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Cemmanding Ufficer
Arny Alr Base
March Field, California

Dear Siv:

This is to certify that while alone on May 4, 1942, from the
nrit of “"pealk 13, 30", (hldd it.) some ten miles scuthwest in an airline

fwom Big flne, using my binocculars, I discovered the U.S. Army plane lost
on December 12, 1942, On the following day, accompanied by Albert Bergen,

brother-in-law of one of the occupznts of the plane at the time of the
crash, I went to it. Vie found that it lay some 250 vertical feet above a
. lake 11,000 feet above sea level, a few hundred feet below the mouth of

a chute running up the northwest face of Birch Vountain which rises preci-
pitously to its summit 13,660 feet. Although in a very badly broken con-
“dition, the body of the plane was held together by cablés. Un either side
and above it, strewn about both on the snow and on the slide rock from
which the snow had slresdy disappeared, distributed fan-wise, was a great
deal of badly broken debris. Perhaps fifty yards above the wrecked plane,
the body of one of the occupants of the plane was beginning to appear
above the surface of the snow.

A ‘few days later 1 discovered that the plene had struck a rocky
- rib between two chutes, at an elevation of some 12 800 feet. Fromthe rib
it had rolled into the chute to the east of it and had continued down the

latter to its eventual stopping place at the time, or went only part way
and was laber carried the rest of the way by snowslides which during the
_winter from time to time sweep down such coulees. At the time of the
finding of the plune, except for a short stretch almost reaching up the
chute and a drop of some 200 feet near its mouth, from two to twelve fest
or more of snow lay on its floor, Debris from the plane lay scattered on
the surface of the snow and buried beneath it 212 the way from the point
of impact to the lake, & distance of at least 1500 vertical feet.

Two bodies lay partially exposed on the crest of the rib slightly
below the point where the plane had crashed., Those of the rest of the
" occupants of the plane had apparently been hurled from it into the chute
or had been carried down it and thrown from the plane at varying distances.
The problem of finding these was further complicated by the fact that
during the winter, with the possible exception of the last 500 feet, numbers
of snowslides had gone down the coulees, shot over the drop near the lower
end of the latter, and debouched fan-wise from its mouth on the slope cbove
the lake. Whether some or all of the remaining bodies had been carried
down by the slides to the slopes there was no way of knowing. Eventually
five of them were found buried at various depths, all in slide snow
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within about a hundred yards of the wrecked plane, Apparently they had
been picked up at various times somewhere along the chute and carried
down by the ‘chute and cut its mouth onto the slope.

The finding of the 1a,t remaining body was somewhat.of a problem.
Bventually it wes discovered in & chute zdjoining the one down which the
plane had come; whether the body had been hurled ac¢ross the intervenin?

_rocky rib and then cerried some distance down by snowslides is & questlon.

: it the time of the discovery of the wrecked plgne, with the ex-
céption of these, the bodies of its occupanis were buried deeply beneath
the snow, where-—- no one knew. There was no way of expediting the finding
of Lhcm, except perhaps by pﬂob1ﬂ~ and this althoush it might have re-

‘sulted in the retrieving of several of them scmehwat, sooner then they
would have appeared above the snow, would not have resulted in the reecovery
of all of them any sooner. lone of the bodies buried under the snow: wel
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exposed more than two days before being discovered. They were found whers §
only a hand or a foot protruded above the snow. . , B

There is reason Lo bell

killed almost instantly.:

sve that every person on the plane wais

The lake near which the plane ldy 15 so difficult of access that
‘only a few hunters and fishermen visit it during the year and perhaps.I am
the cnly person who has climbed the northwestern face of the peak previcus
to the wreck of the pitane. A4ppzrently no one ci 3¢ had been on its sumnii,
(Signed)
NORMAN LL:
Member of American Alpine Club
B i 6 8 e e S g e e
v ILLIQN C, ‘Vﬂﬁfi
. Major, Air Corps,
Commanding Recovery Detachment



