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Excerpted from personal communication of 12-6-1977 from Eliza-

beth L. Mecham, Rt 1 Box 416, Bayside CA 95524,
George Fipkin writes of Joe Peterson and his ranch in the Argus

Range - east side , He and his sister wabel had a beautiful place

there, Joe died 1905 T.B, I knew them both as a child. Joe Copper-

staln would come over the 20 odd miles to our camp iiillspaugh for

groceries and meil - if he had any and news of his cousins -

Fanamint George, Indian George Hanson and family who always came up

in the summers and camped at different places, springs or on Junc-

tion Flat., In the 40's when George and his son Mike Hanson died

at different times - Some of the family left and came to Darwin to

tell me, Panamint George would tell me how he and his father sat

on a hillside and watched the 4%ers strugegle through - afraid to

help these strange looking people , as word had come on ahead of

their robbing camps along the way, George was born 1844, died

Sept 18,1943, buried somewhere in FPanamint Valley with others of

his family. Warm Springs was their winter home. Werm Springé in

Panamint Valley, now miscalled the Indian Ranch, is a small reser-

vation. Little sparkling creek - iiollies goats - if we needed extra

mules we got them from George, s ,

~ e P ol sot~a 4614}f{p«1hi, 7%/«%é%rruzcéiffﬁkfv~ atrecd 5;//D*Tbéév

AT 0% Arvra, jvéﬁ ekl Kooz Mo M
o0 Kepo’, e Al Ereeiriod) L gl (/czé%,
-é}éégﬁhf%ﬂ**‘ / p
G foiboiny e Hararen faily. alincd

e 7 o~ Wuwz- - 4.;{:4’534 o /Z/Z,w/ e

| | 3 ) @
Ao SPFT T
BURPELL C. DAWSON

P Q. BOX 536
LONE #iNE, CA 93545



gis (2
- BURRELL C. DAWSON
P. O. BOX 794

LONE PINE, CA 93545
Personel communication from Henry Olives, Lone Pine, 1-6-78,

Mollie Hanson herded goats,

Panamint Tom end George Hanson worked around mines as well

as ranches,

Chappo Diaz was a cowboy. Sometimes worked for Lubken., Never
married, Took name from Diasz family who lived neer Diasz Lake,
Frenk Bellas 4id some riding but was mostly a ranch hand,
Menuel Bellas the same, These three lived mostly around

lone Pine in the summer and Keeler in the winter. Frank
Bellas was a good hay stacker, Indisns camped out then, They
did not live in houses, When some one died they burned every
thing and moved., They usually camped out alongside the =x

acqueduct,

Coso Hot Springs was not & permanent settlement but Indians

were always coming and going there on account of the baths,
Indlians were at Halwee Spring most of the time,

In summer time the Panamint Valley Indians camped with their

goats at a spring 5 or 6 miles north of the Junction,
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Excerpts from letter from Elizabeth L. Mecham of 1-6-78,

We had horse theives at various times,who rounded up stock
running loose on Junction Flat and surrounding country - the Indiens
end a couple times some of ours, They were run down Water Cenyon
and across Panemint Velley south end - either over the Slate Range
or thru Wingate Pass and on to Barstow and loaded on trains for the
East with other stock held there from other parts of the county, I

memtion no names, tho we knew who they were,

Joe Peterson and sister HMebel had their fine garden and fruit
trees originally planted when Searles brothers located the lake
and settled there - used the garden spot s a summer retreat - and
when Trona established after Joe died 1905 about - Mabel lived on
there alone for years and sold the water - it really was a garden
spot. I used to ride there to see them and hunt our horses who
ranged all over with the Indian stock and the wild horses, which

were many when I was growing up.

Tennessee Springs was a fine spring at base of Wlaturango - west
side up from the Junction ebout 4 miles to the north, Our Indiens
camped there often in summer up from their winter home in Panamint
Valley at Warm Springs miscelled Indian Rench - is a very small res-
ervation -~ a winter home long before the white man showed up -
"strange looking people" who robbed the Indian camps as they made
their way into Death Valley, I often rode over to visit my Indian
friends when ever they ceme up home and camped at various places
around Junction Flat, Early day Indiane¢ had territories of their
own - an invisible boundary over which they did not enter other Xrihe
tribes spots of country. Death Valley Indians and Fanamint Indians
were close - but our Coso Indians were different and had their own

territory and Saline Valley Indierns - after 1900 they began to mingle
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In the 1930's one of the o0ld stages was at Warm Springs -
Indian Georges winter home and given to him by the owners - Cheese-
brough - I believe when the stage line was discontinued,

from EIM 2-22-78
In 1910's Indlans cemped at China Garden Spring and

Indian Garden Spring in sections 14 end 10, T 20 S, R 40 E,
MDM,
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From Beveridge Ross Spear 1-26-78

Frank Bellas had & camp below Halwee Reservoir in Wild
Rose Canyon near Wild Rose Springs, now called Rose Spring,

Ben Hunter's father worked for Willlam Lyle Hunter and
took the Hunter name, DBen was blind,

There are twin peaks northerly of the Race Track.

These are the Ubehebe Peaks, Ubehebe means e womaen's breests,

Ned Bellas has a son Leonard,

Chappo Diaz Bellas could not speak much English, He
loved horse recing, He was always at all races trying to
make a bueck, riding, working, betting,

John Glen was from iiono Lake, He was called Mono John,
His father's neme was Willie and he had & brother Andrew,
John's wife Nellie was laundress for B.R. Spear, Iono John
claimed 160 acres at the mouth of Tuttle Creek next to McCall
and Miller ranches. (See map page 38 Saga of Inyo County)
Mrs, Edwards tried to run ilono off and claim it for herself
but Ranger Parkinson stopped 1t,

The Indian cemetery on the east side of the Alabamas

was started before 1900,
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Info from Louis Arcularius 1-11-78

In 1921 there was some sort of medicine man, a big tall Indien,
come up from Death Valley with an old man and woman, I was going to
Cole Springs from Darwin end there was three feet of snow on the
ground, I was a week late because of ptomaine I got et the Junction.
I was riding the ridges because the snow was less deep there and
when I come out on the flat near the cebin at Cole I saw this guy
out there in the snow in the middle of nowhere going through some
sort of ceremony and beating the snow with & stick,

When I got to the cabin I found these old people inside, no
food, no fuel for a fire. Just sort of & nest in the middle of the
floor of shredded bark and stuff,

I had plenty of food in the cabin in a mouse proof tin lined
box and I asked the old woman why they didn't eat it. She said they
couldn't. It didn't belong to them, It belonged to Summers and
Butler, I told her it belonged to me and go ahead and eat it up.

Then I went on to Coso Hot Springs where I was to meet the
boss. I told him I hed to go to Cowens (now Dummovin) and notify
the sheriff about these 0l1d people in trouble which next day I did.
I never did know what the outcome was,

The name of the big tall guy was Big Mouth George.

Mike Hanson and George Gregory had a ranch half way between

Darwin and Cole Springs.
Frank and Joe Bellas lived at Keeler in 1906,
Hunter is the name of some Saline Valley Indians.

George Gregory and Mike Hanson were cowboys. In the spring

and fall worked for Summers and Butler., Also Jens Ness st Hunter
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In 1916 they built mwigsdxmwrraixx a winged corral three or
miles south of the Junction on Nedeau Road, Here they rounded up
50 or 60 wild horses to break and sell locally after they branded
them, After they got these wild ones in the wings the women would
come out at the wide mouth of the wings and whoop and yell and wave

pieces of cloth and help herd the wild ones into the corral,
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letter from EIM 5-9-78 LONE. P?N;?Oé;;‘sm

I have known Siles Ness since he was born in Derwin 1910
a fine man, The Panamint Valley and Coso assumed the white
mans way of l1life sooner than others have, Their dress patterned
after us in Darwin - without patterns they copied ours with
calico perfectly. Their houses in Derwin were so clean - could
eat off the floor and they cooked as we did, Years ago - 1900s
before they moved into Darwin - & couple of the women would
walk in from Indian Gardens and Coso - do big wgshings - iron -
¢clean house - have noon meal and st days end - walk home - all
for $1,00, Later when they moved into Darwin - Memie Gregory
liked to wash for me and she washed ironed and cleaned for wmkh=rx
others,

Her beskets were of the best,

Her daughter Annie and Mike Hanson ~ Georges son - were
married in late 1890s or early 1900s, Annie died during our
1918 flu, In those days their lives were much more secret than
later on when they settled in Darwin and the children went to
school, I've always been pleased that I could call them friends
especially Panamint George and his family,

It was a custom - cruel of course in our eyes - to take an
0ld one out aways with a few days water and food and leave them
to die - the last time in 1913 or so - we of the town rescued
Mary - a mile from town, But when they made up their minds to
die - they died and of course could not in their houses., If
they d4id the houses etc would have to be burned, Later years
they got over that ldes - would move the sick ones outside.
01d days they burned their dead and where was very hard to find,
Now those who have gone rest in peace in our cemetery and the
graves taken better care of than ours,

We used to talk with Indian George about them - the petro-
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glyphs - but he had no handed down history of who "the people"
were or if his ancestors - his were Death Valley - understood
some of the meaning of what "the people" as he called them were
saying and that the country in their time was different than
now, Their cemps were along the base of the Malapal on west
side of Junction Flat (Etcheron Valley) and some fine o0ld mx
metates and menos were still found when I was little - we just
left them there, In 1930 my two sons and I found one out on
the flat - metate - and buried it,

The Owens Valley tribes are and were different from ours,
The Owens Lake was a boundary line in ancient times and still

so not too long ago.,

plantl N VAR ki

Joe Pernpers of Linn Valley was a2 Yeuelmgni Yokuts., His Indian
neme was lMilet (mih'-let) which meens mountsin,
Obtained from Mrs, Jim Wallasce of Dyer Calif who is & mixed

blood relstive of Joe Peppers,



W BURRELL C. pawsoN

: P. 0. BOX 734
hONE PING, §A R
From Silas Ness 2-8-78

Mike Hanson and his father-in-law George Gregory ran horses
in the Junction Flat area, George Hanson known as Panamint George
saw 49ers as smell boy, He was probebly on Rogers Peak at the
time,

Hanson femily ran as high as 700 goats at one time. Raised
for mohair. Hanson territory from Telescope Peak to Tennessee
Spring and ad joining arees, Tennessee Spring in summer time,

C 1929 a concrete flume was built on the Indian Ranch
reservation, It has since been almost all covered by eloud bursts
A dividing line was set up between the Darwin Indiesns and

the Hanson family,

Rosie Sam was the maiden name of the mother of Silas Ness,
Her mother was s Saline Vaelley Hunter, John and Sarah Hunter
were relatives,

Patterson Creek in Fish Lsake Valley named for Indian who
lived there,

Silas Ness had a permit for grazing 10 horses, Botini the
BIM man rexm cancelled it on him every year. A blg scrap every
time to get it renswed., Silas felt it was cancelled in favor
of big ranchers.

The Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshoni council won't grant land to
Indians from "over the hill", There is vacant land on the reser-
vation but they have marked it reserved on the map and are holding

it for their grand children,
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When we would tslk to Indian George - iilke or others - they
knew nothing of petroglyphs or of ancestors - just "old people”,

George Gregory -~ his mother Maery and a couple "old viejos"
as we called the o0ld ones when I was growing up - and Mamie Grmxmx
Gregory were at Indien Gardens in 1900s and a few others of that
clan or tribe, In middle late 1900s moved into Darwin and set
their camp up in the little wash thet runs east side along the
edge of town and on into 0ld Lucky Jim Wash which further on down
east runs into the main Darwin Wash, In 1910s they moved up and
down to their present locatior., Built nice homes, No connection
with the few who lived at Coso Hot Springs thet I know of - so
few left by the turn of the century,

George and Mamie's daughter Annie married Mike Hanson of
Panamint Valley clan and their children grew up in Darwin.

Dugan Henson and Silass Ness have permission to run horses
on the bombing range - prior rights - especially Dugan's from
his families rights in the Junction country, I saw a few head
there in 1971 and now they run a few head out of Black Rock Springs
at the western end of the llalapai south of Centennial Flat,

As far as I know there were very few Death Valley Indians
and they were scattered all thru that big country - and into kx
Panamint Valley in 49 days, All isolated and did not mingle from
what George Hanson used to tell us. And there were boundary

lines,
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Joe and Mabel Peterson's are sll gone - no children of either
so far as we knew when they lived at Mabel's spring.

Panamint George's (Hanson) Indian name - "Boy who ran away" -
"Bah-vanda-save-kee" - and his wife's was "Jai-hi'-alai-he-ali" -
but we called her "your wife he" - as he called her "my wife he".
Easier then her Indian name, He did not know or did not want to
tell what her name meant, He got his from hiding out setting up
on a hillside when the 49ers came by,
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Letter from EIM 6-2-78 ‘ONE PINE CA 93348

I'm sorry Silas 1is not cooperating., ilaybe he never was
interested in fsmily history. Always took good care of his
mother - a fine woman - first ceme to Derwin in 1908-09 and spent
the rest of her l1life there, ilade delicious hotcakes, Our Darwin
Indiens had a nice 1little community down et the end of Main St.

Birchams camp cabin was on the road just off the summit of
iHlountain Springs Cenyon & couple miles, The mine furthur south.
Wwe used to camp in the cabin in 1915-16 with Mike and George -
and others of our friends while rounding up horses - Logan -
George Hanson - Mike - Happy Jack George Gregory - hiilo and I.
Last roundup 1916 ey we gathered and held there 40 head - then
headed them out for the Junction - running the 15 miles to corral
et the Junction - later brend and cut out a few to break. Happy
Jack was one of Panemint Valley cousins of George.

Leland Hanson corporel 32 Infsntry 7th Division., Korea -
killed in action Jan 18,1952, Born June 14,1927, Hilitary
funeral at Derwin cemetery,

Paremint Tom - Shoshoni Faiute - Death Valley and Panamint
Valley - was father-in-law of Indien George Hpnson - who when Tom
died in 1900s - hard to know in those days qut when any of our
Indians died in Panamint Vaelley country - all were burned at a
secret place - when Tom died George became YFanamint George sort
of succession title, In early 1900s Tom used to come once in a
while to our place, iiillspaugh - with George and his two sons Eb
and Bill Johnson - both died about 1907 - Joe Peterson was a cousin

During Tom's younger days he was a "bad Indian" said to have
killed 11 white men, Uncle Sem finally stepped in and threatened
to put him in prison if he didn't behave, So by 1900 when we first

knew him he was & slight built - snow white hair, probably in his
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90s - very pleasant - but of course no one wanted to rile him -
knowing hils past reputastion. His younger brother Charlie - also
white hair snd heavier built - small and obtained no notoriety
as & "bad Indiem" - he just tegged along with Tom and the others.
They were always welcome and had the freedom of our place - use
the blacksmith shop end shoe their horses - also shoed ours - did
a beautiful job., We always carried groceries - cenned, coffee,
flour etc and they peid cash - but always one thing at a time -
that way they kept count - canred tomatoes and peaches - both
favorites,

Hungry Bill was also e Penemint Valley-Death Valley part of
that small bsnd of Indiens - came once in a while to Darwin and
cemped up at the end of liain St - 49 kids - stay a while and gone,
Do a few odd jobs if any - home was on east side of Panamint lits,
garden etec,

8111 Bolsnd - from Keeler - worked in the old soda works -
took his neme from Tom Boland who with his wife Blenche had the
Keeler store and saloon 90s and 1900s. 3ill Boland was probably
a Saline Valley.

iddie Hanson - Indian George Hanson (Panamint) grand-daughter
born 1900 in Dsrwin - died Jan 3,1969.

:iike Hanson - George's son married Annie Gregory - George
and Memie's daughter- born 1876 - died 1929-30, First child Logan
born Darwin - Feb 5,1897, Addie 1900, Chrissie 1902 - died in
our 1918 flu evpidemic, Addie had 2 sons Leland June 14,1927 -
Suster was first aug 29,1923 - then Dugen Nov 5,1925 - then Leland,
Ivan March 6,1929 in Olanche - killed in car accident Caspar Wyo-
ming Oct 19,1975 - buried in Bishop Oct 25 - 46 years old. Sur-
vived by wife lary in Billings liontana, 3 sons Walter Hanson of

Billings - VWarren Pueblo of Bishop - Michael Hanson of Ridgecrest
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of Billings - one brother Puster Hanson Yerington and 2 grand
children as of 1975,

Logan Hanson - ilike's oldest - died lay 1954 about 57 yesrs,
Mike died Viarm Springs - Fanemint Valley -~ now celled Indian Ranch
Reservation Feb 23,1947,

George Gregory died July 20,1955 Darwin - over 80 years old.

Buster Hanson served two years in WW 2 - medical discharge -
frozen feet,

In eerly 40s iddie merried an Apache - Santos - they lived
in Darwin and Lone Pine. He died in late 40s or early 50s, &
pleasant man and good to Addie, A long way from his Vhite Mtns
home in Arizona,

Dugan was in Bakersfield, Vonburgs Camp,

Hungry Bill ranch was on east side of Panamints in Johnson
Canyon - an orchard and garden - long gone - once supposed to
furnish Panamint City with fruit and vegetables in 1870s - family

home for generations.
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From tape by Arlie Brierﬁ?gp%ﬁég 53548

1 never heard the Paiutes say or have a word for God, I
asked this Indian Lee Warlle and he said the only thing he could
think of was the man who made these pictures on the rocks ,
Kuh-put-tuh-gich. They got & name for the chief evil spirit,
Hel-nuh-no, Lee told me he saw him up in Coyote Valley one time.
He saild he could see right thru him,

Lee Warlie went to Indian school for a while and something
went wrong and he run awey and went and lived with some Indians
at Fish Springs.

They had e story they told to scare kids with, They said
a witch lived in that cone up there, Someone would build a fire
in it so the smoke would come out,

One o0ld Indian woman told my mother that on the march to
Fort Tejon when the Indians got tired the soldiers whipped them,
Pot-suh-gee-duh, White Mountain Peak, I think it means Hawk.

The first Indian I ever knew who could talk good English was
Lee Yandell,

How Coso got its Name,

Pete Yandell told me this, Long, long time ago, sSo long ago
nobody knows when, there was a contest every year between the
people and birds and animals and sun and moon and planets, The
contest was they made a little mound of earth and put a bell on
it and knocked it with a stick. There wasn't any prize for the
winner but the loser got dumped in a pit., Bear saw he was going
to lose once so he took to the tall timber and has been hiding
out ever since, Sun lost and got dumped in the p}t and that is
what burned all that country, They ggihhé@{%§¥ZEyﬁz%n there yet,
The mole helped Sun get out of that hole and lost his eyesight,

Coso 1s the name for country like that.



BURRELL C. DAWSON @

P. Q. EOX 794
Why the Paiutes got a Short Penis, #ONG PINE CA 33045

He told me this one too. One time & men came up from the
south with a bag on his back, a great big bag, He saeid all their
things come from the south, their language and everything else,

The man with the bag on his back wouldn't tell what was in it,

They were around a camp fire one night and a woman felt something
under her dress where it had no business being and so she grabbed
it., It wes this men's tah-wil (Paiute for penis). It was a great
long one and they hung onto it and chopped it into pieces., The
long pleces they threw a long way off but the short pieces wmm
wouldn't go very far but fell here and there and that is the reason

a Paiute has a short teh-wil,
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reedy for the battle to come the Indlans decided then go on and meet
the'soldiers end it was done from the lava beds they marched on towards
Division (?) Creek then decided that Division Creek beins covered with
willows end trees they should concesl themselves and smbush the soldiers
as they came on,-the Imdisns-settled-down-smeng-the-willews as they
were settling down to conceal themselves some of the Indians -szgzzz:g
calvary

were seen by accident. the sonlaler: after seeing the scouts knew the
battle was near at hand they dismounted from their horses and made
a decision that they should march towards the creek and battle the
Inéians after the snldiers dismounted they 1lined up in formation

to march egainst the Indians as they marched towards the Indians they
leid down-a-barrege nfter barrage $s-re-suvail as they ncared the

creek no be'ing

Inéisns she- Indian was to be seen os-they were well concecaled amongz the
shrubs, the Incians let the soldiers get in with arrow shooting
znonily: distance and shey with a yell snd wer whoop started from their

hiding plsces shooting at the solciers, the soldlers seeinz the were

outnumbered by the Indians turn and ran from the flylng arrows, the

daid
eprows éene no damage to the soldiers one of the soldlers bullets
one of the that being
seriously wounded-&rné Indians srd thet-was the only one

casualty in that short battle, the soldiers rsn for thelr horses
chasing
with the Indians-st33i- after them. after mounting thelr horses the
soldiers gelloped hard es they could for the camp. Indians never
gave up thelir chese ev n chasing on foot did hancicap them, the
e
Indians ceme within three miles frem the camo and gave up the ghaac
decide to go beck
after a ouick vow wow the Indians-wernt-bsek to Tabrose and peace
reignedonce more e short time safterwsrds another troudble storted
at Big Pine, agsin the soldiers were ceplled. this battle was a short
bettle no casuelty the Indians still med keot rriding the settlers

driving the horses awey snd killing taeir cattle while this reiding
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was in progress a battle started in Bishop aczain the soldiers and
werent 1t

' ¢
Indians a- few Indians were killed at this battle only t wo soldlers
kilied.' this battle was up in the hills so the Indlan had every
advantaze over the soldiers, but the bow and arrow could not do much
eP-ovepP
damege beyond @-eerbain- 50 yards for this resson the Indians always
picked a rocky plece to fight in.after the battle in Bishop the Indiens
moved into Round Vslley, when they arrived there it wss nearly sRew-$ime
time for the winter snow to f=ll any day after the Indians arrived at
they were there two days
Round Valley #4%-was-twe-dsys-stsy when the snow begen to fall, after the
snovw the Indiens could not get out of R Valley but tr ey manege to thrive
through' the winter. ecrly in the spring after the snow thswed out a
conference was held between settler end soldiers egain at this conference
1t was decided that a peace was to be made with the Indians. with peace
soldiers
in mind the soldiers again journeyed to Round Valley the-apmy ~ took
along thelr field kitchen and rations ies to be used to help make pes&ace
with the Indians after two deys of trevel the soldiers rexched
and then

their destinstion they made camp near the Ablom(?) rgnch, after a brief
rest a detail of B8 men field kitchen asnd & cook wcs sent on to Round
Valley @s representatives for the settlers and the soldieras to make
peace. the fidd kitchen and the cook to te used - it . .o v
(pece 1 of 2)

to feed the Inciens during the perce meking esting mentioned to a&n

Indian 1s a god send in these days. the ccok and the fleld kitchen
halted with in

sbepped three miles from the Indien cemp. the eight men detsiled

to make pesce went on to the Indian camp, 2s they segprosehed neared

hunt’'ng for
the camp they were seen by some Indisns who were resr-the rabbits ~n

the hills nesr the rock quarry, the elight men were folvowing a trail



revision \
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made by the Indians which ran close to the h#il hills., the 1Indlan
hunters after asking eaech other what they shouldé do decided to
ambush the soldlers from behind the rocks, after a short visit a,
scout was sent to get more Indians at the camp 3Fpndtens-were-sent-fep,
after the edditionel Indians arrived fhey settled behind the rocks. the
detail of 8nldiers unaware of d nger followed the trail until they
came to the danger srot ss-the-made-the-damnserp-spe$ whén the soldiers
camé near the rocky spot & shot reng out. one of the Ind'ans owned '
8 rifle which was stolen from settlers the shot came from this gun
this rifle the only cun in the whole tribe of Indians. as the shot
rang out a soldier fell wounded. he was hit in the side critically
wounded., his mates drug hi: guite a ways but could not drag him
any further then abandoned (?) him. the Inclans came out of their
h;ding place and gave chase The solciers knowing their lives were

behind
in danger &hey left their wounded iay and ran vack to their horses
and fleld kitchen it was nearing dark the Indians chased the soldiers
into a canyon surrounded the seven men by some miracle during the night
‘the soldiers slippec out of the cenyon. and evaded their surrounders,
this attempt took the Indisns by surprise after this happening the Indiens
all wondered how they ever escaped. arter the soldiers msde their
escape they went direptly to their horses, mounted, and left the co-k
and field kitchen behind without warning or s:ying a word to the cook.
the cook stood In amazement that right away he knew something was up.
he too got on his horse and left ss fest as he could go, the reason
the soldiers left the cook back w'thout warning him wrs that they had
a disagreement over some matters during thelr escape, the soldier

hnd already

that was critically wounded &nd left behind wes bedly died as
he was shot on his side, the Indiens buried him after strioping him

of his uniform, the rifle end revolver he carried was taken :

BURRELL C. DAWSON
P. 0. BOX 794
LONE PINE, CA 93545°
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by his fellow solciers when the decided to leave him lay where he
possessed
exheusted, the Indlan never pes-held 8 pun of eny kind they re%}ly wmn t
to strip the wounded soldier of his weapons but was beaten to this wish
by one of the soldiers. & possess!oﬁ of a gun wes a grest honor to
the Indien in those dsys. an incidert incident hanpened while the
seven soldiers were surrounded in the conyon, the soldjiers h:d plenty
rounds of ammunition. they shot every time they saw en Indian moving
behind a rock, the soldiers also behind rocks could not be hit by en
arrow. finally as hours went by one of the Indisns stuck his head out
1ittle too far over one of the rocks. one of the soldiers. see this
took a good aim, shot, and the Indian being hit »ight on the nose died

ar-é being
instantly ee- that wes the only casuslty of the Indian side at the

wes
Round Valley battle also one - Soldler killed. after the soldiers came

beck to Independence the Indlans decided to dtsband which they did &nd

went here and there to different psrts of the wslley once egain perce

" 111 feeling
re‘gned-grudpe forgotten.

BURRELL C. DAWSON
p. 0. BOX 794
LONE PINE, CA 93545
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Koso Alphabet and Phonetics

Adapted from Kroeber "Hendbook of the Indisns of Californis"
Vol II page 940,

a,b,e,d,e,f,g,h,1,k,m,n,o0,p,r,s,t,u,v,w,y,z,
a as in fether - ah
e @8 in what - uh

b as in boy

¢ used only with ch
d as in done BUR';_EOLILB%XD’;%E-ON’/?Ql
e as in met LONE PINE, CA 53515
f as in fool
g 8as in go
h as in hit
1 as in feet - ee
i as in fit - ih
k as 1n kick, but with something of German eh,
m as in memma
n as in none
e as in note
P as in puppy
r much as in Spanish
8 as in sole
t as in too, sometimes approaches k in sound
u as in rule -u
u as in foot - oo
BURRELL ¢, DAWSON
u two dots above 1t, an umleut - eu LONEP ‘;‘“\I"é%fa;m?’i‘i
v as in vim
w @8 in wonder
y as in yonder
z used only es zh



al
ay
ch
dh
ng
to
sh
zh
In

5

BURRELL C. DAWSON
P. 0. BOX 794
LONE PINE, CA 93545
like in I,eye

es in hey
as 1in church
like th in the, that, a soft Spanish 4,
es in singing does not occur, where found each letter belongs
a separate syllable,
as in shush
like z in azure

nasals spelling i1s arbitrary, sometimes spelled, sometimes not.

Single vowels tend to be clipped as in Spanish, not dipthonged as

in

English,

For a truer picture of pronunciation listen to the tspes,

——————————— - —— T ——

Paiute is much the same except --
ng -occurs as in singing

Z - 88 in zap

ts - as in German

dipthings do occur

au - as in ouch

A — %@W

v*ra-—— &M/—’VHMJ_J&’ '_m»vﬁwd/M%



1,
2.
3.
4,
Se
6.
7.
8.
9,

cow - baka bé&h-ksh

horse - kaveyu kuh-vAdh-yu

‘bird - tuichi tude-chee

cold - izhuina 1ih-zhdee-nuh
cool - izhikine ih-zh&e=kih-muh
warm - yuwalna jyu-wli-mh

hot - udhuina u-dhdée~mh

one - suwute su-wéo-tuh

two - wate wah-tuh

10, three - paita phi-tuh

11, four - watsuii - wuht-slee

12, five - maniki msh-née-kee

13, six - nafal nAh-fail

14, seven - tatsul +taht-suee

15, eight - wasuidha wAh-suée-dhuh

16, nine - wanikl] wah-nih-kee

17, ten = suwuno sU-woo-no

18, dog -~ 1ishevungu ih-she-v@n-gu

19, meat - kaernay ké&hr-nay

20, cat - katu kah-tu

21, there -~ - sava suh-vah

22, boy - tuiupa tuee-f-puh

23, girl - nawichivi nah-wee-chih-vih

24, tomorrow - ewa e-wih

25, yesterday - kundu kdn-du

26,
27,
28,
29,
30,

mother - niambie née-ghmibée-uh

father - ninepu nee-mth-pu
sister - nunsmi nf-nuh-mée
brother - nedawi ne~ddh-wee

grandmother - kagu kédh-gu

BURRELL C. DAWSON
P. 0. BOX 794
LONE PINE, CA 93545



31,
32,
33,
34,
35,
36,
37.
38,
39.
40,
41,
42,
43,
44,
8ee
45,
46,
47,
48,
49,
gee
50,
51,
52,
see
53,
o4,
55,
56,
57,
58,

grandfether - doo dé-o BURRELL C. DAWSON

sleep - epul e-phee Lo~2'9?~2°&’i§m
food - tekambay te-k8hm-bay

I em eating - m tekana m te-kdh-nah

he is eating - dangamaey tekana dehn-gbh-may te-kdh-nsh
she i3 eating - walp tekana waip te-kih-nah

you are eating - u tekana eu te-kdh-nah

we are eating - dam tekans duhm te-k@h-nah

they are eating - seram tekansa sér-uhm te-kdh-nsh

the dog is eating « ishevungu tekana ih-she-v&n-gu te-kth-meh
whet are you eating ? hina u tekana ? hé&e-mh eu te-kdh-nah
I ate - mu tekemeno mu te-kuh-méh-no

he ate - dangamu tekamano duhn-gth-ma te~kuh-mdh-no

she ate - nawichivi tekamano nah-wee-chih-vih te-kuh-m&h-no
#23.,

you ate - u tekamano eu te-kuh-mah-no

we ste - nmumu tekemano n&-m te-kuh-m&h-no

they ete - semar tekamano se-mhhr te-kuh-méAh-no

the dog ate - ishevungu tekamesno ih-she-vin-gu te-kuh-mah-no
what d1d4 you eat ? - hina u tekensa ? hée-muh eu te-kdh-nsh
#41,

I will eat - nu tekerui nu te-kahr~tee

he will eet - dengemu tekarui duhn-glh-mu te-kahrsfiee

she will eat - nawichivi tekarui nah-wee-chih-vih te-kahr=fee
#23

I walk - mu miarui nu meeuh-rdee

I talk - nu nagewaydha m neh-guh-wéy-dhuh

I work - nu wiskaeiudun: nu weeuh-k&i-u-du

I sleep - mu apuidui m uh-plee-dlee

I go - mu miaskaindui m meeuh-k&in-duee

mine - munimba mi-néem-buh

D



64,
65,
66,
67,
68,
69.
70,
71,
72,
73.
74,

cook - nu tewapalna nu tuh-wéh-pai-nuh
BURRELL C. DAWSON

., 0. BOX 7%
cut - nu maguta mu mah-g&o-tuh LQN: :m»;, ():(A ';smn

dance - mu nikena m nih-k8h-nuh

die - mu tiaydhai m teely-dhai

dreem - nu nuvushemi nu nu-vu-shéh-mee
find - nu uremu  mu u-rdh-m

hear - nu tinagana mu tee-neh-gih-mh
help - nu tuvuruana m tu-vi-roouh-mih
kill - nu tevsakana m te-vuh-kAh-nuh

leugh -m1 ayaina mu esy-ai-nuh

learn - m tuvashikwa nu tu-vah-sBihk<wah
leave - mu miatai m meeuh-t4i

like - mu musazhmeine m moo=-suh-zhmai-nuh
listen - mu tanakatsa nu tuh-ndh-kuht-sah
make - nu tawapai m tuh-wdh-pai

close - mu motawsa m mé-tuh-wah

£
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BURRELL C. DAWSON
P. 0. EOX 7¢4

Notes LONE PINE, CA 93548

pege 1, Mrs, Mechem and her family owned the mining camp of
llillspaugh in the canyon east of Cerricut Leke in Etcheron Vsalley,
This 1s in the Argus Range. She spent most of her life here and
in the cemp of Darwin, Mollie, George, Mike are Shoshoni.

page 2, Chappo Disz and Frank Bellas are full brothers but
they took their names from different families they worked for,
Henry is wrong. Koso Hot Springs was a permanent village,

page 4, Shoshoni camped at China Garden Spring and Indian
Gearden Spring,

pege 5, OSpear now lives in Calimesa, John Glen was Paiute.

pege 6, Louis Arculerius lives in Bishop, Summers and
Butler was a cow ranch outfit that ran cattle around Cole
Springs end Jun ction Ranch, Saline Valley Indians are Shoshoni,

page 10, Silas Ness is Shoshoni, Lives at Olancha,

page 16, Arlie Brierly lives in Independence. Lee Yasndell
and Lee Warlie are Paiute,

page 18, Hank Hunter was a Faiute, This account waes mk
obtaired by Truman Buff of Fort Independence Indian Reservation,
Hank Hunter told it in Peiute and Truman translated it as he
spoke and wrote it down in English., It was written on the back
of a ballot to repeal the 18th Amendment and is very faded. This
copy was brightened up by B.C.Dawson of Lone Pine.

page 20, somebody mede a typewritten copy of the Indian
War account given on psge 29, The first third of this history
is missing, lost over the years. Original recorded by Truman
Buff in 1935 from Hank Hunter., Hank Hunter was a small boy in
the 1860s when this war was fought, This is his remembrance of

what his grandfather told him, who took part in the wear.
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BURRELL C. DAWSON
. P. O. BOX 794
LONE PINE, CA 93548
This flght probably took place near Taboose Creek,
vage 24, This Koso Shoshoni aelphabet was devised for use
on e standerd English language typewriter,
page 26, This Koso diaslect 1s the Kihwiji spoken et Koso
H ot Springs. Obteined by B.C.Dawson of Lone Pine from two
sisters. They stopped communiceting because of pressure from
their aunts who object to tribal taboos being broken by giving
information to whites, In twenty years this dialect will be gone.
This is written in 1979. The first part of Tape VII has this

recording,
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hasket, baby

baskad,
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vrird, olack
pird, bHlue
bird, vlue jar
sird, bulbcher
oird, cormorant
pird, crow

rird, curiew
hlack

black fox
bla ¢k oak
Black Reck
blanket
blasming star seeds
blue bird
blus jay
vootile, water
bow
boy
bread
buckwheat (sulfur flowered)
bullrush
bunch grass
bunch grasg saeds
voush hawk, aisall
Loutcher bird
butterlly
bugzard
yoactus, beavertail

cactus, cholla

chapeza

totsawage
vahe

weha
oyava
pizho
cuha
tapechada

tomeyava.

nukedonnp
siva
nock

uhuha

monussi

wzho

wehatap



car
carryiny venket
catieil
cave
ceday flat
Shie (salvia)
chimmunk
cholla szactus
circle dance
clame, fresh wal
polay ouwl
clover
yeoifes berry (buckthorn)
cold, very

ookt houss

cottonuwood

coyote

coyaote, large
»Erans

crane, saadhill

creek

»ereosots bush

LuDpa mada
nesitono
cLaTwwa
atomd
cudami
toina
fzlani

pavenuha

Grvayaz

pcaida

ajeuh’

mrsatund

koaodobs



cricked
crow
vourleu
dance
dance, circle
dance, ring
~Aawn
degp valley
deer
dser brush
viadesert mariposa root
desert turtls
digging v»tick
doctor
dog
dovs
~dove hunter
—~dpragon fly
dress
drink
dnck
duck, canvas back

JAuck, fish

saxrth

28

thunuznti

¢hapapezz

nuga

Weganilks

vagenegea

| el e,
crpe

- Awam-A (M

kao

tehina

huhuvia

ishavuko

hewi (haivee)

topona
waga
pvya

waisga

kivena
kKini
hawavi
naca

tuvup



carthquake

eust

eat

ege

eight
~~alderberry
~enough

? evil spirits

eye .
fatﬁer
filaree
fisk

fish duck
rTish, esmall
Tive

~Tlowers in bloon

fiy (Mono Lako, Owens lLake)

four
fox,; black
fox, grey
garlic wsed
geese
sohost
girl

give me

give ms a drink of wuter

~aolden treut

gopher

4urap yitsignt
sivi

maduica

noya

wasuawi

chave
apa

watsingwa

tova
aguiya

egiga vaya

naya



gopher snoke

grondfathzsr on
grandfather on
grundmother on
grandmother on

grapes, wild

grasshopper
greasewood .

grey fox

grey sguirrel
grinding hole

ground cherriea

ground liog
ground nud

ground owl

grunt of self-satisfaction, conceit

bhail

kend ganme

han_a\ » Sierra

hat

hauvk

hawk, bullet (dark)

hawk, bullet (grey)

? havk, bush

hauwk, bush, middle siz»
hawk, smnall bush

kawk, grasshopper

hauk, mouse

kawk, night

Patber?’s side
nother's side
father's side

mother’s cida

scnate
cuau
munz

hutei

tonavi
yevaa

awvea

tokovichi
tupnsi
kewegui

gheha

noyagina
tosa

chita

kini toyavi
tohokind
tosevana
tovacal wia
chiyarns,
bayanena
wuchana

pacihayas



hauk, white tail
hawk, red tail
Lelldiver

honey

.hoop game

hopa sage

‘horne¥

korn toad

house

hmge,lmme

house, small
hurzningbird

1 am going
indenendence
Indian

Inyos {%zst nountoins)
Qgck anine
jackrabbit
Jerusalen cricket
Joshua tree

Joshua tree hlcom
Joshua iree center (édible)
July {harvest)
juniper

kangaroo rai
kangzrco rat, large
kungaroo rot, seall

killdeer

pahave
wichanove
conu

pina

novi
pava novi

toni

nia wo nu

nuna

sivi toiyavi

Canod

keaheno

pawapl
Piye
koachi
pathi

teg=todo



kingfisher
knife

loka

1and tunup
lava rock
1a$ us cat

ligorice, wild

1ily, blue (Vhlhs for food)

little boy "
1little caves
little meadows

1ittls siax

lizerd, black
lizard, grey
lizerd, lsopard
lizard, 1litile
ligard, mountain
lizard, soaly
{izerd, small

lizard, swift

mahagony
mellaxrd
nan

nan, woite

Hznocanay

ayava
tika wike
wsoheve
trouei
natsisi

Tudagi

heaus
tapocka, mogija

mogueta

sahonovi
guadawvcyo
$anup -
cudavaa
neae

nanz pind



manzanilla

-J

ngrtin

npeadow lark
nedicine nman
nesquite

regquite beans

rnieca

milloresd, narrow leaf
millcuced, showy

mink

mint

minnows

moccasing

nockingblrd

nole, meadow

moon

nexaing

momtain

nountain home

mountain mahagorry

mountain quail

nountain rice

monge hawk
mouse trap

md hen

nephey

koa

wigeunu

rohaga

conuD

oom'p

pechoctho

choneta

— A WAM-A

toiyavi

wagani

twop

tikeba

wye

coiza

pongapi

pachayaa

pongazi. nunazith
saya

DOy on

enahama



Jight hawk
nins

Lo

ok Tor bow
cbsidian
obsidian mourtain
ocsan

Clancha Pass

old man

old worzn

one
~onion, wild
Caion Valley
onion seed
oriolz

ol

oviiy ground

wl, little clay
owl, scresch
pacl rab
DALY
parching Loske!

parsizy, wild

upgeuliar weter” (2lksll)

people who live boyond

pereh (fish)

monoen 3
quandla
cace 00
oub:d

wcha

wiap
tacepl
teraki
payekew:ve

otagaul

chevechava
Wi

keteenl

moats naya

patitiet

&1apo



paatle

petroglynhs
pine

pine muis

sine auis in cone
pne mat mush
piton, singie leaf
pifs ral, big
pinz i, 1ittlc
pipe

plstfomn of poles
porcupine
porcupine 2-ass
Pot Hols Lexe
nrairie dog

pusgy willow
guail
Tobbit
rapblt bivsa

rabtit skin blanicel

V-
3
ct

“w
Iy

1 -
rge kangaroc

Tob, Littls piue

rat, small kangarco

R
I3
[
£
1)}
&%
(2]
[CF)
v\iL
&



rat, srade tekawa

rattlesnake todogea
Taven ranach dapiza
rzd headed bird waviechi
‘vice grass wal

Ting : gova
ring dance wagenezuta
Tiver ; pata
river weed ~ slubab
:mad' rUNNET hunipl
‘rovin sueko
rock - toond
_-gen 135 se=uyra
To5e, wild - toesweha
Zound Valley sugswitl
sack magzono
gaze Sziva
gage oDTash Florraler:)
sage brush s;\ed savaTahe
Sagey ¢ paseda
saga, 'hop conn
sall ongnavi
301t brush ton=vi
Faras ill crong Loadoto
acreech oWl Tayaneich
ceed udira
sz2ed, blaging sher cuha
=324 ‘bestery tonugn



seven

shadscale

ghire

shices

silver fox

Sierra ('Jest mombeins)
sistozr

sister, litbtle

six

skteleton

snske, rattie
snake, rsd racsy
gnzke, sidewinde”
snake, water
gnake plamt (mvdicine)
snow

s0¢KsS

south

spoonzill

soring (.eason)
spring water)

gquaw berries

tautsuwnt
tonova
nodoa
sogi
waha

pani tolyavi

tchapona
togowa

gohete
togouate nuphe

todegoa

pozewa

nevavi
torazena
pita
masigiva
tawano
vivapra

nuprya



squaw tes

squawtharn

squirzel

star

storaze place for nuts
stork

sulfur -ﬂowar (buckuheat)
sun

sunflower

sﬁﬁ‘lower {cotton batbing)
sunflowsr (rabbit brush)
sunflower (yarrow)
swollow

sweathouse

sweet potsto {wild)
teal

teeth

tespee

en

thatched house

thoim zpple (nrarcotic)
three

$iger 1ily

tWbaceo

tobacco, wild

tencst clover

tongue

trap

tres

tutup
focera
ankode
tazsmma
hokivn
¥oda
nakadonu
tivitu vadu
pohi
Sabeba
$2goba
wida
wajogopens
33
s0geha
ISvana
Lawa
tegoni
kiyano.
taul
tavanika
pahn

masaldo

vasoTi



-

-3

-3

tree chipmumk
trout, gclden

tula, flat len

b

.

Lule reots

two

tuwo-polnted mounbtasin
wicorn pland
ralley chipmmi
valley gusil
wé-;r vainé
watsr

water bottls
water grass
water snzke
weasel
weatherman
wesds

17est

wneat, wild

uheat grass

where are you foing? .

willows, black
willeus parrvos leof
wind

windy psek

winnouwiag basketb

chivavl
Loyva, geive
wand

~jadoza
ognipe
enipa
takita

visha

raya

ATl

pakepi

sumn

hu=ta ni ave
wweTane

nana nini

Lideuviahi

hadva kol

patsa
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P o
alute Vocabulsry @\)\

abalone shell pohegida TE

acorn we (way)

acorn soup wia TP

antelope quehgda S (kwayheada)

arrow havﬁga TE

baby medgtse T3

baby basket kéno T B

badger héna  § S

ball paana “

ball game wichemo T B k%’
basket, cone shaped wami T /3 \:i
basket, finely woven tima 7B d{:‘
basket, food carrying wano T8 ;{\ 3) QD\
basket, shovel 1like sggo TB {Q’ Say IS
bead money bohédu 7'-"-3 \Q \3 :0:
bear, black un{Ia 5 't o \Q‘x\
bear, brown pghavichi S \ '\33 ﬁ\
bee martin wovgpa T8 S é’ .
big sister huméa T /3 | { ,.:{
bird, blue tapechada T B | N j A\
bird, blue jay tomeygva T8 j s
bird, crow chapeza T B {” :{,;
black tcﬁ,sawage S : j\?
black fox wané 773 \1 5#
black oak wéha 75 k§ xsk \3
Black Rock eyé'va T /3 5§ Qj
blanket pfzho T3 Qg g X
blazing star seeds cﬂha 73 \ \J \\
boy nftsi T ;E PO
bread cumazg 7E : ' S‘

buckwheat, (sulfur flowered) nukadonup 5



bullrush

bunch grass
bunch grass seeds
butterfly
buzzard

cactus, cholla

camp

cane (walking stick)

cane rattle

car

carrying basket
cattail

cave

cedar flat
chipmink

cirecle dance
clams, fresh water
clover

cold, very
cook house
cottontail
cottonwood
coyote

coyote, large
crane, sandhill
creek

cricket

dance

dance, circle

dance, ring
dawn, early morning

sive TB

hcki T&

monitsi T B
Vd
weho TE

-
wehatap T 2

tupe mada

”
nasitono T2
chavuya
atamil
s/
cudusi 78

teiba

tekghi TR

pQQamuhu TE
tovayaa
weginika
quoata
posfda TE
éjeuh S
navatuni
tgiozu 7E
pacs%i 78
ishg S
ishekeda
koaodato
p;;a T8
thunuggti Th
nﬁéa TEe
WERE RSN

wagenega

s
weganika

awama

TE

Cgij



deep valley
deer

deer brush
desert turtle
digeging stick
doctor

dog

dove

dress

drink

duck

duck, canvas back
duck, teal
eagle

eagle feather
ear

earth

earth quake
east

eat

egg

elght

evil spirits
eye

father
filaree

fish

fish duck
five

fly (Mono Lake, Owens Lake)

food container

Se

kao
teh{na S
huhuvia
dna TR
chovemf T8
pohgga T B
ishaviiko T B
hewl (heiwee) 7T R
topdna T B
wage
p{ya 7 8
walage
kivana
Eini S
hawavl
naca S
tuviip 78
tuvup yitsigut
sgvi S
madika 7 &
n&ya T3
wasuwi S
soavuk
'pﬁsi S
nawa
atsa
péhgwi TR
pawugawl
manf.gi S

(paqui)

cuchéve 7 &
gra T8



4,

ngﬂ

four watsir{gwa RY

fox, black wahe

fox, grey yewaa

garlic weed aigu

geese negata

girl tsua

give me aguiya

glve me a drink of water egige vaya
gopher méya S

gopher snake sohete

grand father on faether's side
grand father on mother(s side

grandmother on father's side

greasewood tonavi
grey squirrel awea
grinding hole peaha
ground hog tokovichi
ground nut tupusi
ground owl kewequi

grunt of self satisfaction, conceit

hand game noyagina
hare, Sierra | tosa

hat chita

hawk kini toyavi
hawk, bullet (dark) tohokini
hawk, bullet (grey) tosavana
hawk, bush tovachi wia
havk, small bush Payanena
hawk, grasshopper wuchama
hawk, mouse pachayas

honey pehave

cunu
muha

hutsi

ehehsg



hoop game

hop sage

hornet

house

house, large

house, small

I am golng

Indien

Inyos (East Mountains)

S.

wichanove
conu
pina
nbvi S
pava novi
toni
mia we m
numa

sivi tolyavi

Jackrabbilt ¢ amo
Jerusalem cricket keahono
juniper pawapi
kangaroo rat piye
kangaroo rat, large koachi
kangaroo rat, small pathi
killdeer tegedodo
kingfisher pawemiha
knife wihi
lake pawona
land tuvup
lava rock ayava
let us eat tika wika
licorice, wild weoheve
1ily, blue (bulbs for food) tupusi
little boy natsisi
little caves tubagi
little star honus

lizard
lizard, black
Lone Pine

magpie

tapocha, mogija
mogqueta
pahonovi

quadawoyo



mehagony
mallard

man
man,ggﬁég%
menzanilla
meadow lgrk
medicine man
mesquite

mink

minnows
moccasins
moon

mountain
mountain home
mountain mahagony
mountain quail
mountain rice
mountain sheep
mouse

mouse trap
mud hen
mustard

nephew

night hawk
nine

no

north

oak

oak for bow
obsidian

obsidian mountain

6.

tunup
cudavaa
néwa S

nana nini

koa

wigegum

pohaga
conup
pachocho
choneta
tapa tsa
nfa S
toiyévi Y
wagani
tunop
tiketa
wye
cSipa S
pongagi
pongagi punazith
saya
poyea
enahaqua
monopewsa
quaniki S
cadbd 0o S
qugwi S
weha
wiap
tacapi
topaki



ocean
Olenche Pass

0ld man

old woman

one

onion, wild

Onion Valley
onion seed

mxmt oriole

owl

owl, ground

owl, little clay
owl, screech

pack rat

pants

parching bgsket
"peculiar water" (alkali)
people

perch (fish)
pestle
petroglyphs

pine

pine nuts

pine nuts in cone
pinon, single leaf
pine rat, big
pipe

platform of poles
porcupine
porcupine grass

Pot Hole Lake

7.
payekewive
otagawl
sugushi
hupuchi
sumd  §
padise
teata
padise
chevechava
muhu
kewequi
teJjamuhu
wayazetch
kawa
kusa
tewoa
moata paya
nume
anapo
pahake
nawoseta
wagovi
tl/.wa )
okia
tuba
kowyu
pich.{u:rru S
pohiquea
cami
huki
kini patsi ata



prairie dog
pussy willow
quail

rabblt

rabbit brush
rabbit skin blanket
rain

rainbow trout
rat

rat, little pine
rat, trade
rattlesnake
raven

red headed bird
rice grass

ring

ring dance
river

river weed

road runner
robin

rock

rosebuds

rose, wild
Round Valley
sack

sage

sage brush

sage brush seed
sage, chia

salt

8.

pewagepa
weakl
taneka
kamu
segoba
kanmuwea
pewa
aka pangwi
yaha
wodagegl
tekawa
todogoa
panach dapizs
wewechi
wal
gowe
wageneguta
pata
siutab
hunipi
sueko
tgbpi S
seabuya
teaweha
sugawiti
magoho
saiwa
sowaba
sawavuha
paseda

ongngvi S

56



9.

salt brush tonavi

sandhill creane koadoto

seed utine

seed beaters tonmugu

September (pinons ripe) yavani

seven ta/utsuwi S

shadscale tonova

shirt nedoa

shoes sogi

silver fox waha

Sierra (west mountains) pami toiyavi

six ngfui S

skeleton akaesava

skunk ponina S

small tSochi £

slip tohapona

snake togowa

snake, king togowate nuphe

snake, water pozewa

sSnow nevavi S

socks topazona

south pita S
spoonbill mosigiva
spring (season) tawano
spring (water) wivapa
squaw berries hupuye
squaw tea tutup
squawthorn hopewa
squirrel ankwa
star tazeﬁapa S

storage place for nuts hokiva
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stork _ koda

sun tivitu wadu $
sunflower pShi S
sunflower (cotton batting) tabebe
sunflower (yarrow) wuida
swallow wajogopena
sweathouse musa
sweet potato (wild) cogeha
teeth thwa N}
teepee tegoni

ten

thatched house tani

three pahli L)
tiger 1ily masaido
tobacco pgﬁu S
tomcat clover posida
tongue ggo S

tree pasovi

tree chipmunk woachl

tule, flat leaf chiwavi
tule roots toyva, seive S
two wah.{ S
two-pointed mountain wadoza
unicorn plant ognipe
valley chipmunk kenipa
valley quall takita

war paint pisha

water paya S

water grass howobd
weasel tecega

weatherman tuwa



weeds chiva
west pami 3
wheat, wild pakapl

wheat grass sum
where are you going ? hueta mi awe
whippoorwill toavago
white man nana nini
wild cat tukuvichi
willows, black pasita
willows, narrow leaf seheuba
wind hingwgdu S
windy peak huniva kai
winnowing basket patse
winter towano
wire rush sinava
wolf ﬁnup \Y
wolverine yYahatekaa
woman hupi S
woodpecker asevans
yarrow wiuda
yerba manss chawanibs
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Notes from Philip Buff mede 1in 1978. Phi)ip Buff 1s a Black
Rock Psiute, brother of Trumen Buff., PYhilip is blind. He 1lives
at the Fish Rest Home, 1459 Elmwood St., Stocktom Callf, Mr, Fish
is a Creek.

As a small boy I lived with my Grandmother Maggie and my fsther
Cleveland Buff. It was Trumen who lived with my other grandmother,
This wes at the Fort,

Clevelend worked on the ranches eround the Fort, the Shabbell,
Vroman and Walters -ranches, I worked on them too as a boy. My
uncle John Symmes raised lots of corn end I helped him,

Before the war I was & wanderer, working around. Imn 1943 I
joined the Army, I wes in five years; In the 32nd Division I think
it was, It was called the Arrow Division and lester overseas the
Thunderbird. It weas an Indian outfit, We were on the Anzio besach
fight.

After my mother dlied we moved to the Indian Camp at Georges
Creek, There we had the cry dence, Just before they took her to
the cemetery they had Truman and me jump over the coffin, I don't
know why we did thet but I would guess 1t wes to confuse the spirits,
My grendmothers are buried in the Indien cemetery north of Oak Creek,

Herbert Bellas, son of Frank Bellas burned to death in & hos-
pital bed at Lone Pine from trying to light a cigarette. They were
Kuhwiji Shoshoni.

Two Stiek Sally lived across the street south of Trumans.

I used to chop wood for her, I liked that lady. She always hsd s

little potato soup or something for me when I wes a little fellow,
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She was my grandfethers slster, She lived in & grass snd willow
wikiup., She was warm in there, She built a fire right on the ground
and cooked there,

When we were boys at the Fort in the winter when we were out-
side and got cold someone would build a fire. We would tell them
to build & big fire, a white man's fire and not & 1little Indian
fire,

I used to help my grandmother Maggie meke pihavi (sugar mede
from Phragmites communis). We would cut the cane with a hand sickle
and lay the cane on the grass to dry. When they were dry we put
them on a cenvas and beat them out. They were fairly dry to begin
as we cut them in the fall when they were drying out., There are
little sugar bugs and gizgzsor leaves mixed in with the sugar after
we beat the cane with sticks.

I used to help the o0ld ladies gather acorns, not the bitter
kind that grows farther up the mountain but the sort that grows
there at the Fort, They shelled them and then pounded them up in
those two big rocks near the mill., My grandmother used omne rock.
then she took 1t over to the ereek and maede a little pord in a sandy
place and lined it with sacks, They put the acorn meel in there
until the bitterness was gone. Then they were resdy to cook,

They liked the long narrow acorns better then the short round ones.

We used to get a bug something like a grasshopper down aslong
the acqueduct in the dry selt grass. They stick to the salt grass
and meke s lot of noise, We would pick them off and dry them.
These bugs were reddish in color., We pulled the legs off,

We also ate pilaghs when we could get it, I liked it. It makes
good soup, They make it out of dried piagha.
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I hed a bunch of distent relations I called unecles, George
Shepherd, Pete Thomes, John Shepherd, They all oome out of Georges
Creek,

I went to school at Shermen for six yesars, After finishing
the seventh grade in the day school at the Fort they sent us to
Sherman. I liked Shermen., It was the best part of my life., All
tribes were friendly, I played slide trombone in the band, My
father bought a8 slide trombone when I was in the seventh grade and
when he gave it up he gave the horn to me, I took 1t to Sherman
with me, I didn't know & thing about pleying it. The bandmester
put me right on it and I finally c¢sught on &nd did alright. We
also had en Indien band et the Fort, We played white music at the
celebrations, Ve had a white guy Montgomery as our director. When
Governer Stevenson dedicated something at the Randsburg Mine we
plsyed there., Some white boys played with us.

I went to the last fandango ever held in the Owens Valley,

It was held in the sand hills on the west side of the river between
Laws and Bishop. It was caelled Send Hill or Church Hill. The
Indiens had & ehurch there, Across the canel they built their
willow fence for daneing. They stopped having fandangos because

of too much civilizetion end drinking going on.,

When I was a real small boy 1L saw them playing the spear and
hoop game (chunkey?). The hoop was made of willow about six inches
ecross.

‘ My pleymate pal and I packed in sticks when they built a

sweathouse, We were always helping the men when they made stuff,
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The last one they built wes in the sage brush ebove the Fort, It
had two plllers in the center to hold of the rafters, They dig a
pit and roof it. They used mud for part of the roof, The smoke
hole was over the door., In cold westher the house men would go there
early eand build & fire to warm the place up. People would play
cards in there. A whole gang of us kids would go in with the fire
men and lay eround, It got hot in there and we would sweat. Then
they would meke us go jump in the creek., The door to the sweat house
was slways on the east side, why I don't know,

I got married to Hilde Meredith et Bishop, We had three boys,
Donald ,Raymond Buff, the oldest, Roland Roy Buff, then Richsard Buff,
the youngest, His wife killed him in Reno. They had been drinking.

Just before I got married I went to Taboose Creek to visit my
grandfather, While I was there I saw my o0ld boyhood friend Arthur
Patent., He had a 1little house on George Ramshaw's place, That
was the last time 1 sew him alive., He claimed to be a medecine
man and he used to echant, His father Alex was also a doctor and
he was killed st the Sand Hills fandango.

My grandmother came from Black Rock and she was called Black
Rock Maggle,

People said that old John Lopez, the crippled fellow that hung
eround the Fort was one of the guys that killed Alex Patent. They
sey he mumbled thet on his death bed,

Gildersleeve got thrown out of a boxcar bumming a ride from

Hawthorne to Schurz,
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When pihavi gets a little demp it herdens up like rock candy,

After beating the cane the pleces of leaves are gottem out by
winnowing,

George Symmes had some property up on Symmes Creek and sold it
to the City ef Los Angeles.,

My grandmother Maggle's last husband wes & cow puncher named
Moreno (Marine?). He punched cattle for Meredithvandror Shabbell,

Barlow of Big Pine had part in the killing of Alex Patent.

He got drunk and taslked about it,

McKinley Stewart, also of Big Pine reservation, went on e
drinking spree one time with Trumen Buff and admitted helping kill

Alex,
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Miscellaneous Notes from Trumen Buff 1979

My middle neme is Lowell, My brother Philip's middle
name 1s Grorge, Named after George Symmes,

Goose Leke, southeast of Black Rock fish hatchery, was
around twenty feet deep, Sand bottom, It is now dry since
the DWP. 1In the old deys it was never dry, even in droughth
years, We used to go fishing and duck hunting there., There
were more lakes near there, They are dry now too,

After we harvested pihevi in the fall we would burn off
whet was left to meke room for next years crop. We would
light the fields at the Blasck Rock Fish Hatchery and they
would burn to Owens Lake, In the fell the swamps would be
dry enough to burn,

My grandmother told me and I have seen this for myself
thet in the spring Owens River would overflow its banks and
would be as much as three miles wide,

The tules my daughter gets for their muze (religious
sweet house) they get down along the river in swampy places,
These tules are not eattails or pihavi. The Indians used
these tules for food, Pull them up and eat the bottom of
the stalks, (Probebly a species of bulrush - Scirpus).

In the muzas they only burn ecottonwood or black willow,
It has some religious significence, what I don't know, This
Indisn doctor (shamen) is from Arbuckle, Calif, I don't
know what tribe he is, (This was formerly Patwin territory).

They only use Bull Durham tobacco in the muza or in

case they don't have Bull Durham they use wild tobacco.,
They built the muze in my beck yard to the doctor's specifi-

cetions, No pit was dug. It 1s built flaet on the ground.
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A eircle of willow poles is made and they are tied together
with birch, Only bireh can be used, No roof., The door 1is
on the east side,

Hank Hunter told me that in the 0ld days they tied the
dead people up in the foetal position end buried them sitting
up facing east, Phyllis Hunter has the book Hank and I made
of the o0ld times,

My wife's sister is the one thet wrote the book "Indlans
of Coo-yu-ee Pah (Pyramid Lake)%, author Nellie Shew Harnar,
1974, Western Printing and Publishing Co,, Box 601, Sperks,
Nevade 89431, (She has had a serious stroke 8-16-79),

Her father told me the Indiens at Pyramid Lake hed s
blg cave they would stey in when they were making wer on
the wagon trsins,

The Fish and Geme gave my daughter last week around
40 of these little deer they have along the e¢oast. The
Fish and Geme killed them around Sen Iuis Obispo where they
were bothering the farmers, She started up at Coleville
giving them away to Indians and gave them away all along

down to Lone Pine,
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Shoshoni words recalled by Myrtle Tate Myles in October
1979, essisted by her sister Mrs, Clarice Uhlmeyer of Lone
Pine, Californis., This dislect of Shoshonl was spoken in
Big Smoky Valley, Nye end Lender Counties, Nevada, Mrs, Myles
is 93 years old, The perents of these two ladles, Thomas
and Esther Tate, ren & stage station in the 1890's in Big
Smoky Valley.

Koso

These words ere written 1n the Kuhwiji -Shesheni- alphabet,
1, woman -- naisbi nei'-uh-bee
2, horse -- Dbango buhn'-go
5., eow -~ kucho ku'-cho
4, water -- paw
5, drink of water -- ©pawibashuen pew'!-ee-buh-shu'-en
6., I don't understand -~ kaynengashembana

kay'-nuhn-gah-shem-bah'=-nuh
7. no good -~ awzait aw'-zalt
8, where are you going ? -- hekatamis hahk'-uh-tuh-mee'-uh
9. great grandmother or old women -- hupastichi

hu-puh-tih'-chee
10, silver or money -~ naspias nsh-pee-ahs'
11, dance or fandango -- negekin ne-guh-kihn'
12, hurry up -~ gutsa gu'-tah
13, Jome—hews —- sPume —uSmail
14, food -~ tikap tih'=kuhp
15, squaw -- sikaewew seek'-uh-waw

16, come here -- kima kee'-mih
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This vocabulary wes recorded at my request Mareh 1980 by
Mr, Angel Lara, Resident Director end also menager of the campus
of the University of Oklehoma st Haciende E1 C&bano, situsted S
miles from Colime, Colima, Mexico. The informant is & shy, bash-
ful Indien of supposed Nahuatl stock named Apolinasr Marcos, He
lives In the state of Guerrero sabout 50 miles east of Acepulco,
He was temporarily et the village of El Cébano working in the sugar
cane harvest as & cane cutter, The recording wes made during a
fiesta at the conclusion of & short course by Milford Zornes of
Mt. Carmel, Utah, srtist end art instructor,
l, one, uno =-- set short e
2, two, dos -- péﬁet
3. three,tres -- yel
4, moon, luna -- méthlic
5. how are you, como estas -~ kenitek&stinome
6, I'm fine, Thenk you, Estoy bien, graciss -- escléuwi
7. where do you live, donde vives -- cfrlomuchang
8. I live in E1 Cgbenq, vivo en El Céﬁano - clécomochang Cébano
9, my neme is Apoliner, me llamo Apolinsr -- notocg péling
10, hesd, cabeza -~ téocom
l1l, s&rm, brazo -- méwa
12, 1leg, pierna -- musewéhg
13, hand, mano -- mgWang

/
l4, finger, dedo -~ mapilwang
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heir, pelo‘ - mﬁtso

eye, 0JO0 == mistéwan

mouth, boca =-- mucamat

nose, nariz -- meligg£soz z &s in zip

chest, pecho -- miy;¥spam

stomach, estomago -- pélsa

knee, rodilla -- mustatépum

water, sgue =-- ats

white, blanco -- 1st£c

shirt, cemiss -- lacéntlic second a as in and

moon, luna -~ tonéthli

sun, sol -~ tongthli

star, estrella -- métsthli

chicken, galline - p{yu

dog, perro =-- ch{chi i es in hit

tortills -- lascéle

bean, frijol -~ yet

ecorn, maiz -= saible

boy, muchacho -- sapétshli a as in and, hl is one letter
son, hijo -= diconé
tree, arbol -- gtle
sun, S0l -- etayéa

Mr, Apolinar Marcos speesks no English so the vocsbulery is

Spanish - Nehuatl, The English is given first for those who know
no Spanish,

Spanish promunciation is used for the Nahuetl with the

addition of w, Execeptions are noted, Thl and hl are surds as

in Polish and Muskoki.,

I have no explanation for 4, 25, 26, 36,
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May 4,1980 An account by Ben B. Baker of Lone Pine who
has been a resident pf Owens Valley for 45 years,

John Symmes used to come in to our drugstore in Independence,
He was a happy man, Always had a smile on his face, In later
years he would come into our drugstore in Lone Pine, set down
at a booth, eat some ice cresm and reminisce about o0ld times,
about how swempy Lone Pine was then and what a lush growth there
was, grass so tall you could hardly see the horses. The Indilans
went up on the Alabame Hills where there was a breeze to sleep
because there were so many mosquitos and bugs,

John said the Indiens used nets to catech ducks, John was
chief of the Fort Independence band of Palutes,

I was well acquainted with Andrew Glen who lived at the
mouth of Tuttle Creek, Sometimes I helped him irrigete. He
only hed one leg, I understand he lost one as a bout with a
bootlegger,

He had & half-brother Fred Glen who lived et Independence.
We had a drugstore at both towns and Fred would come in to bum
a8 ride back home. Fred had & wife Florence Gregory who was a
friend of our femlly and took care of our lsundery., She did all
our laundry for $5.,00 a week, There was only omne trouble,
you had to hgve lots of laundry because you never knew when you
would get it back, When I first came to Independence (e 1935)
It was $5,00 a week which she said was enough, When Margaret
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and I got married end had a son there was lots more laundry but
she would only take $5.00 a week, It was beautifully done when
you did get 1t, This went on for years aend then one day she
refused to do it any more., We couldn't figure out why, Later
we heard she had seid that her work wasn't good enough for Mr,
Beker, We figured out what was wrong., I had been to Mexico
at a time in WW II when there was no white linen for sale in the
U.S. I had bought some white shirts in Mexico and in order to
avoid paying duty on them I had them laundered down there,
These shirts with & leundry mark on them broke Florence's
heart and for a couple years she wouldn't even come in the store,
Finally Florence heard from & friend that the trip to Mexico
wes where the laundry merk came from so she ceme in the store,
threw her arms asround Margaret and said "Now I know who my friends
are." From then on she was a member of the femily again.,
She would come to our home and stay a while, She would take
over the television and stsy as long as she liked., Ve ate at
the restaurant, Florence too, end I paid the bill,
When she became terminally 111 at the hospital and about
to die she asked the hospital to come to our place., They told
her no, she was too sick to go any place. Florence told them
to ask Mrs, Baker, She wes moved to our house and died there.
She said she wanted to be with friends,
Florence had been married 4 or 5 times, People who knew
her said she was a very beautiful girl. That is probably true

as she was a nice looking woman.
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She hed a little plece out at Fort Indeoendence with
running weter, She would build a fire to heat the water and do
the laundry there,

She was close to 70 when she died.

I knew Harry Miller very well, He was a fine man, One
of his boys was in Spain in the war, married s Spenlish girl snd
lives there, Harry died recently. His wife wes white,

Truman Buff was a real good baesebsll player., He was a
better than average hitter, He would stard up to the plate like
he was helf asleep but to try to put & fast ball by him waes a
mistake, He had to hit them & long ways because he couldn't
run very fast, He played on the Independence town team for
years,

The Dondero brothers who played on the Lee Vining team
were very good bell players, They were friends of Harry Miller,

My wife Margaret was at the house sick for three days once
when Florence came, She asked me if I cered if she said a
prayer for Margaret. I t0ld her to go shead, She said "You
got 8 god and we got a god. I want to say a prayer to our god,"
I was at the store when she did. Our 7 yesr o0ld son came home
end heard this commotion and went and got a cleaver to protect
his mother and then found she was not being harmed, It was s

long praver., The next day Margeret was well,
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I was out hunting one time with one of Harry Miller's boys
and when lunch time ceme he threw a little plece of food in the
four directions., When we left he put e cigarette in the fork
of a pinyon tree, I asked him how come and he said that was for
Big Foot. I don't know i1f he was kidding.

He told me that in the 0ld days the various trees in the
pinyon groves were owned by various people, If someone took
nuts from someone else's tree the one who owned the tree would

put snake venom under the berk of a tree of the thief
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Bamry Fell

vol 8 Islamic Inscriptions of North America

Virgo «——- Leo ¢ . Cancer & Geminl ¢ . Taurus o Aries\ @
Sun

(Chelu , Scorplo — > Sagittarius- Capricornus» Aquarius —> Pisces —7

@)f)@ @@) %\L%

Figure 1, Identification of zodiac signs, and translj+eration of the kufl text
of Zodiac inscription # 1, ° Southern California , originally re-

torded by camera and line drawings, but without identification as to
subject, by Steward, Helzer and Baumhoff, Translation on next page.

© The Epigraphic Society

1979
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For the past couple yeasrs ilargaret
and I have been recording unrecorded petroglyphs and pictographs
before they sre lost thru theft, vendalism etc,

Five miles across the state line in Nevada we found'
a canyon cut in a soft rock, tuff, that hed many intaglio
petroglyphs, all badly eroded except the one on the bottom

of the sheet,

The one on the top was copled becsuse of the unususl
spelling GEROLD. Names of whites asnd dstes are inscribed
in this tufr,

The date 1806 wes on a block that had fallen from the
canyon wall. Ten feet away and facing the deste was the

inscription that looks to be in the Cyrillic alphsbet,

The date and the Cyrillic may or-msy not be connedted.
//Qf. (_M//C’Qﬁ(aiﬂ‘/\
7-23-81

If this is Cyrillic it is a modified form of it. Vowels
seem to be lacking or they may be those characters I find
that are not in e Russian dictionary. In this town of
2,000 and county of 17,000 (with area the size of Vermont)
further research facilities on this seem to be missing,

Y ol C Dz s

BURRELL C. DAWSON
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LONE PINE, CA 93545
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The Life History of thilip G. Buff

by
Philip G, Buff
as told to

Burrell C. Dawson

I wes born August 31,1909, probably at an Indian camp
nesr Fort Independence, Inyo County, California. I am a
full-blood Paiute, My folks nemed me George but they changed
my neme when my mother died, It was our custom, I was two
or three years old,

I don't 'remember much about my mother, I remember
her being bed ridden in an Indian camp just west of Lone
Fine near what is now Portugee Joe campground. She called
me and some of my little playmates over and gave us each
a piece of coconut cake bought at the store,

The next remembrsnce is of living in an Indian camp
north of the Alabamas Hills, probasbly on Hogback Creek,
Vhen my mother died they had the cry-dance there., It wsas
at night. Iy ded end my uncle took me and my brother Truman

by the arms snd had us Jump over the coffin. ¥Vhen they took
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her swsy to the greveyerd they hed another Indisn custom.
They took me and Trumesn end some of our little cousins and
shut us up in 8 tent so we could not look towards the
graveysrd.

Then they took me to live with my grsndmother on my
father's side. I can't remember much of these esrly days.,
VWhen my grandmother went to town to work for people she took
me along. I would play with the little white boys. There
was Yandells, Keirs', Shueys. Ve would play basebsll on
the diemond they hed in towr.

I remember the first dey I went to school et the Indien
dey school at the reservation st Fort Independence., I had
a pocket full of biscuits and dropped crumbs all over the
floor. I really don't remember much of these esrly days.

I finished the seventh grede here at the dasy school
and from here they sent us either torStewart Indisn School
at Carson City, Neveda or Shermen Indian School at Riverside,
California. I chose to go to Riverside.

A11 this time I lived with my ersndmother. I didn't
live 'with my brother Truman. He lived with our grandmother
Emma on our father's side. The grandmother I lived with
was Hagele, llageie Marino wes her name at thst time. The
Shabbell boys celled her Elack Rock lisgeie because she was

from the black rocks north of here,

e
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ily grandmother wes born end raised et the Indien
settlement et Black Rock, This was neer the intersection
of Highway 395 and Taboose Creek,

The first place me and my grandmother lived wes nesr
the 0ld mill on the west edge of the reservation, Then we
lived east of there just north of the 0ld highway. Ve lived
there when I went to school at Riverside and when my step-
grandfether died, That was Cherlie Marino., That was my
grandmother's second husband. We lived in & one room house.
e 8til1l had Indian police at thet time, That was when the
Spanish influenze hit, Ve were not sllowed to go visiting
around, Ve had to stay in the house except to get wood for
the fire or water,

ily grandmother and my father were both down sick. My
step~-grendfather had died before this., I wes sick too but
not es bad ss them. So I cooked, chopped the wood, got the
water and took care of then,

Everybody lived in one room houses, They were built
out of whatever lumber people could get. Just a place to
sleep and to cook, Charlie Marino used to herd and cattle
drive for the Shebbells and the liairs up to the high moun-
telns and get money for s little lumber thet way., He would
stay there with the cattle until fall end then drive them
beck to the velley, Vhen he wasn't doing that he would get
ahold of a piece of ground from the Shsbbell brothers a
little north of here and nlant a whole field of beans, pink

beans, siexican beans we called them,

2,
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“hen it come harvest time Charlie would hire s couple
ladies and they and grendmother and me would go out with
baskets and canvas and thresh them. Ve would ley the canvas
down and pile the bushes on them and then hit them with long
sticks, This would knock the beans out. Then the ladles
would take their baskets and winnow them to clean the trash
out,

For corn we hed one of those hand crank corn shellers.
I used to operate thsat,

At Riverside school I played in the band and in the
orchestra., Trumen and some cousins from the reservetion
et Big Pine went there before I did. I first went in 1923,
I was there six yeers. I played slide trombone in the band
and violin in the orchestrs.

I suppose we got our musical ebility, me and Truman,
from our father and uncle, VWhen we were little they had an
@ll Indien band here at the Fort, They used to practice
8 couple times & week at the schoolhouse, My father had e

little house built slongside ours and had seversl instru-

ments there where he lived, Vhen he was gone we would snesk

in through the window and play them. Of course we didn't
know how to play but we liked it.

Vhen our fether snd uncle sew we were interested in
music they sterted teaching us, Our bend leader was the
Indian policemen at the Fort. He played the cornet snd wss

good st it, He was also a drummer. He used to march us

around that schoolhouse beesting that drum for us. Then when

I went to Sherman I already knew something about music and

qr
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it didn't take long for me to be one of the top trombone
pPlayers there,

I don't remember ever seeing a fendango here at the
Fort but I do know we had what they called rabbit fessts.
The men would go out and kill lots of jackrsbbits end dress
them and the women would bring pies and caskes and cook them.
Everybody would come to the gathering ground we had just
west of the reservetion. There was a table there with all
the dressed rebbits on it snd when the women would come with
their stuff and set it on the teble they would get & rsbbit
in return, I remember one when I was about seven.

The men all had shotguns, the o0ld fashion ones with
the trigeers outside, John Westerville even had s single
barrel 10-gauge, s powerful weapon., He was a heavy set man
and needed to be to handle that gun, The word for rebbit is
ka'-ma (a as in whet), I don't remember the word for rabbit
feast,

Vhen I was four end five yeers old we gethered in the
sweat house in the winter time and that was the time they
told the legends, They didn't tell them in the summer.

The legends were long. It would taske two or three nights
to complete one legend, Songs went with the stories. They
told the story for e while end then they would sing., They
stopped using the sweet house about the time of the Sparish
influenza epidemic., That killed lots of Indians here.

In the summer time along sbout one or two o'clock the

people would start towards the gathering ground. After the
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epidemic they stopred doing thet because there weren't many
people left.

The gathering ground was at the west edge of the reser-
vation north of the north fork of Oak Creeck, There was 8
tree grew up there, The sweat house was north of there in

the rocks end sage brush,

There used to be another one down below there but it
was torn down end the one built north end west of the north
fork. That was the 1lsst one built,

The other one was torn down becsuse the Indiens at
that time believed in ghosts and they thought it was haunted
by the ghosts of dead people.

The tree st the gsthering ground wes & Black Willow.

It gave good shade for the old timers to play cards under.
Indians came there socially from Lone Pine, lanzenar and

up north, There was bieg doings there Thankgiving and
Christmas, W%We also had big dinners under & tree across the
lane right here, There used to be lots of snow., I remember
going to the Christmas tree at the schoolhouse through the
Snow,

The switch from the Paiute language to English started
when they started sending us to school. They wanted us to
telk nothing but English, If they caught us telking raiute
they would punish us,

after school we would talk Faiute and play the games
our grandfathers taught us, We played the handgeme with

those 1ittle sticks about two or three inches long, one with
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a8 bleck string tied earound it. Ior tally sticks we cut
willow sticks gbout twelve inches long.

The o0ld ladies hed s geme with split sticks they colored
red snd some blue on the flet side. They tossed them in the
air snd then counted offspaces with short sticks in spaces
between long sticks, The colored sticks were sbout eighteen
inches long. When I was in rompers I used to see my grand

mother play it. It was a ladies gsme,

Faiish (pei'-ish ei es in I, i as in hit) wes the nsme
of 8 game played by the men, It was played on a cleered
srea over near the swest house, A man would roll a wheel
or hoop mede of wood slong the ground snd snother msn would
throw long sticks at it. I don't know how they kept score.
(This would be one of the western verieties of chunkey or
the hoop-and-pole game. )

When I got out of Sherman I came home end went to work
on a construction job for the State Highway. It was blsck
topping the road. When we got to Fish Springs the job was
over,

Next I went to work on the job putting in the sever
line at Independence, connecting all the buildings to it.
¥e put the line undernesth the aqueduct where we crossed
it.

fext we got & job building thsat big wsrehouse for the
City of Los Angeles, Dept of Water and rower, st Independence,
We had the same boss we hed on the sewer job.

I wes married srd had been living in Eishop but we moved
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down here to the Fort snd rented & little cottsge from my
uncle John Symmes. Wwhen the wsrehouse job was done we moved
back to Bishop in a 1little house we rented from Los Angeles
and I started working around town,

After a while I got a job on the extra gang working on
the State ‘Highway from Bishop to Benton, That winter we
worked on dynamiting the snow drifts above Benton towards
Montgomery Pass, The bulldozers and snow plows can't cut
the drifts when they pack deep and freeze, That was the only
way we could keep the highway open,

I got married in the latter psrt of 1929, My wife's
name wss Hilda Meredith., We had three little kids and I
had to take any job offered me to keep things going. Hilda
was born and raised in Bishop. She was part Paiute and part
Colored., The oldest boy is named Donald Reymond Buff., He
now lives at Lone Pine (1981). He is married, The second
is named Rawlin Leroy Buff. He lives in Susanville (1981).
The youngest was Richard Eugene Buff, His wife killed him
in 8 fight over money matters.

Donagld's wife is named Ruth. They live on the reser-
vation et Lone Pine, Ruth's father is Shoshone end her grand
mother is Faiute from the Fort, Ruth is a Bellas,

(The following is from Clara Buff, wife of Philip's
brother Truman,) I em a Pyramid Lake Psiute. The Indiens
here at the Fort telk e little bit different from those at
Bishop. My girl friend is Chemehuevi. They talk something
like us at Fyramid Lake, The Bridgeport snd Mono Leke Indians

talk like the Nevada Paiutes. I can understand them when
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they telk, The lono at North Fork talk like they do at the
Fork., Some of the words in the Pyremid Peiute are the same
as they are here at the Fort but when they telk I can't under-
stend them, Fhilip's grandmother lived here and she talked
a lot, I got so I could understend her, The Indians et
Fort Hall, Ideho, talk like we do at Pyramid., In the spring
of 1980 my dsughter Dorothy end I went to Fort Hall for the
Sundance. I could understand everything they ssid. It ia a
religious dance, They don't like too many outsiders. The
dance goes on for days., The last day, usually on a Sunday,
they get out there in a row with blankets over their hesds
and kneel and pray to their God. They don't call him God,
They call him Grandfather, They do this just as the sun is
coming up, Then the singer sings.,

The Indians here at the Fort believe the same. When
the Indian doctor comes over from Davis and holds s ceremony
they pray to Grandfather, Then they hold a sweat, They
esk for healing. Lots of our boys here drink too much and
they ask for them., They try to get the younger generation
to come in on account of the drinking, My daughter Dorothy
had a sweat house built right here at thé Fort end people
ceme from ell over on Sundeys, van loads, They took turns
in the sweat house. Then they would feed the boys and take
them to Independence to a place for Alcoholies, Snow Caps,

(Philip Buff resumes). Hilda and I spent thirteen
years together, Then I left home., It was not entirely
all my fault or her fault., Hilds had awful headaches,

@z
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Hilde wss put in the hospitel end checked up, The
doctors performed a hysterectomy, Then she begin to feel
better,

Then things stsrted going from bsd to worse, To skip
the details Hilde sterted stepping out and I started to hit
the bottle, Ve querreled a lot., I stayed out lots of nights.
Hilda had me thrown in jsil., Les Horton arrested me end I
appeared before Justice Smith, He ordered me not to go home
and to stay away from her, So I went up to West Eishop and
lived with my cousin John Barlow. He used to live in Big
Pine, We worked sround Bishop and Round Valley.,

After I left home Hilda put the oldest boys in Carson
Indian School at Stewart and the youngest in e boarding
school at North Fork, When Richerd was older he went to
Stewart with his brothers,

In the war the first action I saw wes sgainst Rommel
in North Africa. I wes in sn ammunition ordnence unit then.
That was near Casa Blsanca,

At Anzio Beach I wes in Company B, 145th Division, the
Thunderbird Division. Company B was a1l Indian from Okla-
homa exceﬁt me, mostly Pawnee and Shawnee, Ve fought through
Italy, Southern France and when we got to the Black Forest
in Germeny only me and one other Indian was left. Ve served
at lionte Cassino,Revido River, Volturno River, ard others.
The other guy was a Fawnee, He was a sargeant in charge of
a platoon,

By the time we got to the Black Forest he had piled up
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Info from Army discharge paper.

Phillip Buff 39 160 545 Private 179 Infantry Regiment
Honorably Dischetged &t Camp Beale Calif Dec 25, 1945.

Born Aug 31,1909, at Independence Calif., Inducted
June 25,1941,

Rifleman, Combat Infantrymen Badge. Battles end Cam-

paigns -- Rhineland, Central Europe, Rome, Arno, Southern
France,
Decorations and Citations -- American Cempaign Medsal,

World War II Victory Medal, European Africen Middle Eastern
Cempaign Medel, American Defense Service Medsl, Purple Heart
with 2 Ogk Leaf Clusters,

Filed in County Recorders Office in Independence Calif

a-

in Military Discharges Book Vol 1, page 416,
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enough points for a discharge, He ceme over to the section
we were guerding to look me up and say goodbye., That left
me in en outfit of all replecements, all white boys,

When the Thunderbird Division got to Rome they set a
camp for what was left of us a couple miles outside the city.
Ve spent a couple weeks there just fooling around and seeling
the sights,

Then they sent us to Naples and inland to a little town
called Psestum, Here we stayed & month, hid away from the
enemy. The enemy had it in for us becsuse we reised so much
hell with them, At Rome enother division took our place
in the front 1line,

I think we had got a little careless with the enemy.

We put patrols out behind their lines wrecking Tiger tanks,
we had baszooka teams blowing off their treads. This was at
Anzio Beach and it was things like this that caused us to

lose a lot of men,

Vvhen we left our camp near Neples they put Itaelisn
prisoners in it. From there they took us to Southern France,
Ve landed at Ls Croix on the Riviera. There was no enemy
opposition, The idea of our landing wes to draw troops away
from the Normandy lasnding snd thus weaken enemy resistance,
Y.e were at St, Tronez end St. Rapheel but the enemy never
come,

Iext we loaded up on box cars and went to Grenoble but
no enemy there, Our next ride wes by French Pullmsn cars
ferther inlend end then we got opposition, The Germsns

occupied small towns along and pulled dirty tricks on us.

[R6
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The Germans knew we would not fire on women and kids
so they would send the women out in the streets to get water
from the communlty well snd the kids to play. This set up
an ambush, And we wouldn't open up our artillery on them,
In one village we hed a twelve men petrol to reconnoiter,
I took one side of the street end my partner took the other.
The rest of us stayed back in the hills weiting, When we
got in the village far enough they opened fire on us, They
killed us all except me end another fellow, We got away,
I saw some Germans at the back of houses trying to get away.
I opened fire on them end they on me. I got hit in the leg
and fell in the street, I managed to get behind & wall and

make it back to our outfit., One of the guys across the
street hollered to me to help him, but I couldn't. I had

been hit to hard,

Outside of Limbeck we were ordered to sttack a rocky
hill the Germans were dug in on. Vhen we attacked they
threw everything they had at us, 88's, machine gun and
automstic weapons fire, but we took the hill anyway., Half
way up the hill I couldn't go sny farther. I had just got
out of the hospitsl and my leg give out. I got behind a
rock for quite a while and then manespged to get to the top
where our outfit was., Here we were ordered to hold the
hill at a2ll costs, Two ammo carriers hed helped me up
the hill as far as the rock, and ther left me.

I wes very tired, like I had been in the lines for s

month, I laid down to rest and begin to hallucinate.

({R7)
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There wes Hsveiian huls dencers sll around me, even up in
the tree they were dancirg. Then I sew my deasd gresndmother
on the edge of the trench, dressed the way she did when

she went to work, with her sun bonnet and apron on., I

told our guerd what was going on and he sent for the first
sargeant., I told him whet was going on and he sent me bsck
to the captain,

At the captein's dugout back behind the lines he asked
me what they gave me at the hospital and if I had been
drinking. I told him only penicillin et the hospital and
no booze, He gave me a shot of vhiskey and I went to sleep
and steyed there all night, Next mornineg I told him I
didn't want to go to a hosnitel and he gave me permission
to rejoin my ammo carriers on the hill,

There was a railroad et the bottom of the hill snd we
could hesr the trains going to our rear. At midnight we
got orders to retreat, Trucks picked us up at the bottom
of the hill end took us to our o0ld position near Limbeck.
The Germans were brezking through our lines with tanks.

In a 1little bit we got back on the trucks and took off for
the rear, 40 miles or more. It was cold, snow on the ground
and no tops to the trucks,

e got ahead of the enemy terks and found a fierce
artillery bettle going or, ¥e took up positions in e
little valley in concrete German big gun positions. Then
we started working back behind the German lines. After

four or five miles we got orders to dig in. ZEerly next
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morning the Germens attacked us, They ceme st us with tanks
and we only had smsll arms to fight them with, Suddenly the
tanks withdrew and left four guys behird to hold us down.

They had these burp guns that spit bullets so fast it was like
a whole company.. We advanced on them., This was in & forest

of big trees snd we advanced from tree to tree until we could
see them, They were laying flat on their stomaches shooting
at us, We opened fire on them and got three. One got away,
I fired on him but couldn't hit him,

This mede it a 1little safer to hold our position. Ve hsad
orders to hold it at all costs. Ve had nothing to eat end no
water, Ve stayed there six daeays. The Germens had got behind
us snd captured our headquerters and our kitchen. Ve tried
on our walkie-talkies to contect somebody but no luck,

There was a little French settlement nesr us and we would
sneak down there at night and fill casnteens. It was held by
Germens but we didn't know that, They stayed hiad,

e were setting on the edge of our trenches one morning
wondering when we would get in touch with our rear and we saw
8 Germen petrol coming our way through a cleering in the woods,
It was a dangerous thing to do, advancing in the oven thet wey,
Ve let them get way out in the open and then the lieutenant
told us to open fire. Only one of this twelve man patrol got
eway, The rest were rolling around on the hard snow and ss
we wetched it turned red.

what happened next I never will understsnd. Two men came

out of the woods, one wss the survivor of the patrol and the
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other wes dressed in an imericen first sig uniform. They
sterted picking up the German weapons, We fired and they ran

back 1in the woods.

After this we were more cautious and stayed closer +to

our trenches,

Late that night we heard s good sized force approaching
from our rear, We Telt sure we was goners, We thought sure

they were Germans, We either hsd to surrender or fight, We
made up our minds to fight., But when they got close enough
we hollered st them and they answered us in American. We sure
were gled, Six days in that position and only what little we
could get to eat from the French.
We Joined up with this outfit. They gave each one of

us a K-ration to eat. They were young soldiers just over from
the States.

We went with them to a little patch of woods, I don't
know how they did it but every move we made the Germans had
us fieured out, It was swful cold in that little petch of
woods and then the Germans opened up on us, We fired back
but the Germans slmost wiped us out there, We fought for slmost
an hour asnd then the Germans stopped shooting.

Vhat was left of us went across the valley and dug in for
e rest, lext morring we looked for any surviving wounded
but there wesn't any. They had frozen to desth. Ilien with
their arms up we would go end shake but we found nobody alive.

Ve went back to where we had had the fight and checked

up on the German positions, We found lots of blood there so
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we knew ve had hurt the Germans bed, We found sscks of black
bread and a big sack of Norweglan serdines, They might hsve
been poisoned but we were hungry and figured it made no diff-
erence whether we died by poison or a bullet so we ate them,
They were good,
We rejoined our company and started out again, fighting
through forests all the time, Ve were now way irto Germany
and we had been killing off their regular troops so fast that
now they were throwing those young kids against us. Some were
1little fuzzy faces 13 and 14 years old. One place in s planting
of young trees these kids were dug in there. I was on recon-
naisance with the first plstoon. When we got near they opened
fire and downed us all, I got hit agein, right under the
knee cap, Our whole plstoon got wiped out.

They took what was wounded of us back to the hospital.

Ve went by jeep back to a big eirplane and by it to the hos-
pital in France, That was neer PYaris. I was around there
three months, Then I was sent to the same replacement center
I was at the first time I was vounded and got out of the hos-
pitsl.,

I didn't have to wait there very long end they sent me
back to the front., When I got to my company there was an
awful battle at the Rhine River crossing. Then we got on
little bosts and went across the river., This was eleven
o'clock et night 2nd the Germans had artillery coming in at
us. They sunk scme of our boats. That Rhine River is about

a mile wide,



.
18, BURRELL C. DAWSON Q:i_%)

P. 0. BOX 794
LONC PINE, CA 93545

Vhen we zot to the east bank we sterted into Germery,
we came to s place where there wes » pond enclosed by levees,
There were about fifty Germans leying in there., Some were women,
We caftured them without a2 fight and sent them to our reasr under
guard,

Next we came to & German village. We had no trouble,

The people had white flegs hanging out the windows,

Vie heard on our wealkie-talkies the war was coming to an
end, This made us feel good, Ve resumed our march to Lkunich.,

Ve ran across some opposition and I was hit agein, On
the ankle in a8 scrap in the forest. This time they shipped me
to & hospitel in Mainz, Germany, Shrapnel from srtillery fire
had done a good job on me,

They shipped me to enother hospital in Germany snd I was
there when the wer ended, I was now on crutches srd able to
fet around so they shipped me to a rest area where I got more
treeatment, Vhile I was there my company came through on there
way home, I tried to get in with them but no luck., I was in
vhet is celled an orphan outfit.

I hobbled around on my crutches there quite =2 while and
then I was sent to Faris, France, In the hospitel there I was
checked again and then instead of sending me home I was sent
back to Germany. There I waited s long time and orders ceme
km I was to be sent to Iuremburg, aAfter two weeks there we
vent to Antwerp, Belgium, There they kept us in 4-men tents.

It was cold and it wass rasining. ¥e were there a long time,
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Then they told us we were to be shipped back to the States,
That was sure ecood news, Next they gave us back our American

money,

It was sure & pretty sight when we left Antwerp to come

home, We travelled down & cenal to the English Chennel, Dikes
held back the Chennel, The lend was lower than the ocesan,
I.ice houses and pretty flowers, Vomen in wooden shoes and no
men sround, Ve passed places where the Germans had broken the
dikes end let the ocean in., Church steeples sticking out of
the water wes the only way you could tell there wss s village
there,

At 4:00 o'clock we passed the white cliffs of Dover and
entered the atlantic, It didn't take long before we hit s bad
storm. The waves lifted us high and let us down with an awful
bang, I was scared. I didn't think our bost could last in that
kind of storm.

Three deys lster in a cslm sees & big “rench liner caught
up and pessed us, It was full of women, soldiers brides going
to the U.S. They hollered end yelled et us as they pessed our
little Liberty ship.

December 7 we pulled into the Hudson River., The bié
buildings of Few York were 8ll 1it up with big signs on them
"Welcome Home", Tug boats met us with their horns going full
blast., i boat pulled up to ours with & womens dance band
playing, &fter docking they wouldn't let us get off the bost
thet nieht,

l"ext morning they plled us into Army trucks and took us
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to Camp Kilmer, We stared here two weeks snd did nothing but
eet and sleep., Then they took us to a big airport in New Jersey
end loaded us on en eirplane, At Dallas, Texas, we unloasded

and stayed over nieht. Next day we had lunch stops at Tueson,
Arizona, and Palm Springs.

They told us we would have to fly high to get over the
Tehachepis, They had no deicing for the wings and ice would
break off and hit our cabin, It was scary. Our plane started
dropping from the ice, They finally got the deicer going,

It was raining, At 7:00 o'clock we hit MeClellen Field

at Sacramento, Trucks took us to an Army base nesr Marysville,

Christmas we went to the chapel where they gave us our
honorable discharges, They had a big fancy feed all set up for
us at the mess hall but nobody stopped for it. Everybody ran
to the barracks, grabbed their stuff and went to the bus stetion.
I got a bus to Sacramento and from there I went to Fort Inde-
pendence and stayed with my brother Truman, My home at Bishop
had been busted up,

After being in the Army for about five yesrs I was lost.
I wandered up and down Owens Valley for some time. I don't
know what I was looking for. I wes just lost. In the Army I
always had something to do. Kow I hed nothing. So I started
to roam,

ily boys were all grown, I ran into Richard st Reno end
next Roland., Finally I got a job., It was working for the
Southern Pacific Reilrosd. They were working on the tracks
in front of the station at Reno. They had a kitchen set up
alongside the station where they fed us., At night they hsuled
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us to a canyon east of town where they had & gandy camp set up,
I learned the track work quick, We were putting in new ballest.

After a week we went to Sparks where we did more track
work, There I got ruptured, It took fourteen of us to handle
the big switch rails, seven on each side with rail tongs. My
partner dropped his side and when thet thing hit the ground it
Jarred me s8ll over, It made a hot pein in my side. I worked a
week like that, Then I quit, got my pay and hung around town,

I wandered around for several years like that, Finslly I
couldn't stand it any more. It was bulging out my stomeche.,

So I checked into the hospital at Sacremento where they oper-
ated on me and fixed me up,

The first hard job I got after getting out of the hospital
was bailing hay. The operation didn't bother me et all. They
had done a good job on me, So now I knew I could work again,

I wandered around for several years, working here and there,

Then I went blind. The doctors told me it was because I
had lived such a rough life. In the war I got hit on the head
with shrapnel, It tore my helmet all to pieces and jarred me
real good. And then one time I was hiding behind a tree and
& German 88 hit the tree, It knocked a heavy branch down, hit
my head and knocked me out,

It wes in Stockton where I went blind., I was walking down
the street ore evening end colored lights started dropping in
rront of me sheped like icebergs. Wwhen the lights disappeared

I couldn't see anything more. I stopped a guy passing and he
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took me to the hotel vhere I hed & room, The desk clerk
phoned the sociel service office to get someone to take me to
the hospitel but there was nobody there, They took me to my
room and I stayed eweke all that night, lext morring a social
worker took me to the general hospital in Stockton.

There a doctor, e Greek, examined me and told me I hsad
cataracts in both eyes. They took me to the operating room
and removed one, A week later they removed the other cataract,
Two weeks leter when they removed the patches I still could
not see,

I wes teker back to the eye doctor snd examined again,

He said the optic nerve wes dsmeged from too many blows to
the head and that I was blind for as long as I lived. That was
hard to take.

The Army never would give me & pension for the shrapnel
and the tree 1limb blows to my head, only for the wound to my
knee where I still carry the metal in my leg,

I was transferred to the single man's home near the hospi-
tal and stayed there two months. The lady there fixed up my
social security end blind pension papers and I left for a rest
home run by & Creek Indian nemed Fish. I was there nine years,

:ly brother Trumen tried to get me out but the doctor
wouldn't let me eo as I was under trestmert. Some Filipinos
bought the place and about & year ago my nieces got me out and
I went to Davis to live with them. They were going to school

at the University there.
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book about rock art symbols that were developing in the dir-

ection of standardization and therefore of ideographic
writing. This is both intriguing and reasonable. Everyone

else took that direction sooner or later.

During numerous surveys at Little Lake and the lower
gorge of Owens River (Davis, 1978c:25 and Fig. 18) I saw two
glyphs with messages as clear as writing. One, at Little:
Lake, was an ellipse with a diagonal bar 'through it, beside
the only natural stairway up a cliff. The message reads:
"right here there is an access hole where you can climb up."
I did.

The other one-to-one symbol is near Lower Fossil Falls.
It is the figure of a man, upside down. This meant "he is
dead" or "was killed," a representation that was also used,
with the same meaning, in Mexico and Central America where
cultures had advanced more rapidly in both the technologies

and arts of civilization.
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Shortly after reasding La Van lMertinesu's book "The Rocks
Begin to Spegk" & friend, Kerry powell, showed s photo of e
petroglyph she had teken at the mouth of Hunter Canyon, Saline
Velley, Inyo County, Celifornia, Recognizing a couple glyphs
ve had just seen in La Van lMartineau's book an attempt was made
to interpret the penel. It interpreted as on sheet 109,

Hunter Cenyon

Tvto months leter we went to aiimexVaiieyx for the first
time, found the petroglyph, end to my considerable delight the
terrein fit., Freviously I had viewed ilartinesu's work with
some scevticism.

Down the cenyon well from the petroglyph end on the canyon
floor a short ways to the west was s big tall rcek next to the
caenyon wall. Behind the rock was & cave in the csnyon wall.
Two men could essily hold off an army.

An item of interest is that anthropologists have lately
come to the conclusion thet the supposed non-warlike nature of
the Basin and Range Indiens is e myth., They had their petty

wars,

After vieving “ozens andé dozens of vetroglyphs and picto-
eraphs the writer has come to the conclusion that they can
rrohably ne classified es 1, messspes 2, mens 3, hunting

magic 4, shamen's scuiggles., rossikly other catecories exist,
n
Class 71, At prresent ilartiesu's vocabulery of ideogramns

is very limited, 4in attempt was made to decipher more petro-



£lyrhs but only partiel success was obtained., 4An asrcheoastro-
romer, Dr, E.C. Krupp, Director of the Griffith Observatory,
Los Angeles, and a historisn, Bob Powers, of the Kern River
Velley, in his book "Indian Country of the Tubatulsbal'" have
each added more mesnings,

Fartial success wss hed with sheets 101,102,110,

Cless 2, In Owens Valley the Owens River runs northerly
from Owens Lake primerily on the east side of the wvalley neer
the foot of the Inyo Mountains and the White ilountains. Sheet
100 is an example of whet we interpret ss a msp.

Class 3, The work of the ilatursngo Lluseum on the reser-
vetion of the Neval Weapons Center at Chins Leke, Ridgecrest,
Californie, is & very good example of the use of petroglyphs
as hunting magic, See "Rock Drawings of the Coso Range" by
Campbell Grant, Jesmes W, Baird, J. Kenneth Fringle.

Cless 4. The shaman's squiggles probably are of mesning
only to the shaman who mesde them, 4 possible example is the

pictograprh et ‘alker Creek, Inyo County, sheet 147,
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MATURANG o A1l SEwe —_—

University-of California_

1.

4.

10.
11.
12,

13.

14.
17.
19.
21,
22,
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

29.

30.
31
32.
34,

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE SURYEY RECORD

Site____

Twp. 158 Range 57 E; VDM 1/4 of — __.._____1/4 of Sec. 18 S

vicinity of Center East Sixteenth Corner projected

2. Map New York Butte wusd mep 3 Couny _ INYO, Calif

Location

on small north trending shoulder sbout % contokr above ba Jada
3920

6. On contour elevation

. Previous designations for site (sBCm-3821)

Owner BIM 9. Address

Previous owners, dates

Present tenant

Attitude toward excavation L

xx small house ring, 80" inside diameter

Description of site

Area 15. Depth 16. Height
Vegetation S 18. Nearest water 2.2 miles
Soil of site 20. Surrounding soil type DG

Previous excavation

Cultivation 23. Erosion __ .
ungreded dirt rosd 0,4 miles northerly

Buildings, roads, etc.

Possibility of destruction -

House pits

Other features S e— — P

Burials

none observed on surface
Artifactes R

Remarks N

Published references

Accession No. 33. Sketch map
5=17-79
Date 35. Recorded by 36. Photos
B.C., Dawson, P.0. Box 536,
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-
museum. Leonard Sluyter set up two telescopes which projected the sun
and moon's shadows onto visible backgrounds. Sun spots were also visible.

Phil Walker

Mr. and Mrs. Phil Walker visited the museum on October 12. Phil
Walker was the first County appointed museum director (1968-69). Walker
moved the collections from the courthouse to the new building on Grant
Street, designed several new display cases and built the ''Assayers Office"
the first building in the Early Town west of the museum.

Cleanup

Thanks -to the California Conservation Corps the museum grounds are
rid of Russian Thistle and thorn bearing plants. They also repaired the
barbed wire fence lining the museum's property on Onion Valley road,

/ -_h‘_h\“-‘.
ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY NAME BELLAS o sox e

LONE PINE, CA 93545
On April 28, 1882 Horace Bellows, a sheep rancher, bought land from
the estate of Henry C. Badger, now flooded by Haiwee Reservoir. Bellows
ran sheep from Olancha to Little Lake in the lower Owens Valley, in Rose
Valley an: in the Coso Mountains. He was evidently a successful rancher
as he received praise in the Inyo Independent for his fine showing of
Angora goats in the 1887 County Fair. On November 23, 1891 he received
a patent from President Benjamin Harrison for a homestead of 160 acres
on mile north of Dunmovin. In 1900 he sold the land to Mira E. Orr of

Kern County for $1,000.00.

Dorothy Robertson wrote about Horace Bellows in True West magazine.
He is reputed to have killed a "Rig Foot', blamed for the attack on the’
Ida Camp east of Manzanar in which his brother Curtis Bellows was killed.

The country south and east of Sage Flat (South of Olancha) is the
territory of the Coso Shoshoni. Their Paiute neighbors to the north call
it Tsiyavu Witu or Wildrose Place. Horace Bellows ran his sheep on this
land.. He hired members of this tribal group to help in his ranching.

October 15, 1871 a son was born to Ce-be-pur-ge and his wife
Ne-va-dum-ba, both Shoshonis. When this little boy was old enough, like
his older brother Me-we-ga, he went to work for a "Mithikano” or white
man. This was the-little boy whites named Frank.

Frank was considered by the Shoshoni to be something of a leader, the
Coso Mountains to be his territory and the wild horses in them to be his
horses. From time to time some of Frank's horses would be rounded up to
be broken and sold to local ranchers, the last roundup occuring in 1922,

On this occasion the plan was to drive the wild herd to Coso Hot
Springs where a holding corral had been built. Three signal fires were
to be 1it, each one closer so that those at the corral could judge progre
and act accordingly. The plan worked well until the third fire was seen.
No sooner was this smoke visible than the horses stampeded wildly down
the mountain side, the riders hard put to herd them towards the corral.
The 1little children had already been put in a barricaded shelter for safe
the older children and grownups scattered, climbing anything in sight
or getting behind any possible barricadeiso as to see in safety what went
on. When the rumpus was over only ten horses had been corraled, the
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rest eluding capture.

October 1977

e

But what has all this got to do with the Bellas family name?
Among the Paiutes and Shoshonis of this time it became the custom to
adopt as one's family name the name of the white man for whom he worked.

Frank worked for Horace Bellows and adopted

the name Bellows; Frank's

family spelled the name Bellas, the way it was promounced.

However, Me-we-ga, Frank's older brother, went to wvork for a man

named Diaz. He became known as Chappo Diaz

and his descendants have the

family name Diaz. Another Shoshoni, name of De-en (no relation to Frank)
also worked for Horace Bellows. His name became Manuel Bellas, so today

there are two Bellas families.

THREE PLACE NAMES

These three place names do not seem to

BURRELL C. DAWSON y
p. 0. BOX 794 g
LONE PINE, CA 93545

be in common use except-among

the > elder generation. They are being presented here to preserve a memory
of them before they fall into complete disuse and are forgotten,

Rattle§nake Mountain - - This small mountain is 1ocated,ét the south-
west corner ‘Qf Whitney Portal Road and Horseshoe Meadows Road. The hill
is correctly named, as I met one of the inhabitants, a rattlesnake, there

last year. Caf&{ully, 1 stepped to one side and let thi% fellow go on

his way. K

™~
Beveridge Rive;\Bridge - - This bridge

/s
e

is a half mile east of the

Lone Pine railroad station at the Owens River. Here there are the remains
of an old wooden bridge“a few feet south of the present double culvert.
From the way the term was ‘used it appears this- name was used by the old

time packers and derives its.name from its lecation on the pack trail to

the Beveridge Mining Districtis
A A

Ruiz Hill - - This highway étgde i§“ﬁbout one and a quarter miles
west of Lone Pine on the Whitney Pogﬁai Road. It takes its name from
Ygnacio C. Ruiz, a prospector who had _a home near there.

The first notice'ofﬁanacib/{h the”grantor-grantee County records
is 1876. Here he and Ramon Ochoa sold the-San Ramon Ledge to the New

Coso Mining Co. The records contain no ref

erence to Ruiz for 24 years

until 1900 when he sold the Liberty Quartz Claim to Fue Yum Sang. For

the next 25 years his name appears quite re
of some importance. In 1911 Ygnacio, Max D
a quarter interest in the Santa Rosa Mine t
Keeler and later another quarter interest t

gularly, four notations being
iaz and Sam F. Yuensang sold

o Presiranio Guzman of

o H. C. Brougher of Oakland,

This mine had the reputation of being worthwhile. On March 1, 1920 a
patent was granted to Ygnacio by President Woodrow Wilson far homesteading

I have called him Ygnacio. However, t
varying names. Things got so confused with
it was necessary to file affidavits of iden
certifying that Y. Ruiz, Y. C. Ruiz, Ygnaci
C. Ruiz /and Ignacio C. Ruiz were all one a

Two more items of interest were found.
Ruiz and C. D. Ruiz sold the Talc City min
pasadena for around $10,000.00. As for the
obtained under the 1862 Homestead Act, the

he records refer to him with
Ygnacio switching signatures
tity on this gentleman
o Ruiz, Ignacio Ruiz, Ygnacio
nd the same person.

In 1930 Y. C. Ruiz, R. E.
e- to Archibald W, Clapp of
homestead at Ruiz Hill
city acquired it in 1932.
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Madina sisters return from “Longest Walk”

by Ed Rosendorf

On Februax:y 11 “The
Longest Walk™ began from
Sacramento and was com-
pleted in Washington, D.C.
on July 15 as Indians from 94
tribes joined in seeking to
call the american public’s
altention to legislation being
proposed in the Congress.

Two Fort Independence
girls took part in the walk
and for them it was a
memorable experience in a
democratic process as
people across the nation
were made aware of the In-
dian cause. It was also, as it
were, a college extension
course in American Native
Studies in which they are
majoring at the University
of California, Berkeley.
They will write term papers
about the trek,

They are Nancy and Nel
Madina, daughters of Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Madina,
longtime residents of the In-
dependence area. They are
graduates of Owens Valley
High School. Nancy con-
tinued her studies at San
Diego State and Nel at the
University of Oregon before
both went to UC Berkeley.

The walk, they say, was
of a spiritual nature with
revered Indian traditions
being observed. -A sacred
pipe was carried at the head
of the walk and on stops at
various camps, ceremonies
were held. An alter was set
up and during longer stays,
of four or five days, sweat

Public hearing
Aug. 15 on special
districts funding

f supervisors
1blic hearing
.to distribute
state bailout
i to some 15
cts of the
liv. Invo was

lodges were erected.
Security on a 24-hour basis
was arranged for the camps
and the walk,

Preceding the start of the
walk from Sacramento there
were _ prayers and
ceremonies on Alcatraz
Island in San Francisco Bay.

_ About 300 started the walk

and the number varied along
the way. They usually got
under way at 8 a.m. and
called a halt about 3 p.m.
The average was about three
miles an hour although at
times the pace was stepped
up a bit when those carrying
the sacred pipe at the head of
the procession would break
into a run. Twenty of the
starters made the entire
distance of some 3,000 miles,

There were vehicles for
supplies and one for medical
care. '

The walkers were well
received with people coming
out to greet them and wish
them well. There “were
donations and various chur-
ches were ready to assist.

- On such a long march
there are occasions when a
situation requires im-
mediate action, Such was the
case of a birth of a daughter
to Canadian parents at
Baltimore. Fortunately, a
midwife, who was a clan
mother of the Iroquois
nation, was at hand and
there was no problem. The
baby was named ‘“The
Longest Walk,”” a name

which in the Indian language
must sound more lyrical,

Another incident at
Delaware, Ohio, was when
Indian tradition and park
regulation clashed. Because
guns, alcohol and drugs were
not allowed in the Indians’
camp, a park ranger was
asked to take off his gun out
of respect for the Sacred
Pipe. Since it is an emblem
of peace, Indians believe

given by Vice President
Walter Mondale.

The Longest Walk came to
an end on July 23 when a
manifesto was presented to
Congress.

Nel Madina =
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there should not be a gun
around. The ranger declined
to remove the Bun and after
some discussion the matter
was  settled when he
removed, not only the gun,
but himself from the
premises.

The Madina sisters were
on the walk for the first ten
says

onMay 11,

They recall some very cold
wea crossing ‘the Sierra
Nevadas and how over Don-
ner Pass the Sacred Pipe
Was carried by warriors in
relays,

The route after Austin was
to Ely, Nev., Grand June-
tion, Colo., Terre Haute,
Ind,, Indianapolis, Colum-

Ohio, Pittsburg,
rrisburg, Baltimore and
Washington, D.C.

At York, Penn,, Moham-
med Alj, former worlg
boxing champion, visited the
camp and urged the Indians
continue the fight to
preserve their rights, .

He later appeared in a
boxing exhibition at a benefit
to raise funds to send the
walkers home, Others on the
Program were Buffy Sainte-

Marie, Stevie Wonder, Floyd -

Westerman and Richie
vens,

Among those who Breeted
the walkers on arrival jp
Washington were- Ronald v.
Dellums (D-Calif.), Dick
((!}regoxy and Marlon Brap.

0.

An Elders' Council wag
formed with members from
the Iroquois Nation; Sioux,
Navajo, other U.S. tribes
and Canadijan Indians,
Twenty-five elders attendeqd
@ dinner at the white Houge

In it the Indian people
stressed “‘the need for their
own self determination of
économic and political
autonomy. They no longer
want federal Bovernment or
the multi-national corps to
have the ultimate authority
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indigeno&a\species on the Grounds. Frank Madina brought taboose plants;
also Dean Smith, County Farm Advisor, has given two Four-Wing Salt bushes
and two bunches of Indian Sacaton.

Capitol Exhibit\

Dorcas Birchim'will complete Inyo County's exhibit for the State
Capitol Building this month. The exhibit will be installed in September.
The display unit inclﬁdqs carved reliefs and sculptures in sugar pine and
redwood. The figures stpolizé themes representing Inyo such as the Big
Horn sheep, mules, the raven, magpie, ranching, mining, Mt. Whitney,

Death Valley's sand dunes, ‘gliding, the Paiute-Shoshone Indians and narrow
gauge nostalgia. The word "Inyo" and the year "1866" will be routed on
wood panels.

Seismology Lecture \\\

The Seismolbgy lecture by Dr. C£>&§\§uckley of California State Univers-

ity, Fullerton, was well received; over~sixty people attended. Dr. Buckley
discussed earthquake faults in Owens Valley and other areas in Inyo. He
also pointed out that the Chinese have been.the most successful in earth-
quake prediction. Various geological signs indicate that inland California
may haVe a major quake. Further, the fact that Owens Valley has had no
serious quake since 1862 portends a quake here because the area is overdue.

Vicki Coombs ahd Peggy Irwin provided refres;;En{i;h

THE LONGEST WALK
As told to Charles Irwin by Nell and Nancey Madina

Nell and Nancey Madina of Fort Independence participated in the recent
Longest Walk from Sacramento to Washington D. C. The girls took turns
wearing the buckskin dress which is on exhibit at the Eastern California
Museum. George Brown and Dean Turner of Bishop, Indian Elders from Owens
Valley, participated in the Walk as well as some young people. The follow-
ing article is based on an oral interview with the Madina sisters who gave
details of the Longest Walk to the Director.

Native Americans of the United States organized the Longest Walk to
protest a number of controversial bills before the U. §S. Congress. These
bills are opposed by American Indians because they would abrogate existing
treaty rights. The Indians spelled out their opposition to the bills as
well as proclaiming their insistence that the government honor fishing
rights, burial sites and sacred places such as Coso Hot Springs (Paiute-
Shoshone), Black Mesa (Navajo) and the Black Hills (Sioux).

A Manifesto contained the objectives of the Walk including: a prayer
for all creation; the need for Indian peoples' self-determination or
regional autonomy; they no longer want the Federal Government to decide
the ultimate destiny of the tribes, rather, they want the determination
over their own native religion and culture and to insure Indian control
over Indian land and Indian concerns; a promise of the young generation to
the Elders, they would carry on the tribal traditions, '"We the young give
thanks for and honor the dedication of the Elders, for without their
strength we would never be where we are today."

Q)
] S Q
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The Longest Walk, a spiritual walk which took place this Spring and
Summer, began in San Francisco; from there the groups caravaned to
-~ Sacramento where the actual Walk began. Several hundred Indian participants
joined the group at various parts of the route to Washington D. C. where
a final demonstration of Indian solidarity took place. -In Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, Iroquois tribal members joined the group for the last
stretch of the journey to the Capital.

The majority of the participants were Native Americans representing
80 tribes. Some non-Indians participated among whom were Whites, Blacks
and Buddhist Monks from Japan. 1In all, there were 3,000 Black and White
supporters.

Ernie Peters, of Paiute and Sioux descent, was the Chief. He and
other men carried the Calumet or Sacred Pipe as well as a Scared Lance
before the participants as they marched toward Washington. Other leaders
were Wallace BlackElk, Philip Deer, Russel Means, Clyde Belcourt and
Vernon Belcourt.

The Walk was well organized. No alcohol, drugs or guns were permitted.
The latter prohibition bore testimony to the non-violent or pacifist
orientation of the pilgrimage. FBI agents found nothing of a subversive
or illegal nature. Different committees functioned as gate security, pipe |
security, camp security and walk security. Several took turns cooking.
Everyone had a role in the procession. At certain points the group camped
for three or four days during which members fasted and participated in .
Sweatlodge ceremonies. !

A number of organizations supported the Longest Walk including the
United Methodist Church, who helped with money; jewelers donated turquoise
ornaments which the group raffled off to help cover expenses; the National
Guard provided tents, portable showers and cooked for the group at times.
At some places the National Guard made armories available for night shelter.
There were many Indian Tribes, centers and organizations who supported the
Walk all the way.

As well as a spiritual walk, it served as an educational walk in which
participants sponsored workshops and talks in local schools along the way
to inform the American public regarding the rights and objectives of the
First Americans. The talks were well received.

Opposition occurred at two locations. The governor of Missouri forbade
the Walk to follow Route 70. Public pressure caused him to relent. In
Delaware, Ohio, law enforcement officers wanted to bring guns into the camp
but because of the clash between the Sacred Pipe and fire arms they finally
acceded and apoligized. Compared to the support for the Walk, the opposit-
ion appeared to be minimal and sporadic. While foreign countries monitored
the Walk closely and lauded the efforts of the Indians, the news media in
our country tended to ignore or give scant coverage of the Walk.

The Elders, most of whom joined the Walk as it neared Washington, were
the spokesmen for the group, as it was in the traditional American Indian
-political systems. In traditional times younger members of Indian tribes
respected and deferred to the Elders. :

Vice-President Mondale and several Congressmen acted as spokesmen for
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the Government when the group, dressed in tribal regalia staged the final
Pow-wow in Washington D. C.

The Walk had support from all parts of the political and social
spectrum. Supporters included Tom Hayden and several politicians including
a number of U. S. Senators, movie actors and other known Indian and non-
Indian singers.

The Madina sisters are of the opinion the Walk will have a positive
effect on the U. S. Government and public opinion and will influence law-
makers in decision-making where it affects American Indian tribes.

3bE TOSCANO
Frank Madina

\\ .

Who was Joe Toscano? Joe Toscano was an old Italian miner that worked
in many'mines in Owens Valley. He worked in the old Casa Diablo,smine many
years ago, the Casa Diablo mine was a very rich gold mine. It also had a
big gold mill. They used to run the water from the Gorge Creek. They had
a six inch pipe that ran to the mill. Finally for some reason they shut it
down when the.Inyo Bank went bankrupt. Joe Toscano lost all his savings in
the bank; all these years that he worked in different mines he put his money
in the Inyo Bank-in Bishop and he lost it all. He lived in a little cabin
one mile from town, Joe Toscano was never himself again. How he made his
living no one knows“but he always managed to smoke Toscano cigars; that's
where he got his name,

™, 4 |

During the depressidq in 1930 Joe Toscano used to walk up and down the
main street with his hands_in his back pockets and talked to himself, cursed
the world and called every‘one a crook. At that time there was no work
any place. There were a few men that went and cut pifion wood and sold it
in town any way to make a dollar. So Joe went to Jim Hidick who used to
haul wood and sell it for whatever he could get for it, and told him, "Jim,
if you take me to Casa Diablo I will give you half of the lost vein of gold
that they lost years ago, I know where it is. I was working there when they
lost it, I covered it up." Jim knéw fhgt Joe Toscano was crazy and turned
him down. Then Joe went to the Horn brothers. They also had an old truck
and were hauling wood to town,” They also ‘turned him down. I had an old
beat up truck and also hauled a little wood “and sold it. I was sorry for
poor old Joe but the little gas I had, I needed to haul a little wood. The
gas was only nine cents a’gallon but nine centswas a lot of money in those

N

days, so I turned him down. .

Jack Black had-a big grocery store in Bishop. Eo he went to Jack and
asked him if he could trust him with a few groceries. “He was going to find
the lost gold vein and when he came back he would pay him. Jack felt sorry
for Joe, so he”“let him have a big piece of bacon, some dry beans, potatoes
and flour and many other things. How Joe managed to carry all that stuff to
the Casa Diablo mine no one knows. But he made many trips to take his stuff
to the mine. The mine was about thirty-five miles from town and no water in

be;jigﬂ’but Joe made it. _

/ Joe disappeared for a long time, maybe six months. He lived on Jack
rabbits and rattlesnakes I guess. But one day he came back. On his back
“he carried a little sack of three thousand dollar ore. You could see the



Civic Club hears report
on Ft. Independence concerns

by Ed Rosendorf /- /- =2

The Ft. Independence community would prefer
fewer Bureau of Indian Affairs regulations and is
suspicious of anything seemingly offered for
nothing, Pearl Williams, long-active in tribal
affairs there, told a meeting of the Independence
Civic Club Monday night.

It was a well-attended meeting that heard her
recount the many disagreements and delays
before a tribal association was formed.

Mrs. Williams was born at Ft. Independence
and attended school in Independence, later going
to Big Pine to finish high school. She recalled
that her father, John Simms, was the first Indian
_allowed to go to public school in this area. After
high school she went east to Haskell, an Indian
school and later worked in Illmoxs before returning
to Ft. Independence.

She became interested in improving life at the

fort and in keeping up with modern times. Mrs.
Williams noted that while her father did not
go beyond the third grade, he had wisdom- that
aided in working for the good of his people. He
had a part in the rejection by the Fort residents
of a land exchange proposal by the DWP. The
Big Pine and Bishop reservations agreed to an
exchange. '
* Mrs. Williamson says there are 340 acres at
the Fort, with around 80 residents. Land allotments
were made in 1910. Today, assignments from the
allotments are made to the younger people, but
these cannot be sold.

She said jthat from - the outside things may
appear peaceful at the Fort but there are still many
problems, and working for closer relations with
the town of Independence is a goal.
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his death, the Solvay Company paid Indian George for the Peterson Creek
water.

The writer has a collection of letters and a bill that was found by
Barney Foley at Indian Joe's place after they moved away in 1915. It
seems that the Indians never wrote a letter unless there was death or
sickness or someone owed them money. These Indian letters are as they
were actually written: From Charlie Hansen - Skidoo, Calif. to Joe
Peterson "Indian Joe" - Borax, (Trona) Calif. Skidoo - 6/14/11

Joe Peterson - Borax

Charlie's little boy died yesterday. Charlie and wife feel bad.
Daughter die, Little boy die. Nobody help him now. White man help bury
boy make box for little boy.

Charlie say, want to burn them everything Warm Spring, Skidoo too.
You will come. You no will come send your sister. Charlie wife no feel
good. Write me how your folks. I am going to burn them everything. I
want you see me. Come first Harrisburg. You no come here Harrisburg, 1
make you trouble. You no come when Ap sick. You no come sister. You
no come little boy. You come now Harrisburg or I make you trouble.

Hungry Bill and Panamint Tom.

You come sure Harrisburg. We talk with you when you come.
Charlie Hansen.

Ballarat, April 6, 1914. Joe Peterson

Indian George asked me to write you and to tell you that Bill Bolens
wife is dead and that Panamint Tom's wife is dead and that Johny Scott's

mother 1is dead.

Indian Leo's wife pretty sick, can't walk anymore. Mike is going to
Darwin, but will be back in about a week and then he and Isabell are
going out after pine nuts. Unsigned.

Ballarat, California, February 1915. F. E. Bruary: Sir: You must
pay me my 73 dollars about a horse hire and all will be even or OK. Manage

and American Trona Corporation.

Mr. Peterson he sent me 30 dollars for Charlie, his place. Dennis
Marchion, July 4, 1914.

Note: This letter was written on F. W. "Fred" Gray's stationery.
"F, W. Gray Mines and Mining Mines in Death Valley."

GLADYS JONES JEWETT

Gladys Jewett is retiring from weekend service at the museum, Gladys
has been a staunch museum supporter and history enthusiast. Her informative
and cheerful presence will be missed by staff and patrons alike.

Also, Mrs. Jewett gave valuable assistance in the recent office re-
oranization at the museum. The museum and County thanks Mrs, Jewett for
her dedicated years of service.
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Dr. Austin raised\;he possibility of jobs for Indians on a geothermal
project should one materialize. However, the nearest Paiute-Shoshone
Indians of a working age reside in Lone Pine, which is well over forty
miles from the proposed|site for geothermal development. Residents of
Inyokern and Ridgecrest Ere actually closer to the site.

The Indian people havé.two key objections: the possibility of damage
to the Coso Hot Springs by\a geothermal development and the Navy-imposed
restrictions on visits to the Springs. The Navy has permitted day visits
whereas the Indians want overnight visiting and visits lasting several
days for curing by hot mud bathing.

Curiously, neither of the two researchers who represent Iroquois
Institute appeared at the meeting. Early this year the two researchers
carried out a detailed study of ‘the cultural dimensions of Coso Hot Springs
including early Indian uses of the Springs. They were working under a
contract with the U. S. Navy. As.far as the Director knows the report has
not been published or circulated. '

A New Image

A crew from the Building Maintenance Department filled cracks in the
exterior museum walls, sealed the block walls and applied a desert-like
tan coat to the main building. The project has greatly improved the museum
esthetically as well as safeguarding the interior from water damage and
heat loss in winter. The crew also repaired the water damage in the rest-
rooms and repainted them. The crew included Brenda Yother, Tim Copeland
and Robert Daugherty. Mr. Richard Ogden \supervised the project.

\

Acquisitions N\

\

Mr. N. A./Wunder of Trona, California has donated a pair of original
Inyo County ,Notary Public seals to the museum's collection. The lead half
measures two inches in diameter by one-quarter inch thick; the bronze half
measures two inches by three-sixteenths inch thick. The inner side of the
bronze half bears the name of the engraver: T. C. “Dougherty, Engraver,

208 West 1st St. Los Angeles, Ca. The outside surfaces of both seals bear
the seal of the State of California and the word "Eureka." The lead half
has a raised design and raised letters, "Notary Public Inyo Co. California"
whereas the same design and words on the bronze half are depressed and

r§Versed. \

/ \
-
JOHNNY JACK \\\

Frank Madina

Johnny Jack was a Paiute Indian from Virginia City Nevada. He came to
Owens Valley and worked as a cow hand for the cattle ranches in Owens Valley.
Jack knew the mountains from the State of Nevada to the State of California.
He knew the high Sierras very good, the White Mountains, the Coso Range,
the Inyos and the Pinto Mountains. He drove cattle all over. When he did
not feel good he used to go to Coso Hot Springs, lay in the mud and rest a
few days. Around 1930 I got pretty well acquainted with him. I guess he
was one of the oldest Indians in the Valley.

Johnny Jack was a man that never associated with many people; not even



450

Page 3 September 1978

his own people. He always kept pretty well by himself. He used to own
Moran Springs in Casa Diablo. He knew all that Chidago country. He had

a little house not far from the Spring. He also had a little meadow where
he used to raise horses. When he figured he had too many horses he used
to kill a few, so they would not accumulate too much. He used to live in
his little cabin and come down to Bishop on horseback about thirty-five
miles every two weeks. He got his groceries and went back.

He told me one time two White men came and stayed by the Spring and
every morning they went out to prospect for gold. One day he saw them
coming back. They were carrying a powder box full of dirt. They took it
to the Spring and panned it. They discovered placer gold some place. He
watched which way they went and he followed them. There they started to
dig until they hit bedrock and with a spoon they filled the box full of
dirt. Then they carried the box to the Spring. There they panned it and
got the gold out of it. They made many trips. How much gold they took
with them it's hard to tell. One day they disappeared; where they went no
one ever knew. But Johnny told me that a few years later he met an old
Indian from Lovelock, Nevada. He got to talking to him and the old Indian
told Jack that two old White prospectors came into town with lots of money
and lots of gold nuggets and got on a big drunk; somebody killed them and
Stole all their money. Maybe they were the ones because they never came
back to Casa Diablo.

After the prospectors left Johnny went to the hole that the White men
dug; they had covered it all up very good and put sage brush on top. Johnny
dug up the hole and found the box and two gold pans and the spoon. So he
filled the box with dirt from the bedrock and carried it to the Spring. In
that box he found many gold nuggets; some were pretty good size. So from
then on he made many trips until one day he had a small bottle full of gold.
Then he covered the hole good and put some sage brush over it and came to
Bishop. He went to the bank and bought cash for his gold. He bought his
groceries and went back to Casa Diablo. So one day he left Casa Diablo,
came back to Bishop and rented a little house by the canal near the Kelso

flour mill.

One day he went to town; he left a pot of beans he was cooking and put
a little wood in the stove before he left. Some way he did not close the
stove door good and a piece of wood fell on the floor and the house caught
on fire. By the time Johnny got back the house was burning; many people
were around. There was no water near by. He used to carry his drinking
water from the canal. He wanted to get in the fire to get his money out;
they had to hold him back. He had his money under the wood box by the
stove. After the fire was over he went and got a five pound lard can; it
was almost full of gold pieces and nuggets. How many gold certificates
burned no one knew. The gold pieces and nuggets were all melted from the
heat.

From there he moved over to another cabin on the other side of town.
There is where I met him and got to know him very good. I used to get wine
for him from the old Gerkin ranch. They used to make homemade wine at four
dollars a gallon. I used to ride Johnny's horse; it was quite a ways.
Johnny always gave me a ten dollar bill and gave me the change. I used to
8o every one or two weeks and he always gave me a glass of wine. It was
very good wine.
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Johnny Jack had a daughter, named Lena from Mono Lake. Johnny never
stayed with her until he got very old. She married a little Spanish guy
by the name of Joe Castro but the old man never did like him. One day
after I came back from the Gerkin ranch he told me sit down. He said, "I'm
going to tell you a story and also I'm going to give you a map. I want
you to look at it and keep it in your mind and then destroy it.'" That's
when he told me what I'm writing here. He gave me the map written on a
piece of buckskin with Indian Ink. I studied it and then I destroyed it.
He told me "Do not show it to no one, and if you ever go to get gold do
not take no one with you." Later he moved with his daughter Lena. Not
very long after he died. His daughter and Joe sold Moran Springs. A
few years later Joe died of a heart attack. The County had to bury him.
What he did with all that money no one knows. Lena came over to me one
day and told me that she wanted a map that her father gave me. I told her
I did not know anything about a map. I guess she knew about the map but
the map was destroyed by my hand. Some day some one might find the gold
mine but not me, I'm too old to be looking for lost mines.

© 1978 Frank Madina

EARLY MANZANAR, LAND OF THE BIG RED APPLES 1910-1935 - Continued
Rufh<?1adys Wilder Hall ~
y
In the first few years only one room of the Manzanar schoolhouse was
used for 'school. The other room held community meetings, Sunday School
and church services. In the school year 1919-20 there were enough pupils
that two teathers were hired and both rooms were used for school.

The Owens Valley Union High School District had been formed in 1916
with two teachers .and an average attendance of twelve. This included the
elementary districts of Independence, Manzanar, Milton and Owenyo. 1In
1916-17 Viola Cornellus was the only student from Manzanar attending the
Union High School in Ihdependence. In the school year 1918-19 there were
eighteen students at Owens Valley Union ngh six of whom came from
Manzanar. \

A Ford pick-up was purchased that saﬁ% year as a school bus. James
G. Wilder was hired to convert‘ﬁt to asbus. Seats were built around the
sides of it and curtains were put up over the top and sides. These cur-
tains could be rolled down if the weather made it necessary. In the
school year 1919-20 Mrs. Mabel Wilder was hired to drive the school bus.
There were nine students from Manzanaxr. The following year the same Mrs.
Wilder of Manzanar started teaching af\xhe Union High School in Independence.
She continued there until the 1930's AN

Track and Field meets were a big event\in the lives of the Grammar
School children of Inyo County. Competitionm\was keen. These events in-
cluded the following activities: playground ball games, drawing, penmanship,
dashes, jumps, potato races, relay races, teachers' dash and first aid con-
tests. The events were quite different from today's track events, although
a forerunner of today's strictly athletic prowess competitions.

As early as 1924 the exodus from Manzanar was affecting the schools.
Enrollment was dropping and continued to drop. In 1931232 the enrollment
in Manzanar Grammar School was down to 14. Jim Wilder Jr. recalls that he
attended Manzanar school until it closed; in the last year it had seven
pupils in the eight grades. At a meeting of the Board of Supervisors,
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Mr. Pipkin's generosity and foresight are welcome; it is the
attribute of giving which builds a great museum. Hopefully, Pipkin's
community spirit will inspire Inyo's citizenry.

INDIAN JOE'S PLACE
George Pipkin

This i1s a reprint of a article appearing in the Trona Argonaut,
Wednesday, April 18, 1973 with permission of George Pipkin.

For three generations, Indian Joe's Place on Peterson Creek, three
miles north of Trona in the Argus Mountains, was a favorite picnicing
spot for Searles Valleyites. It was an oasis, a cool shady retreat,
where one could go to escape the summer heat, especially before air
conditioning.

The place has now gone down the drain, destroyed by vandals and the
elements. Actually, the vandals did most of the damage as they burned
the buildings where the Indians had 1lived, the bridge on the road in
the canyon and the beautiful orchard where we used to gather fruit in
season; apples, pears, peaches, plums, figs, grapes and blackberries.
There was also wild celery, mint and black walnuts. The elements
washed away the road and the terraced gardens.

Before the coming of John Searles in 1862, the oasis was the home
of a family of Shoshone Indians, who later became known locally as the
Searles Lake Indians. When Searles arrived in the valley, the family
consisted of four people; a father, mother, son and daughter. The
son, being the most active, was soon given the name "Copperstain Joe"
by the white men. Later he was to take the name of a white man "Joe
Peterson'" who he worked for and liked. That was a custom of the Indians.
Indian Joe, as we will call him, was a cousin of Indian George Hansen
who lived at another oasis, Warm Springs in the Panamint Valley.

In 1873, when Searles learned there was a market for Borax, he
formed the San Bernardino Borax Mining Company and built a crude
refining plant on the east side of the dry lake. He also built a
large rock home for his family. The ruins of the home may still be
seen at what was once Slate Range City.

One of Searles' many early day problems was the lack of fresh
vegetables and fruit for his family and employees. So when he found
the little family of Indians living at an oasis with plenty of water
in a nearby canyon, he ran them off and took over. Using Chinese labor,
he terraced the place, planted gardens and put in an orchard. It was
a shabby way to treat the Indians, worse than wounding them in the knee.

Indian Joe and his family didn't take it laying down. They got
even, so to speak, by recuriting their relatives in Death Valley and
Panamint Valley to help them stage a raid. The indians waited until
Searles and his men were away hauling Borax to the coast, to strike.
There were only two people in the camp at the time, a Chinese cook and
Searles' ten-year old son, Dennis III. They saved themselves by hiding
in a cave. The indians burned the camp and the plant and took all the
horses and mules that were left in the corral.

When Searles returned a few days later, he took his best men and
rode hard after the Indians. They were found in the Panamint Valley.
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Firing a few shots at them, the Indians scattered and Searles recovered
his stock. A bloody battle only took place in the imagination of some
writers.

Although some of the older Indians later worked for Searles, a few
of them were afraid of him, including Indian Joe and his sister and his
father, Pete, who did not return to their home on Peterson Creek until
they were sure of Searles' death in 1897.

What the family found when they returned was a far cry from what
Searles had taken away from them. There was a fine orchard, gardens,
Searles' summer home, a few lesser buildings, also a workable irrigating
system and nobody was ever going to take this away from them. It was
all theirs, thanks to the help of the Indian Service.

The family kept the place up and lived well from the sale of fruit
and vegetables to prospectors, miners, the Trona Store and the merchants
at Ballarat. The latter received the produce via the Johannesburg-
Ballarat Stage Line, which Indian Joe put on the stage at "The Tanks"
near Valley Wells.

At the start of World War I, the Solvay Process Company built a
borate plant on Searles Lake at Borosolvay. They had to have potable
water, which they bought from Indian Joe. The water was piped to
Borosolvay. He was paid $100 a month for the water, in cash, a crisp
$100 bill, as that was the way he wanted it. :

To the kids of the valley, Indian Joe was the Pied Piper. When he
came for the water money, he always treated them generously with goodies
from the company store. But they had to follow him out of town to get
the goodies. TO BE CONTINUED.




Curtis Bellows
Photos Courlesy Author

By DOROTHY ROBERTSON

IN SOME of the sleepy little hamlets
oul in the West you can still dig up
surprising stories of a century ago that
have only been partially teld. Such a
one is the bitter }eurl heginning in 1803
between Horace *“Bart” Bellows and
sub-chief Rig I'oot of the Paiutes,

W. A. Chalfant, late historian, news-
paper editor and son of pioneers of the
region, recounts in his Story of Inyo,
many of the events connected with Bart
BRellows. .

The feud itself and its consequences
are known today to less than a handful
of people. George Rrown of Qlancha, Cal-
ifornia, a village at the southern end of
Owens l.oke, told me nhe had known old
Bart when he (George) was a hero-
worshipping youngster and had been
given the historic muzzle loader and
powder flosk, George lent me some ald
photographs of the principals, and told
me where to find Curtis Bellows’ grave
in the Soldiers' Cemetery. Curtis was the
innocent instrument of the trouble, and
his death was one of the causes of the-
massacre at Owens Lake.

On July 4, 1862, in answer to the set-
tlers’ request for soldiers, Camp Inde-
Iwn(l(-x:ro was established at Little Pine.
ittle P'ine then became known as In-
dependence.

By the spring of 1863 the Paiules were
sullenly resentful and-beconing hungrier
despite the doling out of fations by the
military. Homestenders were swarming
in, as were prospeclors and miners. The
Indians’ Liest :%m'rhm'i:ik, game ranges, and
fishing streams had heen preempted.
Waorse, the miners were decimating the
yinon trees, source of the Tndians’ prec-
wus winter stiple. These pinenuts were
particalariv rich in nutritious oils, and
up to the coring of the whites, had heen
jesidousty muarded from other tribes, Each
tribe elaimed certain sections of moun-
tain country and established boundaries.

Curtis a*+f Bart Bellows, together with
an old Leyvieod chum named Henry Bad-
ser, had ceme to California to try their
Juck in nmineral-rich Inye County. That

09
s

Horace "Barl” Bellows

spring the Bellows brothers, Henry Bad-
ger, Milton Lambert and two men named
Crohn and Walker, were mining at the
Ida Mine east of Manzanar in Owens
Valley. The men worked in groups or
Ejjiru, for too many lone prospectora were

»ing picked off by the Indinns.

On March 1, Camp JIndependence
authorities noticed that wily old Chief
George had quietly slipped away from
cump after receiving his rations. On
March 2, a band of several hundred In-
dians composed of men, women and chil-
dren, were observed across the river, leav-
ing the valley. i .-

At dusk of March 2, Hiram McDonald

up at Big Pine Creck some fifteen to

twenly miles to the north, was killed by

Indians while his partners, the three .

Ayres brothers, were upstream and out
of sight,

Not long before, some Indians who
had come into possession of while men's
rpuns but were without bullets, had con-
ceived the bright notion of stealing the
lead pipe which supplied the Ida &\mp
with water from a distant spring. This
theft necessituted the fetehing and carry-
ing of water to the camp, which was a
half-mile away. The morning of March
6 had been cold and elear when Curtis
Bellows and Milt Lambert went to fill
their waler bhuckets at the spring.

Lambert had filled his pails and had
started back when n piercing yell whirled
him arounid. He was just in time to sce
his friend and partner fall, mortally
wounded und bristling with arrows. Lam-
hert raced for the cabin, the redskins
in hot pursuit, As he neared the cabin,
Lambert shouted commands as though he

EISUS

were telling his ¢omrades inside of Lhe
danger. He succeeded in fooling the In.
dians who suddenly hesitated, then scat
tered for the safety of the rocky hills,
Lambert raced back to the spring, but

: Curtis was dead. He lost no time heading
. for Camp Independence and help; then he
- gent word to

art Bellows.

R SANWHILE the Alney L. McGee

party, en route to Visalia from
Aurora with a herd of horses, arrivec
at Big Pine Creck. They were horrified

~to find McDonald’s body on the creck
- bank. When many signal smokes were

discovered riging from Fish Springs te
the mouth, they began to put distance Le
tween themselves and the Indians, hut
they were not to escape. A body of red
ekins was advancing up the trail.

Hoping to find safety across the river
the party attempted a crossing but founs
the river at low ebb. Their wagons mire
in the mud and the team had to be cu!
loose. The two women and little girl o
the party were put on horses, the mer
splashing alonpside holding to the manes

von a running fight developed.

Poor Charley Tyler, a Negro, was un
able to catch a mount, and was overtaker
and killed. The low mound just south o
the Los Angeles aqueduct intake neai
Aberdeen is namced Charley’s Butte i
his honor, for that was where he met hi:
death. The McGees reached the fort h:
late afternoon. Bart Bellows had hasienc:
there also, to ride with the avengins
troopers.

At the Ida Camp, Bart knelt by hi
brother's dead body and wept. “An ¢t
for an eye!” he vowed, and promisec
Curtis he'd get every last one of th
bushwhacking redskins. The Indians
naturally, were gone. Bart scouted care
fully for tracks and noliced over ¢
dozen barefoot Erints. One set in par
ticular caught his eye because of it
great size and one missing toe. Whe!
he discovered the prints behind a larg
bush near the spring, and in direct lin
with Curtis’ hody, he knew this Big Foo
was the killer. His arrows had entere
Curtis’ heart.

" Liculenant Doughty led his detail nort

to the Black Rocks stronghald of the In
dians on March 12, and Bart Iellow
apain went along. But the Indians, ove
300 strong and well entrenched. were o
ficult to dislodge. The prudent{ and cut
numbered whites withdrew.

Early on March 19 some thirly-seve
warriors were ohserved heading rou:
single file from Chicf George's raneian
on George's Creek, between Indepindes
and Lone Pine. Captain Ropes, in com
mand of the fort, guessed Liey mipht L
going to intercept James White, muitrid
from Visalia. He =ent  Licut
Doughty with twenty soldiers to folla
them. Many armed civilians joined th

Truc Wes
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'deadly duel that wouldn't end 'til the quiver was empty, the

shiot pouch was cmpty—and one or both meo were dead . . .

HUSELE  TOAD

small force and troiled the Indians
through the Alabama Hills, catching up
with them in the afternoon at a ravine
near Cottonwood Creek, five miles south

of the head of Owens Lake. A fight lnst- -

ing some four hours ensued, after which
the Indians were driven into the icy
waters,
The eseuping
a strong wim?
moon,
bobbed about on the surface, The whitea
established a cordon along the shore,
then settled down to wait for morning.
'E‘hi:-t{—thme badies washed ashore that
prisly dawn, but one Indian was seen
racing west for the mountaing, making
Jderisive pestures at the furious whites
who had discovered his escape too late,
Later Bart found a peir of water-
inged moceasins by bare footprints alon
‘Yo gouthern shore. Furiously, he note
tell-tale missing tee. Big Foot!
Friendly Indians later told Bart the
penegarde sub-chief had boasted to “tame”
Indians how he had escaped the whites.
He had sabmerged bLeneath the waters,
breathing through a hollow tule stalk,
and so made his way safely to a hidden
place by the shore.

ON APRIL 13, 1863, Big Foot and his
men  killed three miners and &
woman, burned the cabin of the Combina-
tion Camp over in the Panamint Moun-
tains, thea fled.

Various hit and run outbreaks occurred
at seattered outposts, but on the whole
the Indinn population had, as one old-
timer put it, “iseed the light and settled
down.'

Almost two years later, January 1,
1865, the rcnegades snealed back into
Owens Valley and attacked the lonely
wny station at Haiwri Meadows. Mrs.

swimmars, hampered by
oml revealed by a full

McGuire and her little son, Johnny, were-

killed. Mr. McGuire had gone to Lone
I'ine for materials,

Now the entire Valley was up in armas.
A punitive force rode to Haiwai, tracked
the footprints, and found the trail split.
One =et of tracks had gone southwest

toward the Kern River Trail; the other, .

showing some ten Indian footprints, went

north and east toward a large Indian
camp on the northeast shore of Oweny .

Lake.

Late on the night of January 6, ap-’
thirty-two incensed civilinns, -

vmxim:m-ll)'

‘lermined to end these ambushes for

sod, rode to the Indian camp. Snow-.

muffled the horsemen’s sp;;lmach no that
the entire camp was caught asleep and

cut down 28 they rushed from their wick- .

iups.

the innocent Indians there wamm killed.
For years thervafter the txibe
=:¥ler find deliant.

were easily picked off as they |

For the crimes of the ten who had .l
sneaked into camp, over three-fourths of

i
i

In 1870, Bart Bellows filed a preemp-
tion claim on Haiwai Meadows. Stages
and freighters stopped at his way station,
fer Owens Valley was beooming, Later
Bart imported around 8,000 Angora goals
and Haiwal became known a3 the Goat
Ranch.

As for Big Foot, the Valley knew him
no more.

ONE day while Rurt was out hunting
along the Sierra foothills iwest of
the present Dunmovin, he hecame aware
of fresh, barefoot prints going up a can-
yon toward tim}mr?ine. Something about
the outsize prints caused him to bend
closer, examining them. Suddenly his
heart began to pound. There was one
missing toel His brother's killer, Big
Foot, was near at hand!

For hours Bart trailed the Indian, gun
ready. He was a good hunter anda tracker,

Curtis Bellows lies in the Old Soldiers
Cemetery at Independorce, California. The
date on the tombslone (below) is in er-
ror; it should be March 6. 1863. Guorge
Brown (right) of Olanche, Califormnia. with
the musile loader given him sixty years
ago by Bart Bellows.

Courtesy of Harry Greanmun
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and he wis sure he had nat alerted his
quarry. He knew too, his firsl shot st
tell, And then he saw his enemy, face
to face! .

One startled glanee, ana the Tralian
was nff. Barl had not been quick enough,
It was a cendly game of Bide and seck,
The Indian was sharel, powerful, with
enormous splayed Teet, He carricd 1 bow
and a quiver of arrows. The men zig-
zagzed through the piaon pincs, dodging
behind the trunks for cover, Several times
arrows slammed ioto the ln'ut--cting tree
trunks, pinning Bart’s clothing to the
bark.

Then Tix TFoot raced fur the dubious
safety of it lone pine neur the center of
a small flat. There was no place else to
FO.
Bart was in a better position, hut Rig
Foot kept hite pinned bohind o tree. Cau-
tiously Le turned sideways, to minimize
his hulk, holding the muzzle louder at the
ready. At the first chanee, he must shoot.
Time had run out,

-And then Big Foot, impatient, leaned

out to sce why the white man was so

uiet. It was now or never, Daliberately,
art aimed and fired. Curtis’ murder was
finally avenged.

For forty years Barl Bellows ranched
at Haiwai, emploving Indian labar, Then,
in the carly 1900s, Bart zold out. He
moved to Long Beach where he died at
age eighty-two. ’

In pioneer times, Indianz who warked
for white ranchers and lived on their
property more often than not took their
employers’ names. In lLone Pine today,
there are still a number of Indian fam-
ilies who bear the unlikaly name of
Bellas—a derivative of Bellows,

Courtesy Author
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BURRELL C. DAWSON
P. 0. BOX 794
LONE PINE, CA 93545

One of the undersigned (VSY) discovered numeTous rock
piles in the Alabama Hills while making s botanical survey.
These sre a couple miles west of Lone Pine in the Owens
Valley, Inyo County, California. These piles lsasy on e
eentle east sloping smell alluvial fan at the east base
of the Hills & little north of Hoodlem Peak.

The piles very in size from two to six feet in length
and width and about a foot or so in heighth, Shepes vary
from elongated or oval to nearly round. Some have s
depression in the center and some seem to have other
peculiarities. Sizes shown on the attached map are more
or less averaged.

It is obvious that the piles are not the result of
netursl geologic action, but are men made. The overall

ares throughout their occurence is considerable, sbout
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1000'" by 1200' in the southerly ares and 900! by 1500' in

the northerly, or 27 acres snd 31 acres respectively,

Although there appears no pattern when viewed on the
ground, we surveyed the location of each -plle and produced
the attached map from the dats. Still no ‘pattern is
apparent to us, BUT;R%L B%XD/;&SON

LONE PINE, CA 93545

It is not known whether the labor to produce thes
piles is aboriginal Or modern, and no reason for their
existance is evident. An older local resident thought
they might have something to do with the ILos Angeles
Acqueduct construction., We investigated two other sreas
sugegested by the locsl resident, the ares between the |
north end of the Alsbams Hills and Hogback Creek, snd: also
Joe White Canyon. No piles were found.

In order to srrive at knowledgeable bssed opinions
we are sending copies of this.letter ena map to researchers
in archeology snd related fields. Ve would particularly
like to determine if this site is aboriginal or modern,

Copies to ---

—~1. Dr, E. I. Davis, Great Besin Foundstion,

-2, Nsncy Yeterson V.alter,




e T e g e YN et
‘f ‘ .
el ""1‘

¥ s Y - . - =
3,7 " wesT £ 0% NORTH ON QUaD UBENWESD

o YA TR A

fi el i
| MS P
|

i

f ﬁl

| £

|

|

! j

‘ -

| | |
F J,-"'J e _f:, Ay f’f/f
| f‘ )

B T DY P Te

L PEAK

PHeres BY ANN YepEs & MNARGHRET DAwSoN

Mil

/
CrRNYor RIS RICK



i e w ek prad wsh o sy

s e e ] I

5

[}
H
£

]

¥

’

1

H

H

3

}

*

?

[TENeE Sea

i Sy

—— —— o
e e T o

CANY o KIMROCK

ML

i
W‘ et
o il

BURRELL C. DAWSON
p. O, BOX 794

LONE PINE,



438

E-S5-=58"

Vsy
S *“*“‘}\ /4()/
Rpme—g MSD
McR ECD

-q-85




437
§-7-85
VSYy
Ay
MS R
BL7

) . .

W SECE TR3IS R3ZE

QUAPL LITTLE LARE CRLIE J7F0
PHOTES BY AN YEPER & MERGAHARET P e S i

L1 7T TLE LAKRE



AMEE T FT7LLST

avses, ngo“?l? ?c: j
wostva 9 T ’
|
:
,»
|
]
:
S g - é B 9 ‘_:
¢ 28 |
gsW 2'
Aot
ASh



\




4 4R

N e . ik o

£-9-85
y Sy
<X
/150
B b



/
{
é ?-Q‘.;:
( V'S
\ N SD
B C 2

EURRELL C. DP\WSON
p. O BOK 194

LONE pidE, chn 9

)T T L L
Sy e o



R A
YRR Ty B B RS Y B
sy e S LEIM & arig

~ ~ - . 1
2 LSTOS pml NI

'; !

1 BN - Y TN/ (//(
v . y v - i 2 ; “ S N e g eb H v 7N

o "A fA h -‘/ 7 / _(’ //‘. \)/ () /‘ :-) 'r.'I /’ 7 /‘ Ps 7 ("‘,’ / Ul 1/ // Yo ,‘, ,/ Vd (/




G¥SED e} 3Nd AN
a0 0

NGSP«WG ’

g2 4
a5 L/

ADY

e 7

HE

(s T
T j ."“-./'/ .'i’,/ s
Fot { kS




_459

xeroxed from "Keport on the .zound kExploratiors of the
'uresu of Lthrology" Smithsoniarn Institution 1864

Loudor Courty, State of Yennecsscee

THED BAT CRETR MOUNDS,

Two miles helow Morganton, on the west side of the Little Tennessee
tiver, Bat ereck joins this stream, Both above and helow the mouth of
this ereck there is o pretty level valley, extending back from the river
at some points ladf o mile to the base of the steep hills which border it,
Immediately in the angle where the ereek Joins the river is a compara.
hively Large mound, and on the opposite or west side of the ereck are
two other mounds (Nos. 2 and 3). The first is on the hottom land, the
others on a level terraee some 20 or 30 foet higher than the first bottom
or lowest valley Jevel; the Tatter are about 100 feet. distant from one
another, measnring from center to center.

These (No. 14 on PL XXV) are on land owneld by My, M. M. Tipton,
but are dilfercut fron those previously mentioned, which are about ©
miles farther np the viver,

Mowmd I, measaring 108 feet in dimueter and S feet in height, was
composed wholly of very dark soil, eontaining o great many small shells;
these were in fact so abundant in places as to present the appearance
of a sbell heap,  This condition continued to the depth of 34 feet to a
layer of hard yellow sand: under this the remainder of the mound to
the original surfice, except a central, ¢ivenlar area 2 feot in dimmneter,

392

consisted of dark carth simikir to that of the top layer. The central,

circular core consisted of a series of burned clay beds or hearths, alter-

nating with Jayers of coalsand ashes.  These extended downward from

the layer of yellow sand 1o the bottom of the mound. A few charred

animal bones occurred in some of the layers of ashes; nothing else of : '
interest was observed.

On the east side of the river, directly opposite this mound, is an
ancient villuge site where the soil is very dark and has scattered through
it in abundance specimens of broken pottery, tlint chips, aud other evi-
denees of oceupaney. Tnoseveral pluces little civeles of burnt stones
niy be seen lying on beds of ashes.

On mound 2, 44 feet in dinmeter and 10 feet high, stood a black-oak
tree 3 feet in diamceter. It was composed throughout of hard red clay,
At the depthoof 34 feet was the skeleton of an adult in a lorizontal
position, with the head cast and the arms close by the sides. The eartl
immediately abont the bones was ot o davk grecnish color and abont
the breast were two metal huekles, one of them having a frarment of
leather or hide still adlieringe to it. On the leg bones were still to be
seen fragments of buckskin and a metal batton, the Latter sticking fast
to the bone,



Whether or not this was an intrusive burial could not be determined,
though the uniform composition of the monud and the size of the oak
growing above scems to be against this supposition; nevertheless, the
further discoveries made show that it wis subscquent to the origina)
burials and not in aceordance with the original plan,

At a depth of adittle over 4 teet, and immediately under this skele.
ton, the top of a stone wall was reached; this was fouud by further
excavition to bea vault 8 fect square, built up of rough, thit limestone
rocks to the height of 5 feet above the oviginal soil on which it rested,
Ou the iuside, about Lall way down, were seven skeletons, numberad,
for convenienee, 2,3, 4,5, 6, 7, and 8. No. 2 was the sheleton ar o
child, hovizontal, with the head to the cast; Noso dand 4 lying together
with the head northy one of which was a0 child’s skeloton, with sl
beads about the head; No<. 5 and 6 were in oo sittinge posture in the
northeast corner, and around the neck of one were nny small shells
and large shell beads; Noso 7and 8 were Iving in the center with the
heads close together and erushed by Jarge tlat stones which Liy un
them. Nothing more was found in this vault until the bottam waa
reached, where nive more skeletons were discovered, muel; decayed, and
Iving in adl dirvections, seemingly thrown in without ANy Gire,

Mound 3 was of small size, measaring but 23 teet in dinmeter and 5
feet in height. Some Large sassalras trees were standing on i, amd the
owner, M, 'l‘ipion, stated that he had cut trees from it forty years u
and that it had been covered by o cluster of trees snd REARevines as
long o as the oldest settler in the locality could recolleet. At gl
time the excavation was made there was an old rotten stump yet on

393
the top, the roots of which ran down to the skeletons, It Wils com-
posed througlout, except about the skeletons at the bottom, or hard
red clay, withont any in(licutiunsul'.\'tr;ltilic;ltiun. Nothing of interest
was discovered until the bottom was reached, where nine skeletons were
found lying-on the original surfiace of the ground, surrounded by dark
colored earth.  These were disposed as shown in Fig, 272, ._\'n. ]
lying at full Iength with the head south, and close by, parallel with it
but with the head north, was No. 2. On the sume level were .\q-w-n‘
others, a1l lying close side by side, with hewds north el in o line, AN
were badly deeayed,  No relies were found witl any bhut No, 1

. e
diately under the skall and B bones of which were two coppe

e



lcls,:mcngr:u’cdstuuv,
a small dvilled fossil,
4 copper bead, a bone
implement, and  somc
siall piceesof polished
woud. The earth abont
the skeletons was wet
nnd the picces of womd
sult and colored green
by contact with the
vopper bracelets,  The
briacelets had Leen
tolled in something,
probably bark, whicl
ctimbled away whey
they were taken ount,
The engraved stone
lay partially under the
bhack part of the skull
awd was struck by the
steel proadused in prob.

Fio, 272, Horizontual weetion, Bat ereck mouml, No, 1, Loudon
county, Tenueaace,

. This stone is showy iy Yig.
are beyod question letters of the

imventad by George Guess or Se

Iazl,
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j , June 16, 1985
|

l

-,_."",_u«-u__lf Dear Mr. Martin, e : —
'l Thank-you for your prompt reply. My mother, who is presently staylng with

gl my sister in Sebastopol was really quite pleased to hear from you and asked
I
——— ——-m——-'j me to at-least send you these snapshots.

——— e R e —

! The site is hazily descrlbed on the flrst rage of '"Truckee -- an illustrated
hlstory of the town and itd~ surroundings' by Joanne Meschery. It'g a “book, 1978,

o comsumo S : :
‘i Our experience is that you go along the shore road of Donner Lake until you

! get to the western end from which rises the old Donner fass road. Youtake
———————=———-—~¢ it about 2¥ miles until there is a\place where often rock climbers test their-——

| skills 50 on a summer week-end You will see them practising on the rocks,

' Also off to the left up the slope a bit you see a train trestle and snow-ghed,

; “And you see remnants of the even older &han o0ld car road over Donner Pass.
4 Park along old Donner Pass road and at first you will have to climb down teo
f the left and then up about 45 feet and on the slightly sloping granite, there,

; you will see petroglyphs. My mother, never too great on her feet ’ but at
_— w———m—u——q 73 was ale to manage the walk so it is definitely do-able., We finally had—
' I to ‘call the author of Truckee to find the site the first time because her

f description in the book is rather vague. But the above directions are ones

; we find work for us.

—— = e - — — —

Mother has taken her children when they were young and then when they were dl
y not S0 young on many a petroglyph hunt. I'd hate to say how many times I've
e - been up and down Martis Valley- 1ooking for- "the petroglyph site™, If I'm —
__; not mistaken, my mother has teken me to see the petroglyphs at Meadow Lake.
She first read about these on page 233 of Sierra-Nevada Lakes by George and
I ”"_Bliss HAinkle., And we have been to tHE‘VarEi‘Eack;‘*“‘ETEEH"EEii‘frbm‘yoﬁ?"'
. letter that you, your wife, and my mother are definitely fellow travelers, —  — -

I must admlt I'm not but appreciate those who are,

1___.

|
— Do keep in tOUC!T,‘-_ T

S Tty

; Kay Clegg for Mrs. Harding Clegg
j . 1808 Morley y, ay

SB—L_ Lo
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June 16, 1985

———————ft-Dear Mr. Martin, s S — - -
| Thank-you for your prompt reply. My mother, who is presently staying with

——— e

my sister in Sebastopol, wag really quite pleased to hear frou you and asked

% me—to'at’least’send-you these-snapshotso T
| |

a! The site is hazily described on the first page of "Truckee ~-= an 1llustrated

I — | history of the town ang 1t4 surroundings by Joanne Meschery. Itig a book, 197!
oo =
| Our experience is that you go along the shore road of Donner Lake until you
' get “to ‘the westetn-end from which-rises the old Donner fass road, fouthe
-——;——*————hm—-! it about 2% miles until there is a\ place where often rock climbers test theip —
J_skills 80 on a summer week-end you will see them practising on the .rocks,
| Also off to the left up the slope a bit you see a train trestle and snow-ahed,
“_"h"h‘_‘_*__J And you see remmants of the even older than old car road over Donner Pass,
1_Park along 0ld Donner .Pass _road and at firast you will have to climb down. to
i the left and then up about 45 feet and on the slightly sloping granite, there.

o
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A~ ' you will gee petroglyphs, My mother, never too great on her feet , but at
— -u 73 was aile- to manage the walk so it is definitely do-able, We finally had— -
‘ I to call the author of Truckee to find the site the first time because her

' description in the book is rather vague, But the above directions are ones

e # we find work for us. ] ) o

e e W s ion s o . — 5 . F— EE e S

Mother has taken her children when they were young and then when they were Al
o q not so young on many a petroglyph hunt. I'd hate to say how many times I've
i been up and down Martis Valley looking for- "the petroglyph site™, If I'm —
J not mistaken, my mother has teken me to see the petroglyphs at _Meadow Lake. _
| She first read about these on rage 233 of Sisrra-Nevada Lakes by George and
SR — .BIIss Hinkle. "And ‘we have been to the Verdi rock, T can tell from your
— letter that. you, your. wife, and my mother. are definite1y~fellow«travelers;-—

1T must admit I'm not but appreciate those who are.

=
|
|

Do keep- o towehy5— — - ———

R
o
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|
|
|

= s} R
|
|
|
|
|

Kay Clegg for Mrs, Harding Clegg _ ~ : sos
1808 Morley Way

Santa Rasa o~ &
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Photo courtesy of Peggy Barr

Hyeroglyphics near Rock Creek reveal ancient messages. This photo was taken in 1884 and is part of the E._A.N.,col-l_ec-
tion.
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