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Elhcy Ja_v: The Bird and the Book 

In \ummer of 196-+ an injured b,1by bird with a broken leg was found 
ouhidc the Drake Road residence of !-:de and Wi lliam Schmidt. The Schmidt~ 
touk it to \·cterinarian Dr. Edward Kenned y. who set its kg \\'ith an ice cream 
\t ick. The Schmidt family nursed the young bird back to health "ith pablum. 
egg : o lk. and milk with a medicine uroppcr. Over time the leg healed: the bird 
became full gro \\'n: and was called Elbcy Jay - ror little blue jay. 

El bey li\·cd at the Schmidt ·s - lirst roo-; ting in their garage . and later !lying 
to nc:1rhy home~. He became a ncighborhuod pct. and his anti c -., \\·ere related 
at India n Hi ll g,1therings. Ede Schmidt and friends from the Indian I Iii! Artist,, 
dec ided to tell Elbey's story in a children\ book titled Elbey Jav. 

Jnyce Attee. an Engli sh major from Rollins College. \vho took postgraduate 
clas~c-, at UC. wrote the poem story or Elbey·s recovery and hi-., activitic~ . Linc 

clr,l\\ ings were done by Ma,jori e Applegate. Marjo ri e E\\ e ll. and Ede Schmidt to illustrate the bird's life. Ede 111cntinncd 
t(1 her rriends that Elbey had done "omething impi-,h. and Joyce wrote a 4-line \'erse to describe the incicknt. Another lad) 
drc\\ it. Most of the story was true. but a re\\ fant a\y pages \\·ere included . The forty-page book had poem\ on the left -hand 
page-., and illustrations on the ri ght. 

So me of the incident s co ve red in c luded having cake when Elbey 's ice cream stick cast was remonc: d. Elbe) ·s habit of 
perchin g on the Schmidt's horse . Elbey·s vari ous roost" in side the house, how El bey almo-;t fell into a bubble bath. and 
Elbe:( " re l at ion ship \\ ith the Schm id t dogs and L·ats. The drawings show rural Indian Hi II of yesteryear. Rabbit\. squirrels . 
bug-; , and bees populate the outdoor "cene~ . Wooden gates, weathered fences. and the Schmidt barn arc pictured. One 
illu<.tration shows the glass milk bottles de li ve red by the milkman daily. Another dr:l\\ ing has Elbey flying between c lothes 
011 a c lothesline - tidbits that evoke nostalgi a \\·hen viewed -+0 years later. 

The book was published privately. with a CO\er by Ede and dedicated to the vet who fixed Elbey's leg. It \VU\ availabl e 
for Chri stmas 1964, with the proceeds from sal e-; donated to the fndian Hill Green Areas Fund. A copy of the book \\'as sent 
to Lyndon Baines John son at the White Hou~e a~ a holiday gift. ancl the author/ illustrators received an ackno\vledgcment 
from th e President's secretary. 

l:l bey 's saga continued. He mi grated south in \\ inte rs (exce pt the mild 1968-69 sca~on ) and returned each -.; pring. When 
he returned. a sign proclaiming --welcome Ho me El bey' · \\ as displayed at the Drake Road re..,idence. One 1car hi-; win g got 
stuck in the garage door as it wa~ being 111\\·ered. and he returned to the ve t for a partial defeathcring treatment. During hi-; 
indoor rehabilitation he was treated to cut up bananas. sunflower seed-.;, hamburger. and graham crackers. Sc\ era! get we ll 
card-, were -;ent to the ailing bird, which grew quite comfortable inside. !l ying from room to room and learning to perch on 
Bill Schmidt's heacl. Another year Elbey brought his mate to the Schmidt birdfceder where she produced two babies - an 
e\e111 heralded in the Ci11ci111101i E11(Jllirl' r! 

In I W/ ·J Elbcy Jay was translated into Latin by Herb Da vison and four -,tudents at CCDS . The young men: Robert 
Burto n. Brooks Jackson , C.1uy Peters, and Jell Spain creati vel y tran-.,latcd word -; like te lc\·ision and ice cream into Latin . 
E!bC) \\ ,1-., dr,1\vn in Roman Leg ion attire for th e book CU\'Cr and the Sch,nidt \ f/11111e S11 ·ee1 f/0 11,e bcc:1111c /)0111111· 011ici.1 

/)0 111111 . 

U he1 .la) had man y fr ie nd-; throughout the \ ill age . Iii-; -,tmy wa-, read by re" idcnt s and by a Pre\idcn t. and he captu,n l 
the i111a1,! in ati1, n and talent... or many Indian I !ill \ illagers i'nur decades agn. 
Seccio / 1/1<1 11 /,., { /I .lo\'/'(' ;\{{('(' ,/iii · (/.\' .\' i .1/1/1/1'(' II i r/1 1!ti1 u/'licle. 

Corn·ction: No vcmhcr ·~ article : Ohio '-; Wild Turkey-; i11 c111Tcc tly -.,aiu that it \\ a~ not pcnn i,-., ihlc t\l hunt ·1,,· ., 11 f I ·• 
C1H1 nt ::- . 1·11L'f'L' i-, :1 , pri11 1" -;e:1 -., 1111 I'm wild tur l--c:- in all SS ,·11u111ic -; or Ohit1. in c lu di ,1!.! I L11 llllt1 11 


