
HISTORICAL DATA

A. History of the Site
Sometime before 1688, Colonel rioter ~chuyler, first Mayor of

AIbany , acquired from the Lnd'i.on s most of what we know as the 'l'own
of Red Hook, and in that year, the Coloninl Governor confirmed
"!Jchuyler's Pn ten t." and his ownc rch.ip of the Land, ::;chuylerdid not
live here himself and there was little settlement or cleD.ring of the
land by the Dutch, English or French Hugenots of Ulster County. By
1725, Schuyler's T~act WClS owned jointly by Col. Henry Beekman, Jr.
(the son of the founder of Rhinebeck), Bar ent van Bcnthuysen,

_ Bar ent Staats and Nicholas Hoffman. Pa'LatLn e GermDnf;:.milies moving
down from East Camp (German town) had started to tak e 1easehoIds and
develop an agricultur~ economy.

'I'he property in and around the Vf.L'l ag c of Hed Hook VIOG Lco sed
for several generations by Col. Henry B€-0krnDnClndhis heirs. It is
in the· 1750s that we find the surrounding properties, DS well as the
1::lmendorphland itself, leased by Col. Beekman. In 1757, Col. Beek-
man leased to David Ferae, 86 acres b0rderin~ on the Post Hoad ,md

1 •
the north side of the Road to Salisbury (Conn.) Christian Feroe has

').
L_ •

his "bounds" there in 1752 according to [-J neighborinc f:':trmmap. In
1751, Beekman also lease~ to Christinn Becker on the south side of:;.
the "Road to Salisbury", an-t acr-o ss the i-o st HO[--Id to the west, he
Leo aed to Hendrick Moore in 17~1, who had to 1;;'ythe heirs of Be ekman ,4.
John .and Alid:l Armstrong, rent 0 f 2·} bushel s 0 f wh eat. (]very ye8r.

Lenses were made for a tern of years or for n life or Lf.v es and
were subject to r-encwo l, 'I'h e Lc o cohcLd er-kept the LInd »s long as

he p[lid the rent and upon f.:il ure to :),'1, he mieh t be cvi ct ed, 'I'he
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lease system was abolished by law early in the 19th century.

B. ~rchitecturRl Influences

Accordine to Helen ':/ilkinson Reyno Lds in Dutch liou:::ef: in the

Huuson Voll ey Before 1776, unlike Alb any or Ulster Coun ties, Dutchess

and Westchester County house construction rev6~1 ~ frc~ use of wood.

'l'h e method of construction followed in 1:\1ee···rliest fr;lmc house Via:.;

to make a literal f r areewcr-k of La th of the heiGht de s.Lr-e d .:!nd 8

depth of perhaps 12 or 18", an d to fill the t.n t er-e t i c oc of the f r ame

wi th the aam e mixture of mud or 'clvy, held togcther by cllOhjed s t r ow

or horsehair, that wos put in tho \"Iall 0 f s tone house.

The gambr eL roof was later ·th;)n the roof of sinell': eI cmt , but

it was found throughou ~ c). large terri tory. The gambrel \'I<-..•s 1;0 pular

Re d Hook was a neighborhood where ? German ma jo r i, ty [lnd ;:; Dutch'

minori ty overlapped and intermingl ed , ond the houses t.ha t VJere buil t
5.

~ in the Hudson Valley between about 1725 to 1775.

rcflect this cuI tural Ln t er-chung e ,

C. An!:";!eg;ant House/EarlY I\mcricHn Inn. 17!SCi- 17Cf6

The location of the EYmendor~h property at the corner of the

Albany Post Road (Kings Highway) and the ro,:·d to Connc-cticut is

significant. This Vias the origin~ll "corners" of the tiny hamlet once

known as "Hardscrabble" an d now known as the Villnge of Iccc Hook.

By the 1770s, "Upper" Red Hook was the center of the community.

There was no church built in the area around the ~lmendor~h until

about 1800. Churches had been built near Tivoli and in Upper Red

Hook.

In 1769 fl. r-o ad was laid out with six s'.'!inging gntc-~[:; from



Christoff.her Snyders to the Kinc;s Road , A distance of about four

mil e s , This connected wi tb the r-o ad to S;.,lisbury (Conn.). A path- 7.
moster was assigned to attend the road and the Rhinebeck Town records

(of which Red Hook was part of until 1d12) tell us that in 1769, the

road r an from "Cristuffal sru co r to the Kings Road by .Joh anm.s Smith. It

In 1770 the road a.gain goes to Johannis .smith and in 1771, it goes

to the Kings Road by William:Clums, as it does in 177? If indeed

Johannis Smith and William Clum were a t the Elmendorph, we cannot

say for certain. However, maps m ad e in the 1770s to 1785 reveal only

two houses in what we know as the northern part of the Village -- one

is the Ellllendorph, and the other is on the Vlest side of the Post
no.

Road about one- fourth mile south, and j_~' t.h (-, house 0 f Viilliem ;5iemon.

So it appears likely that Johannis Smith a nd 'v'Jilliam Clum are at the

proper location. Johannis Smith is on the Hhinebeck Precinc t 'I'ax

List from 1761 to 1772. Willitlm CLum is o n the 'l'ax List from 176G to

1778.

In 1773 the road records tell us that the road ran from Cristuffcl

Snidors to George "Sharph". While the r-oad records do not tell us

who is there in 1775 arid 1776, George Sharp is again named in 1774,

1777 and 1778. G~orge is the son of Jacob Sharp, a Pp\ptine leader
. J.

in the Eas t Camp, or Germantown, [I:": it is known todr.y , He is the

second child of Jacob, and 01t.hough his f ami I y for t.li c mc s t par t

remains in Germantown·and settles it, George is founu in the l<hinebeck

TDXLists in 1768 until 1778. He '.'JaS born April 2/t, 17L~8 «n u married

Rebecca Teator in 1771. This couple had eieht children. In 1775 and

1776, Sharp purcha.sed wheat and corn from Ch~ncollor Hobert ~.
10.

Livingston'somi11. He served as 2nd Lf eu t enan t in Cf1.i)t;-;in Hcrman

Hoffman's Company, Colonel John VCl.nNess' Regir.10nt, the Minute Hen
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of Dutchess County (Oct. 17, 1775). He is ~lso 2nd Lt. in CDptain

Andries Heermance's Company and Colonel Moris Gr~hwn's Regiment of

Foot in the service of the United. States, under commD.nclof Brigadier
, 1 •

General Clinton, Sept. 10, 1776.

In 1779, the rOD.d records reveol thot Phili~ Jncobs is at the

site. Jacobs is on the Rhinebeck 0recinct Tax List from ¥8b., 1762

to June 1768. Sharp is on the list from June 1768 to 1778, and then

Jacobs is bock on the tox list. From 1739 until 1796, GeorGe Sharp

is b o ck at the El.m cn do r-ph ,

Philip Jacobs is a wealthy merch~nt ~nd im~ortant m~ill, for we
find three map,-91ilkers who say ei ther "J !~C;013", IIPHIL. J AC;Ob:~1I or

<- •

•• PH. JACOBS." Howev e r , wh i.L e these map s indic.:'te o n Ly 'l';,verns, Church e e ,

Mills and occasionally 0. we a L thy londholder by nam e , Phili~) Jacobs

is never sp ecd f'Lc al.Ly shown .:1S a t ov cr-n , Co Ll.e e p I ac c c :1 sign next

to 011 of the t aver-n s on his m;:IJ?7.,but he list:::; Jf,COI3 vri.thou t cuch

a code. I t is signific::'n t thot on Feb. (1, 1779, i 'hili.i:J J r-co b s

adv cr tLs ed in the Ne\'! York ,-T()urn~l nnd c.:ener<.:l iu..lvertL·;cr tho t "lul

persons that have any demeridc on the ~·;ub~.;criber, by bond, note or

book debt, are desired to bring in their ~ccounts by the: first of

Al.iri1. Likewise, they t hat ere Ln de bt ed , r re cics:Lred to mrkc 1.'<tyrnent

by th~t time, or they may expect to be sued, as I ~m ~oinc to

remove. II( Rynebeck. F'eb , 6, 1779. Ph i Li.p J "cobs) • 177SJ is the first

year t.h= t we find Jo.cobs a t the Ei t o ~:ccor'JinG to the r:)~,d r-eco rdu,

'l'here o r-o many documents t.ho t chow .Jr.cc bs to h svc «c tLo nc

against peo p Le to recover money owo.I him t~ t':!(;(;n 1'?G2 ;lnu 17(,,:} , iIl-

cLud.i nr; t l. c ,:1 ·,j."l f;.:.r onc-ch a.Lf of ,'1 :c;loo.;.' t rk cn by Gilbert Li.v Lng s t.on'3.
for Tory prisoners in 1777. In 1'7(,9 .J:lcub:-; i:~ (t "bE::lj.c'[Cr who W[l.S

christened" nt the Reformed Church of Germ~nto~n (Columbia County)

arid during the ye[lrs 1779 to 17[);' x:«: find thrt he- :-'n~l hie '.'!i.fc,
1! -



Anno. Hvri<:l Sophd a Weydmon (;Vhi t eman ) ,'If::s)on::;or~:l PIt ::;ev(~r()l bnp t i oms

in the ar-e»,

We cannot find Ciny deCids or- 1();'~-;c[; for ~'hili~) J;!cub:-;, but in

1783:, he places an ad in the N0\'! York P:ICy.ct i!: whi.ch he c cnc r-Lbes

the house FOR SALE DS "an H.~:GMlrr HOUSl:: either for ~: st()r(:;-k(;ei.~er or

tovor-n on the public r-ocd 1e;:·dinn; to Al.bany , and on the rc).~!cIfrom

the Nine Partners on d a dire:ct r-o-id to GODer;:11'I'cribr-ook ' f;, ;;bout two

miles from the Land i ng ; with three commoc.Loue rooms bo Low e t a.i.r-s , c\

Lar-g e entry t.h.rough the houc o, <; Lar-ge Hoom abo ve st."'irs l;'!ith ,i
large Gnr-ret t ; the s~id hou c c h.-\s £jot throe' Fire PIE,ce:::, ;, C()od

k.i t ch en , 3 good stable :~n:l bar r ack , ,:i weLl. of very ~ood ','/c,ter in the

ynrd, with about two acres ~nd ~ holf of very e;ood land joining the

said house, in exceeding eood fence, with about seventy or eighty

very good Apple trees, the half be~rine this year, and some very

good Plumb trees; about two ac r-es of good Lan d ha.I f (; mil e from the

house, wh.ich may be converted into cood meadow Lan d, Any gentleman

th<:lt may chose to purchnse the same, ~ay ~pply to the Subscriber,

living on the premises , or to G. HClrtin living near- the sDIDe, as. the

proprietor means to make the payment to the purchaser oc eD.sy as

possible. Signed PHILIP JACOBS, Red-Hook, Rhinebeck precinct, July

21, 1783."

This is a most import3nt ?iece of historical evidence for it

tells us (1) that there \WS no addd tLon on the buildinc; in 1783 (2)

it describes the outbuilJings Dnd fruit trees. The three fireplaces

described would be in Rooms 102, 107 and 204. The third con~odious

room below stairs must have been Hoom 106.

In 17~7 we find tha t the r-ood runs to fo:benczer Adams , Adams

vuu: born in 1751 an d c~~ed on J:mu:"Jry 31, 1846 a t the nge of 94.



He married Elizabeth Hartin Gnu \'WS an elder in the Heformed Church

of Upper Red Hook where there is LI ~,;t,linod ~lLISG windo\'J in his memory.

Army records show that he w:::s l-l Corporal in Ct. emu NY, but why he

appear-s to be Ci t the El.mendo r-ph for only o n-, yenr is <..; mystery to

us.

An Administration Bond po s t cd in 1788 mentions Phi lifJ J D.cob~"
14.

of Now York City. merch"mt ::lncl the 1790 census shown ,: Phili;} J;J.cobs

in tho West Word of New Yo rk City wi.t h three f ema.l c s n oxt to .l cn r-y

"{' . t','In -,'':m;·ln. 'I'h i s may be our J t:.co oc , ac i t ap~ears tiL':lt h Le wi fa Vias

,J V/hiternan.

Smi th' s History 0 f Rhinebeck, tell s us that IIJ r.cob '.Vhiternan was

reGarded ClS a grent rebel by the Tories of the Revolution, ~nd with

Gottlob Hartin, George .'Jh'::J.rl,;nnd others, held frequent pr?5.L1te

counsel to advance the C[lUSCof the Revolu t i.o nor-y r)rmy." Per-h ap s

some of these meetings were held at George Sharp's house, inasmuch

as his next neighbor to the north NUS Gottlob Martin. Geor~9 Shar~'s

daugh ter, Rebecca, :married Henry Vlhit emnn 0 f Hhinebeck.

In 1789, George Sharp is back ut the builuing accordinG to the

road records. ShC3rp may hrrvo bec:n o. mcr-ch an t just j.r i.o r to this period,

for we find that in 1784 and 1785, he buys larGe amounts of wheat

<lnd flour from ChClncellor Hobert H. Livingston (100 bushels of wheat,

224 bushel, 13 barrels of flour, 119 barrels of flour). These were

paid for by cash , as wel L 8'::> IIfreigh t" an d "trimming hoo fing" and16. .
"24 rope for saWmill. II In 1782, George Sh<..T1) furch,:sed " in add i,tion

to horses and pistols, f cn th cr- beds, p ewt er- lJlGtes and many household
17.

i terns. The year 1782 al.so reveG.l:· that Sharp was the f:Jthmaster on

the Albany Pos t Poad from lied Hook to Rhinebeck. ACC('rdine to the

1790 census, George Shor~ owns no slnves.
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·A 1795 map of the eastern co r ti on of the Vill;)L;C: of Iced ilook
- 18.

at the loc~tion. The 5urroz~tc~ Office shows
19.

tha t George Sharp, INNK}':1~2}:H,d.i cd in 179C. This j.s our first

shows George ShGrp

indication that the Ll.mendor-ph is bein~ used u:~ an Inn. outchess

Coun ty has more: than 100,000 documents still to be r-e s ear-ch od .-n d

indexed, arid we look f'o rwr-r-d to thc d'IY whcn \'!O v:il1 lc.:,rn whcn .:.~

tuvern was first licensed ~t the site, 8S ~e unrlerst~nd that mnny

tavern licenses are included in these documents.

The road records do not tell Us who W~~ there b~two~n 1797 -
20.

1799, but a 1797 map ShOVISt ha t the ~roperty is LU'L·j·j!JOW'II'S IW~.

D. Community Center, 1796 - J..:)',;,l!

"Cap t" Cornelius C. ~;~llnenclorl!h \.:;-.~:.the first hc to l, keei;er on

the Dtissing corner in 1?inc l)lvin~;, After fifteen YC[ITS, h o »nd
21.

his family moved to Rhinebeck. It i2 sier:ificC'.n t thrt 11(: moved in

1796, the same year that Gc;orce :~h:·'r:i.;died, for this »t:«: the time

After the Revol u tLonr.r y '.'j~·r, the: Fo e t Ho.:.u b ec ornc .C' bur-y

tho rough rur-e , In 1785 the leeis1c>ture iJ"~·sscc.i an «c t Giving exc Lucf.ve

ri£;hts to Isaac Van Wyck of .fishkill, 'relmt'ce Ilnl.L of Al.bnny and

John Kelley of flew York to c cr-r y on t: r:tr'Ce r ou t c on the oaa t Fide

of the Hud son Hiver between new York r.n d f~l br-n y , o t 1 c-.:~st o nce a

week. Prior to this time,

by crude vehicles and 8180 Conert()e(l ':;:'Con". In I79C stnCC8 bcg an

CI dAily trip, except for ,Sund«yr·'. In 1797 AIo(-·I'1YSt:'tL6S' 1 cft N(:!w

York everydn.y at 10 in the: mor-ni ng ,"n .i ,',rri'/N] in inb.'1ny th e fourth

dny ~t nine in the morninc. By 1~03, they ~ere mnkin~ hlbnny in
22.

r">. three <..i<tysc...
A tavern keeper Lf.c en ce d in !)utcneFS County h.:~ri to po c t :.' bond



of 50 pounds and agree that he "sh811 not during the time thot he

Dh<:tll keep a public t ave r-n , keep ;. dL::orderly t ovor-n or i.)crmi t

cock fighting, gaming or playing with car ds or dice, or keel? any

Billiard 'I'abl e or other gcunine; 'l'ab l e , or Shuffle Boar-d wi thin his

s;lid TAvern or wi thin ;".'OyOuthouse, y ear-d , or cardcn thereunto
')·Z
r-:J •

belonging.1I

Cornelius C. E.:lrnendorph buil t the HeJ Hook Hot e.L in l?SiSI

~bout one fourth mile south of the ilmendorph, and ~dvcrtised it
25.

for sale in that year. 'Phis bu.i.Ld i ng no longer exi.s t s ,

Our road records tell us that his brother, Jonnl:Jmcndoq)h

is a t the Elmendorph Lo cat i on from 1799 to 1803. John h0S al.r-c ady

arrived there in 1796, for John hlmcndorph's Tavern i~ one of the

very few places mentioned 8S <'1 place to go to i!'-"y du ty [or <'

cnrriage or to get a licensc to sell wincs and foreien distilled

spirits. The other places «ere in Ameni.a, Pawling, Fr ank.I in ,
?6.

Cnrtn eL (now Putnam County) arid Pou ghkoep s i. c.

According to the 1790 census, John Rlmendorph owns no slaves,

although most of the other Elmendorfhs have. several slaves. John

is a charter member of the Red Hook Society for the Appr-eh ens.i on27.
of Horse Thieves in 1796.

It may be significant that both the 1795 m~p previously mentioned

and the 1797/98 map show the building: as hov.i ng two chimneys. This

may again indicate that no oddition has been put on the building

yet. It should be mentioned that in 1979, an ar-ch eeoLogi.o t found

a coin dated 1785 in the Drea of the wooden steps that led to the

outdoors from the cellar before the south f\ddition was put on. This,

of course, .~ould indicate that there wos no south Dddition before
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1785.
In 1799 Cornelius C. ;~mendorp~ advertised a two life lease

a f a f a rm containing 118 ac r-es wi th a smal.L house ;'1nc.ior-chnr d 0 f

about 80 large grafted apple trees within ~ half mile of his new

building (Red Hook Hotel), an d John Elmendorph who lived "near the

premises" was the person named to Lnqui.r-e ;:,bout pnr tLcu.I ar s , 1\ t

the same time, he advertises TO U;;'rT for one year a house, gar-den
24.

an d lott in glowing terms which he recently moved from. He may be

referring to the Rlmendorph, nnd, if he is, this would indicate that

a one year lease W"S in "':::~~·cct.

Josiah Loop is on the Clermont (Columbia County) census in

1790. He is visted by Dr. Wilson at Clermont until 1795, .but in28.
1796, the doctor visits him in Hed Hook. It is also in 1796 that

he married his second wife, Catherine Osterhoudt. LOO~'S dQughter

Haria is married to Jacob S. Elmendorph, and Gar-e tyi a married

J<lcob C. Blmendorph. 'I'he 1800 census shows Josiah Loo.!? Lt ct eu

next to Cornelius I. Elmentlorph. In 1804 the rood records show

that Josiah Loop is at the location and his will in 1807 shows him

to be an INNKl!:l::PER. In his Vlill, he giver: his son, John, the house
29.

clock. It should be mentionrl thot Cornelius I. Elmendorph m::.rried

Cntherine Loop (the widow) in 1816.
The road records reve~l th&t in 1807 Widow LOOf lives there

and Jacob Loop (son of .Jo s i oh ) is the pat hmoe t er , Loop's w.ill had

mentioned that if the es t ot e i~ "nt Lar-go enough to ;':Ij' exj.en ae s ,

then the Execu tor-e are to sell the whol o of r eal, est",tc'::e necessary.

An 1811 Leg al, notice mentions LOOP'·--:'HO'l'lJ, is the l;l;·ce to C;O for

eredi tors to" make cLai ma DC;<:linst ..n LneoLvcnt debtor fru(fJ t he 'I'own
.30.

of .st~mford.
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In 1812, Red Hook bcc omo n ccp or-ot o townr-;hi.tl, ;-'nd the Hed

1811~, JClcob Loop an d Cut her-Lne Laoi' (':'itio\'! 0 f ,Jo::i.';il) .:.>:'1·j t>

31.
mortg~ge to David Van Ness.

records
Lar-Ly 19th cen tur-yar-cveo.l t hz.t the bull :iinC ,-,il'l j/:'t:'.ecrty W;I~;

.m Lmpo r t an t public mee t i.ng p I ac e , 'I'h e f~r;st 'I'ov.n "f ~fe(ilfnc.d';.map ,
./' .

da t ed 1815, shows LOOP'.S INN very cl cur-Ly , an d the first de ed found

to the f-roperty is in 1819 to J ac ob Loo ; for ~~3,000 which cJcscri bes
.. ~
../J.

the property [IS having 12-1- nc r-ee , 'fhi s dc ac r-Lpt i.on cun tinued un til

1933 when the property w;=ts subdivided. On il1.Jril 4, 1(,l~', th c Annu al,

Town Board Meeting is held at the home 0 f J ocob Looj.; 'l'lli:-:; is the

first of many Town Board Meetings to be held in the buildinc.

The first Agricultural Society mentioned in Columbia County

records ViaS the IfAgricul tur oL 1\.ssocintion of Du t ch ocs anu Colurabia

Counties, of which General Jacob Rutsen V~n Rensselner
)4:-

secretory in 1817. In that yeDr, the associ.:'l.tion held

cattle show tat Loopts in Red Hook' at which the ~remiums offered

amounted to $200, being in par t as follows:

For the best five acres Winter Vihe;:.t, to be har-v e s t eo in 1818 $25 ..
For the best ac r e of Potatoes, 18J.7 ·;~15.
For the best five :'lcres of Indian corn -t ")l

~'-/.
For the best five ['cres of !3;'lr101 i;:20.
For the best pair of lli~s, four to niIle mos. old ~15.

According to Helen Wilkinson Reynolds, 3bout 1790 to 1810
I

many r-epzd r-s were made to old hou ac s in Dut.ch e cs Caun ty,. in the: course

of which original woodwork VietS torn out, Auam mantl ec '::ere iJU tin,

r>. houses after the wO.r and new hou c cc buil t bc t vc cn 1:)00-16;0 c-t test

to the prosgerity of the farmers of Dutch er.s ;··t the: t Lmo,
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In Fishkill (the southern end of the county), :-;he t eLl ,. U!.~

tha t there is ~4. house buil t rioon t: rter 1.8()O il! whi.ch th er c :-rc

mantels and door carri ng s e.l ebo rr-t et y cr.rvc-J , .::~n·J tho tr:diti~)ll

there is that the car-vi.ng \'!(1~: done b/ .'.: tr:.:.'.r(~lif!~ C;-r.;,.,cnt..:-r, die)

;,):,...
ch or-ged 0 dollar (J day an d h.i,r: bC':'rd for the: wortc ,

I nacmuch as there i::: ::;') much tiC tl, vi Ly in thc c:·rly 1':,'th c en tury

the building wa~ added onto in thi~ ;eriod.

In 1817 the roud r-ecorus con tLnue to mention LOOi·I'D 'l.'!iT:.n.U, so

we know the use of the bu i.Ldi.ng u:: v' thot j.o i.n t , Jncob LODE· died
;.( .

~t the age of 33 in 1819.

Our town records tell us that in le,?O Gl~orce Rine; i·, ~;t the

location and town meetines continue to ho helel there. In lR20

George I. Ri.ng and !v1;3rg;:'ret 0 f !"<edHook 1.:;,'1idr. mortcc!£;(; to 6ilL.:;h
37.

Knox in the amount of ~l,OOO. 'I'h e (.l'=~~cri.:.;ti()nor th « .Jroi.jr:~rty is

the: name 3S for J~icob Loop , RIW:'::; ;~'l'OR~~;is there J.n 1~·~?5. Ceol·ge

Hing must have been an unlucky s t or-ekecj.e r-, for in 1.(E)5, the Sheriff

sells the goods and property of George nine = t ;ublic r:;'lc for ~45Q

to Philip Bon~stcel, a prominent merchant ~nd ~ostm~ster, who Gold

it tha t same duy to Peter de Heimer. De :~eimcr so I d it in lo:~7 to

J~cobus Eckert for $1500. Town Ronrd mcetincs continue ~t the site.

had lived at the house for quite ~while before he took title to it.

The Independent Horse Thieves Society of the Lower Vill~gc wns

formed at David Wager's house on November 15, l(j2? VIith Gottlop N3rtin

as Chairman and A.G. Benedict [is 0ecretary (n ci ghbo r-r: to tho north38.
"and ea s t }; ·:In 1828 U['vid is the .i~<tthr:lE.lstE:ron the ro:,ti ~~t;'rtin£: from

the house and going east, rm d the r-oad records tell uc the t th e road
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ran from David Wager's house even be fore he took ti tl e.

On October 28, 1810, Davad i'beer m[lrried Coth er-Lnc Vreeclen-

burgh (or Fredenburg) and they h'::1.(1three ch i.Ld r-en, G;.,therinc (1814),

Lewis (1820) and BnrbClra Caroline (1823).

The 1850 census shows tha t \'I,';1geris [l F'Al?HEH, [JnU that there

ar c two families residine in tha s house. In addi tion to \'ia[;er,

his wife and daughter Catherine heam, there is aLso the f ami.Ly of

John an c Caroline Butts U/nger':::; daugh t cr ) orid four small children.

In 1845, "'lager gave Land on the er.s t cn d of the l.)roi.Jerty to

the Methodist Episcopal ~ocicty for ~ cemetory.

E. The t·lnrtin F8mily, 185LI- - 10-;)

David Wager died April l, J854 (DE8 (7), but just before his

dea th, he'. sold the property on M':l.rch 22 to Aucustus N~,rtin, L;tote
1+0.

Ass embLyman and Town Supervisor. 'I'he Hartin f<:lmily ov-ncd the

property to the north, ~ncluding ~ stone house built in 1776, ond

kcp t their farm in the family for over 150 yc:-:-.r'::.:. !illt:ustU!~ H::,rtin

WClSborn December 13, 1808 and died Januctry 14, 187~'. lie mz.r-r-Lcd

in 1832 Lydia Marie. Benner and in le,73, i·j.-'r~0ret Penner.

It seems unlikely the t M~~rtin lived :.:t tho !Jrol~('rt:; liirn::.cl f,

because an 1865 census showc him to be ~.:.1umbe r cl e(11er l:LvinLr in

Bar-r-y t.own, ,~ haml.et in the Town of Hed Hook .:.:lonc the r Lver-, He

Vias at that location with tvJoIrish s or von t c : nu trJfj d;:llchLers.

Har tLn may have converted the house in to r; tvo I'r.m.iLy ren t;.ll

Cherry Street that vret:« buil t abo u t this time, owncd by l-ir.r t i.n .-nd

rented out. Tracli tion tells uo t hot l-i.:':.rtincil~;nCE;,':tll':; rr).)i' 1inn,

~ but thi::; seem~, unlikely. I t is f eLt by SOf:!C .:-orchj. t cc tu r+.l concuLt an t s

that the roof line wac ch ang ed e<.trlier in the ccn tur-y ,
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After Augustus Martin died in 1656, his heirs sold the
property to his brother, Edward Martin for ~4,000. Edward Martin
was born February 18, 1811. He went west ?nd m6de good as ~
surveyor in undeveloped country. He bought land neDr Chicago
which the city later purchased for Sl,OOO,OOO. He come bock to
Red Hook and spent the rest of his life tendine the family farm
and being the local philanthropist in n quiet ~~y. lie was very

41.benevolent to the churches.
Burton Barker Coon, at aee 55 in 1924 wrote, ",:-:boutthe s ecs:

1890, Miss Susie Ful ton taugh t <. Kindere;::·rtenclas s t.hat was
supported by Edward Martin in the large double house Dt the upper
end of North Broadway."

The Red Hook Journal of Ap!'il 29, 1887 tells ils that "we learn
that Mr. Edward Martin of this villa~e pro~oses to start a kinder-
garten school in thts village. Miss Emily M. Cc~, of the American
KinciergD.rtenSociety, New York, will spec.>k on the subject in the
Lutheran Chapel on Wed. evening next."

l-1ay6, 1887 -- "Through the generosity 0 f Hr. Lcw , Hartin, 8

kindergarten school has been opened in this village, which promises
to be a success. School was opened on Wed. with 14 scholars. Miss
Emily M. Cole will leave Miss Hr-rned, one of her teechers, in charge
of the school"

May 20, 1887 -- "Kindergarten school recently started in this
village has been well patr-cnLz e« and, we Lerr n , is ;,lrc<:!dyfilled to
its fullest capacity."

August 29, 1890 -- "Kinder;:"rtcn will o~:en in villace .s,.!.:., t , 1

under tuition 0 f Miss Martha S. HcCrce;en 0 f Le-wr enc e, Fi<.<!;;s. II..
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December 12, 1890 --tiThe singing class recently orcanized
by Miss Estelle G. Platt, increased so rapidly that it bocam e
necessary to secure a larger room for their accomod~tion, ~nJ the
Lutheran chapel has been erig ag ed , The class numbers abcu t forty
members. At the last meeting a vote of thanks wa.s extended to Mr.
Edw. Martin for free use of the Kindergarten rooms."

September 11, 1891 -;-"VIe learn that Miss ;:iusieFuI ton of Nilan
will open a select in the Martin building."

Edward Martin died on December 3, 1893, and on February 2, 1894,
4.3.

we read, "We learn the Kindergarten school has closed indefinitely."
Edmund Bassett began his Reminiscences of Red Hook in 1926 at

about the age of 61. He wrote, "'rhe old Inn, on the corner of
Broadway and Cherry Sts., has been changed to dwelling apartments.
In the early days of the Stagecoach line, this was one of the Inns
and D regular stop to change horses. The barn stood north of the
Inn and was used by Philip Van Steenburgh, the terunster. He W8S

known as "Old Daddy' not in derision, but in c3ffection, for he was
44.

D kindly old soul. tI
Philip Van Steenburgh did not live at the Elmendorph according

to the census, but he lived right around the corner on Cherry St.
On the 1865 and 1875 census, he is shown as a teamster. He died in
1887 at age 76.

The barn referred to is mentioned in the Janu8ry 15, 1894 Red
Hook Journal. "The tearine; down of the old barn on the Martin
property at the corner of Main and Cherry sts., removes an old land-
ma rk , but will improve the looks of ihe property." The 1ot e Sylvester
Pulver of ~anbury, NeVI Hampshire, who co-owned the building from
1933 to 1966, wrote a letter to his sister on August 24, 1975. In
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it he states, "I do know that the house was the stage Co()ch Inn.
~d Martin (nephew of the previously mentioned ~dward Martin), told
me that just a little north from the house was a lorge barn where
they stabled and exchanged the stage Coach horses. The next stop
going north was Blue Stores. The first stop going south was
Rhinebeck • • • • • Ed also told me that when he first came east
from Chicago. that the first job that his old maid uunts gave him45.
to do. was to tear down the Old Stage Coach barn."

The late William Pulver, father of Sylvester, in an interview
in February, 1975, told us that the barn s~ood where the concrete
garage is now. A well for watering the horses was un~er the burn.
Pulver also told us that the Mar-t Ln s made it into a two apartment
dwelling, however, he seemed to indicate that this was done 2fter
the Kindergarten. He also aa.id that the Hartins had the dor-mer-s

removed.
It is unclear then, when the house was converted to two family,

whether before or after the Kindergarten. However, it seems unlikely
that anyone rented the house whLLe it was a Kindergttrt·en.

A 1915 Village of Red Hook ~numer8tion tells us that two families
are in the building. One is Lansing Jewell (54), painter; Elizabeth
Jewell, his mother (82); Elsie Jewell (26) his daughter who WDS a
school teacher, and Elliott Jewell (17), nephew. i;ai Jewell, father
of Lansing, died April 7,.1907. He Vias a car-r-Lag e painter, <,s was
Lansing's trade, and numerous pieces of correspondence relating to
Eli's occupation have been found in the attic of the building. Some

46.date to 1871, but most are dated 1896 Dnd 1897. Eli was born in
Montgomery~.(Orange County) and his obitua.ry tells us th:t he VIas a
resident in Red Hook for 33 years •
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In 1875, he lived in a Fr-ame Hou se with a value of ~600, so
it is unlikely that he was a t the :21mendorph [It thot time. He

married Uizabeth Schaife Betterton in 1853. She was born in t:ngland
and died in 1922 at age 88. This is important,because Cln undated
early 20th century photograph shows a very elderly laizabeth Jewell,

,sitting on the north porch of th8 front of the house, and the 47.
photo reveals a shutter, door knocker und a wooden ~orch floor. 'l'he
Jewells lived on the north side of the house. Lansing h. Je~ell
died at his home in 1923 (age 63).

The family on the south side of the house WD.S the Charles
Pul ver family in 1915. The 1898 Village 0 f Red Hook "Enumer[ttion"
does not show Charles or \"JilliamPulver at all, nor does it mention
them in 1902. The aforementioned Jewells are listed as residents,
however. The 1915 Enumeration shows tat Charles L. Pulver (47) is
a janitor (he worked at the High School), his wife Susan (43), and
son, Stanley (8). His other son, William (25) lived on Cherry St.
and is a chauffer for the Hvrtin family who owned the Elmendorph
property.

A photograph taken ear'Ly in the 20th century of Charles and
Susan Pulver, shows them standing in front offue east side of the
building by the cellar entrance.' Again, this photo is most helpful
as it shows us the shutters, as we lL as the cellar entrance before48.
changes were made to it later.

..
According to Sylvester Pulver, in a tape-recorded interview on

October 7, 1975, he w~s the butler for ~dward Martin (nephew of the
19th century owner). The M[-'Irtinfomily suffered finvncial losses in
1930, and .when the cattle were being ouc tf on cd and the estat e

properties were being sold, Edward Martin was moved to the £lmendorph
where Sylvester took car e of him. 1:;1ec trici ty vias ,lJU t in for him



o.t that time, as well as some of· the plumbine;. He died on February
. 49.

17, 1932 with Sylvester in attendance. His bedroom was #204.

According to an interview with the late Louise Pulver Smith

in 1975, sister of William Pulver, the tin roof was put on in the

mid 1920s by John Curtis, who owned the local hardware store.

F. Country store, 1933 1966

In 1933, after the settling of the Nar t.Ln estate, WillL.'ill

and his son Sy.lvester Pulver, became the owners of the house and

lot as we know it today.

A great many changes to fue building occurred After this period

which can be documented. A new floor was laid on top of the old

i~

flooring on the first floor in 1933, arid when some of this flooring

was removed in 1977, the 19.33 newspapers were reveDled.

Photographs of the building in the 19.30s show t aI L pine trees
50.

on the west side by the road. These were probably taken do wn by

the State when the direction of Route 9 was changed from the house

going north. William Pulver cut CI door in the center of the we s t

exterior about 194.3, and opened a small country grocery store arid
51.

i'.moco gasoline station. He removed some 0 f the \'!all from Room ;/108

and made a new wall for the back of Room //111, for a bathroom which

he installed. Asphal t shingles were pu t over the cI apbocr-d in the

1950s, and the cellar entrance was chRnced. The stone steps were
52.

curved to connect with a small shed Le ada ng out of Hoom ,/110.

Evalena Pulver Hanlon (daughter a f William) an d her husband,

Charles, lived on the south side of the bu i.Ld.i ng , and they rnad e many

changes to Rooms 109 and 110. VJallbo:~rd \'1::'8 inserted on the east

and south~)llalls of Room lillO, and the ;.lnster on d La th were r cmoved
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in that area. A partition between Rooms 109 and 110 was o~ened up
from the ceiling to counter height. A Dutch door bet~een Rooms 109
and 110 VIas removed. We cannot underst::nd why 0. Dutch Joor VlaS in
this location, but Louise Pulver Smith ~lso told us of this Dutch
door.

Mrs. Hanlon also tells us th« t there VI:'~G ;1 cornj.I et e h2~1 w;::']

leading from the south door on the west side back to the kitchen
(Room 1/110). The Hanlons opened this up to counter heLgh t and
installed a door to a pantry under st oi.rc (109A) th ot h ad previously
been accessible through the north wall of Room tIll.

It is not clear when the "bBr" or ,t:.artition in ~-(oomijl02 ,'las
r~moved, but a photograph t ak en of the PuLv cr-s abou t 195.8- when they
celebrated their 4:9th wedding anniversary, shows this p ar t i.t.Lo n ,

,"'--""

but later photos reveal that it is gone. Two chestnut turnposts
from this partition remain in the building.

The Pulver family continued to live at the site until 1966
when Harold Miller, a real estat c dev eloj.e r, pur-chr.ced the building
with the intent of tearing it down for ~dditionel ~nrking space for
the Grand Union store next to the .i.Jro.;,-;erty.Forturut eLy , the Gr-and
Union Company decided to build a nc\'!store inbct\'!ccnHeci Hook ==nd
Rhinebeck, and took title to the buildi!1C when they mOVed out of
their Red Hook Store. 1hc building was V2cDnt after l~C£, exce~t
for summer rental as en an tdque chop , In 1971l-, it ':::J:: !jut on the
re8l estate market for sale.

G. The Elmendorph RestorCltic(!lJroject
In ;1.969, John W. Delafield hear-d r.bcu t the LJo:::EilJl::-dest r-uct.Lon••

of the tavern and naked Hr. Clifford H. Buck of ~~alt i-o i.n t , N.Y. to
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(\ research the property. He mentioned in a letter to Hr. Buck on
November 18, 1969 that "Hudson Heritage, Inc. is r.bou t to acquire
the Tavern to protect it from destruction by the current ownerJ and
plans to use it for historic D-nd other (I hope) valuable ch8rit~ble

53.
purposed."

Hudson River Heri t age was apparently formed to s;we the
Elmendorph, but just wh3t happened to them between 1969 and 1974
is not clear.

About 1973 - 1974, some young men from the vicinity of
Rensselaer, came into t he building and lived there for a few months,
even using the fireplaces. They tried to cont8ct the Gr[lnd Union
Company about moving the building near I~lbnny , 'I'n ey oIso removed
large amounts of pLe st er on the first floor, opened Uii som e of the

attempt to ready the building for "moving. II 'I'h Ls at t emp t WetS

bricked-up Chimneys, removed partitions on the second floor in an

aborted by the Grand Union Cornp any and the property 'fIns then pu t .
on the market for sale.

In 1974, Bruce Sherwood :and Richard Cloues of the Cornell
University College of Architecture, did a study of the function,
appearance and historical Lmpo rt ance 0 f the commercial areas 0 f
the incorporated Village of Red Hook. Their study brought to public
attention the age of the Rlmendorph and their recommendation that
it be carefully restored, made a new group of peo~le t~~e an interest.

The Friends of El.mendo rph , Inc. incorporated in Dec embe r , 1975
to purchase and restore the building. After 0 l?ng public bHttle,
the building was purchased by the Friends in June, 1977 from the
Grand Union Company for $30,000 with a ~28,000 low interest mortgage •

••
At once, the windows, which had been covered with plywood for

several ye<J.rs,were uncovered. About fifteen truck Lo ade of plaster
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and debris were removed from the cellar, as well as other areas

of the building. 'I'hLs material was left from the young men who

were there in 1973/74. The collupsed gClrClgeon the northeDst lawn

was removed and a dilapadated shed addi, tion on the eas t sicie (north

end) was dism<.;.ntled. Extensive extermination of the building for

termi tes took place in 1977. Some 1933 flooring V/<.lS removed on

the first tlooriin that year, as well.

In 1978, the El.mendo rph was listed on the National Resister

of Historic Places, and in 1981, stabilizCltion beg&n on the north

two-thirds of the buildine. New building sills were put in place,

the roundata.on walls were rebuil t , cellar wall s were r-epo Lnted

and new frmning, necessary because of rot, was Lns t al.Le c on the

first floor where it VlDS needed. Unfortunately, some loss of mud

and straw insulation, 3.8 well ac plaster \'!nlls occurred, but the

building still retains much of this material on the interior walls,

as well as on the second floor.

In 1979, the conc r-e t « c<.'.rElgeWGB r chobdLi.t e t co c.n d !!wcic into

an income producing Thrift Shall for the Friends, known C's ".t:ll!wndorph

l::tc." The Friends 0 f Elmendorph, Inc. have more. th:•.n 600 members,

and is entirely a volunteer-based org~niz~tion •

••
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3r~C1z.:::.::-,no, .:"_U?_:st2!J., 1975. Letter in files of Friends of 2:.1men-
dorph.

47. ~ee Illu5tr~ti:~ #1
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48. See Illustration ;2
h9. T;;roePecor-da.nz of' -:::'.,1 ~-or:o':"::>r C ;:'lul v er liT Dcnbur v 1,;0"-I . ••.••••••. - - 0 - '"•........."-- ...., ••. _ \ _ _ t.. ..• _ O..J _ fJ' - t .., ••

?f.:;mpshire =.s he r:C'.lh:c0. t:lr:::g::. t n e ou:'1c.ing in October, 1975.
Te.pe in files of Frie!1cis of ~_lm6!l:'0=;h.

50. Pho togr-aphs in fil es c f ?ri erics .:.f :::::lr.lendo=l~h.

51. See Illustration #6
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