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Lee Rtiv Elt,rroth (IKK9- 1979). ltJrrner princip:1! a11d tcaL·her ,it .kfkrso n School. haJ a long 
Lhti11g impact on resi dents of lnd ia:1 I !ill and Carnp De1rniso n bet\\·ccn the I ')20s and 195() 

Ruv \\as born and raised on a 1:.m11 near \laincvillc. \Vhen o ld enough. llc li\ed in a Kentucky rdat i\c 's home ::rnd 
\\ alked across the bri dge to his Job in Cincinnati. I le '"as a chef at the Hotel Sint on and then a saksrnan at Osbrnp 

Nolting .l e\\elry. Then he returned to :Vlaine\ illc anJ ,,·orked in a general store.post office . 
Deciding to becurn;;> an educator. he attended the \':1tilln:i l Normal School in Lebanon. UI\l' 
lll. the region's l':1rl;- reacher colleges. and later took cla~~es at Wilmington Co llege and L.C. 

.-\ ftcr mi I itar:. ,~'ni ce . Rtl: married Jess ie \lay Brn\, n in 191 8: they Ii wd in Carlisle . and RGy 
taught .. -\ tkr 1 hci r c!.i ugh tcr \II ri am\\ tb born. they mo, ed to Lo\'eland \\·here Roy taught at T" en ty 
\.lilc Stand Sch,,\, : T,, in~ Carl and Earl arr iwd in 19.25 . and Roy began his long career at the 
Jefferson Sc he)() I :t , :,ri nc i pal and -:• i and 3'" grack teacher. Hi s ,, i fe, May, taught sc hool locall y a !so. 

Jc!Ter:-on Sl'.i~l'l"l ,, a:, a L-:-,haped building \\ ith a center entrance. with grades 1-
-+ to the \\rc~t ,rn--: :'-S tn the cast. O0\rn ::-ta irs \\Crc restrooms, a cafe1eria. and dining hall. 
Four teacher-, t,1,:;'it S grade" in -+ classrooms . Roberta Flinn taught 1 ·1 and 2nd grade: Id a 
Bro,\ n. then Dur_•·.h, f3Ltck . taught y.; and -+ '": and Ruth Slagle, 5,1i and 6111

• ivlr. Eltzroth 
supen iscJ the ,t.i::·. in clud ing a music teacher who , is ited \veekly and a j:rnitor/ custodian. 

In \Ir. [ltLr,1 :'· ·s room. the\ igornus curriculum l·o, ercd History, English. Math, Science. 
Geography, and Civics. [\,fr. Eltz roth tried lL' :'~cpare hi:, ~tudcnts for high school bc:tter than any other elementary school. 
\!any Jefferso n School alumni\ 1e\,·ed thei r fre,hman year a,, a repeat of 8th grade. as they had already studi ed algebra and 
dissected in sec ts. One Fornier studen t sai d .. , le.1med more in those two years of T- and S'h grade th an I learned in any oth er 
2 years of schoo li ng. including L.C... Buth \Ir. & \!rs . Eltzroth also tutored students who needed ex tra help afte r schoo l. 

At the outse t of each schoo l year. Roy Elt?rl)th ;;ct up guideli nes for the year. He managed disc ipli ne fo r all grades. 11·a 
st udcnt rn isbeha, ed , he \\ as selll tu the 11ri Ill' i I"·:! for .i di scLbsion. Recess pri \ i leg cs \\ ere sometimes re\·o ked , and corpora I 
punishment (with a paddle) ,\as a last resort . Th e principal coached the Jefferson Schoo l soccer and baseball teams. ,, hich 
co mpeted against Fra nkl in, Remington. c\,llC\ •rd. anJ Country Day: and he participated in myriad com munity acti\ it ics. 
fie w,1s a -+-1-l leader. dressed and fried chicl-. c:ns for church suppers. and panicip:1ted in minstrel sho\\·s and plays . It' ,1 
catastrophe occurred (death. 'farnily problem) ':e \\:IS the fir:--t one calkd . a-; he \1 ,h known for hi s com passio na te na ture. 

The Eltzroths li ved on Drake Road. then lndi:m I !ill Road , then :V liami. In the summ er Roy ~u pplcme11ted 
his teache r\ sa lary by peddl in g bo th vcget 2b lcs l'rom his large garden and chickens he raised and dressed . Mrs. 
Eltzroth and her daughter churned cream frum the family cow into butte r an d cottage cheese. The fomil y pedd led 
in !\ladisonvil lc, with the boy-; organizi ng th e products and Mr. Elt,roth and his daughter mak ing sales. In fall. 
extra h()gs; ,,ere butche red and su ld , and in summe1· Roy \\'orkcd for othe r ftllks ma kin g hay llr threshin g ,,·heat. 

In l'i-t-1 !\lr. 1-:ltzrnth and his ,, i t'c we re trans;krred tu C:1mp Denni~o n Sc hool. ,,he re i'vlay t:iught 
gr:1de'> 1--1. and l~oy, grades 5-S. I le 1ctircd in I ')50 . rn ntinu ed to -;uh:,t1tute teac h and tuto r rm decade-,. 
:111d spcn l hi " la :, t yea rs in Xc:ni,1. \\ hen he dil:d at 90. he \\.as hmied in \fil!'urd's (irccnLl\\n Cernc.'t er:, 

\Ir. l-:!11roth \V,1-; prn11d 01· hi·, -; tu ckn is. lk~i des tc:1chi11g ,111 :ll hanccd cmriculurn. hl' 1,11.:..'.:;· 
ch,1r:1ctcr hmv tn gL'l ;ilong wit h lllh -..'r~. ho,, to as-;i st tlwse in 11L·,·d. ,111 d IH 1,, 1(1 ,..:t ,111ci ,· · 
< l11 c u i' his f:.1\n rite q111ile'>: "1\ 11!111 :.c \\() r\h d()lil:..'. 1-., ,111rth d,1111~ ,.,,·II .. ,·\,·1·" 


