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FEBRURRY, 1977

Dear Friends,

This first newsletter is to inform you of the Annual Meeting

of the FRIENDS OF ELMENDORPH, INC., to be held on Tuesday, March
1, 1977 at 7:30 P.M. at the Red Hook Grange Hall on Prince Street,
and also to bring you up to date on some of our activities during
the past year.

Since the Annual Meeting on March 2, 1976, the Friends have had
many ups and downs -- mostly downs. Our aim has always been to
save the Inn, and it is toward that end that the Board of Directors
has labored.

We will bring you up to date on all of these details at our Annual
Meeting and answer all questions that you might have.

There have been some new developments in the last few months which
are changing the picture gvery day. We hope to have lots to tell
you on March 1lst.

We ask all of you to talk to those who might be willing to help us
financially, and we would appreciate those of you who have had fund
raising experience to step forward and offer your advice.

There will be a part for all to play in the coming year. We need
more research on the building, people on the membership committee,
people to do typing, to raise funds and people ready to help with
the clean-up and restoration necessary to accomplish our goals. We
would also like to have volunteers to work on a newsletter. Please
think about the part you would like to play.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION

In the Sprning, extemsive photography was
done in the building by Bob & Barbaira
Bielenberg and John & Clara Losee. Fuses
blew, but the work went on.

TEACH- IN

In Marnch, Paul Fredernicks and Rosemarny
Coons conducted a Teach-In at the High
School. Guess what the subject was!

ELMENDORPH BOYS & GIRLS

We can't say enough about the students o4
all ages who have helped us. They collected
over 600 supponting signatures for our
cause., Thein spinit 46 fo be commended and
could teach us all something.

WALKING TOUR

&/zma,sion was obtained £o include the

'mendonph in a walking tourn of the Village
von Harndscrabble Day, June 19, 1976, A draw-
ing and historny of the building was also in-
cluded in a Tour Guide bookLet printed for
the occasion.

4TH OF JULY

Perunission was granted Lo deconate the Inn
festively. The Rotary CLub served old-
fashioned Lemonade & cochies in gront of the
Inn, immediately following the dedication o4
a restored milestone across the road.

DUTCHESS COUNTY FAIR

The FRIENDS had a display at the D.C. Ants
Council Booth at the Fain in August. We also
passed out a brochure which Barbara Bielenbeng
Lolicd put togethen.

MEMBERSHIPS

The FRIENDS are now memberns o4 the National

Trust fon Histonic Preservation (a gift

wahip); the Preservation League of N.Y.8.
Xs0 a gigt] and the D.C. Ants Council.

? -

THANKS

Special thanks to Henman Gorgens who has
spent much time & money donating architect-
wwal drawings, who capped a chimney on the
roo4 of the building and mowed the Lawn

on many weekends.

Also, to Bob Haack who helped Herman with
many o4 these phofects. :

BiLL Waksh, ourn attorney, who has donated
his sernvices and 48 nevern too busy Lo chat.

Henny Websten, who offered his accounting
advice and Looked oven our financial books.

Geongia Coon and Clara Losee for working
40 harnd on the Nominating Committee.

Harnold Fell 4orn time and Labor, and being
thene wheneven needed.

Joe Zakenski forn getting this whole ihing
stanted.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

A Historndical Soclety will be goamed Lhis
year. Lottie Kittnen 4s working very
hard on this profect. 04 course, the
Soclety will need a place to meet and a
place to store their goodies.

PUBLICITY

There has cerntainly been no Lack of publicity
of our activities. We thank the news media
gor having an Linterest in our story. The
FRIENDS have been on television and were
wiilten up 4n the NATIONAL edition of
Amernica the Beautlgul.

TULIPS

In the Spring, red, white & blue tulips
that the Girnt Scouts had planted at the Inn
came. up Ain LLiving color. We will Look for
them again this year.
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HISTORY

Thanks to Clara for 50 much help with the
Latest history of the building.

Ad in the N.Y. Packet, Aug. 14, 1783: "To

be s0ld, AN ELEGANT HOUSE, for a astone-
keeper orn Tavern . . . . . with three
commodious Rooms below stains, a Lange entry
through the house, a Large room above stains
with a Large Garwrett; the said house has got
three Firne Places and a Kifchen, a good 4iab£e
and barrack, a well of good waiek . -

Signed: Phx,up Jacobs, Red Hook, Rhinebeck
Precinct.

Dutchess Obsenver, Apnil 11, 1799: "To Let
for one year, from 5 May next, House and Lot
which the subscnibern Lately nemoved grom in the
Town 04 Rhinebeck on Post Rd., . . this
place being s0 agreeable, /tog@the)c with the
convenlence & goodness of the HOUSE, GARDEN &
LOTT rendens Lt unnecessarny to entern into any
gwither parnticulans concernding the premises;

e subscrniben only wishes to nemark, that the

cand for a Public House 45 equal to any Lin
this pant of the county. Forn further parnticu-
Larns . . . . enquine of the subscribern at

Lower Red Hook Landing. Comnelius C. Elmendorph”.

Amendican Fanmer, Sept. 3, 1799. Robernt Williams,
Collecton of the Revenue for the County o4
Dutchess was collecting taxes forn the sale of
wines and foreign distilled spinitous Liquors

at "John Elmendonph's tavenn, in the town of
Rhinebeck”.

Clara also found {in the Rhinebeck Tax Lists:
Philip Jacobs, Feb. 1762 to June, 1768 and also
1778 -- George (Jury) Sharp, June 1768 to 1778.
Does this mean that Jacobs operated the Inn from
1762 to 1768 and then Sharp took over and
operated it for him? That would place George
Shanp therne night at the time of the "plotting
against the Towiies".

IN MEMORTUM

Lvestern Pulver of Danbury, New Hampshire, a
en Member of the group, died recently. He
was a sounce of much information about the Inn
and offen expressed the wish that he could work
on the nestoration., We will miss him and should
always rememben the contrnibutions he made to Red
Hook's histony.

OFFERS OF HELP

The FRIENDS have a Long List of
businessmen who have offered Lheir
senvices in the restonation --
canpentens, electrnicians, plumbens,
ele.

Thanks to the many organizations who
have stepped fomward and wrote Letteis
in behalf of our cause and ofgered
help. We appreciate your support.

ELMENDORPH CARDS

There ane a few packages of Ef.mamf"“;'ﬁ,
notepaper Left fon sale at $1.25. W
will bring them to the meeting and

perhaps decide if we should ordern more.
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AWARD

The Board o4 Dirnectons wilf make 1
§inst Annual Awand to the person i
has done the most §on VISUAL IMPROVEIMENT
04 Red Hook in 1976. Be at the meeiing
to g§ind out who gets Lt.

MEMBERSHIP FEES

We will vote on a membership fee at
the time of the Annual Meeting. It
been proposed by the Board that $3. «)0
per perscn and g.» 00 per family; $1.¢0
for students under 18 and $10.00 fo
onganizations be collected to help pay
gorn operating expenses. Of course,
DONATIONS are always welcome.

DONATION DAY AT A 6 P

The FRIENDS OF ELMENDORPH neally furnod
out fon the shopping at the A & P. We
made $56.11 which meant our shoppers
spent over $1,000. in behald of the
ELmendonph.




PLEASE FEEL FREE TO BRING A FRIEND TO THE ANNUAL MEETING. WE WILL SERVE
REFRESHMENTS AND CHERYL GOLD, SITE MANAGER OF CLERMONT STATE HISTORIC SITE
WILL PRESENT AN EXCITING PROGRAM OF THE ON-GOING RESTORATION OF CLERMONT.

Some of you who will be getting this Newsletter are not members of the
Corporation. We will include an application which you may mail in or bring
to the meeting with you.

& Proxy Card is included for members. If you cannot make the meeting, please
send in your proxy so that we are sure to have a quorum.

Keep your spirts up -- we will appreciate the building much more because we
have had to work so hard for it.

SEE YOU ON MARCH 1ST AT THE GRANGE HALL!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1976 to 1977

Rosemary E. Coons, President

Herman J. Gorgens, Vice President
Lillian Gorgens, Secretary/Treasurer
Robert Bielenberg

Helen Garlinghouse

Patsy Walsh

Joe Zalenski




