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Sxcerpted from personal comrunlcetlon of 12-6-19?? from tr]Ilza-
beth L. Mechan, Rt 1 Box 416, Bayslcle CA 9b5e4.

George ltpkln wrltes of Joe Peterson and hls ranch ln the Argrrs

Range east slde . H€ and hls slster tuabel hecl a beautlful plaee

there. Joe dled L905 T.B. I knew them both as a chlld. Joe Copper-

staln woulcl come over the 20 odd mlles to our camp l.[lllspaugh for
grocerles and mall - lf he had any and news of hls eouslns

}anamlnt George. Indlan Georg.e Hanson and famlly who always cane up
ln the summers and camped at dlfferent places, springs or on Juno-

tlon FIat. fn the 40rs when George and hls son ivilke Hansoa died
at dlfferent tlmes - Some of the fanlly left and came to Darwln to
tell me. PanamLnt George vrould tell- me how he and hls father sat
on a hlllsitle and watchett the 49ers struggle through - afrald to
help these strange looking people , as word had come on ahead of
their robbing camps along the way. George was born rg44, dLed

Sept 18r1945, buried somewhere in ranamint Va1ley with others of
his family. liarrn Sprlngs vras their winter home. yfalu Sprlngs ln
Panamlnt Valley, non' miscalled the fndian Ranch, is a small- rese?-
vation. Llttle sparkllng creek - ir,.iollles goats lf we needed extra
mules we got them from George.
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Personel conmunloation from Henry 011vas, Lone Plne, 1-6-78.

Mo11le Hanson hercled. goats.

Panamlnt Tom and George Hanson worked. around mlnes as well

ag ranehes.

Chappo Dlaz vras a colrrboy. Sometimes worked for Lubken. Never

marrled. Took name from Dlaz fantly who llved near Dlaz Lake.

Frank tselIas dld some rlding but was mostly a ranch hand,

i,lanuel Bellas the same, These three }ived nostly arouncl

Lone Plne 1n the sunmer and Keeler ln the wlnter. Frank

Bellas lras a good hay stacker. Inctlans oamped out then. They

dtd not llve ln houseg. Ttrhen some one clled. they burnecl every

thlng ancl moved. They usually oampecl out alongslile the D(

a oquecluot.

Coso Hot Sprlngs was not a Bermanent settlernent but Indians

were always coming and going there on account of the baths.

fndlans were at Haiwee Sprlng most of the tJme.

rn surnmer time the PanamLnt va]-ley rncllans oamped with thelr
goats at a sprlng 5 or 6 miles north of the Junction.

-6 A/-& ;/*"2-";
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Exoerpts from letter from Ellzabeth L. Mecham of 1-6-2g.

we had horse thelves at various tlmesrwho rounded up stock
runnlng loose on trunctlon Flat ancl surrounding eountry - the Incltans

ancl a eouple tlmes some of ours. They were rln clourn r/{ater Canyon

ancl across pannmint Va11ey south end elther over the slate Range

or thnr lTlngate Pass anci on to Barstovr ancl. loaded on tralns for the
East wlth other stock held there from other parts of the county. r
memtLon no names, tho we knew n'ho they were.

Joe Peterson anci sister hlabeL had thelr flne garden and fnrlt
trees orlglnally planteCl when Searles brothers located the lake
enil settled there - used the gard.en spot es a sunmer retreat - an6

when Trona establ-ishetl after Joe died 1905 about - Mabel llved on

there alone for years antl sol"d the water - it really was a garden

spot. I usecl to rlde there to see them ancl hunt our horses who

ranged all over wlth the fndlan stock and the wild horses, which
were many when I was growlng up.

Tennessee Sprlngs was a fine spring at base of idaturango - west
side up from the Junctlon about 4 miles to the north. our Inclians
eamped there often ln sunme" up from their winter home in panamint

Valley at tiraru. Springs miscelled fncllan Ranch ls a very small res-
e::vatlon - a winter home long before the white man showed up -
rfstrange looking peopl-e'f who robbed the fndian carnps as they made

thelr way lnto Death Valley. f often rode over to visit my fncltan
frlends vrhen ever they cane up hone and camped. at varlous places
around Junction Flat. Early day fndian$ had territorles of their
ow:n - an Lnvisible boundary over whleh they did not enter other trihr
tribes spots of eountry. Death Valley Ind.lans ancl panamint fndlans
were el-ose but our Coso Indians were dlfferent and hacl thelr own

temitory and Sall.ne ValJ.ey fndlens after 1900 they began to mlngle
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and. lntermarry.
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LONE PINE, cn g:sl6

rn the 1950rs on€ of the ord stages was at wanr sprlngs
fndlan Georges wlnter home and glven to hln by the ov/ners Cheese-

brough - I belleve when the stage lLne was dlscontinuecl.

from EIM 2-ZZ-78

rn 1910f s rncllans oamped at chlna Gard.en sprlng ancl

rndlan Garclen sprlng ln sectLons 14 end r0, T z0 s, R 40 E,

MDM.
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From Beverldge Ross Spear L-26-78

Frank Bellas hacl a camp below Haiwee Resewolr ln wlld

Rose Canyon neer Vrtld Rose Sprlngs, now ealLed Rose Sprlng.

Ben Eunterr s father worked for tlJtlLlan Lyle Hunter and

took the Hunter name. Ben was bllnd.
There are twln peaks northerly of the Race Track.

These are the Ubehebe Peaks. Ubehebe means a womanrs breasts.

Itred BelLas has a son Leonard.

Chappo DLaz Bellas could not speak mrch Engllsh. H€

lovecl horse racing. He was always at aLl races trylng to

nake a buok, rldlng, worklng, betti.ng.

John Glen was from liiono Lake. He was caLled Mono John.

Hls fatherts name was lYlllle and he bacl a brother Anclrew.

Johnts wife Nell-le was laundress for B.R. Spear. Mono John

clalmecl 160 acres at the mouth of firttle Creek nerb to MeCall

and Mlller ranches. (See maB page 58 Saga of Inyo County)

Mls. Edwarcls trled to nrn llono off and clalm lt for herself
but Ranger Parklnson stopped lt.

The fndlan cemetery on the east sicle of the ALabamas

was started. before 1900.
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fnfo from Louls Arcularlus 1-1L-28

In l92L there was some sort of mecllclne man, a blg tall Indlan,
come up from Death Valley wlth an olcl man ancl woman. I was golng to
Cole Sprlngs from DarwLn and there was three feet of snow on the
ground. f was a week late because of ptomalne I got at the Junotlon.
I was rldlng the rldges beeause the snow was less d.eep there ancl

when r come out on the flat near the cebln at cole r saw thls Ery
out there ln the snow ln the nlddle of novrhere golng through some

sort of ceremony and beating the snorr wltb a stiok.
When I got to the cabln I found these old people lnslcler tro

food r Do flrel for a flre. Just sort of a nest ln the niddle of the
floor of shrealded bark and stuff.

f had pLenty of foocl. ln the oabln 1n a mouse proof tin llneil
box and I asked the old woman why they clldnrt eat it. She sald they
couldnrt. rt dldnf t belong to them. rt belonged to surrrmers and

Butler. r told her lt belonged to me anrl go ahead ancl eat it up.
Then r went on to coso Hot sprlngs where r was to meet the

boss. I toltl hln I had to go to Cowens (now Durmovln) and notlfy
the shertff about these oLd people ln trouble whlch next day I dllcl.

f never dtd knovr what the outcome was.

The name of the btg talL guy ltras Blg Mouth George.

Mlke Eanson end George Gregory had a ranch half way between

Darrrln and Cole Springs.

Frank and Joe Bel]-as llved at Keeler 1n 1906.

Hunter 1s the name of some sallne ValJ.ey Tncll.ans.

George Gregory ancl Mlke Hanson were cowboys. rn the sprlng
anct faLl vtorked for Sunmers and Butler. Also Jens Ness at Hunter
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fn 1916 they hrllt rrutId:rlr:r:rrtxx a wlngecl comal three or
mlles south of the Junctlon on Nadleau Road. Eere tbey roun,cLed up
50 or 60 wlld horseg to break ancl seIl looaIly after they brand.ecl.

them. Aft€r they got these wlLd ones ln the wlngs the women would

come out at the wlde mouth of the wLngs anct whoop and. yell ancl wave

pleces of oloth and herp herd the wlld ones iato the corral.
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Letter from EIM 5-9-78
BURRELL C. DAWSON
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I heve known S1las Ness slnoe he was born ln Danryln 1910

a flne man. The Panamlnt Valley ancl Coso assumed the whlte

mans way of llfe sooner than others have. Thelr clress patterned

after us ln Darnrln - wlthout patterns they ooplecl ours wlth
callco perfectly. Thelr houses ln Darrvln were so cLean - eouLd

eat off the floor and they cooked as we dld. Years ago - 1900s

before they moved lnto Darrul.n - a couple of the women would

wal-k ln from fndlan Gartlens and Coso - do blg wsshlngs lron -
cl-ean house have noon meaL and at clays encl - waLk home all-

for $L.00. Later when they movetl lnto Darrrln - Mamie Gregory

llked to wash for me and she washed lronecl and cleanecl fq3 nrHrrt

others.

Her baskets were of the best.

Her claughter Annie and Mlke Hanson - Georges son - were

marrled in l-ate L890s or early 1900s. Annie tlled cluring our

19L8 fIu. fn those days thelr llves were muoh more seoret than

later on when they settled ln Darrivln antl the chllctren went to
school. Itve always been pleasecl that I coulcl calL them frtencls

especlally Panamtnt George and h1s fnm{}y.

It was a custom - cnrel of course in our eyes - to take an

old one out aways wlth a few days water and foocl ancl leave them

to die - the last time ln 1915 or so - w€ of the tovvn rescuecl

Mary - e mile from town. But when they made up thelr mlnds to
die - they dled and of course eoulct not 1n thelr houses. rf
they did the houses etc would have to be burned. r,ater years

they got over that lttea - would moye the slck ones outside.
01d days they burned their ilead ancl where was very hard. to flncl.
Now those who have gone rest ln peace in our cemetery and the
graves taken better care of than ou?s.

vfe usetl to talk with rncllan. George about them - the petro-
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glyphs - but he had no handecl clown hlstory of who 'rthe peoplett

vrere or 1f hls ancestors hls were Death valley - understood

some of the meanlng of what "the peoplen as he oall-ecl then were

saylng and that the country ln thelr tlme was dlfferent than

now. Thelr camps were along the base of the lvlalapal on west

slile of Junctlon Flat (rtcheron valley) ancl some fine old u
metates and manos were stlIl founcl when I was Llttl-e - vle Just
left them there. rn 1950 my two sons ancl r founcl one out on

the flat - metate - and burled it.
The Orvens Valley tribes are ancl were dlfferent from ours.

The oruens r,ake was a bound.ary rine in ancient tlmes and still
so not too long ago.

1-11-7e -+'(^z( o-/' ^(/ uft,*/i<.*-'* -l V
Joe Peppers of Linn Va'Iley was a Yaue

-{.i /'-a/LA.'?+1-9' v

lndnl Yokuts. His Indian

name was l:{ilet (naint-let) which meens mountaj-n.

0btained from il[rs. Jim V{allace of Dyer Calif who is a raixed

blood relative of Joe Peppers.
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Mlke Ilanson and hls father-ln-raw George Gregory ran horses
ln the Junctlon Flat area. George Hanson known as panamlnt George
saw 49ers as smal1 boy. He was probably on Rogers peak at the
tlme.

Hanson farnlry ran as high as z0o goats at one t1me. Ralsed
for nohall. Hanson terrltory from Terescope peak to Tennessee
sprlng and adJolnlng areas. Tennessee sprlng ln srrnrmer tlme.

c 19e9 a ooncrete flrrme was bulr.t on the rndian Ranch
reservatLon' rt has slnce been almost all covered by croud bursts

A dlvldtng 1Lne was set up between the Da:rnrln Indlans and
the Hanson family.

Rosle sam was the naiden name of the mother of srlas lrbss.
Her mother was a Sallne Valley Hunter. John ancl Sarah Hunter
were relatLves.

Patterson creek in Frsh Lake valley named for rndlan who
llved there,

silas Ness had a permlt for grazing 10 horses. Bottnl the
BIM man rErr cancell-ed tt on hLm every year. A blg scrap every
tlme to get tt rehswed. sLras felt lt was eanceLled ln favor
of btg ranchers.

The lone Pine Palute-shoshonl councll wontt grant lancl to
rnd'lans from nover the hiLl". There ls vacant land on the reser-
vatlon but they have markeit lt reserrred. on the map and are holiling
lt for thetr grand. ohllclren.

,if t+.-g 5 ff-,,'+Jt.+ ^$' t
_? t \;' zu
:\'s $. $ .i-
,-it .}'- i 

'nv

.-) r'\



@Letter from ELld 5-78

lfohen vre would teLk to rndlan George - ivilke or others they

knew nothlng of petroglyphs or of ancestors Just "old peoplen.

George Gregory - hls mother Mary and. a couple "old vieJosn

as we called the old ones when I was growlng up and iviamle fucgun

Gregory vrere at Indlan Gardens in l-900s and a few others of that
elan or trlbe. In middLe late 1900s moved lnto Derwln and set

thelr eamp up ln the Ilttle wash that runs east side along the

edge of town and on lnto ol-d Lucky Jln Wash whlch further on down

east runs lnto the maln Darryvln Wash, fn 1910s they moved up ancl

down to thelr present locatlol,. Built nice homes. No eonnectlon

vrith the feur who llved at coso Hot sprlngs that r know of - so

few left by the turn of the century.
George and Mamiets daughter Annte marrleti lvilke Hanson of

Fanamlnt valley clan and thelr chlldren gre$: up 1n Darrrrln.

Dugan Hanson and Silas Ness have perrnlssion to run horses

on the bonbing range prlor rlghts - especially Duganrs from

h-i-s famllles rlghts in the Junction country. r saw a few heacl

there ln 1971 and now they run a few head out of tslack Rock Sprlngs

at the western end of the ldalapal south of centennial F1at.
As far as I kncnp there were very few Death Valley Indians

and they were scattered all thru that blg country - and lnto k
Panamlnt Va11ey ln 49 days. ALl lsolated and did not mingle from
what George Hanson used to teI1 us. And there were bound.ary

ll-nes.
BURRELL C, DAWSOT

P. O. BOX 794
loNE P|NE, CA 93!4t
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Joe and Mabel Petersont s are aLl gone - no chlldren of etther
so far as we knew when they I1ved at.l,labelrs sprlng.

PanamLnt Georgers (Hanson) rndlan name - "Boy who ran away'r
trBah-varda-sava-kee" and hls wifers was rtJaL-hlr-ala1-he-a11rt

but we callecl her tryour wlfe hett - as he calLed her rmy wlfe hetr.

Iasier than her Intllan name. He dld not know or dld not want to
telL what her name meant. He got hls from hidlng out settlng up

on a hlllside when the 49ers oame by,
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Letter from EIM 6-2-?g LONE P|NE" c^ 93t'll

f rm sorry Sl1as ls not cooperatlng. tr,laybe he never was

lnterested ln family hlstory. Alvrays took good care of hls
mother - a fine womsn - flrst ceme to Dan^rln ln 1908-09 ancl spent

the rest of her llfe there. l{ade dellctous hotcakes. Our Darwln

Indlans had a nice llttle cornmunlty down at the end of illaln St.
Blrchams camp cabln was on the road Just off the swmlt of

i{ountaln Springs Canyon a coupJ-e nlles. The mlne furthur soutb.
Ii€ used. to camp ln the cabln in 19rb-L6 wlth lvllke and George

ancl others of our frlends whlle roundlng up horses - r,ogan -
George lianson - ],{lke - Happy Jack George Gregory - rvriro ancl r.
r,ast roundup 1916 ilay we gathered. and herd there 40 bead - then

headecl them out for the Junotlon - running the 15 miles to eorral_

at the Junotlon - later brantl and out out a few to break. Happy

Jack v.ras one of Panamint Val1ey cousins of George.

l,eland ilanson corporel 52 rnfantry zth Divlsion. Korea -
kil1ed ln action Jan 18r1952. BorD June ]4r]gz7. Ivil]_ltary

funeral at Damrin cemetery.

Panamint Tom - Shoshonl Faiute - Death Valley and Fanamint

valley - was father-in-law of rnd.ian George H2,nson - who when Tom

died ln 1900s - harcl to know ln those days ju.st when any of our

rndians dled Ln Panamlnt valley country - all were burned at a

secret plaee - v,'hen Ton died George became ltanam.int George sort
of succession title. rn early 1g00s Tom used to come once ln a

vrhlle to our place, iiillspaugh - with George and his two sons Eb

and Bl11 Johnson - both dled about 1907 - Joe Peterson was a cousin
Durlng Tomts younger ilays he was a "bad Indlan" sald to have

killed 11 white men. Une1e Sem flnally stepped in and threatened
to put him in prison if he didnrt behave. So by 1900 when we first
knew hln he vias a s11ght built snow white halr, probably in his
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9Os - very pleasant but of course no one wanted to rlle hin -

knowlng hls past reputation. ills younger brother Charlle elso

vrhite halr and heavler built - small and' obtslned' no notorlety

as a "bad Indlan" he Just tagged along wlth Tom anil the others.

They were always welcome and had. the freedom of our place - use

the blacksmith shop and shoe their horses also shoed. ours - did

a beautiful Job, l"Ie always carried groce1ies Csnnedr coffeet

flour ete and they pald eash - but always one thlng at a tlme

that vray they kept count - canned tomatoes and' peaches - both

favorltes.
Hungry 8111 was aLso a Fanamint Valley-Death Val]ey part of

that small band of Indlans came once in a n'hil-e to Daltriln end'

campeal up at the end of l,iain St 49 klds stay a while and' gone.

Do a few odd Jobs lf any - home was on east slde of Panamlnt l"ltst

garden etc.
Bill Bo1and from Keel-er - vrorked in the old soda works -

took hls name fron Tom Botend who with hls wlfe Blanehe had the

KeeLer store and seloon 90s and 1900s. tslll Boland was probably

a Saline Va11ey.

nddle llanson - Indian George Hanson (Panarnint) grand-daughter

born 1900 ln Darvrrin - died Jan 511969.

l,iike Hanson - Georgets son married Annle Gregory - George

end i:raml-ers tlaughter- born l-8?6 dled 1929-50. First child Logan

born Darvln - Feb 5rIB9?. r\ddie 1900. ChrlssLe 1902 - died in

our l-91-8 f1u epicienic. addle hact 2 sons Lelancl June L4r].927

Srster was first aug 2g rLgZS then Dugan Nov 511925 - then Leland.

Ivan !'iareh 6r1929 in Ol-ancha - ktlled ln car accident Caspa.r SIyo-

nLng Oct 1911975 - burled ln Blsbop Oct 25 - 46 years old'. Sur-

vived by wlfe l,Iary ln iiill-tngs Iiiontana, 5 sons ifalter Hanson of

Bl1l{ngs - lrarren RrebLo of Blsbop - ivllchael l{anson of Rid.gecrest



5 t
BURRELT C. DAWSON

P. O. EOX 794

2 daughters Gayle Johnson of Yerlngton t';#$[t'"Snff f8?frn Hanson
of ts1lllngs one brother Drster Hanson yerlngton and z grand
chlldren as of l9?b.

rogan Hanson - rilkers ol-dest - dled i,{ay r9b4 about o? ye8rs.
i'Ilke dled Tiann Sprlngs - Fanamlnt Valley - nolri calleil Indian Ranch
Reservatlon Feb 2g rLg47 .

George Gregory dled Jury zorlgob Darnvln - over go years oId.
tsuster llanson servecl two years in llTI Z - medical d.lscharge

frozen feet.
rn early 40s eddie ma*led an *.paehe - santos they rlved

in Darwtn ancl Lone prne, lIe dled ln late 40s or early bos. A

pJ-easant man and good. to Hddle. A long way from his y;hite Mtns
home ln Artzona,

Dugan wes in Bakersfieltl. Vonburgs Camp.

Hungry 8111 ranch was on east side of Panamints 1n ,rohnson
canyon - an orchard and garden - long gone - once supposed. to
firrnlsh Panamint clty with fruit and vegetables in 1B?0s fanily
home for generations.
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From tape by Ar11e n"i""sE HBE', 
?c6 s3540

r never hearcl the Palutes say or have a word for God. r
asked. thls fndtan Lee WarLle and he saltt the only thlng he could

thlnk of was the man who made these pictures on the rocks ,

Kuh-put-tuh-g1eh. They got a name for the ehlef evlI splrlt,
Hal-nuh-rlor Lee told me he saw hl-m up ln Coyote Valley one tlme.
He salcl he eould see rlght thrr hLm.

Lee li/arlle went to fndlan schooL for a whlle and something

v:ent w:rong and he run away and went and Lived wlth some Indians
et Fish Sprlngs.

They had a story

a vritch Ilved in that

X

care kids v:tt^h. They saicl

Someone woulcl bulld a fire
they told to s

a.
cone up there.

in lt so the smoke woulcl come out.
One old fndlan vlonan told my mother that on the march to

Fort TeJon when the fndians got tired the soldiers whlpped them.

Pot-suh-gee-duh, Whlte Mountain Peak. I think lt means Hawk.

The first fndian I ever knew lvho coulcl taLk good Inglish was

Lee Yandel_l.

Ilow Coso got its Name.

Pete Yandell told me this. Loag, lorrg tlme agor so long ago

nobody knows when, there was a contest every year betrveen the
people and birds and animals and sun and moon and planets. Th,e

contest was the-rr made a littl-e mound. of earth and prrt a ball on

lt and knocked it with a stick. There wasnrt any prlze for the
winner but the Loser got durnped in a plt. Bear saw he was going
to Lose onee so he took to the ta1l timber anil has been hiding
out ever sinee, sun lost and got d.umped in the pit and that is
v:hatburned.a].].thateountry.Theyu*o{{*funthereyet.
The moLe herped sun get out of that hole and lost his eyeslght.
Coso ls the name for country like that.

6I
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lfhy the Palutes got I Short Penls. IoNEPTNE cA $1.11

He tolcl me thls one too. One tlme I man came up from the

south wtth a bag on hls back, a great blg bag. H€ said all thelr
thlngs come from the south, their language ancl everythtng else,
The man wlth the bag on hls back wouldnrt tell what was ln Lt.
They were arouncl a camp flre one ntght and. a woman felt somethlng

uncler her d.ress where lt had no business being and so she grabbed

lt, It v'as thls mants tah-wll (Paiute for Benls). ft was a great

]-ong one and they hung onto lt ancl chopped it lnto pieces. The

long pieces they threw a long wa;r off but the short pieces mml

vroulclnrt go very far but fel-l here antl there ancl that ls the reason

a Paiute has a short tah-wll.

dtu

dz^r,<-^^^

/^,AJ* * frh
/"fu7











)

#ill:,:d,fi:
-Xffi
Lr 1-



( pa;'e I I'

reedy for bhe bettle to come the Indlans declded tben go cn and meet

the soldlerg and tt war done fnom the la.ra bedr they marehed on towardr

Ddvlaton (?) Cneek then declded ttrat Dtvtelon Creek beins covered wtth

wlllowa end treos they should concea.l. themselver and ambush the soldlorg

as bhey ceme on.-the ladSeae-eettleC-dern-crnen6-bhe-w*llene as they
scoutl

wore settllng down to conceal themselveg scmo of the Indl.ang -reeut$16
calvary

were soen by accldent, the sololer: after seolng the gcouts knew the

battle wae nean at hand they dlsmounted from theln horses and rnade'

a doclslon that tb,ey should manch bowande the creek and battle the

fndlens after the srldlerg dlsmounbod they llned up ln formatlon

to march agalnsb the Indlane as bhey marched towar.ds the fndians they

la1d down-e-borre;re nfton banrage tE-Re-sual-I es they nc'ared the
creek Do belng

IndI*ntr.the- fndtan was to be seen ee-€hey HePe well conccaled amoDtl the

sh.rubs. the Inilans ]ct the soldlers get ln ulth arrow stiootlng

:l:r,,'--':.-', dlstance and they wl.th a yell and'".'er whoop stanted from thelr

bldlng places sbootlng ar the solclere. the solclers seelng the vrero

outnumbered by the fndians turn and ran frorr bhe flylng arrows. the
dld

errows dene no damage to the soldle:'s one of bhe soldlers bullets
one of the that belng

senlously wouncl.ed-enC fndlane and thet-Hes the only one

casualty ln thet shont battle. the soldler's ran fon thetr horsee
chas 1ng

wlbh the Indtans-et*ll- after them. after mounti.n thelr horses tbe

soLdlcrs gelloped hard es they could for the camp. fndlans never

gave up thelr chaso ev n ehaslng on foot dld handlcap them. the
*

fndlans came wlthln three rnlles from the camo and Rave up *"he thesc
declde to go beck

after a oulck :roi,; wow the lndtanS-went-bcek to Tebn'ose snd rrdece

relgnedonce more a short tl.me afterwerdg snothe:r trouble sterbod

at Blg Plne, atraln the so'l-dLors were called. thls battle wes e short

battle no casualty the Indlans stlll mao keot reldlng bhe settlet's

drlvlng the horseg swey and k111lng trrelr cattle whlle thls raldlng

-1
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uas ln progneee a battle etarted ln Blahop agaln the soldlors and
uor.eptlt-.t

fndlans r- few fnalang Hero kllled et thls' batble only t wo goldlenr

f(illbd.r thts battlo uas up ln the hlUt so the Indlsn had eveny

arivaniaqe olren ttre soldlers, but the bow and arnow could not do much
eP-9vOP

darnege beyond 
-e-eerrte+a- 

50 yarda for th!s rsason the fndtang alL'al8

plcked a rocky place to ftght ln.after bhe battle ln Blshop bhe lndtam

moved into Round Valley. when they anrlved there it wgs nearly eBeH-ttno

tlsre fon the wlnten snow to f.'.i11 any day aften the fndlans srnlved at
they wone there trro daYe

Round Valley *i-wie-twe-Ceys-etey shen the snow beg.an to fall. aften the

snotr the Tndjans could nct get out of R r/alley but tt:ey manRqe to thnlve

through: the winten. esrly ln the srnlng after tbe snow thgwed out a

confenence bras held between settlon end soldlens eg-.aln at thlg conference

it was declded that a peace '^ias to be vnaoe ulth the Ind!-ans. wl th peace
soldlerg

ln mlnd tlre soldlers again Journeye<i bo Round Valley the-erny 'took

along thelr fleld k!.bchen and ratlons le to be used to help make Peace

wlth the fndlans aften two days of travel the soldlene r€;'chod
and tben

theLn destlnat!.on they mede csnip near the Ablon(?) ignch. after a brtef

regt a detall of B men flel-d kltchen and a cook r''es sent on to Round
I

Valley ae representattvee for bhe settlers and the soldle''8 to make

peece. the f id-d kltchen and the cook to be used i ' '1.i 'J'

(pece 1 ot 2)

to feed the Inilens dur{ng the per,co maklng estlng nentlcned to an

fndlan 1s a god send ln these days- the cook and the fleld kltichen
halted wlth ln
rtepped thnee mlles from the Indlsn cemp. the etght men detalled

.to make peace went otr to ihe Indlan campr 8s they eppreeehed neared
hunt'ng for

the camp Lhey were s€en by some fndlans who were aesp-bhe rabblts ^n

the hllle ne,r the nock guarry, the etght men were fo1'owtng a tnall



n€v1n 10n

C+9
made by the Indlans whlch ren close to tho hlll hll1s. the Inolan
hunters afterr aeklng oech other wbat t,hey ghoulo do declded to
embush the eoldlere fnom behlnd the nocks. aften a ahont vlalt 61

scout we8 sent to get mone fndtens ab the camp ;fpdtanr-lrete-seRt-fel.
after the acdltlonal fndlans arn!vod they settled behlnd fhe rockg. the

detell of soldlens unaware of d'nger foll.owed tho tr.etl untll they
came to the danger spot ee-bhe-nade-the-denqer-spet whCn the soldlers
came near the rocky spot I shot rang out. one of the Indlans owned r

a rlfle whlch wes stolen from settlers the shot came fnom bhls gun

thls rlfle the only run ln tho whole trlbc of fndlana. as the ehot

reng out e goldler felr wounded. h6 was hlt ln tb.o slde crttlcally
wounde.d. hlg mat.eg dnug hla qulte a Hays but could not drag hlm

"ly furthen thon abandoned (?) hlm. the fnr:lans rame out of thelr
hldtng place and gave chase The soldlers knowlng thelr 1lves were

behlnd
ln danger they left thelr wounded lat and ran back to tholr horsea

and fleld kltchen tt was nearlrrg oark the fndlans chased the soldlens

,lnto a canyon surrounded the seven men by aome mtracle durlng the nlght
the soldlers s!.lppec out of ihe cenyon. and evaded theln aurrounders.

th{s attempt took the fndtans by surpnlse after thls happenlng ttre Inrilans
all wondened how they ever escaped. et'ten the soldlers made thelr
esc8pe they went dfu'ectly to theln borses, mcunted, and left the co-k
and fleld kltchen behlnd wlthout warnlnq or s:ylng a wond to the cook.

tbe cook stood ln amazbment thet rleht evay he knew somethlng w as up.

he too 8ot on his horse and left as fast as he coulC gor the reas.n
the soldlens left the cook back wt thrut warning hlm xns that they bad

a dlsagreement over some netterg dun!ng thelr escsp6. the sold!er
brid alreadythat was cn1t1caLly wounded and left behtnd nos bedly - dled sg

be Has shot on hls slde. the fndlans bunled hlm sfter strlpnlng htm

of blg unlform, the rlfle and revolver he carrled was teken : ,1,

BURRELL C. DAWSON
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by hls felloyr solilerr Hhen the declded to lea'ro hln lay whene he
posaoseed

exhausted. the fndtan neven 6it-n"te 8 gun of eny klnd they really wm t

to stnlp the wounded eoldler of bls weapons but wag beaten to thls wtsb

by one of the soldlers. e possesslon of a 8un w08 a greet honon to

the rndjan ln those dayc. an lncldent lncldent hanpenod nhlle the

seven soldters were surnounded ln the cnnyon, bhe A'olcijere [:''d nlenty

rounds of ammunttlon. they shot evcry tlme they sau en fndlan movlng

behlnd a rock, the soldlers also behtnd rocks could not be hlt by 8n

arrow. flnally ae hours went by one of the Indlana stuck hl8 hoad out

Iltt]e too far over one of Lhe rocks. one of the soldlers'8ee thls

took a good glm, sh9t, and the In<itan belng hlt rlght on the nose dled
sr-d belng

rnstantry eei that "*"--"ttt" onry casualty of the rndlan slde ab the
we9

Round va1Ley babtlo also one 'soldler kllled. after the soLdlers came

back to rndependence the rndlans decJ-ded to di.sband whlch thoy cld end

went here and there to different paris of the'-'a11eY once eqaln pencb

111 feellng
r€', gned-6rud5e forgotbon.

(page 3 of ?'t @
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Koso AJ.phabet and Phonetloe

Adapted from Kroeber nHandlbook of the Indlans of Callfornlan
Vol II page 940.
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erbro rd, e rf ,grhrl rkrm, Drorprrrs, trurv tl tytz.
a as ln father - ah

a as ln what - uh

b as ln boy

e usecl only wlth ch

d as ln clone

e as ln met

t as ln fool
g aslngo
h as ln hlt
t as ln feet -.€€
I astnflt -lh
k as ln klck, but with somethlng of Geman eh.

m as Ln mamna

n as ln none

o as 1n note

p as ln puppy

r mreh as ln Spanlsh

s as ln sole

t as ln too, sometimes approaehes k tn sound

u aslnnrle -u
u as 1n foot oo

u two rlots above lt, an rrmlaut - gu

v as ln vlm

w as ln wondler

y as ln yoncler

z used only as zb,
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al lllce ln Ir@Xe

ay as ln hay

oh as ln church

dh ltke th ln the, that, a soft Spanlsh d.

ng es ln slnglng dloes not oocur, where found eaoh letter belongs

to a separate syllable.
sh as ln shush

zb. llke z ln azrre

fn nasals speLllng ls arbLtrary, sometlmes speIIed, sometlmes not.
Slngle vowels tend to be cLlpped as 1n Spanlsh, not rllpthongec1 as

ln Engllsh.

For a tnrer ploture of pronunclatlon usten to the tepes.
Palute 1s much the same except --
ng -occurs as ln slnglng

z as In zap

ts - as ln Gerrnan

dlpthlngs do occur

au

AIL<,

a_.

-(
-/--^/ -l-

cr
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1. oove - baka b&h-kah

2, horse - kavayrr kuh-vCh-yu

9; -blrtl - tutchl tuCe-ohee

4, coldl - tzbulna th-zhtee-nuh

5. oool - tzhlklna th-zhCe.klh:tuh

6. wam - yuwalna yr-wll-nuh

?. hot uclhulna u-tlh{6e.nuh

8. one suwuta su-w0o-tuh

9. two - wata wlh-tuh

10. three palta pAl-tuh

11. four - wattmLi::,untht-s0ee

L2, flve nanlkl mah-n0e-kee

15. glx - nafal nlh-fal
14. e€v€D - tatsul tlht-suee
15. elght wasuldha wlh-su0e-dhuh

16. nlne wanlkl wlh-nlh-kee

L7. ten - suwuno sil-woo-Do

l-8. dog - lshemngu th-she-lrtn-gu

19r meat - karnay klhr-nay

20.- cat katu kab-tu

2L. there sava suh-vlh

22. boy - tulupa tuee-t-puh

23. gtrl - nawlchlvl nab.-wee-chlh-vlh

24,- tomorrow - ewa e-wlh

25. yesterclay - kunclu trnln-du

26. mother - nlmbla nCe-bbmlb6e-uh

27 . father - nlnaptr nee-f,!-p1
28. slster - nuneml nt-nuh-m0e

29.' brother - nedlawl ne-cllh-wee

50. grandmother - kagtr kCh-Srl

BURRETL C. OAWSON
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31. grandfather - doo dO-o . 

luRRErL c. DAnsoN

BZ. sleep - epll c-1tee P' o' Box 7e4
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33, food - tekambay te-kthn-bay
34, I an eatlng - rnr tekana m te-kilh-nah

55. he ls eatlng - dangemay tekana 6strn-gCh-may te-k0h-nah
56. she ls eatt.ng - walp tekana walp te-krlh-nah

97. you are eatlng - u tekana eu te-trnlh-nah

58, we are eatlD8 - clam tekana duhn te-lilh-nah
59' they are eatlng - seram tekana scr-uhm te-Hh-nah
40. the ilog ls eatlng - lshernrngU tekana ih-she-\dn-gu te-Iil"h-rnh
41. what are you eatlng ? hlna u tekana ? hce-rub eu te-krlh-nah
42. f ate - m tekarnano nu te-1uh-mAh-no

43'- he ate - dangamtr tekanano duhn-g0h-m te-lub-nAh-no

44. she ate nawlehlvl tekamano nah-wee-ehlh-vih te-kuh-nAh-no
aee #zs.

45. you ate - u tekamano eu te-kuh-mlh-no
46. we ate - numu tekamano nt-mtr te-kuh-nth-no
47. they ate semar tekamano se-mlhr te-kuh-mAh-no

48. the tlog ate - lshevungu tekamano th-she-vrln-gu te-kuh-mAh-ao

49. what dltil you eat ? - hlna u tekana ? h0e-rruh eu te-lalh-nah
see #4r.
50. I wllL eat - nu tekanrt nu te-ka:bry0eo

51. he w111 eat - dangamu tekarll duhn-e0h-mr te-kahr.r{lae
52'' she w111 eat - nawl.ahlvl tekanrl rsh-w€€-chlh-v1h te-kah.nrricg
see #zs

53. I walk - rnr nlanrl nu meeuh-rilee

54. I talk - nu nagawaydha nu nah-guh-wAy-dhuh

55. f work - nu wlakaluclt t tru weeuh-k&l-u-du

56. f sleep - ttll aprldul rnr uh-ptlee-dqee

5?, f go - nu mlakalndul m, meeuh-klin-iluee

58. mlne nunlmba m-n0em-buh



E

99. I oook _ Eu tawapalna nU tub_wth_pa1_nrh 
tUtiELL c, DA$,SO*

60. f cut - tru naguta nu mah-gCo-tuh ronl.rtl%rTr*
61. I dlanoe - nr nlkana nu nih-Kh-luh
62.. f tlle - rnr tlaydhal nu teeAy-dhal

65. f dream - tru uurruahanl nu nu-T1r-sheh-mee

64.. I flndl - Dtr uranu rnr u-rlh-nu
65. I hear - nu tlnagana nu tee-nah-g0h-&rh

66. f help - nu turnrmana nu tu-rnl-roouh-nnrh

67. I k111 - nu tevakana nr te-nrh-lrlh-nuh
68. I laugh -nu ayalna nu ay-ll-nuh
69. f learn - nr tuvashll$a nu tu-vuh-bllhk;wirh
7O, I leave - ru nlatel rnr meeuh-tel

7L,. f llke - nr musazhmalna rrr &oo-euh-z]unal-nuh

?2, I llsten - ru tanakatsa nu tuh-nlh-krrht-slh
76,- I nake nu tawapaL rnr tuh-wlh-pai
74,- I close rru motawa rm m0-tuh-wah
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Notes
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pege 1. Ivlrs. Mecham and her farnlly ownecl the ninlng oemp of
Lllllspaugh in the canyon east of Carrlcut Lake 1n Etcheron Valley.
This 1s ln the Argus Range. She spent most of her llfe here and,

in the camp of Darvln. Mol1ie, George, Mike are shoshoni.
page 2, Chappo DIaz and Frank Bel1as are fulL brothers but

they took their names from cllfferent farnilies they worked for.
HenrSr ls wrong. Koso Hot spr.r-ngs was a permanent vilJ-age.

page 4. Shoshonl camped at Chine Garden Spring and fndtan
Garden Spring,

page 5. Spear now Ilves ln CallnesB. John Glen was palute.
pBge 6, Louis Arculerius lives in Blshop. Summers and

tsutler was a covr ranch outfit that ran cattle around cole
Sprlngs and Jun ctl-on Ranch. SaLine Va11ey fnd.ians are Shoshoni.

page 10. silas Ness is shoshoni. r,ives at olancha.
page 16. Arlle Brierly 1lves in fndependenee. f,ee yan6ell

and ]-ee ]lJarlie are Paiute.

page 18. Hank Hunter was a Faiute. This account was rb
obtained by Truman Br-rff of Fort Independence Indian Reservation.
Hank Hunter told it in palute and Truman translated it as he

spoke anil wrote lt clown in Engllsh. It was wrltten on the back
of a baIlot to repeal the 18th emendment and is very feded. This
copy wss brlghtened up by B.C.Dewson of Lone pine.

page 20. somebody nade a typewritten copy of the rndian
v'/ar account given on page zg. The first third of this history
is missing, lost over the years. orlginaL recorded by Trtuoan

Buff ln 1955 fron Hank Hunter. Hank Hunter was a small boy in
the 1860s when this war was fought. This is his remembrance of
vrhat his grand.father tol-d hlm, r,rho took part in the war.
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Thls flght probably took place near Taboose Oreek.

page ?4, Thls Koso shoshonl alphabet was d.evtsed for use

on a stanclard Engllsh langrrage typewrlter.
page 26, Thls Koso ctlalect ls the KlhwlJi spoken at Koso

H of sprlngs. Obtalnedl by B.c.Dawson of Lone Plne from two

slsters. They stopped comrnunlcatlng because of pressure from

thelr aunts who obJect to trlbal taboos belng broken by glvlng
lnfomration to whltes. In twenty years this dialect wil-L be gone.

This ls wrltten ln L979. The flrst part of rape vrl has thls
reoord.lng.

{
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liabyo

1"t4q
bab/

sno,Ll
J-nu
bas:.'['it

ffii,

? badger

ball

. tra!.i g*ne

b,zsket, bab.y

basket, cone shapecl.

baeket, fine\r ?rcnren

baslcet, iood car:ryi.:cg

t'asliet, shcvel Lika

-basl.-s-lr t*gter

..bat

bead. ni:ney

-bga:,l-

bee;'o bie.ak

beerr bzc,..it

' bee rr;ei'tilt

\ri6l sis:cr

ii0i?-il5 Ol' ?Ii.l li.'.'.JT:iln:{ -Dii.UTli

pclie6ld,a

ue (',lay)

ria

guehala

harr:rga

aedotse

meciotse'i;se

/uuh/'
kono

]rona

9aen€,

iric'"eno

iu:u

}'9$U

tu.ca

!t. 10

sigo

bobcdu

tL-lua.

J
pa.h.avichi

Itol,-crla

5ric.-:]

aira]-oae sic1l
t
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0'$

a,cora

accl'n scup
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,'ent eggs

entelcpa
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L'birCr o.rlcl:

b irtlr irLue

b.ir<lr bl.uo ;i:r;r

"&ird,, bu.baher

u,6'!ril, corgcri'.nt

blrd,r crot'r

r-bird1 curievl

black

blaclc fox

b1a ck o.ak

BLack Roclc

blanket

blaning ster sesd.6

bLue bird

blue jay

rr'gottler lrater
bsut
boy

brea,i

bscl<:*heet (eulfur f,loue.red)

ballr:usb

busoh.ggass

buoeh grasa saed,s

,-/cvsh hau'k, eical.i

u,butcher bisd

brrtterfhr

buz,zerd

,zor?.ctua r bsartertai L

oeotus, ehoLla

';:aF3chaf.a

to;,'eya.va

cbapooa

toteawage

rnhe

treha

oya\ra

pizlio

claa

tapecbed,a

tcneyar;a

natsi

cuna,aa

nukad.onriir

s:.rta.

bocH,

r4dla

rnolutsi

weho

e

'.'reh.atap



caj:li)

cano {irrril':ill,g stio}:)

€ig€ ff;l:t'1c

cEi.rrJi;::{ ba;:}:et

ca'i'sail.

ca'/e

eetlar fla'b

,/$bite (salvia)

chi.Entu:Lr

cboLl.a taotils

cirsl"e i.lange

clarns, freshlta'ief

ytlq owl

clsv€3

rac:'fes berr;r (lucttloira)

ccLd.r. ?erY

coolt i:ouso

ycottca*ba-liiag Plant

eottonte,il

cottonriood

6r6'Ote

cogrote, lall'5e

"/irane

cre-ner ss:rihill'

creek

,zbreosote brrsl'r

::r,.na ;;g,l!.*

nr: ei bor:o

ci:.e'.n1va

s-La:nui

c::r1.:gi

tci"a

te3:ani

p;rlamub:r

-br'.'e;raa

selrataP

::eSi.nj.lca

qsoata

pcsita

: je;rbt

ni:.'.'atlrtli

't:;:!+ZU

gracovi

j.si:.1

.'.-;h.ir..:ed,a,

kcao8obc

p3ya



crlckei

cror{

,zburleu

denae

dancel circla

dancen r:.ag

--d&wn

d,eep valley

d.eer

rieer brush

,zdcsert nralipoea root

d.eser{ turtle

d,ieging *tick

d.octor

dog

8ol"g

.dove hunier

-r"lragon fgr

d,ress

drlrt.k

drrck

duck, canv*r.e back

Luck, fisii

d,uck, te.,.!

eingle

eo4;1e feaiher

esr

earth

thturugr.rti.

chapag'ezz

nu€a

ueganika

lrx€ene8F,

kilo

tehiaa

h.rrhuvia

ana

clrorenri

^ooba"ga

isiravuko

bewi (h';i:;ee)

topoaa

9r a

puya

wateg*

kiva.ra

kini

havrevi

naca

tuvup

a9

A tDA|'t-A C'ltiJJ("".

q



o

earthqualre

, ee-st

eat

egg

oight

*e Ld,er.berrti

,zenOUgb

? evil. sPirits
€YB,rl

faiher

file.ree

fisb

fish C'uck

r-l'lsb1 snall

, five

4lor,rers ia blooo

. fl,y (ttonc lako, orsess lake)

food. contaibei

four

foxl black

fo=r grelr

g.arlic ueed

6eeBe

zgiroet

girl

glvs orc

? gi're rne a drin"k of u'.i,tor

..golcien 'i;rcut

gopher

'iu'ruir yitsigut

sivi

malulca

noya

wasari

aoavuk

pusi

na'*e

atsa

paagpi

pa'rrrgawl

railigii

cuchave

apa

watsirgna

wa.bg

ya'raa

aigu

negata

is'Ja

agalya

egig-l rril6ra

-i;'&

naya



@
gopher eluke

gra.nclfathe? on 3atbere s side

grandfathsr on nctherf s siclo

gnrnrluu-rther on g'otherts sids

ei:ra4dtnoth€r oa rnotherrs cide

gralrost wiLd

grasoboPPer

greaseuood.

grey fox
:

grey sciriirrel

grintling bolo

grouad, oberrlaa

ground iiog

ground nut

grounil ou]

germt of oelf-satisfaction, conceit

ba3l

!.and ga;:re

hefr.e-, $ierra

b.at

bast

hawk, bull.et (aert)

bawk, br'.llet (S"*y)

? haukr brrsb.

barrrk, bushr roid{le siz+

hawkr sr;raIl buetr

hawk, 6ress!.oPPer

ba:lko mouss

harrrko nigbt

soiro'le

crinu

ma\g.

but,gl

tonavi

yevaa

asea

paba

tokorrichi

tupr:si

kewequi

eheba

noys6ina

tosa

chita

kiai toya'rl

tohokL::i

tosavarra

tor,'acr.3i ''-ia

cbil'aip,

paraaella

suoher:a

paoh,aya^e



har'rk, white tail

ha'rnk, reci tiLil

lieLld-iver

boney

boop garne

hcpe sange

horno!

hort toad

house

house, la.rge

house, saa1l

hurirniagbird

I am going

indePen4e.nce

Inilaa

Inyos (riast nousti',ins)

iaak sciPa

jackrabbit

Jertrsalein *1sfuet

Josbua'trea

Josbtra treo blcos

ioshue, tree center (eclibl,e)

July {barrrest)

juni5rer

ka.r:geroo ra,t

l;angarco rat r large

ki;"i4r*o:'oo rat r sinall

lci.lldeer

peb.ave

wicira-love

coBll

piaa

novi

pava novi

toni

rnia ne nu

nirna

eivi toi,vav!

caao

keahcno

Paaaiii

Pijre

koaoht

pathi

tege*oio



o

lci.rtgfioher

lslf,rr

3a,ka

land, tu'nrp

lq1F, rock

? lst u.s eat

l!.cor!ce" t*llil

lihf, irrue ($ii;l}rs for f,ood.).:
lit:bIe bc]': ",.
li.ttle caves

littLe ru"oadogs

11ttle star

Liaa.rC

liaard.r bLasic

Llz'e,nir gre:t

11ae.r*, LeoPard

- lizardr f.ittle

i izasd, r . i:rcu.nt:lin

lizarril, Eoaly

li.ae,:rlr soaJL

lizard., r*igt

toee Pine

qa,gpie

ore,hogortg

me,lLer'i

na:l

nranr r+hlte

liagaanae

pareadba

uiht

Farcne

turrap

ql'ava

tika slke

'Jeoheve

it;'ruei

ne.tsiBi

tilbagi

bcct:g

tapos!,er nogija

raoque'ba

-oaboncr,i

queda*cyo

tunup

crdsyap,

naHa

naag ni;ri

i



tl

naazanilla

rrSrtin

meado'.1 lerk

nedlel.ne nan

nesqrrlte

neequlte'benng

rJ.ca

rd.Llr"leede nazzow J"eef

dllroced, sho4P

nJr&

rLint

? md.$rovg

r.ogeasfuls

eroeltiagbd.rd

ulol€r neadon

ibon

ncrnlng

rrrcuciain

rrargitafi.n hcme

norrgtoin ins&ragorg

ilounirain quall

normta'l.n rtce

no:.:niir-tn sheep

IXSU9A

niouse he:'*

nouse trap

nud hen

rtrus+"a,sd

nodrJ.aca

ncphet'r

koa

rigegunu

pohaga

G€IIU?

oonlp

pachocho

choneta

lepa tsr:

;tua

tollrar:i

r':egaai

ttnop

tlke.ta

47e

col-p,

poIEatrr

pecnarJigs

poa$Eg:. punaai.'ii?r

sa$'a

Fr. wn nll --L

enPhacnre.



@.nigbt har.{c

nl:le

DO

.nor4h

oak for b::.r

obsldiaa

obsidien r'ror:steb

oc9€J1

Clsrcha Fasg

oJd ran

old wo::'an

one

onlon, rtii'd

(teion Valley

onlor: seeC

oriole

or.rl

ortie ground

or'1o lritle clay

or.ilp sc.reech

p'aclr ra'b

paris

parelr*g tae:lei

parsi;1., ';i1d
t?peculia:' r,tete?n (p.1ka1i )

pecple

peop3c r.rho }lve bca'onC

perch (fieh)

tlbllop€l"r?'

quattlld

caio oo

otr['.d.

udta

'rftap

'te.capl.

tcpa3ti

prg.ekernvo

otaga'rdr

gllgp*ri

hqruch:'.

gtffit

PadLs;r

teak.

"r.ad'"ee

cll,rvcch..r.'g

i-r'Ll]:

!lc-.,lecrul,

tajar.ohu

t*yaaetch

kn'.';e

kesa

t,egca

noata naya

a1ina

ert?po



at

p.estle

Fetr13gAiFhs

'Fise

piae rYrrbs

rlne arrts ln cof:e

p'.'cB nut rirugh

plrcr, slngie Lcraf

pt-rie rni, big

piaa rat, Liitlc
pipe

i:h,'!fc:n of 1iol,es

polcupine

poirc'qp5-r,e tless

?ot HaLe LEicr,

pralrie dog

ptr"4't'llLlos'

gtlri].

rabbit

rabbilt brc*ir

sabbtt sldn bl.eal:e!

:lp"la

;.'ainbu.'; trc't'l'b

i'at

rat, kig .oine

rrt, )erge iiarg':roc

eatu lii'bl.e pi:rc

r:rt, paek

rat, snall ka:rgaroo

ga?ake

n'.\toset,t

r.r.: ry.rt?i

tr:va

C,cia

.l , t'r<

k,:'.4n:

p!'.:hi:.rt

priri.c'i:ea

ca:;ri

i::C'rl

k'ni patsj. :'ce

Frr??ag€pJ

:;,:grki

t:r.elta

l:emr

sege'oa

l:acul'tea

1;Sttt

i',i:i paG'.';:i

=rhr.

!::"...-,,-u

!:g;rshi

rcrragsg5.

l:-:t.la

patir!



e

tatr tradr?

.rattLessalce

reC headed bistt

'r'ice grass

+! srtl.c.\5

rt'rr:g dance

riler
rivei: lreed

.

:rrad rrsrner

roivln

v.r"n!r

!':)sebudE

TOSep $j-!d 
.

Eound Ve.3J.eY

saEk

sP.ge

eaSc br,:stt

sage bruslr sced

3E$e1 cjda

s3ger hop

sliil

;a lt b:rusit

sEctdhil3. c?ttne

Egrecch o'r1

eeed

e+erl, bla::i-ir.g s+'r.r

:;.rd 'b*ater$

t,€kalJtl

todogca

f;*naCh d'rplna

weriechi

ual

gclra

ne8gleguta

pa1"a

slrrtab

irtmipl

sueko

tcqrci

see.'r$l?

t'ea.tfeha

sugasitl

riragoltc

saills

SCii','r3bt

ss:larnrJra

paseda

gqng

O:fgffa'"'{

torayt

kg*doto

zt;laeer;ch

uiLna

ci:ha

tcaugr

ya'ranif;:pi,:nirer trlnor.s riPe)



g

gev30

E\adssale

drtuA

shcas

sllve* fox

Sisrra (l.ies'o no"antPlns)

sistor

sister, littl.e

s!^x

slseletoa

sku$k

glal1

sltp

enake

cndtee goPher

enakee king

snake, rattie

snakc, red racer

snake, slderi^nd€''

. 
snake, t*ater

anake P3'srrt (n''diciae)

sxlost

soc,ks

south

spoortriIl

spztng (',eason)

spring .r'iater)

Sqtlarrt Petrieg

tauts:u?ti.

tmorra

nodoa

sogi

ttaha

panl tolyarrl

nafud,

akasarra

godna

toochi

toha'pore

'togoin

eohetc

togouatr nuphs

todogoa

poae€

netra?i

topazcca

ptta

ncslglva

te."laao

riivepa

huprSra

i



a
squatt t€a

squat'thcan

squil3r€1

st;?.r

storage piacs fe nuts

stodc
'sulJur floser (buclniheat)

suD

stngbuer

? snrflorrer (cottoa battiflg}

sunflorer (rabblt bmsh)

emfJ.o:.ret (yarror)

sralJ.o,*r

grfgathouse

gweet pot€tc (!n11d)

teal

teetb

teepee

?e

thatched ?torxe

tlrorn aFpl€ (narco+,'ic)

three

tlger f.il,?

fubaceo

EoDaeco, ?f,tlfl

tcr*oat cLorer

tongue

trsp

tree

tiutup

iioperra

arJt'.*:

tazsnr:la

hokl'rn

Loda

neknctonq:

ttuitu u:rdr

pohi

!ebeba

s:goba

r*tda

ua.fcgopera

BUga

:ogeha

!l.vana

f:,a:.la

teS,onL

ki:trno-

tsti

tai\rnib.

palru

rnasaldo

Poi?u

porlda

ag{,

oasorC



"..;techi

chl:ravL

':,dYrte. o eeive

rrphl

-,iadoza

cgnlpe

ke:rtpa

+^t {+-u(:a.L vcl

glsha

Fsys

'not'lo'u

potewa '

tecega

'bu'rs

chlva

prsd.

pa[:epi

si.lrflilf

hueta mi a:re

"ioaragc

niu:a ::inl

tirkuvi.ehL

peslte

seirerii-a

hingt'ra*u

lunl'ra lcai

patsa

twrrf,-
c,-w t*

rxv

ltdlo-4.
5C-i-rtttt-zvt

y--L
t*ee ehi.priiurk

trout, gcl"dcn

tule1 flat Le;:f

? 'iuJe rcrots

iuo

tlojolnted rno'mtai:r

? rr:rtconr Plant

",'a11ey dtipnuts

vaLley q',;rail

war palnt

r.rater

r"raten boti:La

t'lafrd} gfass

'water Enaire

weescl

treathermar

? r,*gg<1S

'u;,gSt

uheate wlLcl

r.rhaat ggBsg

uhore sre You goi:tg? .

uh5-ppao:n{1}

'*ririte gn

'df.d eaB

r',ti3,o:rs, bl-ack

.'r'illfi rs !-r.rroif leef

lvLnd

uin{r peak

tri:nnor'd-ng bseket



t:

)

-7o% )J

a

"'!LTriUsiut{C

e[rttp*

airSiLese

finq

+e:4oe..eiiull

dtrir.

uricil'!.ti

( 7^r7 W-Tl*nJT,w0

EGUgri! egra.'t

r'rO*ie.rt

ao4caiPoo:*

L.lL'U:ent

€u'i.;et ioj'I

.1'l6t'1,

us&.I e,;"Fl

(si:coul rn:/;) Jol.u lff

r3+'rl'fj:

@
('.u:,!'l)fl

*)



palute Vocabulary
alralone shell porregfaa T B
acorn we (way)

aeorn soup *1, T n
antelope querr(aa S (kruayhada )

anow naviga T B
baby ned6tse f B
baby basket rSno T B
badger n6na S

baLl paana

baLl game w{eheno Tg
basket , eone shapecl *uo( T B
basket, flnely woven tG:gla TB
basket, food carryLng *6no T B
basket, shoveJ_ l-ike 

"feo TB
bead money uorr6au T 8
bear, blaek ,n(" S

bear, brown p6havlerrl S
bee martln *oo5pu TB
big slster nun6 -f B
blrd, blue tapechfaa TB
bird, blue Jay toneydva Ttj
blrd, crow chafiza T B
black tdi"r*agu s
black fox wan€ TB
black oak rryffr" T g
Black Rock 

"yfou t R
blanket p{zno T i-q

blazlng ster seed.s .,ifr" T-13

boy o(t"t T k
breacl 

"*rr{ TE
buelcnheat, (sulfur flowered) nukadonup

t
r"

$'

$
\:*1

t
ui

t
j

t
\ ;t

q
1i
$
s

+
t
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t'
1
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>



buunrsh "{o" TB
bunch grass h6okl TE

bunch grass seecls

butterfly nonritst 'T B

buzzarct rfiro T &

c actus , cholla wenatip T t3

camp tupe macla

cane (waXklng stlck) naslt6no

cane rattle charnrya

car atamrl

canylng basket cua(si TB
cattall telba

tetfnl Tg
/

pawamuhu

cave

cecl.ar flat
chlpmnk

cLrc].e dance

clams, fresh water

clover

cold, very
eook house

eottontall
cottonwoocl

coyote

coyote, large

crane, sandhill
creek

cricket
danoe

clence, clrcle
dance, rlng
d.awa, early mornlng

tovayaa

weglnlka

quoata
/poslda I ta

(;"..rn s
navatunl

I
tapoztr I F
pac6vt 7 B

/
lsha

lshakeda

koaoclato
f \*paya I E

/
thunugutl

/
ruga

!iltlrl€r
wagenega

awsnla

-rb

r8
T8

I
weganika T&

T8

$



3 a

kao
/

tehlna

/slvl
,

s

_t

TB
7B

\J

@deep valley
dleer

d.eer bnrsh

desert tnrrtle
dlgelng stlok
cloctor

tlog

<love

clress

drintc

iluok

cluok, oanvas baok

rluck, teal
eagLe

eagle feather
ear

earth

earth quake

east

eat

egg

elebt
evll splrlts
eye

father
fllaree
flsh
ftsh dluck

flve

buhuvla
/ 46ana I E'

cnovemf T 8

pohisa Te
lshav(to T I
uew{ (halwee) T B

topdna Yg
wags

n(" 7B
waiage

klvana
/klnl ..9

hawavi

o{." S
tor6 TB

tunrp yitslgut

maduka

noya

w{suwl

soarnrk

d"r s
nawa

atsa

p(nevrr T B

pawugawl

nun(er 5
fly (Mono lake, Owens Lake)

foocl oontalner dB" T B

( paqut)

cuohdve fB



4.

watsl/gsra S
for, black wahe

fox, grey yewaa

garllc weeil algrr
geese negata
glrl tsua
glve me agulya
glve me a drlnk of water
gopher 

^(y" sgopher snake sohete
grancl father on fatherrs slde
grancl father on mother(s sicle
grandmother on fatherrs slde
greasewood tonavL
grey squlrrel awea

grlndlng hole paha

groundl hog tokovichl
ground nut tuprsl
ground. orrvl_ kewequl
gnrnt of self satLsfactLon, conceit
hantl game noyaglna
hare, SLerra tosa
hat chlta
hawk klnt toyavl
hawk, bulLet (ctarf) tohokinl
hawk, bulLet (grey) tosavana
hawk, bush tovachi wl.a

havrk, small bush payanena

hawk, grasshopper wuchama

hawk, mouse pacbayaa

honey pehave

f our

eglga vaya

cunu

mrha

hutsi

eheha



5.

hoop game

hop sage

hornet

house

house, large

house, sma3.1

f am golng

Incllan

Inyos (East Mountalns)

Jackrabblt
Jenrsalem calcket

Junlper
kangaroo rat
kangaroo rat, large

kangaroo lat, small

kll-lcteer

klngflsher
knlfe

Lake

lancl

lava roek

let us eat

llcorice, w'lLd

wlohanove

coru

plna

n6vr S

pava novt

tonl
mla we rar

numa

slvl tolyavl
eamo

keahono

pawapl

plye

koachl

pathl

tegeclodo

pawemiha

wlht
pawona

turnrp

ayava

tlka vrlka

weoheve

11J-y, blue (uulUs for f ood ) tuprsl
Ltttle boy natsisl
llttle caves tubagl
ltttLe star honus

lLzard tapooha, mogiJa

Llzard, black moqueta

Lone PLne pahonovL

magple quadawoyo



manzanllla

meaclow lerk
medllolne man

mesqulte

nlnk

mtnnows

moocasins

moon

mountaLn

mountain home

mountain mahagony

mountain qual.l

mountaln rLce

mountala sheep

mouse

mouse trap
mrtl hen

mustard

nephew

nlght hawk

nlne

no

north

oak

oak for bow

obslcltan

obsldlan mountaln

6.

tunup

oudlavaa
/nawa D

naDa nln1

koa

wlgeguutr

pohaga

conuB

pachocho

choneta

tapa tsa

t(" -t
tolydvl -S

waganl

tunop

tlketa
wye

"6rB" S
pongagl

pongagl punazlth

saya

poyea

enahaqua

monopewa
/quanlkl J

caa6 oo t.t
/qulwl *$

weha

wlap

tacaBl

topakl

mahagony

mallarcl

man

man,M



ocean

OLanoha Pags

old man

old woman

one

onlon, wlld
0nlon Valley

onlon seed

rrrlt orlole
ow1

owI, ground

owl, ltttJ-e clay

owJ-, screech

paok rat
pants

parchlng besket

"peeullar watern (aIkall)

1nop1e

perch (rfsn)

pestle

petroglyphs

ptne

pine nuts

pine nuts in cone

pinon, single leaf
pine rat, blg
plpe

platfor:n of poles

porcupLne

porcuptne grass

Pot HoLe Lake

7.

payekewlve

otagawl

sugushl

huprchl
/Asumu .)

padlse

teata
pacltse

chevechava

muhu

kewequl

teJanuhu

wayazetch

kawa

kusa

tewoa

moata paya

numa

anapo

pahake

nawoseta

wagovi
/

tuva

okla

tuba

kor3r
/plchinu r.5

pohlquea

csml

huki

kinl patsi ata

,s



pralrle dog

pussy wtLlw
qualI

rabblt
rabblt bnrsh

rabblt skln blanket

raln
ralnbow trout
rat
rat, ltttle Plne

rat, trad.e

rattlesnalce

raven

recl headecl blrd

rice grass

rlng
ring d.ance

river
rlver weecl

roadl nrnner

robin
rock

rosebuds

rose, wLlcl

Rouncl Val-J-ey

sack

sage

sage bnrsh

sage bnrsh seeil

sage, ohla

salt

8.

pawagepa

weakl

tanaka

kamr

segoba

keutrwea

pewa

aka pangwl

yaha

woclagegl

tekawa

toclogoa

panaoh daPlza

weweohl

waL

go$r8

wageneguta

Pata

sLutab

huntpl

sueko

t6opl S
seabuya

teaweha

sugawltl

magoho

salwa

sowaba

sawavrrha

pasecla

ot e#ot -5



Ealt bnrsh

santlblU orane

seed,

seeil beaters

Septenber (plnons rlpe)
EEYEN

shaclscale

shlrt
shoes

slLver fox
Sierra (west mountalns)

slr
skeleton

skunk

malL

sllp
snake

snake, klng

snake, water

snow

soeks

qouth

spoonblJ,L

sprlng (season)

spring (water)

squaw bemles

squaty tea

squawthorn

squl.mel

star

o6nr s
akagava

/
ponlna

t5oehl J
tohapona

togowa

togowate nuphe

pozewa
/

nevavl s
topazona

/
Blta -5

paml tolyavl

J

nroslglva

tawaao

wLvapa

hugrya

tutuB

hopevra

ankvya

/tazet'upa 5
hoklva

9.

toaavl ..

koacloto

utina

tonugg

t{utsuwl

tonova

nodoa

sogl

waha

yavanl

s

storage place for nutg



10.

stork . kodla

sun tfvftu waclu S
zunflower 6ur -5

gunflower (ootton battlne) tabeba

zunflower (Yarrow) rrtrldla

swallow waJogopena

sweathouse mlrga

sweet potato (w11d) oogeha

teeth t(wa J
teepee tegonl

ten

thatohed house tanl
three p"n( S

tlger 111y masaiclo
/r.tobacco piunr \>

tomoat clover posl<la

tongue (uo -5

tree pasovl

tree ohlpunk woachl

tuLe, flat leaf chlwavl

tule roots toyva, t.(o. 5
two *"n{ S
two-polntecl mountain wad.oza

unicorn plant ognip
valley chlpmunk kenipa

valley quatl taklta
war palnt Blsha

water p(y" -$
water grass howob

weasel tecega

weathe:man tuwa



weeds

west

wheat, wl1d

wheat grass

where are you golng ?

whtppoo:ml1l

whlte man

wll.cl oat

wlllows, blaok
wlll,srvs, Darrow leaf
wlnd

wlntly p€ak

wlnnowlng basket

wl.ater

wire nrsh

wolf
wolverlne

woman

woodpecker

yarTow

yerba mansa

pakapl

gunu

toavago

Dans nlal
tukuvlchl

paslta

huata mL awe

seheuba

IL.
chlva

/pFnl s

nrnssr(au S

huniva kal

patsa

tourano

slnava
/,AUnUp \>

yahatekaa

nup{ $
esevana

wluda

ehawanlba

7/ 
"-o^"..& c-,.n-.-{-"-**.$^ / ?

f t *.r{-.n
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Notes from Phlllp Buff mede ln 1978. phlltlp Buff ls a Blaak

Rook Palute, brotber of Tnunan Buff . PblLlp ls bllnd. 11€ llves
at the Flsh Reat Hom€, 1459 Iluwood St.1 StooktonCallf. Mr. Flgh

ls a Creek.

As a small boy I llvecl wlth ny Grandmother uaggle and. my father
Clevelancl &rff , ft was Truman who llveil ,wltb ny other granclmother.

Thls was at tbe Fort.
Clevelandl worked on the ranohes esound the Fort, the Shabbell,

Vroman and Walters 'tranches. I worked on them too ae I boy. r\y

unole John Symes raisecl lots of corn ancl I helped hln.
Before the war I was a wanderer, worklng arouncl. In 1945 I

Jolned the Army. I was ln five years. In the 52nd Dlvtslon I thlnk
1t was. It was oaLlecl the Arrow Dtvislon and later overseas the

Thunclerblrd. It was an Indlan outftt. We were on the Anzlo beaoh

flght.
After my mother dlecl we Eroved to the fndlan Camp at Georges

Creek. There we had. the ery danoe. Just before they took her to
the eemetery they hatl Tnman ancl me Junp over the eoffln. I d,onrt

knorv why we dtd that but I woulel guess lt was to oonfuse the splrits.
My grandlmotherg are burled ln the Indlan cemetery north of Oak.0reek.

H.erbert Bel1as, son of Frank Bellas burnecl to cleath tn a hos-

pltal- bed at Lone Plne from trylng to llght a oigarette. They were

KuhwiJl ShoshonL.

f\uo Stiek Sall-y llved aeross the street south of Trrr:nans.

I used to ohop wood for her. tr ltketl that 3-ady. She always had a

llttle potato soup or somethtng for me when I was a llttle fe116v'r.
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She was ny grandfathers gLgter. She llved ln a grass aacl wlllout

wiklup. She was wantr ln there. She bullt a flre rlgbt on the grouncl

and. cooked there.

IVhen we ilere boys at the Tort ln the wtnter when we were out-

slde and got oold someone would bulltt I fhe. $le would tell them

to bullrl a blg flre, a whlte manrs flre ancl not a lttt1e Indian

flre.
I used. to help my granclmother Maggle neke pthavl (sugar macle

f rom Phragrltes communts ) . ille would cut the oane wlth a bancl slckle
and lay the oene on the grass to d.ry. tlhen they were dry we Urt

tbem on a canvas and beet them out. They were fatrly dry to begln

as we cut them ln the fall when they were drylng out. There are
pLeees

llttle sugsr bugs and pteee of leaves mtxed ln with the sugar after
lve beat the cane wlth stlckg.

I usetl to help the old Ietlles gather acorns, not the bltter
klnd that grows farther up the mountaln but the sort that grows

there at the Fort. They shelled them ancl then pounded them up ln
those two blg rooks near the n111. My grancbnother usecl one roek.

then she took lt over to the ereek ancl mad.e a llttle pond. ln a eancty

pl.ace ancl l1ned lt wlth sacks. They put the acorn meal ln there

untll the bltterness was goDe, Then they were reacly to oook.

They llked the long narrow acorns better then the short rounct ones.

We used. to get a bug somethtng Llke a grasshopper down along

the acquecluct ln the dry salt grass. They stick to the salt grass

ancl .make a Lot of noLse. T{e woulcl plok them off and clry then.

These bugs rvere reddlsh ln oolor. We prrlled the legs off .
Tfe also ate plaghe when we eoultl get tt. I ltketl lt. ft makes

goocl soup. They make lt out of drled plagha.
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f had a bunch of dlstant relatlons I oalled unoleg, Georgc

Shephercl, Pete Thonas, John Shepherdl. They all oome out of Georges

Creek.

I went to school at Sheruan for sll year3. After flnlshlng
the seventh grade ln the d.ay school at the tr'ort they sent us to
Shenaan. I llked Shernan. ft wag the best pert of ny Llfe. All
trlbee were frlendly. I playetl s11{1e trombone ln the bancl. ! y

father bought I sllde trombone when I wag ln the seventh grade and

vihen he gave lt up he gave the horn to me. I took lt to Shennan

wlth me. I dldnf t knsw a thlng about pJ-aying lt. The banclmaeter

put me rlght on lt and I flnally eaught on and dld aLrlght. Vle

also hacl an fndian bancl at the Fort. W€ p]-ayerl whlte muslo at the

celebratlons. TJe becl a whlte guy Montgomery es our dlreotor. When

Governer Stevenson iledleated somethlng at the Rand.sburg Mlne we

played there. Some whlte boys played wlth us.

I went to the Last fandango ever held in the Orvens Val1ey.

It was held ln the sand hllls on the west slde of the rlver between

Laws ancl Blshop. It was ealled Sand 8111 or Church uill. The

Incllane hacl a ohureh there. Aeross the eaaal they bu1lt thelr
wllLow fenee for claneLng. They stopped havlng fandangos because

of too much clvlllzdtLon end drinklng'go!.rrg on.

When I was a real sma11 boy J. sarr then playlng the spear ancl

hoop game (chunkey'f ). The hooB was mad.e of wlIlovr about six lnehes

ScTOSg.

My pl-ayrnate pal ancl I paokecl ln stlcks when they bullt a

svieathouse. Y{e were always helping the men when they macle stuff.
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The last one they bullt wag ln the ssge brush above the Fort. It
had two plllars 1n the oenter to hold of the rafters. Tbey cllg a

plt ancl roof lt. They used mud for part of the roof. The emoke

hole wag over the door. In ookl weather tbe house msn would go there

early and bulld a flre to wara the place up. PeopLe would play

cards ln there. A whole gang of us kl.ds would go ta wlth the flre
man and lay around. It got hot Ln there and we wotrlcl sweat. Then

they woul-d nake us go Junp ln the ereek. The cloor to the sweat house

was always on the eest slde, rlhn I clonrt know.

I got married to ullda lleredlth at Blshop. ttve had three boys,

Donalcl,RaSnnoncl Brff , the olclest, Rolancl Roy Erff , then Rlchard Blrff ,
the youngest. HLs wlfe ktlled hln ln Reno. They had been drlnking.

Just before I got married I went to Taboose Creek to vlslt my

granclfather. tJihlle f was there I saw ny oJ.d boyhood frlend Arthur
Patent. tl€ hacl a llttle house on George Ramshawts Blaoe. That

r.:as the last tlme I gaw h1m allve. He olalmeil to be a nedecLne

man ancl he usecl to ebant. Hls father Alex was also a doctor anrl

he was ktlled at the Sancl ElI1s fandango.

My grenclmother ceme from Blaek Rock and she was eall-etl Blaok

Roek Maggle.

People saltl that olcl John topez, the crlppJ-ed fell-sn that hung

erouncl the Fort was one of the guys that klIled Alex Patent. Tb.ey

sey he mumbled that on hls death becl.

Glldersleeve got thrown out of a boxoar burnnlng a rlde from

Hawthorne to Schurz.
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When pthavl getg a llttle ilanp lt hardcns up llke rook oancly.

After beatlng the oene the pteces of leaveg are gotten out by

wlnnwing.
C'eorge Symes had eome property up on Symes Creek and gold lt

to the Clty of Ios Angelee.

My grandmother Magglers last husband wos a oow Frnoher namedl
and

Moreno (Marlno?). He punohed oattle for Merecllth' for Shabbell.

Barlow of Blg Plne had part ln the klrune of Aler patent.

He got dnrnk anrl talked. about lt.
MeKLnley Sterart, also of Blg Plne reset:yation, went on a

drlnklng spree one tlne wlth Trlman Brrff encl aclnltted helplng k111

Alex.
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Mlscelleneous Notee from Tnttnan Buff 1979

My nldtclle name ls Lowell. My brother Phlllpts mlddle

namo ls Grotgc. Nancd after C'corge SSrrmes.

Gooee Lake, southeast of Black Rook flsh hatohery, was

around twenty feet tleep. Sancl bottom. It ls ncnv dry slnoe

the DSP. In the old days lt was neyer drfr eyen ln droughth

yeals. We usecl to go flghlng and rluok huntlng there. There

were more lakes near there. They are dry nos too.

After we hanrestecl. plhavt ln the fall we would burn off
what was left to make room for next years orop. We wotrld

llebt the flelds at the Bleok Rock Flsh Hatchery ancl they

wouldl burn to Owens Lake. fn the faIl the swamps woulcl be

clry enough to burn.

My grandlnother told me anrl I bave seen this for nyself
that ln tbe sprlng Owens Rlve:r would overfLsrs lts banks and

woulil be as muah ae three nllee wlde.

The tules ny daughter gets for thelr mrza (reJ-lglous

sweat houge) tney get dmrn along the rlver ln swampy plaees,

These tules are not oattatls or plhavl. The fndlans used.

these tules for foocl. RrLl then up and. eat the bottom of
the stalks. (Probably a slnoles of bulnesh - Solrpue).

In the nuza they only burn eottonwood. or blaok wLllou.
It has some rellglous slgnlfloance, what I donrt knorv. Tbls

fndlan d.oetor (shanan) ls from Arbuckle, Callf. I dontt
know what trtbe he ls, (Thls wag foru,erly patrrrin terrltory).

They only use BulI Durb,am tobaceo ln the Bruza or Ln

case they dontt have BulI Durhan they use wl1d. tobaeco.

They bullt the muza ln ny beok yarcl to the dootorra slnctft-
oatlons. No plt was dug. rt 1g butl-t flat on tb,e glound.
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A elrolc of wlIlow polee ls medc and they are tletl together

wlth blroh. Only blroh oan be uged.. No roof. The Aoor ls
on the east gidle.

Hank Eunter told ne tbat ln the olil days they tled the

cleacl people up tn the foetal posltlon anA burled them slttlng
up faolng east. Phyllls Hunter has the book Hank antl I mad.e

of the old tlmes.

My wlfets slster ls the one that wrote the book nlncllans

of Coo-5ru-ee Pab (Pyranltl Lake)!, author NelLle Shaw Earnar,

Lgl{, Ttlestern Prlntlng and RrbLtshlng Co., Box 601, Sparks,

ldevatla 89431. (She has had a serloug stroke 8-16-?9).

Eer father told me the Intllans at Pyrarn{d Lake had a

blg ceve they woulcl stay ln when they were making war on

the wagon tralng.
The Flsh and Game gave ny daug_lter last week around

40 of these ltttle deer they have along the ooast. The

Flsh endl Game kllled them around San Luls Oblspo where they
were bothertng the farners. She startecl up at Colevllle
glvlng them away to fndlans and gave them away aIl along

clown to Lone Plne.
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Shoshonl words reaalled by Myrtlc Tate Myles ln Ootober

L979, esslsted by her slgter Mre. Clarlce UhJ-meyer of Lone

Plne, Callfornla. Thls dlalect of Shoshonl was spoken ln
Blg Srnoky Valley, Nye and Iancler Countles, Nevada. Mrs, Myles

ls 93 years old, The perents of these two laclles, Thomas

ancl Isther Tate, ran I stage statlon ln the l890rs ln Btg

$noky Yalley.
Koso

These words are wrltten ln the KuhwfJl€hselea#alphabet.

1. Tornan -- nalabl naL r -uh-bee

2. horse bango buhnf-go

3. eow -- larcho larr-oho

4, water paw

5. drlnk of water pawlbashuen pawr-ee-buh-shut-en

6. I clonrt understand kayuangashembana

ka y t -nuhn-gah-shem-bah I -nuh

7. no good. awzalt awr-zalt
8, vr'here are you golng ? -- hakatamla hahkr-uh-tuh-meet-uh

9. great grandmother or olcl woman hupatlchl
hu-puh-tlhr -ohee

10. sllver or money napLas nah-1ne-ahsl

11. clanoe br fandango negakln ne-guh-klhnt

r-2. hurry up guta gut -tah
15.

14. foocl tikap tlhr -krrhp
15, squaw slkawew seekf-uh-waw

16. come here kima keer-nuh
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Thls vocebulary was record.ed at my request Maroh 1980 by

Mr. Angel Lara, Reslclent Dlrector and also manager of the oampus

of the Unlverslty of 0klahona at Eaclencla EI CdUano, sltuated 5

nllee from Collma, Collma, Merleo. The lnfomant ls a shXr basb-

ful Indlan of supposed Nahuatl stock namedl Apollnar Marcos. H€

llves ln the state of Guerrero ebout 50 nlles east of Aoaprloo.

He was temporarlLy at the vlll-age of EI Cduano worklng 1n the sugar

cane harvest as a oane cutter. The reaorcllng was macle d.urlng a

fiesta at the coneluslon of a short course by Mllforcl Zorneg of
Mt. Caruel, Utah, ertlst ancl art lnetructor.
1. one, uno set short c

?,, two, dos pJt"t
5. threertres -- yel

4, moon, luna r6tutto
5. how are Xorr como estag kenltekCstlnome

6. Irm flne, Thank Xour Istoy bien, graelas eselCuwl

?, where do you llve, elonde v{vas c(rlomuohang

8. I llve tn EI c6u"no, vlvo en El cJuano oL/aconochang c6uano

9. my nau,e ls Apollner, me ll-amo Apollnar notoo6 pJffoe

10. bead, oabeza -- t6oon

11. arm, brazo ru/t"

L2. legr plerna *u""tu6og

15. hand, mano td*utg

14. f lnger, cledo *"n{r"ru*
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15. halrr pelo #tro
16. €X6r oJo -- nlst{wen

L7, nouth, boca nuc6rnat

18. nose, narlz netlgJtsoz z as ln zlp
19. chest, peeho UyJtspaar

20, stomaeh, estomago pJr""

2!, knee, rocll11a nustatJpr:n

22, water, agua ats

2?., whlte, blanco fstic
24. shlrt, eanlea lao{ntllc second a as ln and

25. moon, luna tonltnil
80. sun, sol- ton(tnff
27, star, estrella rdt"thlt
28, ohlcken, gaIIlne p{W

/
29, tlogr perro chlchl t es ln htt
50. tortllla tasc{te
5L. bean, frtJol yet

32. oorn, malz saldte

7;l.. boyr muehacho ""p(r"nrf a as ln ancl, hJ. is one 1etter
s4. son, hlJo dloond

r,5. tree, arbol itf"
56. sun, soL etay(a

Mr. Apollnar }darcos speaks no Engllsh so the vocabulary ls
Spanlsh - Nahuatl. The EngUsh 1s glven flrst for those who know

no Spanlsh.

Sp6nlsh pronunciatlon ts used for the lrlahuatl wlth the

addltlon of w. ExceptS.ons sre noted. Thl aarl hl are surd.g as

ln Pollsh ancl Muskokl.

I have no explanatlon for 4, 25, 26, 36.

C

(
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Claro Butt have 50th

memberc.tt concerts et the Fort on weclsen&.
It was aa e$recdon that drcw audiencea io goodtt
n1'mbcrg.

': Trumen Buf of Fon Iodependence first met
Clara Shaw of Vadswirrd, Nev. at the Carson
Qity tndian School in Neva&. Since then rhe
Srhool's name has bcen changcd to Stewan Indian
$chool and Clara Shaw dso had a name change
f,,hen on Apnl 22,1930 she became Mrs. Truman
Dutr i" Reno, a marriage for which they were
tglcc.ndy honored with a golden wedding anni-

Trumaa has continued his music playing ovtr
thc ycars..H. q." fegular .*th.$e Twilightcn,
a group th"t phys st senior citizen functioos.
His instnrments are the violin, dl the feeds and
thc drums. ln 1927 he was with e combo based io
Elko, Nev., that played arouad Nevada in Austil,
Ely, Reoo, Loveloek and Fallon or any othqr plarqc'
where ,lpqce music was wantirg. He pldyed Sc
violin and banjo, . ,, i

Anotber of his talents was basebdl and that
spurrcd a lot of ssminiscisg. He had a good glovc
and a good bet aod played the oudeld. Hc wasqig .

aa todcpc'ndcribe tdwd team l4)!c Pibc, Big Plpr-
Bishop, Trone, Iaws and Randsburg were amoog
the oplnnents.

Th;- late ltarry Miller was e top pitchcr and
although Brff ras quite youag, he learoed mrrh
from him on how to swing e bit, Back in the &ys
of the Gvilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in thc
early 1930's, Tnunan was et a camp in Orego
where he played on the baseball team.

I:ter, he worked for the tos Angeles Dcpt. :

of Tfater aid Power oo the Moso -tuonel jdb. ;
There wias e'ten ybar pcriod witb the state rood r

department, now known as C,altrans. Thgn it was r

bact to DWP from which he retired on Dec. 4, 1971 t
after having pur io 32 yeers of service with tbcj !
deparrment, I . I

Ctara guff went on to graduate from Shermao '!
Institurc in Sfiverside and in 19t7 bccame e nursc's :
aif at Southern loyo Hospital, _S.he regryd after :
14 years. Trumao also attended Sherman losunrtc a
for a time. The Buffs now reside at their home oo I
chil&cn; Harold,

and Clara Buffwere inveigled, as it were, There are tlrree
a perty at the home of William and lda Mac grandchild.

that placed

the Ft. lndepcodcnce rescrvition. They have thrcc a
BuffDavis..: a

!one great
a

Ft. Indelrcndence,
on a halfcentury of martied

the stamp of
life. Ncigh- rrelatives and friends frorir near and far were

to wish the Bufis the.bcst as thcy contioue

*,r'r rr:;**-'
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May 411980 An account by Ben B. Baker of Lone plne who

has been a resldent pf Owens Valley for 4b years.

John S3mmes usecl to cone ln to our dnrgstore ln fndependence.

He was a happy man. Always had a smlle on hlg face. rn later
years he wourcl oome lnto our d.nrgstore tn r,one P1ne, set dlown

at a booth, eat some 1ce oream ancl reulnlsce about ord tl4es,
about how swampy Lone Pine wae tlren and what a lush growth tb.ere

was, grass so tall you coulcl hardly see the horses. The Inctlans

went up on the Alabana Hllls where there was a breeze to sleep

beeause there were so many mosquitos ancl buga.

John said. the Indlans usecl nets to catch tlucks. trohn was

chlef of the Fort Independence bancl of Palutes.

r was well aoqualnted wlth Anclrew Glen who lived at the

mouth of Tuttle creek. sometlmes r helped hlna lmlgate. H€

only had one 1"9. r unclerstand he 1ost one as a bout wlth a

bootJ.egB€?.

He had a haLf-brother Fred Glen who l1ved at Inclependence.

Ite had I drrrgstore at both towns and Fred wouLcl come ln to buu

a rlde back home. Fred hact a wlfe Florence Gregory who was a

frlentl of our fanlly ancl took oare of our launclery. She clt{l all
our launclry for $5,o0 a week, There was onl-y one trouble,
you had to h6ve lots of laundry beoause you never knew when you

would get lt baok, vrhen I ftrst crnle to rndepenrlence ( o 19gb)

rt was $s.Oo a week whlch she salcl was enough. when Margaret
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end I got narrled andl had I son there was lots more launclry but

she woultl only take $5.00 a week. It was beautlfully done when

you dld get lt. Thts went on for years and then one dlay she

refirsed to clo lt any more. We eouldnf t flgure out why. Later
we heard ehe hacl salcl that her work wasnrt gooct enougb for Mr.

Baker. We flgured out what was vrong. I had been to Mexlco

at a tlne ln WT{ II when there was no whlte llnen for sale ln the

U.S. I had bought some whlte shlrts ln Mexloo and ln order to
avolct paylng duty on them I had them laundered clown thele.
These shlrts wlth a launclry m.ark on them broke Florencef s

heart ancl for a couple years she r/oul-dnft even oome ln the store.

Flna1ly Florence hearcl from a frlencl that the trip to ivlexloo

was where the laundlry mark came from so she oame 1n the store,
threw her ams arouncl Margaret anil saltt 'tNow I knovv who my frlend.s

ale.n From then on she was a member of the fanlly again.

She wouldl oome to our home ancl stay a whlle. She would take

over the televlslon ancl stay as long as she llked. Yie ate at
the restaurant, Florence too, ancl I paltl the b111.

Wben she became terminally 111 at the hospltal and about

to dle she askecl the hospltal to oome to our place. They told
her no, she was too slck to go any pJ_ace. Florence told them

to ask Mrs. Beker. She was moveci to our house anil dled there.
She sald she wanted. to be wlth frlencls.

FLorenoe had been marrleil 4 or 5 times. Feopre who knew

her salcl she was I very beautlfur glrl. That ls probably tnre
as she was a nlee looklng woman.



3

C-

BURRELL C. DAWSON
P. O. BOX 794

IONE P|NE" CA 935.1!

She had a llttle place out at Fort Incleoend.ence wlth

runnlng water. She woultl bulld a flre to heat the water and do

the laundry there.

She was oLose to 7O when she dled.

f knew Harry Mtller j very welI. IIe was a flne rl,aDo One

of hls boys was ln Spaln ln the war, mamled a Spanlsh glrl and

l1ves there. Harry illed recently. Hls wlfe was white.

Trrman Buff was I real good baseball player. He was I
better than average hitter. He woulcl stand. up to the plate llke
he was half asleep but to try to put a fast ball by hlm was a

mLstake. He had to hlt them a long weys because he oouldntt

run very fast. He pl-ayed on the Indepenclence town team for
years.

The Dontlero broth"ers vrho played on the Lee Vlning team

were very good. ball pleyers, They were friend.s of l{arry MllLer.
My wlfe Margeret was at the house slck for three clays once

when Florence came. She asked me tf I oarecl lf she said a

prayer for Margaret. I toLd her to go ahead. She saicl ttYou

got a god ancl we got a gotl. I want to say a prayer to our god.n

I was at the store when she allal. Our 7 year ol-rl son oame home

and heard thls conmotj.on and went and got a cleaver to protect

hts mother and then found she was not belng harr.etl. It was a

long pra.ver. The next clay Margaret was weIl.
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I wae out huntlng one tlme wtth one of Harry Mlllerrs boys

and when lunch ttne oame he threw a Llttle plece of food ln the

f our cllreotlons. When we left he 1nrt a cigarette ln the forlc

of a plnyon tree. I agkecl h1m how oome and he gald that was for
Blg Foot. I clonrt know tf he was kldd.lng.

He tolrl me that ln the ol-cl rlays the varlous trees ln the

plnyon groves were ownecl by varlous people. If someone took

nuts from someone eLse I s tree the one who ornrned the tree woulci

put snake venom uncler the bark of a tree of the thlef
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For the past couple yeors Llargaret
ancl r have been recordlng unrecorded petroglyphs and pictogrephs
before they are lost inm theft, vendalism etc. 

,

rlve mlles across the stete llne 1n Nevada we found
a canyon cut in a soft rock, tuff, that had many lnteglio
petroglyphs, ell badly eroded except the one on the bottom
of the sheet.

The one on the top was copled. because of the unusuel
spelllng GEROID. Names of whltes and detes are lnscribeal
ln thls tuff.

The tlate 1806 vras on a block thet had fallen from the
cenyon wal1. Ten feet away and facing the date was the
inscrlptlon that looks to be in the cyrllllc arphabet.

The ttate.and the Cyrlllic rley or.moy not be connedted,.

&,---,*//CPa ('2-f-t'^-

I

7 -23-8.l.

rf thls ls cyrllllc lt ls a moclifled forur of lt. voweLg

seem to be J-acklng or they may be those characters r flnd
that are not ln a Russlan dlctlonary. rn thls town of
2r00o ancl county of l-7,000 (with area the srze of ve:rnont)

further research facilltles on this seern to be mlsslng.

C- DA-.zus,u-+

SURRELL C. DAWSON
P.C. 60x 5:6

LCNg P;1.15, CA 9354:
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The Ltfe tlistory of lhilip G. Buff
by

Fhlllp G. Buff
as tolcl to

Burrell C. Dawson

r wes born August 6rr1g0g, probably at an rndlan canp
neer Fort rndependence, rnyg county, cal-lfornla. r 8m a
full-blood. Palute. My folks named me George but they changed
my name when my mother died. rt vras our eustom. r was two
or three years oLd.

r donf ti'remember much about my mother. r remember
her belng bed rldden in an rndian camp Just vrest of Lone
Plne near what ls novr Fortugee Joe campground.. she caLled
me and sonte of my rlttle playraates over and gave us eaeh
a pieee of coeonut cake bought et the store.

The next reraembrence is of llving in an rnilian camp

north of the i.labama Hll-ls, probably on Hogback creek.
.i;hen ny mother d.ied they had the cry-dance there. rt was
at night. i,'iy dad end ny uncle took me and my brother Trurcan
by the anns end had us Jump over the coffin. T;hen they took

2-a/
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her ewey to the greveyard they had another Indlen custom.

They took me and rruman and some of our llttre couslns sncr

shut us up in e tent so we could. not look tovrards the
graveyard.

Then they took me to llve wlth my grsndmother on my

fatherrs side. I cantt remember much of these eerly days.

Trhen my grandmother vrent to town to work for people she took
me elong. I would play vrlth the lltt1e u'hlte boys. There

was Yandells, I'Iairsr, Sbueys. lie vrould play basebaLl on

the diemond they had ln town.

r remember the flrst day r vrent to school at the rndlen
dey school at the reservation at Fort rnctependence. r had

I pocket nr1] of blscuits antl dropped crumbs all over the

floor. r rea1ly donrt remember much of these early days.

I finlshed the seventh grode here at the day school
and. from here they sent us either to,stevrart rndlan school
at Carson City, Ii.evade or Shernqan fndlan School at Rivers|de,
Callfornia. I chose to go to Rlverslde.

A11 thls tlne f llved wlth my grandmother. f dldntt
live'with my brother Truman. He lived v:lth our grandmother

trmma on our fatherf s slcle. The grandmother I rived wlth
rn'as i,{aggle, iiaggie i'iarlno was her name at that ttne. The

shabbell boys called her lilack Rock ii{ageie because she r,'BS

frona the blaek rocks north of here.
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Irly grand.mother v;es born end ralsed at the Inctlan

settlement at BIack Rock. Thls vres neer the intersectlon
of lilghway 595 and Taboose Creek.

The flrst plece me and ny granclmother llved rruas near

the old n111 on the west edge of the reservation. Then v.,e

llved east of there just north of the old high$rey. \te llved
there v,'hen I went to sehool- at Rlverslde end when my step-
grandfather died. That was Charlie MarLno. That was my

grandmotherts second husband. Vle lived ln a one room house.

l?e stl11 had Indlan police at that tlme. That was when the

Spanlsh influenza hit. Vi'e were not allovred to go visitlng
around. 'v;e had to stay ln the house except to get v.ood for
the fire or v;ater.

i;'iy grandmother and my father $:ere both dovrn sick. My

step-grand.father had dled before thls. I was slek too but

not as bad as. them. So I cooked, chopped the woodr got the

vrater and took care of them.

Everybod.y lived i.n one room houses. They were bullt
out of whatever lu:nber people could get. Just a place to
sleep and to cook. charlie L{arino used to herd and cattle
drive for the shebbells and the };ialrs up to the hlgh moun-

talns and get money for a little lunber thet v{Efr He would

stey ther"e v:ith the cattle untll fall- end then drive them

beek to the velley. i,hen he v:asn't doing that he would get

ahold of a piece of ground from the shabbell brothers a

littIe north of here and plant a whole field of beans, pink

beans, :;iexican beans ure ca1lec1 them.
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',l'hen lt come harvest tlme CharLle r*rould hire a couple

ladles and the.y and grendmother end me would go out wlth
baskets and canves and thresh them. Vie wouLd lay the csnves

d.own and p1le the bushes on them and then hit them with long
stleks. This would knock the beans out. Then the ladles
vtould take their baskets and vrinnow them to cl_ean the trash
out.

For corn we had one of those hend crank corn shellers.
I used to operate that.

At Riverside school r played in the band and in the
orchestra, Truman and some cousins from the reservetion
at i3ig Plne v;ent there bef,ore r dld. r flrst went in 19p3.

r was there six years. r played slide trombone in the band

end vlolin in the orchestra.

r suppose vre got our musicar ability, o€ and rnrman,

from our father ancl uncle. !'ihen we v/ere llttl_e they had an

all rndlan benil here at the Fort. They used to practiee
a couple tlmes e rrseek at the schoolhous€. L{y father had a

llttle house built alongside ours and had several instm-
ments .there vrhere he llved. tr';hen he was gone vre v:ould sneak

ln through the vrindov,' and play them. of course vre did.nrt
know how to play but v,'e llked it.

lihen our father and uncle savl vre were lnterested in
nusic they started teaching us. our bend learler was the
fndlan policeman at the Fort. He played the cornet and v:as

good- at it. He v,ras also e drumner. He used to mareh us

around. that sehoolhouse beeting that dnrm for us. Then when

r vrent to sherrnan r already knew somethlng about musle and
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lt dldnrt take long for me to be one of the top trombone

players there.
I d.onrt remember erer seelng a fand.ango here at the

Fort but r do know we had what they called rabblt feests.
The men would go out and 1c111 lots of Jackrabbits end dress

them and the women wouLd brlng ples and cakes and cook them.

Everybotty wourd come to the gatherlng ground we had Just
vrest of the reservation. There was a tabLe there wlth alL
the dressed rebblts on lt end when the vromen would come wlth
their stuff and set lt on the table they viourd get a rabbtt
in return. I remember one when I was about seven.

The men all had shotguns, the old fashlon ones rrrith

the trlggers outside. John westerville even hacl a single
barrer lO-gauge, a powerful weapon. rle was a heavy set man

and needetl to be to handle that g[D. The worcl for rebblt ls
kat-ma (a as ln what), r clonrt remember the worcr for rabbLt
feast.

tr'then r vres four and flve yeers o1d we gathered ln the

sweat house in the winter time and that was the tlme they
told the legends. They clld.ntt te11 then in the surmero

The legends vri€T€ ]ong. ft would take tv.'o or three nlghts
to complete one legend. songs vrent vrlth the stories. They

told the story for e v;hlle end then they u:ourd sing. They

stopped uslng the sln'eet house about the time of the spar:lsh

influenza epld-emlc. That kllled lots of rndians here.
rn the surmer time along about one or tvro orelook the

people v"ouId start towards the gathering ground. After the
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epldeTnlc they stopned dolng that because there werenrt many

people left.
The gatherlng ground was et the west edge of the r€s€r-

vatlon north of the north fork of Oak creek. There was a

tree grew up there, The sweat house vras north of there tn
the roeks and sa€le b:rrsh.

There used to be another one down beLow there but lt
was torn down end the one bullt north and west of the north
fork. That was the last one bullt.

l'le other one was torn down because the fndians at
thet tlme bel-leved in ghosts and they thought it vras haunted

by the ghosts of dead people.

The tree at the gathering ground. was a tsLack Wlllow.
rt gave good shade for the old timers to Blay eards under.

rndians came there socially from Lone Plne, Manzenar and

up nortb. There was blg dolngs there Thankglvlng ancl

christmas. lre arso had big clinners under a tree across the

lane rlght here. There used to be lots of snow. r remember

going to the chrlstmas tree at the schoolhouse through the

snow.

The swlteh from the Palute langlrage to Engllsh started.

when they started sendi.ng us to school. ?hey vranted us to
telk nothing but English, If the;. caught us talklng Falute

they would punish us,

After school v're v:ould talk Faiute and play the gau.es

our grandfathers taught us. lri'e played the handgame vrith

those llttle sticks about tvro or three inehes 1ong, one viith

die)
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a bleek string tled around lt. .rior tal1y stlcks we cut
v'11-1ov; sticks about twelve lnches 1ong.

The old ladles hed a game v:lth spJ.lt stlcks they colored

red and some blue on the flet side. They tossed them ln the

alr and then counted offspaces wlth short stlcks ln spaces

between long sticks. The col-ored sticks were about eighteen
lnehes 1ong. when r was in rompers r usecl to see my grand

mother pl-ay it. It was a ladles eiame.

Pailsh {pelr-ish al as 1n r, 1 es in hlt) was the ngme

of e game pleyed by the men. rt v'es prayed on B creared
erea ove? neer the sv:eet house. a man l,'ould ro11 a u'heel

or hoop made of v'ood along the ground and another man v:oulci

throw long stlcks at lt. r donrt know how they kept score,
(Trrls vrould be one of the v.'estern varletles of chunkey or
the hoop-and-pole gane. )

vr'hen r got out of sherman r came home end went to vrork

on a cor:struction Job for the state Highv:ay. rt v.'as breck
topping the road. l{hen v/e got to Fish springs the Job v:as

over.

I'lext r v:ent to work on the Job putting tn the se1i.,er

line at rndependenee, eonnecting all the buildlngs to it.
ir'je put the l-1ne undernesth the aqueduct rnhere v;e crossed
it,

Lext nre got e job building that big v,'arehouse for the
clty of Los Angeles, Dept of YJater and tower, Bt rnd.ependence.

ITe had the same boss v:e had on the sev:,er Job.
r was married and had been living in Bishop but vre moved
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d.own here to the Fort and rented a l1tt1e cottege from my

uncle John Synrnes. lrhen t'he vrerehouse Job was done we moved

back to Blshop ln a llttIe house we rented from Los Angel_es

and I started worklng around town.

After a whll-e I got a Job on tbe extra gang worklng on

the Stete ,Hlghway from Blshop to tsenton. That wlnter we

u'orkecl on clynamlting the snow drlfts above Benton towarils

Idontgomery Pass. The bullclozers and snow plor','s canrt cut

the drifts when they pack deep and freeze. That was the only
way we coul-d keep the hlghway open.

f got marrled ln the latter part of 1929. iv{y wlfets
name was HlLcla Merecllth. lTe had three litt1e klds and I
had to take any Job offereci me to keep things going. H11da

v/as born and raised in Blshop. she was part Palute and part
colored.. The oldest boy ls named. Donalcl RaSrmoni[ Buff. He

now llves at Lone Pine (1981). He is marrled. The second

ls named Rawlln Leroy Buff. He llves i.n Susanville (1981).

The youngest was Rlchard Eugene Buff. His wife kllled hln
in a fight over money matters.

Donaldrs vrife is named Ruth. They live on the reser-
vation et Lone Plne. Ruthfs father 1s shoshone and her grand

mother ls Palute from the Fort. Ruth ls a Bellas.
(Tne following ts from Cl-ara Buff , v,'lfe of philiprs

brother Truaan. ) I am a Pyramld l,ake peiute. The Indlens
here at the Fort telk a l-1ttl-e blt different from those at
Bishop. My glrl frlend. ls chemehuevL. They talk somethlng

llke us at Fyramld Lake. The Brirlgeport ancl }ulono Lake Indians
talk llke the lVevada Palutes. r can understancl them when

)
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they talk. The ldono at North Fork talk llke they clo at the
Folk. sorne of the worcls ln the pyranld palute are the same

ss they are here at the Fort but when they taLk I canft uncLer-

stand. them. Fhlllpts grandrnother llved here and she tal_ked

a Iot. I got so f eouLd unclerstancl her. The Inclians at
Fort HalI, rclaho, talk llke we do at pyrarnld. rn the spring
of l-980 my daughter Dorothy and r went to Fort HaLr for the
sundance. r coultt untterstand everythlng they sald. rt ia a

rellglous clanee. They clonf t like too many outslders. The

dance goes on for days. The rast clax, usually on a sunday,
they get out there ln a row vrlth blankets over thelr heacls

end kneel and pray to thelr God. They clonrt call hLm God.

They call hLm Granctfather. They do this Just as the sun is
comlng up. Then the slnger sings.

The rntllans here at the Fort believe the same. Irrhen

the rnclien cloetor comes over from Davls and holds a cerenony
they pray to Grandfather. Then they hold a sweat. They

ask for heallng. Lots of our boys here ilr:lnk too mueh ancl

they ask for them. They try to get the younger generatlon
to come in on account of the drinking. i*ly daughter Dorothy
had a sweat house bullt rlght here at the Fort and people
came from alI over on sundays, van Loads. ?h.ey took turns
ln the sr,'ieat house. Then they would feed the boys and take
them to rnd.epenclence to a place for :+lcohollcs, snow caps.

(Phillp Buff resumes). Hll_da and f spent thlrteen
years together. Then f Left home. It was not entlrely
all my fault or her fauLt. Hilda hacl alvful heailaches.

,::i:"?..:"rffi w9
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Hllda vias put in the hospitel enil checked up, The

doctors perforned a hysterectomy. Then she begin to feel
better.

Then thlngs started golng from bad to worse. To sklp
the detalls Hllda started. stepplng out encl I started to hlt
the bottle. },rre quarreLecl a lot. r stayed out lots of nlghts.
Hl1da had me thrown ln JalI. Les Horton amested me and I
appeared before Justlce Snlth. He ordered me not to go home

and to stay away from hel. So I went up to West Elshop anct

lived with my cousln ,fohn Barlow. He used to live in Btg

Plne. VJe worked arounci Blshop ancl Round Valley.
After f left home Hlkla 1l'rt the olclest boys ln Carson

fndlan School at Stewart ancl the youngest ln a boarding

school at North Fork. Vihen Rlchard was ol-cler he went to
Stewart with hls brothers,

In the war the flrst actlon I sav/ v\res egainst Rormel

ln North Africa. r was ln an ammunitlon ordnance unit then.
That rras near Casa B1anca.

At Anzio Beach f was in Company B, 145th Division, the

Thunderblrd Dlvlsion. company B was all fndian from Okla-

homa except me, mostly Pawnee and shawneeo yie fought through.

rtaly, southern tr'ranee ancl rrvhen we got to the black Forest

ln Gem,any only me and one other rndian was l-eft. I,e served

at I'Ionte cassinorRenido River, volturno River, and others.
The other zuy was a Fawnee. He was a sargeant in charge of
a pl-atoon.

By the time vre got to the Black Forest he had piled up

EURRELL C, DAWSON
P. o. Box 794

LONE PINE, CA 93545
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fnfo from ArnY cllscharge PaPer.
-aPhl]Ilp Bnff 59 160 545 Prlvate L79 Infantry Reglment

Eonorebly Dlschalgecl at Camp Beale Callf Dec 25, 1945. '

Born Aug 31r1909r at Inclepenclence Ca1lf. Inilucted'

June 2511941. '

Rl-fleman, Combat Infantrynan Batlge. Batt1es ancl Cam-

palgns -- Rhlnelancl, Central l\rrope, Rome, Arno, Southern

tr'rance.

DecoratLons antl Cltations Amerlcan Canpalgn Meclalt

World lYar.II Vlctory Meclal, European African Mlddle Eastern

Cempalgn l{ectal, .Amerlcan Defense Serwice I'{ecial, .Rrrple Heart

wlth 2 Oak Leaf Clusters.

Fl1ed 1n County Recorclers Office l-n Inclepencience Galif
tn Mtl-ltary Discharges Book Vol 1, page 416.'
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enough points for a discherge. I{e came over to the sectlon
we were grardlng to look me up ancl say goodbye. That left
me ln an outflt of all replacements, all whlte boys.

T'jhen the ThunClerbird Dlvislon got to Rome they set a

camp for u'hat was left of us a couple mlles outslde the clty.
T"e spent a couple weeks there Just foollng around antl seelng

the slghts.
Then they sent us to ltTaples and lnlancl to a ltttle town

called Paestum. Here we stayed. a month, hlct arlay from the

enemy. The enemy had lt in for us because we raised. so much

he1I wlth them, At Rome another dlvlsion took our place

1n the front lLne.

I thlnk we haci got a llttle careless wlth the enemy.

t/e put patrols out behind their llnes wreoking Tlger tanks,
we hacl bazooka teams blowlng off thelr treads. ThLs was at
AnzLo Beach ancl lt was things llke this that caused us to
lose a lot of men,

I,:hen we left our canlp near Neples they put rtalian
prisoners ln lt. From there they took us to southern France.
l'ie landed at La croix on the Rlviera. There was no enemy

opposition. The ldea of our landing v:as to dravr troops av.ray

from the i'iormandy landing and thus vreaken enemy reslstance.
i'e were at St. Trope2 and St. R€phael but the en€my never
eome.

I':ext vre loaded up on box cars and went to Grenoble but
no enemy there, Our next rlde r^ras by French Ptrllnan cars
ferther inland and then vie got opposition. The Germans

occupied small towns along and pulled dirtl, trieks on us.
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The Germans knevr vre wouLd not fire on viomen and l<1ds

so they would send the women out ln the streets to get water

from the cornmunlty well and the klds to play. Thls set up

an ambush. Ancl we woulclnf t open up our artlllery on them.

rn one vllIage we had a twelve men pstror to reconnolter,
r took one slile of the street and my partner took the other.
The rest of us steyed back ln the hl]ls waltlng. When we

got ln the village far enough they opened flre on us. They

killed us all excepp ne ancl another fellow. he got away.

r saw some Gernans at the back of houses trylng to get away.

r opened flre on them ancl they on me. f got hlt in the 1eg

enil feIl ln the street. r managed. to get behlnd a werl and

make tt baek to our outflt, One of the guys across the
street hollered to me to help him, but r couldnrt. r had

been hlt to hard.

outslde of r,lmbeck we v:ere orclered to attack a rocky
hllL the Geruans were dug in on. 't',:hen we attacked they
threrr.' everything they had at us, ggrs, maehLr.te gun and

automatic r,\reapons fire, but we took the hllr anJrway. Half
ray up the hill r couldntt go any farther. r had Just got
out of the hospital- and. my leg give out. r got behind. a

roek for qulte a vrhlfs and then managed to get to the top
v:here our outfit was. Here \^€ v.rere ordered to hol_d the
hill at el1 costs. TVro anmo carrlers had helped me up
the hill as fal as the rock, and then left me.

r rryas very tlred, like r hed been ln the llnes for a

month. r laid down to rest and begin to harlucinate.
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There wes Hav'elian hula dancers all around me, even up ln
the tree they were denclng. Then I sew my dead grandmother

on the edge of the trench, dressed the vray she did when

she went to work, wlth her sun bonnet and epron on. I
told our guerd what was golng on and he sent for tbe flrst
sargeant. r told hLm what wes golng on and he sent me back

to the captaln,

at the eapteints tlugout back behlnd the llnes he asked

me what they gsve me at the hospltal and" lf I had been

drlnking. r t,olci hlm only peniclllin et the hospital and

no booze. iie gave me a shot of v'hlskey and r went to sleep
and steyed there all nlght, Next mornlng I told hln f
dldntt v:ant to go to a hospital and he gave me perrnission

to rejoin my anmo carriers on the hill.
There v:as a railroad et the bottom of the h111 and v'e

could hear the trains going to our rear. At mldnlght we

got orders to retreat. Trucks plcked us up at the botton
of the hill and took us to our old position near Llmbeck.

The Germans v.rere breaklng through our rines v'lth tanks.
rn a llttle bit we got back on the trucks and took. off for
the reBr , 40 niles or nore. f t v,'as cold, snow on the ground

and. no tops to the trucks.
ije eot ahead of the enemy tenks and found a fierce

a:"tiIlery battle soing on. lTe took up positions in a

llttle va11ey in concrete Gerrnan big gun positions. then
v,'€ started v'orklng back behind the Gerraan lines. -nfter
four or five mlles v're got orders to clig ln. Early next
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l'norning the Gerrnans ettecked us. They came et us wlth tanks

end we onl;r had smel1 arms to flgJrt them r,r'lth. Suddenly the

tanks wlthdrew and Left four guys behlnd to hol-d us down.

The.y had these burp gtrns that splt bul]ets so fest lt vras llke
a whole compeny. . Yrte ad,vanced on them. This vras ln a forest
of big trees and we advanced from tree to tree untlI we eoulcl

see them. They were laylng flat on thelr stomeches shootlng

st trs. ]'Je opened flre on them and got three. One got awey.

I flred on hin but couldnrt hlt hln.
Thls made lt a llttle safer to hold our posltion, \',e had

orders to hold lt at all costs. \';e hacl nothing to eat and no

vrater. \ie stayed there slx days. The Gertnans had got behlnd

us end ceptured our headquarters and our kltchen. Tv'e triecl
on our waLkie-talkles to contact somebody but no luck.

There v,ras a litt1e French settlement near us and we would

sneak dov.'n there at nlght and f111 eanteens. It was held by

Gerrnsns but vre didntt knour that. They stayed hld.
l{e were setting on the edge of our trenches one mornlng

rr:onrlering rqhen vre would get ln touch with our rear and v.re sB$r

a Gemen patrol comlng our way through a cleering in the woods.

It v,,as I dangerous thlng to do, advanclng ln the open that vrsy.

He Iet them get way out i-n the open and then the lleutenant
told us to open fire. 0n1y one of this tv:elve man patrol got

e1'ra.\2. The rest were rolling around. on the hard snor,.' and as

vre v,retched lt turned red.

iihet happened next I never will understand. 't\,{,o men cane

out of the woods, one was the survivor of the patrol and the
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other v:es dressed 1n an inerlcen flrst a1d uniform, They
sterted plcklng up the Geman weapons. lle flred and they ran
baok 1n the woods.

after this v'e v.rere more cautlous and stayed closer to
our trenches.

Late that nlght we heard a good slzed force approeching
from our lear. W" felt sure we was goners. We thouglrt sure

they were Ge:mans. We elther had to surrentler or fight. lrle

made up our minds to flght. But when they got close enough

v\re hol-Iered at them and they answered us ln American. lYe sure

were gled. SLx days ln that posltion and. only what llttle we

could get to eat from the French.

lSe Jolned up vrlth thls outfit. They garre each one of
us a K-ration to eat. They were young solcliers Just over from

the States.

We went wlth them to a llttle patch of woods. I tlonr t,

know how they did lt but every move we made the Gernans hed

us flzured out. ft was awful colcl in that little patch of
v,'oods and then the Germans opened up on us. \'Je fired back

but the Geruans almost wlped us out there. I'rre fought for almost

an hour and then the Gerrnans stopped. shootlng.

lihat was left of us went across the valley and dug in for
a rest. iiext morninE vre looked for any surviving v,'ounded

but there wasnrt any. They had frozen to death. ijen with
their €rms up we v:ould go and shake but v,re found nobody alLve.

\ie went baek to vrhere we had. had the flght anil checked.

up on the German posltions. v"e founcl lots of blood there so
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we knevr v'e had hurt the Gerrnans bad.. u,'e found secks of bleck
bread and a blg sack of N'orweglan sardLnes. They nlght have

been polsoned but we were hungry ancl flgured lt made no dlff-
erence whether we dled by polson or a bulLet so vre ate them.
They were goocl.

lTe reJolned our company and started out egain, ftghtlng
through forests all the tlme. 1""e were now wsy ir.to Germany

and v;e had been ktlllns off their regrrlar troops so fast that
nov: they were throwlng those young klds against us. some were

lttt1e fuzzy faces 13 and 14 years oId. one pLace tn e plantlng
of young trees these klds were dug ln there. r was orl r€co[-
naisance with the flrst platoon. when we got near they opened

fire and dovrned us all. r got hit again, right under the

knee c€p, Our v,'hoIe platoon got vrlped out.
They took rr,'hat v'as vrounded of us back to the hospltal.

'ir'e went by Jeep back to a blg alrplane ancr. by it to the hos-
pital ln France. That v.'as near paris. r was around there
three months. Then f was sent to the same repl.acement center
r vras at the first time r was v:ounded and got out of the hos-
pital

r dldntt have to ra'ait there very long end they sent me

back to the front. Khen r got to my company there vras an

ar';ful battle at the Rhine River crossing. Then vre got on

little boats and went across the ri.ver. Thls was eleven

otclock at night end the Geruans had artillery coming in at
us. They sunk some of our boats. That Rhine River is about

a ml1e wide.
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V;hen vre sot to the east bank we started i-nto Gerrneny.

lYe came to a place where there v:as a pond enclosed by levees.

There $Iere about flfty Geruans leylng ln there. Some were women.

Vle captured them wlthout a fight and sent them to our rear under

guard.

Iiext we came to a Gernan vlllage. Yre had no trouble.
The people had whlte flegs hanglng out the wlndows.

Vie heard on our walkle-talkies the war was comlng to an

end. Thls made us feel good. Ile resumed our march to I'{unich.

Yie ran across some oppositlon and I v,'as hlt agoin. 0n

the enkle in a scrap ln the forest. This time they shlpped me

to a hospltal in Mainz, Gemany. Shrapnel from artll1ery flre
had done a good. Job on me.

They shlpped ne to another hospltal 1n Gennany and I u:as

there when the war ended. I was now on crutches and able to
get around so they shipped me to a rest area where I got more

treatment, Y;hlle f was there my company came through on there

I'.'By hoine. I tried to get ln with them but no Luck. f v,'as ln
v'hat is called an orphan outfit.

I hobbled around on my crutches there quite a while and

then f was sent to Faris, France. In the hospital there f was

cheekecl again and then instead of sending me home r was sent

back to Gem.any. ?here f vralted a long time and orders came

tm I vras to be sent to i',irremburg. ;ifter tvio v:eeks there vre

v'ent to ;lntwerp, Eelgigm. There the;r kept Us in 4-men tents.
rt was col-d and it was rainlng. i'je were there a long tlme.
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Then they told us we r,,ere to be shlpped back to the;jtetes.
That was sure s'oot1 news. Iiext they geve us beek our /rnerlcan

moneyo

ft vras sure a pretty slEht when we left nntwerp to come

home. l\re travell-ed down a canal to the llngllsh Chennef , Dlkes

hel-d back the Channel. The land was lower than the ocean,

I'lce houses and pretty flov'ers. Irlomen ln wooden shoes and no

nen eround. T;e passed plaees v,'here the Gertnans hed broken the

dikes and let the ocean in. Church steeples stlcklng out of
the water vras the only vray you couLd tell there wes e village
there.

at 4:00 otclock v:e passed the whlte cliffs of Dover and

entered the atlantlc, It didnrt take long before v:e hit a bad

storttl. The waves llfted us high and l-et us down l.:ith an a'r.'fuL

bang. I was scared, f didnrt thlnk our boet could l-ast in thet
kind of storrn.

Three tlays later in a ealm sea a big irench llner caught

up and passed us. ft was f!ll_ of women, soldiers brides going

to the U.S. They hollered and yelIed et us as they pessed our

little liberty ship.

Deceinber 7 v,e pulled into the Hudson i?iver. The blg
bulldlngs of l".-ev,' York v,7er€ all lit up vtith big signs on them

"\';eleome Honefr. Tug boats met us vrith their horns going full
blast. it boat pulleri up to ours r':ith a \i'oa.ens dance band

plairing. ifter d.ocking they vroulonrt let us get off the boat

that nlght.
i.;ext morning the5' plleci us into Anny trueks and took us
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to camp l'llmer. llle ste;'eri here tv'o weeks end did nothlnr: but
eet and sleep. Then they took us to a blg airport ln l{ew Jersey
and loacled us on an alrplane. At DalLas, Texasr w€ unloaded

and stayed over nlEht. Next day we hatl lunch stops at rucson,
Arizona, ancl Pal-:n Sprlngs.

They told us we would have to fry hleh to get over the
Tehachapls. They had no deleing for the wings and ice would

break off and hlt our cabln. rt was sesry. Our plane started
dropping from the 1ce. They finally got the clelcer going.

rt was ralnlng. At ?:oo orelock vre hlt Mccletlan Flel_d

at Sacramento. Trucks took us to an Army base near Marysville.
chrlstmas we went to the chapel where they geve us our

honorable discharges. They had a big fancy feeil all set up for
us at the mess helI but nobody stopped for it. rverybody ran
to the barraeks, grabbed their stuff ancl rn'ent to the bus statlon,
f got a bus to Sacramento ancl from there I went to Fort fncle-
penclence ancl stayed wlth my brother Truman. My home at Bishop

had been busted up.

After belng ln the Army for about fr-ve yesrs r was lost.
r vrandered up and down ou'ens valIey for some time. r donrt
know what r was looklng for. r wes just lost. rn the Arrny r
always had something to tlo. L'ow f haci nothirg. so I started
to roon.

i'i.r' boys rrere al-l- grown. r ran into Richarcl at Reno and.

next Rol-and. tr'inal]y r got a Job. ft r.,'as working for the
southern Pacific Railroad. They were v,'orking on the tracks
ln front of the station at Reno. They had a kitehen set up

alongslde the statlon vrhere they fecl us. At nlgiht they hauled
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us to a canyon east of tov;n lrhere they had s gand.y carnp set up.

I learned the track vrork qulck. l./e were Ertting in new ballast.
After a week we went to Sparks where we illd. more track

work. There I got nrptured. It took fourteen of us to hanitle

the big swltch raiJ-s, seven on eaeh side with rall tongs. My

partner dropped hls slde and when that thlng hit the ground tt
Jarrecl me aLL over. rt made a hot pain ln my slcle. r worked I
v:eek llke that. Then I quitr got my pay ancl hung around town.

r wandered around. for several years l1ke that. Flnally r
courdnrt stand lt any more. rt was bulging out my stomache.

so r checked lnto the hospital at saeremento where they oper-

ateci on me and flxed me up.

The first heril job r got after getting out of the hospttal
lr,'Bs balllng hey. The operation didnrt bother me at all. They

hail d.one a good job on me. so now I knew r courcl work again.

I wanilered around for several years, v,'orking here and there.
Then r went bllnd. The doctors told me it was because r

had lived such a rough life. fn the war f got hlt on the head

vrith shrapnel. rt tore ny helmet all to pieees ancl jarred. me

real good. And then one tlme r vras hidlng behind a tree anil

a German BB hit the tree. rt knoeked a heavy branch dov,.n, hlt
my head and knocked me out.

It r,t:as in Stockton v:here I r,rsnt, blind. f u.rss ylallqi.ng dov.'n

the street one evening end colored lights started dropping in
front of me shaped Ilke icebergs. i;hen the lights disappeared.

r couldntt see anything nore. r stopped a guy passing and he

w)
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took rne to the hotel v'here I had a room. The d.esk elerk
phoned the soclal service office to get someone to take me to
the hospltal but there wos nobody there. They took me to my

room and I stayecl awake all that nlght. I,.ext morrlng a soclal
worker took me to the general hospltal ln stockton.

There a doctor, a Greek, examLned me and told me I had

cataracts ln both eyes. They took me to the operatlng room

and removed one. A week later they removed the other cataract.
TVro weeks later when they removed the patches r stirl- could

not see.

r rrias taken bacl< to the eye doctor encl examlned agaLn.

iie sal-d the optie nerve wes damaged from too many blovu.s to
the head and that r was bllnd for as rong as r rlved. That was

hard to take.

The Arny never would give me a penslon for the shrapnel
and the tree llnb blows to my head, only for the wound to my

knee r.rhere I stil1 carry the metal in my leg,
r v,'as transferred to the slngle manfs home near the hospi-

tal and stayed there two months. The lady there fixed up my

social securlty and blind penslon papers and r 1eft for a rest
home run by a creek fndlan named Flsl1. I was there nine years.

i'i}' 6rother Trurnan tried- to get me out but the doctor
v,touldnrt let rne go as f v,'as under treatment. some Firipinos
bought the place and about a year ago a.y nleces got me out and

r rr'rent to Davis to live r,vith them. They were going to school
at the University there.
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7st

book about rock art symbors that were developing in the dir-
ectlon of standardization and therefore of ideographic
writing. Thls is both intriguing and reasonabre. Everyone
else took that direction sooner or l_ater.

During numerous surveys at Little Lake and the lower
gorge of owens River (Davis, r978c:25 and Fig. rg) r saw two
gryphs with messages as clear as writing. one, dt Littre,
Lake, was an erlipse with a diagonar bar'through it, beside
the only natural stairway up a cliff. The message reads:
"right here there is an access hole where you can climb up.,'
r did.

The other one-to-one symbol is near Lower Fossil Fa1ls.
rt is the figure of a man, upside down. This meant "he is
dead" or 'rwas kiLled,,' a representation that was also used.
with the same meaning, in Mexico and Central America where
cultures had advanced more rapidly in both the technoLogies
and arts of civilization.
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$hortl-y after reading La Ven Martlneeuts book "The Rocks

Begln to Speak" a friend, Kerry pov.'ell, shov,'ed a photo of a

petroel-yph she had teken at the mouth of Hunter Canyon, Sallne

Va1ley, fnyo County, 0allfornla. Recognizing a couple glyphs

v-e had Just seen in La Van L{artlneauts book an attempt vras made

to lnterpret the panel. ft interpreted as on sheet 1Og.
Hunter Canyon

T\'o months later vre went to SxtlxwxYatlr; for the first
tirne, found the petrogl-vph, and to my considerable dellght the

terrein f it. Freviousl_.y I had vievred r',iartlneaurs v,:ork u:ith

some seenticism.

Dor^rn the canyon I'rel_l from the petroglyph and on the canyon

floor a short vrays to the west v,'as a biE tall rcok next to the

cenyon v.'a11. Behlnd the roek v;as a cave ln the canyon vral-l.

Two men coul-d easil;r hold off an arny.

An item of lnterest is thet anthropologi.sts have lately
eome to the conclusion that the supposed non-warlike nature of
the Dasin anci Range Indians is a n)rth. TheS' i1s6 their oettSr

ll'a rs .

after vier.','inq iozens and dozens of petroglyphs and picto-
graphs the writer has eome to the conelusion that they can

rronabl y be c'lassif ied es 1. lressages ?,. reps g. hunting
rraEic 1. shanenr s seuiggles. i'ossii-.-11,' oihel catagoz.ies ex j-st.

n
Class 71. At trresent iiartieaufs vocabulary of ideograns

is very lirtited. An attenpt u:as rnade to decipher more petro-

't\(



2 5ok1

p'f.\,rphs but only partiel success $.'as obtained. An Brcheoastro-

noner, Dr. E.c. Krupp, Dlreetor of the Grlfflth Observatoryr

Los Angeles, and. a hlstorlan, Bob Povrers, of the Kern River
valley, Ln his book "rncll.an country of the Tubaturabal" have

eaeh added more meanlngs.

Partial success l,ias hed l.:ith sheets 101r102r110.

cl-ass 2. rn oruens valley the Owens River runs northerry
from Ovrens Lake primarily on the east side of the val1ey near

the foot of the Inyo ldountains and the lThite ii,Iountalns. Sheet

100 ls an example of v-rhat vre interpret es a map.

CLass 3. The work of the iliaturango L{useum on the reser-
vetion of the l{aval l'leapons center at chine r,ake, Ridgecrest,
Californie, ls I verlr good example of the use of petroglyphs

Bs huntlng magic, See I'Rock Drawings of the Coso Ranget' by

Campbell Grant, James lir. Baird, J. Kenneth lringle.
c'lass 4. The shamanrs squiggles probably are of meaning

only to the shaman r,"/ho made them. ;: possible example is the
pictoeraFh et Tr;alker Creek, In;ro Count;t, sheet J4t,

L
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l. Site

1. T*p.

K/J
---

^RCHAEOLOGICAL 
SITE SURYEY RECORD

2. M"p New York Butte iiuad map t. County I Call

15S Ranse 
37 E ' MDM t/4 of l/4 of Sec

vlclnlty of Center Sast Slxleenth Corner proJected

18

t. Location

on small north trenctlng shoul-cler ebout I contoir sbove baJeda

5920
6, On contour elevation

7. Previous designations for si ,, (s 8C vn ' gt z t)

8. Owner BTi{ 9. Address

10.

ll.
t2.

13.

Previous own€rsr dates

Present tenant

Attitude toward excavation

xt smal-l house rlns. 80'r lnslde cllameterDescription of site

Area I5. Depth 16. Height

18. Nearest water 2.2 mlLes
Vegetation

Soil of site
DG20. Surrounding soil type

Previous excavation

11.

17.

t9.

21.

22.

24.

2r.

26.

27.

28.

?o

Cultivation 23. Erosion

ungraded dlrt rosd 0.4 miles northerly
Buildings, roads, etc.

Possibility of destruction

llouse pits

Other features

Burials
none observed on surf8ce

A rti fac ts

Remarks

Published references

,0.

31.

32.

34.

Accession No
5-17-79

33. Sketch map

)5. Recorded by
Dar..'son, P.O. Box
CA 95545 phone

B,C.
Lone PLne,

%. Photos
556,
714-e76-5470

Date
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The follorrlng posstble Ogau rrere copied by Burrell C.

Dawson at the llbrary of lia Bolom, San Crlstobal de Las

Cesas, Chlapas, I{exlco ln February L985.

Conled from Petroglyphen Der Finca Las Pa1mas

(Chiapas, iirexleo). G. Vieber/ lv{. Streeker. Akademlsche

Druek u. Verlagsamstalt. Graz-Austria 1980

nase 2,2. Abb.5: Steln 57. Glattkantlge Linien unct

runde i{u1de.
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nuseun. Leonard SluYter set uP
and rnoon 1 s shadows onto vis ibl e

Phil Walker

!lt
0ctober I977

which proj ected the s
Sun spots were aLso vi

3

two telescopes
backgrounds.

un
sible.

Mr. and Mrs. Phil llalker visited the mriseum on October L2. Phil
Walker was the first County appointed museum director (1999"69). WaLker
moved the collections from the- courthouse to the new building on Grant
Sireet, designed several new display cases and built the'fAssayers Office"
the first buitding in the Early Town west of the museum.

Cleanup

Than
rid
bar

of s
w]-re

-to the California Conservation Corps the.rnus
ian Thistle and thorn bearing plants. They a
fence lining the museum's property on Onion

eum gro
1so rep

unds are
aired the
road.

ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY NAME BELTAS

He
Ida

BURRELL C, DAWSTI
P. O. BOX 794

on April 28, t88z llorace Bellows, a sheep t...n!TI Ttl!fr."ffina from
the estat^e of Henry C. Badger, now flooded by Haiwee Reservoir. Bellows
ran sheep from Olaircha to f,ittl e Lake in the 

- 
lower Owens Valle-y, in Rose

Vrif.y ^t,. in the Coso Mountains. He was-evidently-a successful rancher
as he'received praise in the Inyo Independent for his fine showing of
Angora goats in the 1887 County'Fair. _ On Novenber ?3, l-891_he-received
a irt".r[ from President Benjaniir Harrison for a honestead of 160 acres
on mile north of Dunnovin. In 1900 he sold the land to Mira E. Orr of
Kern County for $1,000.00.

Dorothy Robertson wrote. about Horace Bellows in True West magazrne.
is reputed to have ki11ed a "Big Foot':, blarned for the attack on the'
C"rp^east of Manzanar in which-his brother Curtis Bell-ows was kil1ed.

The country south and east of Sage Flat (South of Olancha) is the
territory of the'Coso Shoshoni. Their Paiute neighbors to the north call
it tsiyavu Witu or Wildrose Place. Horace Bellows ran his sheep-on this
land.. He hired members of this tribal group to help in his ranching.

October 15, 1871 a son was born to Ce-be-pur-ge and his rifu
Ne-va-dum-ba, u6trr Shoshonis. when this litt1e boJ' was o1d enough-, -like
his older brother.Me-we-Es, he went to work for a "Mithikano" or white
man. This was the.Little boy whites named Frank.

Frank was considered by the Shoshoni to be something of a leaier-r-thl
Coso Mountains to be his territory and the wild horses in then to be his
horses. From tine to time some oi Frank I s horses would be rounded up to
be broken and sold to local ranchers, the last roundup occuring in 1922.

On this occasion the plan was to drive the wild herd to Coso Hot
Springs where a holding coiral had been bui1t. Three signal fires were
t; be 1it, each one closer so that those at the corral coqld_-judge progre:
and act accordingly. The plan worked well until the third fire was seen.
No sooner was this-srnoke visible than the horses stanpeded wi1d1y dorn'n

the mountain side, the riders hard put to herd then towards the corral.
The litt1e children had already been put in a bariicaded shelter for safe'
the older children and grownups scattered, climbing anything in sight
or getting behind any possiblb barricaderso as to see in safety what went
on. " When"the rumpus vras over only ten horses had been corral.ed, the



t

But what has all
Amons the Paiutes and

"aopi 
as oners familY

frank worked for Horac
fanilY sPelled the nam

However,M€-we.ga,'Frank'so]-derbrother,-*glttoworkforaman
named Dtaz. He becaie t'oir,--"i ChappotOi"'-"ia his descendants have the

fanily. narne n'iiz. 
--nrrotf,er Shoshoni,- ""i;*of-O"'"n 

(no relation to Frank)

also worked for Horace nellows. Hii t'"t" b"tt*" Manuel- Bel-las' so today

there are two BeLlas farnilies ' BURRELL c. DAwsoN i

October L977
Page 4

rest eluding caPture '
4

THREE PLACE NAMES
P. o. BOX 794

LONE PINE" CA 93545

ommon use excep
e to Preserve,,aThese three P lace names do not seem to be in c t,'anong

the der g enerat ion . They are being Presented her menory

of th before theY fa1l into comPlete disuse and are forgotten

Ratt snake Mountain This smal1 mountain is locate a t the south-

west corner f WhitneY Portal Road and Horseshoe Meadows d. The hill

is correctlY ed, as f met'one o f the inhabitants, ar tlesnakee there

last Year. Ca 1lY '
I stepPed to one side and 1et th r-s fe1.1ow go on

his waY.

ridge This bridge is a half mile east of the

this got to do with the BeLlas farnily name?

iiioirrS"is of irtii tirne it became the custom to
name the name-oi-ttr" white-rnan for whom he worked.

e Bellows and "a"pi"a 
the name Bel'l-ows; Frankrs

; ;;iias,. the waY'it was Promounced'

Beveri
10n at the Owens River. e there are the remarns

Lone Pine r t
of an old wooden bridge fevr feet south of the resent double culver'u.

Fron the waY the term was sed it aPpear s thi ame was used the old

tine packers and derives it '.name from its ation on the P trail to

the Beveridge Mining District

west of Lone P ine on the }tthitneY P t4
bout one' and a quarter niles
ad. It takes its name fronRuiz Hill This highwaY ade i a

Ro

Ygnacio C. Rui z, a ProsPector who h a hone near there.

The first notice of''-.Ygnacio ,4n the antor - grantee CountY records

is 1876. Here he and Ramon Oc o'a sold th e an Ramon Ledge to the Newh for 24 years
Coso Mining Co. The record scontain no refe nce to Ruiz

until 1900 when he sold the Liberty Ouartz CLa to Fue Yum Sang. For
ula four notations being

the next 25 Y
of some irnPortanc

ears his name, aPPe
e. In 1'911 Y

ars quite re
cio, - Max D

g
i az San F. Yuensang soLdt

gna
aquarter interes t in thb Santa Rosa Mine to P Tes 1r io Guznan of
Kee 1er and later another quarter interest to H. C. B her of Oakland.

This mine 'had the reputation of being worthwhile. On rch L, L920 a

patent was granted to Ygnacio by Pres ident Woodrow Wilso fqr hornesteading

I have called hin Ygnacio. However, the records refe in with
t so confused with Ygnacio switch gnatures

dge River
ailroad s

varying names.
it was neces.sa
certifYing tha
C. Ruiz fnA I

,i

Two more
Ruiz and C. D. Ruiz s

Paiaa"n" for around $1
obtained under the 186

Things go
ry to file

by
ack

affidavits of identitY on this ge n

t Y. Ruiz, Y. C. Ruiz, Ygnacio Ruiz; Ignacio.Rui Ygnacio
gnacio C. Rui z were all one and the same Person'

items of E

to

2.

interest were found. In 1930 Y' C' Ruiz' R

o1d the TaIc -ity mine.to Archibalil W. Clapp
0;00oloo. at-ioi the homestead at Ruiz Hill
i'i;;;;tead Aci, the citv acquired it in 193
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On Februarv
Longest Walk'r

endorf lodges were erected.
ll ,,The Security on a 2,1-hour basis

began from

grven by Vice president
Wal0erMondale.

The Longest Walk came 0o
an end on JuIy 23 when a
manifes0o was presentcd !o
uongressr.

t cent in-
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Sacramento and was com-
pleted in Washing0on, D.C.

was arranged for the camps
and the walk.

Preceding the start of the
walk from Sacramento there
wene prayers and
ceremonies on Alcatraz
Tlland in Sdn Flancisco Bay.

. About 3(X) started the waik
and the number varied along
the- way. They usually gol
under way at g a.m. and
called a halt about 3 p.m.
The average was about tirree
miles an hour although it
times the pace was stEpped
qp a bit when those carrying
the sacred pipe at the heid of
the procession would break
into a run. TVenty of the
starters made the entire
distance of some 3,000 miles.

There were vehicles for
supplies and one for medical
care.'

The walkers were well
received with people coming
out to greet them and wish
them well. There 'were

donations and various chur-
ches were ready to assist.
., On such a long march
there are occasions when asituation requires im-
mediateaction, Such was the
case-of a birth of a daughterto Canadian parenti at
Baltimore. Fortunately, a
midwife, who was a i:ian
mother of the lroquois
nation, was at hand-and
there was no problem. The
baby was named ,,,The
Longest Walk," a name
which in the Indian language
mustsoundmorelyrical. -

Another incident at
Delaware, Ohio, was when
Indian tradition and park
regulation clashed. Because
guns, alcohol and drugs were
not allowed in the lidians'
camp, a part ranger was
asked 0o t^ke off his gun outof respect for t.be Sacred
Pipe. Since it is an emblem
of peace, Indiaru believe

tribes joined in seeking to
call the american public's
attention to rggislation being
proposed in the Congress.

Two Fort Independence
girls took paft in the walk
and fol them it was a
memorable experience in a
democratic process as
people across the nation
were made aware of the In-
dian cause. It was also, as it
were, a college extension
counse in American Native
Studies in which they are
qaiol4g at the University
of California, Berkeley.
lhey will write term papers
about the trek.

They are Nancy and Nel
Madina, daughters of Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Madina,
longtime lesidents of the In-
dependende'area. They are
Ea{uales of Owens VaUey
High Scbool. Nancv con-
tinued her studies it San
Diego State and Nel at the
University of Oregon before
both went to UC Berkeley.

-fire walk, they say, was
of a spiritual nature with
revered Indian traditions
being observed. .A sacred
pipe was carried at the head
of the walk and on stops at
various €mps, ceremonies
were held. An alter was set
up and during longer stays,
of four or five days, sweat

Public hearing
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1m i11 complete I4yo County's exhibit for the Statemonth. Th9 exhibit will be installed in S ep tember .inc I s carv re liefs and sculptures in sugar pine andgures sy bo1 iz themes representing Inyo such as the Big

Ca itol Exhibi

Dorcas Birch
Capitol Building
The display unit
redwood. The fi
Horn sheep, mule
Death Val1ey's s
gauge nostalgia.
wood panels.

u

The word tt

thi
ed
e

s, the ra magpie, ranchi trg, mining Mt. Whitne Y,and dune s , lidi nB, the P aiute-Shoshone Indians and narrowo" and the year 't1866" will be routed on

Seisnology Lectur.e

The
ity, Ful
discusse
also poi
quake
may
ser

ztSeisnology lecture by Dr.Lertlin, was well received;
d earthquake faults in Owe
nted out that the Chinese

Buckley of California State Univers-Ch
o

ns
ha
ca
th
a

ver ixt
Val

ve be
1 signs icate that inland Californiae fact t Owens Valley has had no
quake here cause the area is overdue.

y people attended. Dr. Buckley
and other areas in Inyo. He
the most successful in earth-g.rediction. Various geologi

ire a major quake. Fuither,
s quake since 1862, portends

Vicki Coornbs and peggy Irwin provided refreshm s.

THE LONGEST WALK
Ast old to Charles Irwin by Nell and Nancey Madina

Nel1 and Nancey Madina of Fort Indepe
Longest Walk fron Sacramento to Washingto
wearing the buckskin dress which is on exMuseun. George Brown and Dean Turner ofValleyrpaTticipated in the Walk as well aing article is based on an oral interviewdetails of the Longest Walk to the Direct
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ve Americans of the United States ora number of controversial bi11s befoe opposed by American Indians becausights. The Indians spelled out theiproclairning their insistence that thburial sites and sacred places such
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governnent honor fishing
s Coso Hot Springs (paiute-
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f the Walk including: a prayer
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The Longest Walk, a
Sunmer, began in San Fr'Sacramento where the acjoined the group at var
a final demonstration o
Pennsylvania, Iroquois
stretch of the journey

ion appeared
the Walk clos
our country t

spiritual walk which took place this S
ancisco; from there the groups caravane
tual Walk began. Several hundred India
r-_ous-parts of the route to Washington Df Indian solidarity took place. .In Har
tribal nembers joined the group for theto the Capital.

prl
dt
np
.C
ris

1a

ng and
o
articipants
. where
burg,
st

Th-e najority of the-participants were Native Americans representing80 tribes. Sone non-Indians paiticipated among whom v/ere Whites, Blaclsand Buddhist Monks fron Japan-. In ai1, there iere 31000 Black utta White
suppor ters

Ernie Petersr of Paiute and Sioux descent, was the Chief. He andother nen carried the Calurnet or Sacred Pipe i's well as a Scared Lancebefore !!e pal!icipants as they marched toward Washi-ngton. other leaderswere Wallace BlackElk, Philip Deer, Russel Means, Clyde Belcourt andVernon Belcourt.

The walk *p:-yel1 organized. No alcohol, drugs or guns
Th9 latter prohibition bore testimony to the non-iiolent ororientation of the pilgrimage. FBI agents found nothing ofor illegal nature. Different corunitt6es functioned as gatesecurity,- canp security and walk security. several tool tur
Everyone had a role in the procession. At c.ertain points thfor three or four g"yr during which members fasted ind parti
Sweatlodge cerernonies .

ere permitted.
acifist

subvers ive
ecurity, pipe
s cooki.ng.

w
p
a
s
n
e p

d

( A number of organizations supported the Longest Walk including theUnited Methodist Church, who-herped with money;-jewelers donated iurquoise
ornaments which the group raffled off to help- cover expenses; the NationalGuard provided tents, poitable showers and cooked for tfr" gro,rp at times.
{.t some places the National Guard nade armories available for irigtrt shelter.There were many Indian Tribes, centers and organizations who supfiorted theWalk all the way.

As well as a spiritual waLk, it served as aparticipants sponsored workshops and talks in 1to inform the Amerigan public regarding the rigFirst Anericans. The talks were well ieceivedl

c ipate

n educational wal
ocal schools alon
hts and obj ective

grou carnped
in

which
e way
the

kin
gth
sof

the Walk to f
Delawarer 0hi
but because o
acceded and a

Oppositio n occurred at two locations. The governor of Missouri forbade
o11ow Route 70. Public pressure ciused him to relent. In
!, 1aw enforcement officers wanted to bring guns into the canpt the clash between the sacred pipe and fiie-arms they finallypoligrzed. compared to the suppoit for the walk, the opposit-to be mininal and sporadic. While foreign countries monitoredell qnd lauded the efforts of the Indians, the news media in
ended to ignore or give scant coverage of the Walk.

The Elders, most of whon joined the Walk as it neared ltrashington, werethe spokesmen for the group, 
"t it was in the traditional Anericln Indian-+olitical systems. In traditional times younger members of Indian tribesrespected and def.erred to the Elders.

Vice-President Mondale and several Congressmen acted as spokesnen for

(
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lor.inine many
also had a

the Government. when th_e group, dressed in tribal regalia staged the finalPow-wow in Washington D.-C - "6'

The Walk had support fron all parts of the political and socialspectrum' Supporters included Torn Hayden and sLver"l politicians includinga number of U. S. Senators, movie actors and other known Indian and non-Indian singers.

e Madina sisters are of the o
on the U. S. Government and
in deci.s ion-making where it

pinion the l{a1k will have a positivepublic opinion and will influence 1aw-affects American Indian tribes.

was Joe Toscano? Joe Toscano was an old Italian miner that worked1n many lnes in Owens Val1e v. He worked in the old Casa Diab
vears ago

bb

; the
m'{11 .
h bipe

thd., r
all \

casa Diablo mine was a very rich gold mine. Itbig gold They used to run the water frorn the Gorge Creel<. They hada six inc that ran to the rnill. Final1y for some reason they shut itdown when nyo Bank went bankrupt. Joe Toscano lost a 1.1- his savi ngs lnthe bank; ese years that he worked in dif ferent mines he put his noneyin the Inyo Ban n Bishop and he lost it all. He l ived 'in a I ittle cabinone mile from to Joe Toscano was never hinself aga.in. How he made hisliving no one knows ut he always managed to srnoke Tpscano c igars ; that 'swhere he got his nam

main
During the depressi in 1930 Joe Toscano u sed to walk up and down thestreet with his hand in his back pockets,. and talked to hinself, cursedthe world and cal1ed ever v ne a crook. At that tirne there was no workany place. There were a f ew en that went.and cut pifion wood and sold itin town any way to nake a doll So Joe went to Jim Hidick who used tohaul wood and se11 it for whate he ld get for it, and told him, "Jim,if you take me to Casa Diablo I w ve you half of the lost vein of goldthat they lost years ago, I know w it is. I was working there when theylost it, I covered it up. " Jim tJoeT oscano was'crazy and turnedhim down. Then Joe went to the orn br ers. They also had an old truckand were hauli ng wood to town They also urned hin down. I had an oldbeat up truck and also haul a 1itt1e wood"und sold it. I was sorry forpoor old Joe but the litt1 gas I had, I need haul a 1itt1e wood. Thegas was only nine cents a, ga1lon but nine cen s a 1ot of money in thosedays, so I turned him down

bd to
ts\a

Jack Black had.'a brg grocery store in Bish he went to Jack andasked hin if he ccii ld trust him with a few groc He was go ing to findthe lost go 1d n and when he cane back he would pay hin. Jack felt sorryfor Joe, so he t hin have a big piece of b acon, some dry beaDS, potatoes
vel
'7e

oP. So
eries. \,

ix rnonths . He I ived on . Ja c k
ay he came back. On his back
o1lar ore. You could see the

and flour a many other things. How Joe ma naged to carry all that stuff tothe Casa ab1 o mlne no one knows. But he m ade many trips to take his stuffto the e. The mine was about thirt y-five niles frorn town and no water inbetwe but Joe rnade it.

ec
{ou disappeared f9t a long time, maybe sits and rattlesnakes I gu6ss. gut one darried a 1itt1e sack of-three thousand d
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Civic Club heors report
on Ft. lndependence concerns

by Ed Rosendo t ). -' l'- .; tl
The Ft. Independence community would prefer

fewer Bureau of Indian Affairs regulations and is
suspicious of anything seemingly offered for
nothing, Pearl Williams, long-active in tribal
affairs there, told a meeting of the Independence
Civic Club Monday night.

It was a well-attended meeting that heard her
recount the many disagreements and delays
before a tribal association was formed.

Mrs. Williams was born at Ft. Independence
and attended school in Independence, later going
to Big Pine to finish high school. She recalled
that her father, John Simms, was the first lndian

. allowed to go to public school in this area. After
high school she went east to Haskell, an Indian
school and later worked in Illinois before returning
to Ft. Independence. :

She became interested in improving life at the
fort and'in keeping up with modern times. Mrs.
Williams noted that while her father did not
go beyond the third grade, he had wisdom'that
aided in working for the good of his people. He
had a part in the rejection by the Fort residents
of a land exchange proposal by the DWP. The
Big Pine and Bishop reservations agreed to an
exchange.' Mrs. Williamson says there are 340 acres at
the Fort, with around 80 residents. Land allotments
were made in 1910. Today, assignments from the
allotments are made to the younger people, but
these cannot be sold.

She said,that from the outside things may
appear peaceful at the Fort but there are still inany
problems, and working for closer relations with
the town of Independence is a goal.



December I977 129
Page 5

his death, the
water.

The writer has a collection of letters and a bill that was found by

narney Foley at Indian Joers place after they moved ?way in 1?15:. It
r""rr'that itre Indians never ilrote a letter unless there was death or
sickness or someone owed. then tot"y. These Indian letters are aS they

""i" ".tual1y 
written: Frorn Charlie Hansen - Skidoo, Calif' to Joe

Peterson "Indian Joe" - Borax, (Trona) Calif. Skidoo - 6/I4/II
Joe Peterson - Borax

Charliers 1itt1e boy died
Daughter die, Little boy die.
boy nake box for little boy.

charlie s&I, want to burn thern everything warn gPtllg, Ski-doo too'
you will come. you no will-come send your silter. Charlie wife no feel
g""a. Write me ftot yo"t folks. I an going to burn then everyttring' I
want you see me. Colne first Harrisbur[. You no come here Harrisburg, I
;;[; i;; trouble. You no come when Ap-sick. You no come sister' You

no come little boy. You come now Hariisburg or I rnake you trouble'
Hungry Bill and Panamint Tom.

You come sure Harrisburg. we talk with you when you cone.
Charlie Hansen.

Ba11arat, April 6, 1914. Joe Peterson

Solvay Company paid Indian George for the Peterson Creek

yes terday .

Nobody helP
Charlie and wife feel bad.
him now. Itrhite man helP burY

Indian George asked ne to
wife is dead and that Panamint
mother is dead.

to tel1 you that Bill Bolens
dead and that JohnY Scottrs

write
Tomts

you and
wife is

Indian Leots wife pretty sick, canrt
Darwin, but will be back in about a week
going out after pine nuts. Unsigned.

Ba1larat, California, February 1915.
pay me ny 73 dollars about a horse hire and
lnd American Trona CorPoration.

walk anymore.
and then he and

Mike is going to
Isabell are

F. E. BruarY:
all will be

Sir:
even or

You must
0K. Manage

Mr. peterson he sent me 30 dollars for Charlie, his place. Dennls
Marchion, JulY 4, 1914.

F. W. "Fred" GraYts stationerY.
Death Val1ey. "

Note: This letter was written
"F. W. Gray Mines and Mining Mines

on
in

GLADYS JONES ,t\r*,

has
and

Gladys Jewett is retiring from weekend service at the museun. Gladys
been a staunch museum supporter and history enthusiast. Her informative
cheerful presence will be missed by staff and patrons a1ike.

A1so, Mrs. Jewett gave valuable assistance in the recent
oranization at the museum. The museum and County thanks Mrs.
her dedicated years of service.

offic e
Jewett

re-
for
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9 pgssibility of jobs for Indians on a geothermal
ialize. However, the nearest paiute-Shdshone
reside in Lone Pine, which is well over fortysite for geothernal development. Residents ofre actually closer to the site.

Indians of a working ag
niles from the proposed
Inyokern and Ridgecrest

The Indian people ha
to the Coso Hot Springs by
restrictions on visits to

Dr. Austin raised h
proj ect should one mat

exterior museum wa11s,
tan coat to the main
esthetically as well
heat loss in winter.
rooms and repainted t
and Robert Daugherty.

bu

he

kul objections: the possibility of damage
eothermal development and the Navy-imposEdSprings. The Navy has permitted day visits
-l.ght visiting and visits lasting several
hing.

researchers who represent Iroquois
Early this year the two researchers

e cultural dinensions of Coso Hot Springs
Springs. They were working under a

far as the Director knows the report has

whereas the Indians r^rant ov n
days for curing by hot mud b

Curiously, neither of the wo

A New Image

A crew from the Bui

Institute appeared at the meetiqg.
carried out a detailed study of iih
including early Indian uses of the
contract wi th the U. S . Navy . As'\
not been published or circulated. \

two
ag

e

lding Mainte
sealed the b
ilding. The
s safeguardi
he crew also
m. The crew
Mr. Richard

epartment filled cracks in the
11s and applied a desert-1ike
t has greatly improved the museum
interior frorn water damage and
ed the water damage in the rest-
ed Brenda Yother, Tim Copeland
upervised the proj ect.Ogden

Ac uisitions
Mr. N. A...'Wunder of Trona, California

Inyo County,Notary Public seals to the mu
neasures two inches in diameter by one-qu
measures two inches by three-sixteenths i
br6nze half bears the name of the engrave
208 West lst St. Los Angeles, Ca. Tfre ou
the seal of the State ol California and t
has a' raised design and raised letters, ,,

whe"t'eas the same design and word.s on the
reVers ed.
/
JOHNNY JACK
Frank Madina

.a
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air of original
n. The lead half
; the bronze half
inner side of the
ty, Engraver,
f both seals bear
" The lead ha1f
yo Co. Californiar,
depressed and

Johnny Jack was a Paiute Indian from Virginia City Nevada. He came to
Owens_Valley and worked as a cow hand for the cattle ranches in Owens Va11ey.Jack knew the mountains from the State of Nevada to the State of California.
He knew the higl Sierras very good, the White Mountains, the Coso Range,the Inyos and the Pinto Mountains. He drove cattle a1l over. When h;6ia
lot feel good he -used to go to Coso Hot Springs , Lay in the nud and rest afew days. - Around_1930 I,got pretty well lcquainted'with hin. I guess he
was one of the oldest Indians in the Va11ey.

Johnny Jack was a man that never associated with many people; not even



Jia_Page 3 September I 978

lt,it own people. He always- kept pretty well by hirnself . He used to ownMo1ln springs in casa niibro.- H; knew all trrit chidago country. He hada 1itt1e house not fat from. the. spring. He also had a 1ittle rneadow wherehe used to raise horses. Yl"i-r,e-iilir"a he h;; ioo r"ny horses he usedto kil1 a few., 
. 
so they would not "..i*.tlate too ru.h. He used to r ive inhis little cabin and come down to nishop on horseuact about thiity-fivemiles every two weeks. He got his gio-er:.es and went back.

He told ne one tirne two white men came and stayed by the spring andevery morni'ng they went out to prospect for g"ra.*'6nu day rr"-!"* themcoming back. They were carrying a i,o"J"r boi full of aitt. They took itto the .sp.rin-g and panned it.' Tfi-"y iiiiover"a ptacer gold some place. Hewatched which way tlt"I went and ha followed thLrn. There they started to4ig until they hit beirock and with a spoon they fi11ed the box fu11 ofdirt' Then they carried the box to the spring. There they panned it andgot the gold out of it. Tl"y nade *""y. tii.prl How-rnuch gold they tookwith them it's hard to te1l: _gne aai trrey ai;"pp""r"a; where they went noone ever knew. !rt- Johnny told ne tirat a'few t;;;;-later he rnet an o1dIndian from Lovelock, Nevida. H; goi-io talkiirg io him and the o1d Indiantold Jack that two old white prosp6ctors came iito town with lots of money?1d.loti-of. gold nuggets ang lol b"-"-uig drunk; somebody ki11ed then andstole all their money. Maybe they *"ru ltre orrui u".".rre they never cameback to Casa Diablo.'

After the prospectors left Johnny went to the ho
{rg; they h_"d coveied it 

"11 up uuiy' good 
""a f"i ;;

9yg up t!t" hole and found the box "i'd'i*o gold pansfilled the box with dirt fron the bedrock and carriethat box he found many gold ,,rgg"t;;-;6*" *"r" prettthen on he rnade *."ny- trips untli on" day he had-;-;;Then he covered_ tl" tr.ote. gogd a1a-put-ioru sage brusBishop: H" went ro the blnk 
"na-u5"gnt cash for hisgroceries and went back to casa Diabio. so one davcame back to Bishop and rented a little r,our""ur"li,"flour mi11.

1e t
geb
and
d it
ygo
all
hov

ans he was cooking and put
way he did not close thefloor and the house caught

w?s burning; rnany people
ed to carry his drinking
rre to get his money out;
er the wood box by the
a five pound lard can; it
nany gold certificates
were all nelted fron the

hat the lVhite men
rush on top. Johnny
the spoon. So he
to the Spring. In

od size. So from
bottle fult of gotd.
er it and came to

gold. He bought his
he left Casa Diablo,
canal near the Kelso

_.0n9 day he went to town; he left a pot of bea little wood in the stove before he i"it. somestove door_goo-d and a piece of wood feff on theon fire. ly the time iohnny got back ifr" housewere around. There was no water near by. He uswater fron the canar. He wanted io gui in the fthey had to hold hin back. He had hls noney undstove. After the fire was over he went ana'goi-was alnost fu11 of golg pieces and nuggets. Howburned no one knew.- The'gold pi"."i if;a ""gg"i,heat.

From there he moved over to another cabin on the other side of town.There is where I met him and got io k;;* hin veiy gooa. r,.rr"d io get winefor him from the o1d Gerkin rlnch. They used to'nike homemade wine at fourdorlars a ga11on. r usea to tigg Joll;tls r,orse; ii'was quite a ways.
J:n:t-.lt11lt gave ne a ten dollar biii and gave me the change. I used togo every one or two weeks and he always gave me a glass of wine. It wasvery good wine.
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Johnny Jack had a daughter, named Lena from Mono Lake. Johnny never
stayed with her until he got very old. She married a litt1e Spanish guy
by the name of Joe Castro but the old man neve
after I came back from the Gerkin ranch h
going to te1l you a story and also I'm go
you to look at it and keep it in your min
when he told me what Irm writing here. H
piece of buckskin with Indian Ink. I stu
He told me "Do not show it to no one, and if
not take no one with you." Later he moved w
very long after he died. His daughter and J
few years later Joe died of a heart attack.
What he did with all that money no one knows
day and told ne that she wanted a map that h
I did not know anything about a map. I gues
the nap was destroyed by my hand. Some day
mine but not r€r Itm too old to be looking f

\ @ 1978 Frank Madina
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A Ford pick-up was purch
ilder was hired to conve
s of it and curtains wer
s could be rolled down i
o1 year 1919-20 Mrs. Mab

ed that s afite year as a school bus. Janes
rt t to a,;bus. Seats were built around the

up o'ver the top and sides. These cur-epu
t the eather made it necessa In the

school bus.el Wil was hired to drive
e were nine students from Manzan The following year the same Mrs.
er of Manzanar started teaching a
continued there until the 1950's.

t he Union High School in Independence.

Track and Field meets were a big event n the lives of the Granmar
School children of Inyo County. Conpetitio was keen. These events in-
cluded the following activities: playground b 1 games, drawing, penmanship,
dashes, jumps, potato races, relay races, teac rs' dash and first aid con-
tests. The eve_nts,were quite different frorn todby's track events, 4lthough
a forerunner of today's strictly athletic prowess'Eonpetitions.

As earLy as !'gZ4 the exodus fron Manzanar was afiecting 'the schools.
Enrollment r+ras ilropping and continued to drop
in Manzanar Grammar School was down to 14. J
attended Manzanar school until it closed; in
pupils in the eight grades. At a meeting of

. In 19
im Wilde
the last
the Boar

31r3? the enrollment l

r Jir recalls that he
yearit had seven

d of Supervisors,
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Mr. Pipkinrs generosity and foresight are welcome; it is
attribute of giving which builds a great museum. Hopefully,
comnunity spirit will inspire Inyo's citizenry.

the
Pipkin's

INDIAN JOE'S PLACE
eorge 1p 1n

This is a reprint of a article appearing in the Trona Argonaut,
IVednesday, April 18, I973 with perrnission of George Pipkin.

For three generations, Indian Joers Place on Peterson Creek, three
miles north of Trona in the Argus Mountains, was a favorite picnicing
spot for Searles Valleyites. It was an oasis, a cool shady retreat,
where one could go to escape the summer heat, especially before air
conditioni-ng.

The place has now gone down the drain, destroyed by vandals and the
elements. Actua1ly, the vandals did most of the damage as they burned
the buildings where the Indians had 1ived, the bridge on the road in
the canyon 4nd the beautiful orchard where we used to gather fruit in
season; apples, pears, peaches, plurns, figs, grapes and blackberries.
There was al so wild celery, mint and black wa'lnuts . The elenents
washed away the road and the terraced gardens.

Before the coming of John Searles in L862, the oasis was the home
of a family of Shoshone Indians, who later became known locally as the
Searles Lake Indians. When Searles arrived in the valley, the family
consisted of four people; a father, ilother, son and daughter. The
son, being the most active, wds soon given the name "Copperstain Joe"
by the white men. Later he was to take the name of a white man "Joe
Peterson" who he worked for and liked. That was a custom of the Indians.
Indian Joe, as we will call him, was a cousin of Indian George Hansen
who lived at another oasis, Warm Springs in the Panamint Valley.

In 1873, when Searles learned there was a market for Borax, he
formed the San Bernardino Borax Mining Conpany and built a crude
refining plant on the east side of the dry lake. He also built a
large rock home for his family. The ruins of the hone may sti11 be
seen at what was once Slate Range City.

One of Searlesf many early day problems was the lack of fresh
vegetables and fruit for his fanily and employees. So when he found
the little fanily of Indians living at an oasis with plenty of water
in a nearby canyon, he ran them off and took over. Using Chinese 1abor,
he terraced the place, planted gardens and put in an orchard. It was
a shabby way to treat the Indians, worse than wounding them in the knee.

Indian Joe and his family didn't take it laying down. They got
even, So to speak, by recuriting their relatives in Death Va1ley and
Panamint Valley to help them stage a raid. The indians waited until
Searles and his men were'away hauling Borax to the coast, to strike.
There were only two people in the camp at the time, a Chinese cook and
Searles' ten-year old son, Dennis III. They saved thernselves by hiding
in a cave. The indians burned the camp and the plant and took all the
horses and mules that were left in the corral.

When Searles returned a few days later, he took his best men and
rode hard after the Indians. They were found in the Panamint Val1ey.
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Firing a few shots a
his stock. A bloody
writers.

November l97Z

t then,
battl e

the Indians scattered and Searles recovered
only took place in the imagination of some

a few
and his
until

^ Although some of the older Indians later worked for Searles,of then were afraid of him, including Indian Joe and his sisterfather, Pete, who did not return to iheir home on peterson Creekthey were sure of Searlest death in 1897.

What the family found when they returned was a f'ar cry from whatSearles had taken away fron them. There was a fine orchaid, gardens,Searles' sunmer,home, a few lesser buildings, also a workabie"irrigaiing
system and nobody was ever going to take tfiii away from them. It wasall theirs, thanks to the help or the Indian service.

_ The family kept the place up and lived well from the sale of fruitand vegetables to prospe-tors, lniners, the Trona Store and the rnerchantsat Ba1.1arat. The latter recely"d !h" produce via the Johannesburg-
Balla!_a!_ Stage Line, which Indian Joe put on the stage at "The Taiks"near Val1ey We11s.

At the start of Wor1d War f, the Solvay Process Company built aborate plant on Searles Lake at Borosotvay. They had t; have potubt"water, which !_h"y bought from Indian Joe. The witer was piped'to
lgl:tgly?y. He.was paid $roo a month for the water, in c"rit, " crisp
$100 bill, 3s that was the way he wanted it.

To the kids of the valley, Indian Joe was the pied piper. when hefor the water money, he alway-s treated them generousiy with goodies
the.company store. But they had to forlow hfm out of'town t3 geigoodies. TO BE CONTINUED.
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were tel'iing his co:r,rades inside of thr
danger. Ho succeeded in fcxrling the Irr'
disns who suddenly hesitated, thcn scat'
tered for the safety of thc rocky hills.

Lambert raced back to thc spring, bul
no time heatijnlCurtie was dead. He lost

they were not to escape. A body of red.
the treil.skins *'as

for Camp Independence and help; thcn lir
sent word to Bart Bellowe.

ITtrEANWHILE the Alney L, l\IcGee
rvr party, en route to Visalia frotr'
Aurora with a herd of horscs, arrivec
at Bis Pine Creek. They were horrifie,'
to find McDonald's body on the crt-'t:';
bank. When nrany signal smokes q'crr
discovered rising frorn Fish Sprin6s t,
the routh, they began to put distancc L,c

tween themse)ves and the Intlians, hut

By DOROTHY ROBERTSON

sub-chicf ltig Iroot of the Puiutes.
W. A. (;halfant, latr: historian, nerts-

edit,rr and son of pioneers of the
. r<'r'r.runts irr his Story of Inyo,
of the evcnts connected with Bart

villase
ke. trild

Curlig Eellowr
Pholor Courlcry Auihor

;-i''i'i:

Horqcc *8srl" BrUon

advancing up
to find snfetyTN SOI\IE of the sleepy little hamletsr out irr the West j'ou can still dig up

surprising storiee of a eentury ago that
harje onl! been p:rrtially told. Such a
one is thc bittpr feud lnginning in 1863
bet's'ecn Hor:ice "BarL" Ilcllo*'s and

Hoping
the party
the river

flcrt)ss the ri'r'r:r
attempted a crossittg but foutt,
at low ebb. Their \\'a8ons

had to
mlrtl

in the mud anrl the tcgm be cu1
loose. The t*'o women ond litt)e girl ot

pansr
reglolt
nran

the party u'ere put on horses, tire nrcr
splashing alongsidc holtling to thc nitnt:s
Soon o running fight developed.

Poor Char'ley Tylrrr, a Negro, \','a.q un
able to catch a mount, and uas overt:rkerthe Bellon's brotlrers, Henry Rad-

ilton Lambert und two men named and killed. The low moundRell o\ts,
rtet

etrl knrrrtn totla;l to less th:rn a handful Ida I\line east of I\Ianzanar in
and \\'alker, u'crc nrining at the the Los

Owens Aberdeen
Angeles aqued
is namcd Charley's Buttc

The feud itsplf and its consequenccs

<tf people. Georgt: Brorvrr of Olaneha, Cal- his honor, for
denth. The l\1

that was rvhere he mct hi'
ifornia, a cGees rr.ached the fort l;.

6prrnF
ger, Ill
Crohn

just south o'
intake neri

lr

porvder f!;'sk. George lent nre some old
lrhotographs of the principals, and told
rne rvhcrc to find Curtis Bcllows' grave
in the Sol<licrs' Cerrretcry. Curtis rcas the
ittnoeerrt irrrqtrument of the I.roubki, and
his death \\'rs onc of the causes of the

troopers.
At the Ida Cnnrp, Rart knelt by hi.

brother's dead lndy arrd u'cpi. "Arr c;,'r
for an e1'e t" he votvcd, anrl promiser
Curtis )re'd get everl' last one of th,
bushwhacking r.er'lskins. Thc Indians
naturally, \['erc gone. Rart setruted care

ut thc southcrn errd of
Orvens l,s mc irc had known old
R:rrt rvhen he (Ceorgc)

iyrping l'oungster and
tf re historic muzzlc

\\'jrga
had

bere
beenrvorsh

Sivctl loader and

Valle.y. The rnen workcd in gtoups or
pairs, for too many lone prospectora were
beine nicked off bv the Indians.

Ori 'llareh t,- Camp Indepcndence
authorities notic6d that wily old Chief
George had quietly slipped as'ay ftom
cumq after receiving his rations. On
Itarbh 2. a band of several hundred In-
dians eo#posed of men, women and chil-
dren, rvt:rcobser.red across the river, leav-
ina the vallev-

it dusk of iUarch 2, Hiram I\IcDonald
un at Bis Pine Creek some fifteen to
tri'enty miies tcr the north, was killed by
Indians rshilc his partners, the three
Ayrcs brothers, u'et- upstream and out
of sight.

Not lorrg before, some Indians who
had ebnre into possession of while men'n
guns but s'ere without bullets, had con-
i'r:ir-e<l the b:'ight rrotion of stcaling the
le:td pipe u'hich supplied the Ida Camp
rvith rviter fronr a distant spring. This
theft neces-.ituted lhe fctching and c:rrry-
irrg oJ' uillcl' to the camn. rvhich was a
lraif-nrile arvay. The moinirrg of lVlarch
6 harl ber-"n cold and elcar *'hcn Curtis

late afternoon. Bart Bello'a's had has!.ene,
there also, to ridc with thc avengitry

Dn ll(
l,itt lc l'irre then lx-,came krrorvn as In-

establishc(l at Pine.

mrssacre at 0rvens Lake
y .t. 1602, in arrswer to the'set-

tlt'rs' r,,q rrt'st for soldiers,

nts. One sct in p llr
ticular caught

Dtl
hi" eye because of :.

Curtis'heart.
Lieu

great size an<l one missin( toe. Wh.;
hc diseovere<l the prirrts hehind a larg
bush near the spring, and in direct lin
with Curtis' hody. he knerv this Rig Fcn
was the killer. IIis arr.lvs had cnicre

On Jul

k:r:cc \Tes

lr)llS \\'ln ter st;r

Up trr lirr.' r r,;1-'!119

Camn
Little

e.'I'hese lrincnutsin nut ritious oils,
of tire n'hitcs. had
fronr othr:r trilx:s.

Inde-

v\'erlc
ar:d

lpcn

fu llv
dozen

to the
dians
agaln wen
i300 strong
ficult to d

single
on Geo

Doughty
them. trIa

for trae
barefoot

Lenant Doughty lcd his
Black Rocks stronghol
on I{areh 12. nnrl B

ks snd noticed over i

deptn,lt'trce.
By :hc sprirrg of lti63 the ltsiutes q.er€

srr I lcrrl _v n'.selrt f u I u n,l. heconri n g hunrrril r
<le.sirik; th.: do!i;rg orrt nf iatiirrs bv the
miliLrry. I{omestcetlcls \rere srvarnring
in, as rverc prospectors anr! nrincrs. The
Irrrlians' tr,st set.rllantls, gamc rantr3:s, anrl
fishing streanrs had becn precnrpted.
Wor.-e, tlrc nrirrers 'rtcrc decirnzrting the

dt'tlril norr.
rl ,if the In
:r rt Flcllol .

l) iirott trres. s,)ur'(',.j of the Indians' prec-

p:r lt i rir l; l ;'i r' rit: lr'

t along. But thc lnrliar,s. oll
and rvell entrelrchctl. s'ere ri:i
islodge. The prrrdcni lrrrl c'.ll

numbcrcd rrhites wil hdrcrv
Early on Ilarch l9 sonrc thirlr'-st'r.:

\1'arriors rrett ohsen'ed h'rad:n
Bellor+s anrl }[ilt Lamt"crt rvent to fill
their l'ater buckets at thc apring.

Larrrlrcrt lrad filled his nails and had
st.:rrted back rthen rr piercing ycll uhirlerl
him arrrunrl. Hc rvas just in time to see

file from Chicf Gco rg{,t'S
n Inrrgc's Crcck. lrctrscc le1't1,,1,'"

g
r.l iic

l()it
llr\l,

jc:iii':r:1,.
t rilre r'!;r

s ulrrriorl Uach
irrrnd <'r'rllirr sr.'ctinlts of moun-

tain couni r]- :r:rcl ,'stal)lished bountlarics. his friend and pnrtner fall, mortolly
t)ing u'ith arrow.q. Lam-

and Lone |inr'. Captain liopes, in ct'n:
mand of the fort, Fuesse,l tlre;r ntip.ht i,
going to interrept .)anrcs Whitc. nr:tilr,,lr
frorn Vis:rlia. Hc sent Liculr'r'.'rri

Cu'tis :r"'l Fert llt'llorrs, togcther q'ith
:rrr nlrl 1,,'r'i:,.od chunt name<l Hr:nry Bad-
f,{-'r.
luck

rroun<led :rnd bris
lprt rlced for the cabin the redskins

iri,l .',';ne lo Californin to try' their ursuit, As lre neared t]re cabin, *'ith tu'ent1' soltl icrs to foll.''
ns j,rincC tl:

Trrrc lli'..,,
ir, rr:inerul-riclr Inyo County. That

ir' hot p
Lanrbert shouted commands es though he ny armtd civilia
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Courtcly Aslhor

r' I l'."

'clcrrdl;'tirrcl that wouldn't cnd'til thc quivcr lvrrs cmptv, thc

slrot 1>ouch rvls cmpr/-and one or both men rverc dcad . . .

Iffi{IH'f,V"H H,(}APHflB

irrr,l ht: \\'ll.i stltt'h,' hnrl trr,l :rllrterl hts

'u;rl,rv. llu krrnw Io,r. lli; fir..I slru! tnrr.rt
ti'll,,irrd tht,tr ht ritr', lris etr,.'!rr)" far'r.,
tr, firce!

()lic st:rrtlt.,l gl;tr,t't', unr, thr' lt,rli;rrr
rr.:rs off. Brrrt. hntl r1r1[ 1,1'en '1ui,.li C.nOugh.
It rsas a rlr':ttll!'Kirtltr oI liirlr' en'l srllk.
'l'he Ilrrlian tyis sh'rlt, lt/,\1'':ritll, rvitll
enlt'nlous sltat','rl f,'rit. ll,: t':trri,-'tl :t lt,tll'
antl n AUivcr (rf lt rr',\\'s. 'l hr' tnt'tr ziE-
zllrqctl flrrouAlr llrp piti,,tr pitrts' tl,'rlgitrg
t'r.hiir,l Ilrt' trtrtr]ts f,)t; tovcl', Sr'v(:ral tinlt:s
arro\\s slittrttrtetl itrtc' tlrc pt"rt|cting tr|r:
trunhs, pirrrring [31sv1'3; 6llrlhitrg to tile
burk.

Tlren Illg lroot r:rcerl fttr tlt+: dubious
safetv oF li'l,rnc pine nl'ar th{: centar of
a srnill fllt. Thr:ic \l'as nt) plnce else to
go.'' llart s'as in a lreitot' Dosition. lttrt Rig
Foot kcut. ltitr trittn,'rl lx:ltirtrl n trec. Catl-
tiouslv he turricd riidervays, trr mitrinrize
his brilk. holdirrg tlte nruzilr: Iort,ler ut thc
n,lr<ly. At. thr. firr:t t'h:rttce, he musL shoot.
Tirn,! had run out.

'Arrd then Rig P'oot, irnp:rtient, lcatrt'd
out to see rvhl' the rvhitc' mnn \l'ss so
quiet. It rvRs trbw or never' f)r:liix:ratelY,
B;rrt ainretl and fired. Curtis' nturder wa.s
finallv avt,nserl.

F',ri fortv'i'cars B!r lt Ilellorr;s Ti\ncht'(l
:rt ll:rirv:ri, emplor-ing Ilr,li:rrr lal.ror. 'I'lren,
in the carlv -l9l)t)s. Rrtrt sold out. He
nroverl to l,6ng Bcach \\herc he tlicd at
nqa eishtr'-tq'o.''tn iion'eet tinres, Indinrts s'ho rvorlted
for ri'hite ranchprs autl liuctl on their
rrroDertv mon! ofte.n than not took thcir
i,mployers' numes. [n I-one Pine tot'luy,
the-ra ere still a nutnher of Inrlian fanr-
ilies rvho bcar the unlik rly name of
Rellas-a derivative of Rcllows.

snr:rll foree attd trniled the Indians
thrcrrrgh the Arabantn Hills, catching up
u'ith thorr in the afkrrnoon at a rovine
near Cotton$'ootl Creek, five miles aouth
of thc head of Olvens tske. A fisht last- '
inr{ sonre four hours ensued, after which
tha lndiBns r'vere driven into the icy
rrti te rs.

The cscuping srvimmcrs, hampered by
a slrorrg rvitrd onrl revealed by a full
nr,)(rn, rYelt efl:iilt- pieked off as thcy i

lx'[11v1.11 :rhout on the surface. The whiies \

':.,t;tbli:;herl a cordon along the shorc,
rht'n settletl down to r,r'trib for morning.

Tlrirtr'-three bodies washed ashore thgt
r:rislr. dawn. but one Indian \r'as seen
ilrcing west for the mountains' ma-king
,lerisive [cstures st the furious whitcu
rvho ha,l iiiscovcred his escape too lete.

Latcr Rar! -found a p?ir of water-
i"cKL{ nro{cxsins by berc footprints along
't.,r southern shore. Furiously' he noted

i' tell-tlle missirrg toe. Big Foott' Irriendlv Indians later told Bart the
n,nesarlo iub-chief had boasted to "tame"
Irrdinns horv hc had escaped the u'hites.
IIe h:rrl subrnerged beneath tho lvaters,
brt.athinn throu?h a hollorv tule stalk,
anrl so made his=rvay safely to e hidden
placa by the shore.

tr\N AI'IiIL 13, 1803, Big Foor and hie
V rn.'n killed thrce miners and a
rvoman. burncd the cabin of the Combina-
tion Canrp ovcr in the Panamint Moun'
tains. the,r flcd.

Vr'rious hit nnd run outbrcaks occurrtd
nt scattered outDosts. but on the whole
the Indinn populatioir had, as one old-
timer put it, 'isced the light and settled
down."

,\lmosL two vears later, January 1,
1865- the rcnedartcs snes!:ed back into
Or"ens Vallev -and attacked the lonely
rvnv station -at, Hairvr:i lllendows. Mm.
Itcbuire and her little son, Johnny, were'
killed. Mr. IllcGuire had gone to Lone
I'irre for materiale.

Now the entire Valley was up in arms.
A punitive force rode io Haiwai, tracked
the footprints. and found the trail split-
One set- of tracks had gone southweet
tou'nrrl the Kern River Trajl; the other,
shorving scme tcn Indian footprinta, u'ent
north and east toward I lstge Indian.
c:rnlp on the northeast shoro o.( Oweng .

l,ake.
Latc on the night ol January 6, eP.

nmximatt ly thirty-two incensed civilinns.
,termined to end these ambushes for '

i<'d. rode to the Indian camp. Srtow. .

rnuffled thc horsemen's appronch 60 lhst
the entire cnmp wtrs cBufht anleep and
cut dor+'n es they msbed from their rick-
iuos. :--For 

the crlmer of the ten who hrd .. ;

ane-aked into cnmn. oyet thr"e-fourth6 ot
the innocent Indiinl tJ:ere rsett ldlled.
For yenra. thoreaftar thr trlbt nrnrined .'-:ut;r.;ind definnL

In 1870, Bart Bellorvs filetl a prctrmp-
tion claim on I{airvni lleadows. St,nges
and freighters stopy:tl at his rsay station,
fcr Orvens Valley was btrrnting. Lntcr
Barl imported around 8,000 Angort goat'r
and }laiwal became knorvn as the /-ioaL
Ranch.

As for Big l'oot, the Valley knew him
no more.

fINE day while Brrt rvas out hur,ting
v alonR the Sierrn foc,thills iryest of
the present ;;u11mevin, he becnttte awsre
of fresh, barefoot prints goitrg up a eon-
von to\,r'ard timher:line. Something ehout
lhe outsize Drints caused him ib bentl
closer, examining thenr. Sutlderrly his
heart beq-an to pound. There rvas one
missing ioet Hii brother's killer, Ilir
Foot, rr'as nenr at handl

For hours Bart trailed the Indian, gun
ready. Ife was a good hunter anri tracker,

Curtir Eellowr lica in the Old Soldiers
Coraetrry ot Independoece, Cclilornia. fhe
dclc on ihe tombglone (below) is ln er'
ror il rhould be Mcrch 6, 1863. George
lrora (rigbt) ol Olcocbc, Cclilornia' with
lhr raunlo tooder givea him lixty yetril

. qgo by 8od Bcllowr.
Courtcrv ol l{orrY Greonnun
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BURRELL C. DAWSON

P. o. BOX 794
LONE FINE, CA 93'[5

One of the undersigned (vsr; discovered numerous rock
plles ln the Alabama Hllls while making a botanlcal- survey.
These Bre a couple miles west of Lone pine in the ovrens

Va1ley, Inyo County, Cafifornla. These piles lay on a

gentJe east sloping smell alruvlal fan at the east base

of the Hlll-s a llttle north of Hoodlem peak.

The piles vary l-n slze from tr,vo to slx feet in length
end v,rlclth and about a foot or so in heighth. shepes very
from elongated or ovaL to nearly round. some have e

depresslon ln the center ancl some seem to have other
peeullarlties. slzes shown on the attached map ere rnore

or less averoged,

rt ls obvlous that the piles are not the result of
natural geologie action, but ere mgn made. The overalL
areB throughout thelr occurence is conslderable, about
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1000t by 1200r in the southerly Brea and 900r by 1boo, ln
the northerly, or 27 acres and'31 Beres respectively.

Although there appeers no pattern when viewed on the
groundr vre surveyed the r-ocation of each =plle and produced
the atteehed map from the data. stllr no pattern is
epparent to us. BURRELL C. DAWSON

P. O. BOX 794

,>'l40

- Aa

rt is not known v':hether the labor to produce tir"#*t 
ptNE' cA s3545

,

ptles ls aborlginal or modern, and no reason for thelr
exlstanee is evldent. An older l0car- resldent thought
they might have something to do v.rith thetr.os arrg"r""
Acqueduct constructlon. v/e lnvestlgated two other €reas 

'

suggested by the l-ocal resldent, the area betrveen the i

north enil of the Arebama Hilr-s ancr Hogback creek, end.r also
Joe Whlte Canyon. I,Jo piles vlere found.

rn order to e*ive at knovrredgeable based oplnlons
we 're sendlng coples of thd.s.letter and. map to researchers
1n archeorogy and rerated fier-ds. I?e v.,ould partlcularly
lil<e to ilete'rnlne lf this site is aborlginal or modern.

Copies to
Dr. E. l. Davis, Great Basln Foundatj.on,
]fu ncy }eterson rJ.alter.
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xeroxed fron rrReport on the ;round l.xploratlors of the

rut:eeu of i,thnolog3rtt S:rithsonlan fnstitution l8g4

Loudor Cour.t5', .(itote of t,enl:essee

'I lll: lt.tT ( 1il:t:tr llot slr\.

Trvo rriles lrelon' )lorg;lntoll, orr llrt,rrt,st sirlr. ol'llrr, l,iltlr,,l.r,rrrrr.sse.
tit0r. Ilnl crt'r'k.jrritts tlris slt't'rrtrr. llottr nlrovr,;rrrrl lrll.rv t1rr.1111111f11 1y1'
llris crt,r,k llrcrl is lr 1rr.ell.t- lcr.el r.lrllr..r., r,rlr,trrlirrg l,;rr.li ti.orrr llrr, rivor
:tl sotttt'Ioitrls lr:rll'lt trrilt' to tlrr. lr;rsc ot'tlrtr str.r,p lrill* rr.lrit.lr lr'srt1,1. i1.
lrrrrltcrli;rlr'l.t'itt tlrc ltttglcrvlrcre tlrr,r,rcr,k .i.irrs llre r.ir.r,r.is;r r.olrrprrr:r.
It\.ll.t'llrrgc rrrorrrrrl. ntrrl otr llre oppositr. ol.rr.csl sirlr, 1l' llrt, r.r.er,k lrrl
Itlo otltt'r lttottlttls (Ios. Lf :rtrrl;|1. 'llrc lirst is orr llrr. lrntIorrr l:rrrrt, tlrrr
olltt'rs olt n lr,r'et telr';rr.r.so1rr.Ll(l rrr jl(t fr,r,t lrigltpr. lir;rrr flrr. lir.st lrotlom
ot' lorvt'st vallr'.v Iet.r'l; tlrt, llttr.r :rr.r, nlrorrt l0{t li.(,t rlist;rnt fr.orrr orre
:ttrotlrcr, trrrlrsrtritrg l'r.rirrr eelrtcr to cr,tttlt'.

Tlrese (No. lJ rrr I)1. xxt') :rrr: orr lnrrrl ,rrnr,rl lrl JIr.. L )t..rilt'rr.
lrttt art'rlill'elcrrt. ljottt tlrosr' llreviorrsll rrrt,rrtiorrr,rl. rvlrir.lr lrr.r, :rlrorrt ij
rrrik:.s lirrtbr,r' rrp tlrc r.ivr'r..

Jlotrrrrl l, rrreirsrrlirrg ltts fcct irr rlitrrrrctcr :rrrrl S l'eet irr lreight, wns
|rtrn;'rost'rl rrlrolll'of 1't.r'.r'rllrk soil, corrl:rirrirtg:r gr.r,:rt rrrlrr.r.srn:rll slrells;
tlrese rvelc irr lirct so alrunrl:urt irr plrrr.ts ns to prcserrt tlrr, :lpl,(,nr.ap(:c,f n sLcll herrlr. This c.rrrliti,rr c'rrtinuerl t. ilre rleptl*f jlf fcet to a
litl'cr of lrnt'll 1'cllon's:tttrl: ttttrlcr ttris tlrc lurr:rirrrlr.r. ol'tlrc rrrorrrrrl to
the ol'igirtal sttrlitce, cscellt it crrrrtL:rl, t:irr'rrl:rr trr.et :J l'cc1, irr tlilrrrett,r,

3e2

t:orrsistcd ol' rlllk rlritlr sirrrilrrr lo th:rt ol' tlre top la.r'cr. The central,
cit'crtlirr coltr r:orrsistt:rl ol' :r st'rit.s ot' brrrued cl:r1'bcds ol hearths, altcr-
tr;rtitrg rritlr ll1'r'rs ol'r:olrlsirrrrl rrslrt's. 'llrc.st:crtcurlcd dorrtru'irr{ fi.orrr
tht: l:r1'et'of 1'elltlw sittrtl to tlrc lrottorrr of tho ruourrtl. ,\ l'e w clrirr.r.etl
:tttitrtitl bottcs occtlrtt'tl itt sutrru ol'tlre lirl'crs r-rt'rrshcsl rrolhiug clst,ul'
irrft.rcst rvirs oLrservt,tl.

()n tlrt'e:rst sirlr: ol'thc river, rlilcctll' o1l;losite tlris rrrourrtl, is irrr
:tttt'irttl villirgc sitt'rthcrt'tlrr.soil is vcr'1'tlirrk rrrrrl lr:rs sclrttcrt.tl through
it irr lrburrditltt'tr sllct'itrtctrs ol'brnlit'rr llotlcr.\', llirrt clrips, irrrrl oltrrrr. trr.i.
rlcur:t's of orr:rrlxurr'1'. lrr scvcrirl lllirccs littlc cirelcs ol'brrt'rrt storres
tultl' lrc uccrr l.r'irrg orr lrt.rls ot' :rslrcs.

()rr rrrorrrrd tJ, {{ fi.trt irr rlilrrrrt,tr,r:rrrtl lt) li.ct higlr, stoorl l l.rlircli.olrk
ttt'c 3li'ct ilr tli:ttr,ctcr. lt ruts corrr;rost,rl tlrrrrrrglrout ol'lrlr'tl rcd cta.t..
,\t llrt'rlr';ltlr oI jll li'et rt'lts tlrtr skclt,trrrr ol'lrt rrrlrtlt irr :r horizgrrtirl
lrtlsitiort, rvitlr tlrt' lrcitrl crtst :rrrrl tlro lrrrrs t'losc lrv tlre sirles. 'I'lrc elrrtlr
itrrtrrcrlilrlcll'ltbrtttl llrr lrutrt.s trlrs ol':r rl;rrli grct.rri.slr r.olot :rtrtl lborrt
llrc lrlt'itSf tvCltr trvo tttt.t:rl lrrtcklr,s, gtt(,9l' llrt,lrt [:ryitrg :t t'r'itgrrtettl .l'
lr';rtlrt't'ol hirlc still rrrllrcrirrg t. it. ()rr tlrt, lt'g borrt,s rvcrc still to lrr.
st'trtt li':tKtrte trts ol' llttcksliitr ltrrrl :r rrrrlrrl lrrttlorr, tlru l:rttcr stir:kitrg tirst
to tlre borrc.



\\'hcllrcr or rlot this rlits:tu irrtrusivt.brrlirrl coukl rrot be rlt.telruirrt,d.
thorrglr tlrt'tttrititt'trt conrposili{,lr ol tlrr: rrrorrrrtl arrrl tlrc siz.e 9l'tLc o;rkgrrrtt'illg ltboYc st'e llls lo bt: ttgiritr.st tlris srrlrlxr.sitiurr I lrcvcrtlrcle.ss, tlrr.litrthcr tliscrtYclics Itt:ttle slros' t lrrrt it \r';rs rirrbsr,rlrrtlut to tLt, orii;irrrrt
lrrt'irrls irrrrl tr,t. irr :rt'c'rrlrrrrcc rvitlr tLt.'r.igirr;rl lrlrrrr.

'\t lr rlr'1rtlr rll'lr litttc ttvt'r.l ti'ct, rrrrtl irrrrrrlrliatt,ll'rrrrrlel this skr.tt,.
tou, thc toll of :r $tl.,rrc rrrrll rrls r.errr.lrt.rl l tlris rv:rs rirrrutl [5, tirrllrer
t.lxcuvirtiorr to beir vault s li.t.t stguur.r,, brrilt u1r ul' r.ouglr, tl:rt liut..rtorrt.
rocks lo tlro hcight rll' j-r l.ct irbovt, llrc oligirrrrl s.ril ori rrll,i"l, il rr.sl,.rl.
ou tlro irrside, irbrrut Llrll'rr':r.\, rlorvu, \\.cr'(, se \.(,rr skclctous, rrurrrSt.rtrt,
frrr t',trv.rritlrrt'r', 11, il,.l, i-r,0, ?, irrrrl s. N.. rj rr.irs llre shelct,tr ,r. .rr:lrilrl, lro|izurrtirl, rfitlr tlrr. lrc:rrl ltl llrc r,:rsr l \os. il rrrrrl { 11,irrg t.}ir.rlrtrNith llrt'lrt'ltl ttrlt'llt, rnc ol'rrhit'lr rr;rs ir chiltl,.s skr.lct,rir, rlitl ,.rrr.rlt
lrr,:rrls:rborrt thtr lrc:rrt i \os. i:rrrrl li rr.r,rr, jrr :r siil.irrg ;,,,*tu,... irr tlrctt0t'tltt'itst, ('()t'tl'r', :tttrl rrrurttrrl llrr. trcck ol' out, tr,.r." ,,,,,,,5,strritll slrr.1.
ittrd lttt'1.Jc slrcll bc;rtl.s1 \,,s. ?:rrrtl .J \r.t,r.tr 1.1.i11g irr tlrr: t.,irrler rr.ith tlrr.
lrr::rrls clost. togcllrt'r iurrl cr.rrslr,.rl b.r. Irrr.gt, ll;rt storrcs rr.liclr l.r.r. ..,rrtlrt'tlt. Notlrirrg lrroro \\'irs lbrrrrtl irr t l,i" r',r,rlt rrrrtil tlre bol l,rur u.r"
t'citt:ltt'tlr rvlrcre ltiue tttotc slit'lct()trs r|crc rlisr.ot'et't.rl. trrttclr rlr,r.:r.1.r,rlr;rt..l
llirrg irr :rll tlirt:r'tiorrs, sl.rrrirrgl.t. tlrr.orr.rr irr rvitlrorrt iul.\. cirrr..

]lorttttl 3lt'its ot'stttitll sizc, rucusurirrg but :.lS l'cet, irr rli;rrrrt.rcr;rrrrl .i
ti'ct in t::i*ll. . srrrrc l:rrgc srrsslrli'rrs trccs n'crc.srrrrrrrirrgorr it,.rrrr trrc
o\r''('r', )lr'.'l'illtorr, st:rtr.rl ll'rt hc lr:rrl cut tret,s I'rrl'r it iurr1.).c.rrr u;,\
rttrtl tlrrrt it hirtl bt,crr cr.rr.crt.tl b.\. :r clrrstr.r ol'trr:cs ,,,,,1 ;;r.,i^.,.itt,.r erhrrg:rg.:rs tlrr. rrklcst scttlt.r. irr tlre loc:rlit.r.,,,,,tt,l r.....,,1t,...1. .tl ll,.
titrtr' tlrtr lr('itvirtiolt rvlts trurrlr. lltt.t.c tr';r.s :ttr pltl rrrll(.1 illtr'lr ).r.1 'g

:i{,3
the top, thc roots of rrhich r.Arr tlorrrr to tlrc skcletr.ru.s. It n.rrs r.orrr.lloscrl thr'orrghout, c-rcclrt :rbout tlro skcletorrs ut trrc br.rrrr, ,t. r'rr.ttred cla;', rvith,rrt :rrr.r' jrlrlic.tir,'r,;;'-;;:;;.iric:rriurr. 

\rrrrirrg 
'r.irrlr.rt._lr'*s disr:'vc.cd utrtil the bottoru.u.". r",,"t,",r, *.rrr.r.. rrirre ske tt,tolr.s \\.(,r.r.fourrd lyiug-o' tlr(r'r'igi'*r 

",,.ri.o ,rr"iri" g,.u,,,,,t, srrr.rurrrrt.d b1. rr:rr.kct'Llrcd errrtlr' l'bcsc-n'ere rlisposcrl :rs srrrru.rr ilr rri;;. Lr?!. \o. Ilf ir:g rrt frrlr Icrrgth rviilr,trrc r,",uit;,u,ir,,:rrrti.crosc b.1., ;rrrr;ril,11 rlitrr ir,brrt l'ith tLc hc;rrl lorth, ar,," \," ,r.-"b,, tlrc s:rrrrc lc\.cl rr.r:r.c slvr,rrrrtlrt:r"sr:rll lf irrg cr,sc sidri b.r'sidr., uJtt, i",,,t,, rrrr.trr:rrrrr irr ;r lirrc. -\llrvc'. brrrll.l'dct.lr1,ctJ. 
--,\,., 

r.li".* u.,,o ilu,,,,f .rr.itlr :rrr.t. lrrrl -\,r. l. irrrrrrr.-rlirrtt'11' rrrrtl.l' trrc srirril irrrrr .j:rrr r,,r".*'rr:'*.l,i.rr rrcr.c rrr., r.'1r1r.,'rrr.:rr.r..



4J2_-:-*-*'

trrA. 1'his slorru is slrorrrr irr Jrig. lllJl. ,Irtr{.: crrgrilvrrl clurr.rrclr.rs olr il,t. lx'1'utlrl rlttcsti,rr lt.ttcrs ,,f tiltr Ct,*.,rf .1 , :rllrtr*br.t s;rirl t' 
';rr.t: 

lr.r.rr

irll;:"''rt '.r' 
(''u'gc (irrcss i'r seqrrri-r':rt,j, ,, t,atr-ur",,,r (r;",.;,;;,.,'rr,rrr

lcts, :rtr crr grtvetl stout,,
ir uurirll dr.illcrl fossil,
l c(rl)pcr bc;ltI, is lpl1"
irrrlllt.rucrrt, :rrrtl 60utc
xrrrlll picccs of lrol islcd
rr.oorl. 'l'lrc c;rltL itborrt
llro skelctous \rirs \r(.t
rrrrd tlrr. llict:trs of tvoorl
xrlt rrlrtl colorcrl gr.cctr
lr.l' t:orr tirt.t ryitlr thc
lolrlrcrbnrcelcts.'l'lrc
brlrr.r:lcl s lrirrl Lrecrr
r ,,lllrl irr soure thirr,,
1rr'lr:rlrl.\' b;rr.li, rr.l,i.il
r'rrrrr r I rlt'rl ir rr':r3, rr.tr r.r r

llrr,.l' rrcrc tirkt'rr orrl.
'l'Ic clrgru vcd .storrc
la1' ;rlrtillll' rrrrrlcr tLe
lr.rr.l ;rirrt ol' tlrc skull
atrl llir:t rilrrrck b;' tlrr.
alrr.l ;rrorl ttscrl irr ;rrob.

l'to. l,'?J.-Errgruvrd rturre fmrr Ih

l'trr.3i2.-ltoritoltul rer.tlou. llrt f.ra.L nrorlrrl. Sr,, lt. taurJ,,trrrIull.. .li.trur^^,r..

I crw\ tuoulrrl I-o. it, I.ourIrU corrtrl.l., 1i.Dtrr.s"N..
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June 16, 1985

il ttrant<-you for your prompt reply. My nother, uho is preeently etaying wlth
my slster i:e SebaetopoJ-, wae real\r qulte pleased to hear frou you and aehed
me to at least send you these matrxhots;_

The site ie hazily descri
h-ibtory of tlie -tb-r,ir- and- i

bed on the first page of rrTruckee __ an Lll_ustrated
t6- burioui dings lt-bt Joan;e - -Me;Enery. - 

11 i.f 
" uoof, - 

f g?!. -
T-

I

!

'l

i

Our erperLence la that you go aLong the shorc road of Donner Iake untll you
gct to the westefa end fron vhich tleee thc o1d Donnar paee road. youtke
i't about 214 mllec uutl} therclls a\Blacc whers oftca rock'crlubers teet thefr
9=!{r!go- oD- l-su'Ter week-egd you rrilr see them practislng_e_n _thc-rocke._Also off to thc left up thc alope " urt ,ou u"" a train treetle and snow-ehed.
Aad you 6ee'iemnants of the c?bE-ortler-thbn ortl car ioad ovei DonnCr pasc.-

along o1d Donner Pasg road an{at firet you wlLI bavato c.l{nb doyn-to

lt- le deflnitely do-ablc. lde fbally haf-
f!! ttrg s1-t9 lh_e- flret tine because her
vague. But the above dlrectiona are onea

we fLnd york for ue.

'l

-..--.-ri :h" reft and then up about 45 feet aad on thc alightly eroptng granlte, there,
" you wlll see petroglypG;-Hy nrotrter, nevJr l& gr";t; rrer-feeu, but at - :
j

| ,i

--.1 7, uaa a d.e to managc the walk- so
I:l to call the author of 1buekee to--L --._.-j deecrlption Ln the book ie rather

Mother hae taken her chlldren when they vere young and thea when they vere l!
1 aot so young oD manJr a petrogl5rph hunt. Ird hate to say hov nany tLnea Irve

been up and douu Martis Val1ey looid"S for ttthe' petroglypb slter.- If f In
'; DOt nietaken ny- nother has talcen me to eee the pe-troglypbs_ at Meadow Lake.-__,

Sbe firet read about these on pagG Zjj ot Siarra-Nevada Lakee by George and
T BllCs Fhkfe And vC have been to tFivera-iEcE.-: I ca!- aal fron your

letter that you, your.wlfc, and m, nothee are defLnLte Ly fellor-
I uust admit ftn not but apprecJ.atc thosc who arc.

Do keep lrr touch;--

i
I

76
Kay Clegg for Hrg.. Eardtng Clegg
t8o8 Horlcx hrav
c-98-r-
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.Iunc t6, t985

Dear l{r* l,lartla*-.-____ 
_

Thank-you for your prompt reply. llv nother, vbo La prcaently etaJrlng wlthnX slater in Sebaatopol, raa real\r qultc pleaecd to
nc- tq at*Icaet een* 3rou_ thega -r$nott

hear frou you and aakcd
a

ltc eitc
lilatory-

le hazlly descrLbed on thc fLre
of " 

thC -tovu anil- 1tf--in6uniltngi
t page of ttllrrckoc -- an tlluetrated
Ir-btuaanne-EcEif,iry. rt ic- a-uoo-ril 

-fgr

Our crpertencc lc that you go along the shorc road of Donner Iakc uatll youuegtcfrr end fron uhLch ligcs thc oId Paac road. Ioutkc.
gct to thc

DoancrIt about 2l{.nllcs untt} therc lt a\placc yher?.oftcu roch ctlnberg teat thell*--ekllla ao on a sunner weck_end you, rt 11 eec then practielng olr _thc rockg..,_= _.*Aleo off to thc left up thc alope a blt you Bc€ a traln treetlc aad snoy-ehcdAnd you a6c iennanti of thE*6Ven-'olitEr thari old iar ioad ovei Doincr Paga. 
--

t

a

I
,.

it

along_old Donncr Pagc road an{at f,irgt you vrlt have-to crinh dora-to __thc left and then up about 45 feet and on thc allght1y aloplng granltc therc,you r11l ecc petrogttpii; Ht nother, neyer too grcat on hir fect but at- t! 75 rae +rLc- te rnanalc- the valb eo it_ lc definLtely do-ablo.-- l{e flnally had-_ ._

'l_-_:l

to call thc author of lruckcc to flnd the sitc the flret tlne becauea hqr-_dcacrfpt{on ln the book ia rather vaguGo But thc abovi dlrcctLonr arc oncrrrc'flnd rork foF ua.

Mother haa taken her chlldren when they were young and thea when they vere
rl

BI{Cg' F!rkfc';- -And' vC hiti bcei- to
lctter that-Xour_ your.rlfc_ aa4

,? tl_
I tve

Georgc and

fronr your
ny nother.are dcflnltely fcllo* travelcrer

not so young on na!!r a petrolfypr, A*t. f rd hatc to eay how rnany ttmea

233 of glarra:Nevada Iakes by
t[-e-verEi;ocl;:- r caa iCri

becn up and doru Martls Valley 1ootln6 for ttthe petroglyph elt-er... ff f rn.not nlstq\egr trf nother has taken mc to see the petroglyphe_ at Meador Islcc.-___She flrst rcad about tbeee on page
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