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Bluebird Boxes of Indian Hill 
The Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sia li sJ "JS commonly seen in Indian Hi ll in the 1930\. Village farms with r ,1stures. 

orc hards. and open liclds. separated by wooden fence s were ideal sites for the so ngbird. But the bluebird population 
plum111eted by 111id-century for several reasons. 

Local farmers replaced wood fences \\·ith b:1rbed wire or rnctal, eli111inating popubr nestin g si tes. Esta tes were sold: 
subdi,·isions proliferated. and the bluebird's na tu ral hab itat disaprcared . Increased use ofresticidcs harmed the birds. and 
introduc tion of the Eurorcan Starling and the House Srarrow to the US increased co111ret ition for nest in g cavities. 

other locations. 
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._-:l)'. , The North American Bluebird Society (organi zed in 1978) establi shed 
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1''(°' J a nati onal net,vork. rrornoted speciall y designed birdhouses. and educated 
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1 the public with strategics to save the ongbird fro111 extinction. Svantc 
Humbla and Miggic Jacobs. \\·ith other Village birdw·atchcrs i111ple111cntcd 
the program here in the I 980's. Bird nes ting boxes were placed throughout 
the vi llage and have been monitored \\Cekly during spri ng and summer for 
more than 20 years. The hand111adc boxes arc mounted on 5 foot poles 
located in areas with sparse vegetation. Adaptations \Vere made over 
time, such as sizing the opening to deter starlings, and SYante Humbla's 
innovati ve shutters that provided additional roosts and warmth. Bluebird 
boxes arc visible in parks, Camargo Cl ub golf course, Cincinnati Country 
Day School, Turner Farm, Peterloon . Green Acres , Rowe Arboretum. and 

The Eastern Bluebird is 6-8 inches long and weighs about I ounce. Its attracti,·e plumage has thrilled onlookers for 
generat ions. Some migrate south in winter. and others li ve in the area year round. Their preferred habitats ha\'e one 
important characteristic: low thin groundcO\·er. and scattered trees for roosting. Their diet consists mostly of insects and a 
va riety of berries during winter month s. 

Males establish their territory mid-February. and courtship and nest selection begins in March. Once a couple , the BBs 
honeymoon near their nest box; the male encourages the female as she builds the nest. In April, eggs are laid, one a clay on 
successive days, for about 5 days. Incubation is 14 days, and after they hatch both adul ts work from dawn to dusk feeding 
the nestlings. When they arc 18 -20 days old the fl edglings leave the nest. Second and sometimes third broods occu r in 
June/July and August/Scrtcmber, dcrcnding on weather, the BB's age, and predators. Predators in clude raccoons, snakes, 
cats, Starlings, and Sparrows. Starlings and spa rrows kill by repeatedly pecking at Bluebird heads. They do not cal what 
they kill, seek ing onl y to claim the nest box as their own breeding cavity. 

Indian I fill bluebird vo lunteer mon itors clean their ass igned nest boxes in winter and begin week ly observations in earl y 
spring. It takes Miggie Jacobs 21/2-3 hours per week , covering a different trail each trip . She visits each box , knocks on it 
(permitting mother to Hy out), then opens the door and in spec ts, notin g the number of eggs/babies , and condition o f the nest. 
She records thi s in her notebook, and tabulates results for the Blueb ird Society. At times. she has to di spose ofrublic enem y 
number one: the House Sparrow. Once she opened a nest and found a snake lethargica ll y di ges ting hi s rrey. Since then 
she coats the posts with engine oil to di scourage reptiles. Mi gg ic carries extra boxes in her car to replace damaged nests. 
I !er monitori ng kit has a device that bafAes the entry holes from raccoon paws . Othe r tool s or the trade arc insecticide. 
sc rewdri ve rs, nails , and rlastic bags. Though .-he ha s ne ve r worn gloves hclc.>rc, Miggic wi ll do so thi s year and al so \Vear 
a mask due to the threat or avian llu. 

The bluebird occu pies a srcc ial rl ac c in American lore as the symbol or hapriness. and its name has been 
mentioned more l'requentl y than that o f an y other nati ve bird in /\1ncrican musical lyrics. Thanks to the monitors and the 
nest boxes, Indian I !ill residents can view this gentle ge m while humming, "Mr. Bluebird \ on my shoulder it 's truth. it·s 
actual everything is sa t is factual .. .. Zi r a de do dah , l'. ip a de day' ·. 

Thunk.,· In .\lig,l!, ie .lucuhs /i11· msi.,1u11ce 11 ·i1h rh is urricle. 


