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TSITLIONOK PERMITTED TO LEAVE USSR

Former Jewish Prisoner of Conscience Boris Tsitlionok has received permission from the
Soviet government to leave the country within a few days.

The 35-year-old Soviet Jewish activist, arrested for demonstrating in front of M)scow's
Lenin Library on February 24, 1975, after several unsuccessful attempts to obtain an exit
visa, was sentenced to five years' exile for "disturbing public order". He was released last
August, after spending nearly four-and-a-half years in Siberia. A plumber and locksmith by
trade, Tsitlionok was originally denied permission to leave with his family when they left for
Israel in 1971.

While it is usual procedure for former POC's to be granted exit visas soon aft :r the
release, Tsitlionok's friend and fellow exiled prisoner, Mark Nashpitz, is still beinz deni
permission to leave the country. Nashpitz, arrested and sentenced together with Teitlio
for identical reasons, has been applying for permission to emigrate to Israel since 9TL.
additi-n "o Nachpitz, three other former POCs are awaiting permission to leave. They
Isaak Si.. inik, Dr. Grigory Goldshtein and Lev Roitburd.
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OFFICIAL DISCRIMINATION AGAINST JEWS IN MATHEMATICS DOCUMENTED

Despite the full, illustrious history of Jewish contributions to mathematics i the
USSR, official anti-Semitism has reached such a pitch that rapidly increasing number:s o: Jews
are now excluded from higher education in this field.

A document prepared by Jewish activists and mathematicians Drs. Alexander Yoffe, Naum
Meiman, Gennady Khassin and Grigory Freiman provides a graphic example of such exclusion from
the Mechanical-Mathematical Institute of Moscow University, Russia's equivalent of M.I.T.
This document is printed on page 5. On the following pages there is a comment on the situation
by Andrei Sakharov and a Samizdat article, reprinted from the New York Times, by Gregory
Freiman.

RESETTLING SOVIET JEWS IN AMERICA: An Eyewitness Report from the General Assembly

Once again, as in 1976, this year's General Assembly (GA) of the Council of Jewish
Federations and Welfare Funds discuss2d the subject of Soviet Jews who come to America (the
"noshrim"). And, once again, no concensus could be reached on the issue of funding their
resettlement. A resolution which came from the Federation of Bergen County, which would deny
support to Soviet Jews who do not already have immediate family in the United States, was
tabled with the overwhelming support of the delegates.

Although the official word is that nothing has changed, we have an eyewitness report
from a delegate to the Montreal General Assembly which indicates that, behind the scenes, the
situation may be quite different.

Our observer notes that in two meetings which preceded the General Assembly, the issue
of support for Soviet Jewish resettlement was discussed. At the quarterly meeting of the CJF
in September, the Resettlement Policy Committee was unable to reach a concensus. On October
24 an ad loc meeting of specially chosen representatives of twenty-four large American
communities and representatives of Israel was held in Chicago. (Our observer noted
that these ":pecially chosen" leaders did not include such obviously interested
parties as representatives of NYANA, which manages resettlement in New York).

The meeting, chaired by Max Fisher, was still unable to reach a concensus, but did
put out a statement that there was agreement on two principles:




1. That efforts must be made to maximize the number of Jews permitted to leave the
Soviet Union;

2. That we are committed to making the maximum number of Jews settle in Israel.

It is significant to note that at the General Assembly in Montreal, delegates received
a press release in their packets reporting on the Chicago meeting. The press release cited
the two principles agreed upon in the reverse order (i.e., first, that we are committed to
sending the maximum number of Soviet Jews to Israel), and added that the American Jewish
community would cut back on funds for resettlement.

Our observer noted that, just as side-letters to a treaty have the same force as the
treaty itself, so this press release must be considered to be a true representation of what
the controllers of the American Jewish purse-strings intend to do. Furthermore, he notes that
at least two large city federations have been told by national UJA that they must keep up and
raise the percentage of funds allocated to Israel and 1imit money for resettlement.

Several questions remain: Does this represent, at the national level, a behind-the-
scenes change in the policy of funding Soviet Jewish resettlement in the United States? If
this is the intent, will local federations go along? And, most importantly, how will Jewish
emigration form the Soviet Union be affected?

NEWS BRIEFS FROM THE USSR

¥ Igor Kushrineko was forcibly abducted from his home in Kiev on November 21. Though
the young man, his wife, Victoria, and son, Simon had received verbal permission to emigrate,
his father arranged to have him inducted into the army.
. * On November 24 the "Banner of Communism" newspaper in Odessa printed a vicious anti-
Semitic article about Lev Roitburd and his family called "Fables and Fairy Tales of Lev
Roitburd."

¥ In a meeting with Misha, the head of Ovir Shumilin, Natasha Rosenshtein was told that
her seventeen year old son will be given permission, though she and her husband Grigory will
have to wait two more year.

"YOU REFUSE TO RECEIVE ME. . ."

Ida Milgrom, Anatoly Shcharansky's mother, has written a "furious" letter to USSR
Interior Minister Nikolai Shchelokov protesting his refusal to meet with her about her son's
dangerously ill health. The following is excerpted from her letter:

You refuse to receive to receive me despite the fact that this is a matter
of human life...All my letters and telegrams to the highest offices were answered
in the same way: my son doesn't need to be placed in the hospital...I was only
informed that Anatoly is under "active observation". The time has come to turn
from "observation" to medical treatment...

I ask you to receive me and hear me in person. I ask you to understand my
despair. I ask you to realize your personal responsibility for the progression
of my son's illness. I ask you not to send my letter to any other offices, but
to find time to listen to me, and then to give the necessary order.

CORRECTION

In the Alert of September 26, it was incorrectly noted that Vladimir Plotkin received
permission. According to a letter received recently, he has not.




REFUSENIK UPDATE
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Former refusenik Joseph Goldman, now living in Washington, D.C., reports that his
wife Marina Ivanova Zurabyan (born 12/6/N8) and their six month old daughter, Hannah,
are still in Yerevan, having been refused permission to emigrate. The refusal is based
on Marina's father's opposition to her emigration.
sent to the couple at the following addresses:

Joseph Goldman
3201 33rd P1., NW
Washington, DC 20008

Letters of encouragement can be

Marina Ivanova Zurabyan
ul. Tamanyana 3, kv. 40
Yerevan 375009
Arm. SSR. USSR

Katzes’ new life

By Gayle Pollard
Globe Staff

Two-year--1d Jessica Katz giggled as she bit into an
apple half yesterday. Her l-year-old sister, Gabriella,
bounced in a cardboard box at their home in Cambridge.

A year ago Jessica was known as “the littlest refus-
nik.” She lived in Moscow with her Jewish parents, Boris
and Nutalya Kalz, who were fighting for — but were re-
peatediy refused -- permission to leave their homeland.
Jessica suffered from a digestive disorder that left her at
times weighing half the normal weight of a baby her age.
Her ailment required a special formula unavailable n
Russia, her parents said. “Tourists brought the cans for
us,” her father said. “It was like bringing her life.”

A year ago Friday, after Sen. Edward M. Kenncdy in-
terceded with Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev, and
through the efforts of a local committee, Action for Sovi-
et Jewry, the family moved here to join Mr. Katz's moth-
er and two brothers.

“The best part is the living herc together with our rel-
atives and that I have work that I like and enjoy, and
that our babies are healthy,” said Katz. A computer pro-
grammer 1n Russia, he works at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology on “artificial intelligence — to make
a computer behave like a human being.”

Katz, a slender, bearded man of 32, reflected on his
family's first year in America.

“It is hard to explain,” he said. “Everything is differ-
ent” Katz said that in Russia, the family lived in an
apartment that was one-third the size of the living room
in their four-room apartment in Cambridge. They en-
dured food shortages, and grocery stores were stocked
principally with potatoes, bread and sometimes meat.
They waited in lines and good clothing was impossible to
buy, said Katz. Both he and his wife, Natalya, also 32,
were clad in an American uniform of sorts — blue jeans.

But inconveniences such as lines exist in other coun-
tries, Katz said. The difference vetween America and
Russia, he said, is in the rights guaranteed Americans.
“People there have no rights at all”

The Katzes and other Jewish dissidents have for
years fought to emigrate to other countries, particularly
Israel and the United States. After three years, the
Katzes got out. Many remain.

“There are th ds and th ds of families and
the situation is worse and worse,” Katz said. “Several
cities refuse 90 percent of those who apply (for permis-
sion to leave). ... I have a friend, Viktor Elistratov, wait-

Tne Boston Globe Monday, November 26, 1979

“Really huppy’ reports Jessica’s father

ing for emigration for eight years. He was
told if he won’t stop, he will be impris-
oned.” A committee has been formed on
his behalf.

The Katzes' fight to come the United
States was strengthened by Jessica's ill-
ness. “She was born a healthy baby,” Katz
said. “But at two months, she stopped
gaining weight. She had a digestive prob-
lem for almost a year in Russia. She was
weak. She couldn’t even cry. Doctors
there tell us there is sinall hope."

“The problem was she couldn't digest
any milk products,” he said. “In Russia,
there are no nonmilk products for babies.
They gave her cottage cheese, yogurt —
that was like poison.”

Katz's mother in Cambridge found a
pediatrician who prescribed a predigested
formula which was sent to the Katzes in
Russia.

Jessica's arrival here was followed by
charges that the child was not seriously
ill and that her illness was used by her
parents to pressure Soviet authorities for
their release. Her father acknowledged
that she had improved before the journey.
He explained however, “She was still on
the formula and we didn't know what
would happen if she didn't get the formu-
la. That's why it was important for us to
come and for her to be seen by an Ameri-
can doctor.

His mother and two of his brothers —
one a mathematics teacher at MIT and an-
other a Harvard senior — had emigrated
three years earlier.

At home, an energetic Jessica answers :
the phone in English. “Hi. How are you. :

Its Mrs. Katz speaking.” She watches
“Sesame Street,” the popular children’s
televison show. She speaks to her sister
Gabriella only in English, though her par-
ents encourage he~ to speak Russian.

“We want her to be bilingual. We read
to her in Russian. We hope that Russian
will be her native language” her father
said. “It's our native language. We want
to be able to communicate. We want her
to learn Russian culture — a fantastic cul-
ture.” ,

One day, he hopes-to visit his home-
land. *I like the country. I have friends in
Russia. I hope there will be some changes
in Russia. I hope to return there.” But as
they approach their first anriversary in
the United Staies, Katz said, “We're really
happy in this country.”

A Glintin Soviet Eyes

To Jane and John Doe's hedges
against inflation — the Krugerrand,
the Maple Leaf and the British Sover-
eign — must now be added the Chevro-
nets, a quarter-ounce Soviet coin of
gold. Investing in gold is not easily
squared with Communist theory; it
produces nothing people can eat or
use. The price of gold has nothing to do
with the Siberian labor that produces
it. Nor is it an entirely wholesome way
of gaining wealth even by capitalist
doctrine. To buy gold is to speculate,
and these days it is to speculate on fear
and the dollar's decline.

So here come the Russians, instruct-
ing us that the rich “have always liked
te keep some of their assets in gold."
Their ad in The Times also points out
how pracucal goldis: You can carry it
around in your pocket, “‘and at any
time, you can divide your he'Sings for
pamal sale, for gifts, or for safekeep-
ing indifferent places.”

Once again a pragmatic and slyly
exploitive foreign policy prevails in
the Kremlin over mere ideology. All
that is left of Communist virtue is the
picture on the coin — a typical Soviet
peasant sowing seeds. The Chevronets
is socialist realism indeed
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Available from the Union of Councils:

A story of love
and hope behind one of the most
celebrated international trials of our time....

EkT VEIIH Il

Amuuﬂxhamnﬂq

IhnaBenkxmph
Translated from the
Stefani Hoff
Next Year in Jerusalem
is an intensely moving per-
sonal story. Avital's stirring
memoir, interwoven with her
husband’s letters from prison,
is both a valuable document of Soviet life and a
slirring examination of the plight of all Russian
Jews who want to emigrate to freedom in
Israel. llustrated with photographs, $9.95
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MATHEMATICAL TESTS GIVEN TO JEWISH APPLICANTS AT THE ENTRANCE EXAM OF MOSCOW UNIVERSITY

In 1978, only two Jewish applicants were admitted to the Mechanical Mathematical Dept. of
Moscow University, out of a total of four hundred twenty-five students who were admitted.
Among the applicants there were twenty-one graduates of the specialized Moscow mathematical
high school No. 57 - seven of them were Jewish, fourteen non-Jewish. All fourteen no~-Jewish
applicants were admitted. Out of the seven Jewish applicants, only one was admitted despite
the fact that all twenty-one high school applicants had the same grade in their diplomas ("5" -
the highest grade in the USSR). Most of the twenty-one competitors had won various awards in
mathematical competitions. The only Jew who had been admitted is absolutely outstanding. He
won the second prize at an international mathematical competition. For the next three years
he took first prize in the All-Union Mathematical Competition.

The undersigned mathematicians - mostly refuseniks - checked (during their seminars held
in Moscow and Leningrad) the special mathematical problems that were presented to Jewish
competitors and compared them with those problems which usually are chosen for oral
examinations. We came to the conclusion that the Jewish competitors had been deliberately
subjected to discrimination:

1. All problems which were presented to Jews were extraordinarily complicated. They were
much more difficult than those given to non-Jews.

2. The examiners chose those problems deliberately in order to lower the grades thus ex-
cluding the possibility of admittance.

3. It is completely impossible to suppose that the examiners were not aware of the ex-
treme difficulties of the problems presented to Jewish applicants, since most of these
problems were given as tests at high school and university competitions (the so-called
"mathematical olympics") and were published in the collected problems for these competitions.
(Some of the examiners were the authors of these publications.)

4. Among the problems presented to the four Jewish high school graduates there was not
a single one whose level was not much higher than that of a standard oral examination. It
should also be emphasized that the above-mentioned four competitors were not given addition-
al questions, except some of those extremely difficult problems. We are refraining from
mentioning the names of the four Jewish high school competitors.

In the appendix [not yet translated from Russian - editor] the problems presented to the
Jewish competitors are enumerated (the solutions are given too.) In order to give the reader
an opportunity to compare the problems presented to Jews and non-Jews, some of the latter
category are to be found in the appendix.

Since most readers are not familiar with the procedure of the oral entrance examination
at universities, a brief description of this type of exam and of its decisive importance for
being admitted to a university are set forth below.

In the USSR, there is a five-grade system in existence. At the Mechanical-Mathematical
Dept. of Moscow University there are four entrance examinations - an oral and a written
examination in mathematics, an oral examination in physics, and a written examination in
Russian. The minimal admission requirement in 1978 was: 18.5 for Muscovites and 20 for non-
Muscovites (this difference is obviously motivated by the lack of available rooms in the
student dormitories). The minimal admission requirement includes also the average grade of the
high school diplomas.

Consequently, for high school graduates whose diploma grade is "5" (the highest grade)
and who are Moscow residents, it is enough to get a total of only 13.5 in the four above-
mentioned university entrance examinations. One would think it would not be too difficult to
get such a total (grade '3' is regarded as 'fair'). But only two of the Jewish competitors were
able to be credited with such a total.
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The written tests are worked out in such a way that nobody should be able tg get a higher
grade than "3" (fair). Besides, the grading of the Russian examination is completely

arbitrary. There are no objective criteria, and the examiner can give the competitor any grade
he intends to. Thus, it is evident that the oral examinations are of decisive importance.

[Signed] Dr. Alexander Yoffe, Prof. Naum Neiman, Prof. Grigory Freiman, and Dr. Gennady
Khassin

ON THE TESTS GIVEN TO THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

AT THE MECHANICAL-MATHEMATICAL DEPT. OF MOSCOW UNIVERSITY

The selection of the material for the tests make a rather strange impression. In my view,
it is intolerable to give such mathematical problems to high school graduates at an entrance
examination. The problems are extremely complicated and their solution requires an
extraordinary capability of concentration and precision in extremely difficult computing.

The knowledge and experience that is necessary for sol.’ng these problems are far beyond
the level o’ high school graduates, even the most talented. It is especially intolerable to
give such mathematical problems at an oral examination where there is a time limit of twenty
minutes for solving the problem and where the psychological atmosphere is usually tense.

I picked out one problem that was to my taste (a high school graduate naturally has no such
option). It took me more than an hour (in a quiet atmosphere) to find a rather unconventional
solution.

I have, or course, much more experience in solving difficult mathematical problems and
considerably more knowledge in this field than high school graduates. I imagined what a
student would experience sitting at such an examination whose results could determine his
future. One should be aware too of the tremendous psychological stress which results from the
hostile : ttitude toward the examinee by the examiner. Such a traumatic experience can easily
become a lifelong shock. The young people who had to undergo such an examination felt the
insidiousness and cruelty of the test which turned out to be a trap. We experience the same
feelings.

If we compare the mathematical problems under consideration with those given toc other
examir .es who were not doomed to failure, we had additional proof of the discriminatory
characcer of the examination.

In conclusion, it should be mentioned that this kind of discrimination is aimed not only

at Jewish high school graduates, but also at other categories of examinees, in particular at
dissidents' children.

As to non-residents of Moscow, the official grades necessary for passing the test is
considerably higher than for Moscow. Also that practice is an intolerable discrimination.

[Signed] Andrei Sakharov, Member of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR

Grigori Freiman's samizdat article,
which originally appeared in Jews
in the USSR, is reprinted on the
next page from the New York Times
Magazine, Sunday, November 2801979,

Prof. Gn’_gon‘ Fr_eimgn has charged that his Govemmet is
systematically discriminating against Jewish math students.
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T WAS THE evening rush hour in

Kiev. On a main street hun-

dreds of passersby clogged the
sidewalks while long queues gathered
in front of bus and trolley stops. But
even in the thick crowd a man whom I
had never met recognized me. Acting
as if he were seeking directions, this
middle-aged man whom we shall call
Yuri stopped in front of me, whispered
my name and then added in German:
“Follow behind me, but we must not
talk.”

1 wason vacatiog, traveling in Rus-
sia. Before I left New York, a friend
familiar with the emigration problems
of Russian Jews had asked me to con-
tact Yuri in the Ukrainian capital. He
was a “refusnik,” a Jew who had been
refused permission to emigrate by the
Soviet government. My friend in New
York, without news about him for
many months, was concerned for his
safety.

On my first night in Kiev I telephon-
ed Yuri. After asking if I wanted to
meet with him and other refusniks, he
arranged a rendezvous for the next
evening at a designated stop.

Now, following him as discreetly as
possible, I boarded a trolley for a brief
ride to Kiev University. There, we made
the enormous descent into the spotless
Kiev Metro, or subway, for a 20-min-
ute ride in a packed train, away from
the center of the city, across the Dnie-
per River. Emerging from the subway
trip, I again followed—at a decent 20
paces—for still another trolley ride.
Finally, some five minutes later, we
both alighted and entered one of the
identical-looking housing complexes

that dominate the outlying landscape
of the city.

From the outside, the apartment

_ building looked fresh, sturdy and mod-
ern. Inside, however, the vestibules
were shabbily spartan; the elevator
groaned and lurched. As it carried us
upstairs, Yuri, who spoke in German
and crippled English, said he was un-
certain who would be at the “gather-
ing.” Because someone there might be
a government informer, he advised me
against distributing any Western books
or magazines. Such reading material
cou!d be considered anti-Soviet propa-
ganda, he warned.

Finding the right apartment, Yuri
knocked. The door opened a crack,
there was a smattering of Russian and
we were inside.

It was the eve of Rosh Hashanah,
the Jewish New Year, one of the most
solemn of Jewish ubservances. Squeez-
ed into the living room of the small,
one-bedroom apartment were - more
than 30 people, mostly in their 20s or
early 30s. All of them said they were
refusniks.

While Jews elsewhere would be at-
tending services in synagogues, none
of those present knew how to pray in
Hebrew. None had any religious edu-
cation, which is virtually impossible to
obtain in the Soviet Union. Groping
for some way to express their Jewish-
ness on a holy day, they decided to cel-
ebrate togeth.. This also gave them an
opportunity to comfort each other ov-
er the mutual problems they faced for
having applied for emigration visas.
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Many had brought different dishes
of food or vodka or wine. They were
unaware that traditionally Rosh Ha-
shanah was marked by prayer, not gay
festivities. Indeed, the gathering in
Kiev was more like the usual New
Year's Eve party than a religious ob-
servance.

Yet despite the merry atmosphere,
an undercurrent of tension could be
felt. These people were accustomed to
searches and arrests for possessing
Zionist or anti-Soviet materials. Al-
though technically the Rosh Hashanah
party was not a violation of Soviet law,
they knew that banding together to
toast the Jewish New Year could, in
Kiev, be twisted into an illicit under-

ground activity. Thus conversations

froze with each knock on the door.
When the door opened and another re-
fusnik entered, not the police or KGB,

the conversation and gaiety resumed.

The apartment was sparsely fur-
nished. Dinner plates were set on a
makeshift table, lengthened by boards
propped on wooden crates. Crates also
served as chairs for most of the guests.
During dinner, the stories that flowed
were remarkably similar as these Rus-
sians who had grown up atheists or ig-
norant of Judaism and its customs told
why they had changed in their late
teens or early 20s.

47TV vex IF you think of your-
H-‘ self as a Russian or a Ukrai-

2J nian, the Russians and the
Ukrainians eventually remind you that
you are Jewish,” explained a 22-year-
old man. “Sooner or later the anti-
Semitism catches up to you. You rzal-
ize it when you apply for university, a
special conrse or a promotion at your
job.”

One man described how everyone in
the section of the plant where he work-
ed had gotten a salary increase except
him. “I didn’t need a reason,” he said.
““I knew what it was from their anti-Se-
mitic jokes.”

A woman said her consciousness as
a Jew began as a teenager, especially
when she walked her dog. “The other
children would point to me and sing a
song, ‘A Dog is a Yid and a Yid is a
Dog,’” she recalled.

For each the decision to seck a visa
was wrenching. They realized there
was little hope of being allowed to

leave, and the mere act of applying
meant almost certain punishment—
losing one’s job, apartment and other
amenities, such as a telephone. Once

fired, there was the threat of arrest for
being a “social parasite.”

Moreover, similar penalties and har-
assments often were inflicted on the
entire family. “If you decide to leave

you know that not only will you be

considered a traitor but so will all of
your close relatives,” said one man.
“It is not an easy decision, yet for most
of us there is no other choice.”

Possibly their worst fear is that they
are being forgotten by the West; that
their plight has become of little con-
cern to anyone else. Several of those
present who had been waiting three or
more years for visas said they rarely
heard any more from groups or indi-
viduals in Western countries. The con-
sensus among refusniks, they noted
forlornly, was that if a person was de-
nied a visa for more than three years,
the hope of emigrating was virtually
nil. :

“Even in the broadcasts on the BBC
and the Voice of America we hear our
government propaganda repeated that
more Jews than ever before are being
allowed out,” a man said sadly. “Yes,
the total may be up. But there are more
Jews applying every day, so the per-
centage of those who want to leave and
are not allowed to is also rising.” Since
there is no time limit on how long a vi-
sa can be denied, refusniks face the
prospect of a lifetime of waiting in
vain.

The number of Jewish emigrés from
Russia is expected to reach a record
50,000 this year. The most common
reason given by Soviet authorities for
denying an exit permit is that the appli-
cant or a relative is a security risk. The
exact size of the Jewish population in
Russia is uncertain, but it is believed to
be over 2 million.

At the party, several persons told of
having been arrested last summer on
unfounded charges of “hooliganism.”
One man, who served as the unofficiai
leader of the evening, said neighbors
had told him that his apartment had
been cntered twice recently by plain-
clothes policemen. “I'm afraid they
are either bugging my flat or hiding
things they can later find and use
against me,” he said. “But who can |
complain to? How can people in
the United States or in the West under-
stand or care about what is happening
to us?”

Other persons reported that they
had been cautioned privately by offi-
cials to advise refusniks against dem-
onstrating or appearing on September
29 at Babi Yar, the valley at the out-
skirts of the city where on that date in
1941 the Nazis slaughtered more than
70,000 Jews. So far as is known, there
was no commemorative meeting this
year at Babi Yar.

Kiev, long a center of Jewish culture
in_the Ukraine, has about 200,000
Jews. The refusniks believe that Soviet
officials in the Ukraine, a region witha
chronic history of severe anti-Semi-
tism, have been particularly harsh
against Jews wanting to emigrate. “We

are isolated here,” a woman said.
“Unlike Moscow and Leningrad, there
is no foreign press here, we gc. few visi-
tors or tourists. No one will know what
happens to us.”

mm the grim conversation,

Rosh Hashanah was cele-

\\ brated with the now almost

universally known Eastern European

Jewish delicacy, gefilte fi , and with

ample glasses of vodka. The songs at

the dinner table were in Russian, ex-

cept for one rendition of “Mein Yid-

dishe Mama,” sung by a woman who
knew Yiddish.

When the table was cleared, a slide
projector was brought out. A guest
had two slides that had been smuggled
into the country. The first was of Ma-
sada, the ancient Jewish fortress whose
defenders are said to have committed
suicide rather than allow themselves to
be taken by the Romans following a
long seige. The second was of the
Western Wall in Jerusalem that was
part of the Second Temple, and the
plaza in front of it where Jews come to
pray. One man explained the signifi-
cance of both places; most of the oth-
ers in the apartment had never heard
of either.

Long before the narty ended, Yuri
departed. “I don% know many of
these people,” he said uneasily. “You
can never be sure who can be trust-

ed.” His fears were to prove justified.
The next day [ was visited in my ho-
tel by a well-dressed Russian who in-
troduced himself as the head of the
Kiev branch of Intourist, the official
government tourist agency. More prob-
ably, he was a security or police agent.
He refused to show any Intourist cre-
dentials and declined to spell his name
in English, a language he spoke fluent-
ly. But he knew about the Rosh Ha-
shanah party the previous night.
“The authorities,” he warned, were
concerned about my meeting in an
apartment with “people who are not
good citizens . . . who are provoca-
teurs.” Furthermore, he advised me
that by attending such meetings 1
might become involved in espionage
charges because several of the people I
had met possessed “state secrets.”
Was 1 followed to *he party? Was
someone else trailed? Or was one of
the refusniks at the dinner table an in-
former? There is no way of knowing.
There is no doubt, however, that the
Soviet government had been vigilantly
watching a relative handful of refus-

. niks innocently celebrate Rosh Ha-

shanah.

SELWYN RAAB, a new contributor, is
a reporter for the New York Times.




The Union of Councils for Soviet Jews
announces
Mid-Year International Soviet Jewry Meetings:

Conference on the 1980 Moscow Olympics

London, March 15-18
and

Soviet Jewry Leadership Mission

Jerusalem, March 20 - 21

(The Leadership Mission will also include a two-day tour of
Soviet Jewish resettlement projects in northern Israel, March 23-24)

More information will be forth coming shortly. Flights for those attending both meetings
are available for $751.00. (Fares go up on December 15). Contact the Union office immed-

iately for flight and hotel information.

Union of Councils for Soviet Jews
24 Crescent St., Suite 3A, Waltham, Ma 02154
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INSIDE TODAY'S ALERT

¥ Former P.0.C., Boris Tsilionak has been give
permission to leave the Soviet Union. See -

page 1.

% A participant at the General Assembly in
Montreal reports on decisions affecting Soviet
Jewish resettlement. See page 1.

* This issue presents in-depth coverage of JEWISH COMM. RELATIONS
discrimination against Jews in the field of 105 WEST 4TH STREET
Mathematics starting on page 5. CINCINNATIy OHIO

45202

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

"Golda Meir's family 'dropped out' in 1905
when many Kiev Jews were going to Palestine ==
and look what happened to their daughter!"

Babette Wampold




