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LEV ELBERT FACES NEW CHARGES

The urgency of LEV ELBERT's case demands
immediate action. Sentenced in May to

one year in prison for "evasion of draft
by a reservist,'" Elbert is now being ac-
cused of possession of hashish. The
charge brought against him, Article 229

of the Ukrainian criminal code "possession
of drugs for use" carries a maximum sen-
tence of three years.

During his transit from city prison on
July 3 to prison camp the following day,
authorities claim they discovered a bag
of hashish sewn into his undershirt,
which was already in their custody. Lev's
fingerprints were not found en the bag,
nor did an investigation ensue to confirm
the rightful owner of the shirt. Without
any further evidence, authorities threw
Elbert into a punitive isolator cell with
criminal homosexuals. In retaliation, he
went on a five day hunger strike and
threatened to commit suicide. At that
point, Elbert was transferred to a regu-
lar cell and allowed a visit by his wife
INNA and his father.

The investigation of these trumped-up
charges closes o1 August 26th. Inna today
declared a hunger strike until such time
as the case against her husband is dropped.

IMMEDIATE ACTION IS ABSOLUTELY VITAL BE-
FORE LEV'S FATE IS SEALED.

Send telegrams and cables to Camp Director
Colonel Rybmitsky and Chief Investigator
Dekhpyr:

USSR/Ukrainian SSR/Vinnitskaya
Oblast/Pescharsky Rayon/Poselok

Trudovoy/Ispravitelnutudovoy/
Lager 1V/302/573

Calls can be made to Inna Elbert at tele-
phone number: 77-47-72.

Letters of support to Inna:

USSR/Ukrainian SSR/Kiev 92/
Volgodradskaya 6/Kv. 33

STATEMENT BY INNA ELBERTJ 7/31/83

I must decide to take the final step.
Starting tomorrow, I am going on a hun-
ger strike because I cannot stand the
provocation and abuse any longer. I

would like everyone around the world to
know about it. The accusation is abso-
lutely ridiculous. The man not only

never took drugs, but never anything.

He was in prison until July 3. On July

4, he was sent to prison camp and they
told him that they discovered, sewn into
his undershirt, which was already in the
custody with the prison authorities, some
drugs, namely hashish. They started in-
vestigation based on the fact that he uses
drugs which allegedly he wanted to smuggle

into the prison camp. They started inves-
tigation without even finding out for

sure whether it was his undershirt or not.
They put him into a punitive isolator be-
fore they had any information, as I said
before. The cell was horrible. It was
filled with criminal homosexuals. He
could not stay in that cell. For four
days, he banged on the cell door till his
palms were bleeding demanding to be trans-
ferred to another cell. When this did not
help, he declared a hunger strike for five
days. When that did not help, he took a
broken glass to slash his wrists. Only
after that, the head of the prison camp
arrived and changed his cell. After that,
I met with him and he told me the story.

(continued on page 4)




NEWS BRIEFS

POLINA PARITSKY last received a letter from her husband, POC ALEXANDER PARITSKY

in June. In August she will learn the date of her next meeting with Alexander;

she does not expect to see him before October. Polina is afraid that neighbors

and acquaintances are regularly called in to the authorities to slander her and

she fears reprisal. She needs your letters of support. Please write to her and
to Alexander at his place of imprisonment:

USSR/Ukr. SSR/Kharkov 310019/
ul. Tonkopia 19/2/ Apt. 48/
Paritsky, Polina

USSR/671111 BURYATSKAYA ASSR/KABANSKIT RAYON/
Vydreno Uchr. 94/4/2 otryad
Partisky, Alexander

* * *

IDA MILGROM, mother of POC ANATOLY SHCHARANSKY appealed again to Soviet President
Andropov asking him to fulfill his promise to George Marchais, French Communist
Party leader. 1In response to Marchais' inquiry as to Shcharansky's health in

January, Andropov alluded to the possibility of a '"reduced sentence" for Shcharansky.

* * *

Forty year old VICTOR TOMACHINSKY of Moscow died in a prison camp in the Northern
city of Vologda on July 10 leaving a wfie and two children. Camp officials in-
formed his wife that he died of pneumonia. Tomachinsky had sent a letter to
Andropov challenging the KGB to a trial because they delayed his visa request.

At the trial over a year ago, the KGB accused and sentenced him to one year for
parasitism. On the eve of his expected release they recharged him, held a trial
in camp and resentenced him to "anti-Soviet slander'. He was given two and one-
half to three additional years.

* * *

ZEV SHEKHNOVSKY and his wife, of Moscow, after many years of marriage have had
a son. Send letters of congratulations to: USSR/RSFSR/Moscow/Proyezd Cherepno-
vich 70/Apt. 76/Shekhnovsky

* * *

Congratulations also to PINCHAS POLANSKY who had a son. Send letters to: USSR/
RSFSR/Moscow 117321/ul. Profsoyuznaya 132/Korp. 4/Apt. 5/Polansky

* * *

V. S. YURICK of Moscow first applied to emigrate in 1979. The Yurick family
has been refused reunification with their Israeli relatives five times in the
last four years, most recently May <1, 1983. Send letters of support to: USSR/
RSFSR/Moscow 125315/ul. Baltyskoyo 6/Korp. 2/Apt. 135/Yurick

* * *

A new Soviet government film for export abroad, especially to the United States,
links Zionism with Nazism and racism. The film, '"'Babi Yar: The Lessons of His-
tory" adds to the Soviet propaganda campaign sparked three and one-half months
ago by the creation of the "Anti-Zionist Committee.

The film was sent to many media sources including CBS News, the Simon Weisenthal
Center and private individuals involved in rooting out Nazi war criminals.

IOSEF BEGUN'S TRIAL POSTPONED

IOSEF BEGUN's trial was once again post-
poned from July 25, 1983 and no future
date has been set at this time. Begun
was arrested in November 1982 and has
been incarcerated in Vladmir prison a-
waiting trial sever since. He faces pro-
bable charges of "anti-Soviet agitation
and propaganda' which carries a maximum
sentence of 12 years. Begun has already
served two terms in Siberian exile on les-
ser charges.

He was recently punished at the prison for
exercising during his daily walk in the
prison yard. Begun has been denied access
to his prayer book and tefilin, because
according to prison Commandant Major
Ogodin, "if Begun wants to pray, he can
stand in front of the wall in his cell".

The upcoming trial will be conducted by
the chairman of the court, Vladimir Musta
Fenkov. Invitations for the witnesses are
to be sent out two weeks in advance, so
that the trial date should be anticipated.

Begun has decided not to avail himself of
the services of Leonid Popov, the lawyer
which his wife retained, because according
to Popov, "Begun and I simply do not see
eye to eye about the conducting of his de-
fense'". Begun has repeatedly refused any
suggestion of plea-bargaining, under which
he would plead guilty to a lesser charge
and thus avoid the maximum sentence pre-
scribed under Article 70. He holds fast
to the belief that the teaching of modern
Hebrew is in no way contravening Soviet
law or undermining the Soviet system,
charges of which he is accused.

FOUR MOSCOW
JEWS ARRESTED

Four Moscow Jews were arrested on Friday
July 15 as Soviet police broke up their
Sabbath services. The police warned the
gathering of about 15 Jews that they have
no right to pray in groups except in a
synagogue.

Those arrested were MIKHAIL ABRAMOV, 28,
IGOR BRISKMAN, 24, and MIKHAIL RUDMAN,
26. The apartment's owner, MARK FELDMAN,
was arrested when he went to the police
station to ask about his friends.

The arresting officer, Captain Mikhail
Stepanov told them, 'we shall not let
you do what you want to do" and "until
you leave this country, you will live by
the rules of this country".

Three of the four arrested men have ap-
plied to emigrate to Israel, but have been
refused permission. The four will be held
for 15 days.

SOVIETS REVIVE
"SIGNAL CARDS"

Repression and control seem to be the
catch-words of Andropov's new Soviet re-
oime. To enforce "lawfulness'" the prac-
tice of informing on one's neighbors has
been revived. 1In a system of denuncia-
tion by mail, citizens are encouraged to
inform on their neighbors by sending
anonymous postcards to the police. The
government has even printed a trial run
of postcards--'"signal cards''--asking the
name and address of the person to be de-
nounced. The informant's identity is not
required.

The informer is asked to underline the
most appropriate of 12 listed offenses,
one of which is "committing crimes".

If none of the 12 is applicable, there

is a broad category called "other viola-
tions of social order and the rules of
socialist society'". Several Muscovites
said that these '"deviations" could range
from loitering to living in the city with-
out registering with the police to invit-
ing foreigners to one's apartment.

Reminiscent of Stalinist days, the prac-
tice challenges the principle of privacy.
Anonymous denunciations, "anonimki", are
also discouraged.



(continued 4rom page 1)

I cannot bear it any longer. To call my
husband a drug user is such extreme law-
lessness that it signifies that anyone

can be just taken off the street and as-
sassinated without any process of law. I
am starting the hunger strike now because

I have my holidays from work for about 30
days. I cannot afford to lose my job,
therefore the only time I can start the
hunger strike will be during my holidays.
Remind everybody that Lunya's (Lev's)
father is a very sick man. He has been
through three German concentration camps.
He absolutely supports me in my decision,
and he is here with me all the time. I am
begging you to tell the whole world to sup-
port us. Write, send us telegrams. I have
reached a stage where I cannot lose any-
thing and, therefore, I'm not afraid.

SPECIAL APPEAL FROM INNA

I will do everything for my husband as you know. A person must have pride,
especially a Jew. I wish all people to understand that I am doing this for
my husband, I am doing it not because he is only my husband, but because he
is a completely honest and decent person.

When they are falsely accusing him, it is just the beginning. They will be
doing the same to others. They are attempting to destroy everything, all
the finest and the best that we possess here. They want to take away my
husband from me for many, many years. We don't deserve it, because all we
have ever wanted was to go to our homeland and live with our family there,
just as many others here do, nothing else. This provocation is so monstrous
that I lost my patience, that is why such a strong response. I never imag-
ined that they would stoop to that.

I beg you please, please help my mother. Call her, please help me to calm
her. She has not called yet. I am afraid to imagine what she felt when she
found out what I am about to do. Tell her that I am taking this step con-
sciously. Tell her I cannot live without my husband. She knows what he
means to me. She must understand me. She should not worry, because Lonya's
parents are here with me. She should not worry about me because they cannot
to anything worse to me than what they have already done.

When they took away Lonya, they took away everything from me. Nothing worse
can happen to me. Tell her that I know how much she loves my father, and
that in the same situation she would have done the same that I am doing for
my husband. Tell her that today I went to my father's grave. I put flowers
on the grave, I told him everything. I know that he would approve and agree
with what I am doing today. Tell her to be strong.

BLOOM COUNTY

US, Soviets
agree on
orain sales

By Michael Gelb.
Reuter

WASHINGTON - The Reagan
Administration yesterday an-
nounced an agreement for the sale
of at least 9 million tons of US
grain to the Soviet Union in each of
the next five years. :

Agriculture Secretary John
Block, who announced the new
long-term agreement at a White
House briefing, said it was *“*a hap-
py hour for American agriculture.”

Under the agreement, which
takes effect Oct. 1, the Soviet Union
will buy a minimum of 9 million
tons and a maximum of 12 million
tons of corn and wheat each year.
Additional purchases can also be
negotiated.

A previous long-term accord
signed in 1975 provided for mini-
mum purchases of 6 million tons of
grain and a maximum purchase of
8 million tons.

Yesterday's announcement re-
stores stability to a trade relatioh-
ship that was disrupted in 1979
when former President Jimmy
Carter imposed an embargo on
grain sales to the Soviet Union
after Moscow's intervention in Af-
ghanistan.

Although President Ronald Rea-

gan denounced Carter's use of
grain as a political weapon in his
1980 campaign for the White
House, he later refused to enter into
a new long-term grain pact in re-

.taliation for the imposition of mar-

tial law in Poland.

When the White House an-
nounced in May that it would re-
open talks for a new grain pact, US
trade representative Bill Brock *old

reporters the refusal to talk had
outlived its usefulness and was
proving economically costly to the
United States. .

Since the Carter embargo, the
US share of world grain sales to the

| Soviet Union has fallen from 70

percent to about 35 percent, ac-
cording to Brock, who appeared
with Block at the White House
briefing.

“That damage has not been cor-
rected and it's not likely to be cor-
rected in the foreseeable future,”
Block said.

Moscow has replaced the lost US

J{ grain by increasing purchases

from Australia, Canada, and Ar-
gentina.

Last year, the Soviet Union
bought 14 million tons of US grain.
That was only slightly less than

the 15 million ton peak Soviet pur-,

chase before the embargo, but it
was part of much larger total Sovi-
et imports, Block said.

by Berke Breathed

Last year, for example, the Sovi*
et Union imported about 40 million
tons of grain. Had the Unitéd
States refained its 70 percent mar-
ket share, it would have sold Mos-
cow about 28 million tons, Brock
said.

The new pact also allows Mos'-
cow to meet the minimum pur
chase requirement by buying scy-
beans or soybean meal in lieu ‘of
grain. The purchase of 500,000
tons of soybeans will be considered
equal to a million tons of grain for
purposes of meeting the minimum.

The two officials said the deal
would have only a small impact on
grain prices. It would aild farmers
by providing some firming in
prices, Brock said, but nothing

“traumatic” enough to affect con-
sumers.

Block added that the current
market value of the 9-million-ton
minimum purchase was more than
$1.5 billion and “any time they
[farmers] get another billion and a
half dollars worth of income that’ s
pretty important.”

THE BOSTON GLOBE
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San Jose News *

Congressme

n risk Soviet anger to visit fearful Jews

LI )

By Robert Gillette
Los Angeles Times

MOSCOW — A torrential evening rain
had just let up. The overgrown bushes that
obscured the street numbers on a erum-
bling Moscow apartment house still

dripped heavily ‘into: Eﬁ.ﬁ pools’ along ;
the unlit pavement as Rep. Henry A. Wax-

n%os can read Soviet statements, but to hear it from their mouths, to see
them say these things with a straight face, is a different mxvmlmnom.u

— Rep. Martin Frost, D-Texas

By night, Waxman, Rep. Anthony C. '
Beilenson, also a Democrat from Los .
Angeles, and most of their colleagues and
wives have forsaken formal dinners, con-
certs and the ballet to visit the cramped
apartments of dozens of Jewish refused-
niks, listening to their stories, offering -
moral support. ' :

roan and his wife, Janet; picked their way
to another nocturnal rendezvous ip another
bleak district of the city! ~ . ..
.Inside, in a one-room apartment, half a
dozen Soviet Jews who have been deniied
permission to erpigrate waited for a rare
chance to talk to an American congress-
man about their'lives as outcasts in a
country “that neither wants them nor is.
willing to let them go.- - E
Someone drew the pink chintz n.-ﬂova
keep outsiders féom peering-in. tele-
phone was unplugged on the widely

acceoted premise that the police can'bug’ mittee of the Soviet Public, which equates the Soviet Union's nominal legislature, the  return.
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apartments at will through the telephone
lines.

After putting out a bowl of Moroccan
oranges and mugs of hot tea, the six Jews
talked for the next four hours — in
Hebrew, they proudly insisted,

- — about the challenges of keeping kosher
-in the Soviet Union, the risks of giving and
taking illegal Hebrew-language lessons,
about the fears generated by the end of
.emigration and the appearance of the
Kremlin’s strident new Anti-Zionist Com-

not Russian

Israel with Nazi Germany.

“Now that emigration has stopped, peo-
ple are afraid they’ll be here all their lives,
and they’re more afraid to learn Hebrew,
to return to (religious) observance,” the
Waxmans were told. “To be religious here
is looked on as a kind of madness. To
change life for the worse,

Waxman, a Democrat from Los
Angeles, is one of 21 members of Congress
visiting the Soviet Union this week, 19 of
them in an official delegation invited by

cordial days of detente.

no one wants.”

Supreme Soviet. This is the first such dele-
gation to visit Moscow since the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, although it
by no means marks a return to the more-

character.”

Until last month, that is. Earlier

When the delegation arrived in the
Soviet Union, stopping first in Leningrad '
July 2, the congressmen and their wives
promptly fanned out across the city visit-
ing refusedniks whose names: and
addresses they brought with them.

In formal daytime meetings that began
Tuesday, the 13 Democrats and six Repub-
licans have given Soviet officials their
unvarnished views of arms contral, human
rights issues, and regional disputes ranging
from Afghanistan to Central America,
while hearing equally blunt Soviet views in

Evidently angered, the Soviet Foreign °
Ministry, according to several sources, dis- :
patched an official on Monday to warn the '
American Embassy that the government ;
could “no longer guarantee the safety” of

Endeavoring to treat a closing as an
and no Russian repiy

one tant international issue.”” That was
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tion dedicated to helping the Jews of the Soviet Union, especially those desir-

ing to leave.
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