Meeting at Helen 2, Battistoni's Office, North Broadway, Red Hock, N,Y,

PHESENT; Reosemary Coons Joseph Zalenski

Mr, and Mrs, Garlinghouse Herman Gorgens

Patsy Walsh Leocadia Kittner

Betty Eggert Nanine Bilski #*
! Ardith St, John Bruce Dowling ##

Jane Knoblock =~ representing Battistoni
Dennis McMullen - representing Grand Unions

Dennis McMullen - I would like to run down the chronology of our invelvement
in the property before, It might help to explain our
position,,,,

I think we originally purchased the property from Lord

knows who to be used as additional parking for the super

market ,..4094 !

For one reason or another we closed the store and

ultimately didn't need the property., We continued to pay

rent on our least almost up to the very end of our lease,

We weren't really able to get an early termination of our

lease, and we tried to sell the property,

The guy I worked with by the name of Peter Young contacted
e Helen Battistoni by letter in June of 1974 and he offered

' Battistoni Real Estate an exclusive listing to sell the
property for $50,000,
Another Grand Union real estate man picked up the file after
June of '74 and there is some reference in here to several
discussions he may have had with Helen Battistoni on trips
he made through the area, but basically nothing happened on
the property from June of '74 until I picked up the file in
March of '75 and in looking through the correspondence I
noticed that we were carrying this piece of property on our
records at an asking price of $40,000 not the $50,000 that
Peter Young had listed it with Helen Battistoni's = so I
called Jane Knoblock and sent her a letter in March of '75
telling her to drop the purchase price to §40,000, A few
months later Jane was keeping us posted and was aware of
the existence of the Friends of the Elmendorph Inn, Jane
sent me a Gazette story announcing that the Friends were
going to make an offer to purchase the property, When I
got that article I went to my superiors and advised them
it would be better off allowing the Friends of the Elmendorph
Inn a chance to raise the funds necessary to purchase the
property, Quite honestly, I felt that this was the best
approach because of the historical value of the property and
also I didn't think we would get an easy approval at the
Planning Board if Dunkin Donuts were to come in and make an
application, I felt we would have severe opposition, And
I have experience in this area personally down in Hyde Park

e @ couple of years ago when they were trying to get an
i aavironmental commitee off the ground. The first heavy case
that came up in that area was with my,,EZ Shop presentation
to the Planning Board,,.and it took me about ten minutes to

*Director of America 'the Beautiful Fund of New York
** Executive Director of America the Beautiful Fund from Washington,




Depnis McMullen -

realize that we better waork with these committees or

we will not get anything..... That's what I did,

Sa at this point we had Grand Union executives not saying
yes and not saying no, they were saying nothing which is

one of the peauties of the corporation.,,,..

They just let it ride, we would see what the Friends of

the Elmendorph Inn came up with. To this day I have never
had a concrete praposal submitted to my office that the
Friends will buy the property. We have every indication
made to Jane and from Jane through me that you are trying

to purchase the property. ’

Then we gaot a letter from Mr. Fredricks who I think 1s not
necessarily with your committee but is with the Mid Hudson
Valley Bicentennial and he directed the letter to our Public
Relations people and asked if the Grand Union would donate
the property. Publip Relations transferred it over to me
and we had a lengthy discussion on the phone and I think T
was almost tao the paint of being rude but I told him in
absalutely na way would Grand Union donate the property for
two reasons- the economy and a complete change ,,...

Mr. Fredricks then wrote another letter pretty much saying
the same thing, would we donate the property. It was almost
as If he diaredarded our telephone conversation, so at that
paint I wrote back to him and our Public Relatipons people
wrote back and said it wouldn't be possible to donate the
property.

Since then we had a whole bunch of letters from different
members of the committee and Mr. Bowman, is it, he wrote
and asked 1f the property were for sale would we give every
consideration to the Friends of the Elmendorph Inn and would we
think twice before we .,... demolish the building.

In answer to that letter I had been here for months prior
to Mr, Bowman's letter and I am establishing that I was
representing the Grand Union and that the Friends did exist
and we shouldn't destroy the building and we should give them
every opportuynity to try to buy the building. But, you know,
I am interpretating just from the letter here, Mr. Bowman
apparently in writing didn't know that the property was for
sale and didn't know that we were refralning from dolng any-
thing other than giving the Friends a chance ta buyy the
property, .

A letter from Mr. Fell regarding a fair purchase price. §o
I take you back to my review of the file when I recognized
that the property was being listed at $50,000 when in fact
we wanted to sell it at §40,000 and I contacted Jane immediately.

And 1f we do sell the property at $40,000 we are basically coming out

even. I think we might have purchased the property for slightly
less than that and what we got here is a couple of engineering
costa and braoker's commission, it adds up to $40,000. So, if

you are talking about a fair and equitable price for commer-
cjal piece of property, what we paid for it, six years later
it's better than an even break to anybody who buys it.

And letter from Rosemary Coons and you addressed it as someone
wha can see the value of the property, well I can, and I bpase

- that on my experience down in Hyde Park. You don't have a

New York City area up here in Mid Hudsan Valley and it should
be preserved, 8a, all I can say is we are running A business
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Dennis McMullen - here and we are running a business under tough conditions
re right now...I think 1f we can keep management at bay and

they have been listening to what I am saying about the
Friends of the Elmendorph Inn and they hav en't pressured
me to really put out circulars on the market on this
particular piece of property. I think they do recognize
the value of the praperty from a historical point of view
as beyond the commercial aspect of it.
And again the mayor wrote about a fair purchase price and
I maintain that §40,000 i1s about as fair as you can get,
80, se0es4 Mr, Wood wants me to respond individually to
your letters and I'll do that as soon as I get a chance,
but the Grand Union cannot give the property away.
And they are perfectly willing at this point to give you
every opportunity to buy it, but we will give no written
guarantees on that but I think it's not a bad situation to
be in if you can take their word for it....
Jane 1s caught in the middle of this situation, she's the
broker and she is listing the poperty and I think she is
entitled to a commission on the sale of the property and
8a & commigsion 1s another consideration to take into account.
We are kinda lpocked in with Jane. I can't give yoy any
written guarantees that I'll sit back and wait for you to
come up with the money, but on the other hand I have no
written evidence from the Friends of the Elmendorph Inn that
they want to buy the property so if we approach this from

‘ e " . & strictly bysiness point of view I am taking your word

' that you are trying like crazy to come up with the money to
buy the property and I ask you to take my word that we will
do everything we can to give you every consideration to buy
the property and definitely we have no plans to demolish it.
And I really would caution you, the sale pof the property to
any of the commercial fast foods operations that may be
pperating in the area - that's about all I have to say.

Rosemary Coons - Mr, McMullen, are you prepared to answer five hundred
letters because that's how many letters will be going down
there next week.

Dennis McMullen - J said to my wife this morning I thought there was a letter writii
campaign on the way,.and
Yeah, I would, =
If I have to answer them with a form letter, I'll answer them
with a form letter but I prefer to do it personally.
"I will say this, that the letters will be directed to my
attention even if they are sent to Mr. Wood.
I think yoy have got to understand that the corporation
didn't slough off any of your letters, that there was a good
deal of consideration in the past week and a half on this
particular subject,

Amtty Eggert » = May I ask this, If your corporation is aware of the enhanced
value of thelr property, if, indeed, the Elmendorph should
be restored,




Dennis McMullen
Betty Eggert -

Dennis McMullen

Betty Eggert =

Dennis McMullen

Jane Knoblock -
Betty Eggert =~
Jane Knoblock =~

Dennis McMullen

Joseph Zalenskl

L]
»

Dennls McMullen

Rosemary Coons
Dennis McMullen
Joseph Zalenski

Dennis McMullen

Betty Eggert ~

Denpis McMullen

Betty Eggert -

Dennis McMullen

If we own it and you restore it?

No, but you still own the building adjacent - do you not?

Na, finally our lease expired. We may have termipated it

a litter earlier, I'm not sure.
Oh, I see,

We terminated that - we closed that store and the other
little one we had in Red Hook a couple of years ago when
we opened the family style.

Rhinebeck,
Who owns the lease on that.
It's owned by a Harold Miller in Hyde Park - Poughkeepsie.

where do the Friends of the Elmendorph Inn stand as far as
purchasing the property goes. Nobody's committed one way
or the other., I don't think anybody wants to.

well, right now, we aren't doing that well. But, well,

I don't like to answer a question with a question but I
have to., What are you basing this §40,000 on. What you
paid for it or what that property is actually worth right
now? ‘

Neither, I would say that that's-...Am I being quoted
in the papers perhaps?

No, she's our secretary.

The §40,000 18 my estimate of the fair purchase price
based on what you people are doing and on what we paid,
it's a combination of the two.

Why, would you say commercially this is worth more than
£40,000? Do you feel it's worth more than §40,000?

Today, yes, I wguld say that's about right where it is
and I base my experience on finding EZ Shop locations
throughout the Mid Hudson Valley here, Kingston, and
Wappinger Falls, Hyde Park, LeGrange, Hopewell Junction,
Fishkill. None of the land owners were embarrassed about
ripping us off..,why land prices......

Is EZ Shop a subsidiary of the Grand Union?

It was until we sold it to Convenience Industries of
America.,

You na longer have any connection with that.

No - we still.,..The deal where somebody built some of the
byildings for us and we leased to EZ Shop and we subleased
them to a third party., Now, I'm indirectly in between the
two and if there is any damage to the building the landlord




i8 going ta come to me and I have to go to our sub-tenant
and all three of us have to work out any problems that may
arise, but basically we are out of the business, we hava
nathing to do with the operation of the stores,

I think 540”4000- tey

Dennis McMullen

1

Sa, in other words what you are saying Pennis, that you
fell that yau have been ripped off by a few land owners
that you gotta pass this rip...

Joseph 3alenski

Na, yau are misinterpreting completely. What I am saying,
Jane, what would it cost me to put an EZ Shop on a piece
of 150 by 150 commercial property in Red Hook?

Could I get a plece for $20,000?

Dennis McMullen-

Jane Knoblock - Commercial?

Joe, you ask that of any broker in the area.,..that's ...
Ask Paul Fredricks, he seems to work in real .estate, ask
him what he would sell me a piece of property for. If it
had a house on it, ,...,, you are talking about §1,500
demolition., There's a lot to consider when you buy a
commercial piece of property. We didn't mone it commer-
cial and I dan't want to get into a zoning thing, it just
happens to ha a situation to fit our supermarket but at
this time the supermarket is gone..,so..,it's still a

' ' commercial piece of property and beyond what it is, we've
. got a charge on our books, and I think that anytime somebody
byys., . If you bought your house six years ago, would you
ael] it for the same price today as quated in the deal.
Yoy would say there is an inflation factor. In fact you
have to tack on ten percent, ten percent,,.whatever it was
that the cast of inflation..cost of living went up every year
to come out even. What I am saying now is we are holding
that same purchase price even though five or six years have
gone bhy.

Dennis McMullen

Raosemary Caans - Mr, McMullen, I'm going to bring up a nasty subject. 1Is
it not true that someone higher up than you in the Grand
Union Company, and you may deny this, but was willing to
donate this property until you put a stop to it,

Dennis McMullen = It 18 interesting that you should bring that up. I am here
and anybody higher up, and most people in the company are
higher up than me aren't. You talk about my credibility,
ga down to Hyde Park and ask the Environmental Committee,
they know wha I am and they know my word is my bond. Why
did you say that, Have you heard a rumor somewhere? '

Roaemary Coona - I don't think it's a rumor,
Herman Gargens - Well, we are pot doubting your credibility, Dennis,
Dennis McMullen - I deny that, I dan't have any decision making capacity.

Ny responsibility 1s to sell these properties and sub-lease
these clased tores, ,eeeses
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commercial property, why did Grand Unian move out of there
in the first place?

Because we gpened a pewer store,,.

= I know yau openad a newer store. But 1f that's such
a good shopping area and good commercial property, the
necessity to move wasn't there

Yes, it was, Just because it's...I didn't say it's a
good commercial property, I said it's a commercial property.

~ Yes, but in the dead end of town.

It 18 why we moved out, I guess and alsa we consolidated our
two operations.

- Right, now if someone were looking for a commercial piece
af property in here, they would not go ta thdt area.

Well, I don't know,

You were generaliaing before on your value of commercial
property, I think we gotta narrow it down to the specific
building and the location that it's in. And I am curious
to know what an independent appraiser would bring on that
property as it stands today in its location. I know what
you paid for it and I know the dollars involved, but that's
one facet of it, but I would like to know. And that thing
about six years agoa, you can't say that today anymore
because some properties are going down and others are going
up., This one, to me, if anything, if it's breaking even
it'as lucky,

0K, to the Grand Union it's worth what they paid for it
at least, .

Sometimes you take a loss from what it's not..what it's
worth. Yoy haven'teven., .what are your offers, have you
gotten any offers, obviously if you have & §40,000 price
tag on it and ne one came, it's not worth that.

That's not true. The reason that we are all here today
18 to answer the question will Grand Union donate the
property ta the Friends of the Elmendorph Inn and I state
that they will not

QK, then thanks a lot.

That's your department.

Anything I say beyond that; I'm only here to discuss the
matter with you, but.,.




Jane Knoblock =~ If you peaple had come up with a counter offer.,

Depnis McMullen You haven't even come up with an offer,

Jane Knoblock - Not even an affer.

Josaph Zalenskli Na, that's true,

But you have announced in the papers that you will
purchase the property.

Dennis McMullen

Jogeph Zalenski That's trus,
. Herman Gorgens - You've made & decision that you are not going to donate
' the building., You're telling me then that that's a Grand
Union declsion. You said bafore you don't make decisions,
I am assuming that somebody did. -

Dennis McMullen ~ I resent totally that anybody speculataé that I am the guy
* who is holding you up....

Herman Gorgeana - No, I'm not saying that, I am saying.,.you said a few .
minutas Ago ser e .

Dennis McMullen - Rosemary did.

Herman Gargéna'- that you don't make some of the decisions, but you are
here in their behalf as their representative and you just
sald now that you will not donate the building, so that
domeone declided that,,

Dennis McMullen - That's right,

Herman Gorgens - 0K, that's a decisian of the Grand Union (ompany. Now
wa'll take it from there. Before we will talk further
we need a meeting because you caught us totally unprepared
yesterday, A phone got picked up and said I am coming
up tomorrow morning.I would be oblieged for a couple of days
or & week to know you were coming and then...

Dannis McMullen -~ May T paint oute that I have been here before and you have
had two months to discuss thig,

Herman Gargens - I never talked to you,

Dennis McMullen - I talked ta Jo®.,.,,.didn't you know I was here,

Herman Gorgens -~ I knew you were here, but I understand you came up and
were going ta leok at the building, I didn't know what
the particuylars were

Joseph Zalenskl - Also at any time pa condition was made on anybody's side

it was just a friendly meeting, we looked at the building,
right?
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The answer, the reason I cam up last time, Joe, was
bepause I was barraged by Paul Fredricks letters asking
would we dopate the building. I told him on the phone
I wrote him,,,

Dennis, the timing wasn't right.

All right, may I say something. Mr. McMullen, I think
what you are saying la that someone wrote letters asking
for donation, Hé was writing...all right, let me say..
give you a history so you should understand what the
theory behind this was. We have a group of interested
gitizens here who want to buy quote the building, It's
not an easy thing to do to amass money, especially when
you know how much you have to put into that building.

It's almost like a tough situation but we still have
interested people. Paul Fredricks is in the real estate
husiness but he was also 1In advertising. He kept saying
you are going about it the wrong way. If you are dealing
with the real estate department his little world is real
estate. What you want is another department. How about
trying the Publicity Department, that's who is going to do
it for you, real estate can't give you anything, it's the
publicity, If we gilve them something back, other than,
80, therefore, he wrote. That is not a negative thing. It
was not..,.1t was just trying a different avenue, now you
cannot fault that, or can you.

Well, I just react too quickly to it, because before I
went to the real estate office, I was assistant to the

- director of the Public Relations, and I know what's going

ta happen,
Al]l right - what ia going to happen.
They are galng ta send it right down to real estate.

Fipe, fine, sp now that you are aware of 1t. Now if

there 1s another barrage of people, and public reaction is,
you are going to tell me that that's not going to have an
effeot?

They are going to say, who's in charge of this project.

Fine, but if we are giving failr value in other ways, now
you can see, 1f you've been in advertising then you know
what we are talking about. I'm not talking of dollar for
dollar or something else.

But Grand Union ia, I'm sorry, I know it sounds meroenery
but we got this asset and we just can't give it away, That's
the position we take.

Yau haven't asked that, but really the price you put on it
18 the whole idea, how could you possibly put that price
on it in all fairness. Aside from what you paid for it
it'as deteriorated , even more so in the five six years




Lottie Kittner = because nothing was done, It hasn't been enhanced,

Dennis McMullen - Now from the business point of view, we are talking
about demand ok and being all bent out of shape here
- from the McMullen point of view we are talking about the
value of the building ok. It really hurts me to the quick
‘that comment Rosemary, I don't know where you got that from.

Lottle Kittner = Ian't it a fact that Grand Unlon does really not own
property per se, they really mostly lease?

Dennis McMullen - Yes, that's all I can say

Lottie Kittner - Yes, and ian't it a fact that it was guite a surprise to
some membera of a department that you did own a piece
1n RedHook,

Dennis McMullen - No, I don't think so, because we've been leasing 1t ourselves
to Mrs. Beckvermith over the years. We werd well aware
of it that we owned 1t. Any time we..,

Lottle Kittner =~ Your department was aware of it but other departments were
" het, '

Dennis McMullen - There is nothing unusual about that.
Lottie Kittper -~ That's what I'm saying.
Dennis McMullen ~ I dan't know what adveitising 1s doing.
Lottie Kittner - Obviously, one department doesn't know what the pther
' department is doing, But going through another department
18 not necessarily trying to orush your department now,

that's all I'm saying.

Dennis McMullen - There's nothing wrong with that, but there are 500 letters
on the way to God , I'm going to get them next week.

Lottle Kittner - Fine, but in the meantime they go to somebody else - that's
all, :

-
Dennis McMullen - All right, we've been to the top of the mountain with
. Just more letters,,.,

Rasemary Coons - Mr, McMullen, obviously when our Congressman who is golng
ta write a letter and our Assemblyman and our County
Executives, who are all writing letters, obviously they are
not going ta write to you, they are going to write to the
President of the company, that's where 1t goes, They are
not going ta write to Jane, they are going to the top. And
1f Mr. Wood does not pay attention, he is not a good
president.

Dennis McMyllen = See, now you are ignoring that he pald attention. And I'm
- telling you that for two weeks we have been talking this
aver, What da you want?
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Lottle Kittner - 8ame consideration, Right now you are talking from the
real estate angle ~ how much do you want to buyy it for.
o, what we wouyld like is - talk - rather than what i1s our offer.
S You keep on goming back to that, what ia our offer,

Dennis McMullen - That's my purpoSe, ¥ want to round you all up and get yau
together and tell you that property is for sale,.and it's

far sale at a good price.
lottie Kittner ~ 0K, we have visions, pan you blame us for them,
'Dennis McMyllen - No, I absalutely don't.
Iottie Kittner = 0K, encourage us.

J Jane Knobleck -~ = I think you should know toa that Dennis has tried to get
ipte the Bicentennial spirit, he wents to williamsburgh
and you knowe.eesson

Dennig McMullen - Well, beyond that, T have to put out a monthly report.
Lottie Kittner ~ That's your department - right.

Pennis McMullen ~ OK,,.well, also

Lottie Kittner - We understand that, you have a job to do.

.
Dennis McMyllen - I have to put out a monthly report on these properties
and 1f we cauld get those monthly reports, I think you'd
find that I've made comments to the effect that we should
ait back and wait for the Friends of the Elmendorph Inn
to do this, they raised so much money here. The last thing
T think youy said you had a thousand dollars raigsed the
last time we met, whatever it was..
If we talk from a business point of view, my next report
will be I don't think the Friends are in a position to buy
it because ane, they havent...we met and even then they did
nat indicate to me that they wanted to buy it and I think
that would be a fair statement. -

lattie Kittner - Because we have other visions,

|
2 Joseph 2alepski ~ Let's put it this way,.we want to buy it, but not at
Ei that price,

i

;

Dennis McMullen = Make me an affer.

lottie Kittner - Qne Dellar and other good and valuable considerations.

Rosemary Coons - One Dollar, right, And & lot of good publicity for the
Grand Union, :

» Dennis McMullen - That i1s the decisian making power I have, namely, should
G I or shauld I not make a presentation to pur real estate
Ak committee ta appraove an offer that is submitted to us.

lottie Kittner = PBut 1f there are other values that you can get for it.
Something that you cannnot put your hand on, but it's
far more valuable to you. You cgertainly could afford it
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. Lottie Kittner = you know, the publicity, T mean, you certainly could use
a7 it , not afferd it,

Herman Gorgens - Do you know off hand what Grand Union is worth as a company -
- total?

Dennis McMullen - That has nothing ta do with it,
Joseph Zalenski - I don't think we are really oconcerned with ...

Dennis McMullen - That has nothing to do with this..you know, what do you
think it's worth,

.Lattie Kittner -~ We want to give fair value

Dennis McMullen - What is it worth

Herman Gorgepns - Right 1in that area '

Jane Knoblack - Give me a chance ta come up with some comparables.

Joe Zalenski = OK

Jane Knoblack - And I would suggest that you people

Joseph Zalenski - This building sold for §40,000 -~ this is a well manioured
'

byilding, this is a livable buillding and you can't compare
gomething like this building to the Elmendorph, in no way.

o

Dennis McMullen - I don't have ta, Joe,

Joseph Z2alenski - Then I don't see what you are basing this §40,000 on.

Jane Knoblock =~ Why doesn't the Friends of the Elmendorph get an independent
appraiser,,,, you know, he's independent,,

Rosemary Coons - We know what the assessed valuation is.

Jana Knoblack =~ That has na bhearing. The assessed valuation, I don't know
of anybody ip this room who would sell thelr house or
property for what the assessment is on their property.

Rosemary Coons ~ I don't know anybody who would buy the Elmendorph Inn for
840,000 ,

Lottie Kittner - Obviously, because it hasn't been bought.

Jane Knoblaock = Well, why don't you people have a meeting. Dennis has
presented their side, be probably would like ta hear what
you're daing.

Dennia McMullen - How many of you have nat been in the building.

Iattie Kittner ~ Have nat been in? T have not been in.

Jane Knoblack ~ If anybody wants ta get in...
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Yau know, Paul Fredricks, whether he is a member of your
committee or not, he claims to have done some brownstone
restoration down in New York City and T think he was ill
when he went in there, do you know what you are getting into
as far as restoration goes, it's a lot of work, Buying it

would be a drop in the bucket..

It would be a labor of Jove.

T am in the architectural profession and J've done a few
buildings, and we are doing one now that I would rather
not be ..and she knows which one it 1s. But it's getting
there,

T understand it is,

I looked at the building, I think it's warth it. Very
gimply, I know what I'm saying, I know what has to have
ta takEt'ct !

It's worth restoring, it's not worth it.
It will never bhe worth what you put into it.

This is a sample pf some notepaper that's really gorgeous.
Jt'a a3 design of what the building could look like, and
you are selling it,.

Yes,

Have you got an estimate of costs to restore that
byilding or what.-,

I wouldn't put a pumber on it, no.
We have a lat of volunteers

In this particular building we cannot put & number on it
because there are going to be so many variables as you go
along, You got to popen it up a little bit more and find
out really whatls there. We've looked at it ta a great
extent, I know what the problems are, and I know how they
can be solved, There are a few problems in the bpuilding.
That's just to get it structurally in shape. That's of
firat and primary concern. And it isn't that bad as far
ag that is concerned., But there 1s a lot that has to go
in , and yau know, as far as I do, you've been in the
building, you know what it looks like. This 1a pot going
ta be a year ar twa either. This i1s gaing to be & lot of
time and a lot of effort and a 1ot of pegple involved and
there's got to be goad directiof in €hé Whole thing up and
down the lipne, and I know it'a going ta be one helluva job
but that job can be done, If I know it can be done, I
think it can bhe done, I'm not blowing my own whistle at
this point, F've been in buildings like this before. It
can be done, the building is salvageable. There's po
question about it,
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But not to any commercial establishment,

Na, Anywhere else I really don't think it would happen,
I']1]l ask you too, Do you think so. If it happened in
another vein,

The restoration of the building.

Nat the restoratipn, using the building,

It would have to pe demolished by’anyone else who bought
it,

From the commercial point of view, sure,
Like what.

Any commercial, retail, office complex.
In the existing building.

Na,

You mean down with the existing building and up with
the property, that's what you're saying,

If you are going to start from scratch. The land 1is
important  from your point of view. I atill maintain
from my poipt of view the house is important too.

only from our point of view, not anyone else's.
Without the house we have nothing.

Wifhaut the building you can have the property.

I understand that.

Wouldn't it be flscally advantageous ta Grand Union to
gilve us and to ,

[ ]
That's what we're talking about.

I mean as a gesture of good will to the community but
alsa taxation rights.

And PUb.I icd ty.

I'm sure there are some advantages and it has publicity
value but I da know that we did hold meetings and we
did dilscuss this fact and the answer was negative.

Well then you have to go back and be more positive,

And you have to go back and read 500 letters.
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I'm done, I'm up here for the purposes of telling you
peaple that the house is for sale, and I honestly feel in
my own heart that I've taken one step in dropping an
incorrect asking price of fifty to forty thousand dollars,

‘T rectified the mistake, all right.

Are you saying we are willing to negotiate another price
other than the forty or are you firm.

I think, and I would talk to you just the way I would talk
to anybody else wha's looking to sublease our stores. We're
pretty close at 1t at forty so don't change the price too
much.

Spoken just like a real estate salesman.
Sometimes J ask €4 a squarebfoot for a store and the guy
says how much flexibility do we have there,I say, you're

pretty close to it, can't put it at more than twenty five
cents.

Mr, McMullen, I think 1f you are firm on the forty then
we ahould go completely the other route and go for the
dollar,

The what?
The dollar,

Mr, McMullen, 18 it possible to have a meeting with any
aother members of any ather department. Let's take the
publicity department.

We'd be glad to meet with Mr, Vailancourt.

Il"

This is pot,.this is just a question, an open question.

This 1s not in any way to knock your department. We know
yoy have a job to da, that's your department. How about
anather road. gan you fault us for that.

I think one of the things we can celebrate in this bicentennial
year 1s the freedom of choice, you can do anything you want.
You can call]l Vailancourt, you can call Wood. I really
prefer that you wouldn't, but if you want te.

Fine.

Because I'm going to be sent back up here again and we are
going ta sit down here and kick this dead horse some more,

I can't believe that,

Are you saying that they wouldn't want to meet with us.
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~meat with yau and I'm here,
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Y don't know, I oan't speak for them. T say I want to
If Mr, Vajlancourt wants to
come up here pr bring you down there, I'm sure, Knowing
him personally I'd say he probably would, he's a nice guy,

Was he in an the meetings over the past week or so,

Na, he's had meetings with me. His immediate boss,

Floyd Rogers and I got together and Floyd Rogers got
together with Woed, so indirectly all four of us had been
involved in it,

So all you are telling us right now is where you stand
period.

Well, ok, I'd like ta sum up my position.

Are you acguainted with the National Trust for historic
preaervations, or thelr publication called Preservation
News, Are you acquainted with that?

I'l]l tell you what I am acquainted with, There's g house
down on River Road about a half a mile from Grand Union
Headquartera, the name escapes me.

Where's that,

New Jersey, Failrlawn, New Jersey.

They were just,..they have a house that was just declared
a national historic gite, they got some kind of a funding.
They got backing from the federal government, o a friend
af mind and I took a tour of the house opne day and they
got a long long way to go and you know, they are all very
positive in their thinking about getting this house
reatored as it should be. They are probably going to dig
up the entire property and sift it....

An archeological dig.
Magt of these things are a long long way to go projects,

But, to get where they are, it took them four or five years
of hard work ta buy the house for $200,000, and as it stands..,

How much property does it have,

It's considerable, It looks like a small
a barn...,

A big hause

farm ynit, with

Yea, Well, I don't know, I'd say it's about the same size
as that but it's all atone.
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The Natieonal Trust i an enormous organigation and then
they put out a regular newsletter which gets inta the
hands of thousands and thousandsaf peaple thraughout the
country, and I can just see Grand Union gives property

in Red Heok, New Yark of a 1700 building. You know, we
could do a lot for the Grand Union with the publicity that
thia committee ecould generate, Not only in our awn
community Red Hook, Rhinebeck, Dutchess County, New York
State, but throughout the country, truly. This is a very
early settlement which you probably know from publicity
which has been sent to you and with the addition and with
the impact of more eighteenth ceniury buildings being
renavated in the area, it becomes pretty important, And
as they become scarcer, it's golng to be growing more.

T wrote a letter toa, but didn't send it out in time for
you to receive it.

I can understand your feeling completely about the problem.
I'd like ta see you restore it, but I keep cdming back to
the purpose aof my being up here was to tell you that all
these letters have been reviewed and the decision is

that we want to sell the property.

Up to thia point. How would it affect your department if
it were let's say went into another department's hands.
What would,,.,would it please you to get it out of your
hands?

Jt won't get out of my hands,

In other words, the decision making out, (ertainly you're

- nat the final word on whether it is given por not. Up to

this point yau are, is that what you are telling us?
I don't underatand,
You're relaying a message.

You're relaying a message. Obviously 1t was based on a
recommendation from you.

Among my disocussions with Grand Union's presidept and
Grand Union's vice president in charge of Public Relations,
they've asked me to get together with you, 8o in answer
to the lettera pn Mr, Wood's behalf the property is not
available as a gift at this time.

Sa you went to the top of the mountain,

That's right,

The top of the mpuntain has spoken.

But he hasn't gotten the deluge yet.

A J BAlUv v
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He knows it's coming,

This is just the tip of the iceberg.

Joseph Zalenskl -~ Yes, ok,

Herman Gorgens ~
Dennls McMullen =~

Rosemary Coops -
Dennia McMullen =
Rasemary Coans -~

Joseph zaienski -

Well, I really have to go. Joe has to go, his business

is mhut down right now. Mine is floating out there.

Good. I'm sorry I pouldn't walk up here and give you the
deed, but I just can't do it.

NGXt time mybet
0K, thanks for coming.
Would you be good enaugh to give this to Mr. Wood.

Thank you too, '




