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James Outwater

Born 1846 Died 1924

Red Church Cemetery, Tivoli

Large granite marker in Section B, second row north of
the south entrance near the receiving vault, midway in the
row.

Carpenter, Farmer & Union Veteran

For someone who spent most of his life as a farmer,
carpenter, and family man, James Edmund Outwater’s
life may look like a simple one at first glance. Service in
the New York Volunteers 128th Co. C when he was 18

may have caused him to desire a less chaotic future if he

survived. When he mustered out, he moved back to the Tivoli area, married, and lived as a farmer in the
Tivoli area into his late seventies.

Outwater seemingly would have relished adventure, if we look to his father, James, (March 27, 1800
- August 8, 1862) who was an entrepreneur and ran a shad and herring business into a thriving liveli-
hood, with $20,000 in real estate and $20,000 in personal wealth in the 1860 Census.' James Outwater
had three sons named James: James (1835-1835), James Augustus Outwater (1836-1838), and our James
Edmund who survived into adulthood and his son with Maria C “Martha” Minkler.? When his father
passed away, neither James nor his mother Martha was named as administrator of his estate; apparently
James was not raised in his father’s household (not surprising given the elder James Outwater was listed
as living with his wife Eliza in the 1860 Census). Our James was living in his mother’s household with her
parents.?

Outwater enlisted in the NY 128th Company C on May 9, 1864, and mustered out on July 12, 1865, in
Savannah, GA.* He then rejoined his mother’s household in 1865, and then their roles switched.® By 1880,
James was the head of the household with his wife Emily, son Barton, daughters Ethel and Clara, along
with his mother and uncle.® Both his mother and his wife who predeceased him are buried in the Outwa-
ter plot. In 1908, he was described as a retired farmer who lived near the Red Church.”

By the time Outwater died in 1924, his estate was valued at more than $4,800, and he was survived by
his son Barton J. Outwater from his first marriage to Margaret Miller (b. 1848) and his two daughters Eth-
el Adelaide Outwater Lynch (1877-1927) and Clara Bell Outwater Unangst (1879-1951) with his second
wife Emily Sagendorf Outwater (1848-1918).% A son with Emily, James Watts “Wattsie” Outwater (1889-
1893), predeceased his parents.
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