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VOLVOVSKY DISAPPEARS IN KISHINEV

Leonid (Arye) Volvovsky [pictured at left] a prominent refusenik recently
forced out of Moscow, was detained by the militia while on a visit te
Kishinev. He has not been seen for more than a week; the militia now

denies that he is in their custody. Repeated attempts to locate him have
been unsuccessful.

Arye, as the famed Hebrew teacher is affectionately known, was visiting
with friends at the Rosenthal home for a Yom Ha Atzmaut celebration. The

police entered without search warrants with the declared intention of look
ing for vagrants. Three people were taken to the central militia station:
Volvovsky, Aron Moonblit and a non-activist female lawyer. Volvovsky was
the only one not released after interrogation.

The refusenik community is very concerned. The militia detail consisted
of a Major Bashkov, Senior Lt. Susorov (inspector of criminal cases) and
another "volunteer". Susorov now claims Volvovsky is in Moscow, where he has not been
seen. The militia team was obviously not an ordinary detail, but rather an impressively
high level group with a specific mission.

Since he lost the right to live in Moscow, Volvovsky has been living in Gorky, where Andrei
Sakharov was also exiled. His Moscow apartment had been previously raided, and all Hebrew
books were confiscated by the police. There is no Soviet law against the possession of

Hebrew language material, but Hebrew is at present not an officially recognized language
in the USSR.

Volvovsky was working as a computer specialist when he first applied for an emigration visa
to Israel in 1974. Dismissed from his job immediately, he now earns a living as a private
Hebrew teacher. (This money is not considered taxable by the Soviet government which does
not recognize Hebrew teaching as a legal profession; thus those claiming to be Hebrew
teachers are liable to the charge of parasitism).

Please send cables to the Chief Procurator in Kishinev protesting Volvovsky's detention.
The address is: Chief Procurator, I.I. Cheban, 25 Gogola St.,Kishinev, Moldavian SSR,USSR.

INVESTIGATION DIRECTED AGAINST BRAILOVSKY AND YELISTRATOV

"Frame-ups" are being prepared against long-time refuseniks Brailovsky and Yelistratov,
according to information from the Soviet Union.

As mentioned in the April 16 issue of the ALERT, several refuseniks have been recently sub-
Jected to intensive searches of their homes, as well as interrogations. All were told that
the interrogations are in connection with Victor Brailovsky.

Brailovsky's Moscow apartment was the location of the recent international scientific
seminar for refusenik scientists. Twenty-four foreign Scientists attended, as well as 40
refusenik scientists. » ; ' .

The attempt to frame Brailovsky influenced the fate of POC Igor Guberman who was asked re-
peatedly to testify against him. The threat of a fifteen year sentence was made during
the pre-trial period to induce Guberman's cooperation against his fellow editor of Jews
in the USSR. He refused, and was approached again by the KGB after the summary speech of
the prosecutor. Promised a minimal punishment in return for his testimony, Guberman
once again refused to testify.

( continued next page)
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Victor Yelistratov's name has been raised frequently in recent weeks in connection with the
case of Tatiana Velikanova, a prominent dissident. A number of people in various parts of
Soviet Asia have been interrogated by the KGB concerning Yelistratov's activities.

Last year Yelistratov wrote:

We are well and all right, wondering exactly what the Moscow procurator office meant when
it answered my claim to give my back my personal things confiscated at the search on
August 9 with a phrase" ...after the investigation is over, we shall decide whether to
give you back your things." Up till then we are getting prepared for the eve of the
Olympics when we (or I, at least) shall be either arrested or expelled to provide foreign
tourists and athletes with a joyful unclouded holiday.

Since the chill in relations between the US and the Soviet Union, Victor has become much more
pessimistic. He now tells friends he expects to be arrested any day.

These two investigations may be part of the general "cleanup" by the Soviets in the pre-
Olympic season. Please send letters of support to Yelistratov and Brailovsky.

Victor & Irina Brailovsky Victor & Batsheva Yelistratov
Vernadsky Pr 99-1 Bol. Cherkizovskaya 1

Korp.l, apt. 28 Korp 2, Apt. 50

Moscow, RSFSR, USSR Moscow 107061, RSFSR,USSR

ZATS TO GO ON TRIAL FOR EMBEZZLEMENT

Moisei Zats, cleared in 1977 of embezzlement charges, has had his file reopened and is ex-
pected to go on trial during the week of May 4. His friends believe that the procurator
of this city re-opened the investigation after after Moisei applied for permission to em-
igrate to Israel.

Three years ago, Zats worked as a construction engineer in Chernovtsy and was often con-
tracted to do private work. Although these additional projects were authorized, a fellow
worker sent an anonymous letter to the municipal procurator charging Zats with embezzle-
ment. On October 2,1977, after a nine month investigation, the local procurator decided to
drop the charges.

Moisei, his wife, two children and mother-in-law, received their visas for Israel in the
latter part of 1979. Needing more time to properly prepare for their departure, Zats re-
quested an extension. The visas, given back to the OVIR, were subsequently returned only
to Moisei's wife, children and mother-in-law. The family refused to leave without him. His
mother-in-law died of a heart attack within a few weeks.

NOTES ON RELIGIOUS MATTERS IN THE USSR

The distribution of matza, which started in Moscow on the first of February, attracted at
least six hundred people a day. Three tons were baked every day and each person was al-
lowed to receive not more than five kilos at a time. People began lining up outside the
synagogue at six in the morning.

In Vilnius too, matza was distributed in the Kapsuko Street Synagogue. Several of the
local Jews arranged to send matza parcels to outlying towns where there are no synagogues
and no facilities to obtain them.

The synagogue in Simferopol has been closed due to construction work in the vicinity. The
baking of matza was transferred to Krasnoznamennaya 78, where some of the 20,000 Jews liv-
ing in Simferopol gather for evening prayers.

The town of Shakhrizyabs in Uzbekistan has a new cantor. He is Khanan Borokhov. The syna-
gogue is situated in Baynal-Minalo Street #23. There are 200 Jewish families living here.

( continued next page)



On Purim as least 600 people attended the Moscow Synagogue to hear the reading of the
Megillah, among them nearly 100 young people. Outside the synagogue more than 500 celebra-
ted the festival with songs and music.

On of the first new Soviet rabbis in years was ordained in Budapest on March 9th. Adolf
Shayevich studied for six years in the Budapest Rabbinical Seminary, the only religious
college in Eastern Europe.

SPOTLIGHT ON AN IMPRISONED FAMILY

Zina and Arkady Abranzon have been held for seven months in pre-trial isolation in the
Ukraine on possible charges of "possession of resources."

This is not a case of refuseniks being imprisoned, but rather an example of the reasons many
Soviet Jews do not apply to leave.

According to information supplied by their cousins in California, it was well known that the
Abranzons were planning to apply for an exit visa. Realizing that they might have to wait
for a visa without any means of support - possibly several years if they were refused - they
put aside their personal savings and possessions to help get them through a rough period.

On October 5, 1979, the police broke into their apartment in Ivano Frankovsk, arrested Zina
Grigorevna and Arkady Leontevich Abranzon and confiscated their possessions. Since then
they have been held, without visitors and without the medicine that both require for high
blood pressure. Their trial may take place this month.

The family asks that letters of encouragement,and requests that they be given their medicine,
be sent to the prison. Since the trial may take place soon, cables requesting clemency
should be sent to the Chief Procurator, Ivano Frankovsk, Ukr. SSR, USSR.

The Abranzons are being held at: The Trial-Isolation Prison, Dadugina Street,Ivano Frankovsk
284025, Ukr. SSR, USSR.

NEWS BRIEFS

¥ Naftali Tsitverblit, 16 year old son of Kiev refuseniks, was accosted and severely beat-
en last week by a group of hoodlums. These same boys had beaten Naftali so badly in an
incident two years ago that Naftali was transferred to another school at his parents' request.

* Ida Nudel is presently working in Tomsk, but is experiencing kidney problems.

¥ Leonid Brailovsky is not participating in the "Military semester" of the Institute where
he studies. So far, he has claimed to be ill, though this can only delay his army partici-
pation. Expulsion from the Institute would result in his being drafted into the army.

¥ The Goldstein brothers in Tbilisi were refused again last month. An interesting sidelight
has been reported by Isai. Mikhail Chazin, a member of Isai's Physics Institute claimed
that Isai had knowledge of state secrets. This was the basis of his refusal on
grounds of secrecy. This same Chazin is now under investigation for selling state secrets!
Isai reports that he is now receiving only registered letters.

¥ Lev Genin is an 18 year old Hebrew teacher who refuses to be drafted into the Soviet army.
He applied for an exit permit twice, but was refused. He is now threatened with the draft.

His address is: Lev Genin, Ul. Matveyevskaya 10, corp. 2, Kv.174, Moscow 119517, USSR.
¥ Long-time refuseniks Yefim and Bella Zigelboim, formerly of Vilnius, are now in Israel.

¥ A document from the Kolkhoz (collective farm) or Ilyinka details the tribulations of the
Jewish families who are attempting to emigrate. They have not been allowed to quit the
Kolkhoz, even though articles 1 and 7 of its charter permit the resignation of its mem-
bers. Without resigning, it is impossible to submit an application to emigrate. Appeals
to officials at all levels, from local to national, are ignored.



NEWS BRIEFS (continued)

¥ Grigory and Natasha Rosenstein will be moving to Riga until the Olympics are over. They
feel pressured to do this because their Moscow apartment is across from one of the Olympic
sites. Correspondents should write to them at: Do Vostrebavania, Glavpochtamt, Riga,
Latvian SSR, USSR.

¥ An Israeli Lerner Committee was recently formed at the Weizman Institute. Their first ac-
tivity on behalf of Dr. Alexander Lerner will be to try to understand recent developments
in his "security" situation. An official told him last fall that he was no longer considered
in possession of state secrets, but, nonetheless, he was refused again. The committee in
Israel is working with Dr.Lerner's daughter, Sophia Lerner-Levin.

¥ Word from the Soviet Union has it that the reason Anatoly Shcharansky received clean bed-
ding in a newly whitewashed barracks was that the camp commandant expected a visit from

the Red Cross. The camp, Perm 35, has no other Jews, though former POC Mark Dymshitz used to
sleep in Shcharansky's bed. Other political prisoners, such as Ukrainian and Armenian
nationalists, are being kept away from Shcharansky.

¥ Lev Blitshtein will spend his fiftieth birthday alone on May 21. His family has been in
the US since 1976 and their hopes of being reunited have been dashed by repeated refusals.
A birthday card might 1ift his spirits. His address is: Bolshaya Pereyaslavskaya 3/2/2,
Moscow 129041, RSFSR, USSR.

END OF AN ERA: JEWISH THEATRE CLOSED

Tallin, the capital of Estonia, is a clean quiet port city with a population of about
one half million, among whom are about 1,500 Jews. When considering such a small popu-
lation, it is most surprising to learn that a Jewish theatre with a dance company and
choir existed there for ten years. Anna Krutchek, born in the Ukraine and a lawyer by
profession, came to Israel in the beginning of February, and recounted how she was one
of the initiators, as well as a principal actress of the ensemble. She brought with her
a treasure-house of photographs and theatre listings which are testimonial to 10 years
of devotion and hard work, hope, success, and excitement, as well as a deep love for
the art.

Anna came to live in Tallin in 1962, when her engineer husband was assigned to one
of the local plants, she found about 2,000 Jews in the city completely severed from any
Jewish cultural or communal activity. She simply could not reconcile herself to this
reality and, with her dynamism, set about changing it. The theatre was in existence
until 1973. During this period forty company members presented various plays by Shalom
Aleichem, Yakov Gordon etc. Performances were given every three months in Tallin, and
periodically the group appeared in Vilna. Soviet authorities allowed no additional ap-
pearances.

"Every performance was an experience, everyone looked forward to it, sang and danced
with us, each time it was like a Jewish holiday " relates Anna. The choir and dance
group presented Jewish and Israeli folk dances. "Our purpose," she says, was to bring
a little Jewish feeling, Jewish life, Jewish folklore to our people who were so far
removed from any link with Yiddishkeit. Principally we wanted to bring the almost-
assimilated youth closer."

In this they succeeded, for many young Jews began to ask to take part in the three
companies. Why then did it cease to function in 1973? Because aliya to Israel assumed
serious proportions; actors, dancers, singers came to Israel and have been living there
since then. Concomitantly, in the light of this massive re-awakening, the authorities
began to place difficult obstacles in their paths. And so Anna Kurtchek comments wryly:

"Perhaps it is symbolic that our last offering, the one during which we parted from our
actors and audience,was Anna Frank."
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SOVIET JEWS: FACTS AND FICTION

RCDA Comment

HE following two d. ts offer two completely
divergent views on the situation of Jews in the
USSR. Neither of them presents any astonishing

new revelations. The issue of Judaism in the USSR has
been discussed on innumerable occasions from every point
of view. Each of Soviet Jewish emigrants in the West
can tell of his or her personal experience with overt or
covert discrimination and humiliation, yet Soviet propa-
ganda keeps repeating that Jews never had it so good as
in the USSR and, except for some trouble-makers, they
are absolutely happy and content with their lot and with
all the opportunitic: open to them in the USSR.

It is true that there are many success stories concern-
ing Soviet Jews. Many citizens of Jewish extraction in-
deed achieved prominence in sciences and arts, in profes-
sions and trades, even in the Communist Party. However,
how many of them are mcliciuia]ews? How many of
them can honestly say that t ve never experienced
discrimination because of their origin? No matter what
their social position may be, they are regarded as a for-
eign element which the society cannot fully trust; this is
only natural, if we consider Karl Marx’ attitude toward
Jews and the history of sporadic outbreaks of anti-Semi-
tism in the past in Russia and in the Ukraine, and in not
too distant past in the USSR.

Furthermore, it is true that many Jews in the USSR
have become assimilated and lost contact with their reli-
gion and with their roots, which in many cases is the
result of their struggle for survival in the antagonistic
Soviet society and a lack of opportunity to become ac-
quainted with their history because now already three
generations of Soviet Jews have been living in isolation
from the world Jewry.

In the USSR the Jews are regarded as a nationality.
Distinction is made bet; Jews (nationals), followers
of Judaism (i.e., believers, practicing Jews), and Zi

BY OLGA S. HRUBY

“Search for Clericalist Partners”; “Judaism in the USSR.”
We selected the last chapter and the conclusion as illustra-
tion of his ¢t and prognosi

True to the form, Bakanursky characterizes practic-
ing Jews as uneducated elderly people; on the other hand,
he avails himself of statements made by their representa-
tives whenever he wishes to support official allegati
concerning the happy life of Soviet Jews. He does not
deal with those Jews who have given up that blessing, as
well as their position, jobs, property and frequently even
:iheir family, in order to emigrate from the earthly para-

ise.

Ironically, Jewish emigration provided fresh ammuni-
tion for Soviet anti-Semitism because Soviet unofficial
propaganda is skillfully using it to set the Jews apart
from the rest of the population. As Peter Balshem stresses
in his appeal, Jews are being pilloried before the nation
as traitors of their fatherland. Soviet propaganda
this tune with its usual virtuosity, completly ignoring
fact that many Christians and even atheists have been try-
ing to emigrate from the USSR for just as long — since
the early 1960’s. As a matter of fact, many Soviet Chris-
tians and Jews have found a common ground and began
cooperating in their siruggle for emigration, which does
not please the government and the Party one bit. At-
tempts are made to separate them because such a joint

¢ is potentially dangerous for the Soviet sys-
tem; expert as it is at twisting facts according to its
needs, it hardly can present Soviet Christians who wish
to emigrate as an alien element or nattonality, as is its
common practice regarding the Jews.

Soviet propaganda succeeded in some instances in
raising suspicions of Jews against Christians and con-
z_tnesely, in arousing anti-Semilic feeling among some

e ot Bt

foreign and domestic, who as a rule are presented as vil-
lains, bourgeois exploiters, money-grabbing supporters of
capitalism, and instigators of Israeli “aggression.”
Israel is treated as an abomination iy Soviet propa-
ganda. Immediately after the establishment of Israel the
Soviet government made several overtures to Israeli lead-
ers, offering them assistance; however, the offer was
declined and the Soviets began acting with all the fury
of a woman scorned. Already in the early 1950’s charges
of Zionism and pro-Israeli espionage were used against
numerous Jews (Rudolph Slinsky) and non-Jews (Vladi-
mir CL tis), C nists and non-Communists, in

courts all over the Soviet-dominated areas and in most '

cases, they were tantamount to death sentence. Stalin’s
paranoia concerning the conspiracy of Jewisk doctors in
the last years of his life offered another proof of his
deep-seated obsession which cost many Soviet Jews
their lives. No wonder that their only chance for survival
was their assimilation and adaption.

Repression of Jews in the post-Stalin era continued
mainly in the form of harsh punishment for the so called
economic crimes, which continues to this day. Among
those executed for fraud, black market and profiteering,
the majority are Jews, although it is no secret that mem-
bers of many nationalities are actively engaged in black
market, usually with total impunity and even with a tacit
agreement on the part of the authorities. In fact, Soviet
economy cannot satisfy the needs of the population in
any.other way; however, Jews are being singled out as
scapegoats.

The official Soviet version of the Jewish issue is
presented in its standard, programmed form in a booklet
pullished by “Znanye,” a state-sponsored organization
for promotion of atheism and “scientific Marxism.” G. L.
Bakanursky, the author — or rather compiler — of the
pamphlet, claims to be a candidate of philosophical sci-

, from the statements made recenty
by o Soviet Christian “leader” speaking to American
Christians in New York. In his presentation he stated that
Soviet Jews, far from being discriminated against in the
USSR, are the privileged class of that societey. In his
words, which may be easily refuted by any informed read-
er, no Jews holds a menial job in his country; all of them
have achieved prominent positions in arts, professions and
trades, and most of them have joined the Party for rea-
sons of prestige and advantage. He said further that
Soviet Jews have numerous synagogues and schools (Ba-
kanursky mentions only one); kosher food is available
to them; they have access to schools of higher learning.
As an example he mentioned that 60% of the students in
a dental school in Moscow were Jews. He continued that
Soviet Jews did not demonstrate much interest in religion,
and stressed their upward social mobility and adaptability,
quoting as an example the case of his Jewish schoolmate
who had changed his Jewish surname Zakharius to Za-
kharov and whose wife had adopted the Russian name of
Nina instead of her original Jewish given name.

Particularly embarrassing and unwarranted were his
references to the involvement of Soviet Jews in black
market and profiteering and their just punishment for
such crimes, which, as he implied, gives rise to the belief
that they are being persecuted in the USSR. (In all
fairness, this Soviet Christian representative was just as
scornful of the Soviet Christians who are reluctant to
embrace Soviet ideology whole-heartedly and become its
l;yal servants; in particular, he attacked Rev. Georgi

ins.)

To complement Bakanursky’s review of the situation
of Soviet Jews we include a rather typical case history
of a Soviet Jewish refusenik. It is by far the most dramatic
or ptional one, h , it shows the cat-and-mouse
game played by Soviet authorities with the would-be
emigrants, which often ends u: ’tmgedy (in [act, many

ences, which is an academic degree roughly equival
to our Ph.D. He not only failed to intrmgucc some new,
interesting arguments, but also failed to do his homework.
His expertise is evident from such gems as “the Jewish
Orthodox Hunter College in New York” (p. 54).

He di Judaism in ch pters entitled “Judaism
in Antiquity and Middle Ages”; “Judaic Religion in the
Capitalist Era”; “Judaic Clericalists and Zionism”; “Mod-
ernization of Ideology in Contemporary Judaism”;

refuseniks suffered tal br and in some cases,
itted suicide, unable to withstand continuous humil-
iation, racial slurs, and frustrations). Balshem's sto
should be read in context with the Vashchenko Chronicz
(RCDA, V, 17, Nos. 4-6) and the story of the Chmykha-
lov family (RCDA, V. 17, Nos. 10-12) in order to ap-
preciate properly Soviet implementation of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the Helsinki Final Act.




From: Nauchny Ateism [Scientific Atheism], No. 1,
1978, Znanye [Knowledge] Publishing House,
Moscow.
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JUDAISM AND CONTEMPORARY ERA

by G. L. BAKANURSKY

Judaism in the USSR

’I;lE Great October Socialist Revolution made it pos-
sible to implement in reality the slogan of freedom of
conscience. Q’ L Lenin said: “Every person must be com-
pletely free to profess whatever religion one may wish,
or not to recognize any religion, i.e., to be an atheist . . .”!

Immediately after the Revolution the church in our

those Republics; in the Baltic area (Lithuania, Latvia,
and Estonia) it is from 5 to 9%, and among the Georgian,
North Caucasian and Bukhara Jews — from 7 to 12%.
In the absolute majority of cases those who practice
Judaic religion are e derly citizens above 60 years of age.
38 An ‘ann]ojgical situation has been determined by so-

,country became separated from the state, and the school
from the church; the rulin, position held in the tsarist
Russia by the Russian Orthodox Church was abolished
+and all religions, including the Jewish faith, became equal
before the law. This circumstance means in particular
jthat all believers, no matter what religious faith they
profess, have the same rights and obligations as non-reli-
ious citizens, and any discrimination based on religious
aith as well as on etznic origin, sex, etc., is prohibited.

The provision concerning freedom of conscience has )

been subsequently incorporated in Soviet constitutions.
The Constitution of the USSR, adopted in October
1977, confirmed the experience of safe arding freedom
of conscience in our country, which had implemented
for many years: the citizens of the USSR are guaranteed
freedom of conscience, in other words, the right to profess
any religion, and perform religious rituals, or not to

ofess any religion, and to cond theistic propagand
f:is forbidden to incite hostility and hatred in connection
with religious convicti e church in the USSR is
separated from the state, and the school from the church,

The Soviet Constitution is a clear reflection of the

basic demands articulated in the slogan of freedom of
conscience, which are fully expressed and implemented

only in the conditions of socialist society, namely: the
right to confess any religion; the right not to profess any
religion; the right of each individual to conduct atheistic
propaganda: equal rights and obligations of the citizens,
no matter what their attitude toward religion may be;
equality of all religions before the law; prohibition of
any kind of coercion as regards religious faith or the lack
thereof; non-interference of the government in the affairs
of the church, and non-interference of the church in the
affairs of the state; prohibition of exploiting religious
beliefs to incite hostility and hatred.?

By guaranteeing and safeguarding genuine imple-
mentation of human rights, among them also freed%m
of persuasion, the socialist system enables the individuals
fullv to satisfy their religious needs, regardless what the
confessional contents of such needs may be.

The believing citizens of the USSR, sharing Judaic
religious nrinciples and faith, are no exception in this
nrogram. As regards their needs, there are 180 synagogues
and tens of millions [sent i plete, pr bly
“lews”] (small groups of believers meeting for joint
praver in private homes) in our country. The synagogues
ate lecated in many large cities, particularly in Moscow,
" eningrad, Ki-v, Riga, Vilnius, Tashkent, Thilisi, Baku,
Svardlavsk. Lvov, Odessa, Birobidzhan, etc. A yeshiva,
a Judaic theological school established many years ago
at the Moscow synagogue, is training Judaic clergy-rabbis.
At a press cenference Yakov Fishman, the rabbi of the
Mosc~w Choral Synagogue, declared: “I may confirm
that the believing Jews in the Soviet Union enjoy full
religious freedom. Nobody prevents us from praying in
our synagogues and from performing our religious
rituals.”

As every other religion, the Judaic religion in the
USSR is undergoing a deep crisis, It is losing more and
more of its followers who, under the influence of so-
cialist realities, are voluntarily giving up religious ideol-
ogy and adopting the positions of agnosticism and
athei:m.

P ntaal Licrad

gical research in our country has
shown that the number of practicing Jews on the ter-
ritory of the Russian Federation and in the Ukraine
ranges from 3 to 5% of the total Jewish population in

g of the Jewish population in the Mol-
davian Soviet Socialist Republic, in the Jewish Auto-
nomous Territory of the Russian Socialist Federated
Soviet Re{ublic, and in other areas of our country. Thus,
studies of religiosity among the Jewish population of
Birobidzhan, conducted in the late 1960’s, demonstrated
that only a small group of aged people practiced Juda-
ism. As for the young and middle-age Jews, these cate-
gories of our population fn those areas have no connec-
tions whatsoever with religion.

Sociological studies g the Jewish
mpulan'on in the Moldavian SSR demonstrated that the

el of its religiosity did not exceed 7-8% of all the
citizens of Jewish extraction residing in that Republic.
As for the age of the practicing Jews in the Soviet Mol-
davia, those persons were mostly over 60 years old. In
various districts of the Moldavian SSR the believers in
that age group comprised 62 to 94%. In most cases,
these gelievers are persons who do not participate in
social production (retired and disabled persons, and
housewives). As a rule, their educational level is not
above that of elementary school.’

Long gone are the days when the Judaic clergy and
some of the believers hoodwinked by the clergymen dis-
played hostile attitudes toward the Soviet government.
Now the overwhelming majority of believing Jews and
of heir spiritual leaders-rabbis have adopted a loyal at-
titude; they actively support the policy of the Communist
Party of the USSR and the federal government in every
area of our country’s economic, social and cultural life.
As the absolute majority of non-religious citizens of Jew-
ish nationality, the practicing Jews in the USSR have
rejected the clericalist-Zionist provocations from abroad,
directed against true socialism in our country and its
great achievement — friendship among nations.

The conference of the leaders of the Rabbinate and
Judaic Religious Congregations in the USSR, held on
March 23, 1971, in Moscow, issued a declaration stating:
“We decisively reject any attempts made by international
Zionist circles and by the government of Israel to speak
in our name and to protect us from the non-existent in-
justice and oppression . .. As citizens of our F, atherland,
we hereby declare that all the allegations made by the
government of Israel.and by the international Zionist
circles concerning the purported inequality of the Jews
in the Soviet Union are vicious fabrications intended for
anti-Soviet purposes.”

On January 22, 1976, on the eve of an anti-Soviet
Zionist meeting in Brussels, demagogically entitled “In-
ternational Congress for the Defense of Jews in Non-
Democratic Countries,” the leaders of Judaic religious
congregations in Odessa addressed the following state-
ment to the embassies of six Western countries — Belgium,
the USA, Canada, Italy, France, and England: “We, the
citizens of the USSR, believing Jews residing in the city
of Odessa, hereby voice our protest against Lﬁe impudent
intentions of the Zionists to convoke their next rovocative
meeting in Brussels. We understand full well what in.
clinations are motivating the Zionist leaders, They are
not inspired by any concern for the fate of Jews but by
their hatred for our Fatherland, their efforts to slander
the Country of the Soviets, where for he first time in the
world the national problem has been truly resolved, where
all nations enjoy equal rights and are building a good
life together. However, the Zionist gentlemen will be dis-
appointed. The world is well aware of the rating given
to them by the 30th Assembly of the United Nations, As
believing people, we reply to the Zionists: ‘Fear God and
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don’t disturb the peace but help create it!” We appeal to
the sensibilities of your governments, requesting you to
condemn the provocations committed by world Zionism
and to ban its meeting.””

The proofs of the negative attitude toward Zionism
on the part of the absolute majority of the clergy and
followers of the Judaic religion in the USSR bear yet
another testimony that, contrary to the allegations by
Zionist propagandists and Judai clericalists, Zionism
and the practice of Judaic religion are not necessarily
related. In our time the greatest follower and champion
of Zionist clericalism is that part of Judaic clergy in the
West that is associated with certain circles of monopolistic
bourgeoisie. The unity of their class interests, the at-
tempt to defend the capitalist system, the hatred toward
the ideas of socialism and Communism, the struggle
against the socialist camp and above all, against the USSR
— that is the basis for the unity of the reactionary clergy
and the monopolistic capital as partners in clericalist pol-
itics.

Conclusion

The changes of Judaism and also of the character
of those changes refute the rabbinical fabrications con-
cerning the exclusive nature of Judaic religion. Through-
out its long history Judaism has passed through great
many stages which reflected radical changes in the condi-
tions of Jewish life in various socioeconomic situations
and in various countries. In the antagonistic the Jewish
religion, as other religious faith, always supported the in-
terests of the ruling classes and defeated private property
and exploitation. Contemporary Judaism in the capitalist
countries plays the same social role.

e reactionary character of the class contents of
Judaism in our days has been intensified because the
rabbinical ruling clique in the West had put religion into
the services of Zionism, one of the most militant and
jingoistic expressions of bourgeois nationalism. Judaism
in its orthodox variant is being directly used by the
government of Israel to “justify” its annexation drive
aimed at usurpation and absorption of territories betong-
ing to the neighboring Arab nations.

In the USSR Judaism exists primarily in its orthodox
form, spread among a negligible number of the Jewish
population. It is now undergoing an escalating crisis
which is reflected in the fact that masses of its believers
are abandoning religion.

Judaism in our country represents a phenomenon
that, just as other religions, is a vestige of the past
and an anti-scientific, reactionary ideology.

The main task of atheistic propaganda and education
is to overcome any influence of religion, including the
Judaic faith, in conditions of socialism.

Notes:

V. I. Lenin, Complete Works, V. 12, p. 143.

2For details see: V., A. Kuroyedov “Soviet Government
and the Church,” Moscow, 1976, p. 5.

3See: “Hébreos soviéticos: mitos y la realidad” [Soviet
Jews: Myth and Reality], Moscow, 1972, pp. 32-33.

4Compare: A. Vinokur: “Dying of Ancient Faith,” in
“Nauka i Religiya” [Science and Religion], 1967, No. 1.

See: M. A. Goldenberg “Critique of the Ideology of
Modern Judaism and Zionism,” Minsk, 1972, pp. 41, 42, 47.

6“Izvestiya,” March 25, 1971.

7See: Reports on current affairs by the authorized Coun-
cil for Religious Affairs at the Odessa Provincial Executive
Committee for 1976.

Translated from the Russian by Qlga S. Hruby
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soosee 1 NE Olympic Dilemma

By Yuriy Deychakiwsky

The Olympic Games are a most im portantevent in international sports | ife. They attract
the close attention of millions of people on our planet aud mirror the irvresistible wish of

mankind to achicve and progress.

This remarkably noble statement about
the Olympic Games was made by the leader
ofagovernment which hasand continuesto
defy theidealsandspiritofthe Olympies. It
Is not surprising, however, that it came
fromamanwhoexcelsin the“art” of deceit
and hypocrisy. In fact, Brezhnev is so skill-

full that he has succeeded in exposing Lord '

Killanin’s lack of vertebrae and rendering
him speechless with a blood*flavored
lollipop—all at one time.

The International Olympic Committee
closes its eyes to the numerous violations of
the Olympic Charter by the USSR. Accord-
ingtothecharterofthe I0C, nodiserimina-
tion is permitted against any nation or in-

dividual on racial or political grounds.E
Moreover, the 10C rulebook (Chapter 4,

paragraph 39) states that colonies, domin-

I

ions, and even those national entities that |

are temporarily incorporated into other
nations, may participate in the Games,
Thus.dependentcoloniessuch as Bermuda
and Hong Kong, and non-UN members
such as Liechtenstein and Monaco partici-
pate independently in the Olympic Games.

The Soviet Union has blatantly violated
this principle and continues its systematic
Russian colonialist policy in sports. Uk-
raine. a nation of over 5( million and a
memberofthe UN. is not permitted to form
its own Olympic Committee and field an
independent Olympic team. Instead, the
USSRfieldsasasingleteam with athletesof

Leonid Brezhner (1978)

various nationalities and, moreover, mis-
represents many of the non-Russian ath-
letes as “Russians.” Most illustrious are the

examples of Valery Borzov and Leonid -

Zhabotynsky, both of whom are Ukrain-
ians.

Ukrainian athletes, who have won 38%of
the USSR’s Olympic medals since 1952,
have been expressing their desire to form
an independent Ukrainian Olympic team
since 1953, when Volodymyr Kuts, the out-
standing distance runner, first raised this
question in Paris. Many articles to this ef-
fecthaveappearedinthe Soviet Ukrainian
press, for example, one by Kim Pushka-
ryov, which appeared in Dnipro (No. 6,
1960), a journal published in Kiev. Profes-
sor Bunchuk, director of the Institute of
Physical Culture in Kiev, wrote a book on
the issue and was subsequently dismissed
from his position. More recently, the Uk-
rainian Helsinki MonitoringGroupin Kiev
has publicly demanded that Ukraine exer-
ciseitslegitimate righttoparticipateinde-
pendently in all international events and
proceedings, which includes the Olympic
Games. Ukrain’.n athletes who openly ex-
press their national strivings, are imme-
diately repressed. Such was the case of two
Ukrainian lugers, Mykola and Valentyn
Papirovy, whowere notallowed to compete
in Lake Placid, and possibly were even ar-
rested by the KGB for nationalistic
tendencies. :

Becauseofthesetotalitarian practices by
the Soviet-Russian regime, Ukrainian ath-
letes, unable to express their desires pub-
licly, have asked Ukrainians in the West to
takeuptheir cause. Thus, Ukrainians have
lobbied in behalf of their enslaved coun-
trymen at the Olympics in Melbourne,
Rome, Mexico City, Munich, Montreal, and
most recently, in Lake Placid at the XIII
Wintqr Olympic Games.

P

The formation of independent Olympic
teams by all of the nations enslaved by the
USSR would not only serve to uphold the
statutes of the Olympic Charter, but would
also be in the interests of athletes since the
number of participants would be multi-
plied many times over.

Besides directly disregarding the Olym-
pic Charter, the Soviet Union—the host of
the 1980 Summer Games —hasviolated the .
spirit of the Olympics. The pre-Olympic
period in the USSR has been a time of
massive repressions against activists for
human and national rights; these repres-
sions have been particularly harsh in Uk-
raine. This in itself is reason enough to
disqualify Moscow as an Olympic host city.
Yet calls for a boycott of the Moscow Olym-
pies were not given serious consideration
until President Carter raised the issue as a
result of the Soviet invasion of Afghanis-
tan. Practically speaking, the boycottofthe
Moscow Olympics is a weak and insuffi-
cient response to the Soviet invasion, but it
isatleastasymbolicresponsetothe murder
of thousands of Afghans and to the repres-
sions in Ukraine and other republies of the
Soviet Union.

Theideaofan Olympic boycott isnot new.
An “Olympiad” opposing Hitler’s Games
was organized in Catalonia (at that time a
semi-autonomous region of Spain).
Hundreds of athletes were prepared to
compete in Catalonia as a denunciation of
Nazi Germany, but were stopped on the
scheduled opening day —July 19, 1936—by
the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War.
The apathy of the IOC (which received all
documentsreleased tothe press by Smolos-
kyp at the Olympics, including calls for a
boycott of the Moscow Olympies from dis-
sidents in the USSR) was particularly dis-
turbing. Even a mysterious fire alarm,

. which sounded when police escorted the
- ULF

members out of the IOC headquar-
ters, did not awaken the “sleeping” Lord
Killanin to the events in the real world.

Activesupportatthe Lake Placid Games’
for President Carter’s call for aboycottand
condemnation of the policies of the Soviet
Union, came solely from Ukrainians from
the U.S. and Canada.




Stoga

i i i Never See", appeared in the May, 1980
excellent picture-essay, entitled "The Russia We i3 : )
?:sue of LifepMagazine. Tée vivid photographs, taken by Vladimir SlChOY, who recgntly em-
igrated, constitute a compelling portrait of civil disobedience and police brutality in the
)
USSR.
The photos below depict Antonina Agapova's desperate attempt to join her son. The placard

reads: "Brezhnev, let my family go."
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Ists Urge
ott Support

Three Jewish activists have issued an open letter, asking for support for the
campaigntoboycottthe Moscow Olympics, inresponse to Soviet violationsof human
rights. Eduard Kuznetzov was a long-time political prisoner of the USSR, having
been sentenced to death (later commuted to a fifteen-year term) for planning to
escapethe Soviet Unionin a hijacked plane. Avital Scharanskyisthe wife of Anatoly
Scharansky, Jewish activist and Helsinki Monitor, now imprisoned in the Soviet
Union. The appeal, made March 16, 1980, from Jerusalem, was issued on behalf of
the Shomer Achi Anochi(IAm My Brother’s Keeper)organization. The followingis

mental rights as outlined in the U.N. char-
ter to which the USSR is a signator. The

o
o its full text.
= The United States government has re- treatment of the Prisoners of Zion by the
(ZD centlystated thatit will boycott the Moscow  Soviet Jjailers is a matter of universal con-
T . Olympic Games in protest of the recent cern.Theycryouttoallofustointercedeon
a '2 o Sovietexpansionin Afghanistan,aswellas  their behalf before their Soviet captors.
n i their disregard for human rights as wit- :
o > nessed in the exile of Andrei Sakharov. We must not allow the MO.SCOW Olvmpics
o it 4 of 1980 to serve as a showpiece for the So-
a This is only a single example of what the ; ; 5
; ; g ¢ viets as the Berlin Olympics of 1939 served
> < m Soviets will do to those citizens who wish to :
X exercise freedom of speech, which is a fun- the Nazis. If a country as powerful as the
/5] -: 0 damental right in all free countries. gn;lttidhsot a:?i;ialosf}f t::tgrbannerl';or hutm_an
9 D o The United States has long carried the wﬁl f;)'llovlv) yotherireeworld countries
© s . . . .
(@) Q torch of liberty and human rights in the Your promptactionon behalfofthe Pris-
s world. We appeal to you to urge YOUEROV- || o arsof Tion is appreciated
o QO E ernment to include in its reasoning for Thanking vou for vo ] ¢ d
e > boycotting the Moscow Olympicstheplight W g thagt {)ur 3 'yturffcoc;pera'liog an
—— of the Prisoners of Zion. The world must be fre‘()edfm el joint ‘ettorts. will bring
o reminded that the Soviet Union continues ! i ;
to torture humans and deny their funda-

Edvard Kuznetzor Michael Shtieglitz
Avital Scharansky
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Caviar, day
of talk with
Shcharansky

Associated Press

MOSCOW — The mother and.

brother of Anatoly Shcharansky re-

ported yesterday they had spent 24

hours with the imprisoned Soviet Jew-
ish dissident, forcing three days’
worth of food on him and talking
through the entire visit.

Leonid Shcharansky and Mrs, Ida
Milgrom told reporters in Moscow that
Shcharansky's health seemed to be
improving since he was transferred
recently to a Ural mountain labor
camp, although he still looked hag-
gard. They said he is learning to be a
metalworker for $7 a month and is
using “every free minute to walk un-
der the sun.”

Shcharansky, 32, was convicted in

1978 of spying for the United States,

and until late March was imprisoned

.at Chistopol Prison, 500 miles east of
"Moscow, in a sunless cell.

The visit last week was the first by
relatives since his brother and mother
spoke to him for two hours through a
glass barrier in August at Chistopol. If
Shcharansky’s behavior suits au-

thorities, the relatives said, another-

visit may be permitted in August.

Milgrom said she took caviar, fruit
Juices, oranges and meat cutlets. She
and Leonid spent from Friday to Sat-
urday evening in a special visiting
apartment attached to the labor
camp.

“When Tolia (Anatoly) learned we
had only 24 hours he said, ‘all right,
we'll talk right through the night.” We
talked for 24 hours nonstop,” Leonid
Shcharansky said. ““He wanted to
know about Natasha (his wifr, now in
Israel), about his friends and about
who was emigrating.”
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INSIDE THIS WEEK'S ALERT

* Details of a visit with Anatoly Shcharansky
appear above.

* Refusenik Leonid Volvovsky has disappegrgd.
since he was picked up by the Kishinev militia.
See our lead story.

¥ There may be more trials coming up. On page 1,
information about attempts to fabricate cases
against Brailovsky and Yelistratov. On page 2,

a trial planned for Moisei Zats, although he
was previously cleared of wrong-doing. On page
3, a non-refusenik family to be tried.

*¥ A special on Soviet Anti-Semitism by Olga
Hruby is reprinted on pages 5 and 6.

¥"The Olympic Dilemma" from a Ukrainian nation-
alist viewpoint on page 7.

*¥%¥STOP PRESS: Ivan Oleinik, recently given a
one-year sentence on trumped up charges of
hooliganism, is being allowed to serve his sen-
tence living at home working "on the Soviet
economy . "




