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HEADS OF FAMILIES AT THE FIRST CENSUS
1790

INTRODUCTION.

The First Census of the United States (1790) com-
prised an enumeration of the inhabitants of the present
states of Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Kentucky,
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont,
and Virginia,.

A complete set of the schedules for each state, with a
summary for the counties, and in many cases for towns,
was filed in the State Department, but unfortunately
they are not now complete, the returns for the states
of Delaware, Georgia, Kentucky, New Jersey, Tennes-
see, and Virginia having been destroyed when the
British burned the Capitol at Washington during the
War of 1812. For several of the states for which
schedules are lacking it is probable that the Director
of the Census could obtain lists which would present
the names of most of the heads of families at the date
of the First Census. In Virginia, state enumerations
were made in 1782, 1783, 1784, and 1785, but the lists
on file in the State Library include the names for only
39 of the 78 counties into which the state was divided.

The schedules of 1790 form a unique inheritance for
the Nation, since they represent for each of the states
concerned a complete list of the heads of families in the
United States at the time of the adoption of the Con-
stitution. The framers were the statesmen and leaders
of thought, but those whose names appear upon the
schedules of the First Census were in general the plain
citizens who by their conduct in war and peace made
the Constitution possible and by their intelligence and
self-restraint put it into successful operation.

The total population of the United States in 1790,
exclusive of slaves, as derived from the schedules was
3,231,533. The only names appearing upon the sched-
ules, however, were those of heads of families, and as at
that period the families averaged 6 persons, the total
number was approximately 540,000, or slightly more
than half a million. The number of names which is
now lacking because of the destruction of the schedules
is approximately 140,000, thus leaving schedules con-
taining about 400,000 names.

[

The information contained in the published report
of the First Census of the United States, a small vol-
ume of 56 pages, was not uniform for the several states
and territories. For New England and one or two of
the other states the population was presented by coun-
ties and towns; that of New Jersey appeared partly
by counties and towns and partly by counties only;
in other cases the returns were given by counties only.
Thus the complete transcript of the names of heads of
families, with accompanying information, presents for
the first time detailed information as to the number
of inhabitants—males, females, etc.—for each minor
civil division in all those states for which such infor-
mation was not originally published.

In response to repeated requests from patriotic so-
cieties and persons interested in genealogy, or desir-
ous of studying the early history of the United States,
Congress added to the sundry civil appropriation bill
for the fiscal year 1907 the following paragraph:

The Director of the Census is hereby authorized and directed
to publish, in a permanent form, by counties and minor civil
divisions, the names of the heads of families returned at the First
Census of the United States in seventeen hundred and ninety;
and the Director of the Census is authorized, in his discretion, to
sell said publications, the proceeds thereof to be covered into the
Treasury of the United States, to be deposited to the credit of mis-
cellancous receipts on account of “ Proceeds of sales of Government,
property:”’

Provided, That no expense shall be incurred hereunder additional
to appropriations for the Census Office for printing therefor made
for the fiscal year nineteen hundred and seven; and the Director of
the Census is hereby directed to report to Congress at its next ses-
sion the cost incurred hereunder and the price fixed for said pub-
lications and the total received therefor.

The amount of money appropriated by Congress for
the Census printing for the fiscal year mentioned was
unfortunately not sufficient to meet the current re-
quirement of the Office and to publish the transcrip-
tion of the First Census, and no provision was made
in the sundry civil appropriation bill for 1908 for the
continuance of authority to publish these important
records. Resources, however, were available for print-
ing a small section of the work, and the schedules of
New Hampshire, Vermont, and Maryland accordingly
were published.




8 FIRST CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES.

Population of the United States as returned at the First Census, by states: 1790.
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Rhode Island 16,019 15,799 32,652 3,407 %48 68,
Connecticut 60, 523 %, -;g.zi }g'?;ég g.g o iot | :23'(1),91%(;
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1 The census of 1790, published in 1791, reports 16 slaves in Vermont. Subsequently, and up to 1860, the number is given as 17. An examination of the original
manuscript returns shows that there never were any slaves in Vermont. The original error occurred in preparing the results for publication, when 16 persons,
returned as ** Free colored,” were classified as ‘*Slave.” . .

2 Corrected figures are 85,425, or 114 less than figures g}xbushed in 1790, due to anerror of addition in the returns for each of the towns of Fairfield, Milton, Shelburne,
and Williston, in the countwf Chittenden; Brookfield, Newbury, Randolph, and Strafford, in the county of Orange; Castleton, Clarendon, Hubbardton, Poultney,
}},“&““’ Shrew;s&l}ryd. and Wallingford, in the county of Rutland; Dummerston, Guilford, Halifax, and Westminster, in the county of Windham; and Woodstoc!

e county o ndsor.
3 Corrected figures are 59,096, or 2 more than figures published in 1790, due to error in addition.
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HEADS OF FAMILIES—NEW YORK. 9
Summary of population, by counties ard towns: 1790.
ALBANY COUNTY.
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332 0 | 425 861 1 5 1,822 || Island in the river n 4
607 843 954 | 1,670 7 128 3,602 cluded in any town...... 6 8 [ 1 D 6 29
505 693 | 841 1,456 | 18 27 || 3,035 H
378 566 | 700 | 1148 |...... 33| 2447 TOtal.eeenannannes 12,319 || 18,549 ‘18, 866 | 34,407 | 170 [ 3,929 ” 75,921 {
— CLINTON COUNTY.
35, 601 -
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Tiginaj Plattsburgh 86| 153 | 108 458 Y7 I 375 546‘ 357‘ 678‘ 16 17 j 1,614 §
srsODS_
;’;Jufge. COLUMBIA COUNTY. g
stock
Lo | 1,731,704 325 5 35| 6,602 || Hudson...-ceeuueneaaann 331 | 618' 500 | 1,156 [ 27 193 | 2,584 i
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s 18| 1 231 1220 40 516
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DUTCHESS COUNTY. !
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,540 | 2,851 | 41 63 || 5,932 || Washington............... 740 || 1,267 | 1,295 | 2,494 | 55 78| 5189
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KINGS COUNTY.
[
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|
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|
NEW YORK CITY AND COUNTY.
New York city.. 5,924 8,328 | 5,797 | 14,963 1,060 | 2,180 || 32,328 New York city—Cont’d.
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|
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