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A Photographic Retrospective

The Brengels in Red Hook

IHELM BRENZEL was born in Olberada Kreis, Hesse, Germany on
s ’s ; September 27, 1839. He left his parents, ANNA BARBA and JOHAUNSE
BRENZEL, to sail to America in 1855 and celebrated his 16th birthday at
sea. Americanizing his name to WILLIAM, he worked as a farmer until he enlisted in
the Union Army to fight in the Civil War. He was wounded in the Battle of Irish Bend,
Louisiana, on April 14, 1863 and was mustered out of Company A, 159th Infantry
Regiment New York on October 12, 1865 in Augusta, Georgia. He returned to
Livingston and married ANNA ELIZA KEELER on April 19, 1866.

HENRY BRENZEL was the 5th of the 15 children William and Anna raised. He
married MARY CATHERINE KILMER, daughter of URIJAH and ALICE FELLER
KILMER, on November 3, 1898. Their six children were born in Upper Red Hook.

He was a blacksmith by trade. They later moved to 60 West Market Street in Red Hook
where he continued the blacksmith business while serving as postmaster and then mayor
of the village. Both Henry and Mary were very musical. He played the coronet in a band
and she played the organ for church services.

Their oldest, RAYMOND, married GRACE LASHER KNICKERBOCKER on April
12, 1925. He operated Brenzel’s Shoe Store in the village and later had a painting and
wall papering business. He also worked at Aucock’s grocers and at both of his brothers
stores. They lived on Old Post Road in Upper Red Hook and had no children.

RALPH operated the Krasdale store, RK Brenzel Meats and Groceries, on South
Broadway and retired from the US Postal Service. In retirement, he worked at the

Red Hook Farmers Co-op. He married DOROTHY SMITH COON on December 11,
1949. They lived on Route 9 north of the village and had no children.

MILDRED graduated from the Krissler Institute in Poughkeepsie and worked as a
secretary for the Chocolate Factory and Central Hudson in Red Hook. She married
CLIFFORD DOYLE on May 30, 1926 and worked with him at their business, CR Doyle
Confectionery, on West Market Street. They built a house at 33 Prince Street directly
behind her parents house and raised SHIRLEY and DENIS there.

ROLAND and ELEANOR LASHER were married on March 1, 1931. They built at 31
Prince Street and had one son, GLENN. Roland managed the Schaffer Stores grocery

(which became the Empire Market) on South Broadway and Eleanor worked with him
there. He later retired from the Grand Union Company.

MARY worked in a bakery in the village before she married RUSSEL CLUM on April
13, 1930. She moved the farthest from home, 5 miles up Route 9, to his family farm
where she assisted him in its operation. They built a house there and had one daughter,

JANIS.

MARGUERITE married ]. BERTRAM SMITH on June 27, 1943. She worked for CR
Doyle Confectionery and after Bert returned from W.W.11, they built and operated
Smith Motors on Route 9, south of the village. They had one son, DALE, and lived in a
house they built on the garage property.

Through the years, Henry and Mary and their children were active in St. John’s
Reformed Church in Upper Red Hook. All of the children were baptized there and

are buried in the cemetery along with their parents. Some of them were married there.
To this day, many of the grandchildren and their children and grandchildren have been
married, baptized, and worship at St. John’s.
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annual Memorial Day exercises

town Grange, of
‘fafthful attendant and member of the
Reformed church of that village.
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Mr. Brenzel was 03 years and seven
boyo.tiim ‘He was working on & |

the natien for the Civil War, and he |

nine years spanb ab Cohoes and s like

| period in Gallatin, his long life was

passed in Livingston. He bought a
farm at Walker's Mills, which he con-
ducted until twenty years ago, when
he moved to Livingston Village, and
had sinee been a resident there.

~ Despite his years in camp and fiela,
with toil of the soil, Mr. Brenzel was
robust in his advaneed years, but for
the past six week he had been con-
fined to his home and under medical
treatment.

He was a member of the Hudson
Post of the Grand Army of the Repub-
Iica.slongasit existed, and for years
he never missed being in line for u::
here. Hemmammwu!.lohm-
Livingston, and was a

®

He married Miss Anna Elza Keeler,
of Gallatin, who dled some years ago.
There are eleven surviving children of
their union: Four sons, John end
Davis, of Cohoes; Henry, of Red Hook,
and Edgar, of Hudaon seven daugh-
ters, Mrs. Leon Goud, of Alamo, Tex-
as; Mrs. Ernest Taylor, of Albany;
Mrs. Ernest Goulding, of Cohoes; Mrs.
Claude Perlee, of Linlithgo; Mrs. Jas
Plass, of Livingston, and the Afisses
Mary and Amelia Brembel who Mved
with their father.

“Mr. Brenzel was a man of straight-
forward ways, industrious, a good cisi-
m and kindly neighbor, and lic was

1d in high esteem throughout 1his
\rk:lnity
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Alice E. Feller Kilmer
(1849-1933)

Urijah Kilmer (1852-1926)

Willard, Mary and

Hervey Kilmer
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Henry I. Brenzel (1872-1949)
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Mary Kilmer Brenzel (1874-1959)

Henry and Mary Brenzel
November 1898
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front:Raymond and Ralph;
and Amelia Brenzel

M

William Brenzel (holding Mildred), with Henry and
Livingston, NY, September 27, 1919 and the Kilmer

Following Pages: William Brenzel’s 80th birthday,
Family, circa 1920.

Mary (holding Roland)
back: Mary(Mate), Nellie



The Brengel Family

The Brengel Family

red Brep o

d and Mlld
er 1907

Septem},

: ey

R “I.I..IL
- e gl i
| G

>

1,
d Hoo

Upper Re

‘[ezuaIg puejoy PlIyleq UIMIF PUIeq US[[Y ‘IoWLY d0UdIe])) dPLIYIeq dUIALY

IOWY WINQOY ], ‘[9zUdiy ILIDNTIBIN :MOY JUOL] “[9ZUdLYG AIBIA ‘IOW[IY 339I9AF ‘[9zUd1g PIIP[LN :MOY Pig
‘[Pzunag ydpey ‘ouwry Yellan) 19 DwWny W[ Iy ‘[9zudig puowhey :moy puz “IDWLY PIR[[IA X BI0D)
‘[Pzuaig A1Us X ATBIN PHYIRY INYILY X BUI ISW[LY STUUHA X ASAIST] dPHyIeq SIE3RIN X SI[IA\ Moy §org

Ralph, Roland, & Raymond, Mary A., Henry, Marguerite,

Mary C. & Mildred Brenzel, September 1919
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Henry Brenzel, Red Hook Postmaster, 1925-1937, and Ida Germond,

Assistant Postmaster at post office located at 29 West Market Street,
Red Hook.

Henry Brenzel, Mayor of Red Hook, with Stanton Tremper Sr. and
Ford representatives at Central Auto Sales.

The Brengel Family

Brenzel Home

60 West Market Street, Red Hook
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Marguerite and
Bert Smith

Grandpa and
Dale Smith
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4 Generations:

Alice Kilmer, Mary Brenzel, Shirley Doyle with Grandma
Mildred and Shitley Doyle, 1932 and Grandpa, 1933

Glenn Brenzel, Grandpa and Roland Brenzel
Shirley Doyle
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Mlldred Doyle

Raymond and
Grace Brenzel
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Russel and Mary Clum
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Mildred and Clifford Doyle
May 1926

Henry and Mary Brenzel’s 50th Wedding Anniversary
November 1948

Mary and Russel Clum Marguerite and Bert Smith
April 1930 June 1943
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» N. Y., THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1948, Sing

1 i ftieth Anniversary

——

Mr and Mrs Henry Brenzel (above)|dren are Raymond Brenzel, Ralph
celebrated thelr 50th wedding anni-| Brenzel, Mrs Clifford Deyle, Roland

: | Brenzel, Mrs Russell Clum and Mrs
versary wilh a family party at their Bertram Smith

home Nov. 2. Forty mempers of the| Neighbors and relatives sent over a
family attended. This included six|dozen baskets and vases of flowers
children, five grandchildren and sisters|to compliment the Brenzels on this
and brothers of the couple. The chil- | occasion,
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Janis Clum and Shirley Doyle Glenn and Eleanor B |
renze

Glenn Brenzel

Russel, Janis and Mary Clum,
1940
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Marguerit -
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Long Lake, 1945 ale Smic, 5,
Shirley and Denis Doyle

Denis Doyle, Dale Smith and

Glenn Brenzel
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Shirley and Dale Smith
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Glenn Brenzel, Janis Clum and Shirley Doyle
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Denis Doyle and Dale Smith

Marguerite, Dale and Bert Smith
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Ralph Brenzel

Raymond Brenzel, Marguerite Smith, Mary Clum, Mildred Doyle, Roland and Ralph Brenzel

circa 1968

Mildred, Marguerite, Raymond, Mary and Roland
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Kim Doyle, Stephen Lawson, Tim Smith
Dale, Glenn, Roland at the Brenzel Picnic, 1972

Roland and Eleanor

Brenzel

Ki
m Doyle an Heather Brenze]

Raymond and Grace Brenzel
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Brenzel picnic, 1977
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Russel and Mary
Clum
April 1985

Roland and Eleanor Brenzel

Raymond Brenzel
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