
November 26, 1990 

Mrs. E. K. Thompson 
58 Buckingham Ave. 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12601 
Dear Mrs. Thompson, 

Please excuse my lateness in responding to your letter 

dated May 25th, 1990 regarding the name "Maizeland". I'm not 

sure how the name changed over time, but they seem to be used 

equally in recent times. 

I have shown your original letter to the present owners 

of this property. You may want to correspond with them in the 

future: Sharon and David Hessney 
P.O. Box 477 or 191 St. John's Place 

Red Hook, New York 12571 Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217 

759-3112 

The Village Historian, Rosemary Coons and Town Historian, 
Winty Aldrich, have toured the inside of Maizeland. They 
noted that all the changes can be undone and are sensitive to 
the history of the house. 

The Hbssney's have been generous in allowing the public 
to view their house on two different occassions: the 175th 
Anniversary of the Town of Red Hook and a 1990 house tour 
fundraiser for the Northern Dutchess Day Care Center. 

We truly appreciate your written reminiscences of Red 
Hook. If you are available for an oral history interview, one 
of our members can capture all those fond memories on tape. 
You can contact: Rev. Roger Leonard 

RD 1 Box 47 
Red Hook, N.Y. 12571 
758-1180 

If transportation is a problem, I could pick you up and drop 
you off. 

Thank you again for your concern. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Keeling 
President 758-9279 

P.S. 
For your information: the articles in the local papers about 
the proposed roadway were instrumental in a ballot defeat. 
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Red Hook 175th Anniversary Committee members pose in 
front of Maizefield. Sitting are Herbert Elsmore, 
representing the Red Hook school and Linda Keeling, 
historical society president. Standing, left to right, are 
Rosemary Coons, village historian; the Rev. Roger 
Leonard of St. John's Reformed Church, a local 

Di)c.,v4A 3o, qg Gal,ktk 

historian; Joseph Cherney, town councilman; Elmore 
Fraleigh, whose ancestors began farming in Red Hook in 
1798; Robert Bielenberg, artistic director; Leocadia Kitt-
ner, coordinator; and J. Winthrop Aldrich, town 
historian. (photo by Clare O'Neill Carr) 
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