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Charles Monroe Otis
1841–1904
Lorinda “Linnie” Sweet
1845–1917
Old Red Church Cemetery, Tivoli
Granite monument surrounded by footstones and a 
wrought iron fence, southwest of the church, north-
west of an intersection of access roadway.

Brothers Charles and William Otis are both 
buried in this cemetery and have impressive gran-
ite monuments. See the separate entry for more 
information about William. Charles Monroe Otis 
was born in Chester, Massachusetts, the son of Quartus Otis and Eunice Palmer. 

He enlisted in Company E of the Massachusetts 10th infantry regiment in 1861 and served for the du-
ration of the war. In between tours, he found time to marry Lorinda “Linnie” Sweet in 1863 in Huntington, 
MA. His brother William married Linnie’s sister, Sarah. At the time of his marriage, Charles’ occupation 
was listed as mechanic. They would have eight children, five of which would live to adulthood, May L. who 
married J. Charles Greff, Charles M. Jr. who married Harriet Quimby, Arthur H. who married Celeste Botill-
er, Eunice P, and Sadie L. Otis. May, Sadie, and Eunice were all members of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution under their ancestor, James Otis.

Charles and his brother both made the move from Massachusetts to Tivoli in the 1870s, following 
their uncle, Watson D. Otis, a Divisional Superintendent of the New York Central Railroad and later a 
long-serving president of the Village of Tivoli. Charles probably arrived in Dutchess county between 1875 
and 1879 when his son Charles M. Jr. was born in New York State. 

Though Charles was a mechanic during the time of the Civil War, his occupation would change over 
the course of his life. In 1870, living with his young family in Huntington, MA, he was working at a paper 
mill—no surprise that he moved west to find better opportunities. In 1880, when he lived next door to his 
uncle Watson, and in 1900, he was listed as a stone mason. 

Linnie was involved with the Baptist church in town and held a lawn party fundraiser with the Young 
People’s Society of Christian Endeavour for its benefit at their home one Friday evening in August of 
1895. A year later, her son Charles, only 18 years old at the time, would suffer a terrible accident in early 
October while working on a “gravel train” (probably one of many such construction-related conveyances 
used to repair the rails and clear tracks obstructed by rockfalls or crashes that his uncle William worked 
with). He fell while descending a moving engine at Peekskill, crushing his right leg which had to be ampu-
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tated above the knee. He spent three months in Vassar Hospital, finally 
returning home in time for New Year’s Eve. He would have to give up 
his railroad career, but found a new calling a few years later. Charles Jr. 
operated a drug store in Tivoli for four decades.

Charles M. Otis Sr. died at home on Montgomery Street in Tivoli 
at 62 years of age and the Grand Army of the Republic conducted his 
funeral services.

Research and Writing by Sarah K. Hermans, 2025
Sources (for William and his brother Charles):
1870 Federal Census, Huntington, Hampshire Co, MA - Charles M Otis.
1875 New York State Census, Red Hook - Watson D Otis.
1875 New York State Census, Red Hook - William Otis.
1880 Federal Census, Tivoli, Red Hook, Dutchess Co, NY - George [Charles] Otis.

1880 Federal Census, Tivoli - Watson D Otis.
1880 Federal Census, Tivoli - William N Otis.
1892 New York State Census, Red Hook, Dutchess Co, NY - Charles Otis.
1900 Federal Census, Red Hook Tivoli - Watson Otis.
1900 Federal Census, Tivoli, Red Hook, Dutchess Co, NY - Charles M Otis.
1910 Federal Census, Rye, Westchester - Amasa Rockefeller.
1910 Red Hook - Watson D Otis.
Arizona, U.S., Death Records, 1887-1968.
Columbia Republican, 15 Aug 1895.
Columbia Republican, 15 Oct 1896.
Columbia Republican, 1 Jul 1897.
Columbia Republican, 31 Dec 1896.
Corona Courier, California “Wedding Bells” Thu, 4 Sep 1913.
findagrave.com/memorial/106316822/charles-monroe-otis.
findagrave.com/memorial/106316888/lorinda_m-otis.
findagrave.com/memorial/181240307/margaret-rockefeller.
findagrave.com/memorial/88943184/caroline-ellsworth. 
findagrave.com/memorial/96858605/willis_e-otis.
findagrave.com/memorial/96858636/william_nott-otis.
findagrave.com/memorial/96858705/sarah_loisa-otis.
Hudson Evening Register, [25 years ago 29 Sep 1888] 29 Sep 1913.
Hudson Republican, 22 Sep 1898.
Hudson Republican, 9 Aug 1900.
Massachusetts, Compiled Birth, Marriage, and Death Records, 1700-1850, Chester.
Massachusetts, U.S., Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988.
Massachusetts, U.S., Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 Huntington Births, Marriages and Death.
Navins, Barbara village historian “A History of Tivoli from Incorporation in 1872 to its centennial June 18 1972” Page 67 Dutchess County 
Historical Society Yearbook vol. 57, 1972.
New York Death Index, Cert 33271 Watson D Otis.
New York State, Marriage Index, 1881-1967 Carrie Otis - Cert #352.
North America, Family Histories, 1500-2000 Daughters of the American Revolution Lineage Book : NSDAR : Volume 161 : 1920.
Poughkeepsie Daily Eagle, 2 Jul 1901.
Poughkeepsie Eagle News, 23 Dec 1938.
Poughkeepsie Eagle News, 24 Jun 1914.
Poughkeepsie Evening Enterprise, 21 Oct 1904.
Poughkeepsie Journal, 4 Oct 1896.
Red Hook Advertiser, 5 Sep 1946.
Red Hook Journal, 16 Oct 1891.
Red Hook Journal, 2 Oct 1896.
Red Hook Journal, 9 Nov 1883.
Rhinebeck Gazette, 5 Aug 1943.
Smith, James H. History of Duchess County New York… 1882.
U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934.
U.S., Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, 1861-1865.
Wiles, Richard C. “The Impact of the Hudson River Railroad on Tivoli and Germantown” from Transformations of an American County, 
Dutchess County, New York 1683-1983. Dutchess County Historical Society/Tercentenary Advisory Committee, Pok NY 1986.


