te m en t 

equ ipm en t to  be in s ta l le d  o v e r  the next five  y e a r s .

es
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A m a jo r  s t e e l  p ro d u c e r  p u b lish e d , s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ag o , a  fo r m a l p o lic y  

s ta te m e n t p le d g in g  to c le a n  the a i r  and w ate r  u se d  in  i t s  p lan t o p e ra t io n s . 

A fte r  the e x p e n d itu re  of c lo s e  to  $100 m illio n , the m a jo r  an tipo llu tion  

p r o je c t s  h ave  b een  c o m p le te d . The p r e s id e n t  of the com pany re m a rk e d : 

"T o d a y  you h av e  to depend  on th e  h ighw ay s ig n s  to  find our p la n ts  - -  you 

no lo n g e r  h ave the red  sm o k e  a s  a  gu id e . "

I s n 't  it  t im e  fo r  a l l  s e g m e n ts  o f in d u stry  to jo in  the o th er two m a jo r  

p a r t ic ip a n ts  (g o v ern m en t and th e  pu b lic) in a c o n stru c tiv e  E a r th  W eek 

d ia lo g u e ?  And a f t e r  E a r th  W eek, i s n 't  it  a l s o  t im e  fo r  in d u stry  to think 

abou t com b in in g  i t s  v a r io u s  v o ic e s  (and id e a s , p ro b le m s, and o b je c t iv e s )  

in to  a s in g le  v o ic e  th at, in  m an y  c a s e s  a t  l e a s t ,  can  sp e ak  fo r  them  a l l ?

####


