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Here is the first of a series of dramatic fact stories of the'
tragedy that has overtaken the Owens River Valley in Inon
County, where almost the entire population is facing an en-
forced migration due to the loss of their irrigating water, with-
out which the valley must again become a. desert:

By C. E. KUNZE

Due east from Fresno ninety miles by section line sunk
deeply beyond the granite spires of Whitney and the highest
range of the Sierras lies Owens Valley, the scene today of one
of those tragic human dramas such as formed the theme in |
Longfellow’s immortal poem of “Hvangeline.” ‘

For nearly twenty years the valley’s residents, numbering |
not less than 6000 people, have waged a heroic battle against .
an invading city’s population for the water that irrigates their |
fields. Without the use of a reasonable portion of the water |
that comes tumbling down into their valley from the snow fields |
of the Sierras community life in this valley becomes impossible. |

This battle for -water has been tense and bitter, beyond!
anything of its kind in the history of California. It has gone |
steadily against the valley residents, however, and today the |
entire Owens Valley population, now in its fourth generation, |
faces that most cruel of all human tragedies, the enforced |
migration from their ancestral homes. l

Naturally, the people are still opeful that this terrible |
climax to their struggles still may be averted. They are prayingf
for some miracle to arise. that will yet save their valley from |
utter devastation. But the omens are not favorable. Three
hundred miles to the south of them a great city has arisen upon
a thinly watered plain. Its population is growing as by some
miracle. Dry years have come to remind all Californians how
precious is the water which runs from the Sierras’ snow fields,
and mighty forces that are beyond human control have come
to play a part.in this gigantic drama.

The Owens Valley people—at least a good many of them,
are -placing thejr own interpretation upon recent events, and
are preparing for the fate which seems to be. in store for them
with a calm courage and fortitude which usually marks such
historic episodes as an enforced migration. They see clear-eyed
the swift march of events and in the last few months have
shifted their ground. Now, instead of fighting to save the val-
ley itself they are concerned only with saving themselves and
their property interests. They have at last convinced that the
odds against them are insurmountable, and each in his own
way has adjusted himself to the inexorable fate.

The final signal of their surrender has come in this unusual
form. They have offered within the last few weeks to sell what
farms, homes and property interests they still have in the val-
ley, that are dependent upon irrigation rights and water diver-
sions, to the city in a wholesale lot at a lump sum of $8,000,000.

This offer is now under consideration by the cily of Los
Angeles, and if accepted would ‘speedily write the final chapter!
of the Owens Valley civilization. Headgates in irrigating|
canals, the first of which were so laboriously dug by hand labor
in the early seventies, would be closed for all time. “The water
which has reclaimed some 60,000 acres of some of the finest
farming in California would course silently southward and out
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the gleaming promise of a valley’s opulent future would again |
pecomg barren and a desert waste; farm buildings will crumble‘
into ruin and even the towns, built as they mostly are upon an |
agrarian foundation, would shrink in size and some at Ieastl
would share the fate of the ghost cities of the Western mining'
camps. ;

This is the inevitable outcome that faces the people of the |
Owens _V.alley if Los Angeles continues along its present course 4
pf prov_*lidmg no water storage above the Owens Valley, and rely—f
ing en_tu-ely for its rapidly growing population upon the stream |
ﬂow_or the Owens River. Within the last year the city has been |
m_akmg land purchases wholesale in and about the towns of Bigf
Pine, Laws and Bishop. It has dried up upwards of 100 fertile |
ranches, permitting them to revert to desert. This method thei
people of the valley have protested against and fought by every |
means they possessed, but their pleas have fallen on deaf ears '
and the process of ranch devastation has gone steadily forward.

From the city of Los Angeles to the upper end of the
Owens Valley is a distance of about 300 miles. To bring down |
tl}e water which flows from the eastern watershed of the,|
Sierras into the Owens River, the city has constructed an aque- |
duct across the forbidding Mojave Desert. The city’s invest- |
ment in this project is now ahont $26,000,000. i

When the project was stefed nearly twenty years ago the !
plans contemplated the creatiun of a huge storage reservoir in |
{\‘-'h]?]xt is known as Long Vali v. twenty miles above the Owens‘

7alley.

This reservoir has not be:n built, and therein lies the rea- [
son for the process of ranch devastation now taking place. [

In the wet seasons there is a waste of water. The summer |
flood and the winter rains go to waste at times, while, in dry |
seasons and drought years, there is a shortage. The normal |
}‘unoff from the entire watershed is about twice the water that !
Is now being beneficially used by valley farmers and the city
but fully half that amount is lost through lack of storage and
the devastation of one of the most beautiful valleys in Califor-
nia is the price that is being paid.

The Owens Valley people have no storage rights. They
were induced to surrender these twenty years ago to the United
States government, which contemplated the construction of a
great government reclamation project there. These rights. the
government later turned over to the eity, and consequently the
hands of the valley people have sinee been tied. »

There appear to be two reasons why the city has provided
no storage in the Long Valley reservoir site. One of these is a
dispute over some land rights in the Long Valley between the
city and one individual; the other reason is a dispute between
the city and a power company oyer power rights.

Between Long Valley and the Owens Valley the Owens
River breaks through a gorge hundreds of feet deep and
eight miles long. The city owns the storage rights on the river
and seven miles of the gorge below the proposed storage dam.
The power company owns one mile of the gorge, but in that
mile lies one-fourth of the potential water power of the whole :
river. [

Between the city on the one hand and the pnower c :
on the other the people of the valley are g’roinpdmggwcggipxg

~ millstones. Realizing there is Water,‘z};plenty for all concerned

of the valley to Los Angeles; fields and orchards that hmr'e been |
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: r mment money. The service engineers had .
financed by governmen : ad |
heir been withdrawn fro‘m the field, and sxich rlg(%lts as the govem_j
ley. They see their farmsd er;gfrulfedé(:hto g—;s 2%+ had a‘cquill'ed ?? tht? £73811%];%1:véa er and storage hag beenl
! ICELOTSERIUIDGC, LSt : ansferred to the city of Los Angeles.
£e heg;lezf‘e {le?tgin districts now in the process t From the town of Independence, in the southern end of the{
financed by bond 1SSU€s,

¢ depopulation. Their community life hasd.l:ggflgeat%?ﬁglgiléz:i valley, northward for twenty miles, a man by the name of Fred | |
UIoeD . .ve chrinking where no Gir /
Property values are S =)

ht ; Los Angeles City’s agent,had acauired options on thoy- | 1

- +v. and a friendly people has become d1v1ded' Eﬁfgg’of et %f land flanking both sides of tl}e Owens River. ‘

taches to the propersy; ] = The storm clouds which rose over the entire valley with the |

into factional gr'oups-nd bitter hatreds have pitched thell_' b]aCkr breaking of this news have never been dispelled.

oA Susplc}-onsxiaoad Neighbor no longer trusts neighbor- The first indignation, naturally, was over the losing of the |

tents in everyumgfs or s'»uspected petrayals are the chief topiC el A reclamation project. This project was to have cost !
Rumors of sell-0 The chief business of the valley has become Learly $3.000,000—a huge sum of money for so isolated a com- |

(t)]t; co}]vejl;;sga ttlac;'nfa.nd deeds and the searching of titles. Yet fgl_ munitv. It would have meant the doubling of the irrigated |

thg lsliggt part those Who sellisizn remCt?ﬁlti];‘-r : 2;3},;?1”1.23113;:&115 areas, and substitution of cement—lined_ canals for the old sand | ,.

stances men and women have T_’]Otted‘t edOCIllgeI:{S of dis- lined ditches dug by the settlers. It signified new homes, new !

tears. To them these deeds are In reality farm buildings, new machinery, new markets, new people, new |

sion. : i atur hopes!

]?Oss‘fﬁhey love their farms and their i qu.lte “&tula].ly' : All this had come down with one crash, and here, instead
]They love this valley, set, as it is, between two high mou_ntam| of a friend, was an enemy at the gate. In fa?t, the_ people Of.
ranges. It is a beautiful valley, worthy of the name they give— the valley felt that the enemy had not only arrived at the gate, |
‘the “Switzerland of America”—but it is a valley in travail, a but was within their home. Thousands of acres of land border- |
valley of many broken hearts. ing the river for twenty miles were already in his hands. '
i | Right or wrong, this feeling has never entirely subsided. i _
It has caused a cleavage between communities, between former | i
| friends, even between families in exactly the way that other". ‘
warfare does. This resentment has blocked Los Angeles’ work{
| in the valley. and has fanned up feelings among some of the |
aqueduct builders which have worked a further harm. This |
resentment has been the fertile breeder of suspicions that have |
made agreements and amieable arrangements utterly impossible.

It seemed outrageous encugh te the residents of the Owens |
Valley that a city should come hundreds of miles across the
desert to demand from them a share of their precious water for |
domestic use. One can imagine how intense their resentment |
became when it was learned that not only did Los Angeles in—i
tend to have Owens River water for domestic use, but also in-
tended to carry off a lot more for sale to irrigationists in the | ;

inchg;;he glllllg-lﬁllleb;e%if‘)itat101l in Owens Valley is about five | San Fernando Valley. : #1850 A bAoA R | |
lengt-h' s milel-l C111‘e_ea.°3tem watershed of the Sierras for a The San Fezl_“nando \;alley lies ]:LIS’C nncn.t of Los ! ;—f’e'ﬁ'l

i oA iql l-fauns_ down thro}lgh numerous streams ﬂo:rh the coast line and the valley line of the Southern Pac C;
| bed of the OW-gI’]SaR'O _thlS water ultimately collecting in the Railroad cross it. Twenty years ago the Sva.n Fernando \_’anel}’;
; Originally the 1‘)‘1’3}% s : s was as thinly peopled as was the Owens Valley. The mirac %i
! [ ecttlers follovine tha mine:-l ians weﬁ‘e‘ tl_le mhafl_nts_tnts. White | of its growth during the 1_ast twelve yvears—of the mangc rise 0d
! decade had made themselvess camet t ere in the sixties, and in a such towns as Lankershim, San Fernando, Van Ti\uys &nhi
; without many bloody battles 2:318 1?125 gvger et but not‘ OWeRsponoh, has been the mater B i \Oalley o Ci"f
; Sol_c%iers stationed at Fort In dependgncgp (I)f'n Gaati (;:Sn:ipezt}go oé‘ ;‘t;g;:;ulders of the aqueduct brought down across 200 miles oI |

i uite rapi ) : ° g pe eTL. .
| '?he Owergghrriifgrda?é ltigosﬂfzﬁé‘f aléy the entire stream flow of To the relinquishment of water for Los Angeles dome_stlcg
1 . (ed. When the enegi streams had been appropriat- use the people of Owens Valley have long since been reconcx!ed.:
ates reclamation ser- | But to the use of this water for the San Fernando irrigationists
they are as little reconciled today as they were when the full |

. 3 ould save
/ they are yet prevented from doing the things which Hos i
them and their val
towns injured and

Second Article

Struggle For Water In Owens Valley

Geographically, the Owens Valley is a neighbor of Death |
Valley, the first lying in the northwestern corner and the other |
in the south eastern corner of Inyo County. It is, on the whole,
a forbidding region, a land of desert, barren mountain ranges,
deep depressions, some of them below the sea level, and about |
the last place an uninformed person would think of going to |
for a great city’s water supply. |

Mary Austin, novelist, who spent her young womanhood |
there, gn_d there wrote the books which first made her famous, |
called it in one of these books “The Land of Little Rain.” "

vice arrived there t ¥ - i
SR R 0 make a survey for a prospective project

d A
under cultivaticn. S act, passed in 1902, they found 60,000 acres

The arrival of these engij
gineers probal k i
noon of the Oweng Valley developme?xt. el S e $5

The discovery of To
Nno v
xgxmke%r(fmth Dopulations Lk sl eolon
% or X7
150 miles b the _Owens Valley farm prod

eld, with their mush-

, the engineers |
The town of !

iS dl‘eam . » A
19 received its first ;
v 705 the news came there wofSt s e

n in the summer '
of
uld be pgq reclamation project

scope of the aqueduct project first became known to them. ' sl

If one wishes to raise a thunder storm in the Owens Valley,
search out a group of irreconsilables and casually state what a
beautiful place is the San Fernando Valley. Its beauty does not |
Interest them. They can think only of the price they have had
to pay for it, and the means that were adopted to convert that
Semi-arid valley into the garden-spot it now is.

They will even remind you, if the thought had not oceurred
to you, that for every acre brought under cultivation about the
towns of Owensmouth, San Fernando, Van Nuys and Lanker-
| 1851;111, one or more acre have been devastated in the Owens Val-,
| Ever since the aqueduct has been built this strange process
of farm transmutation has been going on. edi
g fW-hat the upper valley has lost the lower valley has gain€® i

O 'ar as the State of California is concerned, the score B




whole valley, have to an even greater degree impoverished an-
other.

One trouble has led to another. Last year was one of sub- |
normal rainfall-——and snowfall. In the summer the aqueduct, |
‘carrying its double burden of domestic water for Los Angeles, |

land irrigation water for the San Fernando farmers, began to
(run low. The city, alarmed, ordered the irrigation ditches

closed. Immediately the San Fernando farmers were up in,

‘arms. They demanded water. There was only one place where
it could be gotten, and only one way.

The City hurried up into Owens Valley. It spent $1,100,-
000 buying water lands. It bought an entire canal, known as
the McNally ditch, from Owens Valley farmers. It paid big
prices for the land, but it got no water. All the water, to which
the McNally ditch owners were entitled. running down the river
was diverted before it reached the city’s aqueduct.

Below the McNally ditch was the Big Pine ditch, with its
intake open. Qutwitted, the city’s agents hired men with teams
and attempted to cut -a new channel so that their newly pur-
chased water would not reach the Big Pine ditch. The Big
Pine farmers resorted- to primitive methods. They armed
themselves with guns and drove off the city’'s workers.

Third Article

Tragedy Stalks Valley of Broken Hearts

The fate which has befallen the town of Big Pine may be
taken as a warning of the impending tragedy which overhangs
the entire Owens River Valley and may at any moment swoop
down with devastating force.

Big Pine, taking its name from the creek that cascades
from the great Palisade glacier, 8000 feet above the town, sits
upon a sparsely wooded bench of land at the base of the gigan-
tic Sierra range fifteen miles south of Bishop.

To the north and east and south lie ranch lands, some 5000
or 6000 acres, all highly improved, extremely fertile, watered
from the creek and a canal, and devoted to the production of
alfalfa, fine stock, orchards, grain and small garden and vege-
table truck.

The town has only two or three hundred people in it, but
the surrrounding farming population helps to form a self-sup-
porting community of perhaps a thousand people.

It is a beautiful town and a beautiful country, over looking
the valley which sweeps for endless miles to the north and to
the south, faced on the east by the White Mountains, and to the
west the granite crags of the Palisades, glacier-bound and close
to 13,000 feet high.

Until a few months ago the people of Big Pine seemed ac
securely placed as the great mountain range at their backs,
with a future before them as cloudless as an Inyo sky on a
summer’s day. The conflict for water which had already
swept away portions of two other towns, Lone Pine at the ex-
treme southern end of the valley, and Independence, the county
seat, some thirty miles to the south, had been to them only the
rumble of distant thunder.

They felt so immune, so safe and so prosperous that they
had no. hesitation to lay out some heavy investments in private |

ﬂ_nd public improvements. A legion hall was built by subscrip-
tion, and a new school, large enough to serve for all the grades
and as a high school. was constructed at a cost of $100,000.

}pro‘babl,v even, but so far as individuals are concerned up in the |
Owens Valley, whether they were farmers forced to sell their |
,ranches to the city, or townsfolk, denied the advantage of a |
growing community, the transmutation process has had a very |
uneven result. To the individual, indeed, the San Fernando |
gain has been an Owens Valley loss. The property values which
‘have run away with the water, while they have enriched a

For this building a bond issue was voted.

Then came the sale of the lands under the McNally ditch
to the north of them. Under the pressure of its need for more
water, and the goading of the farmers in the San Fernando Val-
ley, whose irrigation water had been shut off, the city of Los
::\ngeles laid out $1,500,000 in the purchase of the McNally ditch
farms. There were between 8000 and 9000 acres of land under
his ditch, every acre entitled to an inch of water from the
Owens River, and the city purchased 80 per cent of this land.

The headgate of the McNally ditch was closed and the

 Water which would have gone on these ranches came down the
|river—and into the Big Pine ditch.

| Not a drop of it passed the headgate of the Big Pine canal.
‘Not a drop of it reached the aqueduct of the city of Los An-
(geles. The investment of $1,500,000 had been a furtile gesture,
1 80 far as it went toward relieving the situation in the San Fern-
‘ando Valley. There was a shortage in the Owens River and
every farmer both above and below the McNally canal had
rights to more water than he was getting. The elimination of
the McNally intake merely meant that there would be more for
the farmers on the Big Pine canal, and they accepted the boon
which this windfall had brought them.

The shotgun episode already mentioned then took place.
By cutting a new channel in the river, where it makes a horse-
shoe bend, the city engineers, led by George Shueyv, hoped to
get their McNally water past the Big Pine canal without losing
it in the canal. The Big Pine farmers, standing on their well
tested water rights, but not having any too great faith in the
speed of the courts, resorted to the more primitive methods of
adjusting such disputes. They drove off the city workers, and
thus brought on the next chapter of the story.

The city began negotiations to buy them out. The farmers.
fearing treachery among their own, as they had seen such
treachery take place in other districts of the valley, signed a
compact to stand together. In December, with another ary
year in prospect, the city carried this citadel of opposition and
took over all the lands in the Big Pine district for the sum of
$1,100,000.

This spring not an acre of the 4500 acres under the Big
Pine Canal is being planted. The orchards are not being iryi-
gated. The headgate of a canal that has been doing duty for
forty years or more is closed and that belt of fine farms around
the town of Big Pine is lying fallow. There will be no crops
this year to gladden the hearts of the farmers, or the towns-
folk. There will be this autumn, as there has generally been,

'no harvest festival in celebration of the bringing in of the
bounty of the soil.
| Big Pine has received the full blow of the devastation pro-
rgram. Deprived of the support of the ranches, the town is left
tliterally with no visible means of support. It has a debt upon
|its properties of $100,000 for the new school, which the people
imust pay, somehow. In the town are property values of prob-
{ably near a quarter million dollars. There is a bank, a news-
§}\aper. a hotel, garages, a dozen stores—the usual equipment of
{a community of half a thousand people. What is to become
lof all this? ;
| When the city of Los Angeles purchased the surrounding |
| farms and the water rights that went with them it made no j
provision for the town of Big Pine; for which these farms and .
this water made the economic foundation. With one blow the
city destroyed the foundation and thereby left hundreds of peo-
ple—all of them innocent victims of a program in the making
of which they were not consulted—stranded as on a desert isle.
Today, unquestionably. one could buy up the entire town |
of Big Pine for less than half what its price would have been |
the day before the big land deal was consummated. More than

$100,000 of property values were wiped out, and the other £
$100,000 will mostly evaporate as the summer makes plain what |
it is that has really happened. For these people this tragedy is |\ -
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ve to all they possess as though an
ther calamity had swept over the
more cruel, for the catastrophe
of circumstances the

as terrible and destructi
earthquake, a fire or some O
town. It is as terrible and far

is handmade. It is a link in a chain :
forgoing of which began in the year 1905, when the first emis-.

sary of the city came to the valley and began, unannounced and
‘ g S > o "3 . £ ~rl
unidentified, to make his filings along the river from Independ-

ence north.
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The fate which has befallen the people of : Blg, Pm‘c_%1 now |
Lovers over the town of Bishop, fifteen miles to the n?u 1. - |

] -h o a1 1 jc "' he |
Bi 1oueh not the county seat, 15 the metropolis ol ;
e : Inyo, the trading center|

Owens River Valley. It is the hub of O, tradinig; e 7 |
for a region as large as some European kingdoms. A he south- |

ern half of Mono, to the north, and 1)011.1(3115 ,f’f N‘L‘\'L‘l(]u,"lﬂflllﬂ‘!
ing such mining centers as Tonopah and Goldfield, find 1m|
Bishop their most convenient supply depot. 5 e B

The town is incorporated and has a population of 1500 but
its business houses are many of them of a type ;-11_1(1 size one,
expects to find only in cities three or four times its size. _01}0
hardware store, for instance, carries a stock of goods invoiced
at $100,000—a stock which for quality and variety can hardly
be duplicated by any store in San Francisco.

There are two hardware stores, several garages, two news-
papers, two banks, whose combined assets are $3.0U0,0UO_, _two
drug stores, markets, clothing émporiums, a new moving picture
theatre—the usual business development.of a very thriving and
prosperous California community.

Legion hall, built of concrete, costing, it seems to me,
$40,000 or $50,000, is nearing completion. There is a new
grammar school that stands the district $100,000, and a brand
new high school which represents an investment of $250,000.
All together, the property values within the town of Bishop will
probably aggregate $2,000,000, and if by any act of man or up-
heavel of nature the town were wiped out, it would mean the |
ruination of all the people that live there. =

Unlike Big Pine, Bishop has about it a vast expanse of val- E

ley_lands. It lies in the extreme northern end of the valley, |
Wl_nch has here from east to west a spread of mnearly thirty
miles. On the north the farms make only a fringe of four or five
miles, but to the south they follow the fertile river alluvinums‘
for ten or fifteen miles to line of the Big Pine district.
_ Towud the Sierras, southwest, west and northwest, there'
is a fan-like spread of valley, irrigular in shape and depth, that |
is from six to twenty miles across. It is broken into a num- |
ber of distinct depressions by fingerlike ridges which the moun-
tmns_have run out toward the river, but every acre of these de- 1
pressions and most' of the higher lands are taken up by farms, |
and have been cultivated for the last fifty years. |
. Here, then, is the main theater of the Owens Valley water |
battle. ‘
WP o eiacant Lot towm of Biskop lle 54,000 acres |
e 5 ery acre is held in private ownership by |
farmers in lots of 40 to 320 acres. Larger ranches than 320 |
%21;315 a‘;rsvggli'eénaélgum dI‘ecelI}E years the subdivision impulse has
L sliced up the holdings into some 5 and 10 acre |
= 1{‘:'12’1?“ to fruit raising and gardening.
e oo dese (;;l‘:}glg.tlson og_ these la_nds-the valley farmers since |
cipal tributaries brin 1 ens River and its prin-
. g down from ¢he mountaing during the |
grg;?ixég ()Sfe?ﬁ(l?nli The diversions from the river were made by
i SL;SO?SO‘I;_EEHEPS, dug by the farmers mostly during
. shovels. The Oweng lR' ?Iges and scrapers and picks and |
MeNally Canal, the R R %I}‘f‘l- the Bishop Creek Canal, the |
e T , the Rawson Ditch, the Farmers’ Ditch, the|'

e et e

Collins Ditch, the Sanger Ditch and the Big Pine Ditch ape]
ome of the names given to these local enterprises. a2
All the larger canals were financed on a co-operative basis. [t
ditch companies were formed and incorporated, the Droperty
interests were divided into shares and the shares distributed 01}1,‘
2 pro rata basis among the farmers. Generally orz share of
stock in a ditch company carried with it the right for the yge
0. one miner’s inch of water from that ditch on the land of
the proprietor farmer. : |
A miner’s inch of water is deemed necessary in the valley!
for the irrigation of one acre of land. :
The normal flow of the Owens River where it breaks}
through its gorge to the upper end of the Owens Valley, about|
elve miles northwest of the town of Bishop, is 30,000 miners!

S

tw

inches. .
The significance of this fact becomes apparent at once. |

Even before the city of Los Angeles came into the field seeking|
for a share of the water every inch in the river during the irri-|
gating season had been appropriated by the farmers in the|
Bishop district and was being used beneficially. Not only that,
but twice the amount of land was already under cultivation as!
the river would normally water, with the result that the farm‘ers:f
were curtailing the use of the water wherever they could and
sharing it with each other. ‘
Los Angeles, however, did not come to. Bishop for water
when it first came to the valley in 1905. The mouth of the|
Owens River is sixty-five miles south of Bishop. Between |
Bishop and Independence, fifty miles south, a number of small|
creeks flow from the Sierras into the Owens River. Also, in an
irrigating district the size of that about Bishop there is con-|
siderable seepage water and overflow from the irrigating canals|
that finds its way back into the river. Also, for seven months
of each year the valley farmers were not using any water, and
all this created a water surplus, seasonal in character, but con-
siderable in quantity, of which the city took possession. ;
A less alert and informed people might have paid little at-|
tention to this circumstance. At Independence, in fact, where
most of the county officials lived and where farming was car-f 8
ried on, there was little, if any, protest. The farmers there sold;
out to the city, and were glad to, while some of the more
prominent business and professional men went quietly, and for
the most part secretly, into ,the employ of Los Angeles. Atj
Bishop, however, a different spirit was shown. There, almost
over night, the people organized themselves into a millitant
fighting force. ' N
Since then this fight has never ceased and the town of (RN
Bishop has always been its storm center. There has been the! =
gathering place of the indignant farmers whenever some NEW
move on the part of the invader has called for additional de-
fense measures. The town of Bishop has furnished not only
some of the funds spent in this warfare but most of the lead- é
ership—which in time bas become divided, so that today some
of the very ablest men in the valley are directing the strategy}
géa"tlhfhgos A?%eles cause. There is, in fact, no question bllllf- s
U most damaging blows which have been struck 1n the
R éﬁiﬁ a%amstl the valley as a whole have been direct
Ryl e e y V%hley_ residents who for profit or other 1O~/
This causenth < 1r.1vaders A ide
e e sdneve;x been stronger a.nd_the_valley’s sl e:\
besieged Aimt::stzi l?s ﬁt el Dot B SHoD” deg IRy a“towl:&»
i e ath tle water which belongs to adjacen:
Foe Ang'eles S liﬂ ¢ e last few months into the possession O
suddenly fallen acr:s o_;vn Is henumbed by the ShangiiER ilha.s 3
TRl that to'in the ater. el D S LYt escapet L M
in with the feeli 3 ls-the chill of death “.’hlc'h has'mov S
eeling of despair. One senses this even in the

/s

B SN

street during the busiest part of a busy day where the men:

the

gather in little groups to discuss the latest news or merely tB

= :
11??\ors A‘thch outrun every new event,
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Fifth Article

Now and then the mere possession of wealth brings disaster
to an innocent people. It was thus with the Incas, Wwho
perished because of their treasure of yellow gold; and it is thus
with the people of the Owens valley, face to face with a
Homeric calamity, because of their ownership of the White Gold

The mere fact that the water at her farm was 4000 feet!
above sea level gave it a power value of $3600 an inch And at |
‘the head of the San Fernando Valley it will have an additional |
value of $2500 for the farmers there or for domestic use I
Twenty-five inches of water, worth $5000 an inch—$125.000 in | i
' white gold value—what a windfall that might have meént fohrI ;
|Mrs. Deyo, but up at Laws, fighting all her days against want, |
of Inyo. | howgould"she have kl’]OWH‘ the rea.l worth of her little place?

I'ew people realize the almost fabulous value of water in a ‘(‘,\vnernng%ol}'ItIS'alc);re‘g: i_nnﬁ%h]borsdls C. A. Peak. He, too, is the |
semi-arid region as populous as Los Angeles. It is not only the éwater rieht O?r twent ,_5%‘( 11(1 qun er the McNally ditch, with ai
very foundation of the whole community, but it has a commer- | J PGTE’S S 1} g,le_s;. : ? : T
ial value, a price that is realizable in the open market which S, S FaOotl g nvalid for many years, leaving to
Sibeme G a0y, & Teataaple 22 kim the sole care of their four children. His farm is wunder
places 1t into the class of cious commodities. o Cultivation. In recent years the wife and mother h b ‘ ’

Ifor a single miner’s inch of water, coursing down through | taken to a hospital as a state ward, Peak Ohes 25 (0eC )
the Los Angeles aqueduct, the city derives a power toll of about $12.000 on his %11{.1 { a1 F 1“ e e_a.}: placed iernice O
$900 a year. At wholesale rate the city buys this power at i S ranch. Martn, land buyer for the city, offered

o4 ‘ho ‘ : : YeL. him $5000. Peak would not se ' * hi i s did. |
$180 a year, and this income from one inch of water capitalized | z sell. but most of his neighbors did, ;
at 5 per cent gives a property value to it of $3600. :

and through them the city gained its objective, the control of |
the McNally canal. Now Peak has been punished. He has been |
classed with an obstreperous minority and the city refuses to .
pay him any price at all for his property. He is zibsolutely at
the city’s mercy, for it controls 80 per cent of the ditch stock, |
has placed its own people in charge of the property and con-!
trols the entire water flow to which the McNally stock has a
right. ; [

If the city chooses to do so, it can run the entire McNally |
stream down the river, and Peak’s only recourse will be a suftf
in law. Under the circumstances, he can neither plant a crop |
with the assurance that it will mature, nor can he sell his prop- |
erty, for, other than the city, no one would pay him a ciollar':i

i 5 % - The same water is then available either for irrigation of

San Fernando Valley land, or for domestic use in Los Angeles, |
ithe value of which is estimated at $2500. This would make |f
a combined value for power and water of $6100 per miner's inch
2t the lower end of the aqueduct, and for this water the city

%Jis now paying Owens Valley ranchers from $150 to $300 an

inch. '

‘ If we take a reduced value of say $5000 an inch, the entire

| valley supply of 30,000 inches has a municipal value to Los An- |

geles of $150,000,000. ;
That is its potential commercial value. That is the price

ri
v
3

ithe city could pay and recover from its resale to its own in-|
habitants. The difference between this price and the price the |
1(-ity Is paying, constitutes the money prize at stake in the
Owens Valley contest. |

This was the stake when the city purchased the water in !
the Big Pine Canal, and it was the stake when John Martin
came to Laws less than a year ago and purchased most of the
ranches and 80 per cent of the water in the McNally ditch, all
tributary to the town of Laws.

Laws is the railroad shipping point for the town of Bishop
six miles northeast of Bishop. It came into existence when D.
0. Mills, founder of the Bank of California, built the old Carson
and Colorado narrow guage railroad southward from the mining
camps of Candelaria and Bellville through the Owens Valley to
tap the mineral wealth of Cerro Gordo and other southern Inyo
mines.

North of Laws lives Mrs. Mary Deyo, owner of forty acres
of land, and a water right in the McNally ditch. Mrs. Deyo is!
the widow of a Civil War veteran and her life has been a
veritable bed of desert cactus. For many years a kind hLearted
merchant in the town of Bishop has:sent her a check monthly
with which to keep the wolf from her door, for she was never
strong enough to work her little plot of land.

When the Me¢Nally purchase was made, John Martin offered
her $4000 for her place. He cared nothing for her land, but she
owned twenty-five inches of water in the McNally ditch, which
to the city, at the southern end of the aqueduct, has a com- |
mercial value of $5000 an inch—at the very least. As the|
population in Los Angeles increases this value goes higher and !
higher. i
* Mrs. Deyo, unacquainted with water values, and unable to
work her own land, asked $5000 for her property. Martin offer-
ed her $4000, but she wouldn’t take that. Five thousand is so ;
little it will not support her, unaccustomed as she is to comfort |
and schooled ag she is in the arts of penury, but she sees her
neighbors all selling and she lets her precious white gold go at |
$200 an inch. :

Now the water runs down the aqueduct, gathering value
at every mile, ? ‘ L e

for it. |
v i
These are not isolated cases. There are a dozen people on |

‘the McNally ditch in Peak’s situation. These cases are being
{duplicated wherever the city’s land buyer moves.

’ The sale of the McNally lands and water rights has been a
isavage blow to the townsfolk of Laws. Though a railroad ship-
|ping point, its commercial life was chiefly dependent upon the
surrounding agricultural development. With this development
wiped out, town values have shrunk almost to the vanishing
point. What has happened there may be illustrated by the case
of Julia Rogers. :

: Like Mrs. Deyo, Mrs. Rogers is a widow. For years she
worked hard in managing an eating house at Laws, saved a
little money, received some help from kind-hearted townsfolks
and finally was able to start a small store. The building was
donated to her by the Woodman lodge, the lot was virtually a
gift from a Bishop firm. and her store has been bringing her
an income, enough, with what she earns as postmistress, to
make her a living.

She is still postmistress, but the income from her store has
evaporated—gone in a day when the McNally canal was sold.
The property has lost its selling value as well as its rental
value. There was no compensation for the town of Laws whens
the farming lands about it were wiped out. Mrs. Rogers has
been ruined and she is only one of many who have been ruined
in this same way. The white gold, whose proximity at Laws
had formed the foundation for her support, is a fluid cbmmodity.
It runs readily out of the valley now that the aqueduct is built
across the Mojave desert. It runs and it picks up value with
every mile it makes—hence the tragedy which it is leaving in
its wake,

The White Gold of Inyo! :

One wonders, after a talk with Mrs. Deyo, Mr. Peak or Mrs.
Rogers of the town of Laws, why the people do not guard it
with their lives!




Sixth Article
ases of the Owens Valley

ly buried in the opening ph
el ; the United States Re-

water tragedy lies the Hidden Chapter of
clamation Service. : - & .

This service has had an admittedly brilliant history Ol
achievement. It has constructed twenty-eight great 1'ec_huna~
tion projects, has reclaimed some 6,000,000 acre; of‘ Hl.‘l;dj .Qi
gemiarid lands in the Western states, has 1)1‘0\'1&10(1 h()]‘{!e:‘s for
thousands of sturdy families, and with the expenditure oi ?51(!‘.'},—
000,000 of government funds, has written a New epoch in the
winning of America.

Everywhere the service has be
projects, erecting great dams, impounding flood in huge reser-
voirs, harnessing streams to man’s gervice. It has been in truth
the government’s helping hand to the American settler, bre b
ing a path for him through the .i
vhich no single state was strong enough to overcoie. This
has been its brilliant history O\"Gl'y\\7116‘1‘G~—’6XL‘:’—‘pt in the Owens
Valley.

In the Owens Valley the service wrote a chapter of hetrayal
of a trusting and innocent people that has not its equal in the
entire history of the West.

It came as a friend, it came cloaked with the dignity and
prestige of the government. It made a thorough investigation
of the valley, the lands available for _reclamation, of the water
that flowed from the mountains. It induced the people there to
surrender rights which legally were theirs, to place the entire
future of their valley into its hands, and then, without so much
as even asking them about it, transferred all these rights to
another community hundreds of miles away.

‘ This, in brief outline, is the Hidden Chapter of the Recla-
| mation Service, a chapter of which the service itself is mot
tproud and which, so far as possible, has been permitted to lie
iburied in the government archives at Washington.

‘ This chapter begins with the arrival, in June, 1903, of J.
C. Clausen, a young government engineer, in the Owens Valley
|for a preliminary survey of the proposed project. Clausen is a
[native Salinas, a graduate of the University of California, and
| now one of the leading water and irrigation engineers in
America. He came to the valley twenty-one vears ago as the
Tield scout of the service sent there by J1. B. Lippincott, supervis-
|ing engineer of the Reclamation Service for California.
ey Clausen spent the entire summer in Long Valley and the
'adjacent region, taking stream measurements, surveying the
!county, selecting a dam site at the head of the Owens River
gorge e_m(_l making his report on the proposed project. He was
Te11t11}151astica1]y_1‘01_‘ the building of the project, and as a result
|of his report Lippincott recommended the withdrawal of all

en an agency of constructive

desert, overcoming ohstac

I - : ; :
'benefit from the project and become available for new farms.

1! Under the subheading, “Program for the People,” Clausen
‘made the following suggestion to Lippincott:

"‘In (_)rd'er that the Reclamation Service can insure 2n
efficient irrigating system, it is imperative that it be given
coptrol qf the total water supply of the walley. The e‘;ibst'm"
;prwate rights must be relinguished, and to achomplish tilis thte)-
| 15?01')19 should he required to form an association. This ELSSO;
piatmir_x :s.hould carry on negotiations with the separate hold-
ings formulate a plan of consolidation whereby the private

lgegrllxrt;: Izsz(l)sgt 1I‘nto thel hands of the government, on acceptable
o at the 'aws of the Reclamation Service may be

competely unhampered by any existing claims.”

‘public lands, both in Long Valley, where the reservoir would be |
located, and in the lower Owens Valley, where these lands would 3

This suggestion was in line with a fixed policy of the ser- .
vice. Whereever a project has been constructed, the federal | i
engineers have insisted upon an adjustment of all water rightsf
within the proposed project area, and compiete control over &
storage. Some of the valley residents had filed on storage |
sites among the numerous mountain lakes within this water- |
ched, and on most of the creeks, including all the larger ones, =
such as Bishop Creck, Rock Creek, Convict Creek and Pine
Creek. In the summer of 1904 Clausen, on a second trip to the ‘
valley, secured the relinguishment of all these filings, given ©°
up voluntarily by the men who held them in order that the re- ==
clamation project might not be delayed. ‘

‘, In this agreement made with the government engineers,

'the valley residents and land owners were induced to surrender
every right they possessed to further stream diversion, or to
storage. They disarmed themselves completely, giving up their
claims to any surplus water that might be subseguently devei-
oped, and trusting implicitly in the good intentions of the Re-
clamation Service to put these waters upon unused valley lands.

[n that same summer Lippincott himself naid the valley his
first visit, and the project was further favored by the repc:rt of
Thomas H. Means, who passed on soils, climate and other
circumstances that enter into reclamation engineering. In his
report Means said:

«Owens Valiey seems to have many peculiar merits to favor

i* as an irrigation project. Among these may be mentioned &
abundance of water power, fertile soil, genial climate, nearby
markets for all agricultural products, in Tonopah and Goldfeld, :
and a possible outlet to Los Angeles in the near future. {
Agriculture methods in the valley compare favorably with those |
in average California. g

The structural features of the proposed proiect were to

| consist of a dam 140 feet high at the head of the river gorge

lin Long Valley, to cost $750,000; the flooding of some 12,000

‘acres of land in Long Valley with the stored water, and the

ibuilding of three cement-lined canals in Owens Vallev at a cost

lof $208,000. A lateral system of canals costing $400,000 was |
proposed, a drainage system for $500,000 and general engineer-
|ing contingencies to cost $300,000. The total cost of the pro-
| ject as estimated by Clausen was $2,282,000, for irrigation of

1 106.000 acres of land, an acre cost of $21.58.

{ Lippincott certainly favored this project after his visit to

‘:t}le valley in 1904, for he said so in a report made by him to

|the final board of engineers. It was exceedingly economical in

|its cost per acre of land irrigated, it would build up 2 highly

-]-favored and dgsu-able valley in the great mountain basin, and |
would unquestionably be a success from the government stand- |

point. But his report setting forth these things, together'With ‘

the reports made by Clausen and Means, were not made public.

Already, though unsuspected by the people of the Owens Val- &

ley, a new hand had appeared in the great game of fate.

Far to the south, hundreds of miles across the desert, along

a route which only an occasional prospector trod, and a burre

pack, or a mule team could negotiate, a small but resourceful ;
eroup of men were incubating an idea that was SOOI to astonish
the world.‘ It certainly did astonish the people of Owens Val- |
ley when they first heard of it, and their astonishment has not
yet altogether left them. It was a bold idea and one hat |
Ilsf:ded federal aid, but this was already at hand, as W€ shall

¢
|




- Mills had' followed with his narrow gauge railroad.

~ planned first to have it a private enterprise, an elaborate pro- |
motion project standing on three legs of gold—water for the}

. Eaton had sold it to William Mulholland, the city’s engineering
~ chief, and to a small but important group of ‘“big men” of the
. city, including the two leading newspaper of the Times and E. |
. T. Earl of the Express. Harry Chandler, Otis’ son-in-law, and |
. a few others were informed of what was in the wind. -

History records that the man in whose mind first germin-
ated the ambitious plan of bringing Owens River water to L.os
Angeles was not the one who finally built the aqueduct, but Fred
Baton, former mayor of the city. ; ‘

BEaton was elected mayor of Los Angeles on December 5, |
1898. To some of his friends he has confessed that the idea of
bringing water to the semi-arid southland from the flusher)
valleys of the north came to him five years prior to his term in
office. That is, in 1893.

This point is important in its bearing upon the justice of
the cause of the Owens Valley people. It reveals that from its
very inception a municipal water supply was only incidental to |
the whole aqueduct project, that the basic thought of the Haton.
plan was a general development within the whole San Gabriel
and San Fernando basins, a development which speedily would
be limited unless an additional water supply could be secured.

At the time of Eaton’s election Los Angeles had hardly out-
grown its country town character. Only 14,000 votes were cast |
at the municipal election of that year, and the government cen-
sus, taken at the end of Baton’s term, showed a population of
100,000, and for these people the city had a water supply ade-
quate for three times the number.

It would not be difficult to trace the genesis of Baton’s idea.
He was a native of Los Angeles, a civil engineer by training, and
for some ten years had been in the city’s employ as city
engineer. Ie was, therefore, familiar with every detail of the|
city’s water problem and its water supply, taken from the Los |
Angeles River. |

He also was familiar with the almost fabulous value of!

~ water when poured on the sandy soil of the valleys about the

city, including the two leading newspaper publishers, Harrison |

 Gray Otis of the Times and E. T. Barl of the Express. IHarry !

Chandler, Otis’ son-in-law, and a few others were informed of |
what was in the wind. &

 orange and lemon groves second not even to those of Italy.

Fred Baton had trouble selling his idea to the men about |
him. He himself is of the adventurous type—a man with a |
sweeping imagination. Few of those he spoke to had hisl
breadth of vision, or, for that matter, his clear conception of the !
water problem that the whole south faced. Furthermore, none
had ever seen the Owens Valley, for in those days the way into !

' it by rail was a three days’ journey through Sacramento, Reno,\l

Carson and along the trail of the mining camps which D. O. |

Baton knew the Owens Valley. As an engineer he knew
the feasibility of bringing water across the Mojave Desert. He

municipalities, water for irrigation of San Fernando lands and

hydro-electric energy, just then coming into industrial use and |

prominence.

This plan was in time discarded for an out and out|
. municipal project, which had two advantages over the private
scheme. As a municipal project the financing would be taken |
care of by a bond issue voted by the city, and the more difficult |
- problem of getting a water supply in a distant and probably |

- hostile valley would be simplified through the advancement of |

the idea of municipal need. In 1904 the idea finally crystalized.

The public learned of its months afterward, and not until

the time came for the making of a bond campaign with which to |
of the necessary pre- |

finance thew project. By that time much

S
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liminary work had been disposed of, including the taking over |
of all storage rights and reservoir lands which the reclama—’
tion service had secured. - {
Events now moved very swiftly, as the following brief
chronology shows:
1904—Eaton arrives at Long Valley with the first official
party of Los Angeles officials. They are brought over the range
from the Yosemite Valley by a government pack train provided
by J. B. Lippincott, chief government engineer, and are shown
over Long Valley, where the reclamation service had proposed
to build its storage reservoir. The land involved in this storage
site shortly after was taken up by Eaton for the city. '
April, 1905—Eaton appears at Independence, Owens Valley,
with a letter from Lippincott, makes filings on government lands !
along the river for forty miles, the valley people believing him$
to be the government’s agent. [
June 5, 1905—The Board of Water Commissioners of Los An- |
geles extends a public vote of thanks to F. H. Newelil, dircctor !

of the reclamation seyvice, for the aid given that city in Owens |

Valley. ,

July 28, 1905—Lippincott, by written report and oral argu- |
ment made before the board of reclamation engineers in San |
Francisco, urges the abandonment of the Owens Valley reclama- |
tion project. The board so votes, one member, L. H. Taylor,
the builder of the Carson-Truckee project, opposing this action. |

August, 1905—Lippincott appears again in Owens Valley,
this time as the engineer of Los Angeles, having resigned from
the government service.

The feeling in the valley against Lippincott was intense!
when the news of his action became known. The previous
summer he had served the town of Bishop in an engineering|
capacity, designing a water system and supervising its construc-

. tion after the bonds had been voted. He had been paid a com-'

mission for this, not much, but the people had believed him
their friend. Now, when he passed through the town en route
to Long Valley, as engineer for Los Angeles, there was a gather-'
ing of hotheads, who proposed to waylay on his return, and
ride him out of the valley. The situation became actually so
serious that a “cooling off” mass meeting was held on the day
of his expected return, and the mob spirit put down by the pres-
sure of good reason and public opinion.

The die was now cast, and it had fallen definitely against
the valley. The forest service, under Pinchot, had placed the
blanket of that bureau over all public lands within the valley,
200.000 acres, thus preventing any appropriations of homesteads

or other land entries, which might have served 1o check the

encroachments of the city. |
The reclamation service had declared “thumbs down” on!’

the proposed project, and at the same time had turned over thei{ =
e

acquired storage rights and other favorable material to the city.

Lippincott had taken service directly with the city, and in |

his indignation over the whole situation, Engineer Clausen |

resigned from the service. In his letter of resignation he point-| =

ed out that he considered the action of the service in the valley a
betrayal of the people, and to such a betrayal he refused to be
a party.

There began now a bombardment of official Washington
with petitions signed by groups of valley residents. Various

higher-ups in Washington, the secretary of the interior, Con- |

gress, even the President, Roosevelt, were appealed to, but with-

~ out result. The city was in and the day of decline for the valley

was at hand.
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The first public announcement of the proposal of th.e. city
of Los Angeles to go to the Owens Valley for an addluonal‘
water supply appeared in the Los Angeles Times. The Express,
owned by E. T. Earl, and other papers immediately charged bad
faith, declaring there had been an agreement that the nefvs was |
to have been released to all the city papers at the same tlll}le.

Despite this bad beginning all of the newspapers, \Vltl‘l the!

exception of the News, now defunct, supported the po_ug issue,
hough the project came under a withering fire of Cl‘lUClSH}. It
was discovered, for instance, that General Otis of the Times, |
Rarl, and a few other wealthy men had availed themselveg of
the inside information shared by them during the incubating
period of the Eaton plan and had acquired rather extensive land
holdings in the upper San Fernando Valley, which later were
bound to be enhanced in value by the arrival of Owens River
water. The chief opposition in Los Angeles to the whole pro-
ject finally centered on this phase, but the voters took a broad
view, and decided to vote themselves the handsome comnmnity‘
dividend that the water project would unquestionably bring, re- |
gardless of the private profit which would come to the land |
speculators.

The hond issue was for $23,000,000, and it carried by a big |
111aj01’ity. Construction work on the aqueduct began almosti
immediately. This was in the year 1908. In four years the |
job was finished. One of the greatest municipal enterprises |
ever undertaken had been achieved, and the credit for the |
'achievement now fell almost altogether to William Mulholland, |
'the engineer in charge.

|

Mulholland, a native of Ireland, had come up through the |
\ranks, first as laborer, then as contract boss and finally as
{engineer. He had been in the employ of Los Angeles as su-
| perintendent of the water system since 1888. His capacity for
driving a job through, and his organizing genius stood the city
in good service now, for the whole work was efficiently done
and in record time.

The project begins at what is known as Charleys Butte,

about twelve miles north of the town of Independence, in the
|Owens Valley, where the depression between the mountains is
narrowest. Here the city constructed a low diversion dam in
.the Owens River, forcing the water into an open canal, wherein
1t_ is carried to the extreme southern end of the valley depres-
sion. Here, in a shallow gorge, named by the Indians Haiwee,
an_other dam has been built and the water impounded in a reser- |
voir of some 63,000 acre-feet capacity.

Th]S. reservoir is the only storage provided by the Mulhol- |
land project within Owens Valley. Haiwee serves the double
purpose o_f providing an emergency supply in case a break
occurred in the aqueduct above, as one did occur only last year, |
a.nq of Dbermitting the water to clear itself of soil ’
Wthl_]‘. 1t carries with it from the river. i
o a(l; lllgglllé“tla.lvl?e th(% water is dra}vn into a cement lined canal |
on: o which crosses the Mojave desert, a distance of 164 |

1iles. the southern end of the desert it is carried by steel |

pipe siphons and tunnels through a low ran ' i

] nn ge of mountain d |
let down over declivitous slopes into the noerthern ‘end o? ailil 5
San Fernando Valley. Fro: i

5 m here, a distance of ; i
miles, the water j rodld : : of twenty-five
o Is carried to Los Angeles in conduits.

rom Charle : !
1niles. ys Butte to Los Angeles is a distance of 250!

and humus
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| gorge, and a dam 150 feet high would give, the government

There are, I am told, 22 miles of open c_anal, 164 miles of |
cement-lined canals, 28 miles of tunnels, 9 miles of steel pipe |
siphons and 95 miles of valley conduits within the project.

In San Fernando Valley, and the low hills about Chats-
worth, are four small reservoirs. One ‘of these is the Fairmont, |
with a capacity of 7620 acre feet, which serves as a regulator |
¢for water used in the city’s power plants. :I‘he others are the up-
per San Fernando, the lower San Fernando and the Chatsworth |
reservoirs. The combined capacity of all these basins in the |
San Fernando Valley is between 35,000 and 37,000 acre feet. |

The present domestic consumption of water in Los Angeles
from the Owens Valley supply 1s In the neighborhood of 400
acre feet per day, if the reservoirs are 'ﬁlled, guarantee a do-
mestic supply for 250 days, even if the river above were to run |
entirely dry. The city, hov:ew_’@l’,j%llg abo‘un half the water Ehe
aqueduct carries to farmers In the San I*emandp .Valley for |
irrigating use, and, since duty must be assured in the summer
months, one can say that the CIty's whole storage is ample only
for 125 days, or about four months. g s

Furthermore, the emergency supply held in these reservoirs
is considerably reduced by the other uses the reservoirs give.
For instance, Haiwee is & setting reservoir even more than a
storage pond, and the water in it cannot with safety be drawn
too low. If it is, then the incoming TIVEr 'Watel CAITIEs right
through it into the aqueduct below, in a c-opchuon not mtended
hy the builders. Last year, when a pinch for water came, the
San Fernando farmers were cut off, some losing valuable crops,
and Haiwee was drawn down to about 8000 acre feet, passing
below the danger line. !

It was this condition which brought the city’s land buyers
into the upper end of the Owens Valley, forcgd the purchqse'b}-ﬂ
| the city of the McNally ditch with such disastrous results to L]:_le
|people of Laws and vicinity, and later the purchase of _tbe _Blg;
Pine ditch. with its ruinous results for the town of Big Pine. |

When the construction of the aqueduct began the valley |
residents assumed, of course, that Mulholland would forthwith
provide a real storage reservoir in Long Valley. : ;

Eaton kad purchased thousands of acres of land in the’
valley from T. B. Rickey, a Nevada cattleman, and had secured
all the storage rights in Long Valley from the government. A
dam site had been selected at the head of the Owens River

engineers had calculated, 200,000 acre-feet of storage.
| This reservoir could be filled every winter and late autumn after
‘the irrigating season is ended, and would when full algne pro-
ivide the aqueduct to its full capacity of 400 second feet with a |
'lﬂow of water for 500 days.

In other words, the city would not have to depend on any
|of the normal stream flow of the river, once the Long Valley
{reservoir were filled, and could take a chance on weather con-
ditions in the mountains, which would fill the reservoir only
every other year. Already owning the site and storage rights |

there, having an easement on 2000 acres of land and the oOp- 5

_portunity of buying the rest from Baton, who still holds it, this !
lentire development, dam and all, would have cost the city less |
money than did the purchase of two canals, the McNalley and |
the Big Pine ditches. l

Here, say the valley people, lies the key to the whole wateri
| conflict in their valley. The key is in the city’s hands, and has;
been since it persuaded the reclamation service to “‘shoo” the|
farmers away back in 1905. The people themselves are helpless, |

but the city of Los Angeles could, if it would, solve the whole |

problem in a very short time. It would pay the city handsomely |
to do so. For in the gorge of the river below the Long Valley

dam site for a distance of eight miles are 100,000 horsepower of | &
potential hydro-electric energy now running to waste year after

vear because no one has taken the trouble to build power plants &=
there to capture this energy. «
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Ninth Article This sale the city attempted to block by court action. A
The waters of Inyo, pouring down as they do from the great gﬁzdci;?]i};u:;ndscizd\zaZefzil;donat fBridgeport,' B a’nd
snowbeds of the Sierra range, through the precipitous canyons | a price of $525,000 for this rulil O; i mt’ijiz L e g
and in cascading streams, possess a wealth in power that has pealed and' the, Supreme Couv*e Ic')evg:s‘::flr;h er comp;_ny ha:I; s
lured the power hunter as a new field lures the desert pros- court held that a city engage-dl' in a utilitL :e:\lrliézg' n net -2?1- '
pector. From the very inception of the Los Angeles aqueduct demn property of a pliivate corporation eqy; ed ihcathrtlao sc me -
idea, power has been an important phase of it, and the scramble service and selling this service to other m‘u%lifipalities ¢ ! ]
for power between the city and private power companies in | The Souther; Sierra Company supplies Sueh. cities as |
g;efﬁewc‘;tﬁlszdo??ﬁvs“5133;1552’2‘;;,;‘ further Riversidg, and the entire Imperial Valley with power and light.
AT e -fﬁ g *-_) ; ; i SR ey L Engineers familiar with the po“fer question both in Los
; A » I Tact, the key to the valley’s possible Angeles and the Owens Valley, see in Harry Chandler the man
salvation lies in the hands of the Southern Sieivas Co., which who is really strangling the Owens Valley.
It it were in the hands of the city, would make it possible to From its very ilce;tion. Chandler has been the strong man
solve the whole tangled problem in short order. What this bt‘flil‘.d the aaueduct project, but his support has be_sn C*g‘.

Heyels, and how it fell into the hands of the power company is only to the water issue; the power proposition allied with it e
recent history, and a vital chapter in the valleys’ tragic story.

. EPA has fought from start to finish.
When Fred Eaton purchased the Long Valley reservoir Chandler, these engineers argue, is anxiously waiting for

element in the defeat

ven

it
14

(¢]

from Tom Rickey in 1905, he secured for the city not only the the day when he can advertise to the world that the ecity's 5
right to store water above the Owens River gorge, but also the power enterprise has been a failure. Thus far this hope has 5

Jower riohts i AR T : : been denied him, for the enterprise has been a tremendous |
I we(l)ncalbi:Sellloj?tll‘fll;Oi-be'o-fml d[dllsftf_mce _01'591_31} 11111‘356 e success, but if it can be strangled, first through the failure of
] g0rge nad been appropriated before the the people. of Los Angeles to support their power bond issues,
city came, by Edson Adams of Oakland, who organized the and secondly by blocking power development along the ague-
Mono Power Company. duct, a turn in the tide might come.

Whether Adams had a tip as to what was going to happen, ~ The building of the Long Valley dam and the acquisition of
or merely blundered into this valley on a sort of raiding cxpedi-

the rest of the gorge would help the city’s power system.
; y Rather than permit that he has thrown the influence of his
tion, I do not know, but he did secure the most valuablie piece

paper, the Times, and of his henchmen in the Legislature

of the gorge, so far as power is concerned, and he held that behind the blocking program played by the Southern Sierras ‘
mile for nearly eighteen years. He made no serious effort to Company. When the Supreme Court decided against the city,
develop the project, doing just enough work there to hold his because of the legal interpretation placed upon existing laws, .

the city attempted to have the law changed so that the con-
demnation of this mile of power rights would be legal. The
Times at Sacramento fought the bill, introduced by Senator

legal rights, and finally, three years ago, he sold the rights to
the Southern Sierras Power Company.

. The estimated possible development of this mile gorge is Lyons from Los Angeles, in the Legislature, and the bill was
25,000 horsepower. In itself, it is too little to be commercial, defeated. : :
][for the distance out of the valley is immense, and a transmis- Th‘? fa(_:t %)h"?lt:imh %pré)g;amdm tl\ie.{ntel'efsts Of.ht};e p’o?lrer
I sion line costly to build. Even in the hands of a rival company, companies 18 bringing about the deyasiation ol R G

does not disturb him. In his own way, and for entirely different |

| cne mile is not overly valuable for the power it can yield; but reasons, he has been carrying on a similar devastation program: '

as a block to the development by the city of its gorge holdings, in the Imperial Valley. Through his control of a big newspaper
iit is altogether formidable. i he keeps public opinion lined up rbe_hinq his program, chiefly by
- The city of Los Angeles has built its own distributine svs- not telling the people what his policy is doing to other people,
! 2 g : ; i far removed from Los Angeles, and thus the grinding process o
ltem, and some years ago took over the competing system in the ho sl e i pey :
i city owned by the Southern California Edison Company. Since If the people of Los Angeles knew what was going on in
- |then it has been fighting a battle royal not only against the the Owens Valley, they would hardly approve of it, but, of
: | Southern Edison, the power mogul of the Southwest, but also ' course, they do not know. They have no way of knowing.

\the Southern Sierras, which sees in the city a possibie rival in _Chandler knows, and he is one of the few men who does. He

the Colorado River development ‘ is careful to maintain this state of mind, for it means capital,
& i Sl e DD 5 : ; both for him and his powerful financial friends, interested in

Hence the impasse in the Owens River gorge, a situation maintaining a private monoply in the power business. ;

~which has given the city some justification for not building | There is a power bond election before the people in Los An-
the Long Valley dam, for any dam if built there would help to | geles at this very moment. Thg voting takes place next Tues- |
| €qualize the stream flow of the river, and would, by just thac | /day. Chandler, as usual is leading the case of the power com-
much, be water ~ the turbi 2 el = ! panies against the welfare of his own city. The people of the
’ water over the turbines of the rival power company. | Owens Valley have a tremendous stake in this election. If it
The city had the oportunity to buy this mile three years | i carries—if the bonds asked for by the city are voted—it may
ago, but for reasons I do not know let this opportunity pass. mean the saving of their valley. If it fails, well, their case wili )
Adams, through Eaton, offered the holdings to Los Angeles for | be just that much more serious. ¢
| $400,000. When the city refused to buy Adams sold to the | e B TR
3 power company, which already has other plants farther up in | . A,

‘the mountainsg,
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Intrigue and deep laid conspiracies, the threat of violence i

during an hour of intense feeling, law suits, court injunctions, |

and on a few occasions the appearance of a gun _Squ'dd, ,}HWQ H
“white gold” Of|

marked the nineteen years’ warfare over the ‘
)

i

Inyo. ;
In all these years the feeling within the valley has never, of {
course been so intense, and yet so divided as it is right now. On
the occasion of the writer’s visit to Long Valley onlyt three
weeks ago he encountered a squad of armed cattlemen in LODE
Valley, standing guard, literally, over some small creeks which
feed their water into the Owens River.
The cattlemen are in the employ of Fred Faton, and have
been deputized as officers by the sheriff of Mono County. They
live at Eaton’s ranch establishment on McGee Creek at the
foot of a high peak near Convict Lake, doing double duty as
cowboys and water guards.
Every traveler on the highway, passing through this valley
and near their ranch houses, receives their careful scrutiny. The
reason is that Eaton owns the water in McGee and other small
creeks, and uses it for irrigating his cattle range. Some months
ago someone cut all his dams and let the water run into the
Owens River, where the city of Los Angeles captures it miles
down.
Individual lawsuits are numerous. One, just brought by the
owners of the Eight Mile ranch, midway between Big Pine and
Independence, is typical of this kind of warfare. A large land
syndicate from Whittier recently bought the Eight Mile ranch,
containing about 1000 acres, and planted it to orchard, alfalfa |
and other crops There is a small creek on the ranch, but not;
sufficient to irrigate all the land. The owners hored half a;
dozen wells and spent upwards of $100,000 on ranch irgprove- |
ments alone.
It is an isplaﬁed proposition, miles from the nearest de-
velopment, but picturesquely set amidst a quite recent volecanic
ashpan and cinder field.
Seve_ra"l weeks ago there .arrived, just below the ranch and
betvlveen it and the river, a number of well drilling outfits owned |
l\)\?el%gea rc(;%x};]-d 'tli{hese out‘ﬁts began the sinking of a cordon of
cifect of Whic'hl ew(;ﬁsg)eé 1;;06121(11‘ (')t Jsclllge \\"hole i e eyt
B 5 avalopment. ain the ranch wells and thus 1u1nil
The Whittier syndicate happens to be well financed el
E%%aéu a court fight to stop the city from these drilling opera- |
There has been a go a S :
e ety
5?131;{?&@; el e T roves e Sponti 51501000 de B
Lo e AT A
%?;l?trg{ growing fruit supelzicln' c?ge ar}; ibne éailii?gri‘il?lgrag(ll'e};gir
1ght snow-fall in the winter frosts flavor this frui ek
competition Th L is fruit beyond
st S&;Z?%}f tlﬂgﬂzl‘ggvggltﬁwestment now faces the
Similarly, wealthy Los Angeles e people.
ranches in the valley. One of these is lt%‘;estl?irs:- bought large
near Big Pin e e e e nome Oifotl Jim Bu‘tler ranch
pah. For this ranch Butler i le Father of Tono-
SR e e Londoneé reé:_ewgd $150,000 ten or tweleve
The reason for this lmyrz_lca.te headed by the Paget twins.
been going on 1i ge-scale development, which
8 On right up to the last f , Which has

general feeling th st few months, was due t
g that Los Angeles had acquir SALORITE
acquired all the water it

yvarrted in the valley, a
b localy’usg,d that the surplus there had an increas- ||

valley, i This, and the nat
funhirrggg%'aéﬁtgrgatest and most cenclux"&::g‘,ELI a,csl;z{m A
7 2 _ y tha_t_ some day an overland railroad’ cgﬁldecta

i T caivad, nect- |!

———
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‘what is known as the Bishop Basin, 1

ing Southern California with the Central Pacific in Nevada, will |
pass through there. _ ‘ .

At all events, ever since the aqueduct was completed in|
1912 there had been & period of quiesence in the wate_r battle
until the new flare-up whicl_1 began two years ago. Dprmg that |
period the valley had been forgoing ahead. Its prqductwe wealth
was SO pleut‘iful that the people were able to build new. county
Dhuildings, including a courthouse and a jail for something like
a million dollars without the bother of a bond issue. In Bishop
a $150,000 tourist hotel was started.

What upset this situation were two factors, one growing
entirely out of the aqueduct and the other partially out of the
came cause. These factors were first, the big development in
the San Fernando Valley, built on the use of aqueduct water in
that valley, and second, the amazing growth of Los Angeles.

In twelve years time the demand on aqueduct water had
orown to the full capacity of that source—400 cubic feet of |
water for every second of the day. That is the demand duringl
the irrigation season in the San Fernando Valley Last year
when the agueduct began to drop below that flow and the small |
storage supply was exhausted the San Fernando farmers were
cut off and the trouble started. It was trouble for both the city
and the Owens Valley people.

Apparently, in anticipation of such a crisis the city manage-
ment began work on the Long Valley dam. It was announced
that a structure 100 feet high would be built at once, and the
needed diversion tunnel was started. Immediately a legal snag
was struck. Such a dam, impounding only 44 000 acre feet in-
stead of the 200,000 which the valley will hold, left the farmers
in Owens Valley unprotected.

In order to protect themselves, as the law pertaining to a
municipality requires, the farmers brought an injunction suit,
its purpose being either to compel the city to heighten the dam
to 150 feet or else to adjudicate the disputed water rights in the
river, which would have amounted to the same thing, namely,
enforcing a 150 foot dam. ‘ ’

Rather than adjudicate the water rights in a court, thus
fixing the priority of the farmers for all time, the city ceased
work on its dam. The injunction suit slumbers in the courts,
and two particularly dry years prought on the crisis that all
now face.

Eleventh Article

There probably is nothing more characteristic of American;
community life than its factional bickerings—and nothing MOTe |
injurious to its normal and proper development. Every town 15/
divided into camps more Or less hostile to each other, e;a.ch
determined to do things its own Wway, and equally determme_d
to prevent the other from doing them a different way. To this
normal factional strife the people have adjusted themselves, and
its damaging genuinely destructive to basic interests. In .the
Owens Valley this normal factional strife has been whipped mt_o‘k
a passionate and all-consuming flame by the gigantic bellows
and terrifiic forces of self interest that the city of Los Angeles
has supplied.

Rvery town in the valley is divided into a :
anti-city faction. In some cases the pro-city forces predonun-
ate, and moral feelings actually are o its side. There opposi-

tion sentiment is under suppression, and one’s Qonm}umty
cause. ‘

pro-city and an

standing is best served by championing the city’s )

In the town of Bishop, however, and generally throughout
n the northern end of the
valley, the reverse condition exists. There the proponents of
city interests still speak in a Wwee, small voice, and the citys

i ;
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' as possible._ The fear of Soil(iedljlfbllc] fiarqiup of fe,e1i1_1g, with
;‘injurioustl‘esuus to those he isloyal to the valley’s interests
s v strong.
!;ls Ve}é the b?lttle progresses, however, and the purchase of
ranches by the city proceeds, public opinion is slowly Veeyi]].g
Laround. Bvery farmer wh_o }las sold out, if he is mnot in - his
feclings attached to the city’s cause, at _leust“c.eases to “he a
‘militant oppouent, 'an_d by'thls process of attrition the city is
1ot only winning in its strategy for the physical possession of
the valley, but is also brealm_lg down the moral resistance of the
valley people. In the last few months events hqve moved so‘
rapidly that if the Present rate of progress is c0nt1_nue_d another
{wo ‘years, Or possibly even less, the city will be in full undis- |
puted possession. } Loaesl o ; . i
One can suspect that that is the city’s real aim, that it has
\decided, since the dam work was stopped and the winter drouth
has forced it to make such large investments in additional water
Jlands, to put an end to the contest as speedily as possible. This
‘suspicion is borne out by a number of specific episodes.
‘ One of these is a recall election now in progress in the
‘McNally district adjacent to the town of Laws The city secured
‘possession of the canal through purchase of 80 per cent of the
stock, and through this control is attempting to oust the man
who represents the McNally district on the Owens Valley Irriga- |
tion District. This man is J. L. Gish, an old and respected!
resident in the Laws neighborhood. i
The irrigation district was formed two years ago. It was |
organized by the farmers of the entire Bishop basin, owning
‘some 54,000 acres of land, in order to protect their water rights f
in the river. The organization of the district was the answer
l9f the farmers to the refusal of the city to permit court ad-,
judication of the river rights. The McNally land owners voted |
overwhelmingly to include their lands in the district. But while |
the legal technicalities encountered in the work of perfecting an |
irrigation district under the laws of the state were being worked '
out, the city struck its direct blow by taking options on the
McNa]ly canal ranches. It was able to do this only through the |
aid of local men, who knew every farmer owning land under the |
canal, knew every farmer’s financial condition, the size of his |
mortgage, v.fhen it came due, who held it and what the pressure
j\\'as upon hlm. Thlfs i}lfOl'lllation, coupled with their under-|
standing of local affairs generally and the valley psychology, |

1‘1118(]8 this bold strategy possible, and options were secured on &0
\Per cent of the land.

§ Immediately_ the McNally canal through its own  directors
“rerf_:lnrdtgd th(?, action of the farmers in voting themselves into the
|irigation district, but they permitted Gish, an opponent of the |

glotgrfl policies, to remain their representative on the districti

alrea'lc;l;re;e ?lfl’e five directors in the irrigation district One is '
near Bj Pc.l Yy man, having sold his entire land holdings, located
B ol (i telcile" to the city. If Gish can be ousted and a city
miembers e llﬁ his place the city will have three of the five
oo wouldt e board. One more such victory and the whole
5 terests emby 1?9 th(_e tpol o_f the city, and the entire landed in-
the l'elnainilla‘ceifl within this district, 54,000 acres, together with |
Subject g _I‘G(‘: W{Lter .rlghts in the Owens River, would be |
]S?u tio the city’s dictation. |
may b: i)eilL.S(l)aC_tlca'l victory might happen any day. The city |
illion peg len-lﬁed- as an individual having the strength of a
25 he pleages mn }Ins frame. ; This giant stalks about the valley |
arries a hyee E}Lhea:dy Owning the greater portion of it. He|
B E0ld in the % th(:e;lb gl Oﬁle hand and a huge purse filled with |
- recent eventsg thére S%tOWOf his arguments are persuasive, as |
n ; » Olle of two things is hound to happen, and it isy
¢onceivable that the climax ge long deferred. p]The city will |

gltther build" the Long Va]le)_r dam, creating a stfficient water |
storage to take care of all interests now depending wupon this |
Iwa.ter, or it Wl}l purghase practically the whole of what remains !
10? the water rights in the valley. Both proposals are before the |
‘511*21}‘:;31 The choice is up to Los Angeles as to which road it will:
| The wholesale purchase idea, which,.if it goes through, will |
imean, at least for many years, the destruction of the most of '
ithe valley’s farming enterprises, is of quite recent origin. It'
came about in this manner: o
‘ Some weeks ago while Mulholland was in Washington giv-%
ling testimony before the House committee on the Boulder Dam !
| project, the threat of a water shortage became acute. He wired
|to Los Angeles to turn off the San Fernando irrigating water.
{There was consternation throughout the San Fernando Valley
and a delegation of eight men, representing the consolidated
chambers of commerce of that valley, journeyed into the Owens
Valley to see for themselves if there was more water to be had.

They were shown two large canals running brimming full.
It is the water owned by the irrigation district.

They asked three questions. “Is this water for sale? If so,
at what price? If purchased by Los Angeles, how long before
it could be delivered to our ditches and San Fernando lands?”

The water was for sale, providing the city purchased the
entire district and paid $750,000 to the people of the town of
Bishop in compensation for town values destroyed by such a
diversion; the price would be $8,000,000; if the purchase was
made the water could be delivered to San Fernando Valley in
24 hours! i

The delegation returned to San Fernando filled with deter-
mination. The news of the affair brought Mulholland back from
Washington in a great rush. He met with the _peoplne _of the
San Fernando Valley. The offer of the irrigation district was
|voted down unanimously Mulholland opposed purchase on a
whole-sale basis. - He does not recognize any responsibility on
the part of Los Angeles to compensate Owens Valley towns in

Ithe way that Bishop wished to be compensated. By _the present
iprocess of retail purchase, he argues, the same holdings can be
lhad for half of $8,000,000.

|

Twelveth Article

California as a state—have its peopie as sucp—aan

interIéIsatS. a vital interest in the drama now being enacted in the.
; River Valley?

o er’i‘sh? 1cu(;.:estion l{zads at once to Fhe larger pha.‘ses——‘to the
general social phases of this confiict. Stripped og all _1ts_ dra-
matic and encumbering detail, the war for water In .thlS '?ter-
mountain fastness is the age-oldf strugiglgdllaletween wide disper-
i T oncentration of popula . ;
g '%Ecel giiaiog)cial effect of the withdrawing o; the Owens
River water across the Mojaye Desqrt_and into the San Feﬁ-n‘;
ando and San Gabriel basins is to el;mmatc::- onlt_e molg . va(.: o?f 4
|where future generations of Ca_hformans might live, fzim 0 S
centrate this and other people in the narrower conimes o |
Slngl'%lﬁeluwl,rlalltljllg’ltgi*oblem receives this larger aspecg a1n1o;12 al-
tocether from the fact already pointed out In prejnous z;vlrucl_es
thzt the question at issue has not been whet'hel or fm‘)t it ‘e c1t:yz
of Los Angeles shall take water from the valley for domestic

cos: the question is whether the surplus water remaining after

?ﬁgs«’iome&ic supply has been withdrawn shall be used in irri-
gating Owens Valley lands, or used in irrigating lands in the
San Fernando Valley 3 i )
Against the withdrawing of water for domestic use in Los
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| Angeles the valley people have never protested. Their oppos
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They had not thought of selling out. All their Ji

Ves they

! o wo things: the with- lived in this valley All their friends are i e
tion has been gln‘e_cte_d en_m_elty Ellgml?gsctdL:lgm\’tllllel'g for irrigation, lé(g}?e e ehildren, married. They hadsﬁilee ; ;I]}chteléls valle.
drawing of irrigating Wa“?i bo ;Jeog Sngeles in carrying out its pride in {heir possessions, each brother within the 1a d took
and the me'tl}c.)ds emp_l‘cl)ytc y Los Alls years having built a new house for his family \,ast few ‘
water acquisition program. e }" o acquired 2 wate: where ever they go, they will want to go togethef b&tatul'ally, 3
The city. of course, could never :d;ﬁ( \‘viter for irrigating fven before the sale of their ranches was C=Omme\:her_e? §i
ight in the valley On i b.aS‘?.OF u&lln-?ge 5¢ine  project ywas prospect of the enforced migration appalled them. Beyoﬁg o v
g Fernando Valley lands.' ,l h‘«.}t ‘1: 1() A acqueduct oreat range toO the West lies, what is to them Californj t_he
gereened at the oupset, ana he]»{a bu(iu‘l i burdensome Zoomita. It is in every respect an alien land—one “"hi(}ila* in- ..
mas completed. b 18 U '1011{'?1'2’cit as upon the people must now tackle almost in the spirit of the pioneer, ang ;?ey |
character now rests as AR ilct Ko‘t‘ peen burdencd must tackle it, not willingly, as did their pioneer ancestor el |
of the Owens Valley. ilad £ho adis: th nor the people of the 'under the whip of compulsion—a whip that stings the S, Pt
with this encumbrance, nelth(ﬂl“lhf) ?_:)»ﬁf E e Half the 'i)ec‘zuise of the element of injustice which it carries arder |
Owens Valley would have any cause 10 o ced for twelve years | Is it to be wondered at that the oldest brother wept < '
capacity of the present deduct 1as Bl ' Los Angeles ' wioned with his wife the deed that ousted him f aer !
of its operation to carry what water the city S e sIgned " would shortly drive him aw “?‘ T |
\11eeded ot S Sepe -]lllllfliltllc}iet?{ this alternative: Shal! it 11;3(11(?1‘;3613,111;2)11‘5, ;md possib‘z}‘; a\\;ay from hisa}(;\\wl10i}inms ST ;
| | Qiheecty 2 . contxontE( b::'ild the Long Valley dam, thus 1 Tfﬂz tragedy of the four brothers multiplied over and over i
f |go on ‘thh IES %r(lr%lléilp&l;no?nwater for emerg?enc.y use, or shall }is the tragedy which lurks behind the $8,000,000 pmpg;:ll 5
;ftl iitéggeg \Svi(& ?ts present 151'og1'a111 .of_ farm devastation ? v G umder the: force of circunils_tances, ]gnder the fear'of worse thai {5
| If the first road isc hosen—and it 18 both the .(;hea,]).est ana | might befall t_l}em. u11.§1e1 _the goading of a weariness of inces-
'the hest way out—then the people of the valley will have “O'jh‘ - |sant warfare, it is quite likely that the people of Inyo will sell
‘ing further to WOrrTy about. If the second road is maintalned their white gold in a Jump sum. But the sale will not end their

ady on it—then a second alternative presents

for the city is alre i o relentlessly tragedy. It will merely wipe out the valley and leave in the
' self. If the devastation process is to be sellowed relentlessly e of a general migration a ol Of  Heaping e
tLo its-' bitter end, shall the land and water he ]_nu'(:hused bhv ‘fbroken hearts.
wholesale or retail methods? ; o (THE END)

[he difference in the twWo methodlds already has beer pomtul | i
out. By either 1nethod the valley would he devastated, and \
| forced into its primitive desert state. By the wholesale process | f

the local property holders, even those in the town of i:ils:h()p.

would be fullly compensated, while by the continuance of the :
present retail purchase methods at least half their property

values will be destroyed and taken from them without any com- }
pensation. The difference in method to the city may be set 4
down in figures at a sum of about $4,000,000.

In Los Angeles itself public opinion is turning against the
present policy of land purchase, and a change of method may
be looked for.

An aroused public opinion may even check the entire de- i
vastation process and force the aqueduct officials to shift to 2 i
water storage and conservation methods. That is, of course, i
“what should be done. That is what San Francisco did in Hetch i |
‘Hetchy, spending upwards of $7,000,000 in dam construetion #
\alone, so that no damage would be done to the valley develop-
‘ment built up by Tuolumne River water in the Turlock and
Modesto irrigation districts.

At .this moment the Owens Valley people seem to favor of
| al‘l possible 'sqlutions of their problem, the wholesale purchase
\ {gg Bl(])% g((a)%munu'g water 1'ig11tsft11e a,ccept:—mce by the city of the g
i i qffe1 magle by the directors of the Owens Valley irri- g
| }i‘ztlo‘“ district. This probably is. the counsel of weariness.
1 er a warfare of twenty years peace at any price seems sweet
|
|
|
|

e e

‘and ’(II‘%snable. If th_e oﬂ’_er is _accepted, what will it mean?
e e tlanfo'rced migration of at least two-thirds of the people
oo é;sgraz(l)%% ; Thq driving out, from their ancestral homes, of
| ‘ el }fomlllies! Some, no doubt, would be glad enough
| e 'would 1? y wduld pay them a good price for their farms.
3 i ave funds with which to start up in another com-
| ‘ W};I.lensome might better themselves, but how many? | | 1
# ! ol ;vne contemplates the spectacle of the actual 'ﬂivlit of
> e ?ﬁl, moving thought it does on rubber tires 01? rail-
\ ipresent itsélf © 'Eggngr%:\z;l ctase§ of t.he four Stewart brothers
| art brothers—James, Joseph, William

Pine When the blow feli

they were forced E
y A
o BAD i T T

Cagint

b
T

and Herbert—are ranchers at Big

jon that community last December
| the others, to sell their four r
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AT AQUEDUCT SPILLWAY

Goaded to desperation
through the failure of the
Public Service Commission of
Los Angeles to come to any
understanding with them in re-

gard to the future of Owens
Valley, nearly 100 men left
Bishop last Sunday morning at
8 o'clock, driving in autos to
the Los Angeles aqueduct spill-
way about ten miles south of
Independence, and there took
charge of that important part
of the water system of the City
and since that time have re-
fused to allow these headgates
to be closed, with the result
that the entire flow of the
Aqueduct is now running to
waste out on the flats east of
there and on down into Owens
Lake.

Shortly after the arrival of
these men Sheriff Collins ap-
peared on the scene and tried
to force the men to leave, but
he was met with stolid resis-
tence. Claude Van Norman, in
mgam&t 2t of the

ystem, akn made an

~ .1hjs _was

the same number. A barbecue
is being served today.
The site at the spillway is
now assuming the aspect of a
permanent camp. Stoves are
being put up, tents and beds
installed and everything fixed
go that those on guard may
suffer as little as possible.
Large searchlights are being
used during the entire night
and men are always on patrol.
Numerous requests have
been made to Gov. Richardson
for troops, but as yet he has
refused them. X

This afternoon District At-
torney Hession left for Sacra-
mento to see the Governor
personally and ask that troops
be sent in immediately, as he
realizes that this is the only
way the situation can be
handled. The arrival of troops
will be the signal .for the
peaceful evacuation of the
Aqueduct by those now guard-
ing it, and this seems to be the
only golution, as the men an_d
women Seem to have their
minds made up to stay in-
definitely unless some direct

A ATTININTTIAMY A TAEN

VOTEDUCT CRINIS
ml' EUUUVE URIDED |
i |
A crisis was reached in  the such pioneers who by settling up

| g : A
Owens River Valley water disputeithe back country laid the ].Olll]d{l-\
on Sunday when 100 residents of t1_o.n I e .:md pl'ObPemusi
] 1 ¢ ibl A cities. Many of them were in the)
7 . s

1o ey R o e'valley before the Agqueduct \vas}

Alabama waste

the

into the bed of the Owens River.
The loss of water, while not im-
periling the city’s supply, is serious.
This illegal act was the climax

of a conflict that started years ago
and in the last twelve months has
assumed a more serious aspect.
The ranchers of the Owens Val-
ley declare that their farms® and
homes are being gradually de-
stroyed by the various steps taken
by Los Angeles in connection With
the maintenance of an adequate
water supply for the city.  They
bitterly resent the manner—to them
harsh and confiscatory—in which
this end has been atttained, -

On May 21 of this year the
feeling culminated in “the  first
overt protest of viplence when the
ranchers dynamited a section of
the Aqueduct near Lone Pine, ap-
parently not with the intention of
inflicting serious damage on the

attempt to close the biog but
tog, i

Leahy, the chief man'.
Aqueduet in Owens Valle

results are obtained from their

_ne A 2 camn nf

city’s property but t{);\,g:.'fr“ public
A second lawless  act, 'To

Y.
saallv decerted | ernrther leeal delays, was the kid-

gates of the Los pyilt.

Without water their homes|

Angeles Aqueduct five miles north lare ruined, their towns must be :
- | ardson rushes State troops to

; i . ica abandone their valley retur i
of Lone Pine and turned practically|@ ned, eir valley n 10|16 Alabama gates, where a
entire flow of the Aqueduct;

the desert, They must move else-l
{where and start again.
tsuch conditions they are hardly
to be blamed for seeking as high
as possible a price for their lands
and for resenting methods of
acquisition by the city which, under
other circumstances, would be
merely businesslike.

The conflict between the city
of Los Angeles and the ranchers of
the Owens River Valley must be
one between right and right, not
between might and might. It must
be settled on the principle of the
greatest good to the greatest nmum-
ber with the proper safeguarding
of the poorest as well as the
wealthiest contestant. For the city
to use its immense power to gain
an unfair advantage over
settlers
ley is as
settlers to resort to violence.

MNT\IENY bl 4 BT
AR %AEJS S AR/
i v‘i'«;‘v" i“ h! L § 1!_.% E

U“deri men of the Owens Valley have

the
in the Owens River Val-
intolerable as {for the

If the city of Los Angeles needs
all the water that flows from the

even generously, every rancher who

b
I’\

ONLY MLUTI

Inyo county is in a state of , at once.”
anarchy. Guerilla warfare is a The town of Bishop, a
possibility, unless Gov. Rich-|modern little village of 1200

party of ranchers and business

defied all efforts to dislodge
them since Sunday merning
while three days Supply of
domestic water for the city of
Los Angeles rushes to Waste.
i Appalling loss of lives -and
property seems certain. The
water supply of the city of Los
Angeles is in grave danger.
This is the text of state-
ments issued here _todaYI by
Dist.-Atty. Jess Hessiol of Inyg

if Chag

county, and Shenift .
: mit themselves
Collins, who ad th the situa.

unable to cope Wi

tion. “I am thoroughlgh eclc;;

vinced, in the light of 3
' ment, that

days developP
ff;:‘lfess gtate troops i“ter.:gﬁe‘
in the Owens anley.Wat:;fe A
troversy there 0
amazing 0SS
destruction 0L
entirely possiile

fate WY |
mlgles‘ a L
AT ranion T Dy n.d mlles "’Allnue"u‘

I

Los Angeles Times, Nov. 19th.

persons, virtually was deserted
ygstgl‘dayr. Nailed to a flag pole
Oi the intersection of the two
main streets of the town was
a huge sign, which read: “If I
am not on the job you ecan
find me at the Aqueduct.”
Banks,
houses and offices were closed.

One drug store r i
, en
and one doctor ey e
town,
about 250 men
out 2 >, wWom
children gat “the hill,” ¥
Stronghold of the
pgpéllation at Alab
ads ha i
Ieas_t loosnli)een christened. At
;gg;r . twenty-four
etimes forty-ei
:‘f)atches at “the {ﬁlllght Ry
me place i
R vgatch.recupel ating for the
& ’il;lhehcommissary at
S charge of the wom
: ! en w
re oraglr}zed and pPreparing htg
a their men f
ite perlod.
‘be‘i e

stores, business

remained

in
At noon there %

were
and
~ as the
insurgent
ama gate

€n, worn out with
hour ana

are in beg
“the hill”

or
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the , Bent of the great citics along been drawn into the dispute. His § 1b ountry
Aoy <« g i1y | properly equi Gcials ar i | e papers otitie, ¢ 73 Y
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GREED

STATE-WIDE INTER
OVER OWENS VALLE

What i§ Gp'mg on i!fl Owens Valley Affects Every ira'ig'ationL
District in California and the Laws must Define Con-|

flicting Rights |

" BISHOP, INYO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, JANUARY 7, 1925

—_———

THE OWENS

Press of Nation Is Filled
With Owens Valley Story;
Their Fight Is Well Known

By HARRY GLASSCOCK
Editor Owens Valley Herald

The Owens Valley-Los Angeles wa-

No. 1.

VALLEY

0SS OF BUSINESS AND PRESTICGE
HAS COME TO CITY'S VERY DOORS

‘Shortage of Water; Shortage of Power, Useless and Dam-
aging Result of Official Double Dealing

u
e
-]
P

¥

L_
o
=

ter controversy has assumed a na-
tional importance as is evidenced by
| the enormous amount of matter that
. was carried by the different papers of
recent trouble

the nation during the
in Owens Valley.
The -".(‘r-}" apers e , -
The leading Eastern papers Cnfr:d{fbchcvc that we have a commion in-
fron ;

We, the citizens of Owens Valley, | tion for the purpose of fostering and
| encouraging factories to come to this

| terest with the people of Los Ange-| great city.
i About this time, the president of

: e 1 the S ¢ Californi

terary’ Di-jleSsaniGRUIE State of Caliiornia. ‘ : : :

Literan - | the American Manufacturers’ Associi-
tion, Mr. John Edgerton, visited Los

[n practic-  We believe that the methods em- |
ally all of the papers that handled lllc-[1)10}'cd by vour leaders and agents, t0| Apoeles and was banqueted at the
cditorially the sentiment | which the people of Los Angeles are | gijymore Hotel by the Chamber of

Commerce. In his wonderful address

1g in favor of the peolwle‘indirccll_\' party, are actually bringing
and business| gelivered on that occasion he spoke

the story as a feature on the

| page, with big scare headlines, and

| magazines such as the

without due |
gest gave it much space.

W csie it s £ ; e
Fl\csttrn lnul(-ny is full of “The|prived of his property
ight at the Water Hole.” ‘process of law.”

The Owens Valley fight with the

From the first day our argonaut | . -
jcitwy of Los Angeles has become an

[matter

|
|
1

forefathers entered the deserts of | : G 1
Ney 2 acute and state-wide aftair. t con- |
Nevada, Oregon, and the Seuthwesticerns every S ‘C\tcry e e
wit S (e et ? e e  allew - f the naDErs | = e i
hai:‘th;n covered wagons, \.hcy hz}\'c ;;‘c\'cry merchant and cvery workman | | of Owens Valley. Most ot the papers |more ruit, dcstru_cuon' et 5
e o fight for_ the water with which in California and concerns him | | deplored any lawlessness on the D‘l.rt“dcpresalwn upon the .Cn} of Los ¢ n_\cncour:\gingly of Los Angeles becom-
\tl'ﬂgale thcx_r farms. ideeply. l | of the people of that section, but 5'1!11‘,gcles lhzln are being brought 10! o great - anufacturing and export
])cl 0 {communny in California has | As always in such conflicts, per-| | {here was always a thought running | Owens Valley, deep and serious as| gjpy
C o s . 5 . ) 2 . | e : A De , ! i 5 - .
n free from long litigation and <onal animosities and inconsiderate, |‘ through the articles that the p%Op\_L ofl‘thas 1s. . : e I the midst of prosperity iToane
7 - » n - o OIVe ' - %
| Owens Valley werc morally justiied G Tm-e 1“““1‘15 bﬂmi “of En- for future development what hap-
had taken. \er Goldsmith to the people pened to your dty? You were BT

g0, 3RRUE S th.c fied of a great water and power short
age, you were told to reduce the light ~
in your homes, the streets were pars
tially lighted, street cat service was

stening ills greatly hampered, manufacturing and
How could

in the cours¢ they
has hurt Los
There can ! conditions exis

for one well | fornia today:

ill-tempered pro-

Ange- | gland many Yyears a

few from sanguinary conflicts over  hasty action and
ting in Southern Cali-

the right'lo use the water from the ' nouncements cloud the issue.

eternal hills. ' Though the Owens Valley farmers,
In iaf'.t all history is filled with who feel they have justice on their‘

water fights. Concentration of all side, have frequently offered to sub-

This publicity
les, and hurt it terribly.
| be no question about 1,

¢ that a story is liable to gIOW!
ruth is not al\\‘n}:‘-i“ln fares the land, to ha

| know

wealth and power in great cities, im- mit their cause to arbitration, they
poverishment and neglect of the cul- |have thus far made no headway | | .« it travels, and t
tivators of the soil, removal of their lagainst the city officials who have the' & ‘T,l ilmol;m tdea in modern jour- | a prey, Tndustry was crippled:
irrigating water by great cities, ruined matter of the Los Angeles water sup-‘ | “Ll _imn But be lh:ﬂ as it may, there | Where wealth accumulates, and men i exi)ect Eastern capital to come 1o
M059pota1lqia, Egypt, Rome, ﬂ“dr‘P]Y in hand. | 31:1 kg o z d'ncr‘ fef'xiure in “the en-\ decay. vour ‘cit\' where thousands of men
coming closer to modern times,! Delay in settlement, refusal of Los| \‘? ongiduNe. ld ath';t is that there Princes and Lords may flourish, Or} o be‘h;g thrown out of employ-
France, Russia and Turkey. | Angeles to consider the moral issucsl oS ey e s o terrible wrong may fade, ment, with insufficient water and pow
And in our turn California is to- involved, has alarmed every water and‘ | must have been ‘]?_m:- Owens Vallev A breath can make them, as @ breath < to, take care of your own require-
e s 11101 | done to the pcc]mt' Obidi"g ;\‘meric;m has made. . | ments? Thousands of people at this
l 05,858 §uc11 ﬂi 111“:: be -:tir;cd up (OjBul a bold peasantry their countty’s [ e were leaving Los Angeles and
community couic AOLERg SR Al pride, were spreading and exaggerating the
i cAN DO b news ol yout Tad condavions RN

i .here they
the point where s
law Into their own hands.

| point seems 10 be concede

d-ay rent with land owner in every i_rrigation districl1

&‘s to the waters that flow down 1n the state He is
¢ streams of the Sierra Nevadas. watching cagerly every move made by |

o
e o Oy e By

LY IrTIC: : Bl b <
¥ Irrigation diswrict S Califei- s e ol

And this [ When once destroye
A by al ol’ supphied.”
They may |

of California.
out Ameriea.

As there are no conl TMne
seciion, L.os Angales S dependent QX

! A Ams
of s1x Yhousand <

Investo . .
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’ey Farmers
'Wengeek Leg’iSlﬂtiVﬁ Ald

tiof designed to |
< Angeles the le- |
- residents of |
taking their
ons valley Reparas
o arrived at the

qclsla

x

RO

Jdf
cof LO

’EHE following A

fran:] a statement si
Valley irrigation distr
“To -the

source of their water supply:”

tee aF
t

imittee whiel |
08 O 1 ho prssage of 8 .hi:I '
* cpnator J: M. Imman,
2 !E:;tnza.n. panker: ']‘_.l (:
* _erchant; J_EIS!;IE-C—S: o\
o oaay, @F Jarry -
s 1 of Blshop.
“1;; has always con-
AR willingly Tepay
g e % 1’lour water and the
ot § r land, but that
nt to do so.”

Y.
gl ithe cOT

.H; ed 10 U
op ar=>
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paragraphs tak
gn‘ed by the OWenS

trict and addressed
people of Los Angeles ﬁ“’mmszﬁe

(19

Do you know that the water measure.-
ment records for the past 19 years show
sufficient snowfall in the Owens V alley-

s

e

en  Sierra watershed to fll

water every day in the
not necessary to destroy
the towns of Big Pine a
“Dj@ you know that your employes are
acquiring control of these farms with your
money and turning them back to desert?

the aqueduct with
year and that it is

farms surrounding
nd Bishop?,

Szt e Gl s i = e

r~—r

v abuien

ENS

“D :
©youknow that the people of Owens

Vv
:.\lrl: zial;aéh:ﬁ than be longer harassed,
and th €d that they would sell the water

be fiXe?ilil?nds and let the valuation thereof
“Do Y & competent commission?

you realize that, mildl d
: y expressed,
you are creating a dramatic situation in the

Owens Valley?”

ley were given an opportunity
exprese their frelings and to e
plain their position and gituatio.
The residents of Owens Valle
have no Intention of helding n
the city. T¢ the community musg
b destroyed, he sald, the ranch-
" and farmers ure willing to
"% some one else put g Drlce/

aised 1m

Turleys being v
m Owens valley

turleys come fro
orchard are 20 ye
dealing with Owens
culture and that the

valley farmers

The following .i.s,'p\art qf an edito

“Vefe do not know. whether there 1s any
court either of law or of effective opxlnlllon
that hears the cry of the Owens V& &
people, but if not, and if the gort of mﬁc—_
ing that is done fhere continues, in ot ﬁl
parts of this country and of the world, the
results will be grevious. AT

“The 'par-ticuglar faymers who lose thelr
homes because water is taken from tbem,_
or because the financial values 1n their
community are reduced; because morale 18
broken up, because local bankers can no

longer operate, hecause merchants can no
longer get enough business to serve local

N 4+

on iy

B o sy

P LINZ TN T B NN AL LN B INNEZOZ AR SEA2 IR A D ITAISEANT | | severar weeis
$ AL AL PR AL P AL Earr et 45 ] !e [he Cjtv ap_

orchards in Owens valley.
to the Los Ange
ars old. Certain city officials
have claime
so-called farmers a,re+ mfr

rial from the Fresno 'Republt;can:

&

]

s

{to consult Wwith |

Many thousands of dollars worth of
& t0 report back |

les holiday market. The trees in this
who are responsible for the methods of
d that the section is not suited to agri-
ly land speculators.

e
+

district’s interests to that of another.
“But the greater harm in such a change
in society as has been taking place in the
Owens valley for a number of years: is
the injury that is done to the districts that
are getting the apparent: benefit, If, in
‘this instance, the .immediate opportunity
of Los Angeles, as a city, seems to consist
in making a reservoir and nothing else out
of the Owens valley, this is only. immediate
and not ultimate. In the not-too-far here-
after a thousand pcople left in the Owens
valley would be much more valuable to Los
Angeles than another ten thousand, on
avan more in the ecifv ifealf I+ 1e +ha
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: EN }WENS VA E‘E | At the recent meeting of Owensj ,1‘ s op GRSl e ;
: ! -esidents to consider the pres- G “superior guaze mwin W ewen||
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This water was

, Kidnaped Attorney Refuses Tc Angeles, the fOHOWiDg Offer wasi | IDyo county: Wers. the | ‘

: a the supbD 1 1
"l used to increase the supply in U

; , Though He Know: | . = | BI " | 1o snselss aduciuct SRS
| bductors; Aguednot Buld | |{ made to the city as ameans of settle-{ ' e e e D
B e e "l ment of the entire difficulty: ut | s the 4 ‘

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 30.—(P)—

Ripples of nervous expectation con- ¢ “If i‘t iS l’lecessary fO],“ t}le City Of i Wol

% N cally  nor |
tinued to ruffle the surface of the Neither Tlegally !

° l At is | j:d‘:w:"" ’ “"“; 1. 1 L ol
£ ralley water rights feud sit- - 2 n 7 g ; o) ~orallv has anyone the right toj} J
31\1&23 xtg-dar:y,“;s 1-.11rcsu"lt of last | LOS Al’lgeles tO acqulle tlle “ atéﬂ S O-L i di- { morally b .

| take water from 10 acres of water
Wednesday’s new flare up_of il = o

| feeling at Bishop, business center H tl]e Owel’ls rivel" ]_'lOTN beirlg‘ Llsed fOl"

4 Dbe issued,”” the}|

. . aIOTeS | 1
e | at Independence to irrigate 10 i | %

lof the trouble zone, where L. C. Hall J; | o alfalfa at San Fernando.”’ )
'of the troublo z ' + C. Hall, i : G aiis .
{ : ey and agent of the city of 5 3o 3 1 BS f h‘ | I QOther inst the c¢ ¥ 1
oo Angeles, wis wamed wna ||| frTigation purposes, the ov.{an OLIM8 1 oo Tt e
| foreibly ejected from the commun- R e g o _] o , B s 1
ity becauso ot eyt e piaved | [ the-Jand and water are willing tof| - ik
{in the ucql_xiﬁition of ‘v\’ﬂ.l('\l‘—‘l‘)(.‘ill‘lﬂ‘,li' .’ | - e il Ao f RO | , ik
iy 0 tena e Tes amseles s |1 Jagyve the question of the value of thisj| » |l

DEATH THREATS SENT. % "

P e e sl property to a valuation commission j

8l
duct which ranchers say Is drain- | 0 L lQ t} " _{_‘i“,p diq_‘i}],’_qj‘as.g_ed ‘
ing the valley of its limited fund i O_l_ ]_]_O-L \,SS ]aIL LEVS willtn T O UCT ;
of wiater and transforming fruitfu

business men to be mutually agrved |

responsible representatives of the | e
ranchers that there will be further

kidnapings; n statement by Hall ‘ i up011- s
that only his membership in a cer- : . - ° 3 d % B ?WQ y i: o .rﬁ{':‘;i‘-.c:y_-\
tain fraternal organization saved ,‘ i E‘EHS ES & Egalf aﬁ:"" DE,ESREE@SS‘ ﬁ:é.q, C OoLrer.
him from being lynched Wednesday | = i 3

, night—these were sources of np- | WP t P Wl 4:‘;7 ﬂho- igie ?ﬁiﬂi‘gje
: prehension here ns members of .the H § N fﬁa eXCMSV Q&n \a.:.lE W ..EC.\.M.{'\S & \:‘
public service commission prepared !

! to visit the' valley for a parley with 4 f@r ﬁ‘l@'& accepﬁmg iﬁ:?

{ranchors and business men mext
Tuesday,

wemomzs arx man. § - f  Acceptance means wiping out the

i
Reports from Bishop, howcvc‘r.!

assorived = calm and pastorat noiet | feUd between the ranchers of Owens
reigning where dall's presence e

atament cominne s o || Valley and the city of Los Angeles,
tack. The sheriff and district at-

i ® . ,\.J_ :-5
torney from the county seat at a,lld tjh]_s n]ea,rls SafetBT fOl“ tlle UI L:y S
Independence, about thirty mlles

south, ¢ to Bist yesterday t % 1

inventizate o Kianaping: at were| || PLESENt Water supply.

unable, according to word reaching

e st gt o G any e The people of Owens valley, now
B e o itnasing being driven from their homes, are |
Meanwhile the kidnaped attorney,

?ow at hls home in Glendale, near | aSkiDg Only for fair treatl‘l‘lel‘lt’
1ere, gave no indications of an in- S ;

.t,‘;nﬁlxgnq:}guél:;;sfm}zet&fegriofﬁgultrfgﬂ SOmethlﬂg t]:lat LOS Angeles ShOU.ld
of witnesses and the absence of a

formai sompraimt, 1t wan ey | LOTCE 1ts officials to grant.

not expected that any arrests

B o ey A paragraph of the resolutions
',‘ The attorney said that he was

sranted i heels et s s ||| Dassed at the Owens valley meeting,

Ing promised never to divulge the |

names of his ahductors, some of" Says:

s Whom lie recognized,
Mulholland Undist

s e “We request that the fair-minded

ST BT

FERSREIIRS

that the catn threats of which he ]

i A A people of Los Angeles compel their

the wastanasivet,” ho oy O™ in

next Tupgiay. e This is a reasonable request from
one community to another. Log An-

admitted he had received dozeny,

officials to deal with s along honor- Y
He wil] accompany the public

geles officials should realize that this

would not be followed ‘by any
Q b3
service commissioners o Bishop able 11nes.
city cannot afford, in dealing with g




Mass Meeting Commends|
Record Expose of Water “
Mismanagement ll

—_—

2

:

ce |

The people of Owens|
valley, at a mass meeting\;

'held last night at Bishop!

&7 W

THEONLY way

The R '

eco W
points: cord water articles:_ o
s ave made two main

(1) The present water

guarded. .S“N‘IV must be safe-

(2) It must be d e :
e developed to -
R il A meet the neca, of |

ing%ﬁ;h&i:’ese ends can be gained without sacrific- |
ens ranchers and turning their valley

back into desert.
]

tentf he .Reeoﬂ?d has: quoted compe- |
; ingmecsrmg estimates that there
s water enough In the { 1
and Mono basin -fortiengigi ‘imleyf
5,000,000 people and % ertil

,000, people and for a fertile
Owens valley.

These engineeri 1ni 1
) : ,ﬁ”gnm,u.za, ing opinions are signposts which
point out plainly enough the only road to complete |

settliement.
i I

high school, adopted unan-!

‘tions making these declar-|
lations: "=

1. The resolution recent- 17
ly passed by the Los An-

|

\

- @ |

geles public service coim- \
a basis of ne-

|
ii
|

mission as

is only another effort to di-
vide, confuse and mislead

them, and is entirely un-
acceptable.
2. The Los Angeles Rec-

ord is making an able and
truthful expose of the mis-
management of the aque-
. duct and water situation.
| The resolutions also pledged
 the residents of the valley to
complete unity of action in
the future in dealing with
' the city or meeting situations
prought about by the city’s

eourse.

vote in the adoption of any ©
tthe resolutions. j
VT The meeting

|| owners, residents of the va
ley.
Text of Resolutions

Regarding
jce cominissi
the resolutions say:

imously 2 series of resglu-lg Re
e
:

1
gotiation with the ranchers \‘ _

t‘
‘ what additional lands it wants.
\

\ There was not a dissentin%

AS étten ded

: by about 1000 land and water
-\l at once accepting t

the public serv-
on’s proposition,

“The 1'esoh{tion 1?1 ]
TLos Angeles pu ie service
i;‘:}(l)?nmis;siuong.Ju;ne 28 is onlsjri e Thfren;voqlfl be no AWa ‘
Aol liore 2 fhae R i uld not be sitting under & shadow

le|l of a calamity-

T v S i
!‘wg’?r the opening articles had outlined The'
cord’s campaign the public service commission
sassed resolutions purporting o hold out to the
anchers a basis of settlement.
f}.‘se ranchers claim they have been met with\k
eries of broken promises, and at a mass meeting |
last night they rejected the city’s last proposition |

a5 intended only further to becloud and mislead

)
-
[

————

The residents of Owens valley have proposed,
as the only program of settlement acceptable to
them, a plan which may be summarized as follows:
1—Let the city specify now once and for all

9—Let the city agree
the owners of these land
3__Let the price be fixed

disinterested ment.
One of the chief perils in
threat constantly hanging over
that its water supply will be suddenly cut o

cause of the ranchers’ desperation.

Therefore the water situation Wi
tled until it is settled in fairness to

that the ranchers are satisfied-
1f the city is not q_uibbling,
words, there is not & single thing to
he valley’s progr

s for their purchase.
by a committee of

the situation is the

Los Angeles’ head

the valley, so

and jockeying with
prevent it from
am and setthinsg

on that basis.

Had the representatives o
Owens valley Pe¢

& fhe city of Los}(An-

-1 an

been no aqueduct
r shortage tdday-

'would have
ter shortagt 1°r any

There would be no'powe

he city Wo
The city WO ° threat o
& water supply- i
of 1-t].!:: Y‘:):ld nzt be th f;::?;ﬁ? dLos An-
L Tis i ile sborthiEated, Dol

eles to plead gul 4 sed when he admitt‘:::lut:z-
mittee turning back into
acres of land in Owens val-
pack_countrys the full develop-
is city's. '_?est _interest wita'lly'

this city bas spent in wrecking |

s -wou d have paid for a con:

éfut:liea;tidn' of ‘thelsaques
y a supply for saver:lhgq
torage at the hea

{-1:1

ff, be- |

Il never be set- |

eles / 3
imicable spirit and with constructive P/ licy there |
dynamit] ;> »

¢ a sudden cutting off |

 CRYERISBAC, |

May
or Gegre
secremr.‘,‘ I =

i
1

i
1

e E. Cryer ang his

1 =
Los :\l]gele - M. ]"nney‘ are in s

s
l\our of inspec
Angeles aqued
valley.
Regardi

e ing i
said;b ng the tri
‘ m[I mage the tri
; ormation regardin

Saturday

. l\v w .
1 Fh” _,hat 1S neceg
5 e situation
ional water |
1 water supply is available

3

Versy

|

-1 Angeles.

2a

The bitte i

. er feeling

*lindividuals.

v
|

L

valley indicate a,

C
¢
P Mayor Cryer |}
1
1

p to get first-hand
ﬁg' the water sup
Sary to impro .
- - v
and find what addie-

“1 also wanted
l information COHCEr;?ﬂ;&ihgrn&g@nd ;
happy ]‘t':) ;);.e- Owens valley./ 1 [(;rc;
U Little feelin v I found there is very ]
eling against the city of L:s,

| does exist i that
X18 is d'fr'“(:b“} B 15

ccled against a
eaw

gy 2 :
The evidences throughout the

: after. j
l:(‘;“ over the Lo’:
and the Owens

1
1

to deal collectively with!

shortage.” general water
"
~g an Py ! & i
b / | P £i
& ‘ [l :.f‘ ¢’{.»"'§'-'
\
i
|
W/—#JH —
o ax

®

wgo:
buinted a co ;
e et o
s, 2Ly people
a2 2 .

~

{

STICE THat time the eitv ng
r;e:dto consult with
‘c_.) report back
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Quusise-

REPORT ON VALLEY MADE

all New Ouwens Meeting;

Chamber. Directors @
Delay in Pleading

W atersons Ask

estigation conducted by
tions in the Owens R
f the chamber yester

a special chamber of Com-
iver Valley were placed
day but were not made

Results of the inv
.merce committee into condl
hefore the board of directors o

Bishop
nd on his way
nsed Owens va

H. C. Hall, former
lawyer, is reported safe a
lowing his release by ince

attorney-and ex-
to Los Ange
lley farmers, who

aqueduct -
Jes fol-

public.
Secretary Arnoll of
however, issued a short statement

the chamber,

after the conference announcing that | 10 obtain new counsel,
ths committee has been instructed to |attorneys having throw

draw up a definite plan whereby
“the representatives of the conflict-
ing interests should be
an equitable and speedy settlement

3 They asked for an extension of time

able to efiect | gion of Inyo county announced the

to plead and-were glven until 11 am.

next Monday to enter their pleas and
their original

n up the case.
DELAY SOUGHT
At the same time Dist.-Atty. Hes-

receipt of a telegram from A. A. Ros-

1 4 . .
‘ in Bishop early this m

|
|

are reported to have f
orning and ordered

county. g
The forcible ousting OF Ha

i

| to peaceably leave the valiey after being : :
by farmers who have been opposed to his actions in
of the city in buying certain lands to be U

orcibly taken him from a restaurant .

him to leave Inyo

11 resulted from his refusal
~ ordered lo do so

behalf

ised by the city

- lhollan

L ol SR
nd and 7
b Del Valle for dire

ille’s statements became
SC

ot m

2 roi ey that
¢ mayor to the board on the and Dygstra gg?%j;iltonem Baker
or John R.

|Haynes s
{ uggested ]
[called to hear t that Cryer pe!|
£ | Mulhollz them personally |
before the| ~lulbolland, with the light of |
| within a given number of days. A Leelie water gets into Los|' o8 battle in his eyes sezondzd i
- 3 | & S e roract o
Several months ago Hall was res- | ':fllou : 1§1ur::ae§hlon eagerly. *‘That's ri'*ht*h?
: : : BRIl cands 1 I nar A he sai Pr: O '
cued from an imminent hanging 1n ! ands and hundreds of thou- tL :md. I want to meet himaf:'
live in Los An. | © face when he attacks me and ?rcx:xe

of the controversy.”
ANOTHER MEETING
This plan will be placed before the | to agree to & POS
directors of the chamber at & B5Pe€- | case for two weeks.

clal meeting next Tuesday, at which The telegram assigned 1o reﬂsop t
time the findings of the special coml- {for the request, but stated the Dpur=
mittee are expected to be made pub- | Pose will be made clear in & commu-
lic. Members of the committee have nication expected to reach Mr. Hession

made @ personal survey of conditions, in a day or two.

tment, askin Mr. Hession ; i
in DEDREID : y is said to have been

m at =
tponement of the The attorne

surprised by “*ni
in a Bishop restaurant.
have defied an order to leave Bishop | :

-y ¥ | Colorado River

1
enshine, attorney for the State Bank- 1 3 o tey department
W 2 partment.

||

ght riders’ as he ate r
He is said to}
| on these same SOUrces

both physical and economic, in the Mr, Hesslon stated he will not act the streets of Bishop by . |sands will come to i
} a we il |PUsDs my diligence and judgment.”
- nnex larg | o
toward formulating the city's furure plained, though he expressed the : large
cinity towards which t+he kidnapers| . . |
pARGELEE: | special meeting of the board at 4 p

Sheriif |
valley during the past several days. toward a further delay in the case Collins \zeles during this period;
Their repord is expected to do much | until the reason {or the request is ex- o St iRt LA ldoubtless "W Mulholland di
It was south of Bishop, in the Vi-j o0 o T areas. All| -, and did not present a for-
policy in the valley and the course |opinion that a delay would not have S | e people will be clamoring for |, answer, but will make one at a
been asked except for sufficient caus- spirited Hall, that & heavy charge oL | . ) { .
[ ‘I do not want to make any per- m. Friday. Members of city council

to be followed in alding valley resi-

dents in the present financial emer; eSA’I’h AR ; iy dynamite was exploded under * the [ it 5

ency, precl itated by the failure O e brothers are charge wit or- S b enillway two months ag {sonal criticism or ips s - ve been invited (L

'%he yﬁse Igyo cou11¥y banks. ty-four felony counts, forty-three of | ‘ILLUUCM 5.!.111'1"1} L“Lv' i 3‘_0. ikind, but I “—a,_.o::w Cr;t]ms,m ~0‘ any |1, Criswell wl};zdlh eEpSC g et

As the members of the special com= which cover asserted embezzlement of (| [ EMOT AU E ks ago Hall was told to ). o/ =0 T he board of public |ported Mulh 1 as warmly sup-

mittee met with the directors of the | $800,000 from the banks, falsification || || get out of valley or suffer the [n\_ g 0‘ missioners to seriously |ent eri 5 holland through the pres-

chamber, W. W. and M. Q. Watter- | of records and overdrafts and the re- }‘conse(mence He is reported to|. peausgte and consider the prono_} ]3 T‘li.lb' : :
[| have left with the understanding liitions of the Owens Valley farmers.” | tr el Valle said that at no time had i =

| .7 |there been any aitempt by the col- 3

charged | maining count charges embezzlement |
than | of $420,000 from the Owens valley |
five | Irrigation District, which they head- |
ed. They were represented in court |

Rising to his f i

vising to his feet in paroxys £ i

et I Xysm of | lective Ow

Sy B oy R |lective Owens valley ranchers

ot Sal pu?f;j vr\:flis letter }o‘gotiate purchase of their l:mfics) Ii)e'
blic service commis- | the water department. /

son, Inyo county bankers
with embezzlement of more
$1,000,000 from sOme of thelr

l that he would never return. His sud-
| den re-appearance this morning
aroused the farmers, who loaded him |

e < = s __Ar___“__‘__“__»

suspended banks and . other enter=
prises, faced Judge Dehy at Independ=- yesterday by Thomas C. Boone, Mo- | 1 i : e . |ioners had 1
ence on forty-four felony counts. desto attorney. | into a machine and spirited him out i,  .; s had Dbeen read at a special| *'Th s <
) | || of town. ’\m“mg of the board Thursday after-|n ere Wad & ol il
if - 5 | 2 Sk A g - e SUy - | neers int - i
‘ £ | . ¥ ' he first word of the farmers ac-{oon, Mulholland bitterly attacked :mreni‘;maﬂpp?'m,_ed by the chamber of
1 / : I AAA 1af 9 o | | | tion was contained in a dispatch {o [1¢ mayor and ended by threatening | the mn'c, Del Valle said. *"Doesn’t
‘/\’ ; j f il President R. F. Del Valle of the pub- ESIEDHLION unless he was L)rou::hat | :w'rt' 3}1‘” know e e
1l lic service commission. ice to face with Cryer to thresh ol b 2 report of these engi-
4  The dispatch stated that Hall had i’&question- A i“t”‘?rs' He should know it because "
et c i ot AT AR ST, A = , 23 ¢ is a matte ic ' |
“,| Numerous conferences and stop- 1§ bc_en taken into the hills back of lew\!“f'ts endor_-.;ed heatedly by R. F. Del V'lﬁt % iolf pubhb‘ record_.' { i
| Bishop: and later released with the el Valle, president of the board ¢ alle added thi AL AEElE oo
piciy ward Owens valley had been decided

i:l‘hg;pecial paragraph in the may-
| s letter which aroused the indigna-
iy b in:nl'?f .Mulholland conceals sergous
1 plications, according to Mulhol-
'md It reads thus:
fron“tli shortage of water resulting
mm}qﬂé;\p;\esent and last years’ light
! G akes it apparent to m
immediate and vi i i
be taken to ggj;ﬁ?erszs B oo e e e
e T nt our present | duced figures to show that 175,000
e e ‘ acre feet of <seepage water were :
P Sl ‘the mayor's available—enough, he claims, to last ) !
was seized upen by the city a year. , ‘ B

upon but that the chamber of com-
n‘.xe:-ce's motion to wait for the en-
gl‘neering committee’s report rescind-
ed action on the policy.
Mulholland scoffed at the mayor's
phrase ‘‘the city's dire need” in 4
regard to the water shortage.
‘“There's no city in better shape i’g%

A overs throughout the entire vmle_}" ‘
have been arranged for the board in

order to give the city officials an op-
Y portnnity to inspect Jand and discuss
with the residents of the valley the
policies that should be adopted by~
the city in settling the water con-
troversy. ’
The trip is the first official move §
on the part of the city to get to-|
gether with the residents of the \"ai-‘i
ley and is the result of an invitation
recently gent to the board by an

tizens' commifttee. ;
) ! o\

p| understanding that he would leave
v| and stay away.

'$

]
W crx g et acnberation.
’1,.1'10. whole thing is a teapot tem
pest, }1e said. ‘I see nothing to
get excited over.” .
Not at Capacity
[R5 &) » ;
" But we cannot overlook the fact
1al our aqueduct is not carrving
,‘:}w\\ here near its capacity, ihat. \\'z
ould have to get along for 10 years

Inyo county ci
This, 1t i8 stated, will be Mulhol- : ¥
lapnd's first trip into the Owens Y fei. - .~>) Wi ! e { P X
River Valley <ince the dynamiting . et # 'i \ (\‘ jr | 1\&'/
of the Los Angeles aqueduct. (4l N G Ahadyr ‘\‘\,\. ;
priw s eRT_ B _ANTI BICNL i LI‘{U UL = ST Y CHSroR TR ok i ;
cough’s Hot Springs this | should not be
3

! evening, and ther i i
| g here will be a'time to come. .
A A A A A A A AININPANPNPNINIS NI NI INT IS NN

P b
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ASIS PURCHASE |

'f—\\_ﬂ‘
(=

OF LAND EN BLOG

=zs Angeles Commission Told
That Is Only Satisfactory

'
i

.2 7 i
BISHOP (Cak.), Sept. 6. —(P)— i
T"urther discussion of the Owens |
Valley water

5.\]”(1\119(1 to take place at a sup-

RGE PEACE

|
=otmtion Of Water Dispute; mplores Early Settle-
No Decision Yet Announcedy Commission

rights situati as |

rights situation was lsnhdent
{Owens
‘b women, entered the water|
|

work-worn

plementary mecting here to-day of
the Los Angeles board of public
service commi sfoners,

IFor Purchiase Iin Bloce.

At a formal session vesterday the
board received from four Owens
Valley irrigation companies identi- |
letters describing the distress
valley by the city’s
policy of purchasing, piece by piece
the water-bearng lands of the dils-
{rict, and setling forth the M-]ici'E
{hat the only just solution of thel
difficulty thus created would be the }
bloec of all remaining
a price to be fixed

gl
caused in the

ypurchase en

water rights for

by arbitration.
No FPromises Made.

The commissioners aid not com-
mit themselves fior or against the
bloe purchase propos but an-
nounced that at to-day's meeting |
they would be glad to hear the |
views of any resident of the \';ch_\'L
who felt the Owens Valley side of
the question had not yet been made
suiflciently clear.

Some Disappoiniment.

JBxpressions  of disappointment
wore general at the close of the |
meeting, many valley vresidents |
ling that since the commission- §

ers had not committed lhumsvl\'u:\"
one way or the other, that nothing
]_md heen gained by the conference
Others pointed out, however, that
immediate acceptance of such a
proposal could hardly be exncctcd.‘g
wuauuntedly mistaKes were maae!
in the construction of the ac,ue—\
duet; mistakes are natural in any
| undertaking of guch proportions, |
; The commission, before its de-
| parture for Los Angeles yesterday
| afternoon, made - a Afty-mile in-
! spection trip, visiting four irriga-
il tion ditches.
he said, but they can and will be
adjusted.

W. W. Watterson, spokesman for
the ranchers and banker of Bish-
op, expressed his entire satisfac-
tion with the tour of the commis-
gion as the Commlssioners pre-
Iwared to depart for Los Angeles.

\"Lt gave the ranchers their first f_',p-
| portunity to get their case before!
' the proper authorities he o orols

5 , he said, and |Jf
' to the geners] public as a wkole '

Botter feeling has been "p,.e,"wdb‘
he said, and the effect of tha trip
will not ge lost, P

FARMERS GET HEARIN

S e S,m(;)l-j;t HEARING

i k srta
comiplished, he said flrfwll;;]ng B0
ranchers and farmers in t} 2
ley were given an Oll‘lpo- he val-j
eXNIess e g llumty tol
express thefr feeling, H
plain thelr lvsgast BRd 10T ax0
Th thelr position and gityg |

e residents. of Owens oor]

hav i wens Valley
e no Intention of : Y]

the citv. T1¢ of holding uyp|
the city. If the comn g up|
de destroyed, he sald g
N e ranch- |
IS Zre willlng to!

e, sor
ol "¢ ‘°ne else put a IJr!ce/

v‘

|

|
?
/i

“fhat time the city ap-
?lea committee to ccm.sulty w%?h
'. eope and to report back |
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POPULATION | g
“ITY PURCHASES )it 8

y taking the law in their own hands and

royed. B
it with force and mob rule, these people make it
it is

'or negotiations to be undertaken, yet
that the destruction of property must cease
Mr. Percy Hammon! Jesso! But we did not notice 7 ¥
thing denunciation” (?) that you had anything to ‘
e damnable tactics of the big city of Los Angeles f
> Owens Valley, and, without as much as saying,  f
ve,” just because it thought it had the law on its {
o : ; 3 \way the water from the settlers in that district. C
o : | o A 1 ler’s tactics at present, possibly may pe unlawiul, L
o ; o . that instead of shutting off the water, they should ;,
\atience and await the slow processes of our courts s
hat they have rights in the premises.
's not the way this republic was founded.
.er the Boston Tea Party! ,
s the Pajaronian is on the side of the folks up in C
; country. We hope the Los Angeles people will ach’ - L
oht that the people in the ™

matter. It is only Tig
iy should be compensated for their great loss in e
o T

Y d of that water—for we look on it as nothing less than 2t
ybbery, on the part of Los Angeles! =
have confidence in the good sense and fairmess of o -

0’\/\

)
>

|
; e = geles people. We feel sure that on sober second o,
; o > y will realize that they cannot afford to stand out e
| = =0/¢ ——— (= == ican opinion as despoilers of an inoffensive lot of "o 2
| Committee of Qwens valley women presenting proposals to members of board o}-—;‘u.blic —orvice commissioners. L ln v ters, and that they will deal justly with the Owens Lidnl
'; | yight, M7s. Walter Best, Mrs. S. A. Winterton, Mrs. Franle Dutler, Mrs. Walter H. Walker, Mrs. G- % onderhetde, rs.—Bd. Pajaronian).
‘ | Comimissioners Baker, Whitsett and Del Valle. %3 E
o : gL NUYS B Pl (o war of Inyo has come to an end or at least it
Conditions SO Jiate publication: has teached the armistice stage. The purpose of the farmers
he public to their causes for

!
rights are We were wrong.
was {0 attract the attention of t

?Omplaint and they certainly succee
jarred gut of its smug complacency and step

e has come whenijm
control our hu:-r mnchers ) business

f the Los Angeles

In the light fo save their homes «iour ehildren, who by
from the ('ll(‘r‘fh’ll"'““‘-"“f‘S of Los An- [entitled to the gentle infiuences of a |worse. Now the tim
weles the women of Owens valley | happy home, are made victims of | we can no longer

the State Federa- |[the tense bitterncss ‘hat has been | bands. ;
“They are fighting to protect us, gates (0]

ded. Even Los Angeles was
s will now be taken
on a fair basis.

have called upon
i tion of Women's Clubs for assist- forced into our lives. They look at ‘ s,
s o v, e ok 2 il T e 06, i gpate $18000 NEEL {10 st tne ait ;
fercongae du S5 " sommercial organizations Th“l‘lSE the differences with the farmers
& ynarmed demonstration proved effective evel though

of. some- | behind them.
i Ask Only Justice » yoices of l)l'OteSt

4 ‘o ask is justice from the] e
: All we ‘.151\ i 'H, \L‘L.l_. f1°C r‘n.! } 1 _',-Amerlcanlsm.”
city. Our demands are fair. il OS] A
lands and watermaob have been fruitless,
Ti1e Department of Public

' ance.
‘ / The request o {he parent organ- minds will not permit

lization follows an appeal made 1o ih_c:;g“,mL Bt -they do Jinow ih
|| board of public service commissioners | thing is wrons.
] \b_v Mrs. G. vonderheide of Bishop, | “Kven schools where many oI
o Federation | {hem should be arc closed. It is &
hat the commis- | grave injustice that we can no longer | 4

| then we wilk give them to her.

against e
. ey the law.—Santa Barbara PTess.

o

| willing to let ‘ce bak e.a.l

ners de- |

\ngeles needs our
i ;

cide who was responslble. Thec city |

!

district chairman of th

of Women's Clubs, t
Ilsion announce its policies at once or | tolerate. ‘ L 7 ‘
| the women would be forced to sup- K o it ey | is nsking a great deal of us to sacri-ad grave fear is held that \| 5 ;
. ; | e {ept Dangers Secreb ek 2 ¥ 92 0 et Sipe] e AN 1 has nothing to fear from any i
port the men in drastic actlon. , fice our homes but we are Wi ling top a result of the 3 egal |\ partial investigation. The s
«Qur husbands long as0 sensed | do so. DBut in return we do think | 1 |city has pursued ‘shouldm‘i‘lr&: E-h:
§ strengthened rather ihan Weakened!
£

| presenting her plea
| derheide said: the danger but carefully kept their) we are entitled to fair play and anig the Commercial Board \«—— these insti
Loy 5 : K A L - o 3y : ) et g 7 1 g X stitutions. The city has spent
he {ime has come when we can | Know edge from us. Gradually we immediate answer as to what 1s eX-| the state 1egislatm'e and $12,000,000 buying land in o£ens
no Jonger stand idly by and see our too, began to learn, hecause our hus- | pected from us. Unless this is done ! 5 e X:“EY in the last four years and the
!honnc:s destroyed, our children de. | bands were breaking under the|we will be driven to desperation. sued 2 scathing denuncias \ acé’o‘f’ni’;“’;‘édah‘;};;ﬁit s.'}me yery nico
| prived of their schools and our hus. | strain.  Then came the time when| “PDesperate men someiimes do ployed by the mob. His | roll in Owens Valley Is %ﬁog{ggopsg
bands' business ruined. we were confronted with the true drastic things. e hope that such ‘ 555?,’%3;“%;’5’ tmﬁx also should have
Policy Unnecessary facts. Ru.mmion and ruination alone | will not be necessary in this case. ic that law d_to the prospRrlalics t.ne
The ruthless policy that has been Wz}'?\\?ta?mg podnhortace But if the great city of Los Angeles Je controversy is & ;
~ £ ! ’ 1 e -1 . r ratlc -1
adopted was so unnecessary. Jf the el always prided ourselves | fails to make a sincers attempt tozluable property is beins
aroat clty of Los Angeles b (])3:1 tom patience and our endurance. | give us justice then our men may
carried out its original plans our lit- rel;hi‘]lle otlm({: C‘}?}n1e when we could | find it necessary to securc justice in
tle valley would still be green ar strain our feelings no longer. their own ways
o > 1d VKT 2 5 s J Vays.

o ewerous, Tnstead of that it s now | to g\]\ ith j& omen crying themselves “1f that time comes, whaiever our |
being turned back to desert. People | of ;(f‘(;?attft mgi'ht} children deprived | hushbands may do, they will find 11\‘\
e heine ation; homes for whic s s s 3 :

ill:;t being forced away. Houses|fought '311‘]1(....‘10?1 e;nflm \\111g1]1111.1ty fighting shoulder to shroulder with
i e h sav ing S For . 4
voicegnsge hresoun?ed with the happy | taken fromaathcm' 'm?lu ("i( e tl']“ 2 i(.n the protection ol our\ 1 s e
5 a amilies ar ; ; g a yusiness | homes.’
i dec;);)j};;m;hes are now sl- | ruined, is it any \,\'onder ithat our QI CE I St
men have reached the stage of des-

Mrs. NVon-

) bufzks.

“The city has encouraged indus-
trinl dovelopment of every sort. Be-
 sides providing light for the towns. f
‘we have sold power to the Imaustrial
plants at prices about the same &s
d in Los Angeles and these in-

P
{n Bishop Thursday, and he Is
t of touch with the situation. /

“Business too has suffered. Once | peration?
we were approaching financial i ' ;
al inde- CNnT :
pendence but now it is a struggle {o " comfo 'ttl i % I!O]d R o anc AT, N

meet the necessities of life. ort them with statements that hasss of the Long-

conditions may change for the better. pB:rc:;:g c%?xtml o;a:;::eh%sa give %ggg

and incrense -m(:;v.terlallydltés lﬁdg;ga.

in the Bishop's’ reek and Owen V=
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Two Cents

Abandoned

North Inyo School, Near Town of Laws. Probably
Will Be Closed for Lack of Pupils.

ITY WATER DEVELOPMENT|

Abandonad Home of Fred Snorky, Near Laws.

(LETS GET AT THE REAL FACTS |

Yesterday The Record told the story of the dynamiting

| of the Loq Angeles aqueduct. The Recm]fd 'wis.lies to ?'e{
peat 'tha,t ws motwe in this matter is to help Los Angeles

procure a safe and adequate water supply. No good can
[ be done this comamunity by covering up or twisting the
| fucts, as has been done in the past. Big interests are fight-
| ing a battle for many millions. The people pay for all
| this. ‘ Also, a great section of the state, and a country that
| Los Angeles netds for its future prosperity, is being de-
‘strayggl. The Record belicves that only by telling the truth

! g]mt-;«hqs;begn suppressed can the people of Los Angeles
’Izig;g'bmmon clearly. Today’s article tells the story

le of the Owens valley anhere Tuve Amaoleo roda

Greek restaurant—that is all. If there is such a

thing in this country as an American community,
the Owens river valley section is it.

FOUGHT INDIANS FOR LANDS |

. Fifty or sixty years ago these people fough -
dians for their lands. The Piutes are a figititntgher::e
themselves, and there were many battles before the set-
tlers acquired the privilege of living in this valley. Most
of the-old Indian fighters are dead, but there are some
of them left. Many men of the valley are their sons.
The fighting spirit of the jioneer tv re still lies alase to

-

The water officials of Los Angeles have said that

the Owens valley people are merely trying to hold up

the city for big prices for their ranches. In some indi-

vidual cases this may be true but in, general it is not.

The city’s water authorities go on this basis: “Well, this

is more than any one else will pay you. Take it or leave
it. If we ever make you another offer, it will be less.”

This has been done time and again. A rancher, if

he refuses to sell, sees some of his neighbors sell and

get out. The land reverts to sage brush, the water in

the irrigating ditch—the ditch that he and his neigh-

( HOWL.A EMPTIES HOMES |

DO YOU WONDER THAT SUCH PEOPLE FEEL
THEY ARE FIGHTING FOR THEIR HOMES AND
THEIR EXISTENCE? 0 3 ;

Do you wonder at such instances as the following

In one conference of these pt_:oph? an old man aros
“Gentlemen,” he said, “I am an old man, over
1 have not very long to live anyway. If there is
dangerous work to be done at any time, let me

And this from another rancher: “If they se
injunction on me to prevent me from using mj
they may get my water, but they will have ti
too. I have a pile of rocks picked out wh
them off as long as possible. | have a
of ammunition. That »sile of rock w
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- Abandoned Home of Henry Elan.

Yard of Abandoned Home of the Widow McCrosky.

OTOS SHOW DECAY IN WAKE

North Inyo School, Near Town of Laws.
Will Be Closed for Lack of Pupils.

OF CITY WATER DEVELOPMENT|

Probably

Abandoned Home of Fred Snorky, Near Laws.

|

TLETS GET AT THE REAL FACTS |

Yesterday The Record told the story of the dynamiting
of the Los Angeles aqueduct. The Record wishes to re-
peat that its motive in this matter is to help Los Angeles
procure a safe and adequate water supply. No good can
be done this community by covering up or twisting the
facts, as has been done in the past. Big interests are fight-
ing a battle for many millions. The people pay-for all
this. Also, a great section of the state, and a country that
Los Angeles neéds jor its future prosperity, is being de-
stroyed. The Record belicves that only by telling the truth
that has been suppressed can the people of Los Angeles
judge this situation clearly. Today's article tells the story
of the people of the Owens valley, where Los Angeles gets

its jz_c'at.e-r supply.

—
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The plea of the people of Owens val-
ley in Inyo county, through which flows the
aqueduct, is that the people of Los Angeles
listen to their side of the story. The Record
today prints that story.

What kind of folks are these people
who dynamited the aqueduct? Are they
ignorant, vicious, anarchistic, as some Los
Angeles officials claim?

Inyo is the second largest county in
California in area, San Bernardino being
the largest. It has the highest percentage
of farms operated by owners, with one ex-

ception—Sonoma county. Ithasbeen call-
ed the Switzerland of America, and some
day, with its immense mountain ranges, in-
numerable lakes and creeks, its hills, its
game and fish, it will be the playground of
the west. ;

men to war.

Red Cross quotas.

born persons in the entire section.
or five Japanese in Bishop,

The entire county of Inyo has about 8,000 pop-
ulation. It sent a very high percentage of its young
It over-subscribed the early Libery
bond issues so far that the promoters of the drive
had to stop them for fear they’d have no money left
for later ones. They exceeded in each case their
The American Legion is very
strong in the valley. There are almost no foreign-
There are four
a Chinese laundry, and a

Greek restaurant—that is all. If there is such a
thing in this country as an American community,
the Owens river valley section is it.

| FOUGHT INDIANS FOR LANDS

Fifty or sixty years ago these people fought the In-
dians for their lands. The Piutes are a fighting race
themselves, and there were many battles before the set-
tlers acquired the privilege of living in this valley. Most
of the.old Indian fighters are dead, but there are some
of them left. Many men of the valley are their sons.
The fighting spirit of the pioneer type still lies close to
the surface.

‘These people face an enforced migration. Grad-
ually they are being driven from their homes. There
are miles of fields, once fertile, now desolate. Farm-

houses, still showing the years of work and care that
went into the making of homes, are now abandoned
windows broken, doors swinging in the wind. These are
facts that any one caring to travel a little off the main
road can see.

Worse than that, from a community where a door
was never lecked, where a man’s word was good and
where trickery was the exception, not the rule, it hes
become a district where people now suspect each other.
They never know which neighbor, breaking under the
strain, will sell out to the city. They are afraid to
s;_:eak openly to each other; relative is set againsi rela-
tive.

[ CITY HIRES SECRET AGENTS

The city of Los Angeles has its supporters in the
valley. There are, as in all communities, different fac-
The city has hired as secret agents some of the
valley people who work on the fears and hopes of
others. Along with this work of their arents, the offi-
cials who have dictated the city’s polic; in this mat-
ter have filed many lawsuits in the valley. There is a
maze of them, pro and con. Obviously the city, rich
and powerful, has the advantage in these suits. Jl"./los.t
of the ranchers are now too poor to take even this
means of protest. They are too dispirited to work their
crops as they should. The sole topic of conversation is
water.

The policy of the city’s representatives end agents
these people say, has been that of a big and 1-uthless,
corporation rather than that of a great city. There i1s
no question at all that these agents have resorted to
trickery, sharp practice and shrewd bargaining, all
legal erfough, perhaps, but nevertheless diszredital;le

It is this method the city of Los Angeles m'l.JSt
cBange if it wants to protect the water supply it now
has, for desperation is something that cannot be rea-
soned with and these people are nearing desperation.

tions.
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(" THOW L. A. EMPTIES HOMES
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The water officials of Los Angeles have said that
the Owens valley people are merely trying to hold up
the city for big prices for their ranches. In some indi-
vidual cases this may be true but in general it is not.
The city’s water authorities go on this basis: “Well, this
is more than any one else will pay you. Take it or leave
it. If we ever make you another offer, it will be less.”

This has been done time and again. A rancher, if
he refuses to sell, sees some of his neighbors sell and
get out. The land reverts to sage brush, the water in
the irrigating ditch—the ditch that he and his neigh-
bors built—is diverted. His own supply is carefully
watched by the city agents. The land decreases in value
because it is community value that builds up farmlands.

He can still stay there and make a living, perhaps,
but the threat of the city hangs over him. Something
may happen to take away his supply of water—a law-
suit is always just over his daily horizon. He feels it
would be better to take what he can get and quit.

And there is no sale except to the city; no one else
wants his place. He sells to the city at less than he was

fivst offered. The money he receives is just about enough
to pay the money he owed at the bank and the other
debts. He packs up his personal belongings, gathers his
family and leaves. An American of the best type prob-
ably turned into a revolutionist at heart.

——

| MILLIONS GIVEN SPECULATORS:[

e —

It is indeed a strong-hearted person who can see
these abandoned farms, the product of 25, 30, 40 or 50
years’ hard labor, with the peculiar home atmosphere
found only in pioneer sections, without feeling the trag-
edy of it. y

The accusation of water officials that these people
are trying to hold up the city and make money out of
their holdings is, on the whole, ridiculous. Most of
them did not want to sell at all. These places were
their homes. There are associations and work in such
communities that make people dislike to leave.

And if they did make a profit, what then? Could
not the city be generous enough to pay them one—es-
pecially when official Los Angeles freely gave millions
to the big land speculators in San Fernando valley who
were €nricked from the water taken from Owens valley?

DENY THAT IF YOU CAN, GENTLEMEN, YOU
wHO TRY TOo BEAT DOWN A FARMER, who alone

and siP8le-handed, has cleared eighty acres, planted it
to alfalfa ang fruit trees, built his share of the irrigating
ditch, ¥ebt up his home, even to the extent of putting
in flo¥ers and 5 small patch of lawn; paid his taxes,
sent hi% children to school, and now faces ruin!
% You want to see any such cases”
They are there to be seen.
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DO YOU WONDER THAT SUCH PEOPLE FEEL
THEY ARE FIGHTING FOR THEIR HOMES AND
THEIR EXISTENCE? -

Do you wonder at such instances as the following?
In one conference of these people an old man arose.

“Gentlemen,’” he said, I am an old man, over seventy;
I have not very long to live anyway. If there is any real
dangerous work to be done at any time, let me do it.”
And this from another rancher: “If they serve an
injunction on me to prevent me from using my water,
they may get my water, but they will have to get me
too. I have a pile of rocks picked out where I wiil stand
them off as long as possible. I have a rifle and plenty
of ammunition. That pile of rock will be a good place

to cash in.”
BANKERS NEVER FORECLOSE |

How then, have the ranchers, with land values slip-
ping, with no courage to increase their crops, nearly all
owing money, managed to exist?

Most of the business interests of the town of Bishop
—the largest town of the valley, with a population of
sixteen hundred—are in the same boat with the ranch-
ers, and in the Bishop community they have all stuck
pretty well together.

W. W. and Mark Q. Watterson, brothers and rich
men, bankers of the community, to whom many owe
money, have never foreclosed a single mortgage. Bank-
ers are bankers and, like other business memn, are not in
business for their health, but there are some human bus-
iness men and some human bankers. The Wattersons
belong to that class.

They collect their interest, undoubtedly, or as much
as they can get, but they have not foreclosed although
they could have made vastly more money through sell-
ing foreclosed lands and water rights to the city.

Like all successful men, they have their enemies,
but as a class the ranchers and business men of the sec-
tion give them most of the credit for keeping the com-
munity from financial bankruptcy at a time when no
outside money can be raised.

* & *

* & ®

WOMEN BACK INYO RANCHERSJ

What about the women of this half-strangled
country? As a matter of fact, the women are the real
force back of the opposition to the city’s agents and offi-
cials. The Inyo County Federation of Women’s clubs
brought the matter to the attention of the Los Angeles
women’s clubs. It may come as a surprise to scme to
learn that they have women’s clubs in that country, but
they have, and the intelligence and education of their

individuals and their organization is of high type. They
[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE]
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know what is going on in the outside world; they know
their rights and they are willing to fight for them,

Mrs. O. C. Houghton, president of the Inyo County
Federation of Women’s clubs, called the matter to the
attention of the Los Angeles organization, and Mrs. M.
C. Linernan was appointed chairman of an investjgating
comunittee of the Los Angeles clubs. Mrs. Lineman
stated in a letter, in reply to the resclutions sept from
the Inyo women to the Los Angeles women, that Mr.
Mulhofland had informed them that Inye county was
not suitable for agriculture; that the people of that sec-
tion had found their mistake in buying ilands in that
section and were desirous of selling out and leaving the
country.

Reply was made to this by W. W, Watterson on |
April 5, 1924, {

In his reply, sent to Mrs. Houghton, he said: “This
is an old farming community. The first farms were es-
tablished in the early sixiies and land has risen geadily
in value.

“Such statements as made by Mr. Mulholiand are
absolutely false and are intended to mislead his people.
He has committed grave engineering mistakes here. He
has built an aqueduct at a cost of many million dollars
and provided no storage to keep it filled. This is a grave
mistake in a country that is subject to drouths as is the
western coast. i

“_HE HAS DESTROYED A WEAKER COMMUN- | the city has been more active than ever in buying lands,
ITY WITHOUT JUST COMPENSATION TO IT3 PEO- acquiring water rights and turning farms into desert.
PLE and where it was not necessary to do so as THE | E Tha fivat. & A .7 Hetvr o S Shed e
WATERSHED SUPPLIES AMPLE WATER TO IRRI- | e R e o e L e e O
GATE ALL FARMS IN THE VALLEY AND K.EEP THE |
AQUEDUCT FILLED ALL THE YEAR, IF IT WERE | cently when a delegation from the Los Angeles Cham-
PROPERLY STORED.” ber of Commerce made a trip to the valley following a

] The women in their h01n95, secing t’r}ese home.s conference between the Bishop Chamber of Commerce
sllpplng.;,lx-wayf fr'om Ctlhem,dseelmg th.e schools that their and members of the Los Angeles organization. These
‘Miss Helen McGuinness of Beverly Hills as beauty, the bride, and Loren \\".. ;::é‘.\l‘;l‘r:;;m{;esﬂcfcerg grabua ly gcuag to drun thrglig}j Los Angeles men were J. S. Nickerson, M. Elsasser, John

Babeock as industry, the bridegroom, in unique symbolical ceremony at pupils—seeing 1t become more and more diffi . -

Home of Holsum. ¢ ; cult to make both ends meet—these women turn to the | C. Austin, C. 5. Whitcomb and W. C. Dormer.

men and ask them what they are going to do about it. They were entertained and escoried through the

Miss Ruth Siifer is making ready for any possible bandits who mighi mo-
lest- her. Here you see her taking aim dering a lesson in the rifle class
being conducied for girls at Temple university, Philadelphia, Pa.

upon the farming area of Owens valley in order to in-
crease its water supply. However, in 1823 and 1924,

.

side of the city’s water officials and agents came re-

Typifying the successful union of [Miss Van Nuys, Miss Venice, Miss ¢, o L : e
Beauty and Industry in Southern|Zelzah and Miss Tujunga, carried S e Val.le_,f. Tl‘.le busmes.s‘ me!.l of B-IShOP say they are well
California’s profram for balanced | graceful baskets filled with spring| satisfied with the evident intention of these men to learn
prosperity, an unique, symbolical |({lowers. 3 HO N BIG 'D]:NE VV'AS FU[NED ) . b ~
wedding was celebrated at Holsum Their lovely frocks in attractive ‘ 1 1 i _iJ i l somethmg of the truth E:‘nd do the sepate t!-un_g' T.hey e 5 S 1 x 5 -
House, Beverly Hills, Wednesday [pastel shades and tones were well |\ ;| have hopes that someihing will come of this investiga- \l\ ho 5(0110((1.11(} (S)pml)dl so%.A P((]‘l‘hilﬁ?‘ .\L:;‘Culla .-\rntolg (l;-;l-l])( and Chorl-ung
night. set off by the black suits of the 18 f g : i 0, £ i o .eonard (right), slyly observed pulling them on at the Biltmore hosiery

Just one illustration of wholesale dissolution: The tion by men outside of the water department. e

One thousand invited guests at-|ushers.
tended, including leaders in Southern| “A Dance of Joy,”” by the Tarle| town of Big Pine, cverlooking a valley which sweeps

California’s civic, social, industrial | Wallace dancers preceded the wed- for endless miles to the north and south, looked down

and artistic circles. ding ceremony. Mr. Gage Christopher ; o .
‘T'he ceremony marked the formal [played the clergyman. The ceremony upon on the east by 'the great White m_ountalfls and on
opening of the new half-million dol-|was sung, Instead of spoken, the| the west by the granite crags of the Palisades is, or was,

lar House of Holsum the Third, [words and music having been created| a peaceful, prosperous and contented community. it too
which is locafed on Santa Monica [for the event. They included vows has a Legion hall—a fine new building—and 2 new
boulevard and Alpine drive, Beverly |of greater service to mankind in 4 5 P

school constructed by voting a bond issue of one hun-

Hills. Southern California.
Moonlight and Spoilights Inspect Plant dred thousand dollars.
The wedding was held out of doors, | The wedding supper was served The city bought the land controlling the MCNaHy
with the pale June moonlight lending | following the ceremony, with the| ditch to the north of them. The headgate of this diich
thchantment to a scene of unusualiprige and groom presiding. Later in| was closed and the water went into the Owens river—
beauty and interest. Gay lanterns|the evening guests enjoyed dance also into the Big Pine ditch which irrigates the farm

Jit the darker corners, while during|music furnished by the well known A A
the service spotlights were advan-|+Packard Six"* orchestra. lands around Big Pine. There was a shortage of water
Lageously employed. ; Dhe latest methods and equipment| im the river. The Big Pine ranchers took from the Big

The bride, Beauty, was attired iInljnown to the baking industry have| Pine ditch th t of wa 3 o
i gorgous silver brocade gown With 41 heen installed in the new FHouse of it entitlede a}’;}(::;fore inrko wl'luchdt.l:iey were la\y.
beputful real lace vell.‘ bh‘e carried | Holsum, ana guests found much in hi : N 2 " nge e'sb id not g€ this
fovely shower bouquet. The honor |(pese inspection tours to interest| water which it wanted fo# the San Ferrdando Vfll“’lc" gy
7 %1: ff”ﬁe“wmt{f"é' d;J.B/’l’.JSS - Beverly (ihem. Los Angeles engineers tried to get this MdNally
/s"" was conferred by the commun- ditch water past the Big Pine ditch. THE BIG PINE
ity on Miss Helen McGuinness, th (4944 > 1 i
davghter of bir. ana . J. 7. .| § RAISES $300,000 | RANCHERS WENT OUT WITH RIFLES AND SHOT-
GUNS AND DROVE OFF THE CITY WORKERS,

S

Guinness. The groom, Industry, A tantde g : :
: partment store heads and 5
/ gzllfu;? %”' st 11\11-. Loran Wi Baban foota i alvldiials: had made dona: ! The city then started to buy them out and finally
Ei:‘;tc(:lg;f?&ebmdj i 130125 ;ﬂn&'il;g fhr:mflg.mﬂito $2500,| did so. These farmers seem to have been united. Any-
i e the Navy ¥, M. C. A. drive total| way the city had to pay one million one hundr u-
Miss ¥sther M. Smith of Holly-|reached a figure slightly under $500,- o {l’ doll ryf ﬁoﬂl: 5; r:ie e T e d.Ed .thto
wood, the maid of honor, wore a|000, announced the chairman of the| S2R@ dollars for a Sanasiinblonsl g Lino distaol
: lovely frock of orchidf ehiffon cloth [drive, R. E. Ballard. Last spring not an acre of the forty-five hyndred ¥/ ;
mg carried a spray of {pfnk rosebuds| The campaign aims to collect one| acres under the Big Pine ditch was planted. There are ) % == =
and lavender sweet peas. milllon dollars. 0 crops in section. | (= Ay WA : ‘ : e A
Each of the 18 community brides- | 4 L Apd ththtat 3 t;_. Bia Pi onrivediofith s R e % ] = y RS
malds, including Miss Burhank, Miss TEMPERATURE 5 K L e A P ML e ] S TSy 2 : : » : :
g?atgxonh,- Miss Culver. City, Miss e is left with no means of support, with the debt of one. =0 U WS : M ONEY"’ B ACK Gu A
ilendale, the two Misses : Wenther—Fai t ; ' 1 = ' om Lo ; !
i ngmhm:, ;’gmwiﬁgmgg ".,'“"“5:‘" r:%m‘{:trh':aogmiw yarm ﬁundred thousand dol_la_rs, for its new school, and with =\ “\E“:B\_\c — € : = —\ &, % 3 &Y
4 Miss Owensmouth, Miss Teseda, | | Avertcordz, o> = the morning, ;lw several hundred citizens stranded, excep;.‘l for suc = e\ : - \ o
R Miss Sherman, Miss Sawtelle, Miss Hottest Spoi—Needles, 114, ittle trade they can get from tourists going hunting °or ' g
P Coldest Spot—>dodenn, 44, it it s ' : T
M"” Miss San Fornando, | 4 est Spo ena, +| fishing in the nearby mountains. Our alleg g« titors” e A olir cuitoriers it Clothes e
g (] competitors  say that we cannot give DA A G
: i » A ¥ - Fal BORE
Rl Ly % & Spt ¥ Valuee We Ff‘v A i)' Wﬁ | B "_.,.n v T s "F . it -v _)’iq.’ A
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wedding was celebrated at ;| have hopes that something will come of this investiga- |“Who stole dad’s plaid sox?’
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e S < S ?\-a: sung, instead of spoken, the the west by the granite crags of the Palisades is, or was,

: 8 w half-million dol- 5
: opening of the ne words and music having been created | & peaceful, prosperous and contented community, [t too

lar House of Holsum the Third, 4 : : - L
which 18 located on Santa Monica|for the cvent. They included vows|{ has a Legion hall—a fine new building—and a new

voulevard and Alpiae drive, Beverly cs:imgzﬁteéa H?ggii;e to mankind in| (b3 Constructed by voting a e
- i - ' housand dollars. '
Jeonlight and Spotlights Inspect Plant dred t ' .

o v The city bought the land controlling the McNally

The wedding was held out of doors, | The wedding supper was served i lcNe
with the pale June moonlight lending | following the Dceremon_v, with the ditch to the north of them. The headgate of this ditch

nehantment to a scene of unusuallpride and groom presiding. later in| was closed and the water went into the Owens viver—
?iu\:gv émiein‘::eor::;s C:f‘-_x“;agt‘?;ﬁz the evening gugs{s Smay_ﬂ?\ ‘j"‘“:\“'e also into the Big Pine ditch which irrigates the farm
it the darker ) music furnished by the well knowni y. o4 - vound Big Pine. There was a shortage of water

the service spollights were advan-|“Packard Six' orchestra. 2 2 g . 3 1 k fr .
tazeously employed. The latest methods and equipment| 10 the river. The Big Pine ranchers took from the Big

_The bride, Beauty, Was aulired in lxnown to the baking indusity have| Pine ditch the amount of water to which they were law-
& gorgous silver brocade gown “"“‘_‘s been installed in the new House of| fylly entitled. Therefore, Los Angeles did not ga this
begutiful teal lacs veil, She carried | Holsum, and guests found much W} aper which it wanted for the San Ferdanido Wil

.

- vely shower bouguel. ‘The honor[these inspection tours to interest = 3 . g
of { impersonating *"Miss . Beverly ithem. Los Angeles engineers tried to get this McNally
Hilks’" was conferred by the commun- ditch water past the Big Pine ditch. THE BIG PINE

i 3 McGuinness, tl £ o HOT
ihvonwnes waren Btcoumess, 1) Y RAISES §500,000 | RANCHERS W o E OFF WITHERIDTES SRR

Guinness. The groom, Industry,| After department store heads and :

Holsum 111, was Mr. Loren W. Bab-| o joato individuals had made doma-| The city then started to buy them out and finally

cock of Les Angeles. : tions ranging from $10,000 to $2500,| did so. These farmers seem to have been united. Any-
Eighteen Bridesmaids the Navy Y. M. C. A. drive total| way, the city had to pay one million one hundred thou-

e : 3 Sl f o Jiehily <500, 8 - R 3 g ?
Miss Esther M. Smith of Holly-|reached a figsure slightly under 500 54 dollars for all the lands in the Big Pine district.

wood, the maid of hpnor, wore a 000, announced the chairman of the 3 S :
Jovely frock of orchidjchiffon cloth drive. R. E. Ballard. Last spring n_°t an acre of the forty-five hundred
Sne carriod & spray offink rosebuds| The campaign aims fo collect one} acres under the Big Pine ditch was planted. There are

and lavender sweel peas. million dollars. 1 no crops in that section.
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Each of the 18 community brides-; + + e 128 ' f the ranch
maids, including Miss Burbank, Miss TEMPERATURE i ;ind_the fown oF B’;-’ rine, t‘feprx‘z);d_;) Ldebt i es, S
Ciateworth Miss Culvér.City, Miss ; is lef¢ with no means of support, wit the de one. . s \
Glendale, the two Misses Hollywood, “.;_Tﬁ’,‘::"i‘;};{{‘,‘t";,,’,ﬁ“‘}ﬁrﬁf,““.-‘" Rar hundred thousand dollars, for 1fs new school, and with < CLOTHES™D \C, g \ Q"% Tk
Miss Lankershim, Miss, Montrose, | | ably fox or clouds in (he “morning. its several hundred citizens stranded, except for such 2 @‘»_\,%\—\ TR 4
AT - ey verage—62, - . . J ~
:\\1‘,"5 Owensmouth, Miss Resedsa, Hottest Spoi—Needles, 114. little trade they can get from tourists going huniing or ; TN
Aiss Sherman, Miss Sawtelle, Miss| | Coldest Spot—>Modena, 44. fishi . } b St
Santa Monica, Miss San Fernando, | + +| fishing in the nearby mountains. 0 e o Sy :
Sar s A ur alleged “competitors” say that we cannot give our customers the Clothes 0
i Values we advertise! We know they cannot—but WE not only can—WE DO! “"V}
‘ A MOV AQK TR FAIR (C W That’s why we have Thousands of Satisfied Customers 1 i ia! oy ¢
(" ALLTHEY ASK ISFAIRPRICE | Thseevby ; sfied Customers in Souther Californial Ly dETmy
e s 3 ; ; ! A
L nY %a.v, half Y u,pR clothes cost by buying “The Wear of TWO suits for the i L: = A\
‘ What is the answer? Price of One.” Come and see the largest stock of Snappy New Suitings in DR R RN
g It is this: The people of Owens river vgﬂley, as a | the West. All the latest fashionable weaves, In every desirable shade.
B : class, no longer expect or hope to kkeep their homes and 5! Lk o 0 i
: ranches. They are willing to pack up and get out. They Every Suit has Extra Pants F-R-E-E and Our Money-Back Guarantee,
e = realize t_ha_t the city can beat ihei_ﬁ:. in' two or thre.e years and costs.you less than most tailors ask for one-pants suits, too.
5 i longer, if its present policy of nibbling, harrassing and -
& t ] h 5 ’ d = /,_,\ f“- -
i ‘ it i tinued. T A t st 3 e o KD &~ st E ¢ 8 Sl A
i : - | lawsuiting is continued ey won’t stan for the water D ‘iff ),‘,_;:i) \m\qﬂ[lgjiw $ & [ﬂ'\) $ /J]@ $ D E
@ I oW rresse or Oneye i being taken away all at once, as the city recently tried S GAd B &REGaT f.‘:’)c:"..z T g Vi wp ]
; to'do when it asked for an injunction to prevent all ; ‘ - [ ? e fi2
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users of water flowing into Owens river from using this

k water. THIS INJUNCTION SUIT WAS POSTPONED.
come in and ‘Eau: with us. We lend TS LUCKY T WAS. IE IT HAD BEEN GRANTED,
money to salaried people of good repu- THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN CIVIL WAR.

$ation, and we lend at a reasonable rate. 1 The case, however, is to be tried on its merits and
EASY TO RER AN e S et eed is still ?ewnding and it h_as cast anothfsr cloud gver the
fo own property or other collateral for water rights o_f the people of that section. They will not
such a loan. No embarrassing conditions. stand for having the water tal

_ _ taken away from them in
No unnecessary red tape. Come in today this fashion, but they are willing to acknowledge that
and talk with us about the helpful Wim-

defeat will come eventually and they are ready to pack
A up, square their debts and gel out. " Lo ) .
sett System . s Bithey :fvant wha;: they consider arraic. for It .mahg.z-si?%‘bnm;\ you az‘le built! ENGLISH WOOLEN MILLS can tailor your next
S : o . : 2 pal il r px suit to fit YOU. Don’t take chances on getting a “misfit”’—Ilet us shoulder that
THE PECPLE F“\ANCE érﬂg JHR]FT Cor A their lands. They have, in effect, proposed the follow- responsibility—WE’LL take all the chances!

ing to men controlling the city’s water situation:
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If you are, and you do not have ths

¢ S
i banking conveniences, enjoyed by some, :

et Al ot

e s et

Every garment we make is designed by a Master S pecialist, from YOUR individual measure, in any

)

- it (13 . 2 Sl e L 8
]l"SOf\‘ ”‘:f""_““‘”“ S Stop spying and undermining; take away the se- style you wish. Export tailors in our own Daylight W orkshops build Style and Character into your clothes,
EA N. Western Ave. cret agents and name the lands you want. Leg e price ustn? :LGII_GL“"]B L:""lllplgs ﬂ\n{d T"ir“r"i"gs only. Compare the garments WE make with those costing
. Louis Melczer, President. 3 be set by an impartial commission.” ‘ muc ‘}-:rs : }1/‘\::'_”;0 ﬂoux Tailor.
H. L. Rosenberg, Vice-President ! 1 T 3+ = p i L R Lo (S LD 1 &
Edward A. Melczer, Secy—NManager B The pOllC] Of the city E.‘;gcnt" at present 156 tO, buy
: ranches and destroy them without respect to the effect
Office Hours— 9 AM. to 5 P.AL; Monday Eve., 6 to 9 P.M. | on values of other farm property in the communit‘j, ‘ g
: or without consideration for the loss that fa]ly on the ; gl B
: e e : : 3 . ; . R g & ' 8 G
CHARACTER plus EARNING ABILITY business of the town, due to turning the gypporting S W Y e LR A
i . ; ; country into a desert. They propose that the yalley be IR s ENTIRE.S LOOR
: is a proper basis for cerdit I S e e ctivel R e valley L Y] SRS
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At different times the people of the v lley have
been assured that the city would not encroaihegm-ther
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o BISHOP BANKERS 'THE OWENS VALLEY CRISIS|

> UNDER NEW FIRE

2 - %z}xltastyopl;f has ovfer-t]aken ?Wﬁns Valley. .

3 1 . e simultaneous failure of all the wvalley’s five banks,
ko Friedlander Curbs Pert-mt ofione weak ago today, has brought to pass a condition di)f'lixgulst'
» Watterson Enterprise ..|of comprehension to those unfamiliar with the financial situ-
4 atlton of 1sol}§lted communities whose economic life is depend-

Lo ‘ent upon the uninterrupted circulation of : ively
\“‘g\\ Irregularities : Declared smajl sum of money. g TR
\‘5\\ g Found in Books The Watterson banks at Bishop, Lone Pine, Big Pine

Inyo County Financiers Up

\ for Hearing Today

N
(s
&y

b,

While Mark and W. W. Watterson,
filnancial powers of Inyo county., were
preparing to appear before Justice

of Peace Patterson in Bishop today
for preliminary hearing on forty-
three felony counts, mostly of em-
~ bezzlement, an order was issued yes-
~ terday by Siate Corporation Com-
. issloner Friedlander suspending the
% permit of the Coso Hot Springs, Inc.,
% of the Watterson enterprises.

e

-

)

S

and Independence were in absolute control of the wvalley’s
finances. They had deposits aggregating something less than
$2,000,000. Outside of some loose change in individual tills
and pockets these deposits represented substantially all the
money in the valley. So long as it remained liquid and sub-
ject to checking in and out it was ample for the valley’s com-
mercial needs.

But when all these banks closed their doors simultane-
ously, without warning and in the middle of a business day,
this money went instant]y out of circulation. * If cash is the
lifeblood of a2 community, it was as though the valley’s heart
had suddenly stopped beating.

UP TO LOS ANGELES

I

The order suspending the hot
springs company’'s permit was tssued1
by Commissioner Friedlander after
receiving a report from Col. B. A.|
Whittaker, chief auditor of the de-
partment, that examination of the
books has indicated irregularities. The
books of the company were selzed
last Tuesday.

At the same time the State Cor-
7 poration Commissioner’s office indi-
J cated the possibilily that the permit
S of Watterson Bros., Inc., will be sus-

pended today. It was learned that
the action suspending the permit
was delayed yesterday because certain
data in the hands of Arthur E. John-
son, deputy auditor for the depart-
ment, were not avallable here. Mr.
Johnson reported irregularities in the
books of that concern, according to
Commissioner Friedlander, and recom-
mended the immediate suspension of
the permit. The needed information
is expected here today.

LOANS LISTED

Johnson declared In his report, ac-
cording to a statement from the Cor-
poration Commissioner's office, that
his Investigation shows the assets of
Watterson Brothers, Inc., have been
embezzled by the Wattersons, who,
he sald, had pledged securities be-
longing to the company for personal
loans. These securities, he said, in-
cluded fifty-two shares of Inyc Coun-
ty Bank stock pledged to the First
National Bank of Los Angeles; twen-
ty-five shares of Inyo County Bank
stock to Eliza Watterson estate; 300
shares of First National Bank of‘
Bisnop to the First Natlonal Bank of
Los Angeles and 120 shares of First |
National Bank of Bishop to C. T.
Crowell. |

All the investments of Walterson |
Brothers, Inc., are in the hands of
W. W. Watterson, according to John- |
son's report, and he added that 1250
shares of Southwest Hardware Com- |
pany stock and one share of Chalfant
Co-operative Power Company stock
are missing and unaccounted for.

Johnson's Investigatfon also dis-
closcd, according to the Corporation
Commissioner's statenmient, that Wat-
terson Brothers, Inc., had issued 7
per cent interest-bearing notes in the
nature of term certificates of de-
posit amounting to 81,047,227.22. This
action, Johnson reported, places the
company in the position of operat-
ing as a bank without & permit or a
charter from the State Superintend-
ent of Banks, The notes, Johnson re-
ported, constitute evidences of in-
debtedness, and it was probhably in-
cumbent upon the company to ob-
taln a Corporation Coramisslon per-
mit before issulng them. Depart-
ment records show no such permit,
the statement says.

Another charge made by the dep-
uty auditor is that the company 1s-
sued 1615 of its preferred shares to
liquidate lisbilities when thelr per-
mit provided issuances must be for
cash.

LY

VIOLATIONS CHARGED

Concerning the suspension of the
permit of the Coso Hot Springs, Inc.,
the report of Chief Auditor Whittak-
er shows that o partial examination
of the company books show that the
company has violated the permit by
issuing preferred stock to the Wat-
tersons in payment of Indebtedness’
and the issuance of common stock for
real estate rather than for good will
and trade marks. .

While the ¢ ‘rporation Commlipgsion
was taking its step toward restric~
tlon of the Watterson activities, Dist.-
Atty. Hesslon of Inyo county was
preparing to go before Justice Pat-
terson today ready for prellminary
examination elthough it was rumored
in Bishop that the Wattersons will
walve that right. |

Dist.-Atty. Hession declared last
night that he has all the facts in
hand and that he 18 prepared ‘to go
forward with the prosecution of the
gharges against the Wattersons irre-
gardless of what steps. they may take.
However, he said that he has . heard
of their proposed plan to appear
hofore Justice Patterson and walve
preliminary examination.

It was learned that the Wattersons
will be represented bY Attorney F. C.
Braucht at the hearing today but

(Continued on Page 2, Colummn 6) )

When checks are no good and currency cannot be had,
credit is short-lived. Within forty-eight hours business houses
in the valley towns had begun to close their doors. They
were willing enough to extend credit to their old customers
as far as they could but they had to have cash to pay their
own bhills, Their money was in the closed banks and the
wholesale houses naturally refused to accept their checks
on these banks, the future of which none can foresee. In the
face of the bank failures, the credit of these retailers evap-
orated overnight. r

With no money and no credit and with dealers in the '
necessities of life forced to suspend operations for lack of
goods and cash, the pinch of real hardship is upon the val-
Jey. Walled in by mountains on all sides, her communities
are interdependent and without neighbots on whom to call
for help—save Los Angeles.

It is up to Los Angeles.

If Owens Valley had been visited by flood, fire or earth-
quake whereby had been wrought but a small fraction of the
hurt which the failure of her banks has done, there would
be such a spontancous outpouring of sympathy and help from
her big sister to the south as would have forever erased any
misunderstandings between the communities.

MORTAL WOUNDS

Yet, barring actual loss of life, few natural calamities
could have inflicted upon the valley a wound so mortal. That
help has not already been forthcoming from Los Angeles
means nothing except that we have not understood the need
for it.

The means is simple and practicable enough. All that is
required is for some responsible organization such as the Los!
Angeles Chamber of Commerce to move immediately to re-|
establish individual and mercantile credit in the valley so that;
its business houses may survive the crisis and its residents
continue to be supplied with necessities. A small committee
of energetic, intelligent men with discretionary powers, co-
operating with the substantial men ol the valley, could bring
order out of the chaotic situation in forty-eight hours.

There are visible assets and bank deposits upon which
credits can Dbe based. In spite of the huge embezzlements
which wrecked the banks it is believed by investigators that
enough Watterson assets will be found so that the ultimate
loss to the depositors will be smaller than was first feared.
With the situation under competent direction all necessary
credit would be guaranteed. If necessary, scrip could be em-
ployed as a temporary substitute for currency.

There is no charity about it, nor any mawkish sentimen-
tality. Through no fault of theirs, a large number of innocent
people, good and solvent citizens, have been placed in tem-
poravy need of help which we can give them with no loss or
inconvenience to ourselves. To extend it without mental res-
ervation or ulterior motives is the only decent thing to do. To
fail to offer it would not only be discreditable but would be
against our own ultimate interests.

JUST MISUNDERSTOOD

It is true that, thanks chiefly to a few wrong heads on
both sides, relations between Owens Valley and Los Angeles |
have been strained. It is true that, in pursuance of a water
policy predicated on the needs of a metropolis, the city has
taken from the valley vital assets for some of which it has
paid generously and for others of which it has not paid at
all. Tt is true that there have been inequities which, unknown
to the bulk of the people of Los Angeles, have been magmﬁe’d
to the people of Owens Valley to a point where, in the latter's
eyes, the city has become a ruthless octopus, strangling and
destroying a helpless community. Tt is true that, inspired by
the incendiary anti-Los Angeles propaganda of the same ele-
ment which has now admitted wrecking the valley banks, val-
ley outlaws have repeatedly dynamited the Los Angeles Aque-
duct.

Between communities, @
ful source of hostility is mi
chief obstacle in the way o
differences between Los Ange

as between nations, the most fruit-
sunderstanding. It has been the
f an equitable settlement of the
les and the Owens Valley. Too
many valley people look upon Los Angeles as an aggregation
of soulless water hogs. Too many Los Angeles people look
upon Owens Valley as a community of bandit dynamiters.
Both sides are about 95 per cent wrong. )
Like the touch of nature, misfortune makes the world kl}l.
Aid offered without strings in an emergency and acccptqd in
the same spirit is a solvent for most m:sunderst;,mdmgs.
Owens Valley’s temporary hard luck is Los Angeles’ oppor-
tunity to demonstrate the spirit of friendship and neighborly
helpfulness that has always characterized this eity.



Both Sides Preparing for
Divorce Trial

Comedian Silent and Keeps
in Background

Settlement Rumors Persist
Despite Denials

Charles S. Chaplin continued in
seml-seculsion yesterday as his quin-
tet of attorneys from both coasts
launched into the final detalls of the
impending court fight with the
comedian’s girl wife, Lita Grey Chap-
lin.

The comedian, piloted about in a
massive sedan, pald a bvief visit to
his attorneys assembled in the office
of Loyd Wright, his personal legal
representative here, and then depart-
ed presumably for the beach, Later
:| 1t was learned he conferred again with
!l Nathan Burkan, who handles his
legal affairs in the East,

BLUNT DENIALS

é The massing of legal talent, headed

by Mr. Wright, Gavin McNab and Nat
Schmulowitz of San Francisco and
Charles E. Millikan, associate of Mr.
| Wright in the case, was attended by
|l an announcement that the case was
i not settled, was not on a verge of
/| settlement, was not even in the pro-

L

vorce fight will have to be taken to
court with all its sensational ele-
ments intact.

Mr. McNab stated bluntly that he
was not here with Mr. Schmulowitz
for any other purpose than to whip
the case into shape for trial.

“It s a complicated matter and it
requires a great deal of final prepa-
ration. We are busy reading over the
varlous legal documents and papers
and In doing everything necessary to
| put the case in shape for trial.”
|  Both Mr. McNab and Mr. Schmulo-
| witz stated they will remain here un-
tll the case is called.

REPORTS PERSIST
Edwin T. McMurray, uncle and
chief counsel for Mrs. Chaplin, to-
gether with his assoclates in the firm
of Lee & Lee, llkewise was engrossed
in perfecting details of the case. He
also envisioned nothing but a public

trial on the original issues.
| In the face of this, however, re-

ports continued to the effect that the |-

case will be settled out of court and
that Mrs. Chaplin will receive a di-
vorce on routiné grounds of eruelty
if the case actually goes on trial
Monday. Otherwise, the fight will
have to be postponed, it was indi-
cated.

The comedian, meanwhile, contin-
ued to wear the mantle of silence.
Not a word was forthcoming from
him yesterday and his two-line state-
ment to the effect that he will have
nothing to say until the trial has
been his only offering since his re-
turn to Los Angeles after an absence
of elght months.

BISHOP BANKERS

UNDER NEW FIRE|

(Continued from First Page)

what the counsel’s actlon will he
could not be ascertained.

Attention of Owens Valley was cen-
tered last night on the legal steps
to be taken agalnst the Wattersons
this morning. The previous revela-
tions, including the announcement
that the amount unaccounted for In
the Watterson enterprises was more
than $2,000,000 was lost in the pros-
pects of them reappearing hefore a
court to answer for their asserted
peculations.

Divorce Recalls
Kennedy Case

Divorée from Paul T. Roman, who
figured in the Madalynne Obenchaln
trial for the murder of J. Belton
Kennedy several years ago, yesterday

was obtained in Superior Court by |.

Mrs, Irene Goldwater Roman.

Roman, at the time of the Ohen-
chain trial, was a prisoner in the
County Jail. Wide publiclty was glv-
en a seriea of letters that he was as-
gerted to have written to Mrs, Oben-
chain. Mrs, Roman filed her divorce
action April 7, charging her husband
‘with cruelty.

CONCERT FOR PARK

Orchcsfm and Juveniles Will Ald
Roberts Band

Harold Roberts and his Golden
jtate Band will present a colorful
orogram at Lincoln Park Sunday
afternoon. The band program will
start promptly at 1:30 p.m,

John T. Boudreau and his novelty
ros Angeles Service Orchestra of
ifteen instrumentalists will be a fea-

jure.
Jorful conclusion to both In=-

.;mﬁm‘:gnﬁal groups will be added by

he Fitzmaurice Kelly Kiddles, a

uintet of talented Jjuvenile artists.

}’he complete progiam follows:

s eserlean  Vietorlous March..... Sy ey e “."'_.'_9;

cess of negotiation, and that the di-'

§
§
|
§
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IINAL
CLEARANCE

Incomplete Lines

Values to $18.50

A good selection
All sizes well represented
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ewis Water

INC.

719 W. Seventh

Near Flower

SRGHO AR Yo TRAIN:;;,%’E;
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Restful Miles /

to Yosemite

~ the quick, direct,
low~cost way fo the magic valley.

In the cool of the evening board a roomy,,
smooth-riding, standard Pullman slecper.

You can ricfc without change of cars

through to El Portal, arriving in time for,
breakfast in the valley.

‘This convenient through service by train
gives you the maximum time for play at

Yosemite. No crowded dusty highways;

no strainon tired nerves; your vacation
starts when you board the train.

Leave Los Angeles at 12:10 p.m. via
Southern Pacific Lines, arriving El Portal

at6:4.§ a.m.,connecting with stages to hotel

or cabin in the valley. Similar service re-
turning; also convenient service by day:

Southern Pacific or Santa Fe main line

trains to Merced for connection with Yos-

emite Valley Rallroad specially equipped

trains to the valley. s

-
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VALLEY TOWNS
DEAL OUTLINED

tiations for Purchase by

City Advance

7 ol i
Owens People Name Ten on |
Committee

Meeting  Wednesday Will
Discuss Prices '

Formulation of a definite plan un-
der which the city of Los Angeles
and townspeople of the Owens Val-
ley can begin to talk terms and
prices in the proposed purchase by

Angeles of the valley towns

revealedd yesterday by the

ard of Water and Pow Com-
missioners.

The city is making the move to
buy the valley tow “lock, stock
| and barrel,” in an effort to end the

‘ear water war that has
g v
i the valley over the city’s water sup-

v originating there,

First announcement that the city
15 contemplating the purchase of
tne towns was made several weeks
ago. Since that time the city ap-
pointed a committee to consult with

Bl ihc valley people and to
S h a plan under which pu
of the towns might be consum-
mated. he committee consisted
HeAL 1 Norman, general man-
ger of the Department of W
1 Power, and A. J. Ford and E
. Porter of the right of w
§ land division of the de
PLAN PROPO
The recommendation of the «
: | Mittee, adopted by (]
e . B | terday. is that

to meer with th
i a view to

it il
num- |
t. The |

thag
people of towns
the purpe the
e would defeat-
dd be made. §
group of
i s, connected wi
city nor the
to both, be
study and

credite
and the
| tce, then
paid fhe
The own
committee and if h
committee that an 1
made, the price wonld .
The plan outlined in detail
at a meecting he Ta |
e the 3
\ ( eprese
the five interested valle
dise in the de.
i of ten men, tw
sa

Wer ¢ they se

meeting of the Commiitee of Ten

to be held Big Pine American |

Legion Hall at 7:30 p.m. Wednes ay. |

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
The committee includes: J. L.

Giish and Carl Nellen from the town

of Laws; C. H. Rhudy and B. J.
¥ Johnson, of Bishop; A, J. Barmore

and I. D. Joseph of Big Pine: Jr\.s':»'l

Hession and George W. Na i

Independence, and

wards and . E

Pine. Dist.~Att: o wa -|

lected as, chairman of the commijt- |

tee. )

The purchase plan involves onl_vl
the town lands. Purchase of the |
remaining farm lands in the valley,
some 10,000 acres, has been going |
on regularly, conferences being held
dally and contracts signed.

It is not. expected by anyone that
the purchase of the towns will
mean that they will be wiped out.
On the contrary, the cit{/ will lease
the property back to the original
owners if they desire and it is an-
ticlpated that many of the owners
will continue to live in their homes
and do buslness in their stores.

That the valley people themselves
have the spirit of earrying on is in-
dicated by the fact that tonight a |
big meeting of residents there and
prominenf men of Los Angeles will
be held at Big Plne (o organize for
the recreational and tourist de-
velopment of the Owens Valley and
its high Slerras. The Board of Wa-
ter and Power Commissloners will
be among those in attendance.
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A telegram to W. W.
from S. E. Vermilvea stated that this
valley had defeated the city of Los An-
celes on its storage applications except
for the Long Valley reéservoir site. A
dispatch in the Los Angeles Times
dated Washington, May 5th, gives
these additional details:

““The General Land Office has denied
three applications of the city of Los
Angeles to purchase certain public
lands in the Owens River Valley and
granted one. The Land Office gave out
the following statement regarding the
decision: 5

““These applications were filed under
the fourth scction of the Act of Con-
gress approved June 30, 1906. (34
Satute 801) authorizing the Secretary
of the Interior to sell the city, at the
rate of $1.25 per acre, such lands,
formerly withdrawn for the Reclama-
tion Service, Owens River project, as
‘might be found necessary for storage,
‘or right of way purposes. Under the
first, second and third sections of the
act, the city has obtained right of way
for an aqueduet from a point on
Owens River about twelve miles above
the town of Independence, Cal., the
upper end of the Fernando Valley ,in
Los Angeles county, where the water
will be discharged into distributing res-
revoirs for municipal use; also for cer-
tain storage, regulating and distribu-
ting reservoirs. The lands embraced
by the applications tolpurchase were
desired to supplement the city’s pro-
posed aqueduct system, and are divided
into four classes.

“Pirst, those selected for the Long
Valley reservoir site at the head of
Owens Valley and at the end of the

| gvstem.

WG AL ke g an Mt e Ly USES,

““Second, the channel lands bordering
on the Owens River from the Long
Valley reservoir site to the point of in-
take of'the conduit.

“Third, the Tinemaha reservoir site
on the Owens River, some distance
above the point of intake of the con-
duit.

“Fourth, river bottom lands bearing
water that the city desired in order fto
augment its water supply.

“From the evidence presented at a
hearing held before the district land
officer at Independence, the General
Land Office found that the vaeant pub-
lic Iands embraced by the Long Valley
reservoir site, aggregating about 5440
are necessary for storage or
right of way purposes, and accordingly
r:commended the allowance of this
supplication, and that the lands em-
breaed by the three other applications
are not necessary for storage or right
of way purposes, and recommended
their rejection. This decision is sub-
| ject to appeal to the Secretary of the
Interior. 3

“R. Woodland Gates, representing
the city here, said an appeal would be
taken.”’

acres,

Owens Valley, through attorneys S.
E. Vermilyea and W. A. Lamar, repre-
senting the Farmers, Rawson, Owens
River Canal, MceNally, Bishop Creck,
and Owens River and Big Pine Canal
diteh companies, and Gustuve Sanger,
has won every contention it made.

The Long Valley reservoir site was
not contested it any respect by these
representatives of the people of the
valley. The brief filed by attorneys
Vermilyea and Lamar expressly pro-
tests against allowing application for
river channel lands, for Tinemaha res-
ervoir site, and for bottom lands
| claimed as ‘“underground reservoirs,”’
and does not. protest against allowance
for Long Valley reservoir,
ialihe applications were made by Los
Angeles uunder provision of the act of
June 30, 1906, that the eity ‘‘shall have
the preference right to acquire at any
time within three years....any lands
....nccessary for storage or right of
| way purposes.’’

In protesiants’ brief, the attorneys
contended : : ;
That protestants had property inter-
ests which would. be greatly affected
by granting the applicatidns.

That the city bas already secured all
the water it can convey through its
aqueduct, without granting the appli-
eations for 16,600 acres of additional
water-bearing land,

. That setilers rightly consider in
| making focations the future improve-

Watterson | ment of the locality,

VALLEY WINS ALL CONTESTED POINTS

Los Angeles Application for Tinemaha
Site, River Frontage, and “Under-
ground Storage” Lands Denied

and bhave the
right to assume that the Government
will dispose of its lands to that end.

That the photographs introduced con-
veying the impression that Owens Val-
ley is an irreclaimable desert do not
fairly represent Owens Valley, and
were taken two miles from the lands
applied for.

That the applicant is not seeking to
acquire storage facilities, but is seek-
ing to acquire land, with the incidental
right to extract water therefrom.

That the act contemplates the grant-
ing of rights of way and necessary
sterage only as necessary in connection
with suitable canals, dams, and rights
to use and divert water.

That the city is attempting to ac-
quire channel lands for what it terms
right of way, although it already has a
right of way in common with other
users of water rights in Owens river.

That the proposed "Tinemaha reser-
voir, embracing 8,640 acres, would not
be practicable as a reservoir site.

That what applicant calls bottom
lands in Owens Valley are not neces-
sary for storage,' and applicant “does
not contemplate storing water therein.

That all three of the protested appli-
cations are for lands not necessary for
right of way and storage purposes, and
sought for the purpose of acquiring
land and water.

That there is-no testimony to show
that applicant needs the bottom lands,
or the lands through which Owens
river flows for a right of way, or that
the river channel should be enlarged or
improved in any manner. :

That applicant takes the position
thai all it desires in the territory cov-

a

Thnis reservoir is infended foid ered by the act of June 30, 1906, should

be granted to il, while 1t appears to
protestants that the Government has
already assisted applicant by giving it
a preference right to acquire lands
necessary for storage or rvight of way
purposes.

That the aqueduct has the capacity
to deliver 900-second feet into Haiwee
reservoir, and it is desired to have a
flow from that reservoir of 4254 or
430 second feet.

That applicant admits that it now
owns 75,000 acres of the floor of Owens
Valley and that it wants to acquire ad-
ditional 16,600 acres from the Govern-
ment.

That applicant will have the right to
extract practically an unlimited cquan-
tity of water from its lands--more than
the applicant will at any time need to
draw therefrom. :

That applicant appears to doubt the
plausibility of its claim of a future
population of 2,630,000, and therefore
is driven to the defense that it needs
400 second feet flow in addition to the
714 second feet it now has in order that
iv may generate 90,000 horsepower of
eleciric energy.

That applicant’s claims would indi-
cate that it seeks to become a greit
water trust and also a great power
trust, provided it can crush all private
competitors. If not, what use will ap-
plicant have for all this 75,000 acres of
water bearing land to which it seeks to
add 16,600 additional acres? Wm. Mul-
holland testifies that he does not be-

depleted below the point where evapo-
ration has its effect, in the short
drouths that may oceur—that the quan
tity of water in this valley 18 so great
“*it is almost like pumping ont of the
Atlantic ocean.”’

That 1,000,000 is a very liberal esti-
mate to make of applicant’s population
even in b0 years, and that 55 gallons
per capita per day is shown by evi-

[dence to be an ample water supply;

whereas applicant bases its claim for a
flow of 400 gecond feet from San Fer-
nando reservoir on the assumption that
it will have a population of 2,630,000,
and that 110 gallons per day will be re=-
quired to the end of any great drouth;
in other words, it wishes the Govern-
ment to aid it in storipg such immense
quantities of water that it will not be
required to curtail the use of water in
the least in a great drouth, and it says
such drouth nmiay oceur onee in 26 or 30
years,

~That the result of having all the res-
ervoirs would be, during yeara of
normal und excessive water flow, to
lose thousands of acre feet unnecessar-
ily except to insure this plenty at the

expense of others during periods of

lieve theiunderground storage can he|

flow, all reservoirs ...
the year around; the evaporation;
would be enormous. If kept full, the
proposed Tinemaha reservoir alone
would evaporate 45,987.4 acre feet.
As shown by the testimony, there is al-
ways a good natural flow in Owens
river, therefore reservoirs are not
needed to the extent that would other-
wise be necessary.

That it was not contemplated by the
law that applicant should have the use
of thousands of acres of land simply
because water could be extracted from
it.

Wm. Mulholland stated the mean per
capita quantity of water used daily by |
applicant to be 110 gallons, the year|
round; for the summer, 135 gallens;
that the mean per capita in a number
of cities is 55 gallons daily; in the
larger European cities, 25 or 30 gallons;
that 110 gallons per capita per day is
more than necessary.

We contend that the estimate of
2,630,000 population is unreasonable;
and that the actual consumption per
capita will decrease with the city’s
growth. But assuming the figures to
be correct, the city can deliver the de-
sired 400 second feet without using its
present 711 feet and without any of the
reservoirs or lands it now applies for.

It appears from the testimony that
with the use of the Long Valley reser-
voir and the flow at the intake, and the
flow applicant is entitled to take be-
tween the intake and Haiwee, that,the

surface of the water of Haiwee reser-
voir will not be lowered except it
should be after three or more years of
extreme drouth, and then it would not
be entirely exhausted. |

Applicant now owns 80 per cent of
the land between the proposed Tinema-
ha reservoir and Owens lake from
which it is practicable to take under-
ground waters.

The city’s engineers during their tes-
timony frequently excused applicant
for seeking to have the United States
assist applicant in acquiring great and
‘unneessary quantities of water by say-
ing it was desired as a *‘factor of safe-
Cy

We apprehend the Government wili
look to the future necessities of the
country in general before assisting one
city to acquire water of such quantity
that there will not be the remotest pos-
gibility that it will ever be required,
even during a drouth as severe as any
known, to economize in the use ot
water.

A Bill to Defeat

[t is stated that the city will appeal
to the Secretary of the Interior. I'his|
appears to be a merely perfunctory
performance, without expeetation of
a reversal of the decision just made.

To get around the only logical out-
come of the hearing, Senator Flint in-
troduced a bill last year which died
with the last Congress. Congressman
Stephens, of Los Angeles, has now
presented the same bill, and it is one
which if passed will undo whatever of
protection the valley has secured
against wholly unnecessary acquisition
by the city.

It is known as II. R. 4706, and was
introduced April 18th. It grants to the
city two years in which tu file addi-
tional maps and then two additional
vears in which to make selections of
of and for ‘“‘reservoir and UNDER-
GROUND STORAGE."

That ‘‘underground storage’ is the |
joker. The city has already acquired
all the reservoir sites that it can show
to be needful for its uses, as is evident
from the decision. The only serious
result of the bill without that proviso
would be to continue the uncertain
status of valley lands, by continuing
the necessity for referring all appli-
cation to the city. With ‘‘underground
storage’’ permitted, the city is again
given an absolutely free hand to claim
what and where it will for four years
to come. The bill is & menace to all

enterprises south of the intake, and

against the interests of the entire val-

ley. If effort from here can contribute

to its defeat, what may have been |
gained so far should not be allowed to

be thus sacrificed.
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BOOSTING

Los Angeles Contributing for
More Publicity

Anticipating the opportunity to
again remind the 1,500,000 residents
of Los Angeles of the numerous
scenic and recreational advantages
of the High Sierra with a view|
to interesting more people in the
valley’s winter sports programs,
the Department of Water an
Power publicity division this week
requested the Inyo-Mono Associa-
tion to forward photographs an
other material suitable for exploit

{z\tion purposes.

‘ _Acc:ord'mg to Bob Brown, execu-
live-secretary of the association, the
photographic art and data soughtf
will be used by the department in
an early edition of the “Water and
Power Official Bulletin” in which
b winter sports of the High Sierra
| will be featured.

T e i = Dk e . S i — A survey of resort guests has

b E s % 2 J : e 'm that 70 percent of them
b 3 S > to Inyo-Mono resorts fro
e o e R S N St lifornia and that half
Envs R MR T 8 L T R 3¢ from Los Angeles,
partment’s bulletin
aches every home and business
| establishment
cenic and- recreational ad-
o vantages of this region have been
3 S| Dublicized annually by the Depart
S A Soeniim ey R R BNl cnt for some time past. This
SR 2 ig Sy o Y LR ated also in the newlyj
. nter sports season with
B 2 photographic and type layout ing
the February issue of the Bulletin.g
3 ¥ § Commenting on this material, Sec§
nit B s PR Rt ok pIETLL S ciary Brown said in a report to
= RGN ; Lt LAY - B Bl members of the Inyo-Mono Associafg
ftion:

Gt AR o AR R § “Evidence of the interest and
: R R S RN g AT Boood-will of the Department off
Water and Power can be seen inf
the bulletin printed by the Depart-
8 ment and enclosed with monthlyf8
water and power statements in Feb-
§ ruary. Pictures and copy on thef
; R two page spread were furnished by
i ‘ : . : : i your Association. Sincere thanks
i 405 ; ] ST | goes to the publicity bureau of .the
Department for the direct recrea-
tional “plug” and the note on the
State ski meet.”
In June the Water.and Power
Bulletin and the Intake, the em-
ployee publication of the Depart-
ment, both featured the summer-
time attractions of the eastern slope
of the Sierra. This combined }
publicity was declared to be “the|
largest single spread this area has|
had to date.” !

Watt L. Moreland, president of

the Board of Water and Power
Commissioners, and executives of
the department have expressed
their  wholehearted support of
mcz;x.?'.ures being taken to amplify
public knowledge in southern Calk
fornia of the High Sieppa vacation’
| land, ity
i In addition te printed pubhg

| the department has c‘f)opcl'a_tcd thh‘
| the Inyo-Mono Association in othel
ways, such as arranging for Fhe
large map used at the last Oum‘Ig
Show sponsored by the Automobile |
Club of Southern Callfornia. The
department is a member of the as-
soclation.



Los Angeles Sued
For Floodma Lake
It Once Drled Up

BISHOP, Calif.,—More than 20
years ago a soda manufacturing con-
cern with a plant on Owens Lake,
Inyo County., sought an injunction
to restrain the City of Los Angeles
from diverting the water of the
Owens River into its 250 mile aque-
duct, Now the same concern is seek-
ing an injunction to restrain the
city from diverting water from the
aqueauct back into the old river
bed.

In the original action the soda
concern, which claimed riparian
rights on Owens i.ake, asserted that
the diversion of the river from its |
natural course would dry up the lake
and would interfere with the com- ‘
pany’s process of extracting soca |
content of the lake water,

The case was settled out of court
and tine diversion of the river con- |
timued until the lake dried up and
became a glistening bed of soda
crystals, some 60 square miles in
extent. The. soda concern, having
remodeled its plant and altered its
process ol extraction, has continued
to operate.

During the high water of last
sbring and suminer, Los Angeles, it
is alleged, diverted water back into
the old river channel thereby flood-
ing portions of the lake hed. The
soda company asserts that the city
in flooding the Jake has damaged the
company's property and caused a re-
duction in brine produets.




