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Historic American Building Survey

1973 Federal
Library of Congress
Washington, D.C. 11

New York State Historic Resources Survey
1969 State

Parks and Recreation, South Mall
Albany, New York 36

Historic Resources of the Hudson
1969 State
Hudson River Valley Commission
South Mall

Albany, New York 36

Landmarks of Dutchess County
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Dutchess County Planning Board
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[7. DESCRIPTION

{Check One)
7] Excellent XX Good ] Fair 0] Deteriorated [} Ruins T} Unexposed
(Check One) . (Check One)

XX Altered 3 Unaltered ] Moved XX Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDITION

The third residence built for his own use by John Armstrong
on the tract inherited by Alida Livingston Armstrong,
"Rokeby'" is situated south of Barrytown (formerly Lower Red
Hook Landing) on a rise between the Mudder Xill and the Hudson
River. Armstrong positioned the structure to face south/
southwestward over the undulations of the low hills of the
east bank and down the Hudson River.

A photograph taken prior to William Backhouse Astor's mid-
19th century alterations reveals that the Armstrong house,
.erected in 1811-1815, was a rectangular, two-story structure
covered with a hip roof which culminated in a square,
pyramidal—rbofea”cupola f1anked by the upper stacks of four
interior chimneys. A one-story porch across the front of the
house extended one bay beyond the ends of the front wall. The
front elevation was divided, as it is today, into three bays.
Strictly axial in composition, the design of the front elevation
. focused upon the central bay containing the main entrance to
the ground story, a Palladian window enframed by a large
single arch at the second story level, a single gabled dormer
window, and, above, the pyradmidal—roofed cupola.
Architectural evidence indicates that the structure originally
measured three bays by five bays, and that the floor plan was
composed around a central hall. However, this wuse of the
central hall plan is somewhat unusual in the Hudson Valley
in that the central hall runs between the shorter sides of the
rectangle, and three rooms, rather ‘than two, flank the hall.

336

. The side e1evations of the original house are divided ‘into
five bays articulated by an axial composition of windows in

. ‘which the central three are closely grouped on both the first

.. and second story levels. With the central hall running south

to north, the west parlors could derive the full benefits of

the westward view across the Hudson River without the impalr-

ment of use as a passageway.

SNOILDODNYLSNI

ey

Armstrong is believed to have altered the house ca. 1816
with a northern addition, 1ike the original "house composed of
fieldstone. The addition, measuring the full three bays in
width, merely lengthened the structure extending the central
hall and adding two flanking rooms. Owing to a rise in the
ground, the wing stands 1/2 story higher than the main
structure. Contained within this extension of the hall on what
would have been the original exterior wall (north), is a
panelled door flanked by sidelights and enframed by slender
pilasters bearing an architrave with an attenuated cornice.
The doorway, opening onto the second floor, 1s reached by a
straight run of stairs to the door landing where the stairs

turn 90° into two runs, east and west into the second story
rooms of the addition.

oo
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with brownstone trim, of a semi-octagonal

with built-in bookcases interspersed with

mounted by a ribbed plaster ceiling. The

to have been erected during this period.

west drawing room by removing a partition,

stairs which lead to the main entrance.

planting, the present entrance drive, and
borders the property along River Road was

In 1911, Margaret L. Chanler commissioned

house.

installed a private docking facility in a

At the middle of the 19th century, Margaret and William
Backhouse Astor enlarged the house with the addition, in brick

side off the 1816 wing, a north wing one bay wide and three
bays long continuing the principal north/south axis, and a
third story throughout the entire structure. The first floor of
the tower, designed as a library, is an octagonal room lined

all framed by Gothic colonnettes rising into pointed arches sur-

the billiard room, a schoolroom, and, above, a railed observatio
gallery. The north wing provided a larger kitchen and office
space, while the third story contained six additional bedrooms.
The one-story porch or piazza across the front of the house,
extending one bay beyond the ends of the front walls is believed

alterations occurred in 1895 when Stanford White enlarged the

staircase in the main hall as well as some of the ornamental
features of the porch, and added the double flight of stone

The grounds are known to have been landscaped twice, ca. 184(
by European immigrant Hans Jacob Ehlers, and in 1911 by
Olmstead Brothers. Ehlers plans, still in existence, called fox
a major vista south/southwest from the south piazza, ornamental

bridges with iron railings. The dressed stone dry wall which
1880-1888 by Josiah House, a mason long employed by the family.

improve the landscaping of the lawns and gardens west of the

North and northwest of the main house stands a complex of
dependencies including a pair of clapboarded wood frame barns
believed to date from Armstrong's period of ownership. Ca. 185
the Astors erected additional stables (destroyed by fire), the
greenhouse (converted to garage 1910, dwelling 1965), the
square brick gardiners cottage, and the one-and-a half story
gatehouse at the principal entrance on River Road. Later in
the century Margaret L. Chanler added more farm structures,
including a brick stable designed by McKim, Mead & White, and

tower on the west

three French windows,

upper floors contained

The last major

redesigned the

the existing stone
erected between

Olmstead Brothers to

cove to the northwest

n
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[ Pre-Columbion: {1 16th Century {3 18th Century ] 20th Century
) 15th Century ] 17th Century XX 19th Century
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Abor iginal {0 Education [} Political {3 Urban Planning
[T} Prehistoric (7] Engineering ] Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
[:] Historic 3 Industey fosophy
[3: Agriculture [ Invention [} Science
Architecture [ tondscope 1 Sculpture
L A Architecture [ Sociol/Human-
O Commerce {1 Literature itarian
{J Communications {3 Military [} Theater
[ Conservation [ Music 1 Transportation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE t L ~ ¥ - l r
v . - -4 : . : - : ’

An integral part of the land use patterns and life style
perpetuated along the Hudson River for three centuries by the
Livingston family, "Rokeby" 1is a’ fine reflection of the
evolving tastes of the generations which resided there through
out the 19th century. Occupied originally by soldier/diplomat
John Armstrong (1758-1843) and subsequently altered for
William Backhouse Astor (1792-1875), the property served as a
country seat for a family prominent in the social, political,
and economic history of the Hudson Valley and state during the
19th century. The main house and its adjacent farm complex
exist today essentially unaltered since the turn of the
century and still within the rural context for which they
were designed. :

Prior to 1688, Col. Peter Schuyler.of\Albany‘purchased from
the Indians a parcel of land on the east bank of the Hudson
River,whith'today,cpnstitptes most of the Town of Red Hook.
During the first half of the 18th century "Schuylers' Patent”
passed almost in tact into the hands of Col. Henry, Beekman who
in 1776 bequeathed his extensive holdings to his only child

- Margaret. Merged with the extensive Livingston family lands
with Margaret's marriage to Judge Robert Livingston of
"Clermont' (National Historic Landmark), the Schuyler/Beekman
l1and was subsequently divided among Margaret Beekman
Livingston's ten heirs including Alida Livingston (1761-1822),
wife of soldier/diplomat John Armstrong (1758-1843).

A major on the staffs of Generals Mercer and Gates during
the Revolution, Armstrong in 1783 had “"composed the 'Newburgh
Letters' ... suggesting that the army should take matters into
their own hands if Congress failed to meet their demands for
arrears of pay.“l Serving briefly as Adjutant General of the

Concise Dictionary of American Biography (New York: Charles
Scriber's Sons, 1964}, p. 28.. - a7 Tt

EAE TR
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Pennsylvania Militia, Secretary of State of that Commonwealth,
and member of the last Continental Congress, Armstrong moved to
New York at the time of his marriage in 1789 to manage Alida
Livingston's 27,000-acre tract. During the next decade
Armstrong built two residences, "The Meadows' (1790), and

"Mill Hill" (1796), both of which he sold.

Re-entering public service in 1800 as a U.S. Senator,
Armstrong resigned in 1804 during his second term when he was
named by President Jefferson to succeed his brother-in-law
Chancellor Robert Livingston as U.S. Minister to the Court of
Napoleon. Serving in this capacity during the Napoleonic Wars

that Napoleon had revoked the Berlin and Milan Decrees,"

a statement accepted at face value by the American government.2
That same year he retired to the Hudson Valley and began con-
struction of "La Bergerie'" but was interrupted by the outbreak
of the War of 1812. Commissioned as Brigadier General and

Secretary of War by President Madison the followlng year.

Armstrong retired in 1814, his ''one notable achievement -- the
advancement of Generals Andrew Jackson, Jacob Brown, and
Winfield Scott --" overshadowed by the heavy criticism which he

recieved for the Army's losses on the northgrn frontier and the
cagture of Washington, D.C. by the British.’ Returning to the
Hudson Valley property he moved into the still unfinished

"La Bergerie' in 1815 when the family's cottage burned. There
he spent the remaining 29 years of his life overseeing the
agricultural development of the property and writing a two-
volume history of the War of 1812, in addition, to volatile
political pamphlets, military biographies, and a voluminous
correspondence.

2Ibid.

3According to family papers, Warner Richards, a local master-
builder, directed the construction.

4Concise Dictionary of American Biography, p. 28.

and the period of trade discord which resulted, Armstrong recelv
"the 1810 note in which the French sought to convince the Americ

placed in charge of the New York City defenses, he was appointed

pd
hns
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to one of 48.

$100,000.00 fortune as well as "Rokeby'.

1906-1908), and Margaret Livingston (

The marriage in 1818 of General Armstrong's only daughter,
Margaret, to capitalist William Backhouse Astor (1792-1875),
son of fur trader/capitalist John Jacob Astor (1763-1848), led
to a transer of title in 1836 to Astor for the sum of $50,000.
Renamed "Rokeby'" by Margaret A. Astor after Sir Walter Scott's
poem by that name, the property served as the Astors' summer
residence and underwent several alterations including: re-design
of the grounds by European landscape/architect Ludwig Ehlers;
construction of a greenhouse, stables, gatehouse, and gardiners
cottage; and enlargement of the house from a dwelling of 20 rooms

The death of the Astors' eldest child Emily -- wife of
financier/lobbyist Samuel Ward (1814-1884), the "King of the
Lobby" during the administrations of Andrew Johnson and U.S.
Grant -- left her only child Margaret Astor Ward heilr to Astor's
However within two
years of William B. Astor's death in 1875 both Margaret Astor
Ward and her husband John Winthrop Chanler -- New York City
Congressman during the period of Reconstruction -- died leaving
the estate to their ten surviving children who owned "Rokeby"
as tenants in common during their minority. Most prominent
of these Chanlers were: artist Robert Winthrop, Congressman/
African explorer William Astor, criminal lawyer/reformer/
politician Lewis Stuyvesant (Lieutenand Governor of New York,
-1963). A volunteer

nurse styled by the press the "Angel of Pureto Rico" during the
Spanish American War, and awarded a Congressional medal for her
work in the organization of field hospitals in Puerto Rico, the
Philippines, Japan and China, Margaret Livingston Chanler was
instrumental in the creation of the Women's Nursing Corps of
the U.S. Army and the Women's Municipal League, a predecessor of
the League of Women Voters. The sole title holder to '"Rokeby"
by 1899, she established a professional dairy farm on the
property, had portions of the house altered in 1895 under the
guidance of Stanford White, and in 1911 engaged Olmstead Brotherg
to improve the landscaping west of the house. Married (1906)
to Richard Aldrich ( -1937), music critic of the New York
. Times, Margaret Livingston Chanler bequeathed the property in
1963 to her daughter-in-law and three grandchildren.

GPO 921.724
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The estate exists today as it evolved from Armstrong's
arrival at the site in 1811 through the occupancy of William
Backhouse Astor, and the early years of Margaret Livingston
Chanler's ownership at the turn of the century. Several
architectural styles popular during the 19th century attest to
the wealth and tastes of the generations which spanned that
century. Armstrong's symmetrical, simply designed but elegant
country seat has been aggrandized by the increased dimensions
and decorative detail of the Astor period, as well as McKim
Mead and White's classical renovations. The main house and its
adjacent farm complex, still situated on a sizeable tract of
land, have survived uncompromised by 20th century intrusions
as a 19th century country seat and working farm -- a well
preserved embodiment of a 1life style which has characterized
so much of the history of the riverfront of the Hudson Valley.

GPO 921.724
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10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LAaTITUDE ANC LONGIT JDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THe CENTZR POINT OF A PROPERTY
R _OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES __ _
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minytes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW j ° § ’ " 7% o g6t OZ{‘H o] ’ = ° v -

ne | 410 59. 35. 173 o 54, 52

e | 41e 58+ 57~ |73 o 54, 52. .

W 41e 58+ 57+ 173 o 56: 04-
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 437
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY cCoDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

ORM PREPARED BY. =

NAME AND TITLE:

Lynn A. Beebe, Research Assistant

ORGANLIZATION [,Iistoric DATE
New York State Division for Preservation July, 1974
STREET AND NUMBER:
South Mall
CITY OR TOWN: * STATE CODE
Albany New York 36

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION Lo

T NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

-As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National Local []

Name

Title

Officer

.»y&é’i.,‘k '71 | 975

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

CATTEST: ~ - - o

Keeper of The National Register

Date

Y
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S, Department of the Interior, Geographical Survey,

SCALE: 1:24.,000
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