Echo Valley Farm
Red Hook, New York

circa 1745
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-1 @l that certain farm of land, which in a certain deed by Jacob H. Myers

27 (229

and-wife to Henry W. Coon, dated the lst day of May, 1848 and recorded

in the Dutchess County Clerk's -Office ou the 19th day of May, 1848 in

Liber 87 of;Deeds at:page:224.& c., is described as follows: "ALL that

certain: farm:of landand premises-situated in Red Hook aforesaid, bounded

and/described:as follows:. BEGINNING at a stone in a northwest bounds of
i  this farm on:the west side of the road leading from the Post Road to Rock
;  City, passing William Cramer's and in the east bounds of William Waldorf,
5 and running south eight degrees and fifteen minutes west eight chains

,iﬁJ thirty~four links along the west side of said road; thenge south eighty-

two-degrees“and forty-five minutes west two chains forty-six links along
thevstone wall-of Waldorf's land aforesaid; thence south eightydegrees
and thirty minutes west four chains and sixty-five links along said

: Waldorf's'land; thence south eighty-one degrees and fifteen minutes west

| eight-chains:to the Sawkill;-thence up and along said Kill, as it winds

: and - turns toTa stake-Bet upon the easterly bank of the kill, being a
corner: of Peter 'H. Fraleigh'$ land; thence north fifty-one degrees and
forty-five minutes east five :chains and sixty-five links along said
Fraleigh's lands; thence north fifty-seven degrees east fifty-seven link:
along the:same; thence north:seventy-one degrees and thirty minutes east
eighteen chains and sixty-seven links to the middle of the road leading
from Peter H. Fraleigh's to Rock City; thence north thirteen degrees wes:
six chains along said ‘road;.thence north six degrees west ten chains
seven links’ along said road;:thence north thirteen degrees west three
chains and fifty links along:said road; thence north twenty-four degrees

g;%_oahdfforty‘five minutes westfsix’éhains and eighteen links %o a lot of

ground occupied and“in the possession of Henry Pulver; therce north
seventy~-two:degrees and forty-five minutes west four chains .88 links alo
the said Pulver's ‘land; thence north fourteen degrees and fi xty-:ive
minutes-east’one' chain-and ninety-six links to lani.s of Pete- P. Fraleig
thence ‘north eighty degrees and fifteen minute s west one chain along sai:
i Peter P. Fraleigh's  lands; thence north sixty-eight degrees west seven
¢ chaing fifty links along said Peter P. Fraleigh's land; thence north
seventy~three degrees:west three'chaius.fiftygthree links along said
Peter P. Frdaleigh's:iland; thence north sixty~Three degrees west one chais
fifty~four links to the place of beginning.: CONTAINING one hundred and
two acres, two roods and thirty-eig“t perches of land."

BEING- the:same premises corveyed by Alvin H. Coon and Frederica C.
Coor "his wife, to:the party of the first part, by ‘deed dated the 3rd da:
of J nuary; 1929 and recorded in the Dutchess County Clerk's Office on .
th: rd day of January, 1929 in Liber 492 of Deeds at :page 190. /{QJngl

LZING the same. premi ‘33 conveyed by JohmiB. Smith and Beatrice L. .
Smith; his'wife, -to Willard Klose and Virginia Toylor Klose by deed datec
the  17th day of April; 1943 and recorded in the Dutchess County Clerk's
Office in Liber 607:of Deeds at page 109. -
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Echo Valley Farm

Consistent deed description since 1848
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Echo Valley Farm
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Survey of a road laid qut_ by the Comm. of Town of Red Hook
November 18, 18%0

Beginning upon the North side of the road leading from the

Lower Village of Red Hook to Rock City 25 links Westerly from

The East side of the road leading to Wm. & Conradt Cramer's thence

Strveyed by Nathan Beckwith

opp. wagon house
=

S
= Opposite David Pulver

CrogfiReL ‘“’l

Opposite Wm. & C. Cramer

Stake 25 links Westerly . — 4
v

to black birch tree
[ /]

¢ stake opposite A. Staats' West corner

1830 survey of the road between Upper Red Hook and Rock City


1830 survey of the road between Upper Red Hook and Rock City 
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Chain of Title

1943-> present
Willard and Virginia Klose to Klose family

1929-43 John B. and Beatrice Smith

1927- 29 Alvin H. Coon and Frederica Metzger

1923- 27 Bradford K. and Almira Southard

1893- 1923 Alvin H. Coon and Frederica Metzger

1848- 93 Henry W. Coon and Elizabeth Philips

1846-48 Jacob H. Myers and Christina (with grain)

sells 1846  Nicholas D. Pulver and Mary “Polly” Shoemaker (no grain)
d. 1848 David Pulver and Catherine Simmons

d. 1793 Henrich Pulver and Anna Valentine Shaffer

pre-1775 Michael Wendell Pulver and Anna Catherine Mohr



DEEDS AND MORTGAGES

4/17/1943
3/27/1943  John B. Smith to Willard and Virginia Taylor Klose $21,500

1/3/1929 Alvin Coon and wife to John B. Smith 492:190
3/1/1927 Bradford K. Southard to Alvin H. Coon

6/15/1923  Alvin H. Coon to Bradford K. Southard (subject to assumption of
Federal Land Bank of Springfield mortgage that persisted until the Klose sale.)

5/13/1893 Coon siblings to Alvin H. Coon (including the two Staats lots from 1865)
269:53 $6750

4/19/1872  The Rhinebeck and Connecticut Rail Road acquires land from Henry W. Coon
and Elizabeth, and from Henry Beekman Armstrong - beginning at a point on the division line
between William Cramer & Aaron Shook (now Aaron Shook & Catherine M. Shook) and lands
of Henry W. Coon, EAST 1558 feet 66 feet in width, to a point in the division line between
Henry W. Coon and Edgar L. Traver. 2 36/100 acres.

5/1/1865 Henry and Christina Staats to Henry W. Coon $8150
Two pieces of land
1) bound west by Christian Fero
then Valentine Post (now Michael Crockwell), Jacob Shoemaker, George and
Frederick Cramer (now Jane Fisk), Christian Allendorf (now George Thompson),
south side of Salisbury Road (1997?), Frederick Cramer (now Jane Fisk), Gotlob
Martin (now Edward Martin), Jonas Simmons (now Edgar L. Traver)
143 Acres 29 perches EXCEPT for 27 acres sold to William and Coonradt
Cramer (at the west side of the farm) by Catherine and Rebecca Shufeldt in 1829
(42:365)
same piece sold to Shufeldts by John Lown, jr. and Elizabeth along with lease
from Henry Beekman to David Lown 5/1/1736 for part of above premises, Henry
Beekman to Resina Lown 8/19/1769, and Gen. Armstrong to David Lown, jr.
5/1/1800
2 ) sold to Staats in 1829 by Cath.& Rebecca Shufeldt 12 3/4 acres 2 perches
(same piece sold to Shufeldts 11/14/1827 by Nicholas D. & Maria (Shoemaker),
and Henry & Ann (Simmons) Pulver)
bound west by Jane Fisk (the former Poor Farm)
west and south by General John Armstrong and Valentine Post
east by Valentine Post
north by parcel 1



4/20/1849

3/19/1848

5/18/1846

5/16/1846

1843

1839

SUBJECT TO 1800 lease terms of Beekman to David Lown and John Lown,jr
SEE 1867 MAP

Henry W. Coon and John H. Coon, jr. borrow $5,000 at 6.5% from Peter G.
Sharp of Kingston putting up $10,000 against the farm as collateral.
Jacob H. Myers to Henry W. Coon (Elizabeth Philips)

87:224

Nicholas D. Pulver to Jacob H. Myers (Christina)
83:603

Jacob H. Myers borrows $1845 from Nicholas D. Pulver, putting up $3690
against the farm as collateral
Nicholas D. Pulver borrows from Court DuBois

David Pulver to son Nicholas D. Pulver (Mary “Polly” Shoemaker)
$8000

David Pulver (1769-1848) m. Catherine Simmons (d. 1836)
Captain Heinrich Pulver (1738-1780ish) m. Ann Valentine Schaffer

Michael Wendell Pulver (1704-1775) m. Anna Catherine Mohr



EARLY SETTLEMENT AND BURIAL GROUND

Clara Losee corresponded with James L. Teator in 1977. His father, Frank L. Teator had owned
the frame and stone house (Kramer/Cramer/Aaron Shook) across the creek from the Echo
Valley dutch barn. He said that the original stone house was built by brothers F.R. and E.K.
Kramer in 1794 and consisted of one room with two rooms upstairs. In 1801 one additional
stone room was added and several of frame construction with wattle and daub infill. Frank L.
Teator tore the house down himself in 1920 as it had fallen into disrepair. He found two date
stones in the process. The date stones were placed in the foundation on the west side of the
new house built by Teator. He didn’t know anything about the burial ground, and didn’t have
pictures of the stone house BUT Clara Loses apparently sent him one.

A 1 September 1899 Red Hook Journal article by General John Watts dePeyster talks about
the Kramer house and burial ground. “The burial ground is in the corner of a farm lot—where
the figures 376 appear on the map of the Township of Red Hook, N.Y., FW. Beers, N.Y. 1867—
alongside the road leading east from the old stone farm house now known as that of Aaron
Shook, which stands on the west shore of the Saw Kill stream, near the old bridge crossing
it....The oldest date we found was H.M. Anna 1736...the latest 1792...There are about 15 or 20
graves more or less distinctly visible, some have headstones and foot stones, some only a
headstone, some no stones at all...The Kramer house must have been built before the burial
ground was first used and therefore earlier than 1736..."

Woody Klose wrote to the University of the State of New York Education Department in 1977
looking for information on the gravestones. Charles Gehring in Manuscripts and Special
Collections said that the inscriptions are in German. John L. Scherer, Associate Curator- History
said that they appear to be Dutch.
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- Red Hook, M. X.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1899.

Tae Orprst House Axp BuriaL
GzroUuND 1N THE TOWNSHIP OF
Rep Hoox.

How little is known of its past in|
. this Town.

Driving along past the
very old stone house, on the west
bank of that beautiful stream, the
Sawkill, which, after crossing the

Post Road north of Red Hook and|.

flowing “hrough Annandale, empties
after a series of romantic cascades
Hudson, well, about an
eighth of a mile to the east of it,
there is a remarkable doubtless for-
gotten burial ground.

We had passed it a number of

times without taking any note of it.

- There are the distinet tumuli of at

leass twenty graves and there may
have been more because the mounds
over a number of others seem to show
iudistinctly. The gravestones, or

-whatever are intended to represent

" This dwelling is said to be one of |

them, are not regular memorials fash-
joned by a stone-cutter but flakes of
stone, picked up or ploughed out,

projecting not over a foot, on anf:
“average, out of the ground—flakes;.
- of the common stone of the neigh-{

borhood. Doubtless they all bore in-
reriptions but the only ones which was
at all distinet still show the dates of
1736 and 1745.

Doubtless there were many more
graves because there is a pile of such
flaken exactly like .those standing as
head stones, thrown into a pile at the
foot of an old tree.

This burial ground is in the corner
of a farm lot—where the figures 376
appear on the map of the Township of
Red Hook, N.Y., F.W. Beers, N. Y.,

"~ 1867—alongside the road leading

east from the old stone farm house

now known as that of Aaron Shook, |
which again stands on the west shore|
of the Saw Kill stream, near the old|

bridge crossing it.

the oldest landmarksin the town and

- when it was built no one appears to

know. On a lintel over one of the

- ‘windows on the south side of main
stona building, quite a nice construc-{

tion, even for to-day, is inscribed F.
R. & E. K. Kramer (Kramer Broth-
ers) 1694, / 7 7

8 one of the flakes representing|

a tombstone at the head of one of

the neglected graves bears the date}
1745. It is very likely the Shook|

house was built many years before
that. If so, it i3 very questionable

. _if any other house in the township
or district was erected at an earlierf

day-— s =

ed Pook Zonmal,

burial ground will soon be entirely
undiscoverable unless some perman-
ent memorial is erected or a fence
constructed about it. It will doubt-
less eventually share the fate of the
once extensive burial -ground about
the site of the Second Manor Church,
known aa the Pijk Bosch (Pine-Tar-
Wood), a mile or two above Blue
Store, on the original Post Road
- thence to Johnstown. Years and
years ago the plough had 2lready
-greatly -encroached upon the space
originally filled with graves although
those were marked with regular
tombstones both of slate and also of
sand stone, if memory serves.
The First Manor Church covered
the original vault or burial place of

been a mean building of wood and
was allowed to go to destruction
many, many years ago and the vault
was exposed to sacrilegious despoil-
ment. DMore than two generations
_sinea it was said that the materials
of the dilapitated building over the
‘vault were sold by a Livingston, re-
moved and partly incorporated in the
Pijk Bosch Charch which was 2an
octagon or some such shape. This
in turn beeame dilapitated.
Finally the present the Third
Manor Church was built on the shore
* of Roeliff Jansen’s Kill, southeast of
the Blue Store and northeast of
Clermont village, where the road
* from Union Cornars, past the Twin
Ponds bifurcates, one branch, to the
right, leading to Weaver’s Hollow

the Blue Store. :
Mrs. Johnson nee Livingston start-
ed a subscription to build the present
. church over the old family vaualt near
Linlithgow or Staatje and Mr. Har-
mon Livingston completed it.
- All this about the Manor Church
howaver is tradition related nearly a
-half eentury since but the fact about
- the neglected burial grounds is the
result of a visit to the spots.
* According to “a Survey of theroads
of the United States of America”
by Christopher Colles, 1789, “Pough-
keepsie to Albany,” page 22, after
leaving Rhinebeck Meeting House
|Stone Church] about the 102 mile
~_stone from New York, there is only
one house, ¥ater’s, on the Post Road;
between the 103 and 104 mile stones
-bug one honse, Jacobs; at the cross-
-ing of .a stream, just south of the 105
mile stone, one house, Cole; just
~north of 108 mile stone, one
-house, Thomass, which seems to
be designated as a tavern. This
“house is now owned by Dr, John E.
- "Losee and -it was -a famous tavern
. *during the Revolution. .
St . :

It is greatly to be feared that this}’

the Livingston family. It must have}

and the other, to the left, towards|

s .

This precinet in 1789 was known
‘as Rep Hooxr, and is #aid to have
taken its name- from the red-brick
tavern of Thomass’. Near the pres-
ent Dutch Reformsd Church, stoed
the house of Major Van Ness, part
of which is still standing. Ile was
dubbed General Van Ness, was post-
‘master of Red Hook, moved to Hard-
scrabble; which then first became
Red Hook, a title which lionestly be-
longs to the present Upper Red Hook.
North of Major Van Ness was the
Heerman house aund north of it again
near the 107 mile stons the Scher-
merhorn house. '

North of that there iz no honse
marked down except Mingle, near
the 109 mile stone. There is 2 John-
son house near the 111 mile stone.
Beyond that, to the 121st. mile stone
there is no designation of the mark
of a building i e. designated byan
owners name. - :

It is not to be perceived that
Smith in either of his books makes
the slightest reference to the old
burial ground which Dr. Carroll and
myself have discovered nor to the
adjoining house. :

The oldest date we found was H.|
M. Anno 1736; the next 1740; the
next 1755; the next 1755 Aven B.;
the mext 175— WII' (perhaps
WIFE); the next 1768, GERT.
FIL—B; the next 1769 N I Died;
the next 1776 D. E.; the next Jan.
20, 1779; the pext 1792 E. B.; the
latest 1792, Anna Maria Schmuck.

There are a number of other stones
but the inscriptions cannot be de-
ciphered and many of them are brok-
en. They are simply irregular flakes
picked up loose and not cut memorial
stones,

There are about 15 or 20 graves
more or less distinctly visible, some
have headstones and foot “stones,
some only a headstone, some no
stones at all.

There are four distinct headstones
lying at the foot of an adjaeent tree
and 2 number of broken flakes. |

It must be borne in mind that this
Colles map of the Post Road does
not pretend to give any information
m regard to settlements ¥ of a mile
either on one side or the other of the
Post Road. -

The Kramer house must have been
built before the burial ground was
first used and therefore earlier than
1736 and the stone house now oc-
cupied by Redder, half 2 mile
west of the 106th mile stone, gnthe
road to Tivoli and White ClayCreek,
is said to have been constyucted in
1745 but there is no proof of it.
ANCHOR. (.I{ W.deP.)

i
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/ THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
/ 0 H ORI SO DO KOEAM BEX
RKXEAIRK ADERN KX K22 F X

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL SERVICES
FOR STATE MUSEUM

BUILDING 8
ROTTERDAM INDUSTRIAL PARK
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12306

June 22, 1977

Mr. Woody N. Klose
Assistant Counsel
Jay P. Rolison, Jr.
New York State Senate
Albany, NY 12247

Dear Mr. Klose:

I have studied the two tombstone inscriptions you sent with interest. I
have also consulted others more knowledgeable in German. They are indeed
tombstone inscriptions and appear to be in Dutch.

I have made xerox copies of the inscriptions and have added my comments
on them. Please find them enclosed. I am also sending copies to Charles
Gehring at the State Library. He has been translating the Dutch manuscripts

in the State Library, and probably will be able to tell you more about what
the inscriptions actually say.

I hope this information will be useful and that at least a few of your
questions have been answered.

Sincerely yours,

John L. Scherer
Associate Curator, History

11lb
enclosures



THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12234

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR LIBRARIES THE NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY

June =36, 1977

Mr. Woody N. Klose
Assistant Counsel

Jay-P. Rolisen, Jr.

New York State Senate
Albany, New York 12247

Dear Mr. Klose:

Mr. John L. Scherer has referred to me your letter concerning two
tombstone inscriptions. They appear to be German and not Dutch, but there
simply is not enough information to say exactly. My reason for deciding
that they are German is the word ALD which is German alt "old", whereas
Dutch would be oud.

I am making my notations directly on the xeroxs sent to be by
Mr. Scherer.

Sincerely yours,

7

=
Charles Gehring
Manuscripts and Special Collections

7

147024

CG:vmd
Ence



July 20, 1977

Mr. Charles Gehring

Manuscripts and Special Collections
The New York State Library

State Education Department

Albany, New York 12234

Dear Mr. Gehring:

Thank you for your painstaking attempt to decipher
what apparently is indecipherable.

The inscriptions were not obtained by rubbisg the
stone, but just by eyesight. They are very legible,
except where "illegible" is noted. Thus, my confu-
sion at nobody being able to decipher them. You are
in good company. The Sfmithsonian would not even take
a crack at it, the American Museum would not take a
crack at it, nobody tries. :

I would be delighted to show these stones to you in
person if you are interested. Anything you can do

to shed light on this interesting mystery would be
most appreciated.

Cordially,

Woody N. Klose
WNK:LSC
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JAMES L. TEATOR
795 Winifred Drive
Webster, New York 14580
Phone: (716) 671-2957

Representing THE LAWYERS CO-OPERATIVE PUBLISHING COMPANY Rochester, N. Y. 14603
Creative law Publishers_Since 1882

May-1. 1977

Mrs. John Losee
ReD<i:29Bax 178
Red Hook, New York 12571

Dear Mrs. Losee:

My father, Frank T . Teator, to whom you rTeo—
cently wrote with regard to the old house on Echo Valley Road,
haf discussed your inquiry with me and asked me to respogd to
your letter.

As he is interested in preserving the history
of the Red Hook region, as I am, he was most interested in
your project and wanted to be of help in anyway that he could.
Being 82 plus years of age, and the data you seek occurring
many years hense, I suggested that he take a week to ten days
and simply jot down remembrances as they came to him - hense
this somewhat late reply to your letter. The following, then,
is my father's recollection and I should tell you he has a
crystal clear mind.

The old stone and frame house, of which you
speak, was built by F. R, & E. K. Kramer. It was originally
constructed of stone in 1794 and consisted of one large room
with two bedrooms on the second floor. In 1801 one additional
room of stone, &nd several rooms of frame construction with
mud walls were added. He believes all of the stone was quarried
on the farm itself.

Apparently no significant improvements were
male between 1801 and 1920 and the house was , by that time,
in very bad repair. In 1920 my father himself tore down the
house. In so doing he discovered two seperate stones bearing
the aforementioned dates — the earlier date coming from a stone
from the original porticn - the other coming from the 1801
stone addition. (He is very certain of each of these dates).

. The stone from the old house, or part of it
at least, was used in the construct@on of the new house which
exists today. The two stones with the engraved dates were
placed in the foundation off the west side of the new house.

i



JAMES L. TEATOR
795 Winifred Drive
Webster, New York 14580
Phone: (716) 671-2957

Representing THE LAWYERS CO-OPERATIVE PUBLISHING COMPANY Rochester, N. Y. 14603
Creafive law Publishers Since 1882

My father regrets that he knows nothing of
the burial ground across the stream on what is now the Klose
farm, nor does he have any pictures of the old house or
surroundings. If you require return of the picture of the old
stone house he will be pleased to return seme to you. but if
not, he would appreciate keeping same as a memento.

He wishes to thank you for allowing him to
be of help.

incerely

/tf/‘,&'_ s //&,
JLT/bh James L. Teator



)

Next we visited the Klose farm on Echo Valley Road.
Tibbie Klose was our host. We registered it:
'F__/Klose house and barn complex (ny/du/re/0008),
coordinates, N 42°00.076, W 073'51.280,
25’ accuracy, 236’ elevation.
: This site has a two story frame house with a stone
smoke-house/bake-oven extension off the back, also two
large side entrance barns and sheds. There is an early
Dutch barn across a stream (name?) to the west:
--/Klose Dutch barn (ny/du/re/0008)
coordinates N 42’00.060, W 073’ 51,439;
34’ accuracy; 266’ elevation,

Dated Stone
--/Klose house and barn complex
Red Hook, Dutchess Co., NY
(ny/du/re/0008),

We felt the Dutch barn was part of
the same farm. The large side
entrance barns of the first farm have
been recently constructed from reused
timbers and one of a frame moved
from Fleishmans, Ulster County, in
1999 to replace a barn that burned.
We did no measurements but noted a
1755 dated stone that Tibbie said
came from a nearby gravel pit. She
has some other dated stones we did
not see. The smoke house has a false
panel door with early hardware. The
present house no doubt contains an
earlier one.

We took basic measurements of the
Dutch barn that began as a 4-bay
scribe-rule barn reconstructed with a
2-bay addition probably in the early
19" century. It contains many re-used
parts. Especially interesting is its non
symmetrical transverse plan with the
cow aisle measuring 9.5-feet wide and

‘ : . the horse aisle 10.5-feet. There is also
NoRw a difference in side wall height.

& It would be worthwhile to do a better

LN 4 documentation of the barn frame and
especially of some of the reused parts

| that show manger evidence. One of

; . | : the reused columns contains a series

2§7£ k_ = R 3-8 - - = : -)% 5,  of angled holes set 3-inches apart that

i suggests it was originally horizontal

and served as a hay rack but its

J 2002" ¢, length, 21'4”, does not fit the normal

LONG Dutch barn plan. There is a hay

l barrack plate resting on the

FOULR-BAY
ORIGHNAL

anchorbeams at the back of the barn
U

~I

N = . that should be documented and
k = / A0 N pE—> perhaps saved as an artifact. It has a
‘ rare surviving end that indicates how
--/Klose Dutch barn the barrack plates were joined.
Red Hook, Dutchess County, NY :
(ny/du/re/0008)




Who is buried in the field on the north side of Echo Valley Road is not clear.

In about 1725, Henry Beekman acquired the southern third of the Schuyler Patent. He began
renting unsurveyed parcels of land immediately, and kept detailed account books. Many of the
names in the ledgers are on the first labeled maps in 1850.

A reasonable assumption would be that the gravestones are for the early Beekman tenants- the
time frame is consistent, burials commencing in the 1730s- but there was no church. The 34
Palatine refugee families who settled at the Rhinebeck Flatts had a union church of Lutheran
and Reformed congregations from 1715 to 1729, when the precursor to the Stone Church was

built. There was a church and burying ground about three miles away, why were these people
buried here?

Based on the date stone in the basement of the main house at Echo Valley Farm, which
certainly came from a more modest structrure on the property. “MP CP 1745" is almost
certainly Michael Wendell Pulver.
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 a page from Beekman’s ledger


BEEKMAN RENTS AND LEASES IN SCHUYLER PATENT 1724- 1767

28 Maragrit Rysdorp in Schuyler’s Patent Rinbeek for ..farm of Johannis Rysdorfs fenn. in
fee.....this indenture computes as on the back ...of is marked twelve ...and for her swamp to
be ...for...
Other names: Johannis Rysdorp, Lowrens Rysdorp

1725 25 acres rent is 12.2

1747 rent increase to 15.2

1752 add land, total 66 acres rent is 21.2

1758 Jacob Kipp

1767 transported in Book B 45

29 Johannes Rysdorph in Schuyler's Patent in Ryn ... farm rent see his indenture in (Dec.?)
1736 66 acres 11. 2.1
1754 76 acres 21.2.1
1766 transported in Book B 46

32 Nicholas Row in Schuyler’s Pat Rynbeek...farm rent 2 parcels..at will in fee...for this
meadow in Peek’s Fly
1730 99 acres
1731-41 arrears..."his new farm”
1746- 1766 rent is 35. 2. 1
1752 NOW JOHAN FELLER (Row's grandson) son of River Road Philip Feller?

34 Johannes Geritse Schuyler's Patn.t Rhynbeek farm rent for 3 lives to wit Johannes Geritse
payable for 50 acres first payment 1738 rent is 9 .2. 1
1751 now is Jacob Moul

34 Englebart Wouldorph Schuyler’s Pat.n Rynbeek to farm rent
1734 40 acresrentis 12. 2.1
1767 transported in Book B 48

41 Jacob Moule in Rynbeek Schuyler Patent to farm rent
1724 103 acres . |
1767 transported in Book B 52

42 Nicholas Bonnesteel in Schuyler's Pat.n Rynbeek to farm rent

1721 80 acres 21.2.1
ditto to the farm of Andrias Contsoman 43 acres
land not yet surveyed 118 acres (total 2120

1748 212 acresrentis 43.4. 2



83 David Fierre near Saagh Kill
1750 1T6acres8. 2.1

26 Mighle Polpher 1734 62 acres |

Michael Pulver?!


Michael Pulver?!




datestone in the basement of the Cramer/Shook/Teator house- “ICF 1762” a relative of David Fierre?
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datestone in the basement of the 1868 Echo Valley Farm house “MP CP 1745”
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COMMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

finishing the plans for ex-President Harrison’s
summer residence in the Adirondack Mount-
ains. He married Elizabeth Risedorf. (10)
Sarah E., born October 23, 1864, completes
the family. On April 28, 1897, she married
John E. Forshay, a carpenter by trade, of New
York City. They were all born and educated
in the town of Amenia, Dutchess county.
Zebaniah Howard, the grandfather of Mrs.
Cronk, was a native of the town of Dover, and
engaged in farming from youth until his death,
conducting a good farm which he owned on
Chestnut Ridge. In religious belief he was a
Friend. By his marriage with Miss Lydia
he had the following children: John,

Charles, Sylvester, Valirie, Pontius, Edward.

and Silas.

The birth of Silas Howard, the father of
Mrs. Cronk, occurred in the town of Amenia,
but most of his life was passed in Fishkill
town, and throughout his life he followed the
profession of teaching, being one of the able
instructors of the county. By birthright he
was a member of the Society of Friends. He
was united in marriage with Miss Amelia Cash,
daughter of David and Amelia Cash, farming
people of Columbia county, N. Y. They be-
came the parents of nine children, namely:
William, born August 15, 1809, married Pau-
lina Storms; Rachel, born May 28, 1811, mar-
ried Isaac Harrington; Aaron, born March 26,
1813, married Harriet Sweet; David, born
February 21, 1815, married Caroline Sweet;
Silas, born December 21, 1816, married Cath-
arine Odell; Asa, born September 24, 1819,
married Jane Northrop; Lydia, born August
29, 1821, married John Ulrich; Emeline, wife
of our subject, is next in order of birth; and
Elizabeth, born February 28, 1828, married

Joseph Mart?[‘é 014 §)

TOHN W. PULVER, a well-known business
J man of Millerton, Dutchess county, and the
proprietor of extensive bottling works, was
born July 23, 1830, at Red Hook, Dutchess
Co., N. Y., where his ancestors were among
the pioneer settlers. His grandfather, David
Pulver, was a native of the same place, and
became a successful farmer there, owning a
tract of land near the old post road between
pper-and-lower Red Hook, now belonging
1 ) David Pulver was a substan-
““tial 7 influential in local matters, and
prosperous in business. In addition to his

kel EUE ety 3idy)

farming, he engaged largely in the breeding of
running horses. He died in 1842, and his
wife, formerly Catherine Simmons, died in
Red Hook, in 1836. They had seven children:
David, Henry, Peter and Zachariah (twins),
Anna (Mrs. William Fredenburgh), Peggy
(Mrs. John Witherwax), and one who died in
infancy.

Zachariah Pulver, our subject’s father, was
born at the old home at Red Hook, in 1793,
and lived there until 1835, following farming
as an occupation. He and his brother, Peter,
made their home together for sixty years, and
married two sisters, the daughters of Philip
Teeter, a leading citizen of the town of Milan,
and a descendent of a German family. Peter’s
wife's name was Maria, and Zachariah's wife’s
name was Catherine. ter mar-
riage they moved to Columbia county, and
bought a farm of 209 acres in the town of
Chatham, adding to it later until the farm
contained about 300 acres. Zachariah Pulver
was a strong Democrat, and a leading official
of the Lutheran Church, of which this family
have been members from early times. He
died in 1873, his wife surviving him fourteen
years. They had five children, of whom two
are now living. Mary died in infancy; Cather-
ine at the age of three, and David Henry in
1874. The survivors are John W., our sub-
ject; and Elizabeth A., who married Lewis
Smith, of Chatham, New York.

The subject of our sketch received a good
English education in the district schools of the
town of Chatham, and was especially noted for
his ability as a mathematician, being considered
the best in Columbia county. His brother
David also possessed the same powers to an
unusual degree. Mr. Pulver left school at the
age of sixteen, but he has been an unwearied
reader and is well informed upon general topics.
He remained at home until he was twenty-two
years old, and then took charge of a farm be-
longing to his father, in Rensselaer county, and
three years later he moved to another at the
head of North Chatham Village, where he re-
mained eleven years. He then sold out toa
brother and removed to Nassau, Rensselaer
county, and engaged in the milling business in
a rented mill. © Later he bought the property
and formed a partnership with Mr. Davis, the
owner ; but this venture proved unfortunate,
and he sold his interest to Mr. Davis before a
year had elapsed. The following year he was
in partnership with E. M. Crum in the mow-

Cﬂrnme n/\om{iv& %‘é rcﬁ//z[cﬂi‘ Qﬁw“é) a‘rm (a/m{'fso—CDHWSS avd
@E/+VU‘M /1/@‘/‘{ lt/()'/{’/ CCL\"C':']"’( _B H Begps N1 Ca/ [997\7

Johw w~ L)
£ Le
D rhen 23

C
oot & Dway




l. MICHAEL WENDELL PULVER was born in Rengsdorf, Neuwied, Wied, Rheinland-
Pfalz, in 1705 emigrating from the Palatinate region of what is now Germany, by way of
England, with his parents- Johan Wendell Pulver and Anna Catherine Busch (Boos)- and
younger brothers- Pieter and Jacob. The family settled at Hunterstown, the southernmost
Palatine camp in what is now Germantown. There his siblings Conradt and Anna Margareta
were born. The family remained there until at least 1717.

Michael Wendell Pulver was naturalized in 1715.

In 1723, Wendell Pulver (Michael’s father) pays 8 pounds 8 pence as a Rhinebeck taxpayer
Simon Kool (Cole) pays 5 pounds 5 pence
Jury Shaver (Shaffer) pays 5 pounds 5 pence

Michael Wendell Pulver is listed as a freeholder and paid taxes in Rhinebeck in 1733 and 1740
(as did his father Wendell).

Prior to 1734, he married ANNA CATHERINE MOHR (born 1711), daughter of Heinrich
Matthias Mohr and Anna Margareta Stahl- also Palatine emigres. Heinrich Matthias Mohr was
already living on Beekman land in 1717. His brother Philip Wilhelm Mohr likely built the “Philip
Heinrich Mohr” house on River Road, north of the Barrytown four-corners.

Children

Jacob (1734-1799) twins?

Anna Catherine (1734-1816) m. Johannes Zufeldt (Shufelt) died in Claverack

Anna Margareta (1736-) Frederick Berger & Margareta Zufeldt

Henrich (1738- 1793) m. Ann Valentine Shaffer (1737-) Heinrich Staal & Gertraud Pulver

Johannes (1740- 1790) died in Claverack Johannes Riesdorf & Lisabeth Demoit

Maria (1742- 1942) m. Philip Vooland Johannis Englebrecht & Maria Moor

Wendell (1744-)

Petrus (1746-) m. Anna Marie Lown - her parents are Johan George and Resina
(his baptism witnesses were uncle Pieter Pulver & Susannah From)

Zacharias (1748-) Zacharias Schmidt & Anna Maria Benderin

Phillipus (1751-) Heinrich Moor & Engel Diederich

Elizabeth (1753- 1792)

Il. HENRICH PULVER married ANN VALENTINE SHAFFER (1737-) on 16 May 1758
He served as the 2nd Lieutenant and Captain of the 9th Company, 10th Regiment of Levies
and Albany County Militia of New York, in the Revolutionary War.

1790 US Census Henry Pulver's household consists of 2 white males over 16 (Henry and
son David), 4 white females (Ann and daughters- Margaret, Catherine, and Hannah),
and 3 slaves



The initials HP were (according to Woody'’s transcription) carved into a beam in the old carriage
barn, presumed to be the original dwelling on the property.

Il DAVID PULVER (1769- 1848) married ELIZABETH SIMMONS (1767- 1840) in 1787,
Henrich seems to have died around 1793, leaving the farm to his son David.
Her parents are Wilhelm Simon and Magdalena Stickle Both are buried at St. Peter’s (stone
church) Rhinebeck

Children

Henry (1791-) m. Anna Maria Simmons

Petrus (1793-) m. Maria Teeter

Zacharias (1793-) m. Catherine Teeter (twins marrying sisters)

Nicholas D. (1798-1872) m. Mary “Polly” Shoemaker moved to URH around 1846

Hannah (1799-) m. William Fradenburgh

Margaretha (1802-) m. John Witherwax

Elisabeth (1804-)

Susannah (1808-)

RHINEBECK TAX LISTS 1799-1803

YEAR REAL ESTATE PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX PAID
1799 $1900 $966 $2.06
1800 2190 388 4.51
1801 2100 200 2.03
1802 1300 50 3.16
1803 2000 150 1.82

Question: Did David Pulver have to mortgage some of his land in 18027

1800 US Census

4 males under 10 sons Henry, Petrus, Nicholas, ?
2 males 26-44 David

1 female under 10 daughter Hannah

1 female under 45 Elizabeth

2 slaves

1810 US Census

1 male under 10 ?

1 male 10-15 Nicholas

3 males 16-25 Petrus, Henry, ?

1 male 26-44 David

2 females under 10 Susannah, Elizabeth
2 females 10-15 Margaret ?, Hannah
1 female 26-44 Elizabeth

1820 US Census

1 male 16-25 Nicholas

2 males 26-44 Petrus, Henry



1 male over 45 David

1 female 10-15 Susannah

1 female 16-25 Margaret or Elizabeth

1 female over 45 Elizabeth

1830 US Census

1 male 5-9

1 male 10-15

2 males 30-39 Nicholas and Petrus or Henry
1 male 60-69 David

2 females 20-29

1 female 60-69 Elizabeth

1840 US Census - Nicholas D. Pulver is the head of household although his father still
owns the property

1 male under 5 David N.

1 male 15-19 ?

1 male 40-49 Nicholas D.

1 male 70-79 David (father)

1 female under 5 Emma Jane

1 female 5-9 Imogene

1 female 10-14 Elizabeth

1 female 15-19 Margaret?

1 female 40-49 Mary

1 female 60-69 Elizabeth (mother)

On 1 May 1846, his son Nicholas D. Pulver gave a bond to Jacob H. Myers

On 16 May 1846 Nicholas D. Pulver sold the farm to Jacob H. Myers for $6471.27, reserving
the winter grain now growing on the said premises with the right to enter cut gather and carry
away the same

David Pulver is described in the 1897 J.H. Beers Commemorative Biographical Record of the
Counties of Dutchess and Putnam as, “a substantial citizen, influential in local matters, and
prosperous in business. In addition to farming, he engaged largely in the breeding of running
horses.” He died on 23 April 1848 (had he been living in his son Henry’s house across from
Philip Fraleigh’s)

JACOB H. MYERS (1787-1865) m. CHRISTINA DANERLY (1794-1878)

Jacob H. Myers was born in Red Hook (then Rhinebeck), their children were Jacob Henry, Jane,
and Helen.

On 1 May 1848, Jacob H. Myers sold the property (current 102 acre description) to Henry W.
Coon for $6575 together with the grain growing on said premises-also the rye straw on the
mow overhead and on the east side of the barn and all the manure on the premises...subject
to three mortgages- two to Court DuBois, one to William H. Elton.



In 1850, Jacob H., Christina, and daughters Helen and Jane were living on a farm that they
owned in Milan.
Jacob H. Myers is buried at St. Paul's cemetery in Red Hook



V. HENRY (Henrich) W. COON (1 Nov. 1823- 5 Jan. 1883) +Elizabeth Philips (26 Oct. 1831-
14 Sept. 1892

1850 US Census

Henry W. Coon, 27 value of real estate $6500 (Wm. Cramer’s farm is $7904)

Elizabeth (Philips) Coon, 19

William Henry, 5/12

Catherine Philips, 12 (Elizabeth’s sister?)

Adam Moore, 14 (? He attended school within the year)

1860 US Census

Henry W. Coon, 36 farmer real estate $9180 personal estate 1140

E(lizabeth), 28

W.H. (William), 10

E.J. (Emily), 8

A.S. (Alice), 6

E.E. (Ellen), 5

l(riving), 1

Adam Moore, 24 laborer personal estate $80

1865 US Census

Henry W., 42 farmer (no value listed for framed house, no value for Shook)

Elizabeth, 27

William, 14

Elmer, 12

Alice, 11

Ellen, 8

Irving, 6

Elmer, 3

Carrie, 1
Henry W. Coon was the oldest son of John H. Coon, a farmer in Upper Red Hook (East
Kerley’s). In 1860, John H. Coon’s real estate was worth $16960 and personal estate of
$8210. John H. Coon died 21 September 1867.

HOUSE BUILT IN 1868

1870 US Census

Henry W. Coon, 46 farmer real estate $25000 personal estate 3000
(Shook, formerly Cramer, is $6500 with personal estate of 3000.)

Elizabeth, 38

William H., 20

Emily, 17

Alice, 16

Ellen, 14

Irving, 11

Elmer, 9



Cordelia, 7 (Carrie)
Alonzo, 2 (Alvin)
1875 US Census
Henry W. Coon, 51 farmer real estate value $3500 (Shook real estate is $800)
Elizabeth, 44
Emily, 22

Ellen, 17

Irving, 15

Elmer, 13

Carrie C., 10
Alvin, 6

1880 US Census
Henry W., 57
Elizabeth, 49
Emily, 25

Irving, 20

Elmer, 18

Carrie, 16

Alvin, 11

children William H.
Emily J.
Alice S. m. Henry Weaver
Ellen E. m. William Thorn
Irving
Elmer
Carrie C.
Alvin H. (31 Jul. 1868- 4 Dec. 1943)

“Henry W. Coon, of the town of Red Hook, Dutchess Co., had several sheep bitten by dogs
on Tuesday evening. The flock of sheep in their effort to escape from the dogs, ran up the
railroad track just as the gravel train was coming down, and six of them were run over
and killed by the cars.” -The Saugerties Telegraph 8 June 1876

“SUDDEN DEATH- Henry W. Coon died at his residence in Red Hook on Friday last. The
Rhinebeck Gazette says, that morning he seemed as well as usual when he arose and
dressed, partook of his breakfast with a hearty appetite and had no warning of
approaching dissolution until 10 o’clock. He only lived ten minutes after the attack.”

- Red Hook Journal 8 January 1883
Will of Henry W. Coon”....and that to each of his sons who remained at home and assisted
in the labor and management of his land there should be paid one hundred dollars per
year as a compensation for their services from the time they respectively attained the
age of twenty one years and to each of his daughters who remained at home and assisted
in the care, labor and management of his household, there should be paid fifty dollars per



year as compensation for their services from the time they respectively attained the age
of twenty one years” (see attached inventory of homestead farm, Staats farm, and
Coopernail farm)

“Mrs. Elizabeth Phillips Coon, wife of the late Henry W. Coon of Red Hook, died after an
illness of only a day at her home in that village Thursday morning at eight o’clock. Mrs.
Coon was the mother of Elmer Coon and Mrs. William H. Thorn of this place. Her funeral
will take place from her late residence in the town of Red Hook at ten o’clock this
morning. The interment will be in the Lutheran cemetery in Red Hook village. She was
a woman well known and well liked in the town in which she lived, and she will be greatly
migssed by all who knew her.” -Rhinebeck Gazette 17 Sept. 1893

“Irving Coon, Executor, will sell at auction on the homestead farm of the late Henry W.
Coon, east of this village, March 21st, at 10 a.m., 4 horses, 1 yoke of oxen, 15 cows, 5
heifers, 1 bull, 4 hogs, fowls, wagons, sleighs, harnesses, and a general variety of farming
utensils. Also hay, straw, corn and oats.” -Red Hook Journal 17 March 1893
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Kuhn/ Coon Family Tree

1. Johan Jacob Kuhn b. 1675 m. Maria Elizabeth ?

2. Henirch Kuhn b. 1708-1712 d. 1796 m. Anna Gertraut Flackenberg b. 1 Aug. 1711 at West
Camp married circa 1734

3. Wilhelm Kuhn(c.1752- 13 May 1813) m. Elizabeth ? (c. 1754- 21 April 1772?)

4. Henrich W. Kuhn (18 July 1773- 15 July 1851) m. Maria Minkler (1773- 15 July 1853)
daughter of Jacob Minkler and Catherine Kuhn married circa 1793

5. John H. Coon (22 October 1796- 21 September 1867) m. Margaret Miller (1800- 28 February
1868) married 16 November 1817

6. Henry W. Coon (1 November 1823- 5 January 1883) m. Elizabeth Philips (26 October
1831-14 September 1892) daughter of Jacob Philips/Susanah Feller, granddaughter of
Philip Feller/Susanah Schafer- married 30 December 1847

children
William H.
Emily J.
Alice S.
Ellen E.
Irving
Elmer
Carrie C.
Alvin H.

7. Alvin H. Coon (31 July 1868- 4 December 1943) m. Frederica Christina Metzger
(9 December 1866- 24 September 1939) married 13 February 1889

children

Raymond

Carrie Ellen
Homer Adam
Frederica Elizabeth



Coon Family Portraits copied from the collection of Fredrica Rockefeller, grandaughter of Henry W.

Henry w&.gn::n bxzss;m 1823 Elisabeth Philips b. 26 Oct 1831

d. 14 Sept 1892

Henry W. Coon and Elizabeth Phillips
purchased EVF property in 1848.

John H. Coon b. 22 Oct 1796
d.21 Sept 1867

Henry W. Coon'’s father
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Mrs. Elizabeth Phillips Coon, wile of
the late Henry W. Coon of Red Hook,
died alter an illness of only a day at
her home in that village Thursday
morning at eight o'clock. Mrs. Coon
was the mother of Elmer Coon and Mrs.
William H. Thorn of this place. Her
funeral will take place from ber late
residence in the town of Red Hook at
ten o'clock this moming:  The inter-
m.ent will be in the Lutheran cemetery
in Ked Hook village. 5he was a
woman well known and well liked in the
town in which she ‘lived, and she will
be greatly missed by all who knew her.
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Irving Coon, as executor of the
estate of the late Eunqﬁ'.ﬂwn,]
will sell at apction st the farm oo
cupied by him, about & mile and a
hlfnnrﬂl-u-tﬂﬂ'ﬁurﬂﬁﬂn&,h
Feb. 14th, at 108 m., 1 horse, 16
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IRed Hook Couple
Plan for Ann@ersaw_

Eﬁth wﬂdding |
Dui_:e_ MNears

—— — s ———

{8pecial 13 The Evening Stai)

BHED HOOK~-Mr, ard Mrs, Alin
H., Coon wii celshrate thelr Bnh
wedding annlverzary on Monday at
thalr home I Morlh Broadway, this ¢
| vitlage. Mr. Coon, Lhe 3 :.ﬁ"nf
{nlee chitdren of Henrty W. Coon
and Ellzabelh FPhillllps ﬂmn RWAS
born in 1968 end was marrled to
Froderlca ©. Metzger, doaughler of
Adnm Melzzer and FPredétlca Hahn

Metzger, al the home of Lhe brlde, |
Eel, 13, 1E39. The ceromany was

performcd by the Rov, Samue] A.
VWelkert, then paster of 31, Paul's
Lutheran chidrch, :

Allsr thelr marclage, Mr, and Mre,
Coon lived on the farm abd birih-
placd of Mr, Coom [Or many vears,
In 1823, they moved to the village,
having purchazed the Hevenor
| home, ‘They reslded there for seven
| Yedrs when they sold thet properly
{16 Dr. L, Bdward Coltar, and budky
Lhelr prezent home on tRe kb ad-
Ioining the Cotter r.-n:rn-:rlr on Notth
Broadway.

Tha cauple hh‘l'-t fonr children,
Roymand A, Coon, Homer &, Coon,
WMis. Frederica Rockeleller l.n:l Mis,
Carrle Ellen Buarger,

Mr, ard M. Coony Wil weltome
'Tltn&l and relatives at 1helr Lome
| Monday night from T to m meloek
nl !n 1!. horne "




VI. ALVIN COON + FREDERICA CHRISTINA METZGER (9 Dec. 1866- 24 Sept. 1939) married
13 Feb. 1889

Children

Raymond A.

Homer A.

Frederica m. Rockefeller
Carrie Ellen m. Burger

1900 US CENSUS

Alvin H. Coon, 31...farmer...married 12 years
Frederica, 33

Raymond A., 7

Homer A., 5

Carrie, 35 ...Alvin’s sister

1910 US CENSUS

Alvin H. Coon, 41

Frederica C., 43

Raymond A., 16

Homer A., 15

Frederica E., 6

Alfred Olsen, 20...herdsman (from Denmark)

1915 US CENSUS

(The road is called “Sawkill Place")
Alvin H. Coon, 47... Farmer

Frederica, C, 48...housework
Raymond A., 22...farm labor

Homer A., 20...farm labor

Frederica E., 12...school

CarrieE. 5

Fred Smith, 27...servant (from Norway)

1920 US CENSUS

Alvin H. Coon, 51...farmer...employer

Frederica C., 52...housework...born in Bavaria (?)
Homer., 25...farm labor

Frederica E., 16...at school

Carrie Ellen, 9...at school

Walter E. Martin, 19...hired man...farm labor



1925 US CENSUS
The Coons live on North Broadway in the village.

“RED HOOK COUPLE PLAN FOR ANNIVERSARY- 50th WEDDING DATE NEARS- (Red
Hook) Mr and Mrs Alvin H. Coon will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on
Monday at their home on North Broadway, this village. Mr. Coon, the youngest of nine
children of Henry W. Coon and Elizabeth Phillips Coon, was born in 1868 and was
married to Frederica C. Metzger, daughter of Adam Metzger and Frederica Hahn
Metzger, at the home of the bride, Feb. 13, 1889. The ceremony was performed by the
Rev. Samuel A. Weikert, then pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran church. After their marriage,
Mr and Mrs Coon lived on the farm and birthplace of Mr. Coon for many years. In 1923
they moved to the village, having purchased the Hevenor home. They resided there for
seven years when they sold that property to Dr. L. Edward Cotter, and built their present
home on the lot adjoining the Cotter property on North Broadway. The couple have four
children, Raymond A. Coon, Homer A. Coon, Mrs. Frederica Rockefeller and Mrs. Carrie
Ellen Burger. Mr and Mrs Coon will welcome friends and relatives at their home Monday
night from 7 to 10 o’clock.” -Poughkeepsie Evening Star and Enterprise Feb. 1839

VIIl. BRADFORD KENNETH SOUTHARD was from Nassau County, Long Island. He was
unmarried when he purchased the farm from Alvin H. Coon in June 1923. His marriage license
lists his occupation as “farmer” when he married Almire F. Waring on September 1, 1923. It is
not clear why he sold the farm back to Coon in March of 1927, but the 1930 census has the
Southards living in the Bronx, where he manages a restaurant.
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VIil. ALVIN + FREDERICA CHRISTINA METZGER

IX. JOHN BERTRAM + BEATRICE L. SMITH from Mahopac, in Putnam County, purchased
the farm in January 1929.

1930 US CENSUS

John B. Smith, 48 Farmer ...... OWNS A RADIO
Beatrice L., 44

Dorothy E. 20 (later married Ralph Brenzel)
John B. Junior, 16

Alonzo, 14

Hazel M., 12

Ednal L,. 6

1940 US CENSUS

John B. Smith, 55 Farmer...home value 4000...income 2000

Beatrice, 54

Bertram Jr (John B.), 26 ...auto mechanic...1200

Hazel M., 22

Edna S., 16

Duncan Webster, 25...farm laborer from North Carolina who had been with the Smiths
for at least 5 years (relative?)

X. WILLARD + VIRGINIA TAYLOR KLOSE bought the property in 1943.
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- ECHO VALLEY FARM




Our family was getting older and my law practice
was improving to the point where it became possible to think
about exchanging our village environment for a house at the
farm. I had grown up on Echo Valley Farm, Red Hook, Dutchess
County, New York. My parents had bought the 100 acre place
in 1943 complete with dairy herd, farm implements, hired
mand and family. We had moved in in the spring of 1943 and have
owned it ever since.

In addition to the large white farmhouse, the farm in-
cludes a tremendous hay barn complex with basement milking parlor
(now sheep pens) and a two part outbuilding we always called the
"Carriage House'" and "Tractor Barn.'" It was Father's calculated
opinion the carriage house was the original dwelling unit on the
farm. Its sill dimensions seemed to coincide precisely with the
sill dimensions of the smaller part of the big house. He concluded
the carriage house had, at one point, rested on the foundation
upon which now sits the southwest portion of the farmhouse. He
further theorized the movement of the carriage house contemporaneous
with the building of the big house more than a century and a
quarter ago. It was his feeling the carriage house was moved to
form part of the barn yard to take its place amont the utilitarian
buildings of the farm for the storage of tractors, spray rigs,
and other farm equipment.

So it served from whenever in the 19th Century it
was moved, until the spring of 1977. All good things had caught
up with us and wife Elizabeth (Tibbie) and I decided renovation
of our gigantic church in the nearby Village of Tivoli, although
fun and challenging, was not the way we wanted to live. The

church (circa 1852) was lovely, but our three children needed the

farm, the trout streat, a horse. They needed to work with the

WOODY N. KLOSE e ATTORNEY AT LAW e 35 EAST MARKET STREET e RED HOOK, NEW YORK 12571




(2)

soil, hunt woodchucks, and turn back the clock to a more rural,
natural environment. So, we schemed and plotted the change.

My family gifted us with three acres across the
meadow from the farmhouse. We decided the carriage house should
live again as a dwelling on Echo Valley Farm. Having made the
decision, the next step was the design. A good f-iend and client,
Phillip Seymour, was the most successful contractor in the area.

I knew him to be honest, innovative and committed to the builders
art. He and we spent hours together in the late winter of 1977
getting an idea of what would happen if we were to re-cycle the
carriage house.

We measured the structure, inspected the beams,
considered the re-use of flooring and siding. We planned, laid
out mock floor plans on our own living room floor, and worried
about the cost. Our goal was to use as much of the existing
structure as we could. Eventually, for energy efficiency and
efficiency in general, we re-cycled in our new house only the
beams of the carriage house/tractor barn. The rest of the material
was used again in other ways and in other buildings on the farm.

The carriage house/tractor barn were, in actuality,
two separate and distinct buildings. The northern portion (carriage)
was that which apparently had served as a dwelling. The southern
portion (tractor) had apparently been tacked on later. The
interiors were most dissimilar. The northern portion .consisted
of rough hewn posts supporting finished ceiling beams with unique
beaded edges. In addition there were the remains of smooth
plastar walls, the remmants of mud and wattle insulation, a mantel
piece, partial wainscotting and door jamb, and paint. As a matter
of fact, the ceiling pattern of the carriage house later emerged

complete with proper dimension for and layout of a stairwell.
WOODY N. KLOSE & ATTORNEY AT LAW e 35 EAST MARKET STREET e RED HOOK, NEW YORK 12571




(3)

To the contrary, the tractor barn portion of the
building included hand hewn posts supporting hand hewn, unfinished
beams. There was absolutely no indication that structure had
ever been anything more than a shed.

We decided the northern portion, the original farm
dwelling if one accepts the premise, would be re-used exactly as
it existed and would serve as our living room/dining area. In
essence, the design of our new house was thus coﬁfined since we
had to build in relation to the existing dimensions of the
carriage house in order to use the ceiling beams. The tractor
barn portion could be enlarged or shrunk without problem.

Easter 1977, with pry bars, brothers, tractor with
bucket, a couple of hired boys, and assorted friends, we had a
barn razing. Orders were to preserve everything, up to and
including the hand made nails. Siding came down as carefully as
possible, to be re-used in a planned pole barn. Flooring,
where there was same, was carefully lifted from the underlying
beams. The tin roof and roof boards came down to be re-cycled
in another structure.

Wihtout injury to person or property, we had the barn
on the ground in two and a half days. All the beams and posts
had been marked and diagrammed for re-assembly. The site was then
raked for historic artifacts (none found), and Seymour was ready
to proceed with the re-creation of the space, using as much as we
deemed wise and efficient of the old building materials.

Trouble by the prospect of dormers on a rectangular
building (one of the designs we contemplated), we consulted a
local architect friend. He suggested orienting the southern

part of the new home on an east-west axis with southern exposure,
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and gable ends. This was to be the carriage house, re-created
with beamed downstairs ceilings. He then suggested forming a

T to the north with a northern gable end and the southern portion
of the roof tying into the ridgeline of the southern structure.
This solved the problem of dormers and gave each child a lofty
cathedral ceilinged bedroom.

Phil felt the use of the beams, rather than modern
materials would be balanced out in the cost because we owned the
beams. Had we not owned them, they would have been (a) impossible
to find and (b) prohibitively expensive.

In constructing the house, the interior downstairs
framing was done with conventional pre-cut eight foot one inch
studs. To get the height necessitated by use of the antique beaded
beams, each beam was shimmed to a uniform height above the plate,
the result was an eight foot eight inch height from floor to ceiling.
This added a feeling of additional spaciousness and gave a feeling
of a somewhat larger room. In order to further expand the building
potential, the foundation was laid twelve blocks high, rather
than the standard eleven. It is our intention to eventually use
a large portion of the basement for the children.

In an effort to conserve energy and make the house
as tight as possible, Phil created a wall composed of, from
inside out: % inch sheetrock; 3% inches of fibreglass insulation;
1 inch tongue and groove styrofoam insulation panels. The styrofoam
was tongued and grooved on all four sides, thus each section fit
snugly into its neighbor. The most important result of this type
of construction is its impact on the wind. As we all know,
especia-ly those of us who have grown up in older homes, wind

penetration will chill a dwelling as quickly as turning off the
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burner, even more quickly. OUr house was sheathed from top to
bottom in the styrofoam, in fact, it continues two feet below

the level of the ground. Since it is styrofoam, it is impervious
to moisture and almost every other assault of Mother Nature.

The way our exterior walls were constructed resulted in a factor
of R-11 for the 3% inches of fibreglass, and R-5.41 for the
sheathing.

Over the styrofoam we applied Masonite "Woodsman"',
the basic well-known hardboard product with an imitation weathered
wood face. The embossed rough clear texture gives a natural
appearance, and when painted with Olympic Overcoat, the effect is
indistinguishable from the look of the century old large red barn
standing some four hundred feet away across the meadow.

We shingled the dwelling with Johns Manvill "Tiberline",
a very expensive roofing material suggested not only for its antique
appearance, but also for its life expectancy.

Andersen perma shield narrowline windows were selected
for the house, then, to further improve the insulating qualities,
we added aluminum storms on the same unit. The result was triple
glazing, more effectively cutting wind penetration. This
particular Andersen unit parallels the old-fashioned flush wood
storm windown unit, with more than equal efficiency. Since one
has no control over the cost of fuels, the best answer is reducing
the need for it.

_In order to further maximize the efficiency of the
house, we kept the northern exposure to a minimum, ending with
three windows on the north, five on the west, and a similar number
on the east. At the same time we maximized our southern expsoure
by the installation of atwo eight foot sliding glass doors which

open on our re-cgcled Eatio ore on %hag in a big.
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We have found, half way through our first winter,
the heat from the sun low in the southern sky heats the main living
part of the house to a uniform 70 degrees on sunny days, in the high
60s on cloudy ones. The roof on the southern exposure is pitched
at 45 degrees and is waiting the installation of solar collectors
for our hot watér needs. This whole system has yet to be developed,
but the space is available on the 20 by 30 foot roof, as well as
between the interior knee wall and the exterior wall. That three
foot space will be used for plumbing.

As far as the hearing system is concerned, we have
a double team, one o0il burner and one Riteway wood furnace. The
system is automatically zoned with two separate thermostats,
one in the upstairs hall, one downstairs. We chose hot air for
when the solar heat warms the house, the o0il burner is not needed.
When it is subzero and dark, if the wood and fireplace warmth is
not sufficient, the o0il burner quickly raises the interior temperature.

With half the winter gone, we have burned about four
cords of wood and about one hundred fifty dollars worth of oil.
Last year we burned no wood in our church home and consumed some
seven hundred dollars worth of black gold. The farm requires
constant maintenance of the woodlots, so the wood we burn is
readily available.

Phil Seymour suggested and installed a ridge vent
for both sections of the house, coupled with continuous soffitt
vents which provide more positive air circulation above the
insulation. In the summer, the vents allow escape of hot air.
In the winter, the vents allow the air to keep moving. If it
stagnated, it would settle into the insulation and further reduce

the effectiveness of the house.
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Oh, the re-cycled patio. Years ago I worked as
a lifeguard at the only olympic sized pool in the area, if not
the county. Years passed, Community Service Society of New York,
which owned the poool and grounds, eased out of its operation in
Red Hook. Central Hudson Gas and Electric Corporation bought
the property for eventual use as a plant site.

The pool which served the people who were summer
visitors as part of the Community Service Society programs, was
surrounded by a flagstone patio. The stones, weighing well into
the hundreds of pounds each and measuring two feet by four feet,
four by four, and bigger, were laid in sand.

I offered to purchase the stones from Central Hudson
in the Spring of 1977. Surprisingly the offer was accepted and
for one hundred dollars I owned them all. By the time my friends
and I had moved the stones, we discovered we had almost 75 of
them. They popped right out of the sand, were loaded on Phil's
flatbed trailer, and transported to the farm. Some were 4 to 6
inches thick, none were under two inches thick. All are priceless
for they are not quarried in that way around here any more than
I know of. One old-timer told me they were the pre-WPA sidewalks
of Tivoli, New York, our village. In any event, the stones I
trod for three years as a life guard now repose on the southern
side of the house. Hopefully, they will be there for centuries.

In retrospect, we would have done nothing different.
We have had a fall and winter experience in the house which has
been wondrous. There is a special feeling, when the winds howl
and the snow blows, knowing the cellar is stocked with wood, the
candles don't flicker in the draft, for there is none, and the
house is tight and warm. The kids love it, the horse loves the

farm, as do dogs and shee;pL.AW Al Tg r%ght at Echo Valle&1Farm.
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PHOTOGRAPHS
WOODY N., ELIZABETH S. KLOSE
ECHO VALLEY FARM, RED HOOK

Carriage house (left), Tractor barn (right), Echo Valley Farm,
Easter, 1977, as razing began.

Same
Same

Interior of carriage house, with beaded beams. This view now
possible by looking at south end of house with sliding glass doors.

Mud and wattle wall of carriage house. Insulating material of old.
Removing floor boards from second story of tractor barn.
Preparation for lowering beaded beams of carriage house.

Remvoing grime, paint, etc., from beaded beam.

View from southwest toward house. Front door opening on west side.
West side of house with tongue in groove styrofoam insulation.

View of north end of partially finished house.

View of east wall of house. Note pitch of roof plus skylights.
View to the north from the cornfield.

Unfinished living room with beaded beams in place.

View of southern exposure of house with re-cycled patio visible.

View from the south with the house inhabited, eight inches of
snow, and hungry friends.

Kitchen with General Electric dishwasher. Floor is red brick-
like. Counters are red, walls white, beams and cabinets brown.

Kitchen with General Electric refrigerator and stove. Same
color scheme as above.

NOTE: Additional demolition, construction, and interior photos of

finished house are availble.
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HOUSE OF WOODY N., ELIZABETH S. KLOSE
ECHO VALLEY FARM
RED HOOK, NEW YORK

Ice Box, model number TBF 18 CVC -- almond in color, with ice maker.

Stove, model number J HP 6 7G OV3AD - almond with self clean oven,
large oven below, small above.

Dishwasher, model number GSD 970 01 -- almond in.color
Washing machine, model number WWA8320VAL - WH
Dryer, model number DDE 6200P JL WH
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OFFILE OF PARkg

FOR QFFICE USE ONLY
BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM

%, NYS OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION UNIQUE SITE NO.
& HISTORIC PRESERVATION QUAD

3
5
%
=
H

¢ DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION SERIES
wewvomsiare 5 (518) 474-0479 NEG. NO,
YOUR NAME:_ Diane Levitt DATE: 6/15/87

15 Conklin Street
YOUR ADDRESS: New Hamburg, NY 12560 TELEPHONE: (914) 297-3142

ORGANIZATION {if any): Dutchess County Historical Society

* ook & ok ok ok ok Rk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok % kK ok o o ok R % ok ok F Ok ok % K K

IDENTIFICATION

1. BUILDING NAME(S): Echo Vallevy Farm

2. COUNTY: Dutchess TOWN/CITY: __Red Hook VILLAGE:

3. STREET LOCATION: Echo Valley Road

4, OWNERSHIP:  a. public (3 b. private %]

5. PRESENT OWNER: Willard Close ADDRESS:

6. USE: Original: Resldence Present: Residence

7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from pubtic road: Yes®J — No [J

Interior accessible: Explain

DESCRIPTION
8. BUILDING a. clapboard¥l  b. stone [ ¢. brick [J  d. board and batten [
MATERIAL: e. cobblestone L] £ shingles [ g stucco [ other:

9. STRUCTURAL a. wood frame with interlocking joints [
SYSTEM: b. wood frame with light members kI
(if known) ¢. masonry load bearing walls [J
d.

metal (explain)

. e. other._
10. CONDITION: o, excellent &l b. good ] ¢. fair [J d. deteriorated [}
1. INTEGRITY:  a. original site [x) b. moved (] if so,when?

c. list major alterations and dates (if known):

(¥5)

12. PHOTO: 13. MAP:
161
162
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i4. THREATS TO BUILDING: a.noneknown (  b.zoning[J  c. roads []
d. developers L] e. deterioration [J
f. other:
i5. RELATED QUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY:
a. barn (5} b. carriage house [J ¢, garage [
d. privy L] e. shed [} f. greenhouse [J
g. shop [} h. gardens [}
i. landscape features:some original plantings
1 other: fence
6. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING:  (check more than one if necessary):
a. open land &) b. woodland [[J
¢. scattered buildings (]
d. densely built-up [] e. commercial []
f.industrial [ g. residential (]
h. other:

17, INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
{Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)

Structure lies on a farm road and is surrounded by open farmland
except for a modern house several hundred feet away.

18, OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):
2% story/3 bay/cross gabled slate roof with denticulated cornice/entry
with large denticulated cornice and round arch sidelights/veranda/bay
window/2-2 sash windows/paired sash windows with decorative
wood panels/gable wing with frieze windows/veranda stone foundation/
rear stone wing '

SIGNIFICANCE
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: 1867

- ARCHITECT:

BUILDER:

290.  HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:

Barn: shiplap siding/tin roof/ashlar foundation

21.  SOURCES:

22. THEME:






Echo Valley Farm, so named for the effect created by yelling children, has been in the Klose
family for nearly 75 years. With great respect and affection, | turn this volume over to them to
add their stories and histories.



