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The Union of Councils for Soviet Jews

UCSJ ENDORSES REMOVAL OF OLYMPICS FROM MOSCOW

The Union of Councils for Soviet Jews, in keeping with the position advocated since
July,1978, has urged President Carter to officially sanction the removal of the 1980
Olympics from Moscow. The organization has also expressed its support of the President's
reassessment of U.S. foreign policy following the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. Robert
Gordon, president of the UCSJ said, "We strongly believe that, given the current situation,
our presence in Moscow will make a mockery of the ideals of international cooperation and
sportsmanship."

In a letter to President Carter, dated Jan. 10, Mr. Gordon said, "We feel that re-
moving the Olympics from Moscow will serve the interests of the American people, as
well as those of Soviet Jews, whose fate is of special concern to us. Major U.S. news-
papers have already reported Soviet plans to brutally 'cleanse' Moscow of 'undesirable
elements', i.e., refuseniks and other religious and political dissidents. We know the
history of President Nixon's visits to the Soviet Union in 1972 and 1974, when refuse-
niks suffered house-arrest or languished in Soviet jails for the duration of his visits.
We must not allow the presence of American athletes and spectators in Moscow this year to
legitimize this oppressive regime.

"Holding the summer Olympics in Moscow in 1980 is the moral equivalent of holding
the Olympics in Berlin in 1936. We,therefore, urge you to call upon the leaders of the
51 nations in the UN who have declared their opposition to Soviet aggression in Afghanistan
to organize a '1980 Freedom Olympics' to be held in a free, democratic nation."

Congressman Robert Drinan (D-MA), acting on behalf of UCSJ presented the White
House with petitions signed by more than sixty five thousand people, urging that the
Olympics be removed from Moscow. In a letter to President Carter, Representative Drinan
said,'The Soviet Union's disregard for the provisions of the Final Act of the Helsinki
Accords, failure to assure news agencies that they will be able to report the games with-
out censure, and failure to provide adequate assurances that all participants in the 1980
Olympics will receive adequate protection, necessitate removal of the Games from Moscow."
(The full text of the Drinan letter appears on page 2).

UPDATE FROM THE USSR

As public figures and journalists in this country continue to debate the issue of American
participation in the Moscow Olympics, little is heard from Soviet Jews. The little news
we do receive is not good.

* An American tourist tries to contact refuseniks in Kiev. They are too frightened
to talk to him. Some KGB men pick up the American and drive him around -town in silence,
giving no indication of what they are planning to do with him. He was later released
unharmed.

* Also in Kiev, a number of people who had received exit visas were visited in the
middle of the night by police who took the visas away.

* The number of Jews arriving in Vienna has dropped dramatically. In the first 11 days
of this month 900 people were processed - down 30% from December(which was already

down from the previous month).

In the face of such discouraging news, we ask adopters to keep writing to
their Soviet Jewish families. In hard times like these, every bit of encourage-

ment helps.
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President Jimmy Carter

The White House

1000 Pennsylvania Avenue,N.W.
Washington,D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I commend you for your strong condemnation of the Soviet Union's invasion
of Afghanistan and endorse your efforts to seek the removal of the 1980 summer Olympic
Games to a site (or sites) outside the Soviet Union.

For over a year now, I have supported efforts of citizen activist groups in
the U.S. to have the Olympics removed from Moscow because the Kremlin has refused to
guarantee that the rights of its own citizens would not be jeopardized. During President
Nixon's visits to the Soviet Union in 1972 and 1974, for example, proponents of Soviet
compliance with the Helsinki Accords were placed on preventive house arrest or placed in
jails for the duration of the visit. The Soviet Union's disregard for the provisions of
the Final Act of the Helsinki Accord, failure to assure news agencies that they will be
able to report the games without censure, and failure to provide adequate assurances that
all participants in the 1980 Olympics will receive adequate protection necessitate re-
moval of the Games from Moscow.

The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan has added new impetus to the growing numbers
of people in this country who support removal of the Games. In a move unprecedented in
recent years, the Soviet Union has violated the right to national self-determination of
the Afghan people. Strong measures must be taken to condemn this Soviet aggression in
the eyes of the world community.

The Union of Councils for Soviet Jews has compiled sixty five thousand signatures
on petitions urging that the site of the Olympics be removed. It is my pleasure to forward
these petitions to you asa an indication of the support for your current efforts.

It is my sincere hope and the hope of the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews that
you will take the necessary steps to insure that the summer Olympic Games are not held in
the Soviet Union.

With every best wish, I am
Cordially yours,

ﬁw}m

Robert F. Drinan
Member of Congress
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CONGRESSMAN JACK KEMP CALLS FOR REMOVAL OF GAMES FROM MOSCOW

The following is excerpted from a statement by Congressman Jack Kemp:

. . Parallels between the 1936 and 1980 Summer Olympic Games are frighteningly
similar. Then, as now, the games were fashioned into a showcase in which to glorify
a totalitarian regime. Then, as with the Soviets, the Nazis regime had begun its
practice of official religious discrimination and engaged in military aggression,
genocide, and blatant disregard of the condemnation expressed by the world community,
of its domestic and foreign policies.

In 1936, a boycott was seriously discussed, since it was felt that the games
were being used for political purposes. Groups such as the "American Good-Will
Athletic Union to Preserve the Olympic Ideal,Inc.'" were formed, with the approval of
the U.S. Supreme Court, to seek the removal of the games from the manipulation of
Hitler.

Sadly, those who took a stand in behalf of human rights did not prevail, as
in the case of Ernest Jahncke, an American sportsman and former assistant secretary
of the Navy, who was dropped from the International Olympic Committee after a nine
year tenure. The reason for his removal: he dared to suggest that we could not be
sure that American athletes would not be discriminated against for their racial back-
ground or religious beliefs.

Incredibly, the decision not to boycott the 1936 games was made within two
months after the Nazis published the anti-racial, anti-Jewish Nuremberg Laws.

. . The United States and its people need to stand up for what they believe,
not give in to inevitability. That attitude led to the slaughter of six million Jews.
We have many times vowed "never again." Removing the Olympic games from Moscow,along
with all the related glory and celebration of the Soviet state, would be a giant step
in keeping that commitment.

Unfortunately, neither the President not the Congress have the authority to
remove the games. But neither should remain silent in the effort to convince the
U.S. Olympic Committee and the Olympic committees of the other participating nations
of the desires of the American people and their elected representatives.

. We have heard a multitude of evidence that the Soviets are cleansing
Moscow of dissidents and "refuseniks", preparing school children for the onslaught of
foreign tourists with vicious lies to frighten them, and then will ship them off to
summer camps so that they have no opportunity to be exposed to visitors.

Let's save the Soviets the trouble.

Let's show the Soviets that the West will not give them silent consent and that
we have learned the lessons of history. Columnist George F. Will reminds us that the
Olympics are big business and if we allow the Soviets to use them for purposes of
propaganda "we will confirm the Soviets' belief in our pursuit of commerce to the '
point of self-destruction, and our pursuit of amusement to the point of decadence.'
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Rodgers
responds
Proposed boycdtt |

is ‘just a threat’
From Wire Ser'vices

NEW YORK — The possibility of an American boy-
cott of the 1980 Olympic Games in Moscow is contrary fo-
the Olympic spirit, counterproductive and, luckily, also
very remote, athletes and coaches said yesterday. -

1n the wake of President Carter’s suggestion Friday
of a possible boycott because of the Soviets' invasion of
Afghanistan, those most directly affected felt politicfza-
tion of the Olympics is of no use.

“I think it's just a threat and [ don't think he would
ever try to do that kind of thing,” said Bill Rodgers, the
United States’ top hope in the marathon. “[ don't think
it's a good idea for any reason at all. [ don’t think politics
has any part in the Olympics.”,

Rodgers, who has won virtually every prestigious.
marathon — except. the Olympics — further said he
might not respect such a call for withdrawal.

“I don't know a lot about what's happening over there
and [ would have to study the situation a lot better, but

right now, off the top of my head [ would not accept it (3
boycott),” said Rodgers in a telephone interview from his
Melrose home. “The Olympics are not a political tool for
anyone's use — whether it is the President of the United
States or the héad of the Soviet Union.

“The Olympics are bigger than this. There are a.mil-
lion and one crises around the world every day. Maybe
this isn't a little crisis but there are other ways (0 deal
with it — political means, dipl ic means, i
means — and that's the way it should be done.”

Olympic track coach Jimmy Carnes, who also feels
the boycott is a long shot, said athletics can never be
completely exempt from political pressure but ques-
tioned the propriety of the federal government's state-
ment.

“Any time there's international competition there
will be political overtones,” he said from his Gainesville,
Fla., office. “I still want to run against Russia. Cuba and
East Germany because [ want the world to know that our
system is the best in the world, and I'd much rather see
us on the playing field and track than at war.

“But how can our political leaders teil us we can't
compete when they haven't done anything to heip us pre-

BOSTON SUNDAY GLOBE

.—-Iﬁiodgers dislikes boycott idea

‘I don’t think the Soviet
Union would make trouble.
Possibly one of our own
organizations, the CIA or
something, would do
something, but I don’t
think the Russians would.’

—BILL RODGERS

pare to compete? ['ve-seen no federal funding. They
might be able te take away passports, but if it comes to
that, [ think the.American a\hle!es should have the
choice.”. \ ;

Another top contender to make the Olympic track
team, Anthony Tufariello, said he would accept the
President’s call for withdgawal — if it came. d

“[f President Carter does do it, it's because he is act-
ing in the United States’ best interests and I would ac-
cept it,” he said.

Rodgers and Carnes had little concern
for the safety of participants.

“I wouldn't be worried the slightest
bit," said Rodgers. “There will be some
150,000 athletes there, not to mention the
whole. world watching on TV. I don't
think the Soviet Union would make trou-
ble. Possibly one of our own organiza-
tions, the CIA or something, would do
something, but I don't think the Russians
would.”

Although Rep. Robert Baumann (R-
Md.), head of the National Conservative
Union, said he would urge the 60,000
member group to ask the International
Olympic Committee to shift the 1980
Games from Moscow, most athletes
seemed. to agree with Don Miller, execu-
tive director of the United States Olympic
Committee, who said Friday he regretted
that the federal government found it nec-
essary to politicize the Olympics. and that

‘I would be
disappointed to have the
Games taken away from
American athletes. I have
worked 314 years for this.’

—AL OERTER

a boycott would be a “doubte-edge
sword” which might endanger the enti:
Olympic Movement. h
“If the US doesn't go. we really hu:
ourselves and we open ourselves to a bo:
- cott at the 1984 Games in Los Angeles
said Rodgers, who added that his conve
sations with fellow American athletes .
well as African competitors ordered hon
from the 1972 Games in Montreal by the
countries indicated that athletes shou!
not be used as political pawns. “Mayt
there are some people who would suppo.
such action, but I haven't met them vet.

Perhaps the most basic sentiment w3
expressed by Al Qerter, 42-year-old four
time gold medal winner in the discus aim
ing for a fifth at Moscow.

“[ would be disappointed to have th
Games taken away from American ath
letes. | have worked 3%4 years for this." h
said. “In 1956, Russia invaded Hungar:
and the Games went on. In 1968, Russi:
invaded Czechoslovakia and the Game:
went on. That sort of thing continues t
go on. How can you solve political prob
lems through athletics?”

However, NCAA executive directc
Walter Byers sided with the President.

“I personally would support a decisio:
to boycott the Games as 2 national re
sponse to an unacceptable aggression b
the host country,” said Byers. "I think th
interest of the United States and its leac
ership position in the world far surpas:
the interests of amateur athletics, ever
the Olympic Games.”




Red Smith

Boyrcott the Moscow Ol 'ympics
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Neville Trotter is as right as two martinis at lunch. He is
the Conservative member of the British Parliament who has
asked the Prime Minister, M: t Thatcher, to lead a

argare
worldwide boycott of the Olympics in Moscow to protest the

Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. g
‘*Another venue should be found,” Mr. Trotter says,

. “and if necessary the games should be postponed for a year.

This is the one lever we have to show our outrage at this
naked aggression by Russia. We should do all we can to re-

Sports . The boycott movement hasn’t gained
f

[ yet.
The Times ~ 2% @ possibility at a meeting of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization nations in Brus-
Sels. On the “MacNeil/ Lehrer Report’ on
Senator Carl Levin of Michigan suid a boycott

- television,
should be considered, and Senator Richard G. Lugar of Indi-

ana said it would be “smalil potatoes.”

At the International Olympic Committee headquarters
in Lausanne, Switzerland, Lord Killanin, president of the
1.0.C., declared the games would go on and pleaded for poli-
ticians to stay out of Olympic affairs. If horses ran as true to
form as the Olympic oligarchy, the favorite would never
lose, Ever since they learned to speak with heads buried in
sand, the badgers have been saying that politics has no place
in the Olympic movement, and as long as any of them can
remember, the gimes have been a stage for political discord

- andsocial protest.

The official — and inflexible — position of the Olympic
brass on these matters was enunciated almost halfa cem
ago by the noblest badger of them all, the late Avery B
age. In 1935 there was strong sentiment in this country
against participation in the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, on the
grounds that a team to that carnival of Nazism
would be tantamount to endorsing Hitler.

“Frankly," said Brundage, then president of the United
States Olympic Committee, *‘I don’t think we have any busi-
ness to meddle in this question. We are a sports group, organ-
ized and pledged to promote clean competition and sports-
manship. When we let politics, racial questions or social dis-
putes creep into our actions, we're in for trouble.” ;

We Should Have Known.

‘The boycott movement was defeated, and Avery in vic-
:z was even franker than before. “Certain Jews must now

** he wrote, “that they cannot use these games as.

a weapon in their boycott against the Nazis."

Hitler’s anti-Semitism eventually led to the unspeakable
Holocaust, but in 1935 the only known fatality was the suicide
ol; lv-‘lria Rosenfbu:ldu after his expulsion from an athletic club

urttemberg.

When Americans look back to the 1936 Olympics, they
take pleasure only in the memory of Jesse Owens's four gold
medals, in the discomfiture of Joseph Goebbels at the suc-
cess of America’s “black auxiliaries.” Except for that, we
are ashamed at having been guests at Adolf Hitler's big
party.

We should have known better. As early as 1933, Julius
Streicher’s Der Sturmer had carried this comment on Rosen-
felder’s suicide: “We need waste no words hers. Jews are
Jews and there is no place for them in German sports. Ger-
many is the Fatherland of Germans and not Jews, and the
Germans have the right t0 do what they want in their own®
country.”

Strengthof an Ideal

We didn’t know better, and we were painfully slow to
learn. Gen. Charles E. Sherrill, an American member of the
1.0.C., asked that Helene Mayer be invited to compete for
Germany to prove that Jews would not be discriminated
against. Daughter of a Christian mother and Jewish father,
she was a champion fencer who had represented Gerrany in
the 1928 and 1982 Olympics. On his return to America, Gen-
eral Sherrill said:

I went to Germany for the purpose of getting at least
one Jew on the German Olympic team, and ° feel that my job
is finished. As for obstacles placed in the way of Jewish ath-
letes or any others in trying to reach Olvmpic ability, [ would
have o 10re business discussing that ia Cirmany than if
the Germans altempted to discuss the Ne; . situatior 1 the
American South or the treatment of the Japanese . .ifor-
nia."

Jews were barred frory swimming facilities in Germa-
ny, from the ski resort of ¢ .rmisch-Partenkirchen and from
all private and public pracu.cs fields, and of course they were
not permitted to compete in Olympic tryouts. Yet Frederick
W. Rubein, secretary of the United States Olympic Commit-
tee, said: 2

‘““Germans are not discriminating against Jews in their
Olympic tryouts. The Jews are eliminated because they are
not good enough as athletes. Why, there are not a dozen Jews

* in the world of Olympic caliber."”

Said General Sherrill: “There was never a prominent
Jewish athlete in history.”

The Olympic brass won that time. We-did not meddie in
theinternal affairs of Germany.

The games went on in Australia almost immediately
after Soviet tanks crushed a revolt in Hungary, though blood
flowed when Hungarians met Russians in water polo. The
games went on in Mexico City two weeks after Army ma-
chine guns massacred more than 30 students {n the Plaza of
the Three Cultures. The games went on in Munich while Arab
terrorists were murdering 11 members of the Israeli delega-
tion. On that occasion, though, they took time out for a me-
morial service that Avery Brundage turned into a pep rally.

‘‘We have only the strength of a great ideal,” Avery said.
*‘I am sure the public will agree that we cannot allow a hand-
ful of terrorists to destroy this nucleus of international coop-
eration and good will we have in the Olympic movement. The _
games must goon.’*

That day it was written here: “The men who run the
Olympics are not evil men. Their shocking lack of awareness
can’t be due to callousness. It has to be stupidity.”

.

THE WASHINGTON POST

Times Finds a Smiih Sports Column Unfit to Print

AI 10 i Saturday, January 12, 1980

By Lee Lescaze
Washinzton Post Slaff Writer

( NEW YORK, Jan. 11—A Red Smith
Ssports column was killed this week for
the first time in his 35-year career
Wwhen his editors at The New York
Times claimed his appeal for a boy-
icott of the summer Moscow Olympics
fontained errors and amounted to a
personal crusade.
¢ The 74-year-old Smith, an institution
;m the American sports scene, said to-
flay he also was told that The Times
didn't like the column’s tone.
! Smiln's assertion that “sentiment
n favor of a boycott [would] spread
#s Soviet tanks and trucks press on
tvith their hloody work [in Afghanis-
g‘:'l" especially vexed Le Anne
chreiber, The Times’ sports editor.
A “Hell, T told her, you could have
chanced it to ‘charitable work,”
$mith said. A
“It's all a little difficult to figure
dut,” Smith said of the decision to
ecp his Wednesday column out of
I'he Times and to kill it after it had
een sent out to clients of the paper’s
ews scrvice.,
“If it hadn't gone out on the news
fervice there wouldn't have been a
problem,” Schreiber said of the .con-
froversy.
Schreiber sald she didn’t relish be-
ing the first cditor to kill a Smith col-
glmn. but argued she had no choice be-

use Smith had quoted “inaccurate”
rformation he had picked up from a
!Vashlngton Post story.
@ Smith cited a report by The Post's

H

*

Moscow correspondent, Kevin Klose,
that Soviet authorities were preparing
to ship dissidents, drunkards and psy-
chotics out of Moscow to clean up the
city for the 300,000 Olymplc visitors
expected in Moscow for the July 19-
Aug. 3 games.

Schreiber sald The Times earlier
had asked its Moscow correspondent,
Craig Whitney, ahout such reports
and had been told they were only ru-
mors and not fit to print. g

“Had I known that, I wouldn't have
used these facts. They weren't neces-
sary to the column,”Smith said, add-
ing that he wondered why the offend-
ing paragraphs weren't simply ex-
cised.

“It was my best editorial opinion
that to do that would butcher the col-
umn,” Schreibersaid. The decision was
entirely hers, she said, though she
added, “Iwould have liked to pass the
buck to someone else.”

(The report Smith quoted ran in
The Washington Post Dec. 17, 1979,
Philip Foisie, assistant managing edi-
tor for feign news said today that
Klose's account was accurate and that
the public needed to be aware of the
situation in Moscow.

The column was doomed anyway.
HAD IT SURVIVED Schriber, it
would have next faced deputy manag-
ing editor Arthur Gelb, who said he
would ave killed it even if it had been
free of its alleged errors.

“The inaccuracies are one thing, but
the main thing is that it sounded like
a crusade,” Gelb said.

In his Jan. 4 column, Smith called
for a boycott as the nation’s most tell-
ing response to the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan. “He'd already struck
that note. It really began to sound
like a crusade.”

Gelb ad Schreiber agree that nei-
ther has any objection to Smith's ad-
vocacy of a U.S. pullout from the
Moscow games. “Ideologlcally, I
agreed with him,” Gelb said, “but
journalistically, we don’t agree that
Red should be on a crusade.”

Is Smith free to write about the
Olympics again?

Gelb and Scnreiber's answers differ,
at least in tone.

The sports editor said he is free to
rewrite his killed cclumn any time
and it will be printed when it Is error-
free.

Gelb said Smith cculd write about
an Olympics boycott after The Times
had done more reporting on the sub-

‘ject and new facis were available.

“I never have questioned the right
of an editor to say what can go in his
newspaper, but I can disagree with
that decision as I do in this case,” said
Smith, who finds the flap about the
column “a bloody bore.” He said: “I
can have my-own fights inside the of-

fice.”

Smith, who won the Pulitzer prize
for commentary in 1876, said that his
first reaction to the killing of his col-
umn was “that us kids should stick to
fun and games” and leave events like

the invasion of Afghanistan to people
more serious than sportswriters.
When asked what his future col-
umns will deal with, Smith said dryly,
“I'll write about the Infield fly rule”
His column was polentially objec-
tionable to The Times for one addi-
tional reason: In it, he referred to his
paper in a not altogether admidng
way.
* “Chances are,” Smith wrote, “sa-
vants who write editorials in The
New York Times weren't even read-
ing that page in 1936, but the news-
paper opposed particiation in the
Nazi [Berlin] Olymics of that year.
When the Nazis ‘deliberately and ar-
rogantly offend against our common
humanity,’ The Times said, ‘sports
does not transcend all political and

_ radical consideration’.”

As a matter of Times policy, any
reference {n the newspaper on any
page except the editorial and op-ed
pages must be checked by news editor
Allan Siegel.

Gelb said that the column would
not have been killed for the mention

,of The Times of 1936, however.

The calls and letters Smith has re-
ceived since word of the column kill
got out support his call for a boycott,
he said. “To my amazement, everyone
agrees.”

He finds something the Olympics
chairman said in 193§ interesting. At
the conclusion of the Hitler-inspired
Berlin games, Avery Brundage de-
clared, “except for the ancient
Greeks, no country caught the Olym-
pic spirit so well as Germany.”

RED SMITH
« .. column killed by Times
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Afghan crisis seen as threatening
cutoff in visas to Russian Jews

Ry JONATHAN BRAUN

‘The sudden chill in Soviet-American re-
lations, brought on by events in Afghani-
stan, is likely to vesult in a sharp decrease
in the number of Jews permitted to leave
the Soviet Union.

Such is the view of veteran activists in
the Soviet Jewry movement — Americans
who have specialized as much in tracking
Soviet emigration policy as they have in
mobilizing American public opinion.

“The outlook is very, very grim, at least
in the short run,” says Glenn Richter, ex-
ecutive director of the Student Struggle
for Soviet Jewry. “Of course, at this pre«
liminary siage of the game, all any of us
can do is make a guess as to what is going
to happen. Nobody has a line into the
Kremlin.”

The Soviet gavernment is letting out
about 4,000 jews a month. Though a tight-
ening of the emigration process appeared
underway even before the Red Army
moved across the border and into neigh-
boring Afghanistan (see story on page 15), it
is the unexpected prospect of even a tem-
porary return ta the Cold War that makes
plausible Richter’s pessimistic forecast.

Soviets’ incentives in doubt

“For the past several years, the Soviet
Jewry movement has looked at increased
U.S.-Soviet contacts as an avenue for exer-

- cising leverage,” explains Margy-Ruth Da- _

«is, executive director of the Greater New
York Conference on Soviet Jewry. “The
more the Sovicts wanted from us, the bet-
ter omr chances were to extract increased
emigralion numbers from them. -
“During, the past week,” Davis contin-
ues, “Presiaznt Carter has pulled many of
the key levers it the U.S.-Soviet relation-
ship. The propoted SALT (Strategic Arms
Limitation Talks) {reaty has been put on
hold. The threat of an Olympics boycoit
has been raised. Sales of grain and technol-
ogy items have been canczlled, and official
visits and exchanges have been indefinitely |
tponed. b .
“All of these moves leave tii¢ Soviet
Union without many of the incentives that”
propelled them towards increased emigra-
tion. With little more to lose, and as a slap
at the President's human rights policy, a
radical cutback in exit visas might well be
expected.” L
Olympics a factor
The key word, according to some Soviet-
ologists, is might. In the view of these ex-
perts, the Soviets are not likely to crack
down on emigration unless their relations
with the U.S. cool to a point of deep freeze.
“If the Russians are going to cut off
emigration they're going to do it after the
Olympics,” says one informed source who
rates the chances of a successful boycott of
the Moscow summer games as “about

EXACTLY

YOU SHOULPAYT GET MIYED UP WITH POLITICS

b

The Boston Globe Monday, January 7,

zero.”

Besides, adds this Soviet specialist, “it
has never really been clear what is the Sovi-
‘et motivation for increasing or decreasing
Jewish emigration. There is even a theory
that they are letting some Jews leave for in-
ternal reasons — because they want 10 get
rid of them.”

Glenn Richter disagrees. Like Margy-
Ruth Davis and other movement leaders,
he believes that a desire for Western accep-
tance — as well as Western trade credits,
technology and hard currency — are the
prime factors behind the flow of emi-

nts.

Would he, then, favor a less dramatic
U.S. response to the Soviet invasion of Af-

hanistan — in the hope of attempting to
ave intact key préssure points?

Favors strong response

“No,” replies Richter. “A strong Ameri-
can stand on Afghanistan is, on balance,
more useful right now than being in a posi-
tion to apply pressure on these areas.”

Richter maintains that sooner or later, -
the pressure points, or levers, will return
to the Soviet-American relationship.

“After all,” he adds, “once they finish
with their initial posturing, superpowers
have a way of accomodating each other.”

By GEORGE F. WILL

WASHINGTON — For several years,
and for a steadily lengthening list of rea-
sons, many sensible people have favored
two actions, one supremely important, the
other less so but still worth doing: block-
ing SALT II and boycotting the Moscow
Olympics.

SALT II, the critical matter, was
blocked before the Soviets invaded Af-
ghanistan. The Soviets know it was
blocked. So when President Carter, re-

sponding to the invasion, made much of
|' his decision to defer ideration of an
agreement that he did not have the votes
to ratify, the Soviets had one more reason
for despising us.

Boycotting the Olympics is, needless
1o say, not adequate as a full response to
the invasion. But it will injure Soviet in-
terests, at least a bit, which is more than
the Carter Administration has done in
three years of unilateral and unrecipro-
cated weapons curtailments, and record
grain sales and liberalized technology
transfers. More important, boycotting the
Olympics will help put an end to the dan-
gerous delusion that, regarding the Soviet
Union, the period of maximum danger has
passed. A boycott would be a fireball in
the night, arousing Americans from the
slumbers of detente.

Washington Post - Jan.1980

President Carter, the surprised Presi-
dent, was so rudely awakened when
Brezhnev-lied to him about Afghanistan
that he says he is undergoing a “dramatic
change” in his “opinion of what the Sovi-
ets' ultimate goals are.” Dramatie, pej-

1980

haps, but how serious is change brought
on by a 35-year-old man suddenly notic-
ing a 62-year-old reality, the nature of So-
viet statecraft?

The New York Times solemnly re-

ports: “Some experts believe that rela-
tions may not be restored to normal again
until after the elections next November.”
Some experts are expert at begging the
question, which is: What should “normal”
relations be with a regime that is increas-
ingly expansionist abroad, and domesti-
cally has begun purges and other mea-
sures to “cleanse™ Moscow for the sum-
mer games? To discourage them from
having “corrupting” contacts with visi-
tors, some Soviet teachers are telling chil-
dren that Americans will offer them
hewing gum. poisoned, or infected with
bacteria to spread disease. The regime is
compiling lists of “troublemakers,” such
as dissidents or Jews who have applied
for emigration. Many will be sent from
Moscow or put under house arrest before
the games begin.

For the first time in 44 years, the
Olympics will occur under the auspices of
an aggressively anti-Semitic regime. The
Nazis came to power in 1933, after the de-
cision to hold the 1936 games in Berlin.
The US Amateur Athletic Union then vot-
ed to boycott the games. But as sportsw-
riter Jim Murray reminds us, America's
“Olympics lobby,” aided by German lies
(such as that 21 Jews had been appointed
to the German team), undid the boycott.
This, in spite of the fact that the Nazis
published the odious “Nuremberg Laws"
two months before the decision was taken
to overturn the boycott. In the spirit of

Why light the Olympic torch?

detente, mid-1930s-style. the Germans did
remove, temporarily, the “Jews Not
Wanted” signs from Garmisch before the
Winter Olympics.

It is, of course, unrealistic to hope that
our allies will act allied in boycotting the .
Olympics. And the United States alone
cannot stop the 1980 games. But by boy-
cotting, the United States could strip
much of the glamour from them, sharply
diminish their value as a media event, and .
minimize the Soviets' ability to use the’
1980 games as the Nazis used the 1936
games: to put 2 human face on an inhu-
man system.

The other big loser would be NBC,.’
which bid more than $80 million for the
broadcasting rights. NBC took a risk.
when it paid so much for the right to do
business with a totalitarian regime.

What NBC.did was perhaps defensible
as business, but certainly was dubious (to
say no more) as citizenship. If NBC takes
a bath, perhaps that will have a usefully
chilling effect on the entire business com- _
munity, which scrambles for Soviet con-
tracts. .

The Olympics, which are big business
for a few and mere amusement for mil-
lions. will be a progaganda bonanza for
the Soviets, if we let them be. If we do, we
will confirm the Soviets' belief in our pur-
suit of commerce to the point of self-de- ..
struction, and our pursuit of amusement
to the point of decadence. - .

Especially in recent years, we have
given the Soviets too many reasons for
despising us. But is is a depressingly safe
wager that when the Olympic flame is lit,
in M . it will ill one more
reason.




POINT OF VIEW, by Lillian Hotfman and Rhoda Friedman

. IN A DENVER Post article appearing on
Dée.’ 17, ““Malcontent’ Purge Purge Planned
Before Moscow Olympics,” attention was
catled to the Soviet intent to “cleanse” Rus-
sian-cities of undesireables and to present the
Soliet society as ideal — unmatched else-
where in the world. .

Incladed among the undesireables were
livman-rights activists, dissidents and Jews
who have requested permisssion to emigrate.

For two years the Soviets have methodical-
ly,.0ften brutally, proceeded with their plan
to*“sanitize” the cities where visitors will be

rmitted during the Olymrics. _Anatol
g:hamnsky, one of Moscow's leading Jewis
refuseniks and human-rights champions will
spend his 32nd birthday on Jan 20 serving his
second year of a 13-year sentence in a Soviet
prisen camp. A

Vladimir Slepak and Ida Nudel, exiled for
attempting to secure their right to emigrate
to Israel, are sulfetin% through their second
winter under extremely harsh conditions in
Siberia despite their deteriorating health. By
their Siberian exile the Soviets effectively in-
sure that Olympic victors won't see any signs
suying “Give us visas to Israel.”

What a pity that the Olympic events,
which should represent fair play, will instcad
be the cause of increased human sulfering.
Scharansky, Slepak and Nudel are only a few
who have been incarcerated as a preventive
measure against peaceful demonsirations in
*Moscow in 1980. Will the athletes or the
spectators be able to enjoy, with clear con-

*science, the Olympic events, knowing the ters .

rible price of deprivation of human rights .
“that will be paid? :
IN THE SPRING of 1979, Vladimir Bu-.

kovsky, a former Soviet dissident prisoner, -

declared that the 1980 Olympics will be a dis-.
aster for many thousands of people in the

-

U.S.S.R. He reported thut Andrei Sakharov |

‘had appealed to the International Olympic
.Committee not to give silent assent to the
prevention of contacts between tourists and
.the Soviet le.

“What kind of respect or better world is
the International Olympic Committee going
to create with the help of the KGB when

“WHY CAN'T YOU JUST DANCE IN
. HAPPY LITTLER ECS!.IP_C'I..LES LIKE THE

ON JULY 20, 1978, columnist George
Will stated “the Sovict regime is determinted
to use the 1980 games as the Narzis used the
1936 Berlin Olympics to I{nrcscnl a benign im-
age ‘9f a nation that is all games and no Gu

2.

In July 1978, Beverley Nichols, a liberal
and former pacifist, wrote to the London
Times: “Over 40 years ago, I flew to Berlin
to report on the Olympic games. This was

Hitler's last and most spectacular exercise in -

his campaign to present the acceptable face
of fascism. Goebbels' raucous voice could be
heard from loud speakers on every street cor-
ner bearing the message ‘The Third Reich
welcomes you, Germany is your friend, Ger-
many seeks only peace, and only Germany
has the power to enforce it.’

“As I watched the Hitler Jugend chanting
their songs and flaunting their flags, I asked

Belsen. And three years later the whole of
European civilization was beginning to go up

in smoke.

“I have a chilling sense that what hap-

ed in Berlin in 1936 will ha
oscow in 1980. Once again the

again in
est will be

G

» deluded, the acceptable face of communism
will be received with approval, and Russia
will gain invaluable breathing time in her

ans for world dominion. And a few years
ater ...in 19847 Your guess is as good as
mine.” :

A Washington Post editorial dated June
29, 1978, stated that the newspaper was an-
gered by the Soviet Union’s apparent! ' un-

precedented decision to bring civil slander .

charges against two American correspond-
ents in Moscow. The editorial said, “This is a
plain violation of the Soviet government’s
Helsinki pledge to permit journalists to do
their professional work. Further, it substan-
tially adds to the queasiness many pe?le
feel over Moscow's hosting of the 1980
Olympics. Just what controls do the Russians
:plan to impose on the Olympic press?” -

JIM GALLAGHEFR, in the July 29, 1978,
edition of the Chicago Tribune wrote from
Moscow: “In view of some experienced and
knowledgeable westerners here, the current
campaign against human rights activists, as

well as efforts to isolate and intimidate the ~

foreign press, stem in no small way from a
determination to keep the games from turn-
ing into a fiasco. Not least important, the

- observers maintain, was the desire to defuse

the dissident movement well in advance of
the 1980 competitions, thus allowing time for
the bitterness to subside before the games get
under way."

Hoffman and Friedman are co-chairper-

. sons of the Colorado Committee of Concern

for Soviet Jewry. Readers are invited to sub-
mit their own points of view. Contributions
may be sent to Point of View, Editorial Page,
The Denver Post, P.O. Box 1709, Denver,

. time. My guess is that by 1980 the
*furor will be forgotten.”

‘Jews banished from the new ‘Potemkin Village’|

“ “There are still people around who r g «t
stage protests in conjunction with the O.y.a-
pics,” one western diplomat said. ‘For exam-_

le, there's a group of Jewish women who e
amilies have been denied permission tc m -
grate to Isracl. But, by and large, the le I¢ -
ship here has saved itself a big headac! :
sweeping the dissidents under the rug ¢ !
L (O

HAS THE furor bren forgotten? Perhaps
it has.

Despite the fact that President Carter ar .
Congress often have repeated that the issue
of human rights remains a tor oriorily re-
cently the American media scems . be
sweeping this issue under the rug.

Seve .al weeks ago, a prominent Soviet del-
egation visited Colorado. In a number of ar-
ticles in the Denver press, no mention was
made of the human-rights issue although
much space was given to the discussions held
bere on the subjects of the SALT agreement,
mining, banking, agriculture and general en-

. ergy issues.

On Sept. 27, in the Washington Post, the
report of the “International Sakharov hear-
ings™ was relegated to the “Style” section of
the paper despite the profound testimony of
60 Soviet exiles, including Viadimir Bukov-
sky, Alcxander Ginzberg, Mrs. Alexander
Solzhenitsyn and Andrei Amalrik, who had
gathered on Capitol Hill to tell Americans
and the world about their own personal ex-
rcn'cnces and investigations of the gross vi-
oations of human rights in the Soviet Union.

Regrettably, it is too late to move the

~ Olympics to a less oppressive atmosphere.

But at least we can expect NBC and other
American media sources to give time and
space 1o expose the other side of Soviet reali-
ty by presenting documentaires of Soviet la-
bor camps and interviews with human-rights
activitsts such as Bukovsky, Sakharov and
Lerner. .

Even though such exposure may not cons-

-even the Olympic souvenirs (which now in-  mysell, °ls it cr““?"" that these golden Colo. 80201. Unused material cannot be re- ~  train the Soviets in their repressive machina-
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THE MOSCOW OLYMPICS
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Olympic Boycott: ‘A Genuine Punishment’

For the Soviet Union, the Olympic Games are a
matter of legitimacy, and that makes them a mat-
ter of grave concern. Participants in the debate
over whether to boycott the Games in Moscow this
year to protest the invasion of Afghanistan should
realize that no other non-military move could so di-
rectly challenge the S(Met leadership, or so startle
the Soviet public.

The quest for legitimacy has been one of the
principal themes of Soviet history since the Bol-
shevik Revolution. This is not surprising in a sys-
tem controlled by revolutionary usurpers. No
Soviet leader has ever won a legitimate election,
‘nor even inherited legitimate sovereign power.
This simple fact guarantees the insecurity of
Soviet leaders—insecurity that leads, for example,
to the harsh repression of Soviet dissidents even as
they are dismissed in official accounts as a mean-
ingless fringe element. Dissidents ol any kind must
terrify insecure autocrats.

The contemporary generation ot Soviet leaders
has sought to enhance its claim on the loyaity of
260 million citizens by increasing Soviet stature in
the world and maintaining peace and prosperity at
home. In Soviet terms, it has succeeded quite well
on both counts. These have been good years for
the Soviet autocrats. A

But the fear of illegitimacy haunts the Soviet
leaders still, partly because they know their so-
ciety contains many potentially restless elements
and partly because.the Soviets have never been

i Robert G. Kainr amm the national
staff of The Washington Post, was this paper’s
-Moscow correspondent from 1971 to 1974,

able to establish reliable, stable rehtiomhips wlth
foreign countries—even countries that they oc-
cupy militarily, like Czechoslovakia.

For many years the Russians sought to host an
Olympiad, and repeated rejections of their applica-
tions caused anger and resentment. Finally, at a
time when the era of détente seemed firmly estab-
lished and when no other major country wanied to
compete for the honor, the International Olympic
Committee picked Moscow as the venue for this
year’s summer Olympics.

There should be no underestimating the signifi-
cance the Soviets themselves put on their selec-
tion. They have been treating this Olympiad as one
of the great events of their modern history, and
the preparations have been lavish. The entire
budget for new construction in the Soviet capital
for several years has been devoted to building
Olympic facilities. At the same time, the authori-
ties have been making preparations to deport po-
tential troublemakers—including political and reli-
glous dissidents—from Moscow during the Olym-
pics. And until now, at least, they have refused to
make arrangements to sell Western publications in
Moscow during the Games. .

Like Hitler in 1938 (and partlclplnu in this de-
bate should also study that Olympiad), the Soviets
are preparing a great propaganda offensive for
this summer. Olympic committees in the West may
see a distinction between politics and sports, but
the Soviets do not, and never have. Only in the
Soviet bloc do the same athletes represent their
country in both professional and amateur world
championships.

-An effective boycott of the Games this summer
would be a tremegdous blow to Soviet prestige;

but perhaps more significant, the collapse of this
Olympiad would send a genuine shock through
Soviet society. The leaders would explain it as a
hostile manifestation of imperialism and, in the
short run, might fan Russian xenophobia on their
own behalf; but in the longer term, the failure of
these Olympics could cause the first serious chal-
lenge to the legitimacy of Soviet power in many

years,

The Soviet public today is not totally isolated
from the outside. Tens of millions of Russians lis-
ten daily to foreign radio broadcasts; thousands
more travel abroad or meet visiting foreigners.
The idea that an Olympiad could collapse because
of international disapproval of actions by the -
Soviet governiaent would certainly sink in. The
consequences of this are unpredictable, but ihey
must terrify Soviet leaders. It might turn out that
the Soviet people decide they have been humili-
ated by their own rulers. This is not necessarily
likely, but it is possible.

A boycott of the Olympics will not retrieve the
national sovereignty of Afghanistan, nor ensure the
future tranquillity of Pakistan and Iran, nor pre- -
serve Western interests in South Asia. But it would
be a genuine punishment to the Soviet regime.

Moreover, a successful Olympiad would per-
suade the Soviet leadership that it has little to fear
from the outside world, no matter what it has done
to Afghanistan and the norms of international be-
bavior. (Hitler reoccupied the Rhineland a few
months before the 1936 Olympics.) Western Olym-
pic committees may declare that by going to
Moscow they are not endorsing the Soviet regime
or fts behavior, but the Russians will surely see it
differently.

Union of Councils for Soviet Jews
24 Crescent St., Suite 3A, Waltham, Ma 02154
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SPECIAL OLYMPIC ISSUE

This special issue is devoted to the
controversy raging over the 1980 Moscow Olympics;
should the U.S. attend, boycott or remove the

Olympics?

We are including a selection of commentary

from the nation's press.
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