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The House

The two-story frame house on one acre at 7675 Albany Post Road owned by Jane Ferguson stands out as the only
19* century house along a stretch of one-story homes from the 1940s to the 1970s. A 1987 inventory of historic
houses estimated it was built about 1860 (Figure 1). Research has since confirmed it was built in 1878.

The Ferguson house typifies Italianate architecture in fashion from the 1840s through the 1880s, featuring a
hipped roof, ornamented and bracketed cornice, and two-over-two windows. The L-shaped form is asymmetrical,
with a wing set back off the south side of the house. The porch, also with bracketed cornice, runs along the front and
wraps along the south wing of the house (Figure 2).

The rear additions were later: one of two stories, with a large kitchen downstairs and bedrooms upstairs, and an-
other, the one-story sunroom. Both have expansive views of the farmland and large elms behind the house (Figures
3, 3a). Stately Norway spruces, typically planted in the 19* century as windbreaks, protect the northern exposure.
(Figure 4).

Interior alterations have been made over the years, such as the division of the large room north of the entry hall
into a living room and adjoining library, as evidenced by awkward adjustments to the ceiling molding (Figure 5).

The basement does not show any evidence of construction earlier than 1878. The beams and posts are rough-sawn,
not hand-hewn (Figure 6). There is a barn on the property that appears to be as old or older than the house (Figure 7).

Early History

The house sits on what was once part of a large farm along the busy road connecting New York City to Albany.
Early in the 18" century the road was named the Queen’s Highway in honor of England’s newly crowned Queen
Anne. With the later accession to the throne of King George I, it became the King’s Highway. However, well before
the Revolution, it was commonly known as the ‘post’ road for the runners who delivered the mail. By the end of the
18 century, there was daily stagecoach service along the Post Road. The circa 1760 Elmendorph Inn was an im-
portant way stop, anchoring the small settlement that had grown up around it, now the Village of Red Hook.

In 1751, second-generation German Palatine settler and farmer Hendrick Martin leased from Henry Beckman a
plot of land strategically located on the Post Road between the Elmendorph Inn and a grist mill on the Saw Kill. His
stone house stands at the end of what is now Willowbrook Lane. Martin later divided the farm between his sons,
David and Gorttlieb. Gottlieb built his own stone house on the southern part of the farm bordering the Post Road.!
For generations this house has been known as the Martin-Cookingham house or, simply, the Cookingham house,
for the family who succeeded the Martins.

In 1863, John R. Faure is recorded as having sold to David P. Lord (acting on behalf of his younger brother, John
H. Lord, a minor) 131 acres of the Martin farm, including the original Hendrick Martin house, > and John H. Lord’s
name appears on the 1867 Beers map next to the house, then called “Brookside” (Figure 8). Lord then sold the
property to Edgar L. Traver for $14,000 in 1871.> Both the 1876 Gray map (Figure 9) and James H. Smith’s Hiszory
of Duchess County * cite Traver as resident in the Hendrick Martin House.
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YOUR NAME: Diane Levitt DATE: __6/15/87
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ORGANIZATION (if any):
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IDENTIFICATION
1. BUILDING NAME (§):
2. COUNTY: __Dutchess TOWN/CITY: __Red Hook  VILLAGE: Red Hook
3. STREET LOCATION: ______North Broadway _
4. OWNERSHIP:  a. public [ b private [
5. PRESENT OWNER: _ ADDRESS:
6. USE: Original: ___ Residence Present Residence
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC:  Exterior visible from public road: Yes [1x  No [J
Interior accessible: Explain
DESCRIPTION
8. BUILDING a. clapboard [CJx b, stone [ c. brick [ d. board and batten [}
MATERIAL: ¢. cobblestone L] f. shingles (1 g stucco (J  other:
9. STRUCTURAL a. wood frame with interlocking joints (]
SYSTEM: b. wood frame with light members [k
(if known) c. masonry load bearing walls (]
d. metal (explain)
e. other }
10, CONDITION:  a. excellent Ll b, good [ c. fair [J d. deteriorated (]
1. INTEGRITY:  a. original site Clx b, moved [ if so,when?
¢. list major alterations and dates (if known):
12. PHOTO: 13. MAP:

: o .
Figure 1 - 1987 NYS Building Structure Inventory Form, page 1
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4. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known (& b.zoning (L1  ¢. roads [JJ
d. developers (J e. deterioration (]
. other:

I5. RELATED QUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY:
a. barn[) b. carriage house [ c. garage [
d.privy [0 ¢ shed [[] f. greenhouse [
g.shop OJ  h. gardens (]

i. landscape features:

J. other:

16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING _ (check more than one if necessary):
a.open land X b. woodland [
c. scattered buildings [
d. densely builtup [J  e. commercial [J
f. industrial [J g, residential [&
h. other:

I7. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)

Structure lies among contemporary homes at the north end of
the main thoroughfare in the village of Red Hook.

18.  OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):

2 story/hip roof/3 bay/ornamented, bracketed cornice/2-2 sash
windows/bracketed window heads/recessed double door entry with
transom/veranda with bracketed cornice

SIGNIFICANCE
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: c. 1860

ARCHITECT:

BUILDER:

20, HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:

Vernacular Italianate house

21, SOURCES:

22. THEME:

Figure 1 - 1987 NYS Building Structure Inventory Form. page 2



Figure 3 - Exterior view, west elevation and close-up of additions




e [

i

-- P “liig e
EI‘I&!-‘}’-!W:ET‘ ey

]

iy

(L[

Figure 4 - Exterior view, north elevation
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Figure S - Interior, front living room

Figure 6 - Basement beams
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Figure 7 - Barn west of the house
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Figure 9 - 1876 detail of O. W, Gray map of Dutchess County



Edgar Lewis Traver (1829-1905)
Owner 1871-1878

Edgar Traver was born
to Evert Traver and
Helen Shook Traver in
1829 (Figures 10 & 11).
A prosperous farmer and
landowner, he eventual-
ly owned several other
parcels in the area.

The farm he purchased
from Lord is listed in the
1875 New York State
agricultural census with a
value of $14,000, includ-
ing $3,000 in farm build-
ings, $1,500 in livestock,
and $1,600 of gross sales
(Figure 12).

Figure 10 - Evert Traver, father of Edgar Traver
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Figure 12 - 1875 NYS Agricultural Census



Figure 13 - Arthur and Ranson, sons of Edgar and
Anna Margaret Traver

| Death Comes to Caplain Westiall at Bed
i Book—4A Well Rnown Eiver Man.

Osptain Lymao Weetfall, for nearly a
generatioa oue of tha best knowa steam- |
bost men oo tbe river, ruaniog with the
Citizens’ llne of Troy, was found dead inl
bls bed st bis home, s short distance!
‘porth of the village of Red Hook, on
Banday mornlng. For thirty years he
Was captain of one cf the big steamers of |
that lne and csme to be very well knowsn
sll along the river. Fifteen years ago hel
retired from the river and lived gqaiedy|
in Red Hook, where he had s comfort-|
sbie home snd the happlaess of a large!
cirols of frisnds who respected him. ’

Captain Westfall wes 88 years of age. |
and it was known thaf In the mnaturs] |
ovder of things bis life’s end must be
Very near, but it was not expected that |
the sod would come sa it did. He leaves
a widow. Tue faneral will take place on
Wednesday, sod the interment will be gt |
Nuassau, N. Y.

—

Poughkeepsie News-Press, May 5, 1902

Figure 15 - Poughkeepsie News-Press, May S, 1902,
Lyman Westfall obituary

Traver was married three times — first to Anna Margaret, who
bore their two sons, Seth Arthur and Ranson (Figure 13) and
died in 1865. In 1866, he wed Catharine E. Benedict, who passed
in 1895. Lastly, he married Mary Piester in 1897. He died on
July 16, 1905 and is buried in St. Paul’s Lutheran cemetery in the
Village of Red Hook.’

Lyman Westfall (1815-1902)
and Catharine (Hoyt) Westfall (1822-1903)
Owners 1878-1899

The first deed to the one-acre Ferguson lot records the sale by
Edgar and Catharine Traver to Catharine Westfall (wife of Lyman
Westfall) in 1878.¢ The transaction was noted in the Red Hook
Journal (Figure 14). Although not documented, we surmise the
Travers and the Westfalls were related, hence the transaction.”
According to his obituary, Lyman, a riverboat captain, was “one
of the best known steamboat men on the river” (Figure 15).

Born in Rensselaer County, Catharine and Lyman were married
in Brooklyn in 1844 and raised two children there, Alice August
and Samuel DeWitt. The Red Hook Journal reported that the
Westfalls broke ground for their new house in June 1878 (Figure
16). They first appear living in Red Hook in the 1880 Federal
Census (Figure 17). The 1892 New York State Census lists the
Westfalls and Theodore and Anna Cookingham as neighbors
(Figure 18). (Cookingham descendants recently sold the Martin/
Cookingham farm to the Town of Red Hook).

T ———r————————
The Red Hook Jomna}:

FRIDAY, APRIL 26,

1878,

We learn thay Mr. E. L. Traver
bas sold an acre of land from his
tarm just north of this village to Mr,
L. Westlall who will erect a fine
house thereon during the summer.

Figure 14 - Red Hook Journal, April 26, 1878

Ground was broken for the new
house of Mr. L. Westfsll, on Mon-
day, on the lot recently purched of
Mr. E. L. Traver.

Figure 16 - Red Hook Journal, June 21, 1878
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Figure 19 - August S, 1897 Boston marriage registry, No. 57, William K. & Marietta Niver



The Westfalls sold their house to William K. Niver
of Syracuse in 1899.* The 1900 Federal Census still lists
Lyman, age 84 and Catharine, age 76, at the property,
so perhaps the new owners leased it back to them. Upon
Lyman’s death at 88 in 1902, Catharine returned to her
Rensselaer County hometown of Nassau. They are bur-
ied together in the Nassau-Schodack cemetery.’

William Kingman Niver (1835-1907)
and Marietta Squire (1835-1905)
Owners 1899-1902

Kinderhook native William Niver was a prominent
Syracuse businessman with substantial holdings in rail-
roads and coal. He and Marietta, his second wife, were
married in Boston in 1897, two years before he bought the
house in Red Hook, when he was 61 and she 57 (Figure
19). There is no evidence that they ever lived in the house
before selling it less than three years later. After a series
of financial reverses and a debilitating illness, Niver was

The Post-5tandard (Syracuse, NewYork) - 20 Feb 1907, Wed -+ Page 11

IN PURSUANCE OF AN OBRDER oOi
the Bpeclal Term of the Onondaga
County Court, «luly graniod on tho §th dny
of Melnuary, 1997, I, the undersigned com-
mittee of thejerson and estato of William
<, Niver. a l.matie, will sell at pubho
auctlon 1o the highest Didder at the front
loor af the new Court Jlouse In the Cliy
uj.‘ ﬁyracuse. Omondagn  County, New
Yori, an tha !8th day «f I'ebruary, 197,
it ten o'clock In the lorcnoon of that
day, all of thn stocks, honds, uoctes Al
accgunts recelcable, amct olber personal
roperly bejonglng to satd lunatic, now
n my hands, conelsting of stock aixl
Londs In thy Onondaga Vitrified Brivk
Company, Intarnationnl Contracting
Company, Shkaineateles Rallroad Couie
pany; Greenlnwn Ccmetery Associatlon:
Byracuse Shor AMonufacturing Compuny;
Phoentx Hardware Maufacturipng Cot -
pany; Natlona; Webh Tl Sewer Compan:';
Syracuse Cignr and Tobacen Compavy
and miscollanc pug notey and 2ecdunty Juo-
ceivable,

A scheduls showing the number ot
shared of stocx and the amount of bonily

in ~ach of the pforemes: tloned companics,
and L8 notes ypg account#s.logether with
the termw8 Upon which sald S3le will bo
mado, will rémaln on fiks in rn?-emﬂ%;;p-
% Byracuse Sovings Bank Buildi\g, ite
cuse, N. Y., wiero It can be scenAld £%-
amlned up te the time of enle.

Daled Syracuse, N. VY, February Ji?h'.\
1307,

Figure 21 - The Post Standard (Syracuse, New York),
Feb 20, 1906

declared a ‘lunatic’ by the Onondaga County Court
and his possessions sold at auction. He died in 1907
and is interred under a large monument in Oakwood

Cemetery, Syracuse’® (Figures 20-23).

WILLIAM K. NIVER IS
DECLARED INCOMPETENT

Willlam K. Niver, a prominent busi-
ness man of Syracuse, formerly super-
intendent of the Binghamton & Syra-
cuse rallrond and well known in this
city, has been declared Incompetent.
He has suffered financial reverses late-
ly and ealth has been poor. The
estate Is valued at $144.000,

Figure 20 - Press and Sun Bulletin (Binghamton, New
York), Feb 16, 1906

Well-known Railroad Man Dead at His
i Home in Syracuse.

I Willlam K. Niver, a well known rallroad
" man who had bis headquarters fur a number

of years In Buffalo, and a former Mayor of
Syracuse, died In Syracusa yesterday at the
| age of T2 Mr. Nlver was a natlve of Kinder-
| hook and had been an assistant division sup-
 erintendent of the Lackawanna and superin-
!!endem of the Syracuse, Dinghamton & New
York.

Afterward he was general superintendent of
the western dlvision of the Lehigh, with
headquarters in Buffalo. relinquishing this
position to become general agent for the Phil-
adelphla & Readlng Coal Company, with an
| nMee here. He was in thie city for aboug
, 8lx years in the %0's.

. Mr. Niver held the position of a vice-presi-
dent of the Boston & Maine and later organ-
lzed the corporation koown as W. K. XNiver
& Company, dealing In coal Mr. Niver was
. 11l for 16 months before his death.

Figure 22 - The Buffalo News, April 1, 1907,
William K. Niver obituary



Buffalo Courier (Buffalo, New York)

1 Apr 1907, Mon - Page 1

| |

EX-MAYORAND
 CAPITALIST

DEAD

William lé—hl\ﬁi_g;r of Syra-

cuse Passes Away After

lllness Lasting More

Than a Year — Lost

$500,000 on a Trolley
Deal.

CONNECTED WITH
MANY RAILROADS

——

(By Assoclated Preasn.)
Syracuse, March 3JlL.—Willilam K.
Niver, former mayor, died today aged

iz years. Mr. Niver was born in Kin- |}

derhook and for twelve years was man-
ager of a transportation compapy with

headquarters in New York. /‘He was
later an assistant superintendent of a
division of the D., L. & W. Rallroad,
and superintendent of the Syracuse,
Binghamton & New Yark. Afterward
he was general superintendent of the
western division of the Lehigh Valley
and also general agent for the Reading
Coal Company. For a time he was vice
president of the Boston & Maine Rail-
road and upon leaving this office or-
ganized the corporation of W. K. Niver
& Company handling coal with offices
in Boston, Baltimore. Syracuse and
Oswego. ) -

Mr. Niver ,had been ill for sixteen
months, his mind having weakened af-
ter he had backed a local trolley’en-
terprise for $500,000 and which proved
a failure. mL

Figure 23 - The Buffalo Courier April 1, 1907,
William K. Niver obituary

Nathaniel L. Morehouse (1852-1914) and Henrietta
Rowe Morehouse (1856-1921)
Owners 1902-1921

The next owner, Milan farmer Nathaniel Morehouse
married Henrietta Rowe in 1893 (Figure 24) and bought
the property in 1902. ! (Figure 25). The Morchouses were
active in Red Hook social circles (Figures 26 & 27) and
Nathaniel was a director of the Rhinebeck Bank. A 1905
Red Hook Journal article recounts an amusing incident
near the house reflecting the early days of automobiles on
the Post Road (Figure 28).

Red Kook Hournal,

Red Hook, N. Y.

A ——

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1803

Rock Ciry.— Nathanie] Morehouse
and Henriette Rowe were married at
the residence of Lewis Near, Tues-
day, November 14th. Their friends
wish them every. blessing posaible, ..

Figure 24 - Red Hook Journal, November 24, 1893

—— = .- — - —

The place of the late Lyman
Westfall, north of this village, has
been purchased by Mr. Nathaniel
Morehouse, of Milan, for $1,500.

B e e —

Figure 25 - Red Hook Journal, May 23, 1902

——

The Thimble Society were enter-
tained by Mrs. Nathaniel Morehouse
Tuesday. The next meeting will be
at Mrs. E C. Perrine’s house.

e —

Figure 26 - Red Hook Journal, November 4, 1904

Mrs. Theodore F. Cookingham and
Mrs. Nathaniel Morehouse visited
New York this week.

-

Figure 27 - Red Hook Journal, November 25, 1904



Cited by the 1910 Federal Census as
retired (“depends on his own income”), he
grew despondent after a long illness and
committed suicide in 1914 (Figures 29 &
30). Nathaniel had bequeathed the house
to Henrietta and when she died in 1921,

the property went to her sisters, Mary S.
Rowe and Julia C. Rowe.

While Mrs. James Tiffany was
driving accompanied by Mrs. Calvin
Hapeman, on the old pest road near
Red Heok Saturday, they met an
automobile occupied by four people.
The driver disregarding Mrs, Tiff-
any’s signals to stop his machine
came right on at rapid speed. The
horse was frightened and jumped
over a fence, The horse, wagon,
harness and oceupants of the wapon
ware injured. The auto had not the
number in sight as the law requires
and when Nathaniel Morehouse de-
manded to see it the driver of the
auto reluotantly showed It to bhim,
The woman giggled and acted as if
she was witnessing a huge joke. The
ruilty party should be made to pay
full damages. Such conduct makes
automobiles unpopular and should
be punished.

Figure 28 - Red Hook Journal, June 6, 1905

TAKES LIFE
AT-RED HOOK
Nathaniel Morehouse, 60 Years
0ld, Gon to His Barn and
Shoots Himself in Head—Ill
Health the Cause.
WAS WELL EKNOWN
The lifeless Dbody of Nathaniel
beok BUnE, wip #eund with & wole

wound in the head in the barn at
the rear of hla residence, a mile

Poughkeepsie Eagle-News
23 Oct 1914,

north of the village of Red Hook at
five o'clock Thursday evening by his|
wile Continned 111 health it ia
mnrmud led Mr. Morchouse, who
wns eixty years ald to shoot himself
Ceroner ‘Harry J. Selfridge of this
city returned from the scene late
Thursday night and pronounced the
death a sulelde, | .
Mr. Morehouse retired from active
husiness several years ago and lived
with his wifc on a small place a half
mile beyond the Hofman Inn on the
left hand side of the road, The
| couple keep no servants and it has
| been the habit of Mr. M orehouse to
alttend to the duties zt' the barn
while his wife did the housekeeping.

Fri- Page 5

Worried over his continued ab-
sence, Thursday afternoon, Mre.
" Morehouse, went out to the barn and
there found the body of her husband,
dead upon the floor. Nearby lay
th* revolver with which he shot
himself. )

She later declarcd that she had
heard no sound from the barn dur-
|inz the afternoon:

About three year:s ago Mr. and
| Mre. Morehouse moved to Red Hook
from Milan. Up until within the
last few months Mr. Morehouse has
been in good health but of late has
rappeared low spirited and melan-
| chaly. Dr. H. L. t'nokiAgham has
beon attending Mr. Morchouse and
he was called by Mrs. Morenouse
immediately following the discovery

of the body. When he arrived,
however, L was found that Mr
- Morcheurs  had died instently and

‘l‘ornner Selfridge was notified.

- Mr. Morehouse Is survived by his
widow, a step brother, Ezra 1.,
| Morehouse of Milan. a political fig-
ure who (s well krnown all over
Dutehess County and a  brother
"Rush, who residks at Rock City.

Arrangements for- the funeral and
for the burial will be announceqd
later. .

Mr. Morehouse ¢atne down to the
village of Red Hook Wednesday ana
in conversation with John Troy.
brother o1 Peter H. Troy of this
ity, said that he had-not been feel-
ing well of late. He appeared some-
what depressed but gave no hint of
any intention to emd his life. He
vas also down to the village again

Thursday morning.. {

Figure 30 - Poughkeepsie Eagle-News, October 23, 1914, Nathaniel Morehouse Obituary
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Figure 29 - 1910 U.S. Federal Census, Nathaniel and Henrietta Morehouse



Annie Elisabeth (Sheehan) Cotter,
(1857-1930)
Owner 1923-1930

In quick turn, the Rowe sisters sold the house two years later to
Annie Cotter '* (Figure 31), widow of Rock City farmer Law-
rence Cotter (1843-1907). They had four children: George P,
Lawrence E., Margret M., and Alise A. In the 1925 NYS Cen-
sus, Annie is listed as head of household, age 67, living with her
25-year-old daughter Alice (Alise), whose occupation is listed as
‘bookkeeper’ (Figure 32).

Second son Lawrence Edward went to medical school, endear-

Above, Figure 31 - Annie Cotter

ing himself over the ensuing decades to Red Hook as, simply,
Doctor Cotter. In her own right, Alise became locally famous as the longtime editor and general manager of the
Red Hook Advertiser, serving from 1926 to 1966. As reported by her paper, she married Donald (“Don”) Norton in
1929, celebrating their wedding reception in the house (Figure 33). The 1930 Federal Census lists Annie living with
Alise and Don, values the property at $12,000, and also notes that they have a ‘radio set’ (Figure 34).

ORICINAL Page S/
_Mm_ te of New York, June f, 1925, —
M}?‘ thahitautu of Black No._______, Election District No,_L, Ward Na. City or Village__ GP&@L Zﬁnié
?anwr

_, Assembly District No. A L'rf_:.:"?
Name of [nabitut Enurﬂ:!arur_@wy—a

FERMANENT HESIDENCE NAME RELATION ("Un’j‘”g'la%x NATIVITY CITIZENEITR |Ez;| PATION g o R AR IR
i o sl perse =i sl ince of b _ : :
wn June 1, 1925, was in this family. § | i
R R B EEIE
B reonommemimnims 1l
M 1 4+ | & | s -
1 |
= Hedd L | 3. ¢F '
’ P\ Neadi e 2 35) 2
4 llﬂ.p!-L Wl d 35 i
' dew w0 1y ’
it 6] Lo w12 5
o |
Ll T " % | (Fdver, Methorins. & \doamglli w | F | G P
N m i A |(Puditr, Hagomend, WL dén, w“izﬁ_% T
j TR TS .%ﬂ.ﬂ-_ | dasghld W' F b s

| *“Q;‘,;f. | @ -

. ‘ |E TS L1 ] .I"'_ 20 | X 35

ik £ %w‘ F s u.s 15 |cud doldl | o BE
, w P bs| Y.L |bs ik | H rvatwrer b | A ; o
ite. F\H et | | |b65] .8 &5 e Farrenr. Byl =
. . — wr | I.I;' ?ﬂ (l“}mﬂ;jﬂ f.HQ’.:t M I—ﬁ.— — _19
_@__ Wim bl 2.5 bole, anmen, |5 0
_w%g;__u;:f ] ud r.[-'ai Howerwode | X| g
Mead |\w |7 _is‘? W.t:ig', ﬂlﬁ R __%M_ Cel e

| L | R 1  Plnicewoide | X . 43
%M W‘MIEJ& j‘i{..?- 5}@{ Pl w|

bede lur|F|so] w8 |50 e Hrestusrd | X |

N wlad || zo| U S oo |ef Qarigt Ptchamd A o 1
Hudoqw|7n|agl .8 g led) Lo 1 It

Figure 32 - 1925 New York State census, Annie Cotter



Popular Couple Wed At
Red Hook Last Saturday

Miss A. Alise Cotter Became Bride of Donald E.
Norton in Impressive Ceremony Held at Church
of St. Christopher.

A very pretty wedding service was
solemnized at St. Christopher’s church
of Red Hook when at 6 o'clock last
Saturday afternoon, Miss A, Alise Cot-
ter, daughter of Mrs Annie E. Cotter
of Red Hook became the bride of
iDonald E. Norton, son of Mr and Mrs
dward F. Norton, also of Red Hook,
at a ceremony at which the Rev. Cor-
nelius -Fitzsimmons, rector of the
rhurch, assisted by the Rev. William ;
Y. Gill, rector of the Church of Good f _ :
Shepherd of Rhinebeck, officiated. R —

The bride was attended by her sis-  Following the ceremony a reception, || Donald E. Norton, Mrs Annie E. Cot-
ter, Mrs Malcolm R. Grahame of|together with a catered luncheon,| szr of Red Hook, Dr. and Mrs John
Poughkeeps.e, Mr Grahame acting as| were held on the lawn of the Cotter| H. Cotter of Poughkeepsie, -John H.
best man, John (H. Cotter and Ed-|iome, about forty guests attending. AU Cotter of Red Hook, Dr. and Mrs Law-
ward Norton, both of New York city,|the conciusion of the reception the | rence Cotter and son of Brooklyn, Mr
aeted as ushers. _ happy couple left for a motor trid| gnd Mrs Malcolm R. Grahame of

“The bride was attraetively attired in| through northern New Yor agd| [Poughkeepsie. Dr. and Mrs George
a bouffant gown of imported white Canada. L ' . Shelham of Brooklyn, Mr and Mrs Jas.
Gwiss lace over white satin with hat| The groom's gift to the bride Was| shehan of Brooklyn, Mrs Norah and
to mateh, and carried a bouquet of | * white gold bracelet set with sa-| mrics Mae O'Neill of Rhinebeck, Miss

Easter Lllies and lillies of the valley. | ¥ IR ... _..| KCharlotte Dolger of Rhinebeck, Mrs
. The bride’s gift to her bridesmald| ;,,, gerley of Cleveland, Mr and

“Her aitendant wore ” orient chiffon )
Wwith picture hat to match and car-| VA4S @ pean, and oysial netthce T nirs Edward Norton of Red Hook, Mr
xied m'SEB.f!lf;g;Olg_ga it of St Paups| Wallet and to the ushers, cigareite and M &il@éneggﬁéiogogegﬁﬁrogz
Ity b ) - 7 : . Al . E '
Lutheran church, rendered the inci- rasj;:'js ceremony, the second of its and Mrs John Norton of New York
dental music and Dblayed L:pélengrm.s ¥ind to be held in the auditorium of gty’ Mr and Mrs Robert Ivers of Red
wedding march when the bridal Party | gy - cpristopher’s, was perhaps one of ook, Miss Anna Baxter of New York
entered the church, the bride appear-| she most impressive as well as one of cify, Mrs.James Baxter of Red Hook,
ing on the arm.of _her eldest brother,| yhe most beautiful that the vast throna Mr and -Mrs William Houghton of Red
CGeorge P. Cotter, who gave herMm which packed the intél(‘iior of etﬁe {Hook, ‘agldﬁ;he Rev. Cornelius Fitzsim-
inarriage. Prior to the ceremony, Mrs| church has ever witnessed, the quietly | mmons of Barrytown. :
Tawrence E. Cotter rendered the vocal| impressive ceremony and the beauti-| . . :
solo, “I Love You Truly,” foliowing ful floral" decorations of gladioli and
it with “O, Promise Me,’ as the cere- | potted ferns all combining to give the
snony itself took place. Mrs Cotter is| occasion an air of dignity and impari
possessed of a voice of wonderful pur- to it an impressiveness that one would
ity and richness and to which her se- | fnd hard to equal.

ol : The following were present at the
lactions proved admirably adapted. reception and luncheon: Mr and Mrs

Figure 33 - Red Hook Advertiser, August 15, 1929 Wedding Reception
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Figure 34 - 1930 U.S. Federal Census, Annie Cotter, Alise and Don Norton



Poughkeepsie Eagle-News
17 Jun 1930, Tue

MRS. E A COTTER
* DIES AT RED HOOK

Paeumonia. Atjack Proves Fatal

———To—Stanferdville Native; -
"~ Funeral Thutsday

‘ (Special to The Eagle-News)

" Red Hook, June 16-—=Mrs, Annie

}l:. Cotter, 73, dled today at her
hmoe in Red Hook after an lllness

'with lobar pneumonia. g

- Mrs. Cotter, who HNaa been’a

reutdent oy this Village 107 APProxt=

‘mately seves years, was the widow

',o( Lawrence Cotter. She is surviv-
ed by three sons, George P. Cotter,
Rea Hook; Dr. Lowrence E. Cot-
ter' and John H. Cotter, Brfeoklyn;
two dsughters, Mrs. Malcolm Gra-
hame, Poughkeepsie and Mrs. Don-
ald E. Norton, Red Hook; two
-grandchiidren; - Margaret Grahame,
Poughkeepsie and Lawrence E.
Cotter, 3rd, Brooklyn; two nephews,
Dr. George A. Sheeham and James
'E. 8Sheehan, Brooklyn, .

Born in Btanfordville, July 34,
1856, a daughter of James and
Bridget Sheehan, Mrs. Cotter spent
most of her life in Milan. The fun-
eral will be held at 9:830 o'clock
Thursday morning from hér home
and at 10 o'clock from Bt. Christo-
pher's Roman Catholic Church, Red
Hook, where a mass of requiem will
be celebrated by the Rev, Cornellus
Fitssimmons, Interment will be at

of Lawrence Cotter. Bhe is surviv- gBt. Peter's Cemetery in charge of
ed by three sons, George P. Cotter, Carrol| & Son, Rhinebeck. |

Figure 35 - Red Hook Advertiser, June 19, 1930, Annie Cotter obituary

After Annie’s death in 1930
(Figure 35), her son George, as
executor, sold the house to Louis
William Dillman."? Of interest
here is Dutchess County’s 1936
aerial photo of Red Hook, show-
ing the house, alone, surrounded
by the expansive Cookingham
farmland. (Figure 36).

Right:
Figure 36 - 1936 aerial map showing
farmland around property
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Figure 37 - 1940 U.S. Federal Census, Louis W, Lillian, and Louis G. Dillman

Louis William Dillman (1886-1961)
and Lillian (Vogel) Dillman (1891-1962)
Owners 1936-1959

Brooklyn firefighter Louis Dillman, age 26, married Lillian Vogel, age 21, in 1912 in Brooklyn. Leaving the New
York City Fire Department in 1932, he and Lillian moved to Red Hook, most likely at the urging of her step-broth-
er, Henry Vogel, who lived on Yantz Road. The 1940 Federal Census lists Louis, age 54, and his wife, age 49, living
with their son, Louis G., age 25 (Figure 37). Louis and Lillian died in 1961 and 1962, respectively (Figures 38 &
39).

Fondly to generations of Red Hookers, their son was “Dr. Dillman,” #he dentist in town. He exemplified the
“Greatest Generation,” to wit: a “Screaming Eagle” of the 101* Airborne Division who parachuted into Normandy
on D-day; director, First National Bank of Red Hook; president, Red Hook Central School Board of Education,
and with his, wife, Kay, life members of the Egbert Benson Historical Society of Red Hook, precursor to Historic
Red Hook. They had two sons, Barry and Randy.



Frank Anthony Mancari, Jr. (1916-2006)
and Alice (Murray) Mancari (1919-1987)
Owners 1959-1979

The senior Dillmans sold the house to Frank and Alice Mancari in 1959." Frank, of Cold Spring, had married
Alice in 1945 in Philipstown. He was Superintendent of Highways for Dutchess County and died in 2006 (Figure
40). Their daughter Alice was married to Dr. Dillman’s son, Randy, so again we see family connections in the house’s
provenance.
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Jane (Hough) Ferguson
Owner 1979-present

Dr. Jane Hough, a pediatrician, and husband John B. Ferguson, Bard College Professor of Biology, together
bought the property from the Mancaris in 1979."> When the Fergusons divorced in 1987, Jane became sole owner.
Thanks to more than forty years of her careful, discerning stewardship, the house continues to reflect the deep con-
nections of time, place, and family that make Red Hook, “our” town.

Endnotes
1 National Register of Historic Places documentation, 2007
2 1863 Deed 122:672
3 1871 Deed 161:539
4 James H. Smith, History of Duchess County, 1683-1882, p. 186, published 1882.
5 findagrave.com/memorial/ 119745494/ edgar-lewis-traver
6 1879 Deed 195:528
7 Edgar Traver’s oldest son, Seth Archur (1851-1925) married Martha H. Westfall (1865-1937) in 1882. findagrave.com/memorial /102950679/
martha-a-traver
8 1899 Deed 308:80
9 findagrave.com/memorial/95936246/lyman-westfall
10 findagrave.com/memorial /83953493 /william-kingman-niver
11 1902 Deed 320:378
12 1923 Deed 510:210
13 1936 Deed 553:322
14 1959 Deed 999:451
15 1979 Deed 1507:253
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