'?"Reminiscencas of tha surly Paye around Cantitoe
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When my famiiy decided to buy a placz in ths country tnzy toured Long
igland and New Jersy and finally were urgad to look around fatonah by
thelr friends Capt. and Nre. Casey who lived here. Capt. bagey m2t tnem
at the station with his pair of hersae and drove them to their nhome by
way of &aple #venuz. The line of eplendid o0l4 maples - 2aid to nave been
planted by Jehn Jay- then stretched far beyond 1its present lengtn, a
large rart of thé o0ld road being now und:cr the waters of tne Cross River
Rsservoir. It “was a brilliant October day and as they drove over the car-
pet of gold with the sun shining on the golden arch over head they felt
they need look no further - tnis was the place for them, I am sure thay
never regretted this decision. In I90I they bought the o0ld nouse belong-
ing to a Niss Timberman (now tne Eitehfield place) which they did over.
Capt. Casey died@ soon after and nis widow later married Frank Potter and
they built a aouse which ieg now on the Hogen place.,

In tnose days 'most of the lsnd along the present route 22 was taken up
by largz places, Tnere was the Fargoe place - now the Harvey gchool, the
old Jolin vay place then occupied by Col. ani Mrs. William Jay. Henry Bar-
bey owned the old farm house on Cantitoe “orners with its tall old pine
tree whicn stood for go many years as a land mark until 4t finally died
and nad to be cut down. Tne Dickinson family owned the opposite corner,
tne Caseys lived in the house now owned by tne Theodore Wallers. He had
a large cnicken farm and their property took in all the present “aramoor.
Then came the 0ld Lyons farm and tne present bsllamy place then owned by
Dr. and lre, Lefferts. He wasg a distinguisned N.Y. nose and throat doctor
and his nocboy was oriental art. He had a very fine collection of o0l3d
Chinese macks wnich stared down trom the walls and which I found quite
terrifying when I went tnere occasionally with my parants. Tne largest ot
all the places was the Clarence Wnitmans which lay between 22 and Harris
Ste on the east and west and between Beaver Dam and Matthew's i1l rozds
on ihe north and south, They had a large,nospitable nouse and four sons. I
8t1ll rememoer tne wonderful Chnristmas party tney had each year for all tne
nelgabors wita a huge tree, presents for all and Wr. Wnitman playing Cnrist-
ras carols on tneir organ. Tanis property with the exception of a piece whicn
was retained by tne Whibmans eldest scn, lMorton,on which he buili tne present
nouse was bouzht by the Rooert Chambers and tne housa was later completely
destroyed by Tirc. Our piace was surrounded on ithree cidess by ithe “uitman
place and much of my childhnood was epent exploring it Ior it preccented end=-
less poesibilities, the woods with tneir rocky slopes and caves and tnae
greal rock under which Cnief Katonah was 8aid to nave been buried » the
brock, tne barn with its enormous nay loft, the nerd of cows ani tne great
red, razor back hogs wnich Nr., Whitman ralsed.Mr., Will wae gardensr and it
vas always a treat when he took me inside tne green house wita its tropical
climate, ite pzautiful flowers and its nuge old vine of deliciocus muscatel
grapas,

I look tnck cn my childnood as an EXIrememiy nippy one tnougn (roup acti-
vities, orciniz:zd play, even the companionehip of otnar canildren - ciacr

han my oldsr trotner and sister - all of which are considsre? so lmport-
ant today were almost entlirely lacking., Tuere was a freedom zni independence
apout 1t, wnien is prohibited Oy modern conditions.VWe warked cor rcas our
vicycles with no thougnt of traffic and seemsd to nave more time to read,
invent our own passtimes or do things with our families who on account of
the limits set by the norse could not get as involved in outsids activities
as 1n tns present day. Occasionaliy 1 would 80 and spend the day withn other
children or tuey would come to our nouse or several famllies drove over to



