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History of 48 Old Post Road North

The house at 48 Old Post Road North in Upper Red Hook has been a tavern and hotel for
most of its history. Its strategic location at the junction of two historically important roads put it at
the center of the earliest development of the hamlet then known as Red Hook (Figures 1-3). It
served a bustling community in the late 1800s and into the early 1900s. By the 1930s, when the

hamlet was bypassed by the new Route 9 and its post office and school closed, the center of activity

in the Town of Red Hook had shifted to “Lower” Red Hook.

Figure 1: View of the Green with the Mooney House, center left, and a corner of Lasher’s Hotel, far
left, c. 1902.



Figure 2: View looking south at Lasher’s Hotel, ¢.1900, Photograph by William Seward Teator.

Figure 3: View looking north at Lasher’s Hotel, c. 1900, Photograph by William Seward Teator.



Jacob Thomas Farm

The triangular parcel of land on which the house stands was once part of Jacob Thomas’s
82-acre farm. Thomas was a farmer, horse merchant, first Lieutenant in the Revolutionary War, and
roadmaster of the Kings Highway (Post Road) from 1767-1784. On his property sat the brick tavern
(now known as the Thomas House) used as General Putnam’s temporary headquarters while the
British were burning Kingston on the east side of the Hudson in late October 1777 Jacob
Heermance bought the 82-acre farm property from Jacob Thomas’s son Henry in 1782 and it was
later owned by John Radcliff and then by Isaac Sebring of Fishkill. An 1818 indenture has Seebring
being released of a $390 mortgage on the property”

In 1821 Seebring sold most of the farm to Nicholas Allendorph, but separated out a small %4
acre parcel and sold that to John Elting Jr. in a separate transaction; this lot is consistently described
in deeds as a triangular lot, “commonly known as the Green.” The 1821 deed locates it at the
“junction of the Post Road (the north-south road linking New York City to Albany) and the one
leading from Mount Ross to Upper Red Hook landing,” (the east-west road linking Connecticut to
the Hudson River), and describes the parcel as “part of the farm originally belonging to Jacob

Thomas deceased” and the Green as the place “he had his barn and horse shed.”

[See Chain of Title on Page 38]

Gottlob Haas (owner 1836-57), Hotel Builder

In 1836, John Elting Jr. sold the parcel to German immigrant and merchant Gottlob
(Gotlop/Gotlieb) Haas (Hass/Haass) (1806-1865). The eatliest source we could find that dates the
house, James H. Smith’s History of Dutchess County cites 1838 as the year Haas built on the property, a
date repeated in several later sources.” The property was valued at $2,500 in the 1850 census, where
Haas, age 44, is listed as a hotel keeper (Figure 4).* Haas is cited by William P. McDermott in Dautchess
County’s Plain Folfs as an example of a successful foreign-born entrepreneur who owned a hotel in
Red Hook and later, in 1859-60 when Haas was operating a dry goods and grocery store in Upper
Red Hook, a Red Hook Weekly Journal reporter writes that the “evidences of enterprise are perceptible

in the increase in business and the cheerful countenance of business men....Haas is a pleasant and

! James H. Smith, History of Dutchess County,pub. 1882, p. 131.

* Indenture Sept 15, 1818 between Loan officers of the County of Dutchess and Isaac Seebring,
® James H. Smith, History of Dutchess County,pub. 1882, p. 183.

#1850 United States Federal Census.



intelligent man”(Figures 9-10).> Haas died in 1865 and he and his wife Catherine Allendorph
Tremper are buried in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church cemetery, Village of Red Hook?

Edward Hermance (owner 1857-1868) and the Eureka Hotel
In 1857, Haas sold the parcel for $2,000 to Edward Hermance (1820-1872), listed as a saddle

and harness maker in the 1850 census (Figure 5).” An 1858 map shows “E. Hermance” at the road
juncture and “E. Hermance Hotel” appears on an 1867 map (Figures 6, 8). Hermance was a
member of the Upper Red Hook Horse Thieves Society as well as Town Clerk and his house served
as a center of activity for both positions® The 1860 census lists him as a hotelkeeper and 1859 The
Red Hook Weekly Journal describes Hermance as the “gentlemanly proprietor” of the Eureka Hotel
(Figures 7, 9-10).” Hermance died at age 53 in 1872.

At the end of 1868, before his death, Edward Hermance and his wife Lucinda had sold the

10 Boice

Eureka Hotel for $3,500 to Alexander Boice of Clermont and his wife Christina (Figure 11)
continued to operate it as a hotel, and notices in an 1871 issue of the Red Hook Journal report that

Boice held a social ball there but also that he was selling the hotel to Martin Lasher for $4,000."

> William P. McDermott, Dutehess County Plain Folks, pub 2004, p. 176. Red Hook Weekly Journal, May 27, 1859, p. 2.
¢ https:/ /www.findagrave.com/memorial /119787698 /gottlob-haas.

71850 United States Federal Census.

8 Roger M. Leonard, Upper Red Hook: An American Crossroad, p 240. Red Hook Journal Mar 6, 1862 p. 2.

? 1860 Federal Census. Red Hook Weekly Journal, Jan 27, 1860, p. 3. Red Hook Weekly Journal, May 27, 1859, p. 2.

1% Red Hook Journal, Dec 18, 1868, p. 2.

" Red Hook Journal Feb 10, 1871, p. 2.
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Figure 4: Gottlob Haas: 1850 United States Federal Census




Figure 5: Edward Hermance: 1850 Umted States Federal Census

Figure 6: 1858 Map by John E. Gillette
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Figure 9: Haas and Hermance: Red Hook LVee/é hy jouma/ Jan 27 1860 p. 3.

BUSINESS OF UPPER RED
HOOK.

A friend has kindly furnished, us
with. the,following.. sunmany. of the
Busineds and' other matters of, interest
in Upper Red Hook. He says the
places of Business are named as they
occur to hins,, witheut regard, %0 any
particular order. |

The large Dry Goods and Grocery Store of
D. A. Cuck.

The Dry Goods and Grooery Swro of G.
Haas,

The Eureka Hotel kept by E. Hermance, who |
is always in his place; in conmegtion with
which is the Upper Red Hook Post Office, ,

Figure 10: Haas and Hermance: Red Hook Weekly Journal, May 27, 1859, p. 2.




Sowp ort.—We learn that Mr. Edw.
[Iermaunce has sold his hotel property
at Upper Red Hook, to a Mr. Doice,
for the sum of §3,500.

Figure 11: Hermance to Boice: Red Hook Weekly Journal, Dec 18, 1868, p. 2.

Martin Lasher (owner 1871-1905) and the Park Hotel

Martin Lasher (1822-1905), a Palatine descendant, had relevant experience in the hospitality
business. An 1859 Red Hook Journal article mentions Lasher as an employee of the Red Hook Hotel,
on the southwest corner of crossroads in the Village of Red Hook (Figure 12)!* A Civil War register
from 1863 refers to him as a bartender.”” By 1875 he is listed in the State Census (Figure 13) as
hotelkeeper and at some point he renamed the house the Park Hotel, though it continued to be
referred to, including on an 1876 map, as the Lasher Hotel (Figure 14)."* He was an active Horse
Thieves member who held meetings at his house (Figure 15)."” We know he made some renovations
to the house, putting a new floor in his dining room in 1890 (Figure 16).'°

Whatever the condition of the house, the state of the Green was another matter. In an
indication of how important the Green was to the neighborhood, an October 1893 agreement was
signed by Lasher and his neighbors in which Lasher pledged, for $500, to remove the “obnoxious”
and “objectionable” barn and sheds, return the “Green” to its former condition, and maintain it into
the future.'” In November 1893, the Red Hook Journal reported that the “hotel property has been

improved by the removal of the barn and sheds connected with the hotel” (Figure 17)."® Lasher

12 Red Hook Journal Dec 16, 1859, p. 3.

" Ancestry.com, Civil War register, July 1, 1863.

#1875 New York State Census.

'S Red Hook Journal, Oct 3, 1884, p. 3.

' Red Hook Journal, Oct 10, 1890, p. 3.

" Indenture & Defeasance, Oct 23, 1893 1.271 P 303 between Martin Lasher and Mary his wife and John E. Losee,
Edgar C. Perrine, Ella Mooney, George S. William E .and Helen S. Knickerbocker heirs at law...”Barn shed and outside
structures are deemed by all parties hereto to have been inadvisedly there located and the use of same to be obnoxious
and also to be objectionable to the view of the parties of the second part and from their several proximate residences
and all the parties hereto deeming as they do that a removal of said Barn shed and outside structures would be generally
regarded as a public improvement...so that ....the part ...may be restored to its former condition as a “Green” as in
said Deed called...to be so kept and maintained for all future time.”

'8 Red Hook Journal, Nov 10, 1893, p. 3.

10



operated the Park Hotel until his death in 1905 and is buried in St. Paul’s Lutheran Cemetery

(Figures 18-20)."

§3™ We are glad to sce that Martin
Lasher, wlio was for some time confin-
ed to the House by a severe attack of
Quimy is 80 far recovered asto be able
to resume lis duties at the Red Hook
Hotel,.

Figure 12: Martin Lasher: Red Hook Weekly Journal, Dec 16, 1859, p. 3.
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' Red Hook Journal, Mar 24, 1905, p. 3; https:/ /www.findagrave.com/memorial /87967629/martin-lasher.
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Figure 14: 1876 Map by O.W. Gray & Son

Notice.—The anuunal meeting of
the Red Hook Society for the detec-
tion of Ilorse Thieves, will be held
at the hotel of Martin Lasher, Upper
Red Hook, on Tuesday evening, Oct.
7th, at 7 o'clock. A full attendance
is requested, as business of impor-

tance is to be brought before the

A. NxeLsox, Sec'y.

Figure 15: Horse Thieves: Red Hook Journal, Oct 3, 1884, p. 3.
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Barrytown....Martin Lasher is bav-
ing a new floor put in his dining
room....Douglan Teats and Joan

Figure 16: New floor: Red Hook Journal, Oct 10, 1890, p. 3.

- i -

The hotel property at Upper Red
Hook, as well as the adjoining resi-
dences, has been improved by the
removal of the barn and sheds con-
nected with the hotel to a point on
Academy lane a short distance west
of its former location.

- e =

Figure 17: Barn removal: Red Hook Journal, Nov 10, 1893, p. 3.
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Figure 18: Lasher family at Upper Red Hook Hotel, 1901. L-R: George Clum and Fannie with little
Ruth, Grace Brenzel, Margaret, Martin (proprietor) and Mary Lasher.

Figure 19: Martin and Mary Lasher, 1901.

14
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The death of Martin Lasher, form-
erly of this village and ome of the
oldest reeidents of the town, and
proprietor of the Park Hotel at Up-
per Red Hook, occurred on Sunday
last. His remains were interred in
tha Lutheran eemetery on Tuesday.
He was 82 years of age.

Figure 20: Lasher Death: Red Hook Journal, Mar 24, 1905, p. 3.

James and Emma Ryer (owners 1905-06) and the Dutchess Hotel

In March 1905 Reuben W. Loft (1868-1945) apparently bought the hotel and then in April
sold it to Mr. and Mrs. James E. Ryer (Figures 21-22).*” An April 1, 1905 deed has Mary Lasher
transferring three lots to Emma K. Ryer, one of which is the “hotel premises.” The Ryers ran it for
only about a year as The Dutchess Hotel, advertising it as “an Up-to-Date Gentlemens and Ladies

Country Hostelry” (Figure 23).”'

? Red Hook Journal, Mar 3, 1905, p.3.
" Red Hook Journal, Dec 29, 1905, p 3.

15



Reuben W. Loft, bought and sold
the Hotel of Martin Lasher at Upper
Red Hook, and has purchased the

Hotel at Rock City.

Figure 21: Loft: Red Hook Journal, Mar 3, 1905, p. 3.

e =
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Ryer were
|

in town Wednesday. They will take
'possession of the Hotel of Martin
Lasher, at Upper Red Hook, which
they have recently purchased, April
18t.

——————

Figure 22: Ryer: Red Hook Journal, Mar 10, 1905, p.3.

16



The Dutchess Hotel,

Upper Red Hook, N. Y.

An Up-to-Date Gentlemens and
Ladies Country Hostelry.

Excellent Service and Accommodations

Evening Lunches a Specialty.
Evening Dinners Served on Notice.

THE FINEST LINE OF
Whiskies, Wines, Cordials, Ales. Beers,
Waters, and Cigars, in the County.
Livery Stables.

JAMES E. RYER, Prep.

Figure 23: Dutchess Hotel: Red Hook Journal, 1905, Dec 29, p.3.
Lewis Wasner (owner 1906-22) and Wasner’s Hotel

In 1906 Lewis (Louis) Wasner (1859-1923), a German immigrant, bought the property for
$3,800 from James’ wife, Emma K. Ryer (Figures 24-25), and became the new proprietor.” It
became known as Lewis Wasner’s Hotel (Figure 26) (we haven’t found a new name for the hotel).”
He was the target of thieves as reported in an 1909 Poughkeepsie Eagle News article (Figure 27).2* A
1984 New York State historic structure survey form says he added a porch about 1910 and a
one-room extension about 1920. We suspect the east porch was removed and put on the west side.

The north gable end porch was perhaps added at the same time. (Figures 28-30). By 1922 Wasner

was in ill health and had advertised the hotel for sale (Figure 31).”

%2 Red Hook Journal, Aug 10, 1906, p 3; Lewis Wasner, 1910 United States Federal Census.
? Red Hook Journal, Jan 19, 1912, p. 2.

** Poughtkeepsie Eagle News, Jan 8, 1915, p. 5.

> Poughtkeepsie Eagle News, Mar 1, 1922, p. 8.
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g

Hook, for many years conducted by
Martin Lasher, and afterward by
James E. Ryer, has been sold to Mr.
Lewis Washner for $3,800.

The hotel property at Upper Red

o ———

- R

STaTE
County

Townsip on oTwer owison oF couny ./ k-,

Figure 24: Wasner: Red Hook Journal, Aug 10, 1906, p. 3.
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Figure 25: Lewis Wasner: 1910 United States Federal Census
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Figure 26: Postcard of hotel with sign identifying Wasner as proprietor.

UPPER RED HOOK
HOTEL ROBBED

Search is being continued today
for the thieves who entered the Up-
per Red Hook Hotel, owned .by
Harry Wasner, someti Wednes-
day night or Thursday ing, and
after devouring a fat, cold roasted
chicken, stole two watches, $14 In
cash and made their escape without
leaving & clue as to their identity.

Entrance was effected through a
basement window and so quietly did
the thieves work that they aroused
uo one in the place.

Sheriff Hornbeck with a force of
deputies spread a net over the coun-
ty in an effort to round up tramps
who may know something of the
robbery.

Figure 27: Thieves: Poughkeepsie Eagle News, Jan 8, 1915, p.5.
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OLD POST ROAD, LOOKING NORTH, UPPER RED HOOK, N. Y,

Figure 28: Postcard with view looking north at hotel, c. 1910.

i

Figure 29: Hotel showing porch on west side, 1933.
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Figure 30: 1984 Survey Form, p. 1.
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~For Sale or To Let

-

FOR SALE-—The old established ho-
tel, situated on state road, Iarge barn,
garage and an acre of ground; with ap-

les, cherries, peaches and pears

fouse In perfeoct order, with hot water
heat, electric light, hot and cold water
and bath room. Selling on account of
i1l health. For terms address LEWIS
WASNER, R. F. D., Red Hook, N. Y.
dtmarl®

Figure 31: Wasner sale: Poughkeepsie Eagle News, Mar 1, 1922, p. 8.

Charles Pearson (owner 1925-34) and his Misfortune

The hotel was sold to Samuel and Catherine Nugent of New York City in 1922 (Figure 32).
Samuel, who ran a construction business in the city, didn’t hold the property for long. He and his
wife sold it to Charles E Pearson, of Flushing, Long Island (Queens) and James Crosby, of Great
Neck, N.Y. in 1925.% Pearson, born in Sweden, had been a hotel proprietor and he continued to run
the Upper Red Hook property as a tavern (Figures 33-34).*” He ran into financial problems (likely
due to the Depression and to the fact that in 1928 the Old Post Road was bypassed in favor of a
straighter new Route 9) because as of 1934 the foreclosed property was being auctioned off and the
Wasner estate, who apparently held the mortgage, was suing Pearson.”® The property was eventually

taken back by the trustees of the Wasner estate in 1938 (Figure 35)

% Ponghkeepsie Eagle-News, July 9, 1925, p. 7.
71920 United States Federal Census.

8 Poughtkeepsie Eagle-News, Nov 23, 1934, p. 18.
* Poughkeepsie Eagle-News, Oct 12, 1938, p. 8.
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UPPEL RED HOOK

Upper Red Hook Hotel
Sold By Samiuel Nugent

(Special v» The Eagle-News)
Upper Red Mook, July 8.-—8Samuel

Nugent has sold the Upper Red Heook
Hotel to Charles Pearson of Leng
Island. Mr. and Mrs. Nugent and son
will go back to New York City where
Mr. Nugent has a contracting busi-
ness.

Figure 32: Nugent sale to Pearson — Poughkeepsie Eagle News, July 9, 1925, p. 7.

£

STATE _Z/%AA[ ol DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE—BUREAU OF THE CENSUS -y SUPERVISOR'S DISTRICT No._ &1 SHEET No.
couny __ “ L FOURTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1920—POPULATION ENUMERATION DISTRICT No._<5. J
Tomse o o owsion o conry_ . OCh Tows oy olrvviot A o uce O =N WL 2 P2 PR
NAUE OF INsTITUTION ENMERATED 5Y NE N THE =29 ony o Jnsesnng o0 T haits oo Eimeninon, v
oo SvcaTion. NaTrvrTT A toTnER ToNTR. acctramion =1,
e s (ol ¥ y
ar £ K o = orurs A |
H E | e [ e T & =
i = = % = —= 1w - = = N
(23| | Fasae 40K, % 274 A 12| _peein | a1
7| 50| 7n Y393 AL | Areobice lasloe | 2 Frrae el Letries ra 219
aihy w47 el al) Lln| Aeoliie Al | Besclicu | oo | Gurlioe | Prrie || weomi i
G VAT A P A4 Gasrlice = Zlia - s Lttrrer . 6019
2l G50 m| 277614 PP e ) 4vlrca | Hpae Yertn Ayrse | pd Lotores W s 19
5| — 7 77 w13 \yplgpe | Draersorrt o | Ployne| Pirtsen | Htvre |70 seteort i
a1, == lrmn w2l s 9|98 | Aok lmgt 7 P2 A W e e
55 Uidied| sre mi27 (101, PP ot Gristron | Hovee |4 J olael 55
5 O] o0, i\ | 7\ IFAPA ) Urtin | Hnae | Aoty Fovae | o0l psl -
o) =" il 2oy Vultr 5| T ]= hiver SH, Lot lrrae | Turtren | Hovse |y.| Pelael o0—
ol I etewe w i d = rsn it Grertren = Mot - T i [
ol | W7 57| Hos tr Zeast_[|0|M|7n W52 72| | lpn]| Reww Frtc ot A Frrcosnse Confoenti LIRR 7V | |ar
o 4 ——— 5 | 9 7 w507 T2dp 247 2 oo
o [ e Apget |llpurn AarrivA 1242 Aed?yral fesaie YA 22| e, Iy e L W
o IS Lty Sy, AV v A 74 e yrk 2y g ol ot s
oo Y]s7. (202t , Clea?’ B Thcadd ]|0 M|l 30| 7 Polrer| Do oK. Fin g hsae I 1o Pz pasn ot TRE| | |uyd
el — Mauds apr | 30\ 71 Jalpn| har gou o 24 tan Lot ] wnli- o
PRI 7 L | sty Fitl] L17 s i 3t ) o g K = Bl
WY [X [ 2o, A3 - A Yot Aanyy ot(. - Jid
2| [y — ik 7 RZ2AIVA B yess G il ey prtC A o ]
P N — Varen |deputn EAFIP) - s ot e P o
=| 1[N p— P EAPADSY A - hrame ik ol 7273 B
R igies , Mary & 7|4y b5 23 Vi Y| Lotl ir ik 1| teri— B 5>
w|N N[ eo|lblatlony Facies | oo T} | W 4nm Zr2 4 4 10| nred hoiras foor ©A e
o % — Uany, | 4w w887 28 e A Jodl 7 A y| e d
| —— PV I ) AN A PP IS ) L C L Irsse Yy 4/ | P - ~ 70
al [ ———— Jrha|oea gl ¢ Jea gpelp k| Frenn il e gkl 22) B
| [ Farid | Aoy bl 7KK e e £ st Yol 2 - s
e & N P &/ eais Filll1979 %4 sl Yir ganain g Sreod Pty w0
50| 9 27| Hotorrasn trittilecd Head [|olm|p 7|34 AN IR Dide Yl ek gl 1| oot ] 3 BT
al [} [ ——— ity Zlov| 35 m L7ArA W P 27 < 74 2] Zeed. | [ e
P %_ 5% 24P PRI W P eyt LA 20| deteret | I 33—
5 p— 2t | FAPAIVA PREA grtl Lot 22 24| och ool | o —
“ — o 20w 13 PR 2otl. s J A hsw Yot dcl oot I b S
2 =] licdiona. | 2ou, m | gld il ot ot g0 | 0ot [ =
o X% z2ldk P2 Tbead [|RI_|mlv|4) 3 249 Lot el | L2274 o] Sty Berploces faol | |}
pd —— Hrtara| wfi Wiy m P27 yr74 yra reen Jotl 0| zerig e
2 I Yy W A e 2| 1 . et Lis gt P A [ e
ol I — 44ac | o Win\d Zelpee\th iy s e gosl | oetleod | 0 —
a0l wh | w {4 20 21 | Tree poal || gk | eotred i s
o — o w3 gl - |« 4k foson Jok Ho . % — [ o
) /J-Mj /8 Uil %3 21 90l0n 2|y hﬁ;»: oo G s Gt o] Atined I iy
5l 12 7 = paKTIF:) 2| o) Aies il deoref T o3
| 38x |67/83| Pearnorin, Chartis 3 | Feed T Ay Gl (ynlzee ) e o et | Fevideey Pwiitid |99o| Jrtit Prevpiits ] 29,4
Ly ST T ey =3 < PArGE s e |gpe | Sareslaey, ||t ) 2 o | 2 .| tres T s
% CEL Ty &, ey e IR Iniday 2 Frstar geul Trner gl Lo pza oL AE
= LA T T 7| T 27 Jealiges b [ Vg, 7 2 teoses e
| il Fhioits _ Rbsert |lay e »,JL_J}M,J_Z 2] o geeké Atk k. w’” - Ladrrer ‘ w _é.‘%
cocad e 24 40 90 : Rler Yol 2 1t 5 2 2 006 ¢
| (Xl htarn, Plin éu.u 0 |wa{7n /| s\ 7n 547 A esctase (et | Fenrl ik . Lz T
i /
R . . — S — oo R — B
Ay 1IE PAnat " I Frrt Ao { | Aane | el Loay ]v-r}‘«t;,ﬁM*_: | 3
aTw it e ) fg | Seesloed | 7 . lpn| sret-

Figure 33: Charles Pearson: 1920 United States Federal Census
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Figure 34: Charles “Pop” Pearson behind the bar, 1920.

NOTICE OF SALE
STATE OF NEW YORK,
SUPREME COURT
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS.

Rachel Wasner and Edward Wasner,
as Executors under the Last Will and
Testament of Lewis Wasner, deceased,
Plaintiffs, against Charles F., Pearson
and Alma Pearson, his wife, Joseph
M. Hogg, Abraham Zenick and Joseph
Wishengrad, Defendants.

In pursuance of a judgment of fore-
closure and sale duly made and en-
tered in the above entitled action and
bearing date the 27th day of July, 1938,
and entered in the Dutchess County
Clerk’s Office on the 28th day of July,
1938, I, the undersigned, the Referee
in said judgment named, will sell at
public auction in the main corridor of
the Dutchess County Court House, in
the City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess
County, New York, on the 19th day
of September, 1938, at 12 o’clock noen,
daylight saving time, on that day the
premises directed by said judgment to
be sold and therein described as fol-
lows:

ALL those tracts and parcels of land
situated in the Village of Upper Red
Hook, in the Town of Red Hook,
County of Dutchess, aforesaid.

The first lot is that known as the
“Upper Red Hook Hotel Premises,”
which is of a triangular shape and for-
merly or commonly called “The Green,”
and is bounded on all sides by high-
ways, containing about three quarters
of an acre of land, more or less, with
the said hotel edifice thereon.

Figure 35: Foreclosed property sale: Red Hook Adbvertiser, Sept 15, 1938, p.2.
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Verner Clum (owner 1941-45) and the Fan Museum

The Wasner estate then sold the hotel to Verner E. Clum of Chatham, New Jersey in 1941
Verner and his wife operated an antiques center called the Fan Museum out of the house and Mrs.
Clum was president of the NYS Button Society (Figure 36)”" The Clums auctioned off the contents
of their Fan Museum in August of 1945 (Figure 37)?

The Clums sold to James and Hazel Prett of Long Island in 1945 and a 1947 newspaper

article refers to the property as Pretts Park Rest (Figure 38) but the Pretts didn’t own it for long

either.”

VERNER E. CLUM

ANTIQUES AND BUTTONS
FAN MUSEUM

Upper Red Hook, N. Y. P. O. Red Hook, N. Y.
Tel. Red Hook 231F5

Mrs Clum Re-elected
President of Society

Mrs Verner E. Clum, Upper Red
Hook, has been re-elected president
of the New York State Button Society.

Others named to serve with her are
Mrs Alice Bishop, Rochester; Mrs
Fred Young, Elmira, and Marguerite
Maple, New York city, all vice presi-
dents; Mrs Florence Ball, Ellenville,
secretary, and Miss Bertha Green,
Poughkeepsie, treasurer.

Figure 36: Ad for Clum Fan Museum: Bronxuville Review Press, May 20, 1943, p.2. and Button Society:
Red Hook Advertiser, June 28, 1945, p. 1.

** Red Hook Advertiser, Oct 9, 1941, p. 6.

3! Bronxville Review Press, May 20, 1943, p.2. Red Hook Advertiser, Jun 28, 1945, p. 1.
32 Red Hook Advertiser, Aug 30, 1945, p. 3.
** Red Hook Advertiser, Jan 9, 1947, p. 1.
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BE. Rbynders-
AUCTIONEER

Rhinebeck, N. Y. el.: Red Hook 73-F6

As T have sold my property and am going out of business, I will
seil at Public Auction at The Fan Museum, Upper Red Hook, N. Y, on

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1st

beginning promptly at 9:30, a collection of antique glass, china and
furniture as well as modern household furnishings and other items.

Six barrel-back Empire chairs; gate-leg walnut table; M. T. wal-
nut stand; walnut hall rack; iron urns; street light of about 1820
from the Bowery; large quantity of buttons; Chelsea Wedding Band
complete tea set; goblets, tumblers, cake plates, fruit dishes in variety
of styles and patterns; some cut glassware; 6 French Empire chairs;*
14 cane-seated chairs—various styles, two-part cherry table; large
number and variety of lamps and bases; set of 1-arm chair, 1 side
chair and table of carved Jasaranda; number of castor sets; Vie-
torian side chair; 6 Rhine wine glasses; old-fashioned baby carriage;
a three-arm oil light fixture; table linen; bed linen; bedspreads;
towels; set dinner dishes; O. G. murror; large Santa Domingo ma-
hogany sideboard; hall hanging lamp; lady’s oak desk; large black
walnut chest of drawers: Burl Walnut bedroom suite consisting of
bed with box springs and inner spring mattress, vanity and bench,
chest of drawers and night table; runners and odd rugs; bevel glass
mirror; fireplace set of andirons, tools and artificial fire logs; Ingrain
carpet; large dresser and vanity; twin metal beds, complete; single
metal bed, complete; wash stand; teilet set; trunkful -of odd laces;
books; 3-burmer oil stove; vases; jardineres; Victorian nee¢dlepoint
table; Staffordshire plates; flowing blue teapot and platter; several
pieces plated silver and some plated table silver; large antique ma-
hogany chest; old black marble clock with figure; wooden curtain
cornices; Bennington pitcher; Gothic clock; steins; copper jardineres;

 Dutchess County Kaas; large old fruit cupboard; set of green Btangel
pottery, incomplete; kitchen utensils, pots, pans, etc.,, in large va-
riety; garden tools; large number and variety of carpenter’s tools—
saws, hammers, drills, chisels, planes and many others. A ~great
‘many items not listed. This will be one of the outstanding sales
‘of the season.
TERMS—CASH ON DAY OF SALE. Lunch served.

VERNER E. CLUM

Figure 37: Auction ad for Fan Museum: Red Hook Adypertiser, Aug 30, 1945, p. 3.
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Mr and Mrs Michael Prett and son,
James, St. Albans, L. I., and Mrs Ada
Schultz, Hollis, L. I., and Harold P.
Younghanse spent the Christmas and
New Year holidays with Mr and Mrs
James Prett, Prett’'s Park Rest, Upper
Red Hook.

Figure 38: Prett’s Park Rest: Red Hook Adyertiser, Jan 9, 1947, p. 1.

John Heagney (owner 1949-68) and the Sage House

In 1949 the property was purchased by John G. Heagney (1925-1982) of Long Island, whose
mother, Marie G. Heagney and stepfather George Saggese operated the hotel as the Sage House.
Ads list the manager as George Sage (presumably Saggese Americanized his name to Sage) (Figures
39-41).* John, a teacher and a lawyer, and his wife continued to live in Tarrytown while George and
Marie ran the Sage House for almost another 20 years. Ads appear regularly advertising “all you can
eat” home cooked meals. According to the 1984 survey sheet, the garage was added in 1965 (Figure
30). George Saggese appears to have run into financial difficulty as a notice appears in a Red Hook
Adpertiser in 1966 noting that the Sage House would not be responsible for George Saggese’s debts
(Figure 42).%

3 Red Hook Advertiser, July 21, 1949, p. 2.
35 Red Hook Advertiser, Oct 20, 1966, p.7.
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NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that License
No. SL 1520 has been issued to the
undersigned to. sell - Beer, Wine and
[.iquor under Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol Law on the Old* Post Road, Red
Hook, Dutchess County, New York for
on-premises consumption.
John G. Heagney,
Marie H. Saggese,
THE SAGE HOUSE,
Old Post Road,
R.D. 1, Red Hook, New York.

Figure 39: Liquor License, Red Hook Adyertiser, July 14, 1949, p.2

THE SAGE HOUSE

LOCATED ON
OLD POST ROAD and JUNCTION OF SPRING LAKE ROAD

OPEN FOR BUSINESS

Home Cooked Meals
BEEFR e WINE e LIQUORS

Spaghetti a .Specialty

GEORGIE SAGE - Pfp.
PHONE 4313

Figure 40: Open for Business, Red Hook Adypertiser, July 21, 1949, p.2.
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.. 1m here to wish all
Patrons and Friends a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year . . ..

FROM

The Sage House Hotel

Upper Red Hook
George Sage, Mgr. Phone 4313

o

CDII DM CIRCOINCILCIRCHBCIMEINECMACTEACRCIRACH

EORLE

R

INN OF DISTINCTION FOR
MORE THAN 150 YEARS

. And TI'm here to tell you the SAGE
HOUSE will be closed for the Christmas
Holidays — will RE-OPEN SUNDAY,
D»C(mbcr‘? 26th, — HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
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y
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Flgure 41: Hohday ad, Red Hook Advem'sef; Dec 23, 1954, p. .

NOTICE
The Sage House will not be
responsible for George Sag-
gese’s bills.

Signed: Mrs. Marie Saggese

Figure 42: Notice, Red Hook Adpertiser, Oct 20, 1966. p.7.
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Antiques, Academics and finally just a Lovely Private Home

In 1968, John Heagney sold the property to Angeline Relich, a former librarian from Buffalo
who had studied sociology and anthropology, and Miss Thurley Randolph, a Bard assistant
professor in sociology and anthropology.” They formed a partnership, opening a Book and Antique
Store (Figure 42).”

In 1972, a Bard assistant professor of English, William C. Walter (1925-1996) and Patrick H.
Ewing, a musician from London, bought the property together (Figure 43).® After Walter’s death,
his estate was sold to William A. Lashley Jr. in 1997, who in turn sold it to John and Susan Pelosi in
2003. Sometime between 1972 and 1997, the property was reduced from %4 acre to .32 acre. The

reason for this would require further research but could have been related to road widening and

re-surveying,

vears ago, “The Life of Riley,” is coming back for a
re-run. . . . Did we say Angeline Relich’s antique shop
was in the Red Hook section of Brooklyn? We did and
we should have realized at once that Brooklyn’s Red
Hook is an unlikely spot for an antique shop. Actually,
Angeline’s place is in the town of Red Hook, which is

a few miles north of Poughkeepsie,
Figure 43: Angeline Relich’s antique shop - The Daily News, Oct 26, 1970, p. 247.

3 Barrytown Explorer, Oct 1, 1974, p. 11; Red Hook Advertiser, Sept 17, 1964, p. 9.
3 The Daily News, Oct 26, 1970, p. 247.
38 Barrytown Explorer, Nov 1, 1975, p. 11.
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Harrovian Gent

Go to Sage House on Old Post
Road in Upper Red Hook. There you
can see authentic antiques and meet
Pat Ewing, a London-born Cana-
dian. Read a bit, just to whet your
curiosity: he was educated in
England at Harrow, where he
excelled in English syntax. He spent
hml" with his » & m’

toire. “At school,” he said, “you
would think music was only folk
songs and hymns.” Later, his
mother moved to London where she
appeared in several motion pictures.
This inspired Pat to compose
“haunting melodies” that would help
her attain stardom—but neither her
acting nor the music succeeded.

He enrolled in the Royal College
of Music where he studied
composition with Herbert Howells
and John Ireland. The war
interrupted his studies. He was in
the Royal Navy for six years on a
mine-sweeping trawler. He got on
the trawler because he had been a
lobster fisherman in Cornwall for a
season. During his six years in the
navy one ship was shot out from
under him.

After the war he completed his
schooling and worked as a music
critic in Montreal for two years. He
now enjoys composing for singers.
A couple of his songs are in the

repertoire of Maureen Forester, the
Canadian contralto.

When you meet Pat Ewing, you
will meet a Victorian gentleman.
When Pat speaks, a sensitive,
intelligent, friendly person is with
you. He is hep.

—in/A

| ——p—

At the Grill

Louise and Lou Rynders
ready for hungry hunters at Central
House in Clermont.

Figure 44: Patrick Ewing: Barrytown Explorer Nov 1, 1975, p.11.

Though the house is now a private residence, it is clear that for most of its history 48 Old
Post Road North served as a vibrant center of social activity for the Upper Red Hook community.
The 1954 advertisement in the Red Hook Advertiser may have exaggerated when it called it an “inn of
distinction for more than 150 years” (it was then closer to 116 years), but it was certainly a
significant establishment that for many years played an important role in the story of Red Hook’s

development.
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Architectural Observations

Though the house has been modified since it was built in the 1830s, it retains many features
that reflect its eatliest construction and subsequent evolution. The main floor was originally a classic
center hall with two rooms on either side. The W.S. Teator photos from 1900 show four chimneys,
meaning that each room had its own fireplace. Both sides were converted into large single rooms,
perhaps during the Wasner era. By the time of the 1915 photograph, the taproom entrance on the
west side is visible, which would have meant the removal of one fireplace, and the partition wall.
The one room addition, now kitchen, circa 1920, would have meant the removal of another chimney.
The large south room shows evidence of having been two rooms of unequal status. One half has
plain door and window casings, while the other has more ornamented casings that match those of
the 1830s section of the Fulton homestead, up on Turkey Hill. The stair banister and newel posts
have been altered, but the newel post in the basement likely dates to the original construction. Itis a
locally rare style that also appears in a couple of circa 1835 houses in Hudson. The massive rim lock
hardware on the main floor doors is almost certainly original to the two-panel doors. These locks
are “Carpenter Locks” made by James Carpenter in England beginning in the mid-1830s. Many of
the changes to the house can be linked and dated to changes in ownership, as new proprietors kept
up with the times. The tin ceilings for example, were probably added around 1890 early in Martin
Lasher’s tenure. The house at 48 Old Post Road has a classic late Federal/early Greek Revival core,

with evidence of alterations all throughout the heyday of the hamlet of Upper Red Hook.
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Figure 46: 48 Old Post Road North, May 25, 1982.
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Figure 48: 48 Old Post Road North, undated.
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Chain of Title

Year sale date Recorded Acres Liber/Page Grantor Grantee
John Pelosi & Susan H.
2003 6/24/2003 .32 acre 22003:5291 | William A. Lashley Jr. Pelosi
Robert E. Carpenter,
Alice Reid, Tom Gilling
and Peter Geertz,
Trustees of William C.
Walter Trust (formerly
known as The Walter
1997 | 12/18/1997 |12/19/1997| 0.32 acre 2003:355 Trust) William A. Lashley Jr.
1988 | 4/20/1988 | 5/5/1988 0.32 acre 1796:175 William C. Walter | William C. Walter Trustee
Angeline Relich & William C. Walter &
1972 9/1/1972 3/4 acre 1339:965 Thurley Randolph Patrick Hamilton Ewing
Angeline Relich & Thurley
1968 | 11/25/1968 3/4 acre 1255:948 John G. Heagney Randolph
1949 | 4/30/1949 | 5/2/1949 3/4 acre 715:629 James & Hazel Prett John G. Heagney
1945 | 8/25/1945 | 8/27/1945 3/4 acre 629:354 Verner E. Clum James Prett & wf
Edward and Rachel
Wasner, trustees Lewis
1941 | 9/5/1941 3/4 acre 594:393 Wasner estate Verner E. Clum
Joseph Acker referee
for Charles F. Pearson
Lot 1of2is etc. ..Samuel & Rachel & Edward Wesner,
1938 | 9/19/1938 | 9/19/1938 3/4 acre 569:444 Catherine Nugent exec for Lewis Wasner
Lot 1of 21is Samuel & Catherine Charles F. Pearson &
1925 | 7/14/1925 | 7/20/1938 | 3/4acre 455:109 Nugent James Crosby
Lot 1of 2is Samuel & Catherine
1922 12/5/1922 | 12/9/1922 3/4 acre 429:126 Louis & Rachel Wasner Nugent
Lot 1 of 3is
1906 | 8/23/1906 | 4/5/1915 3/4 acres | 388:339-340 Emma K. Ryer Lewis Wasner
Lot 1 of 3is
1905 | 4/1/1905 5/4/1905 3/4 acres 341:37 Mary Lasher Emma K. Ryer
Lot1of2is
1893 | 12/29/1893 | 3/4/1905 3/4 acre Martin Lasher Mary Lasher

36




John E. Losee, Edgar L.
Perrine, Ella Mooney,
George S. William and
Helen S. Knickerbocker
Martin Lasher & Mary heirs of Catharine E.
1893 | 10/23/1893 |10/31/1893| 3/4acre 271:303 his wife Knickerbocker
Alexander Boice &
1871 | 4/1/1871 |10/31/1893| 3/4acre 271:301 Christina his wife Martin Lasher
Edward Hermance &
1869 | 4/1/1869 | 5/10/1869 3/4 acre 150:482 Lucinda his wife Alexander Boice
Gotlob Haas &
1857 | 8/22/1857 | 8/25/1857 | 3/4acre 109:699 Catharine his wife Edward Hermance
1836 | 4/6/1836 | 6/13/1839 3/4 acre 67:153 J. Elting Jr. Gottlob Haas
Isaac Seebring &
1821 | 12/28/1821 | 1/11822 3/4 acre 28:395 Catherine his wife John Elting Junr
"new loan officers of
the County of
1818 | 9/15/1818 82 acres 30:198 Dutchess" Isaac Sebring
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