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Sometime prior %o 1688, an Albany merchant named Cal. Betar
Schuyler, whose sister Alida had first married Nicholas Van
Qensselaar and then Robert Livingston (First Lord of the Manor),
acquired from the Indians a sizsable narcel of land on the east
bank of %the Hudson 3iver camprising most of what is today the
Towun of Red Hook. In 1588 Gavernor Thomas Dongan, acting aon
behalf of the Z2ritish Crown, ccnfirmed Schuyler's title to this
land (on which, of course, he did not reside), In 1713 "Schuyler's
Patent" was sold ta three enterprising investors, one of whaom was
Judge Henry Beekman, the founder of Qhineback; subsequently the
land was psartitioned, and Beekman's son, Col, Henry Beekman, bouaght
gut most of the intarests of his partners, Uhen, in 1775, Cal.
Beskman begueathed all of his extansive holdings ta his only child,
Margaret, the lattar won the reputation of being one of the richest
women in the American Colonies (she was by then a widow). Margarst
Seekman's marriage tc Judge Robert Livingston of Clermont had
connected the Beekman propsrties in Dutchess County with the "Lowuer
Manor! of the Livinagstons in Columbia County, Ultimately, this
Seekman land was sutdivided and parcsllad out to her ten children,
most of whom chose to settle therson. UWhere thaese nctesworthy
of fspring established themsslves is shown in this roster:

Chancellor Robert R. Livingston, of clermont and Idele

Mrs., General Richard Montgomery, of Grasmeres and Montgomery
Place (successively) '

Secretary of State Edward Livingstan, of Maontgomery Placs
(by inheritance)

Major John Re. Livingston (the last surviving veteran of .
the Revolution), of Massena ° '

Mrs. General John Armstrong, of The Meadows, fMill Hill, and
La Bergerie (alius Raoksby) (successivelys Neither The
Meadows nmor Mill Hill are now extant.

Colonel Henry BSeekman Livingston, of the "Kip-8eekman” House

Mrs. Peter R. Livingston, of Grasmere

fMrs. Reverand Freeborn Garrstson, of Wildercliff

Mrs. Doctar Thomas Tilletson, of Linuwood

Mrs. Ganeral (& Governor) <Morgan Lewis, of Staatsburgh

This paper concerns the property of approximately 7S50 acres
fronting on the Hudson River south aof what today is called
Barrytoun (then Louer Red Hook Landing), and on which John and
Alida Livingston Armstrong eventually settled.




Jonn Armstrong was barn in 1758 in Carlisle, Pa.,, the gson
of Major-Seneral Jonhn Armstrong, a Scots=Irish emigrant who won
a land grant frcm the Panns arter achieving fame as the "Hero aof
Kittanning® during the French & Indian WUars.. The son attendasd
Princeton Collegs briefly until he left to join the Cantinsntal
Army; he served as a Captain and latar as a Major on the staffs
of Generals Mercer and Gates, and was present at numerous batilss.
In 1783 he authored the so-called "Newburgh Addressas,! which
attemptad to stir resentment among Army officers over their lack
af pay. Aftar the YJar he served briefly as Adjutant General of
the Pennsylvania Militia, Secrestary of Statas of that Commonuealth,
and as a Membsr of the last Continental Congress. In 1789 he
married Alida Livingston of Clermont, and busisd himsslf in the
management of the 27,000 acres which she brought to the marriage
as a doury. In 1790 he built a wery grand house on 400 acres:
north of what is today Annandals-an-dudson, and he named the place
The Meadous. He shortly disposed of it and in 1796 eractad
another fine mansion one mile to the south which overlookasd his
mills on the Sawkill and which he named Mill Hill., This placs,
too, he sold, and from about 1801 until 1804 he rented what is
now Xnoun as the 0ld Senate House in Kingston as a residence for
his family, while he served two terms as U.S. Senator betusen
1800 and 1804, having been appointad by Gavsrnor Clinton throuagh
the potant influence of Armstrong's brother-in-lau, Chancsllor
Livingston. In 1804 Armstrong was appointsd by President
Jeffarson to succesd Livingston as U.S. Ministar to the Court of
Napolecon, in which post he remained until 1810, Armstrong then
returned homs with his wife and six children (among them Horatig
Gates Armstrong and Kosciuszko Armstrong, named after his old
friends of Revolutionary War days). The returning family brought
with them magnificent furnishings for the new house that Armstrong
envisioned building on his wife's property at the south=-western
corner of Schuyler's Patent ovsrlaooking ths Hudson. The placs
was first named La Bsrgerie in hanor of a parting gesture by the
Emperior MNapoleon, ths gift of a herd of Merino sheep. As soon
as the Armstrongs arrived home, barns were constructed (they are
still standing) and work was begun on a massive 24=story stuccoed
fieldstone housse of a symmetrical french design, boasting exterior
walls nearly three feet thick. Warner Richards was the Scots
mastar builder who supsrvissd construction and who, as a fine
artisan himself, crsated the superior moulding and wainscoting
throughout; however, the identity of the architect, if any, is
unknown, but possibly the Frenchman J.J. Raméa. Construction
was interruptad by the War of 1812, during which Armstrong uas
first commissiaoned a Brigadier General and was placed in charge
of the defenses of Naw York City, and then was appointed by
President Madison as Secrstary of War. He gave important field
commands to obscurs officers named Winfield Scott and Andrsu
Jackson, and acccerding to Henry Adams, Armstrong doaes naot desarve
the blame that has been accorded him for the burning of Washington,
0. C.,by the British. After his resignation in 1814 he returned
to DOuvcness County, and abandoned hope that he would sver rsalizs
his ambition of attaining the Presidency (for which he was con-
sidered a strong contendsr) by uniting the North against his
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bitter rivals, Monroe and the Virginia Ovnasty. Whan in 1815 the
Palatine cttagse in which the family was tamporarily living
burned to the ground, destroying Armstrong-MNaoclsonic corras-
pondenca2, cthe family maved into the still-unfinished main house

"to the music of hammers and saws". The house was soon finished
and the family cculd enjoy their commanding prospect of the

Hudson and the Catskills. Armstrong toock a lively interast in the
agricultural development of the property, and publishsd saveral
treatises on agricultural taopics. For the rest of his long life

he busied himself with a voluminous correspondence (especially with
his good friend Ambrose Spencer, Mayor of Albany and Chief Justice
af N. Y. State). He alsoc carried an valatils pamphletsering on
political subjects, wrota a twg=volume history of the War of 1812,
wrote biographies of Generals Wayne and Montgomery for Jarsed
Sparks, and continued to build up his library and ta read widsely.
Thers are in existence portraits of Armstrong done from life by

the following artists: Rembrandt Peale, J.J. David, John Trumbull,
J.W. Jarvis, and two by John Vanderlyn.

In 1818, Gensral Armstrong's only daughter, Margaret, marrcisd
William B. Astor of New York City; he was the son and principal
heir of "the f2riginal®™ John Jacob Astor. Aftar Alida Armstrong's
death in 1822, Armstrong relied increasingly on his daughter; the
Astors thus became more and mores accustomed to managing the placse
and spending their summers with the old General. 0On her honeymoon
Margaret had read Sir Walter Scott's epic poem "Rokeby", and
because the scesnery described thersin reminded her of the deep,
wcoded gorge at La Bergerie through which the Mudderkill flous an
its way to the Hudson, she prevailed upan her father ta rename
the placs after Scott's poem. In 1836, William B. Astor persuaded
his aging father-in-law to sell him the property for $50,000.
Astor was by then a millicnairs in his own right, sven though his
father was not to die until 1848; navertheless, it has long been
balisved by the family that the purchase prics had bassn given tao
We Bo Astor by his father in 1818 faor this spscific purposas, as a
wedding present. Until General Armstrong's death in 1843 at the
age of 85, he continued to be welcomed as an annual summer guest
at Rokaby; during the wintsrs, when the Astors resided in New York
City, he lived with a younger son in nearby Red Hook. frmstrong's
great library and his archives are prasserved in the houss to this
day; howaver, aside from a very few piscss of furniturs, portraits
of General and Mrs. Armstrong, and the unique French wallpapsr
that is well preserved in one room, the original Empire furnishings
brought from Paris in 1810 uere all removed by Armstrong's aldest
san at the time of the sale in 1836. The Astors refurnishsd Roksby
in a Rhenish Victorian style, and continued accumulating books
(there ars today more than 10,000 volumes in the house). In ths
1840s the Astors had the Danish landscape architect Ludwig Ehlers
lay out a formal entrance and a mile-ong driveway, and make
changes to the grounds near ths houss--aspscially flowergardens
with specimen tress, masanry bridges with iron railings, a farmal
carriage drive-—and a gatshouse was built; and the old track from
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the River up which the materials ta build the house had been
haulad, was rerinaed into a carsfully graded sylvan path knoun

as the "Fgets! Walk® in honor of ths Astors' friends Washingtaon
Irving and Fitz=-5reene Hallsck, who ars said to havae strolled
there. In the 1850s a greenhouse was built, and stables (sincs
destreyed by firz). The house itsslf was greatly snlarged about
1858 (exact data and architsct's identity unknown): a mors

arnate Corinthian piazza to the south; a polyganal tcower aof five
storys to the west (the bottom three floors contain librariss,

and the ground flocor octagonal library is thought to be ane aof

thes finest Gothic=-Revival roaoms in existencs—=-garhaps the work of
Alexandsr Jackson Davis); to thes north, a kitchen/laundry wing,
with servants! rooms abave; and finally a full third story
superimposed beneath a Mansard roof and massive cornice guttar.

In all the house was enlarged from one of 20 rooms to ons of 48,
making it the largest house in the region at that time. Hers

Mr. and Mrs. Astor passed their placid summers and raised their
six children. Their sldest child, Emily, married Samuel 4ard
(latar famous as the first great lobbyist in Washington and the
brother of Julia Ward Howe) and died shortly after producing a
daughter named Margaret, The Astors adopted this favorits little
granddaughter, and ultimately bequsathed Rokeby to her. However,
Rokeby's acreage had by then been diminished to approximately

450 because of Astor's gift of the socuthern portion to his
voungest daughter, Laura, upon hsr marriage to Franklin H, Delano;
on this propsrty the Delanos built a large Tuscan-style mansion,
"Steen Valetje”, which still stands. The Astors' third daughter
and three sons were otherwise provided for; one son, John Jacab
Astor, had only one child=-'Jilliam Waldorf Astor, later the First
Viscount Astor; another son, William 8. Astor, Jr., was the
husband of the Mrs. Astor, the leader of New York's "40Q0, and he
established "Ferncliff", the vast estate north of Rhinecliff which
was last owuned by his grandson, Vincent Astor. Mrs. William B.
Astor of Rokeby died in 1872, and her husband in 1875. Ouring the
years following the death of his father in 1848, William B. Astar
was commonly identified as "the Landlord of New York" and was
reputad to be the richest man in America, having increased the
value of his father's %20 million estats to more than 3100 millian,

Margaret Astor Ward married John Winthrop Chanlsr in 1862;
ha was a Tammany Sachem of ‘Scuth Carclina and New England parsntage
who went on to ssrve as a New York City Congressman during ths
Reconstruction periocod. Within two ysars of William B, Astor's
death, howevsr, both the Chanlers had died and Rokasby dasscended
to their tsn surviving childrsn, These rambunctious orphans lived
at Rokasby (uwhich they ownsd in common) during: their minority. B8y
1899 ons of them, Margaret Livingston Chanler, had bought out the
intarests of her brothers and sistars and had sstablished a
prafaessional dairy farm on the propsrty. Margarst Chanler served
as a valuntaer nurse and organizsr of fisld haospitals during ths
Spanish—=American War, and was latar instrumental in the creatian
of the Waomen's Nursing Corps of the U,S. Army; this work took her
to Puerta Rico during the War with Spain, to the Philippines
during the Insurrsction, to Japan and to Peking in th® waka of the
Boxer Rebellion. The Press stylsd har "ths Angel of Puerta Rica",
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and in telatad rzczconition of her war work she recsivad in 1838
a spacizl Congressional gold medal, presentad persconally by
Srzsident Roosevelt:, Influencad by her great-aunt, Julia Ward
Houe, 382 was a founder and Pirst pregsident af the WUgmaen's

Municiml Lsagus, a predscessor aof the Lzague af Wemen Vatars.

In 1S08 che marrcisd Richard Aldrich, who was music c-itic aon the
New York Times until his desath in 1937, They had two children,
one af whom==Richard Chanler Aldrich--=-diad in 1961. Throughout
her lcong lifs Rokeby was frse. Aldrich's country place and legal
residenczs. Amaong the so=called "Amazing Chanlersi'=-=the brothers
and sisters whc grew up with Margaret at Roksby=--uerz the
following: Rabert Winthrop Chanler ("Sheriff Bob"), who uas
calabrated as a muralist, bohemian, and as Sheriff of Dutchess
County in 1906, and whose haouss, designed in the French provincial
style by Whitnev Warrsn, still stands in Red Hook; Elizabeth
Yinthrcop Chanler, who marrisd the political reformer and literary
essayist John Jay Chapman (their estats, Sylvania, adjoins Rokeby
ta the north, and the house, which still stands, was designed by
Charles Plati); YWilliam Astor Chanler, Congresssman, soldier of
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fecrtuna, and lesader of the first big expedition inte unchartad
North Kenya; and Lewis Stuyvesant Chanler, criminal lawyer,
rarormer and politician, Lowis campaigned for Home Rule in
Irzland; became one of the first "people’s attaorneys™ who
successfully represanted indigent defandants in murder cases
without fee; started Franklin D, Roosevelt on his political
career; and, using Rokeby as his political base, made a successful
bid for Lisutanant Governor of New York in 1906, and campaigned
for Governer on the Democratic ticket in 1208, in which contast

Re was narrowly deresated by Charles Evans Hughes,

There have been numercus changes at Rokeby since the Astar
periode. Cne of ths estate'’s most naotable ornaments is ths mile-
long dressed stone dry wall which marks Rokeby's boundary along
the public road. It was esrsctad as a labor of gratitude by a
family retainer, a retired master stone mason named Josiah House,
who worked aon it for eight years with only the help of a farm bov.
House was born in 18003 he finished the wall in 18887, It stands
as an unsurpassed monument to native Outchess County craftimanship
in the 19th Century. In 189S5 Margaret Chanler asked her friend
Stanford White to prescribe certain structural and decorative
alterations inside the main house; these changes involved princi-
pally an enlarged drawingroom and an altered front staircase. In
1911 she commissioned Olmstad Brothers to improve the landscaping
of the lawns and gardens west of the housa. She also had
additional farm buildings (to include a McKim, Mead & White
stable) and a privata riverside dock built., At aboyf that time
Chester H. Aldrich, who was her brather-in-law and a partnsr in
the firm gf Delanoc & Aldrich, Architects, persuaded her to havs
the stucco exterior of the house resurfaced with pure uhite beach
sand or marble dust, and tso have the shutters paintad a very dark
green, thne wood trim bslouw the lavel of the cornics guttar paintad
whita, and the trim above it light gray. This exterior color
schema is unchanged to this day. (In the late 19th cantury the
stuccs had bsen paintad an off-whits and scorsd; ths trim was
paintad tan.) In 1913 a new grsenhause uas arected, designsd by
Delano & Aldrich, and the Astor greenhcuse was convertad to a
garage and chauffeur's apartment, Raokaby presently contains
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numerous examples ar Raober: Chanler's works, most notably the
wall murals on the piazza and in the "Crou Raam", and the panel
"the Dance aof Death." Amang other furnishings which ars of
general interest are several which have baen recantly loaned tao
the Metropolitan Musaum at the request ar the Curator of the
American Wing: an 18th Century Chippendale chair bearing the
"Livingstan cypher” which camse ariginally from Clermant; an
important American painting aof the 19th Cantury, VYovagsurs, by
Charlss Deas; and several Pieces of documentad American 10th
Century furnitures by Alexander Roux. (ﬁbba-444cﬁgw%})

The presant four Partners in Rokeby Praserve, a family=-ouned
partnership created in 1977 to manage and hold the property, are
the three grandchildren and the daughtar-in~-lau of ths lats
Margaret Chanler Aldrich, who died in 1963 at the age of 92, Thus
the house pas descanded within one family in direct line since its
construction in 1811-15, and likewise the land since its purchase
by the elder Beskman in 1715. Morsgver, Colonel Schuyler, the B
original patsntze (1688), was a collatarai”ancastnr‘oF‘the*Family.
The Roksby Dairy Farm has given way to non-specializad craop
farming., One claosing notz of a sporting character: for many
ysars the proprietors of Rokeby have been ths last remaining
Family along the River whao still sail their oun fleet aof 19th
Cantury iceboats on the Hudscn's frozsn surfacs each winter, con-
ditions permitting. The property is fortunate to include 25 acres
beyond the railroad right-of-way, consisting in part of a scanic
headland called Astor 20int and a river pier, and vehicular access
to these rssources by means of an overhead bridge, In 1978 The
Nature Conservancy published documentation of - the ecological
significance of Rokeby's Mudderkill Tideswamp, which provides
habitat for rare and threatesned spsciss.

Pressnt acreage approximatsly 450

Principal past owners, showing their years of birth and death:
Ganeral John Armstrong, 1758-1843
William Backhouse Astar, 1793-187S
Margaret Livingston Chanler Aldrich, 1870-1963

Present owning partners:
Richard Aldrich
John Winthrap Aldrich
Rosalind Fish Aldrich Michahelles (Mrs. Michele Michahelles)
Susan Kean Cutler Aldrich (frs. Richard Chanler Aldrich)

&
Addenda: In 1972 *he mansion at fckebty was fully documented by the Zistoric
American Buildings Survey (U.S. Department of the Intericr)
In 1975 the entire preperty was placed on the National Ragister of
Historic Flaces, ard in 1979 it became part of the
National Register "Sixteen-mile” District
In 1977 a State Agricultural District came into existence which ineluded
this property
In 1580 the Mid-Fudson H%storic Shorelands Scenic Area (which included
this property) was designatasd the State
The Ccastal Management g;ne, as presentlypg;oposed pursuant to Federal
law, irciudes this property within its boundaries




