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Picture captions, McLaren Ranch
/.alma (McLaren; Aelligan collection

1. Mr. Dow beside the original frame cabin that was

the first McLaren home in .est Bishop.

2. McLaren Ranch home built before 1900. Left to

right; the two story addition was added to take care

of the growing family. £6nfea£ Kapailorki±dh6hree bedrooms.

Center building was the kitchen, dining room, bedroom

and screen porch, with an entrance into the sod cellar.

Above the cellar was a bedroom where Zelma (McLaren)

Nelligan was born.

3. Grainery and corn crib on McLaren ranch.



Captions—' i c L a r e n

i. alter Dow ol the noneiioiadj, ilawndo tiibe , is seen beside the

original cabin that was the first McLaren home in west Bishop

in 1872. z^eima McLaren (helligan1 collect!on

2. ihe McLaren home was built before 1900. Left to right; the two

story addition was to take care of the growing family with living

room and three bedrooms. The center building was ’.he kitchen,

dining room, bedroom and screen porch with an entrance to the

sod cellar. ..box e the sod cellar was a bedroom w.'iere .lelma

Lorra i ne ^McLaren ( \c 11 igan y wa s born.
Z. Imn (Nelligan ) collection

3.
3.—Their creamery and separator house.

z-elrr.a (Nelligan) collection

4. The coin crib and granary Lelr.a '.Nelligan) collection

5. ’Lot what you think!” This was their smoke house for pork,

bacon and ham. Lelma (Nelligan) collection
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THE MCLARENS

It required great determination end courage tn travel across country

in the pre-1900 era. k’m. McLaren was one of those early people. He

came west from Troy, Now York, where he was born in 1845, young and

eager to discover a new land. McLaren lived for a time in Grass Valley

Calif., then moved to Carson City, Nevada.

He found employment, driving team for ono Elisha Mallory who lived

with his family in nearby Genoa, the first town in Nevada. Mallory op­

erated a freighting business to and from many of the early mining

camps, during this timo young McLaren became acquainted with Addie

Mallory, daughter of the freighter.

in 1870, McLaren helped Mallory deliver •. printing press from Virginia

City, Nev., by team to Independence, Inyo county, Calif. The press was

the first in use in the Owens Kiver valley. The newspaper that was

printed was titled the "Inyo Independent". McLaren liked this new coun

try so well he stayed to find employment at local ranches. Plump littl

love letters were exchanged by stage and wagon with Miss Addie Mallory

of Genoa.

Several of the letters... now in possesionn of Zelma (McLaren) Nelligan

bear the date 1370. One of particular interest is addressed to <m. Mc­

Laren, Mono County, Calif. It bears the name WeLLS FAr^b and their slo

gan, OVER OUR CALIFORNIA and COAST ROUTES...and a three-cent stamp is

affixed, mother envelope is addressed to same, but names Inyo county

instead of Mono. Others to Miss Addie Mallory, Genoa, Nevada, have the

postmark Bishop Creek, Calif., and they are a tiny 2 by 5 inches in

size. Each holds several pages of fine script in the quaint phrase­

ology of those early times.

William McLaren and Addie Mallory were married in Genoa on Christmas

day, 1870. They moved to Bishop Creek along with the Mallory family 



in early ’71- The young folk lived and worked on the then new Mallory
'»o

Property which now’ is across Highway 395/f.rom the present big Safeway

store near Bishop.

Six weeks before the disastrous earthquake of March 26, 1872, .iliiam

and .iddie moved into their own one-room frame cabin on a tract of 160

acres in the West Bishop area, it was a fine piece of property, level

and with, plentiful water. This land was purchased from one .Samuel Hall

for 8800. He had secured, it through a Mexican War soldier’s Grant.

The document states, "To iliiam McLaren as assignee and to his heirs

and assigns forever.” it was signed by president Ulysses S. Grunt in

1876 and entered in the record of the General land office. Supposedly,

this date meant the young couple were given four years in which to

save the required purchase price.

Gradually the sagebrush was cleared, the land was tilled, and crops

planted. ventually there was a broad field of alfalfa and one of tall

corn each season. The south .section of 18 acres that was bordered by

Bishop Crock on the north and West Line Street on the couth became a

beautiful wheat field. ”1 remember helping with the mowing, binding

and shocking of the wheat,” /Selma tells, ’’and this was when we used

teams. Father hauled the wheat to the big Grist Mill up Bishop Creek.

It was first owned by Blair and Dugan, then became known as the Kil­

patrick Mill. The big sacks of flour were hauled home and stored in

our large sod cellar. It was built of two foot thick squares of sod—

one on top of another—and it never froze or became hot in there."
The upstairs was a big bedroom.”
There were five children born to William and Addie - Lula, Stella,

Lcltoy, Elmer and Zelma. "We always walked up and down West Line street

to school,” /.el ma recalls. "It was then known as the Irving School and

Manio Clark was my teachef when 1 was in the fifth grade. The location

was the west corner of Brockman Lane and Vest Line, where, in later

- -



years Samuel .Soone opened a little store. When our school burned in J9

1913 the bell fell from the cupola and my brothers brought it to our

home. It was used ns a dinner bell and we could hear its sweet tones

from far out in the fields.”

The family had added to the original home a big kitchen, dining room

and screen porchpcside the sod cellar. Thon a two story addition, nor­

therly, provided a large parlor and three bedrooms, Shade trees, flow­

ers and shrubs surrounded the spacious home and the usual vegetable

garden, berries and orchard, were nearby. Large stacks of hay—there

were no bales then—stood near the barn and corncrib. Milk cows, pigs,

chickens and turkeys made up a very self-sustaining farm.

'hen McLaren died in 1920, his widow, ..ddie, divided 40 acres of the

ranch equally between the four remaining children that were named as

heirs. The youngest son, Elmer, had died in 1919. LeRoy inherited

acreage in the wheat field, his little frame home still stands near

Bishop Creek. The three girls were given sections farther up Test

Line Street.

The uniting of two pioneer families came when Zelma McLaren married

James Haberlin Nclligan. ”Habe” as he was called, was son of Anastasia

(Malone) Nelligan, who was the first white child born at Fort Indepen­

dence, her father one of the early soldiers sent there. Anastasia Ma­

lone was born in an adobe cabin at the fort, grew up in the area and

became a teacher at George’s Creek. This meant a nine mile ride, side­

saddle, to and from school, a pioneer schoolmarm!

Zelma lives on in their comfortable home facing est Line Street and

son Marvin, and family nearby. Stella McLaren married Claude Shepard

and they built at the far end of the fanch at the corner of Shepard

Lane whore a local physician now lives. The family started a subdivi­

sion in the This became Shepard Lane. It has a flavor of the 



past with many shade trees and running water for surface irrigation

of all the properties and more important, no rush of through traffic*

The remainder of the McLaren Ranch was sold, first to Mr. Dow ini$941*

then it was sold jointly to developers di ley and Irons who created a

superb subdivision. It is favored with wide streets, beautiful homes

end shade trees and the over changing beauty of tall mountains

on either side.





BY ADELE REED

the McLarens
Such were the pioneers of the Owens Valley . ..

The first settlers of the primitive and
fertile valley known as Owens in east­
ern California came from many of the
eastern states. It required great deter­
mination and courage to travel across
country in the pre-1900 era.

Wm. McLaren was one of those
early people. He came west from Troy.
New York, where he was born in
1845, young and eager to discover a
new land. McLaren lived for a time
in Grass Valley, Calif., near Carson
City, Nev.

Here he found employment, driving
team for one Elisha Mallory who lived
with his family in nearby Genoa, the
first town in Nevada. Mallory oper­
ated a freighting business to and from
many of the early mining camps. Dur­
ing this time young McLaren became
acquainted with Addie Mallory,
daughter of the freighter.

In 1870, McLaren helped Mallory
deliver a printing press from Virginia
City, Nev., by team to Independence,
Calif. The press was the first in use in
the Owens Valley. The newspaper that
was printed was titled the “Inyo Inde­
pendent.” McLaren liked this new
country so well he stayed to find em­
ployment at local ranches. Plump little
love letters were exchanged by stage
and wagon with Miss Addie Mallory
of Genoa.

Several of the letters, now in pos­
session of Zelma (McLaren) Nelligan, 

bear the date 1870. One of particular
interest is addressed to Wm. McLaren,
Bishop Creek, Mono County, Calif. It
bears the name WELLS FARGO and
their slogan, OVER OUR CALI­
FORNIA^ and COAST ROUTES . . .
and a three-cent stamp is affixed.
Another envelope is addressed to
same, but names Inyo county instead
of Mono. Others to Miss Addie Mal­
lory, Genoa, Nevada, have the post­
mark Bishop Creek, Calif., and they
are a tiny 2 by 5 inches in size. Each
holds several pages of fine script in
the quaint phraseology of those early
times.

William McLaren and Addie Mal­
lory were married in Genoa on Christ­
mas day, 1 870. They moved to Bishop
Creek west of Bishop, Calif., along
with the Mallory family in early '71.
The young folk lived and worked on
the then new Mallory property which
now is across Highway 395 from the
present big Safeway Store in Bishop.

Six weeks before the disastrous
earthquake of March 26. I 872. Wil­
liam and Addie moved into their own
one-room frame cabin on a tract of
160 acres in the West Bishop area. It
was a fine piece of property, level and
with plentiful water.

This land was purchased for $800
from one Samuel Hall, who had se­
cured it through a Mexican War
Soldier’s Grant. This document states,

“To William McLaren as assignee and
to his heirs and assigns forever.'’ It
was signed by president Ulysses S.
Grant in 1876 and entered in the rec­
ord of the General land office. Sup­
posedly, this date meant the young
couple were given four years in which
to save the required purchase price.

Gradually, the sagebrush was
cleared, the land was tilled, and crops
planted. Eventually there was a broad
field of alfalfa and one of tall corn
each season. The south section of 18
acres that was bordered by Bishop
Creek on the north and West Line
Street on the south became a beauti­
ful wheat field. “I remember helping
with the mowing, binding and shocking
of the wheat”. Zelma tells, “and this
was when we used teams. Father
hauled the wheat to the big Grist Mill
up Bishop Creek. It was first owned by
Blair and Dugan, then became known
as the Kilpatrick Mill. The big sacks
of flour were hauled home and stored
in our large sod cellar. It was built of
two foot thick squares of sod — one on
top of the other — and it never froze
or became hot in there.”

There were five children born to
William and Addie — Lula. Stella,
LcRoy, Elmer and Zelma. “We always
walked up and down West Line street
to school,” Zelma recalls. “It was then
known as the Irving School and Mamie
Clark was my teacher when I was in
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A PIONEER W® OF OWENS VALLEY

William and Addie were married in 1970. Five
children were born . ..
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the fifth grade. The location was the
west corner of Brockman Lane and
West Line, where, in later years

—'""SarnoeRBoone opened a little store.
A When our school burned in 1913 the

r
bell fell from the cupola and my
brothers brought it to our home. It was
used as a dinner bell and we could hear
its sweet tones from far out in the
fields.”

The family had added to the original
home a big kitchen, dining room and
screen porch beside the sod cellar.
Then a two story addition, northerly,
provided a large parlor and three bed­
rooms. Shade trees, flowers and shrubs
surrounded the spacious home and the
usual vegetable garden, berries and
orchard were nearby. Large stacks of
hay — there were no bales then — stood
near the barn and corncrib. Milk cows,
pigs, chickens and turkeys made up a
very self-sustaining farm.

When McLaren died in 1920, his
widow, Addie, divided 40 acres of the
ranch equally between the four re­
maining children that were named as
heirs. The youngest son, Elmer had
died in 1919. LeRoy inherited acreage
in the wheat field, his little frame home
still stands near Bishop Creek. The
three girls were given sections farther
up West Line Street.

The uniting of two pioneer families
came when Zelma McLaren married
James Haberlin Nelligan. ‘‘Habe,” as
he was called, was son of Anastasia
(Malone) Nelligan, who was the first
white child born at Fort Independence,
her father one of the early soldiers
sent there. Anastasia Malone was born
in an adobe cabin at the fort, grew up
in the area and became a teacher at
Georges’ Creek. This meant a nine
mile ride, sidesaddle, to and from
school, a pioneer schoolmarm!

Zelma lives on in their comfortable
home facing West Line street and son,
Marvin, and family nearby. Stella Mc­
Laren married Claude Shepard and
they built at the far end of the ranch
at the corner of Shepard Lane where
a local physician now lives. The family
started a subdivision in the 1930s. This
became Shepard Lane. It has a flavor
of the past with shade trees and run­
ning water for surface irrigation of all
the properties and more important, no
rush of through traffic.

The remainder of the McLaren
Ranch acreage was sold first in 1941,
then jointly to developers who created
a superb subdivision. It is favored with
wide streets, beautiful homes and the
ever changing beauty of tall moun­
tains oti either side. •
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U. S. Grant, president of the United States,
assigned McLaren Land .. .

12400 Benedict Ave., Downey, CA 90242 • (213) 869-6616

FROM
TUIU

F.O.B. Downey.
California

100%
LONG TERM
FINANCING.

A complete home
designed to carry 5 bikes
Now you can smuggle your woman along, and
keep her at home, too! In fact, you can also take
your friends and their bikes.

You see. the Smuggler is a fully equipped 'and furnished
trailer - with all the comforts of home — specially designed
to legally carry five motorcycles. It really eliminates the em­
barrassment of choosing between yourwomanandyourbikes.

Choose from 8 models. For free brochure, contact:

JOURNEYMAN TRAILERS
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Pioneers of Owens River Valley

heirs. The youngest son, Elmer, had died

The corn crib and

• 'F

Zelma (Nelligan) collection
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to Miss Addie
Bishop Creek,

Not what you think!" This was their smoke house for
pork, bacon and ham. £ ‘ i.

by Adele Reed
It required great determination and courage to travel across

country in the pre-1900 era. Wm. McLaren was one of those
early people. He came west from Troy, New York, where he
was born in 1845, young and eager to discover a new land.
McLaren lived for a time in Grass Valley Calif., then moved to
Carson City, Nv.

He found employment, driving team for one Elisha Mallory
who lived with his family in nearby Genoa, the first town in
Nevada. Mallory operated a freighting business to and from
many of the early mining camps. During this time7 young
McLaren became acquainted with Addie Mallory, daughter of
the freighter.

In 1870, McLaren helped Mallory deliver a printing press
from Virginia City, Nev., by team to Independence, Inyo coun­
ty, Calif. The pess was the first in use in the Owens River
Valley. The newspaper that was printed was titled the "Inyo In­
dependent". McLaren liked this new country so well he stayed
to find employment at local ranches. Plump little love letters
were exchanged by stage and wagon with Miss Addie Mallory
of Genoa.

Several of the letters . . . now in possession of Zelma
(McLaren) Nelligan . . . bear the date 1870. One of particular
interest is addressed to Wm. McLaren, Mono County, Calif. It
bears the name WELLS FARjO and their slogan, OVER OUR
CALIFORNIA and COAST ROUTES ... and a three-cent
stamp is affixed. Another envelope is addressed to same, but
names Inyo county instead of Mono. Others
Mallory, Genoa, Nevada, have the postmark

west Bishop in 1872.
Zelma McLaren (Nelligan) collection
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Their creamery and separator house.
Zelma (Nelligan) collection

a bedroom where Zelma Lorraine
was born.

Zelma (Nelligan) collection

that were named as
in 1919. LeRoy inherited acreage in the wheat fields, his little
frame home still stands near Bishop Creek. The three girls were
given sections farther up West Line Street.

The uniting of two pioneer families came when Zelma
McLaren married James Haberlin Nelligan. "Habe" as he was
called, was son of Anastasia (Malone) Nelligan, who was the
first white child born at Fort Independence, her father one of
the early soldiers sent there. Anastasia Malone was born in an
adobe cabin ag the fort, grew up in the area and became a
teacher at George's Creek. This meant a nine mile ride,
sidesaddle, to and from school, a pioneer schoolmarm!

Zelma lives on in their comfortable home facing West Line
Street and son, Marvin, and family nearby. Stella McLaren
married Claude Shepard and they built at the far end of the
ranch at the corner of Shepard Lane where a local physician
now lives. The family started a subdivision in the 1930's. This
became Shepard Lane. It has a flavor of the past with many
shade trees and running water for surface irrigation of all the
properties and more important, no rush of through traffic.

The remainder of the McLaren Ranch was sold first to Mr.
Dow in 1941. Then it was sold jointly to developers Riley and
Irons who created a superb subdivision. It is favored with wide
streets, beautiful homes and shade trees and the ever changing
beauty of tall mountains on either side.

known as the Kilpatrick Mill. The big sacks of flour were
hauled home and stored in our large sod cellar. It was built of
two foot thick squares of sod —one on top of another—and it
never froze or became hot in there. The upstairs was a big
bedroom."

There were five children born to William and Addie —Lula,
Stella, LeRoy, Elmer and Zelma. "We always walked up and
down West Line Street to school,” Zelma recalls. "It was then
known as the Irving School and Mamie Clark was my teacher
when I was in the fifth grade. The location was the west cor­
ner of Brockman Lane and West Line, where, in later years
Samuel Boone opened a little store. When our school burned
in 1913 the bell fell from the cupola and my brothers brought
it to our home. It was used as a dinner bell and we could hear
its sweet tones from far out in the fields."

The family had added to the original home a big kitchen,
dining room and screen porch beside the sod cellar. Then a
two story addition, northerly, provided a large parlor and three
bedrooms. Shade trees, flowers and shrubs surrounded the
spacious home and the usual vegetable garden, berries and or­
chard were nearby. Large stacks of hay—there were no bales
then—stood near the barn and corncrib. Milk cows, pigs,
chickens and turkeys made up a very self-sustaining farm.

When McLaren died in 1920, his widow, Addie, divided 40
acres of the ranch equally between the four remaining children

screen porch with an entrance to the sod cellar. Above
the sod cellar was
McLaren ((Nelligan)

Zlds
pay

Walter Dow of the Dow Hotel, Lone Pine, is seen beside
the original cabin that was the first McLaren home in 

Calif., and they are a tiny 2 by 5 inches in size. Each holds
severl pages of fine script in the quaint phraseology of those
early times.

William McLaren and Addie Mallory were married in Genoa
on Christmas day, 1870. The moved to Bishop Creek along
with the Mallory family in early '71. The young folk lived and
worked on the then new Mallory property which now is across
Highway 395 from the present big Safeway store near Bishop.

Six weeks before the disastrous earthquake of March 26,
1872, William and Addie moved into their own one-room frame
cabin on a tract of 160 acres in the West Bishop area. It was a
fine piece of property, level and with plentiful water. This land
was purchased from one Samuel Hall for $800. He had secured it
through a Mexican War Soldier's Grant.

The document states, "To William McLaren as assignee
and to his heirs and assigns forever." It was signed by
President Ulysses S. Grant in 1876 and entered in the record of
the General Land Office. Supposedly, this date meant the
young couple were given four years in which to save the
required purchase price.

Gradually the sagebrush was cleared, the land was tilled,
and crops planted. Eventually there was a broad field of alfalfa
and one of tall corn each season. The south section of 18
acres that was bordered by Bishop Creek on the north and
West Line Street on the south became a beautiful wheat field.
"I remember helping with the mowing, binding and shocking
of the wheat," Zelma tells, "and this was when we used
teams. Father hauled the wheat to the big Grist Mill up Bishop
Creek. It was first owned by Blair and Dugan, then became 

granary.
Zelma (Nelligan) collection

THE McLARENS-

The McLaren home was built before 1900. Left to right,
the two story addition was to take care of the growing
family with living room and three bedrooms. The center
building was the kitchen, dining room, bedroom and


