ELMENDORPH INN

Architects have placed the construction of this building between 1730 to
1780. Inasmuch as the property was leased for about a century, it is
difficult to pinpoint a date of construction, as leases were not recorded.
One portion of the building is certainly older than the rest of the building.
The basement has a large coocking fireplace typical of early 18th century
homes. On maps which are dated during the 17708 Philip Jacobs is shown

as occupying the dwelling. It must have been an important building at

that time to be so noted on these maps, as they showed only churches and
Inns of note. We find legal papers relating to Philip Jacobs dating back

to 1762. On a 1795 map, George Sharp is shown at the location, and in papers
relating to his death, he is listed as Innkeeper. On a map dated 1797-1798,

the building appears clearly as Elmendorph's Inn, and in 1815 as Loop's Inn.

George Sharp was very much involved in supporting the colonists in their
quest for independence, and it is felt that this building was used by Sharp
and others to meet secretly to advance the cause of the colonists. Papers
have been found showing how George Sharp puchased many items redating to an
Inn, which appears to indicate that he was furnishing the Inn with pewter

plates, straw mattresses, looking glasses, etc.

When the Town incorporated in 1812, most of the annual Town meetings were
beld at the Inn for the next 15 years. In Stagecoach days, it was certainly
an active place, as it was a regular stop to change horses. There is no
doubt that the Elmendorph Inn plaved a most important role in the development

of the Village of Red Hook, as well as being a focal point for Town government.




