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PASTORAL LIST

According to his Memoir, published in the Minutes of the New
York Conference for 1848, J. B. Matthias was serving “Red Hook
Mission” during the period 1827-28. No mention of this however ap-
pears in the local archives which begin with the service of Samuel
Cochran in 1840 as indicated.

Before 1840 Samuel Cochran — Firse Methodist itinerant preacher of
local record. Erected first church.

1840 Albert Nash — First regularly appointed minister in
charge.

1841 Bartholomew Creagh — Conference preacher and Gen'l
Conference Delegate.

1843 Charles B. Sing
1845 Oliver V. Ammerman
1847 William C. Hoyt

1848 James N. Shaffer — Erected second church and firse
parsonage.

1850 E. O. Haven — Became famous Methodist Bishop.
1852 Salmon C. Perry

1853 J. A. Edmonds

1855 Oliver V. Ammerman — Second pastorate.

1857 Wailliam Bloomer

1858 Charles B. Sing

1860 Thomas W. Chadwicke — Did extensive repairs on

buildings.
1862 Q. I. Collins — Brilliant orator and preacher.
1864 Valentine Buck
SalSCAERERes 1865 John W. Selleck — Compiled first church history.

1868 John W. Ackerly

1870 J. Chester Hoyt

1871 William Stevens — Remembered as orator and preacher.
1874 Oscar Haviland

1875 George W. Knapp — Purchase of pipe organ.

1878 William H. Evans

1880 W. F. Brush — Successful pastor — Built first chapel.
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1884
1886
1888
1892

1893
1898
1901
1904

1906

1909
1911

1913
1916
1918
1919
1923
1925
1932
1935
1936
1941
1942
1943
1944
1947

1958
1961
1961

PASTORAL LIST

J. P. Hermance

J. K. Wardle
Van Ness Traver — Remodeled parsonage.
Robert S. Crawford — Organization and planning for

new church begun.
David Phillips — Present church building erected.

Platt N. Chase — Cemetery fence erected.

Jesse Ackerman — Gas lighting installed in church.
Benjamin H. Burch — Reserve delegate to General
Conference.

J. W. Ackerly — Retired after 49 years service -—
Union Lutheran and Episcopal.

W. F. Brush — Conference Secretary for six years.

T. Basil Young — Later Education Supt. New York
Council of Churches and Religious Education.

Isaac M. Foster — Died in pastorate.
Raymond Coutant

Roscoe Tarbox

J. E. Spenser

J. A. Hurn

Conrad E. Metzger

William R. Blackie

S. S. Robbins

Donald S. Stacey

William R. Phinney — Chaplain, World War II
William A. Tieck

Newton Sundstrom

Ottis Linger

M. Charles Adam, D.D. — Hammond Organ and Chimes
installed.

Donald Charles — Church basement fixed for S.S.
Dixon McGrath — Supply, Local Preacher.

Russel E. Sargent — Red Hook Church becomes a
station, plans for new Educational Center.
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PREFACE

On this great day of the 125th Anniversary of the Red Hook
Methodist Church we are aware of the immense labors, sacrifices, and
generosities of those who love the Lord through the years. It is a
privilege for me to be the pastor of this church at this epoch in the
church’s life. God has seen fit to bring us together that we might
work for His kingdom. With prayer and supplication we ask God
for His continued guidance, inspiration and direction of His Holy
Spirit for the future as He has in the past.

Let us ask the question, what is the purpose of the church. Cer-
tainly we must lay a broad base thar the church might be relevane in
the day and world we live. Let us mention only a few and add more
as we are led. As in the primitive fellowship of the Disciples with
their Lord; we are called to the leading of children, youth and adults
to the saving love of Jesus Christ; it is providing a spirit of love where
growth, understanding, and where disagreements may come about with-
out its members and others being scandalized; it is providing educa-
tional facilities sufficient for our youth and a sanctuary conducive to
the spirit of God; it is a family fellowship where joys, sorrows, fears
and mistakes can be shared withour its members shunnng one another
or using this confidence for news; it is the challenging of all youth to
fe_el the call to a vocation that they can serve their Lord; it is to pro-
vide service for all its members in which they can put their faith into

works; f"md it is to provide the oneness of all faiths in the total worship
and doing of God’s will.

We express our gratitude to Mr. Walter Miller, Columbia County
historian, who has served as historian with the permission of the
Dutchess County historian. We want to thank those who have con-
tributed to the cost of the publishing of this booklet. We wish to
thank the History and Records Committee, Fred Briggs, Harris Cook-
ingham, Anna Mae Smith, Elroy Hand, and Mrs. Ernest Feller and ail
others who have assisted in any way to this celebration.

The sources of this booklet are the following: (1) the journals,
records, and Quarterly Conference reports of this church, (2) the 100th
Anniversary Blue Booklet of this church, (3) the New York Annual
Conference journals, (4) and the histories of the Methodist Church
and civil history of the county. The Conference records list this church
as, “The Red Hook Mission” in the years 1927-1928. You will note
that the word “Episcopal” has been deleted from the official church

name by the request of the Annual Conference to the New York State
Legislature in 1965.

Rev. Russell E. Sargent, Pastor
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HISTORY

BISHOP FRANCIS ASBURY

This year of 1965 marks the 125th anniversary of the founding
of organized Methodist in the Red Hook area. Although the earliest
known record in connection with the establishment of Red Hook
Mission on a regular basis dates back from about 1840, the story of
Methodism in this locality really extends back into the closing decades
of the 18th century, to the time of the historic Conference held at
New York City in the Old John Street Church in 1788. It was at this
conference that Bishop Francis Asbury, the “Father of Methodism in
America”, asked Freeborn Garretson to take charge of a group of nine
young men and “extend the march of the Church up the Hudson”.
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Garretson was a native of Maryland and had been ordained a
minister in 1775 at the age of 23 years. This man was regarded by
Asbury as one of his most trusted helpers. How well he fulfilled that
trust here in the Hudson Valley is a matter of history.

‘The history of the conference has it that, after organizing his men,
Garretson and one of his helpers came upriver and stopped ar Pough-
keepsie. Earlier there they met Dr. Thomas Tillotson, also a Marylander,
who invited them to visit him at his home in Rhinebeck. While at
the Tillotson home, Garretson preached a number of times in a barn
on the Tillotson estate, and when he and his helper left the area,
“Rhinebeck had been added to the Circuir then forming”. This was
Dutchess Circuir dating from 1788, with Cornelius Cook and Andrew
Harpending the first men in charge. Tillotson had married Margaret
B. Livingston, sister of the Chancellor and member of one of the
oldest and most prominent families in the Valley. It was while ar the
Tillotson home that Garretson met Catherine Livingston, sister of his
hostess and, according to one account, already interested in Methodism.

Garretson’s next stop on his way northward was at Clermont, home
of the Chancellor and his mother, Margaret B. Livingston the elder.
The family at Clermont was deeply moved and impressed by their
visitor's manner, devout conversation, and earnest prayers, but when
they learned of his deep interest in, and attachment to, Catherine Liv-
ingston, opposition developed which, for a time, threatened the growing
relationship between the two. This situation became acute in 1793, but
all obstacles were later withdrawn and the parental blessing given.
Frecborn Garretson and Catherine Livingston were united in marriage

in the Methodist Church in Rhinebeck, June 30, 1793. Rev. Peter
Moriarty, close friend of Garretson, performed the ceremony.

For some time after his marriage Garretson was active in the
Philadelphia District. The following year, however, he returned to
Dutchess as Presiding Elder of the District, and located at Rhinebeck,
which became his headquarters for the remainder of his life. The
District of which he had charge at one time extended from New
Roctl}e_lle to Lake Champlain, and from along the New England Border
to Utica.

During the early years of their residence in Dutchess County, the
Garretsons lived in a small house not far from the old Methodist Church
which was Jocated on the Milan Road, some distance out of the Village.
In 1799 however they occupied Wildercliffe, the lovely home located
overlooking the Hudson some little distance below Rhinecliff. This
was the place called “Traveler's Rest” by Bishop Asbury who often
visited there.
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The exact exten: of the labors of these early-day stalwarts is un-
known, but one can be reasonably certain that they were active in
every place in the area where there was possibility of establishing
Society, this section as elsewhere. Garretson was active in many places
up and down the Hudson, and Billy Hibbard, ordained at Rhinebeck
by Bishop Asbury in 1813, covered a dozen miles and more each way
from his base. One tale has it that the hamler of “Hardscrabble” had
already become the forerunner of the present Village of Red Hook by
the time of Hibbard's ordination. In 1806 Rhinebeck was named =2
District with Dutchess, Lebanon, South Britan and Pittsfield Circuirs,
and, in 1829, Dutchess and Milan Circuit with A. M. Osborn and
Andrew Harpending as Riders, is listed as reaching well up into Co-
lumbia County.
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According to Rev. J. W. Selleck’s history of Methodism in this
area, Red Hook was originally an appointment on the Milan Circuit
and supplied with only occasional preaching, this sometime prior to
1840. Another researcher, also a Methodist Clergyman, has it that
Rev. J. B. Matthias was serving "Red Hook Mission” in 1827-28. This
is substantiated by Conference records, and would indicate at least an
attempt to establish Methodism here somewhat earlier than commonly
supposed.

From all accounts these early itinerants preached and held services
wherever they could find place, and Mrs. Christina Moul who came to
this village from Milan sometime abour 1840, was in the habit of
offering them use of her home. This house was located just souch
of the present Lutheran cemetery, and known in later years as the
Peter Dodd place. Rev. Samuel Cochran, another worker of the carly
days, held services in the old schoolhouse, located on, or necar, the site
of the school destroyed by fire in 1936.

In 1840 the Red Hook appointment was made a station and
called Red Hook Mission, with Rev. Albert Nash in charge, this again
according to Rev. Selleck. Services were held in what was then called
Fancher's Hall, located in the rear of the Elseffer, later Anderson,
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FANCHER'S HALL
house. It was during Rev. Nash's pastorate that a parcel of land was
purchased from Samue] Fancher, a small building erected thereon, and
services held therein. This building was located on Divison, now
Graves, Street, and was later sold to Orson Graves and used for a time
as a tin shop. This structure, still standing, was later used by the
Elseffers as a carriage house. The building shown herewith cou'd well
be the one referred to, the general style of construction belongs to
the period, and the location fits the description givn in the old record.
Membership was small, not over a dozen at first. Among these were
Samuel Fancher, Christina Moul, and Mrs. Jane Nicks. Other early mem-
bers were Hannah Cookingham, admitted in 1836; and Griffin and
Catherine Barringer, Gertrude and Charlotte Benedict, Cordelia Jackson
and Catherine Traver, all dating from 1843. One pastor of a later
day who questioned some of the older members found that they could
not all remember the dae of their reception into the church.

Rev. Bartholomew Creagh was named to Red Hook in the spring
of 1841. This man was an able worker and powerful preacher, and
drew a number of the more prominent families of the neighborhood
into the fold of the growing church. Mrs. W. B. Astor, Mrs. Edward
Livingston, and the wife and daughter of Col. Armstrong became reg-
ular atcendants. Mrs. Barton and Mrs. Mary Garretson were also wor-
shippers.

From the time of its first sectlement, this entire section had been
served by Dutch and German Reformed, and Lutheran churches. These
were firmly established, and this renderd it difficult indeed for a new-
comer in the ranks to gain a foothold. At about this time however,
the old German Reformed Church was converted to a Lutheran organ-
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ization. A goodly number of the following were not wo well pleased
by this change, and some of them became Methodists. A very successful
revival also took place during Creagh’s pastorate, and the fruits of
this also added to the Church’s membership.

Rev. Charles B. Sing came to the pastorate in 1843, and a goodly
number were added to the flock during his stay. Rev. O. V. Ammerman
then served the church for two years, and was followed by Rev. W.
C. Hoyt who remained for one season.

It must have been at about this time, or a little earlier, that the
members of the growing organization acquired the land on Cherry
Street that was to serve as a final resting place for their dead. Actual
date of the purchase of this land is unknown, tradition places it at
about 1848 which would make it coeval with the acquisition of the
present church site on West Marker St. There have been a goodly
number of burials in this lor down through the years, and the inscrip-
tions on some of the earlier stones are no longer cligible. The oldest
that can be deciphered places the date of death as 1847. This ceme-
tery was mapped in 1856 and stands today, well kept and tended, a
reminder of the earlier days of Methodism in Red Hook.

1848 CHURCH

It was during the pastorate of Rev. James N. Shaffer, who came
to Red Hook in May of 1848, that talk began regarding the erection
of a new building, the Society had grown and more room was needed.
Gilbert Fraleigh and, “others named in the deed”, conveyed land to
the organization. This property was that upon which the present church
buildings are located, and offered the organization an excellent site
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for a new building. This land was conveyed for “$1.00 and other
valuable considerations”, for church purposes only, and the deed con-
tained a reversion clause. Trustees for the Society at this time were
Abijah G. Benedict, William Waldorf, David Wager, Christian G.
Barringer, and Richard Nicks.

Contract for the erection of the building was awarded to Jonathan
Beers of Bridgeport, Conn., cost $1,700.00. The building was cut and
framed in Bridgeport, shipped by water to Barrytown, and then trans-
ported to Red Hook and erected upon the site chosen. From ail
accounts, and from an old photograph, this early church building
must have been typical of the so-called “Victorian Gothic” style of
ecclesiastical architecture so popular ar the time. One man who preached
in the old building speaks of its vaulted “galleried interior”, filled
with “dim religious light” from its arched windows.

This building was dedicated in the autumn of 1849 by the Rev.
G. F. Kettell, D.D,, of Poughkeepsie, who preached the dedicatory
sermon in the morning, and presided ar the formal dedicatory service
in the afternoon, at which the sermon was delivered by the Rev. L.
M. Vincent. This building program did not stop with the completion
of the church, for it was also during Rev. Shaffer's pastorate that the
first parsonage was erected, this on, or near the site of the present
manse which indeed may be but an enlargement of the original build-
ing. Pastor Shaffer seems to have builr both wisely and well from both
temporal and spiritual points of view.

Rev. Oliver Ammerman, who came to the Red Hook pastorate
for the second time in 1855, must have been both surprised and de-
lighted with the growth of the little group that had once convened
in Fancher's Hall. During the pastorate of Rev. T. W. Chadwick,
1860-62, the church building was extensively repaired and renovated.

1866 marked the Centennary of Methodism in America, and the
event was observed with fitting ceremony and acclaim by the Jocal
church, $120.00 was given by the Congregation for the furtherance
of this program. A new reed organ was also purchased for the church
at this time. Miss Georgianna Andrews was named organist, a post
that she filled both ably and well for many years. In the autumn of
1867 the interior of the church was refurbished and improved, pews
were cushioned, a marble slab purchased for the altar, as well as new
altar and pulpit chairs. The old fixtures, the ones original with the
church, were moved to the parsonage. There were many new names-
received into membership at this time and, in 1'868, Pastor Selleck
compiled the church history that has served as basis for every account
of the organzation written since that time.

In February and March of 1877, the church building was_length-
ened by 12 feet, new floors laid, pews rearranged, new lamps installed
and new carpeting. A pipe organ was also purchased at this time.
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Rev. George C. Ezray preached at bo : ;

: th morning and eve
services wher_1 the church was reopened, March 25, 18§g7. It w:SLn;;;i;r
somtime during that month that the church choir presented a concert

with James L. Gilbert of Boston presidi
installed organ. presiding ar the console of the newly

A number of revival meetin
] gs were held do tl g
those of the winter of 1869 added abour 30 ) rl‘:/enm:xggfrhshtil};co);eilrfg
Society. Extra services were also held during the pastorate of Rev
Geo. W. Knapp, who was assisted by Rev. A. Hunt of the New York'

Conference. Special meetings ] : b
of memberships in 1882 a%lsda’;%-resulted in the addition of a number

The young people’s porti
- : rion of the
on the increase, for it was at aboy program must have also been

t this time that the chapel was buil
to_accommodate the Sunday School which previously hac}i) helc;IS et
ings Ln_th'e church.audnormm‘ H. H. Conklin and B. B H fI}]CC[-
were building committee in charge, and this strucrur‘e, Cosging. $1,20(;].:)‘1(;]

was opened in the autumn of 1882 .
pastorate the church had been erec'telc}ev{\,ajs' I\{- Shaffer,ddunlr',g whose
addiess. The entife Sunday Sc > present and delivered an

h . ;
the pastorate of Rev. . P, Her;:;cepr?%§287was reorganized during

ding 4 : . A
was composed of Pastor Rey. v gNﬁlt the time. Commitree in charge
Grand Curtiss. '

ey ] ed hope, and z e
jnghe Ocﬁa}t)l;f :r‘;flnglﬁlizfe dOcé;(;brP r36,“18_92, the sz;?cinlt%c:;ﬁ ;?Sferfeté
?—1 niw (c:huf(qh. Present at this gathe;?;;arx{relr)el?ml{g\)'r It{heSbu“ding H
L L Coo Lng]?a?, D. W. Wilbur, D G. Hodges, R. & Céa“f{(')r'd’
. E. gh, E, F. Massonneau, John A. Fraleigh, ané] B.. S Hutrcqlﬁxi;
The sum of eight thousand . N
» . doll
léglvlvilrcllg l\cl)fper_atlons could begin. Of Othairss amsun? BbeBplIe-?gf?d aetore
Officiral Boz;rrtcxin hl;z;ccileglrg;tdzrhepl;gied one thousand .dol.larsoenrcl:]l?.n ';‘Ilﬁ
. . . 2 Or’ i i
of solicitaions of funds and, by April 5, 1893, $4a0000 v Sorhe
;e fnfl ge . zstor Crawford ‘was moved to’ano’ther‘ ch'lr‘ e areﬂ; _y
S é;}; ac}; by Rev. Dav}d Phillips. At a Board n;e‘gtinat l:]llj
sixyrhéllsand’doilai gﬁ(fimir; lpnlfeczirénesd };]is fggow members tﬁat,eif
; , the additi
would be forthcoming, The needed balance was s:cr:larledm;?xddgél;i?g

Martin pledged the additiona] money needed to begin building opera-
tions. This man also gave the bell for the new church and, in addicion,

the land for the church sheds.

B. B. Hoffman, Edward Martin, Dr. H. L. Cookingham, and Rev.
D. Phillips were named as building committee angl, on May 19, 1893,
Corydon Wheeler of Poughkeepsie was commissioned to draw pians
and specifications for the new building, these were delivered June 24,
1893, cost, $150.00. Contract for the building was awarded to Daniel
Van DeBogart of Red Hook for $6776.00, David Kipp and Sons, also
of Red Hook, to do the carpenter work. This contract was signed July

19, 18953.

The final service in the old church building was held on the
evening of July 23, 1893. On Monday, July 31st following, workmen
began taking down the old building. The new church was to stand
approximately on the site of the old, with 13 feet added to the front
and 8 feet to the west. The corner sone of the new building was laid
by Pastor Phillips at a special service held on Aug. 26, 1893 (sce front
cover of booklet).

During the interval while their new church was being erected,
the Methodists had transferred church activities to Massonneau Hall
in the Village. At about this time however, illness forced the pastor
of St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Red Hvok to relinquish his duties,
and the Lutheran and Methodist congregations united with Pastor Phii-
lips serving both. Services were held in St. Paul's and collections
divided between the two groups. Sunday School and other church
activities of the Methodists however remained at Massonnean Hall
upstairs.

MASSONNEAU HALL
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The new church and chapel were dedica

> . ted on Thursday, Feb. <

L%, e 21, Moy v i opned . 1030°AM.

. Geo. W. Miller, D.D., was speaker. In the af y

the sermon was delivered by Bisho, I,Ed d ! s DD, 20d

the building presened for dedicationpb ward G. Andreyvs, D.D., and
« y Dr. H. L. Cookingham, Presi-

g:g; nOf thie 1c310a§d of Trustees. Bishop Andrews presided it the decii-

Clergy’ asz S;ﬁatfo¥mRzé lt}lchard Hh iI‘ravis and other members of the

. eting was held in the i i i
the former pastors of the church addressing th:v;ar\lr!l?gi;g th divers of

Toral cose of the new building was $10,004.00. After some dis-

cussion, it was decided th i
Comiom fop s, deaid leasc.at the old organ, purchased in 1877, be

joineipetl?ealchnl:ff}?nogs wege held in January of 1899, and a numbcr
church, chapel andn probation. About four years after dedication the
and curbed. Church fr?crlscl))r;iifn:;zre r;epzzlinted and the walks flagged
l{gstt:ﬁ‘lge%i l_m the parsonage in 1901. gIn ulll9(;0v:§l: iﬁf ;:C(in':athmo’?’
in the e protection system of the Village and surroundi ¢ a unit

was Incorporated in the new el ouncing area when

: , ectric fire i
steeple. This hook-up remained in yuse for many ;leﬁ? system in the

During the pastorate of
room of the church was thorof o Dr. Jesse Ackerman the audience

Loheins i ghly renovated, wal
oggx?l.go l-1nns]t;allled to replace the old kerosene illl?milrfatggesco';‘i’ and g
crosenc w gas was supervised by H. E Millr;r Di' cRarllge-
. E. . Dr. Acker-

man was called to a higher charge in i
is recalled as a rich and product%jelgn}egm’ his minisery ac Red Hook

Among the other memb

. I ers of the .

Society can be reckoned in decades instead chzzrswal;?e Jg;wl;f to 1 the
. n A. Ga vin,

who served as Secretary of th ici

who e Official Board 1907- :

ca(;; Cxlxtlél;xanilz, v;ho Ms;rved ably and well for sogxn: 149053-54’ ol i

e ek ; igne;:;l \;vl;]o Iv_;as active for more gi:;s 518 3levers
A egh G ) years;

others who devoted years to the service S;eigaéiréié{:y‘& (Custiss, and

Red Hook must have bee
] X h n a char, which er men w
named during this period. J. W. Ackerﬁf :Sho }:arne otl:)l the efl'l Id ‘i
ield in

1— 9 >
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service; and W. J. Brush who came in 1909, sought and secured 2
superannuated relationship in April of 1911.

In March of 1911, Dr. H. L. Cookingham turned over to the church
the Certificate of Incorporation, the deed for church and parsonage, deed
for church sheds, and agreement regarding use of the church bell as
part of the fire alarm system. At Quarterly Conference it was moved,
seconded, and carried, that the officers of the Church be organized into
an Official Board. An individual Communion Service for use of the
congregation was purchased in 1913, and much more work done in
connection with the lecture room.

In May of 1914, Mrs. Mary Nicks, oldest member of the congre-
gation, passed away at a very advanced age.

Rev. Dr. I. M. Foster, who came to Red Hook in May of 1914,
was called to his final charge in December of the following year, the
first pastor to die while serving the charge.

In 1916 an Official Board Committee under direction of Curtiss
Fraleigh revised and rearranged the church records, the first such over-
hauling of the archives since 1868. Mr. Fraleigh again headed a com-
mittee which brought the records down to date in 1936. Electric lighting
in the church apparently dates from some time after May of 1917, at
which time a Committee composed of Miss Crouse, George Ham,
William Meade, and John Kilmer were named to take charge of the
matter and procure figures thereon.

Plans for painting the church and redecoration of the chapel were
in order in 1924.

Mention of Milan in connection with Red Hook apparently begins
sometime in May of 1925. This connection endured until 1936 when
Milan was removed from the circuit and replaced by Elizaville. The
old church sheds and property were sold to Wilford Metzger in 1938
(corner of W. Market and Church Sts.), and that same year On€ finds
mention of selling the parsonage “if same can be done legally”.

In 1937, during the pastorate of Rev. D. S. Stacey, the first history
of the Red Hook Church to be compiled since that of Rev. Selleck in
1868, was published. 1940 marked the Centennial of the church in Red
Hook and “a celebration” is mentioned in the church annals. 1944
marked the SOth anniversary of the present church building. This was
observed with a fellowship dinner held on Thursday, February 10th.
Guest speaker for the occasion was the late Rev. Dr. Howard D. McGrath
of Poughkeepsie. Devotions for the evening were in charge of Rev.
N. F. Sundstrom, Pastor of the church; Herman Wilkens was present
as guest soloist, with Louis Rhynders as accompanist. The history O
the local church was presented by Mrs. N. F. Sundstrom. Mrs. Curtiss
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Fraleigh, Mr. and Mrs. John Kilmer, Alvah Fraleigh, Mrs. Mervin
Coons, and_ J. A. Galvin, al]l of whom had been present at the dedi-
Catory services a half-century before, were present. Guests of the gather-
ing were: Mrs. W. R. Phinney, wife of a former pastor now serving
with the armed forces as Chaplain, Mrs. M. Paul S, Huntington, Mrs.
Hermann F. Vesper, and Mrs. Charles Rignall, also Mrs. Chester Hape-
mann and Mrs. Earl Sherman representing the Elizaville congregation
Addresses of congratulations were given by Rev. M. P. S. Huntington.
Rector of Christ Episcopal Church of Red Hook; Rev. Hermann F’
Vesper, Pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Red Hook; and Rev.
Fred L. Lars, Pastor of the Methodist Church of Rhincb;ck; and l

greeting read from Rev. Chester E. McCahan, Pastor f S ’
. , . Joh e-
formed Church of Upper Red Hook who was unable (t)o b; g?esrelrftR

In 1948 a new organ and chimes re i
r k placed the instrument tha: had
lt;;een in gse smc;: 1877. The old organ had been fitted with an ez}ect]:ic
ower about 1922-23, and had rendered yeoman service for nearly tl
quarters of a century. carly three:

When the West Market Street i i
. 2 : portion of High No. 1 :
::;;ndelneccil in 1951, a portion of the church propertf v?:sy invcélve.?d9 ‘1"';:'
Ae acrl{ thus relinquished the church received the sum of $14%5 00
:cgr mgh to action of the Official Board, this money, or a oo'dl‘
lghlrlrglﬂ ail ;ri;):;c;‘:;sgefo rl:;ailiiect fOJL re%)airs to the chin’meys ofg botl};
ars( 8 o the front

P:f;??age’fpa‘“t‘ng of the chapel, garage, a?.réd plz.aerzgngoédlrf)sof(s)f thg
aere u;fr r(j) dthe parsonage. Subs_equent entries indicate th%xt these ' li}:)s
ed out. The much discussed “neyw roof” and siding foF the

church, so often men:i i
:loned in church mj i
1 minutes ’
must have been attended to prior to this date dErmg the lawer 40,
menioned here also, or ¢

The above events i
Charles Adam, DD, wh?oi(a place during the Pastorate of Rev. M.

me to Red H i :
t0 record, was succeeded by Rev. Donald C?*l?ll;lelsni; 9;1975§nd'i‘haecc2|:3:2ﬁ

groups were reorganized or reactivated, and some additional

Pastor Charles left Red Hook in
7 or 8 months the church was min
named pastor. During this interva] Dj

Rev. Russell E. Sargent, present Pastor, came to the Red Hook-
Elizaville charge on April 1, 1961. During the interval that has elapsed
since that time, the congregation at Red Hook has increased to 255,
with 153 on the Preparatory Membership roll. A nine months Con-
firmation Class has been conducted each year during Church School

time.

Growth has been steady, and in 1963 the home church voted to
“Go Station”, a move that became a reality in June of 1964. This year
found the church at Red Hook with a budget of $13,890., largest in
the history of the organization and, incidentally, the only budget in
the history of the church to be oversubscribed. This is a far cry indeed
from the $2,700. budger of the middle 1950's. It was in 1964 also
that the New York and New York East Conferences united.

In the autumn of 1964 the church gave its approval to the en-
gagement of an architect, and the launching and conducting of a
campaign for the financing of the construction of a new Educational
Unic to be erected on the present parking lot south of the existing
Sanctuary. This drive netted $43,500.00 in three-year pledges.

The old barn-garage on the parking lot was torn down in 1965.
Since 1962 the four local Protestant Churches have been co-operating
in a yearly vacation church-school. A Protestant Chaplaincy has been
organized for the Northern Dutchess Hospital, and for the past three
years, services have been held for the Migrant Worker groups. The
Church and Church School have supported a Korean Orphan, and also
work in Chile and Costa Rica. The church has also vored to sponsor
a Cuban family, escapees from the Castro regime in Cuba, by the names
of Carmen and her son Nelson Castellanos. Another first was the
ordination of Miss Vivian Hand, the first to come from our church
into the ministry, daughter of Mayor and Mrs. Elrody Hand.

[17]




AUXILIARIES

Perhaps the oldest of the Auxiliari i
) ] : es connected with th
:)sf tt};,i i;:s;lcag ai?o;);, al'lngrso lglfﬁp.lzation dates far back tin thee (::11:1!:1[:3
and, : Ity was ser up at ab i
as the church itself. Available records date fr'?)m ;ar:u;;helgge e

bersh,iI;)d?f' gg esozcéety4 vl;?:ha t‘fvl-ﬂ-lo y}-{g;ac;l}?:lFCuhurcl-;1 School with a mem-
2 . L Tou ellowshi 3 it H
and 2 Home Extension Service with 55 on the rsolll?s WSeSCk?s.;;C;g;?gg

and activities have an avera
e at
average 140, 8¢ attendance of 80, and church atrendance

Two other of the older auxiliarj
) ) arles, the Epworth L
Junior League, dating from 1889 apq 1894 Ii'espectivtij:,gu]fa\?: drht:ii

present-day counterparts i ; .
odist Youth Fellowship. @ the Junior and Senior Groups of the Meth-

'A'ctive Commissions on:
Christian Soclal. Concerns, Stewardsh

LINK WITH THE PAST

The strawberry festival, gt ;
£ . ) testival, seill a highli
bgj;yn;’::x:leihelz‘;s;galfoﬁgw?:,mm iegCOIds of 1865, and as the Straw-
Annual Visit” was another me’.iﬂenteevgc:nz?oaz ", el::ﬁzrtgrmed “The
ay.

ght of the social program, is

to the present Vietnam struggle

It may truly be said that i
have indeed made the Methogi]set %hmbmed
going concern. One can only hope ULCh p
quarter will witness still further grgwd: :;tld

efforts of Clergy and Laity
f Red Hook very much a
the coming century and a
development of the church.

On September 12th Bj
the New York Area, b ishop Lloyd C, Wicke, Resident Bishop of

rough :
very celebration in the 11:§0t;h ¢ morning message ar the 125th Anni-

A . Wi { H .
dedicated to the service of God. orship service, and the congregation
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