Historical Society Receives Rare Negatives

Red Hook’s Renaissance Man; William Seward Teator —

by Barbara W. Bielenberg

Our adventure began last June with a phone call from Clara and
John Losee’s daughter, Martha Hermans. She had a box of glass plate o
negatives she would like to give the Society. The box turned out to be an 'fi_,:;»i
ancient wooden apple crate filled with original cardboard cartons of i
“Eastman’s Dry Plates”, “The Standard Extremely Rapid Dry Plate for | =
Out and In-Door Photography™, etc. all purchased from “HAHN, Kodaks |
& Optical Goods, Developing & Printing” in New York City —eachbox |
tightly packed with fragile glass plate negatives — 287 images of Upper |
Red Hook families, farms, and scenic vistas taken by William S.Teator in |-
or around 1900! For several weeks we opened each box, listed each im- |
age and enjoyed a rare look backward 100 years or more!

John Losee was distantly related to Will Teator, as he was known
to friends and family’ and we had a thick file of papers — mostly genealogical records given us by
Clara before her death. We also remembered that years ago, a large collections of shells was found
in one of the schools’ closets and passed to our neighbor Helen Garlinghouse, who was a serious
amateur “conchologist”. She discovered it was an extremely important and well documented collec-
tion of land and fresh water snails, collected and identified by W.S Teator. Could the same
“scientist” also have been a photographer as well as a farmer?

William Seward Teator was born on his father’s farm in Upper Red Hook on April 28, 1860.
An old Palatine family, the Teators had been among the original settlers of the Rhinebeck Precinct
and were related to most of the old Red Hook families. Will received his education at the Academy
in Upper Red Hook. Beyond that he was self taught. A business card in our collection lists him as a
collector of Indian relics and he is known to have acco ied Dr. Harvey Losee and Ned Kerley on
a collecting expedition in the Catskills. According to an 1890 diary, he catalogued nearly 400 relics,
wrapping and packing every bundle in large dry goods boxes until they could be properly arranged.
“They all have rare value”

Perhaps he was preparing for a new life as a married man for on October 27, 1891 he married
Nevada (Nena) Myers. They had two children Roscoe and Marion. His wife and children appear in

Tivoli. DePeyster had an engraving made of a drawing by Teator of the “Catskill Mountains from the
Heights East of Upper Red Hook” and tried to get him a job working for the US Government “in
connection with exploration which requires drawing and Commitment to paper”. Instead the artist
became a farmer!

As a young man, Teator exhibited an intense scientific approach to his collections of Indian
relics, rocks and minerals and . , v
snails. He explored the nearby f WS Teator photo EBHS Archives
woods and marshes, carefully not- ‘
ing in his diary, details of terrain, [
soils, trees and wildflowers where I
specimens were found. He trans- ‘
planted snails to new locations to §
test their best habitat and reported |
his findings in academic journals, §
corresponding with the leading
conchologists of the day.
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Continued from page 2
Red Hook’s Renaissance Man; William Seward Teator

Once he took over the family farm he applied the same scientific dedication to his crops. In the 1880’s
he had helped his father plant a couple of small orchards. Andrew Teator was one of the early shippers of ap-
ples to Europe. Will studied the productivity of old varieties and retained a few 100 year-old Newtowns on his
ﬁnm.InalecturetoGmngemembem,hed&ecﬂbedmﬂecﬁngseedlingteesalongfenc&smﬁompumice 7
dumps of old cider presses. He experimented with grafting and new varieties and reported “I now have in bear-
ing,orapproachingaﬁuitingcondiﬁon100acmsinteesandlammtherproudofthem.”

Hetestedspraysandreportedhisﬁndingstohisfellowfanners,evenmallyacoepﬁngloss&sof%%of
the crop from insect injury. Hewasinter&stedinthemtaﬁonofcropsanddevelopedaregularsyslaemofrom-
tion on the younger orchards. “Comn or potatoes this year followed next spring by early plowing and frequent
harrowingstilley,thcnbuckwheatanda]iberalseedingofredclover,4pMs,withtimoﬂ1yandredtopeachl
part from which we take a crop of buckwheat and hope to have the ground well covered for the winter with
strong clover and grass plants ... Weategetﬁngsmnethmgﬁomﬂ:esoilwhﬂetheorchardisgmwing,andwe
aregivingmuchtothesoilmdmthevigomoftheum...”lﬁsleuemcadread“OmGreatSpedahyPedigree
SeedPohtoesLeadingvarieﬁminﬂxeiroﬁginals&engthandpmity. We aim to produce the finest grown in
thiscounty.”Everﬂlearﬁst,nearﬂlemdofthispaperhewrote,“Inourapplebusinwswed&siggmanyofom
ﬁnestappl&sforthepﬂvatemaﬂtet”ﬁavingachievedhisgoalofpmducingappl&sofﬂaehighwttypeofper—
fection and quality, he renamed his father’s “Meadow Brook Farm” “Blue Ribbon Orchards”. Among his nega-
tives are a number of shots of the orchard and artistically composed close-ups of individual sprays of apple
blossoms.

William Seward Teator died on August 17, 1930. During his lifetime he made several trips to Florida,
theBahamas,Cuba,CalifomiaandﬂleNewEnglandSmtes.Hefoundtimetoplaytheﬁfe,thcﬂmeandthere-
cordcr.In1884hcwasamemberofﬂleRedHookCometBandandZOyearslater,RobertChanler’sRedHook
Band.}ﬁsdwghErmdlethemmﬂimtedpmﬁ&gMngmepmﬁmﬂaﬂybemmﬁﬂpmhﬁnglevaﬂ-
ety “Marion” after her. Today his shell collections are held by the Delaware Museum of Natural History and the
Museum of Natural History in New York City. In 1941 Will’s beloved orchard was sold to Albert B. Cole who
continued to raise apples. Twenty-five years later Bruce and Frank Geiger purchased the orchard and continued
. the business. ThepmpaqhassimebemsubdiﬁdeddeM’shousemdbmnsmlsremainmgwesmpﬁ-
vately owned. JohnIoseepMedamnnberofWﬂl’snegaﬁvwwhichwehmsmeinomcoﬂedionWeintend
toseekagranttohelpushavemanyofthenegaﬁvwdigitaﬂyoopied allowing us to produce an album of Wil-
liamS.Teator’simagwofUpperRedHookfannsandfamiliw,honoringRedHook’sRsnaissanceman.~

leingtowriteagenmlogyinaNewslmerisadaunﬁngpmject-butherego&s. The name, as we know is Teator, has |
beenspelled:Dathm-(wiﬂlanmnlmxtoverthea),Diemr,Tim,Doder,Deitlmrdt,Teter,etc, The origin of the name was

— m——ﬁ——h—-—————"——_hwm_%

3 LorenzDaiherwasﬂ:eimmigrantofPalaﬁneoﬁgintooometoAmericah:l?lO. He was in Dutchess, the North |
| Ward, in 1717-1718. His first child was Henrich. He married Catharine Benner and they had nine children. Sixth in the
| line was Henrich, married to Anna Maria Prosius. He was born in 1753 and died in 1835. They had six children and |
| another Henrich H. wed to Eva Feller. This Henrich was born in 1787 and passed on in 1860.
f The fourth generation of this line was Andrew H. Teator born in 1819, died in 1891. He married Ruth Moffit and |
| they had four children, one of whom was William Seward Teator. He was born 28 April 1860 and married Nevada :
Myexs,daughterofAlexanderMyexsandeyAnnFlynn,onZ?OctoberlS9l. They had two children, Roscoe Teator
whowedIsabellaMassonnem,andMaﬁonwhomaniedEdwinLambLosee.

; TheTeatorswererelatedtopmcticallyeveryfamilyinRedHook. The first generation was connected to the

- Thomas’s, Rifenbergh’s, Fulton’s and Stall’s. The second generation was related to the Fraleigh’s, Allendorf’s, and
| Feller’s. The third to the Phillip’s, the Snook’s, the Clum’s, the Pitcher’s and the Lasher families. Who is to say that the
| Teator‘s are not well linked and known. By Barbara Thompson !




