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William Nott Otis
1838–1912
Sarah Louise Sweet
1841–1928
Old Red Church Cemetery, Tivoli
Large dark grey granite square column with “O” capitals and urn 
atop it on the south side of the only Y-intersection of the access road.

Brothers William and Charles Otis are both buried in this 
cemetery and have impressive granite monuments. See the sepa-
rate entry for more information about Charles. William Nott Otis 
was born in Chester, Massachusetts, the son of Quartus Otis and 
Eunice Palmer. 

William married Sarah Louise Sweet, sister of his brother 
Charles’ wife, Linnie. They had three children, two of which lived 
to adulthood, Willis E. Otis who married Grace Feroe and Marga-
ret “Maggie” Otis who married Amasa Rockefeller. Their younger 
brother Watson D. Otis, named for his uncle, died in infancy.

William served in the Civil War in Company B of the 34th Massachusetts Infantry from 1862 to 1865 
before removing to Dutchess County some time before 1875. 

Like his uncle Watson, William worked in construction for the New York Central Railroad in Tivoli. 
Watson D. Otis, son of Quartus’ brother Holmes Otis, was probably the reason that his nephews William 
and Charles came from Massachusetts to live in Tivoli. He was president of the Village of Tivoli for many 
years and held a high position with the NYCRR. His specialty was construction and wrecking. If a train 
wrecked he was responsible for clearing the tracks. He had a Victorian home on Montgomery Street in 
Tivoli that he called “The Maples”.  Watson died in 1932 after having a stroke and his second wife Maud 
died six years later. His only child with his first wife, Margaret, Caroline “Carrie” Otis married Frederick 
Ellsworth, who was also a president of Tivoli.

William Otis’ nephew Charles Jr. met with a terrible accident while working on the rails at 18 years of 
age that turned him into a one-legged druggist, but repeated accidents would not cause his uncle to stray 
as far. In 1883 William, aboard a “wrecking train”, had his arm broken when it “smashed into the rear of 
a freight train near Staatsburg”.  In 1888 William’s foot was crushed while at work when a “derrick gave 
way while hoisting a large stone”. This seems to have put him a bit off the rails, as he was reported to own 
a pineapple plantation in Florida where he and Sarah spent the winters around the turn of the century.  
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After the couple moved to Rye with their daughter Margaret’s family, William appeared to not be able to 
leave trains fully alone as he was recorded in the 1910 census at 70 years of age in the occupation of night 
watchman for railroad construction.

William passed in 1912 and Sarah followed 16 years later. They share their plot with their son Willis, 
his wife Grace, their daughter Mildred Otis Martin, Grace’s sister Maud Feroe, her father William E. Feroe.

Research and Writing by Sarah K. Hermans, 2025
Sources (for William and his brother Charles):
1870 Federal Census, Huntington, Hampshire Co, MA - Charles M Otis.
1875 New York State Census, Red Hook - Watson D Otis.
1875 New York State Census, Red Hook - William Otis.
1880 Federal Census, Tivoli, Red Hook, Dutchess Co, NY - George [Charles] Otis.
1880 Federal Census, Tivoli - Watson D Otis.
1880 Federal Census, Tivoli - William N Otis.
1892 New York State Census, Red Hook, Dutchess Co, NY - Charles Otis.
1900 Federal Census, Red Hook Tivoli - Watson Otis.
1900 Federal Census, Tivoli, Red Hook, Dutchess Co, NY - Charles M Otis.
1910 Federal Census, Rye, Westchester - Amasa Rockefeller.
1910 Red Hook - Watson D Otis.
Arizona, U.S., Death Records, 1887-1968.
Columbia Republican, 15 Aug 1895.
Columbia Republican, 15 Oct 1896.
Columbia Republican, 1 Jul 1897.
Columbia Republican, 31 Dec 1896.
Corona Courier, California “Wedding Bells” Thu, 4 Sep 1913.
findagrave.com/memorial/106316822/charles-monroe-otis.
findagrave.com/memorial/106316888/lorinda_m-otis.
findagrave.com/memorial/181240307/margaret-rockefeller.
findagrave.com/memorial/88943184/caroline-ellsworth. 
findagrave.com/memorial/96858605/willis_e-otis.
findagrave.com/memorial/96858636/william_nott-otis.
findagrave.com/memorial/96858705/sarah_loisa-otis.
Hudson Evening Register, [25 years ago 29 Sep 1888] 29 Sep 1913.
Hudson Republican, 22 Sep 1898.
Hudson Republican, 9 Aug 1900.
Massachusetts, Compiled Birth, Marriage, and Death Records, 1700-1850, Chester.
Massachusetts, U.S., Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988.
Massachusetts, U.S., Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 Huntington Births, Marriages and Death.
Navins, Barbara village historian “A History of Tivoli from Incorporation in 1872 to its centennial June 18 1972” Page 67 Dutchess County 
Historical Society Yearbook vol. 57, 1972.
New York Death Index, Cert 33271 Watson D Otis.
New York State, Marriage Index, 1881-1967 Carrie Otis - Cert #352.
North America, Family Histories, 1500-2000 Daughters of the American Revolution Lineage Book : NSDAR : Volume 161 : 1920.



3www.historicredhook.org/cemeterycrawl

Poughkeepsie Daily Eagle, 2 Jul 1901.
Poughkeepsie Eagle News, 23 Dec 1938.
Poughkeepsie Eagle News, 24 Jun 1914.
Poughkeepsie Evening Enterprise, 21 Oct 1904.
Poughkeepsie Journal, 4 Oct 1896.
Red Hook Advertiser, 5 Sep 1946.
Red Hook Journal, 16 Oct 1891.
Red Hook Journal, 2 Oct 1896.
Red Hook Journal, 9 Nov 1883.
Rhinebeck Gazette, 5 Aug 1943.
Smith, James H. History of Duchess County New York… 1882.
U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934.
U.S., Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, 1861-1865.
Wiles, Richard C. “The Impact of the Hudson River Railroad on Tivoli and Germantown” from Transformations of an American County, 
Dutchess County, New York 1683-1983. Dutchess County Historical Society/Tercentenary Advisory Committee, Pok NY 1986.


