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Chain of Title 

1943-> present    
  Willard and Virginia Klose to Klose family 

1929-43 John B.  and Beatrice Smith 

1927- 29 Alvin H. Coon and Frederica Metzger 

1923- 27  Bradford K. and Almira Southard 

1893- 1923 Alvin H. Coon and Frederica Metzger 

1848- 93 Henry W. Coon and Elizabeth Philips 

1846-48 Jacob H. Myers and Christina (with grain) 

sells 1846 Nicholas D. Pulver and Mary “Polly” Shoemaker (no grain) 

d. 1848 David Pulver and Catherine Simmons  

d. 1793 Henrich Pulver and Anna Valentine Shaffer 

pre-1775 Michael Wendell Pulver and Anna Catherine Mohr



DEEDS AND MORTGAGES 

4/17/1943 
3/27/1943  John B. Smith to Willard and Virginia Taylor Klose $21,500 

1/3/1929     Alvin Coon and wife to John B. Smith 492:190 
  
3/1/1927 Bradford K. Southard to Alvin H. Coon 

6/15/1923     Alvin H. Coon to Bradford K. Southard (subject to assumption of    
Federal Land Bank of Springfield mortgage that persisted until the Klose sale.) 

5/13/1893  Coon siblings to Alvin H. Coon (including the two Staats lots from 1865) 
  269:53  $6750 

4/19/1872  The Rhinebeck and Connecticut Rail Road acquires land from Henry W. Coon 
and Elizabeth, and from Henry Beekman Armstrong - beginning at a point on the division line 
between William Cramer & Aaron Shook (now Aaron Shook & Catherine M. Shook) and lands 
of Henry W. Coon, EAST 1558 feet 66 feet in width, to a point in the division line between 
Henry W. Coon and Edgar L. Traver.  2 36/100 acres.  

5/1/1865  Henry and Christina Staats to Henry W. Coon  $8150 
  Two pieces of land  
  1) bound west by Christian Fero 
  then Valentine Post (now Michael Crockwell), Jacob Shoemaker, George and  
  Frederick Cramer (now Jane Fisk), Christian Allendorf (now George Thompson),   
  south side of Salisbury Road (199?), Frederick Cramer (now Jane Fisk), Gotlob  
  Martin (now Edward Martin), Jonas Simmons (now Edgar L. Traver) 
  143 Acres 29 perches EXCEPT for 27 acres sold to William and Coonradt   
  Cramer (at the west side of the farm) by Catherine and Rebecca Shufeldt in 1829 
  (42:365) 
  same piece sold to Shufeldts by John Lown, jr. and Elizabeth along with lease  
  from Henry Beekman to David Lown 5/1/1736 for part of above premises, Henry 
  Beekman to Resina Lown 8/19/1769, and Gen. Armstrong to David Lown, jr.  
  5/1/1800 
  2 ) sold to Staats in 1829 by Cath.& Rebecca Shufeldt 12 3/4 acres 2 perches 
  (same piece sold to Shufeldts 11/14/1827 by Nicholas D. & Maria (Shoemaker),  
  and Henry & Ann (Simmons) Pulver) 
  bound west by Jane Fisk (the former Poor Farm)  
  west and south by General John Armstrong and Valentine Post 
  east by Valentine Post 
  north by parcel 1 



  SUBJECT TO 1800 lease terms of Beekman to David Lown and John Lown,jr 
  SEE 1867 MAP 

4/20/1849   Henry W. Coon and John H. Coon, jr. borrow $5,000 at 6.5% from Peter G.  
  Sharp of Kingston putting up $10,000 against the farm as collateral. 

3/19/1848  Jacob H. Myers to Henry W. Coon (Elizabeth Philips) 
  87:224 
  
5/18/1846 Nicholas D. Pulver to Jacob H. Myers (Christina) 
  83:603 

5/16/1846  Jacob H. Myers borrows $1845 from Nicholas D. Pulver, putting up $3690  
  against the farm as collateral 

1843   Nicholas D. Pulver borrows from Court DuBois 

1839  David Pulver to  son Nicholas D. Pulver (Mary “Polly” Shoemaker)  
  $8000 

  David Pulver (1769-1848) m. Catherine Simmons (d. 1836) 

  Captain Heinrich Pulver (1738-1780ish) m. Ann Valentine Schaffer 

  Michael Wendell Pulver (1704-1775) m. Anna Catherine Mohr



EARLY SETTLEMENT AND  BURIAL GROUND 
Clara Losee corresponded with James L. Teator in 1977.  His father, Frank L. Teator had owned 
the frame and stone house (Kramer/Cramer/Aaron Shook) across the creek from the Echo 
Valley dutch barn.  He said that the original stone house was built by brothers F.R. and E.K. 
Kramer in 1794 and consisted of one room with two rooms upstairs.  In 1801 one additional 
stone room was added and several of frame construction with wattle and daub infill.  Frank L. 
Teator tore the house down himself in 1920 as it had fallen into disrepair.  He found two date 
stones in the process.  The date stones were placed in the foundation on the west side of the 
new house built by Teator.  He didn’t know anything about the burial ground, and didn’t have 
pictures of the stone house BUT Clara Loses apparently sent him one. 

A 1 September 1899 Red Hook Journal article by General John Watts dePeyster talks about 
the Kramer house and burial ground.  “The burial ground is in the corner of a farm lot—where 
the figures 376 appear on the map of the Township of Red Hook, N.Y., F.W. Beers, N.Y. 1867—
alongside the road leading east from the old stone farm house now known as that of Aaron 
Shook, which stands on the west shore of the Saw Kill stream, near the old bridge crossing 
it….The oldest date we found was H.M. Anna 1736…the latest 1792…There are about 15 or 20 
graves more or less distinctly visible, some have headstones and foot stones, some only a 
headstone, some no stones at all…The Kramer house must have been built before the burial 
ground was first used and therefore earlier than 1736…” 

Woody Klose wrote to the University of the State of New York Education Department in 1977 
looking for information on the gravestones.  Charles Gehring in Manuscripts and Special 
Collections said that the inscriptions are in German.  John L. Scherer, Associate Curator- History 
said that they appear to be Dutch.

































Who is buried in the field on the north side of Echo Valley Road is not clear.   

In about 1725, Henry Beekman acquired the southern third of the Schuyler Patent.  He began 
renting unsurveyed parcels of land immediately, and kept detailed account books.  Many of the 
names in the ledgers are on the first labeled maps in 1850.   

A reasonable assumption would be that the gravestones are for the early Beekman tenants- the 
time frame is consistent, burials commencing in the 1730s-  but there was no church. The 34 
Palatine refugee families who settled at the Rhinebeck Flatts had a union church of Lutheran 
and Reformed congregations from 1715 to 1729, when the precursor to the Stone Church was 
built. There was a church and burying ground about three miles away, why were these people 
buried here? 

Based on the date stone in the basement of the main house at Echo Valley Farm, which 
certainly came from a more modest structrure on the property.  “MP CP 1745” is almost 
certainly Michael Wendell Pulver.



 a page from Beekman’s ledger





Michael Pulver?!



datestone in the basement of the Cramer/Shook/Teator house- “ICF 1762” a relative of David Fierre?



datestone in the basement of the 1868 Echo Valley Farm house “MP CP 1745”







I. MICHAEL WENDELL PULVER was born in Rengsdorf, Neuwied, Wied, Rheinland-
Pfalz, in 1705 emigrating from the Palatinate region of what is now Germany, by way of 
England, with his parents- Johan Wendell Pulver and Anna Catherine Busch (Boos)- and 
younger brothers- Pieter and Jacob.  The family settled at Hunterstown, the southernmost 
Palatine camp in what is now Germantown. There his siblings Conradt and Anna Margareta 
were born.  The family remained there until at least 1717. 

Michael Wendell Pulver was naturalized in 1715.  
In 1723, Wendell Pulver (Michael’s father) pays 8 pounds 8 pence as a Rhinebeck taxpayer 
   Simon Kool (Cole) pays 5 pounds 5 pence 
   Jury Shaver (Shaffer) pays 5 pounds 5 pence 

Michael Wendell Pulver is listed as a freeholder and paid taxes in Rhinebeck in 1733 and 1740 
(as did his father Wendell). 

Prior to 1734, he married ANNA CATHERINE MOHR (born 1711), daughter of Heinrich 
Matthias Mohr and Anna Margareta Stahl- also Palatine emigres.  Heinrich Matthias Mohr was 
already living on Beekman land in 1717.  His brother Philip Wilhelm Mohr likely built the “Philip 
Heinrich Mohr” house on River Road, north of the Barrytown four-corners. 

 Children 
 Jacob (1734-1799) twins? 
 Anna Catherine (1734-1816) m. Johannes Zufeldt (Shufelt) died in Claverack 
 Anna Margareta (1736-) Frederick Berger & Margareta Zufeldt 
 Henrich (1738- 1793) m. Ann Valentine Shaffer (1737-)  Heinrich Staal & Gertraud Pulver 
 Johannes (1740- 1790) died in Claverack Johannes Riesdorf & Lisabeth Demoit  
 Maria (1742- 1942) m. Philip Vooland Johannis Englebrecht & Maria Moor 
 Wendell (1744-) 
 Petrus (1746-) m. Anna Marie Lown - her parents are Johan George and Resina  
  (his baptism witnesses were uncle Pieter Pulver & Susannah From) 
 Zacharias (1748-) Zacharias Schmidt & Anna Maria Benderin 
 Phillipus (1751-) Heinrich Moor & Engel Diederich 
 Elizabeth (1753- 1792)  
  
II.  HENRICH PULVER married ANN VALENTINE SHAFFER (1737-) on 16 May 1758  
He served as the 2nd Lieutenant and Captain of the 9th Company, 10th Regiment of Levies 
and Albany County Militia of New York, in the Revolutionary War. 
  
 1790 US Census Henry Pulver’s household consists of 2 white males over 16 (Henry and  
 son David), 4 white females (Ann and daughters- Margaret, Catherine, and Hannah),  
 and 3 slaves 
  



The initials HP were (according to Woody’s transcription) carved into a beam in the old carriage 
barn, presumed to be the original dwelling on the property. 

III.  DAVID PULVER (1769- 1848) married ELIZABETH SIMMONS (1767- 1840) in 1787, 
Henrich seems to have died around 1793, leaving the farm to his son David.  
Her parents are Wilhelm Simon and Magdalena Stickle Both are buried at St. Peter’s (stone 
church) Rhinebeck  
 Children 
 Henry (1791-) m. Anna Maria Simmons  
 Petrus (1793-) m. Maria Teeter 
 Zacharias (1793-) m. Catherine Teeter (twins marrying sisters) 
 Nicholas D. (1798-1872) m. Mary “Polly” Shoemaker moved to URH around 1846 
 Hannah (1799-) m. William Fradenburgh 
 Margaretha (1802-) m. John Witherwax 
 Elisabeth (1804-) 
 Susannah (1808-) 

 RHINEBECK TAX LISTS 1799-1803 
 YEAR  REAL ESTATE  PERSONAL PROPERTY  TAX PAID 
 1799  $1900   $966    $2.06 
 1800    2190     388      4.51 
 1801    2100     200      2.03 
 1802    1300       50       3.16 
 1803    2000     150      1.82 
  Question: Did David Pulver have to mortgage some of his land in 1802? 

 1800 US Census  
 4 males under 10 sons  Henry, Petrus, Nicholas, ? 
 2 males 26-44   David 
 1 female under 10 daughter Hannah 
 1 female under 45    Elizabeth 
 2 slaves 
 1810 US Census 
 1 male under 10  ? 
 1 male 10-15  Nicholas 
 3 males 16-25   Petrus, Henry, ? 
 1 male 26-44  David 
 2 females under 10   Susannah, Elizabeth 
 2 females 10-15  Margaret ?, Hannah 
 1 female 26-44 Elizabeth 
 1820 US Census 
 1 male 16-25  Nicholas 
 2 males 26-44   Petrus, Henry 



 1 male over 45 David 
 1 female 10-15 Susannah 
 1 female 16-25 Margaret or Elizabeth 
 1 female over 45 Elizabeth 
 1830 US Census 
 1 male 5-9   
 1 male 10-15 
 2 males 30-39  Nicholas and Petrus or Henry 
 1 male 60-69  David 
 2 females 20-29  
 1 female 60-69 Elizabeth 
 1840 US Census - Nicholas D. Pulver is the head of household although his father still  
 owns the property 
 1 male under 5  David N. 
 1 male 15-19  ? 
 1 male 40-49  Nicholas D.  
 1 male 70-79  David (father) 
 1 female under 5 Emma Jane 
 1 female 5-9  Imogene  
 1 female 10-14 Elizabeth 
 1 female 15-19 Margaret? 
 1 female 40-49 Mary 
 1 female 60-69 Elizabeth (mother) 

On 1 May 1846, his son Nicholas D. Pulver gave a bond to Jacob H. Myers 
On 16 May 1846 Nicholas D. Pulver sold the farm to Jacob H. Myers for $6471.27, reserving 
the winter grain now growing on the said premises with the right to enter cut gather and carry 
away the same   

David Pulver is described in the 1897 J.H. Beers Commemorative Biographical Record of the 
Counties of Dutchess and Putnam as, “a substantial citizen, influential in local matters, and 
prosperous in business.  In addition to farming, he engaged largely in the breeding of running 
horses.” He died on 23 April 1848 (had he been living in his son Henry’s house across from 
Philip Fraleigh’s)  

JACOB H. MYERS (1787-1865) m. CHRISTINA DANERLY (1794-1878) 
Jacob H. Myers was born in Red Hook (then Rhinebeck), their children were Jacob Henry, Jane, 
and Helen.   
On 1 May 1848, Jacob H. Myers sold the property  (current 102 acre description) to Henry W. 
Coon for $6575 together with the grain growing on said premises-also the rye straw on the 
mow overhead and on the east side of the barn and all the manure on the premises…subject 
to three mortgages- two to Court DuBois, one to William H. Elton. 



In 1850, Jacob H., Christina, and daughters Helen and Jane were living on a farm that they 
owned in Milan. 
Jacob H. Myers is buried at St. Paul’s cemetery in Red Hook



V. HENRY (Henrich) W. COON (1 Nov. 1823- 5 Jan. 1883) +Elizabeth Philips (26 Oct. 1831- 
14 Sept. 1892 

 1850 US Census 
 Henry W. Coon, 27   value of real estate $6500 (Wm. Cramer’s farm is $7904) 
 Elizabeth (Philips) Coon, 19 
 William Henry, 5/12 
 Catherine Philips, 12 (Elizabeth’s sister?) 
 Adam Moore, 14 (? He attended school within the year) 
 1860 US Census 
 Henry W. Coon, 36 farmer real estate $9180 personal estate 1140 
 E(lizabeth), 28 
 W.H. (William), 10 
 E.J. (Emily), 8 
 A.S. (Alice), 6 
 E.E. (Ellen), 5 
 I(riving), 1 
 Adam Moore, 24 laborer  personal estate $80 
 1865 US Census 
 Henry W., 42  farmer (no value listed for framed house, no value for Shook) 
 Elizabeth, 27 
 William, 14 
 Elmer, 12 
 Alice, 11 
 Ellen, 8 
 Irving, 6 
 Elmer, 3 
 Carrie, 1 
Henry W. Coon was the oldest son of John H. Coon, a farmer in Upper Red Hook (East 
Kerley’s). In 1860, John H. Coon’s real estate was worth $16960 and personal estate of 
$8210.  John H. Coon died 21 September 1867. 

HOUSE BUILT IN 1868 
 1870 US Census 
 Henry W. Coon, 46 farmer  real estate $25000 personal estate 3000  
  (Shook, formerly Cramer, is $6500 with personal estate of 3000.) 
 Elizabeth, 38 
 William H., 20 
 Emily, 17 
 Alice, 16 
 Ellen, 14 
 Irving, 11 
 Elmer, 9 



 Cordelia, 7 (Carrie) 
 Alonzo, 2 (Alvin) 
 1875 US Census 
 Henry W. Coon, 51  farmer real estate value $3500 (Shook real estate is $800) 
 Elizabeth, 44 
 Emily, 22 
 Ellen, 17 
 Irving, 15 
 Elmer, 13 
 Carrie C., 10 
 Alvin, 6 
 1880 US Census 
 Henry W., 57 
 Elizabeth, 49 
 Emily, 25 
 Irving, 20 
 Elmer, 18 
 Carrie, 16 
 Alvin, 11 

 children William H.  
   Emily J.  
   Alice S. m. Henry Weaver 
   Ellen E. m. William Thorn 
   Irving 
   Elmer 
   Carrie C.  
   Alvin H. (31 Jul. 1868- 4 Dec. 1943) 

“Henry W. Coon, of the town of Red Hook, Dutchess Co., had several sheep bitten by dogs 
on Tuesday evening.  The flock of sheep in their effort to escape from the dogs, ran up the 
railroad track just as the gravel train was coming down, and six of them were run over 
and killed by the cars.”  -The Saugerties Telegraph 8 June 1876 

“SUDDEN DEATH- Henry W. Coon died at his residence in Red Hook on Friday last.  The 
Rhinebeck Gazette says, that morning he seemed as well as usual when he arose and 
dressed, partook of his breakfast with a hearty appetite and had no warning of 
approaching dissolution until 10 o’clock.  He only lived ten minutes after the attack.” 
	 - Red Hook Journal 8 January 1883 
Will of Henry W. Coon”….and that to each of his sons who remained at home and assisted 
in the labor and management of his land there should be paid one hundred dollars per 
year as a compensation for their services from the time they respectively attained the 
age of twenty one years and to each of his daughters who remained at home and assisted 
in the care, labor and management of his household, there should be paid fifty dollars per 



year as compensation for their services from the time they respectively attained the age 
of twenty one years” (see attached inventory of homestead farm, Staats farm, and 
Coopernail farm) 

“Mrs. Elizabeth Phillips Coon, wife of the late Henry W. Coon of Red Hook, died after an 
illness of only a day at her home in that village Thursday morning at eight o’clock.  Mrs. 
Coon was the mother of Elmer Coon and Mrs. William H. Thorn of this place.  Her funeral 
will take place from her late residence in the town of Red Hook at ten o’clock this 
morning.  The interment will be in the Lutheran cemetery in Red Hook village.  She was 
a woman well known and well liked in the town in which she lived, and she will be greatly 
missed by all who knew her.”  -Rhinebeck Gazette 17 Sept. 1893 

“Irving Coon, Executor, will sell at auction on the homestead farm of the late Henry W. 
Coon, east of this village, March 21st, at 10 a.m., 4 horses, 1 yoke of oxen, 15 cows, 5 
heifers, 1 bull, 4 hogs, fowls, wagons, sleighs, harnesses, and a general variety of farming 
utensils. Also hay, straw, corn and oats.”  -Red Hook Journal 17 March 1893 



























  

VI. ALVIN COON + FREDERICA CHRISTINA METZGER (9 Dec. 1866- 24 Sept. 1939) married 
13 Feb. 1889 

Children 
Raymond A.  
Homer A.  
Frederica m. Rockefeller 
Carrie Ellen m. Burger 
  
 1900 US CENSUS 
	 Alvin H. Coon, 31…farmer…married 12 years 
 Frederica, 33 
 Raymond A., 7 
 Homer A., 5 
 Carrie, 35 …Alvin’s sister 

 1910 US CENSUS 
 Alvin H. Coon, 41 
 Frederica C., 43 
 Raymond A., 16 
 Homer A., 15 
 Frederica E., 6 
  Alfred Olsen, 20…herdsman (from Denmark) 

 1915 US CENSUS 
 (The road is called “Sawkill Place”) 
 Alvin H. Coon, 47… Farmer 
 Frederica, C, 48…housework 
 Raymond A., 22…farm labor 
 Homer A., 20…farm labor 
 Frederica E., 12…school 
 Carrie E. 5 
 Fred Smith, 27…servant (from Norway) 

 1920 US CENSUS 
 Alvin H. Coon, 51…farmer…employer 
 Frederica C., 52…housework…born in Bavaria (?) 
 Homer., 25…farm labor 
 Frederica E., 16…at school 
 Carrie Ellen, 9…at school 
 Walter E. Martin, 19…hired man…farm labor 



  
 1925 US CENSUS 
 The Coons live on North Broadway in the village. 

“RED HOOK COUPLE PLAN FOR ANNIVERSARY- 50th WEDDING DATE NEARS- (Red 
Hook) Mr and Mrs Alvin H. Coon will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on 
Monday at their home on North Broadway, this village.  Mr. Coon, the youngest of nine 
children of Henry W. Coon and Elizabeth Phillips Coon, was born in 1868 and was 
married to Frederica C. Metzger, daughter of Adam Metzger and Frederica Hahn 
Metzger, at the home of the bride, Feb. 13, 1889.  The ceremony was performed by the 
Rev. Samuel A. Weikert, then pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran church.  After their marriage, 
Mr and Mrs Coon lived on the farm and birthplace of Mr. Coon for many years.  In 1923 
they moved to the village, having purchased the Hevenor home.  They resided there for 
seven years when they sold that property to Dr. L. Edward Cotter, and built their present 
home on the lot adjoining the Cotter property on North Broadway.  The couple have four 
children, Raymond A. Coon, Homer A. Coon, Mrs. Frederica Rockefeller and Mrs. Carrie 
Ellen Burger.  Mr and Mrs Coon will welcome friends and relatives at their home Monday 
night from 7 to 10 o’clock.” -Poughkeepsie Evening Star and Enterprise  Feb. 1839 

VII. BRADFORD KENNETH SOUTHARD was from Nassau County, Long Island.  He was 
unmarried when he purchased the farm from Alvin H. Coon in June 1923.  His marriage license 
lists his occupation as “farmer” when he married Almire F. Waring  on September 1, 1923.  It is 
not clear why he sold the farm back to Coon in March of 1927, but the 1930 census has the 
Southards living in the Bronx, where he manages a restaurant. 





VIII. ALVIN +  FREDERICA CHRISTINA METZGER 

IX. JOHN BERTRAM  + BEATRICE L. SMITH from Mahopac, in Putnam County, purchased 
the farm in January 1929. 
  
 1930 US CENSUS  
 John B. Smith, 48  Farmer ……OWNS A RADIO 
 Beatrice L., 44 
 Dorothy E. 20   (later married Ralph Brenzel) 
 John B. Junior, 16 
 Alonzo, 14 
 Hazel M., 12 
 Ednal L,. 6 

 1940 US CENSUS 
 John B. Smith, 55 Farmer…home value 4000…income 2000 
 Beatrice, 54 
 Bertram Jr (John B.), 26 …auto mechanic…1200 
 Hazel M., 22 
 Edna S., 16 
 Duncan Webster, 25…farm laborer from North Carolina who had been with the Smiths  
 for at least 5 years (relative?) 

X.  WILLARD + VIRGINIA TAYLOR KLOSE bought the property in 1943. 













































































































Echo Valley Farm, so named for the effect created by yelling children, has been in the Klose 
family for nearly 75 years.  With great respect and affection, I turn this volume over to them to 
add their stories and histories.


