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Can1p Dennison United Methodist Church: 200 Years Strong 

In 1806 the first Methodist meeting in Camp Dennison was held in Henry Stroman ·s cabin. The sen ice 
was led by a circuit rider, Peter Cartwright, known as the Preocher 011 1/orse!wck. The Methodist Society 
of Camp Dennison \\'as an outgrov..th of the Milford Church, \\ hich had a membership of 750 in 1805-06. 

Services were held in homes e\ery 2 -6 \\eeks v, ith homespun circuit riders 
preaching from scripture, embellishing sermons \\ith anecdotes from C\eryc.la;­
life. They \\e1-c charismatic, passionate. and ))O\\erful in their exhortations. 
and brought many pioneer converts into their fold . These ministers conducted 
\,·orship, performed weddings and bapti-.;ms. and counseled local folk. They\\ ere 
nicknamed saddlcback preachers a, they \\ ere constant]) on the mo, e. \\'hen 
there ,, as no minister. local church members held meetings \\'ith a respected 
Methodist as class leader. l\lceting generally included h) mm,. prayers. petitions. 
and personal faith tc...,t1rnonials. 1--! enr: Strei man "a, the tirst Camp Dennison 
class leader; and other residents handled preach111,,; dut1e-. O\ er the nnt -HJ years. 
The Camp Dennison belie\ ers were C.L)J1-.1dcred \!Iltl1rd \lcthodish until I X..J.5 

That year. a meeting\\ a~ held at Kugler·~ Sclrnol. and a committee of SC\ en 
men selected Trustees to form a local church. The), \\ ere John Kugler. Jeremiah Price, EleaL'.cr Campbell, Henry 

u StromJn. ;:rnd Smith Buckingham. Subscriptions fo r the projec t \\ere 
g1 en b:,. 153 people. \lathias Kugler donated the land. contributed 
\2U0 uf th..' S 1.000 LO,t. and :-.upen 1-;ed the church ·s construction. 
Thi-; permanent budding for \\Orsh1p \\as located on the ec1st side 
of C1k11dale \lilford Road. just bclo\\ Camp Dennison Cemetcr) . 

During the CI\ ii \\ ar. the Lnion Army established c1 training 
ca1 1p in the area. and Den111son General I lo..,pit,tl \' <1s created 

' to ,en e the \\ ounded. The Si,t.:rs uf Charity came from 
Cinc111nati to Camp Denni,un tu help nur,e and cook for sick 
and rccupcratmg <;oldier<; . To a\ oid the cost of the daily tram trip 
from tO\\ n. they took up residence in the Methodist Church. One 

of the nuns later described ho\\ the;- used the pulpit tor a storeroom. boards for table..,. and the floor for rest. 
In 1868 the Trustees authori,cd mo\ ing the church to a more central location that \\as le:-,.., flood prone. 

Two lob of a c:,ubdivision on Jackson Street were purchased. and the church \\US moved and rebuilt at its 
present location. A nC\\ rooL floor. and IO additional feet wen~ ,H.klcd to the structure. for a total cost of ~850. 

During the 201
1, century, donations and subscript10n"> paid for another new roof.\ estibulc. electricity. maintenance. 

additional internal imprm ements, and three lol"> adjacent to the church . AC omrnt111it1 Building ( onginall} a chicken 
house) was donated to the Method i,ts . It sen ed as a primary school for a short time\\ hilc 1rnprm emcnh were being 
made on the Camp Dennison Schools. It was later replaced by the brick Sunday School. built entirely by volunteers in 
1960. The entire community uses the structure for a pollingpbce during elections and neighborhood church Jinncr,. 

This summer the church marked 200 years. Pastor Anita Grau dressed as an historic circuit riuer. and large 
crowds came to the celebration. rood. games, and speeches were featured. as member~ and friend, ,)f I ~· 
church comened one August afternoon. fbe highlight of the festivities was the umciling: 01',1 n, ,111ur, --
recognizi ng the Bicentenni al of Camp Dennison United Methodist Church . All <;an ~ tP:::.',: 1 li1.. 1 ·· , 

in the valley by the wild,\ ood'' in obscn ance or the historic occasion. 


