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WANTED 

LOVE and ATTENTION 

-with-

CARING and SHARING 

 ‘0100001 

# 
After a two year struggle, the Friends of Elmendorph saved 
the Elmendorph Inn! 

Some of you may ask WHY?..,..(Love)........, • • • • O O O O O • • • • • • • • • • 

Just think! They once wanted to tear down Independence Hall. 
The Elmendorph was to be additional perking space. 
The Red Hook Rotel 4s now a gas station. 

We should begin to realize that we cannot build a future by destroying 
the pest which once destroyed....is gone forever. 
It is well accepted that preservation of our heritage is important and 
we have that chance right here in RED HOOK. 

WHAT did we do WHAT do we want to do?.,...(Attention).. ....... 

We acquired a building in sad appearance but one with much history. 
We acquired a building tilat needs restoration: tine, planning, 
money, materials, people. 
We acquired a project that could unify the community in a common effort. 
(Working side by side towards making the build_ing attractive 
to be used by the community and all its members.) 

Our GOAL!.... .(Caring)... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • ... 

To have the interest and support of each and everyone of you. 
That every individual, family, business and organization be 
represented in the Elmendorph Inn which will become the 
storer and preserver of our past (often lost or hidden in 
attics) and a place to meet your neighbor in the present. 



CONSIDER the words of Edward Everett Hale: 

1- am onty 010 
But sti,(11' I am'one 
cannot do everything 

But sti4l.I can dq something; -
And because I cannot do everything 
will not refuse to do something that I can do. 

DO that something. Become a FRIEND! 
Become a part of the Inn and a part of its histor — . 

HOW?. . . . .(Sharing). .............. • . . . . . . . • . . . • • . . . . . • 

As much or as little as you like in any way you like. 
No requirements to fulfill and you will not be called on unless 
you volunteer. 

If you have time, money, talent, skill, an interest, 
we will be grateful for any... or all. 

We need a list of people for committees: membership, research, etc. 
We need a list of people for special events: supply refreshments, 
give an hour or two on occasion, short term projects. 
We need people for special projects: tearing down, putting up, 
cleaning out. 

Our NEEDS!.....(You)......••••••••••.••••.•••••••.••••••.••••••• 

Support . ..:.money, materials, 
Confidence good wishes, presence, 
Time manual labor-from licking 
Talent-SkiI4, stamps to pounding a hammer. 
MEMBERSHIP 

TaUr 

Your 

1'eea6e &Let in and mait the MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION Wow. Lewin moite about 
the EtmendoAph by becoming a membet. Mem4eu teceiye quaAtetty. Nemtetteu 
that keep you iniotmed oi what 'LA going on. 

CM RM NM 

Name 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Phone # 

Address 

Date 

Individual... ..... $ 3 
Family . . .. 5 
Student (under 18) . ... 1' 
Business/Organizations... 10 

I would like to 
MY interest is: 

Fund Raising 
Restoration 

join a committee. -

Hospitality 
Other 

Membership 
Research 
Clean-up 

Membership 
-Donation 

Total Enciosed 

Ptia4e caii on me .to hap I have knowledge, back-
when I can - to: ground, experience in: 

bake cookie6 zew plumbing carpentry, 
taephone type 
ctean up gkve time 
Met 

masonry electrical 
painting 
Other 

Zip 

(tax deductible) 

FRIENDS OF ELMENDORPH, INC. P.O. Box 1776 Red .Hook, N.Y. 12571, 



THE STORY OF THE ELMENVORPH AND ITS FRIENDS 

Prior Owners of the Inn 

1760's 
1770's 

1750's 
& 1780's 
& 1790's 
1796 
1802 
1820 
1826 
1826 

Feroe 
Jacobs 
Sharp 
Elmendorph 
Loop 
Ring 
BonesteeZ 
DeReimer 

Eckert 
Wager 

Martin 
Pulver 
Miller 

Wood 
Grand Union 

Friends 

1827 
1835 
1854 
1933 
1966 
1974 
1974 
1977 

No more than five to sleep in one bed. No boots to be worn in bed. 
No gaming or playing with cards or dice. No billiard table,Shuffle board, 
etc. shall be allowed within this tavern. 

Such a tavern was the Elmendorph Inn, built ca. 1750 on the impor-
tant Albany Post Road. Travelers were met by Innkeepers with the names of 
Philip Jacobs, George Sharp, John Elmendorph and Josiah Loop, and fresh 
horses were supplied to the Stagecoach Lines. 

All meetings, not church-related, were held in these early inns. 
They were the community centers of their day. The Elmendorph is the oldest 
building in the Village of Red Hook and may have been its first building. 
Courts of law convened here and members of Horse Thieves Societies met 
within its walls. 

George Sharp was very much involved in supporting the colonists in 
their quest for independence, and history tells us that Sharp and others 
met secretly to advance the cause of the colonists. 

Cornelius C. Elmendorph, the first hotel keeper of the Stissing 
House in Pine Plains, moved to Red Hook, built the Red Hook Hotel in 1799 
and advertised the Elmendorph "for lett" at the same time. John Elmendorph 
was the Innkeeper, hence the name, "Elmendorph inn. ,, 

When the Town of Red Hook incorporated in 1812, most of the Annual 
Town Meetings were held in the Elmendorph Inn for the next thirty years. 

In 1845, David Wager gave the land on the east end of the property 
to the Methodist Episcopal Society for a cemetery. 

About 1890, Edward Martin, a philanthropist who owned the building, 
established a free kindergarten in the building for the community's chil-
dren, the first in Red Hook. He had inherited the property from his father 
Augustus Martin, State Assemblyman and Town Supervisor. 

The Pulver family owned the building from 1933 until 1966 and ran a 
small country store at the site. 

The only gambrel-roofed structure remaining in the Village with its 
enormous beams, wide floor boards and elaborately carved mantles, was 
threatened with demolition after 1966. 



, 

"Let us while waiting for new monuments preserve the 
ancient monuments." (Victor Hugo) 

Private effort by John Delafield delayed the demolition and "Hudson 
River Heritage" was organized to save the Elmendorph. 

By 1974 the Grand Union Company owned the property and it was put 
on the real estate market for sale. Commercial threats seemed imminent 
when the Red Hook/Tivoli Bicentennial Committee was organized early in 
1975. Cornell University had recently completed a survey, calling atten-
tion to the building as "the most architecturally distinguished early 
18th century building in the Village of Red Hook." 

A FRIENDS OF ELMENDORPH sub-committee was formed as a Bicentennial 
project and then incorporated as a not-for-profit organization. Area busi-
nesspeople, at a Chamber of Commerce dinner,donated $300 which was matched 
by an anonymous donor, and the project was underway. 

Cub Scouts offered help. Letters poured into the Grand Union Com-
pany from Public officials (local, county, state and federal). A snow-
mobile club, Elks Club, Rotary, Brownies, Jaycees, Jr. Womens Club, Lions 
Club and many other groups, as well as individuals, poured out their hopes 
for salvage of this building to the company that owned it. 

A public meeting was held late in 1975 to a standing room crowd for 
the purpose of learning more about this important building. Artifacts 
from the building were given to the group. Fourth and sixth grade students 
wrote pleading letters. Things looked hopeful as 1976 beganrand then-slid-
denly negotiations became difficult. Much credit should be given to those 
faithful friends who were not discouraged by all of the circumstances that 
went against their goal -- to purchase and restore the Inn for future 
generations. By November, 1976, the building was taken off the real estate 
market and everyone held their breath, wondering what horrible thing would 
happen next. Community Development Funds were sought, but this, too, was 
unsuccessful. 

In the midst of much gloom, the Rev. James Elliot Lindsley met with 
the President of the Grand Union Company (James Wood) and came to terms 
for the Friends. After years of ups and downs, the building was purchased 
in June, 1977 with a 30-year low interest mortgage from the Grand Union. 

"It is chiefly through private effort, not by public effort 
that your city must be adorned." (John Ruskin) 

The Friends received their Federal Income Tax Exemption status and 

the windows were unboarded for the first time in many years. Robert T. 

McCarthy volunteered his electrical know-how and lights were turned on in 

the building once again. Volunteers dismantled a dilapidated shed, 
cleaned the building out of about fourteen truckloads of materials, re-

moved partitions and assisted at fund raising events. BOCES students put 

a new roof on the garage with the help of Mayor Harold Fell, and termite 

treatment of the soil was completed. Stabilization and restoration have 

begun. 

We have saved a part of America. Now join with us, so that your 

name will be included in this history for future generations to see. 
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