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The Scuthern Pacific train leaving
Lone Pina for Los Angeles last Fri-
day morning was wrecked and En-
gineer Charles A, Fuller was killed.

The fireman jumped ard was not
seriously injured. Gedney C. Robin-!
son, the mail eclerk, and six passen-!
zers in the deoy coach alse were un-
injured, except for c=light bruises.

The train had left Lone Pine the
evening before, but at Cartago tumn-
ed back owing to washouts from the
36-hour rain, The train backed up
to Owenyo and remained all night,|
starting out again at 11:30 Satur- |
day morning. The wreck occurred
at Ash ereek, about seventeen miles
south of Lone Pine.

The aqueduct broke in the vicinity
of Cottonwood ereck about & o’clock |
in the morning, according to report, |
and the water ran down the railroad
grade and then backed vp north for
verhaps a quarter of a mile cutting
its way through the railway grade.
A great gap of the high fill was |
washed out, anving the rails hang- |
ing in the air. 5




L s A A !

The engmeer and fireman did nnt
see thair danger in time to stop.
The rails snapped as soon as the
engine struck them. The engine
dropped into the hole ard the bag-
gage car shot past it. The day
coach also dropped into the hole
with its half-dozen passengers. The |
Fullman ot the edge of tho brink,
held the air brakeq, which were au-
tomatically applied when the train|
couplings broke.

Charles A. Fuller, the engineer,
had epent 1many years in the serv-
ice on this rord. He was about 60
yeurs of age g,_-}d a widower, He |

resided in Mo}n A corf of hisg,
alto an en;rir*em, was  killed in a|
wreck on the Santa Fe about six
years ago.

The * remains of the engineeri
were sent to Los Angeles,
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Coroner’s Inquest ‘

A corener’s jury was impaneled
by Cris Carrasco, coroner, and an'
inquest was held at Cartago, with |
the result the jury found that “t;he!
engineer came te his death in a
railroad wreck due to a washout
caused by a break in the Los An-|
geles aqueduct.” The jurors were
Lee Chambers, foreman; N. M.
Aigner, A. C. Gash, Frank B. Le- |
vack, William Bailey and one other.
Witresses examined were Con-
duetor Lovejoy, Fireman Tomaile
and H. A. Van Norman, assistant
chief engineer of the Department of
Water and Power of Los Angeles, i

Saw the Break and Tried to Warn
R. R, Crew |

It is generally reported that samel'
man at Cartago saw the break ini




the railroad track Saturday morning |
but supposed the railroad men knew
about it and =o he did mnothing to
inform them. Another man at the|
Kuhnert Chemical Plant saw the
break and telephoned the ILone Fine
station, it is said, but then the train
had gone. Immediately after phon-
ing he zaw the train approaching
the washout and he frantically yell-
ed and waved for them to stop, but
the engineer either failed to see,
him or else did not know what he
meant,

How Baggageman and Mail Clerk
Escaped

The fact that the haggageman |

and mail clerk had gone back into

the day coach is all that saved their

lives, for their car shot way past

the engine. i ;
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How Occupants of Day Coach Wem[
Saved

The occupants of the day manh‘
were saved owing to the fact that
this coach went over sideways, and
falling easy-like, so0 that no one
was hurt except for slight bruises.

The break in the aqueduct was
caused by rocks and debris washing
down the mountains into it and fill-
ing it, which fnrcud the water over
the top.

Wrecking Train Arrives
A wrecking train arrived Satur-
day night, after a train had come
from the south and took the pas-
sengers on through. There were
two breaks in the roadbed, one
smaller one a few yards south of

‘one where the wreck occurred.
The first work to be done was the
i_'?niring of this break so the workf






