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bas ssused serious moral treubles, and ths resultant living eecditions bave
boon bad. Bowever, at the plesent time, % administrutien is enguged im
re-arranging the houaing P, and 1% is planned o witimatsly sllew sash
fanily % bave & priwmte ; ¥

| O3 CETATY

; HR. NIKLSEN is in elarge of this division. Bo wen formsrly
an Olympis champion, and has, for many years, worked in varieus toys'. elubs.
The only fault to be feund with Er. NIELSEN 18 the fact that he places $o00 mmeh
stress upon organised reareation, and in sames instances $he Japensse would mmsh
Father engage in sotivities without the fosling that they were being regimenbed
into it. Bowever, the recreation program has worked out more eor less satis-
fastory, ahtough there are many problems. There is mo structure i whieh
movies may be showm, exsept ths various mess halls. As a pesult, eely s fow
people are permitted to pee amy moving pleture at ene time. Therv is also a
Beed for & danca hall in the eenter.

The following forms of recrvation bave so far been oot uwp in the
Center; PFPine Arta eowrses) evening reereation; golf slud; softball eourts;
basketball ecurts; sewing for old ladies; flower making; Judo gromp; drafting,
wooderaft; puppetry; leathsr work, sarpentry, kmitting; landscaping and garden-

. ]

FIELI Al

B MEERTTY stated that his philesoply in the mamagement of an evaocustim
o7 ssxnter, f8 to prepare ths evaouess to taks & poziticm im scolety after the war,
e and that he felt that many of ths above would materially assist the Ja se in
= this respest,
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6. NTLOCATION Lo
S g e This Depa-tment is wnder the @irectiom ef Nr, WAL TR
and the progrsm at the present ime is gaining momentum.” There are now betwses
twelve and fifteen Japancse Amerieans being relooated daily. The W, R, A. 4s
epening am effice in Chiscago for the purpose of seouriag jobs for those im-
dividuals who wish 0 relocate im the Middle West. As an example of the work
of the Relcoatien Pivisien, 4t was pointed eut that mdvertisements are being
made to svoure mmployment for former Terminal Island fishermen in the fisking
industry, on the Orest lakes. WNr. E2ATH was formerly in ths Exployment Cepart-
ment at Manganar, before which time, be wes in the Baployment Division ef the
Btate of Montans as & eertifying officer. Yhe W. B. A, bas sugzestsd that the
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matter of relocation be wnder the Employment Divisienm, 'hut nm‘rr l.nl »ot
spprove ef $his prossdure, because bs feels thet it ealls fer Swo differemt

viewpoints, and for that resson, he has meds relooation o saparats department
e§ Nansapar, y 2

B EPLOTMERT

- ji:
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JLLYR iz §hs bead af the Beployment Department.-
MILIFR was fermerly ecnnected with the State Relief Administration, and is
dosoribed by MERRITY as being "steeped in the Oovermor OLEEY $ype af intrigue®,
BEFRITT stated thet MILIER has attemptsd $o bulld his ewr politiesl erganisa-
tion in Mansapar, end fer that reason, MARRITT is going to request his dis-
migsal. NILIFR has sharge of all of the femily records in the Cezter, As an
exauple of NILLRR'a inafficiency, MEFRIZT eited that thore are presently
forty-tw boys employed by the Mansavar Fost Offiee to deliver mai}, buwt that
the Fostmaster, Mr. DEPUTY, bas resently docided that be meeds enly sixteen
boys. It is therefore mecessary that employment bs found for the boys who
wili“be 1st eut of their positions, and although requasted by NLEEKITT to do
80, MILIE? bas been mnable to find any employment for them.
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1. BERIOR AIMIONIETRATIVE OFFICER

This position 18 held ¥y EDNIN PER. Mr. BOOPSR bms
besn in Oo-nr-nt servies for tenty-4hres years, most of which was spent in
ths Indian Servics. Be has a thoreuzh knowledge of persomnsl, property ecmtrol,
eost Bscouwrting, procursment, warehousing, budget, and fimance, WOOPEZE is well
asquainted in California, and bas & perfect sivil servics record. At the pres-
ent time, be {2 reorganising the warshouse system. Nr. BOOFER's wife i
Direotar MERRITTI's privets ssorevtary. NOOPCR was deseribed hy MXRRITY as
being the most able man en his staff,’

r, IWXIRITT pointed
ts in the men whe
ot Dirvetor wnder

In somection with the aduinistrution of the €
cut that, since its fmception, the ter bas been wnfo
are in thlrp. He stated that MR IRIOGS, the first Pro
We €Co Co A., wus an able man, but that his successor, EASTI, also under
W. Co C. 4., wbo was in sharge from Bey, 19L2, %o 8o r, 132, md ne
ability aleng the lines essary to properly mot as Direstor of an sevasua-
tion sentar. ¥When the W, R, A, Sook aver, for a time NX. COYFELY wns mmda
ssting Projest Direetor. [Eowever, shis was enly temporary, and for that resscn,
COVERLY was mot in a poaifjon %o make any permanent mdjult—-ntt or plans.

The same was true for Mr mlI.L. who succeeded OOUYRRLY.
7\

MEREITT stated that sinoe he, MEXRITY, I:-ﬁ bean appointed permapent
Preject Direotor, b was going ahead and mr;ln!.u the Center.
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» Who wms fermerly with the So!l &:ucmtl.m

8ble ead skillful man. Me bus a)ao been smployed for & mmber

eme of the larger fruit er wegetable pobsrs in Southars Califormis
eapasity, he wms $he superviser of a thousand asre ramch.

To &ate, thore bas been 1ittle trooble with tha evacoess
euployed in agrieultmrs. For the most part, they are hard-sorkin: and som-
sofentious individuals. At the present time, it is FPlammed that 300 ssres

" will be placed under eultivation in the soming ssason, from whish it §s hoped
&0 obtain emeugh vegetadles to sarv for all of the mseds of Mansarar during
She season, During the past year, vorwiables of the walue of $10,000.20 wers
prodused. The amount ef land placed under sultivetion will depend largely
wpon what Armungements san be mads for the seouring of water for irripation,
This problem has Bot yet beer worked eut,

MRRRITT stated that, in ecmnection with the agriculturs] prograa,
be bas been eonsidering a plan for raising spproximately 12,000 chickens in
the Center, introducing plgs and dairy berds, and ralsing besf eattle. T
date, this is 811 in the formative stages, and po definits sotion bas been
$aken. There mare slso at Mansarar, MFEPITT stated, pear aad ap-le trees
which have besn peglected for a mmmber of years., It is hoped, however, that
during the eoming season, 10,000 lugs of pears mnd apples will barvestsd.

K. PFUELIC WORDS = s

: ; Thie divisien {s under the santrol of XY, formerly
of the Indian gervice, who 1s an irrigetien enginesr, Ammy énginesr, and sivil
snginesr. BRN-svrved in the World War, MEREITT stated that he had formerly

. bad some 4iffersnses with BROWN, but these hawe mow beex 8djusted, and e a ¢
the present tims feels that BROKK s ens of Als most capable asaistants, Be
Temirked thrt on Decamber &th, wder BROWX's diresticn, the lights, mter,
boeting, and sewage dopartments were bapt operating, and the 350 Japansss

1 éngaped in this work ha stayed en the o), £ e ;

= i o .

il S

L. FDZ DERXNCNT | ? s

s rniﬁmn, formerly @ Captain in the Los Angeles Pire De-
q" )
(354 partaent, is in eharge of the Fire Depariment. Thers s & decided leck of
A equipoent in the Center, considering the fire hasards presented by the wooden
a5 , _ -‘f
£ ' MTIA )
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h.r'..”rttr-tlr‘l &tth-mnttu- thore h nlymﬁﬂ.n;iu
-im the Center, besides which, thars are ens or mers fire extingulsbers ia
esch building. ERIRITY l‘ht&d that HANN bas done &n exvellent Jeb im Moléd-
ing fire drills and erganising fire ervws and fire wardens in eseh hlsek.
Eeweover, the fire will alvays bo § sericus prodlem in the Cemter.

N. INDUS L SECTION ; v .

I.i‘{mmmn and MR, WAPTEIRZ supsrvise the Industrial
Bootion. - The following projests were earried on wndsr their supsrvisisa;
. 1. Clothing factory, employing 150 people, emguged in patters
maYing, eutting, and sewing. It 1s planmed that 50 people will be traimed
each thirty days in this factory. The articles prodused will be seld te
o residents whrough the steres ia the Center.

£. The Pean Bprout Projest, 1In this Project, mam are belng
frained in the prodostion &f bean sprovts, for which there is a large
oemmoreial damand,

3. Toy faskory. Prom serap lwmber in the Center, boys are
boing male, which are being distributed o the pupils ia the Cemter Bebools.

S e ' lmiumﬂxwﬂrlh’mhnmund. ey
5. hmhu;tniﬂhzhurkor tn-nﬂhr ﬂpnlr-l
mmfasturing. .

6. . A @isk mmPasturing projest has boen started, ands serale
plaxt 1a being aet uwp, 80 mks Xitshemware from materials which, for the
most part, are readily svailable at the Center. This kitchernware is pres-

AL ontly in great demand, becauss of the scarvity of materials, amd it is
7 plamned en turning oct ten e twenty poplc each linlt; ‘s;rl who are sapadle
SRR T
X e i ) = oy . ’-_ :_:'.
L e \Ye .l -ttnn Mr,r h ,mnu; tputh;- ST 1 -

AOET d : " Ia .m-'tl.- i‘lth the l&-w 'rujcrh MERRITY utltd that all &f
: \ho matarisls being produced are waed in the Center at the present tims, but <
}'. that an attempt is being mads %o develop 8 mall erder business threugh the
4 esoperative enterprises, and it s hoped that, in the fwture, any surplus
| § geods produoced will be 801d to the genersl public, the prosesds going te
the Cernter residents.

e e
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All o the putomobiles @nd trusks im the Canter are banmdled

" %y & Cacessian dispateher. These wohinlag are drivem by Japanese. Ecwever,
i.lthoomtithnmuryf-rwd'ﬁ—’hhnﬂncﬁ-r,lmnnm
Sooampanies the wehisle. Yhere is & Qswsesion orew of Beshanies employed by
&k Motor Pool, it baving been feund thet the Jupaness sarmst be doponded
wpon in an emergensy. MENRITY stated tdat after Imocembsr 6th, 1t md bomm
found that Shree ef the Conter truwoks had mdcesmntably broken dewm, emd it
was belisved that they had been sabotaged by $he dapansse mechanies employed
on the Motar Posl. i 5

EIXRITT gtated that, sinse December 6th, he had attempted te
meke the Caucasian §eotlon of tha Camp entirely indspendszt ef the Japanese,
and ag & result, that arva 4» indgpandant insofar as food, sutamobiles, semmge,
Light, and housing are eoncermed. Be poinmted out that in the event ef mother
riot, 1t will e posaible to shut off all lighting, sewage, and eless all of
She mess balls in $he Jupaness area, and still met affest tis Cavoaslian arva.

0. BB
!

Yhe hoad of the Mess Bection is JOT TIFEXSTIR, formerly em-
ploysd by the Bcats Melief Agministration. WIBCEESTER is desaribed as 8 geod
buyer and adainistrator, and the feod st the Cector, althourh mot fasey, is
wholesoms and pubstential, e =

T™he wmait scet of meals in the Gemtar is, at the presmt time,
L1f eents por day. Btriet efforte %o keep within tie rationing requlrementa
have boon made.

- -t

: , RERRITY pofnted eut that there bave been wery few scmplaiats
fml-h-.v-‘mlhutt food in the OCerber. :

P. issmrom poseor pmserw . L <o
roove oo e, wxofCAPEELL, fermerly employed by the Indian Bervics,

was, up mtil recently, ‘the Assistant Project Birector. KTRRITT stated tiat
CAXTBILL was young and lacked experience and maturity of Juipwnt, and sa n
result, had bean respansidle for some of the dissension in the oanp, CAMPRELL
45 wo longer at the Center, Maving recently been transferyed to the ¥. X. As
FProperty Departasnt at gan Pransisec. !

The present Assistant Project Director is BO: RRONY, who,
althouzh yeung, 18 very eapable. EROWY s & greduats of the [niversity eof
- Beuthern California, and while a student, ran the student exployment service

o aytprir T'."""-':“
as TUNTANL 20398
Tk ot s bt e i eI G \ ,

-._"_1-7:.,-‘--,-“; SR A e ST
PR STy e e R T AL AR
. o il L LE LU -



RS PR S I | SRS T sy O e g we g S L BRSPS PR S Y S e

S

F 4 . . oy :
" LI ( 4
A o™

* '+ MEMO FOR INSPECTOR M. k. OURNEA

INTEFEAL SECTRITY J - ALIEX E¥FXT CO

X¥; SUKVEY OF MAXKZAWAR EZLOCATION crnnwn&g“}' B{Y\P—&

- at the University. Ns is interveted in music, and at ene time, was engaped
in bookiny bands and othsr entertaimment. In this somnection, lw bas besn
- employed by the Olympic Games Committes Im Los /mgeles and the Teurnamemt &f -~
Boses in Pusadena, Be woa formerly the lsadsr of an orchestra, but gave this
up to booome a pohooltsacher at Big Pins, California. Ne was formerly employed
during susser vacations at Tosemite Park, as & tour mapager, later besoming
publicity man for the Yosemite Park Service. Be was latsr employed az Pgb-
licity Director for tho Inyo-liono Assooiation, and as & result of his &fforts,
the tourist travel #o Inyo and oro Countiss inoreased €0 Per Cent in two years.
Be was the first employes hired at the Manzanar Reception Center, and wmtil re-
eontl-, held the positien of Publiaity Director there. BHe is ecnsidsred by -
- WCERITT to be an exvcellent eontact man, well scquaintsd with all ef the prominexnt
.. Jupansse in the Oemter, and very able to £ill the positiom of Jasistant Project
Directar, i g f

3

Segarding ‘the piysical set-up of thé Center, MPERITY stated - -
that the 10,000 evacuess are divided up into thirty-six blokks. In emch block,
there are fourtesn barracks, one reersation hall, ops mess hall, ene iroming
room, ene laundry, ope msn's toilet, and one women's tollet, :

Rerarding esploymsnt, NERRITT stated that at the present timse,
. there are L200 worksrs in ths eamp. BEe stated that there are five or six hum-
“'» dred others who are well able o work, but do mot do so. Hs believes that thess
* Pive or six hundred are roughly divided up into the follewing: Two hundred 5
Kibed; 20O Tssel, and 200 young boys. MERRITT sdmitted that thers was mot ' * -
ensuzh sonstructive work in the Center to employ everyome. He stated that
ene of the ressons for this was ths lack af available sgricultursl land,

Both MFERITT and COZZENS then stated that they wighed it wunderstosd
that the Y. R. A. had pever sonsidered Owens Yaslley eas 8 good sits for a re-
losation Center. MERRITT produced figures which showsd that, of -the 10,000
residents in the Center, 6,306 were sviilable fer work and L,25 were now
e working, Be stated that there were 3,621 who eculd bs considsred as mon~ -

' ° employables, : - TR L oW N Yom o
. -y 5 = 7 . 5 =+ _-‘ = .. o i L .-_. ’.’,.. i 3 g .

7 NEERITT memtioned the recent visit of the Bpanish Consul, FRANCISCO
“ / D'ANAY, following the riot of Descember Gth. D'ANAT cams to Manzamar with & _.

reprssentative of the State Department, end interviewed many of the Jasel
{n the Center. At that time, no one in the ocamp was working, end DUANLY told
WETRITT that the Jasel had advised him that they would return to work only Af
the Spanish Ambassador so directsd., At WERRITT!s sugpestion, D'AUAT telephoned
the Marquip’ D¢ FONTANA, Consular of the Spanish Scbassy in Keshington, snd
= L}
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advised him that ansanar was & good place and that &he Jesel warbed %o keovw
1f they should go badk to werk. According to WERRITT, DX PONTALL stated that
She Ambassador said, "Tell the damn fools %o go back §o work®, D'AXAT is

fhen supposed to have teld ths Issel %o return ®e werk. They did mot fmmedi-
ately return to wrk, hovwever, bectuse whan the Nieel were advised, they statsd
that they would mot immedintely retumn to work, bseanmse if they did, it would
appear that they were sbeying the eorders of the Spanish Comsul. Bewsver, af-
%or waiting tec days, both Issel mnd Hisel returned to work.

Shortly thereafter, a group af the workers approsshed NZRRITT and
stated that they ware going to strile., NEKRITY advised them to go akead, if
they deaired, but t remember that the Spanish Ambasssdor bad %old them %o
worf. As & result, mo strike eccurred. MEERITY pointed evt that the resi-

ésnts of Manzanar frequently sorrespond with the Spaaish Comswnl. & ga
SELATIONSEIP OF ADWINISTRATION AND RESIDENTS ~ —..  — -

EFIRITT and COZITXS worv asked what methods were uwsed to present
%0 the residents the problems esnfromting the W. R. A, COLIEES stated thmt
at the 0ils EBeleocation Center, the Project Pdrestor, twise each month, met
with the City Comnoil and block marmagers, and at these confermnces, sany ef
%he problems were discussed. MEERITT stated that at Eansarar, meetings were
beinz held by the Project Director with the svasuses. Two differeat groups
were being ecmtacted in this sonnestion. Yhe first were the bleek mspagers,
who are elected hy the people, @pproved by the Projest Dirveter, snd paid by
the W, R. A. These block mamagers m=-* with the Projest Direster every Priday,
and dring in questions, which are di: :sed im a2 infermal marmer. The sesond
was the Oroup of 108. This Group is vomposed of three representatives from
sask block, who meet with the Projest Direetor twics ssch month. Thess in-
dividusls are sslected by the pecple, and have mo effieinl reecgnition from
the W, R. A Thess meetings are of & much more formml mature thmn the bloek
mansgers' meotings, and have dsveleped only simoe the rict af December Gth.
Under the Group of 108, there have Desn formed an advisory seamittes baving
nine members, an exesutive sommittes of feur members, and & jwdicial scamittee
of ten members. In eadditiom to the above groups, there is also the Pesoce
Conmittes, which bas been previcusly referred to, snd which is scmposed of
Judoists in the Center. Yhe Peace Committss was formed primarily fer the
. purpose of assisting the interma) police in maintaining law and erder im
the eenter, MERRITT pointed sut that the lsadsrs who are mow developing at
Wenzanar are much stronger than those who were formerly in power, and he fesls
that the Center s now in & much dettsr ecndition than formerly, im that all
of the repressntative groups are agreed on peace and wish mo more riota er

Seatings. L
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* ¢ - RERITY wae then asked poncerming his formsr sllegatisa as 2

beatings had actuwslly resultpd from sontacts had with the Peders)] Burean
of Investigation. He was wmable $o mentien axy, exoept that of FRED TATAML,
(It Bas been previcusly poted that ZAYAMA bas beon premiment in the Jepaness
Amarioan Citisens Lsague, the Anti-ixis Cesmittes, end in publie gtataments
of leyalty.) . T -
Om the fellowing day, Wednesday, Jammry £0, 193, MEERITT was
asked for the mames of those {ndividuals who had been beatsa at Nansamar,
Ee ot Shet time elaimed that these pames were in the possessien of Nr.
TEROCLMORTON, Project sttoroey, who sas pot at that time at the Cantar.
Bo odvised that he would secure tbese pamed and formard them.

I -

A ml.wmmmmmm-uuuumthum-
4iened regurding beatings. They stated that the reocords af the Polise
Department eontained all of the beatings and asts of viclense in the Osmter,
mp to and imcluding Deocember 6th, and they furnished sw=maries of eash of
Shese sasen. They stated that the enly edditional instances which might be
in the possession of THROCKMOKION would be those beatings which bad essurred
einoe Dsoember &th. [It will be moted that a review of these swxmariss of
boatings 8nd thrests at Nenzanar bas boon mds. It does mot appear that smy
of the beatings have eosurred solsly as & result ef eontacts bad with the
Fa B. 1.) / y :

Bespeotfully n‘:-ittd, S
_bq__a/ :

,a-_ ! 'Pﬁill Agent. - ‘ n i -
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Subject: Sepéra£ion of evacuees of doubtful loyélty from loyal

evacuees .Ef%\ 5 HARRY Y. UENO 2 A .
'{‘ X 1085 TASMAN DR. #175 =

\__i .__‘ \ SUNNYYALE,. CA 94089

I, :Policy. . -

It shall be the polizy of the§WarlRelbcatioh_huthority to
place in a separate center those. nersons of Japanese ancestry re-—
siding in relocation centers who by their acts have indicated that
their loyalties.lie with Japan during the present hostilities.

The policy herein announced is not to be considered a sub-
stitute for the policy governing the removal of aggravated trouble-
makers from the relocation center in. which they may reside and
tHeir transfer to the Leupp Center, another relocation center, or
an alien detention camp: and the provisions of Administrative
Instruction No. 95 shall remain in full force and effect. Persons
resident at Leupp Center shall not be-transferred to the Center
designated under Section II of this inétpuction except with the
specific prior approval of the Directory °

II. Desipnation of center for evacuees of doﬁbtful.ioyaltgf'i ',!i}};;

oS e _The Tule Lake Relocation Centér in theé State of California = eSS
~~1is designated as the center which is set apart fer the residence
" '.. of persons of Japanese ancestry residing in relocation centers who
have indicated that their loyalties lie with Japan'during the

et

: present iostilitiés. The center shall hereafter be known as the -
i "Tule Lake Center"., . ' } i'if e SECEE

" After segregation is completed, Persons in residerice at the e
Tule Lake Center will not be eligible to receive seasonal or in= s, £
definite leave; nor shall present volicies with respect to evacuee
government in relocation centers be applicable to the Tule Lake
Center. The entire area will be appropriately guarded. 2

5 : A11 policies of the VWar Relocation Authority with respect
e to food, clothing, health, education, employment within.centers,
public assistance grants, consumer entervrises, and evacuee pro-
perty and lepgal services, will continue to be applicable at the
Tule Lake Center until further notice. An enumeration of the
portions of administrative instructions applicable to relocation
centers that are not to be applicable to the Tule.Lake Center is
now being prepared. _ - , S

-
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IITI, Persons to be placed in Tule Lake Center,!

-

A,

‘ Hembers of the immediate family of a person vho Fslls-ulthln

A1l persons in the following categories shall remain in the

Tule Lake Center, or shall be trans$erred to that center, as

the case may be: ng h_;§ |

1. All persons who have formal@y asked for repatriation or
expatrlatlon to Japan and have not retracted their TEQUEJoS

prior to July 1, 1943, Az

2. All persons who, at the time of the registration for Army
service and war industries purposes, anspered question 28
of Form WRA-126 Rev. or DSS Form 304A in the negative, or g SRt
failed or refused to answer it, and (a) who have not changed ;o
their answers prior to the date of this instruction, and _‘“;,ff”’*‘fﬂfﬂﬁ
(b) who are in the oplnlon of the pvonct director loyal - X
to Japan. : ) 5

3. A1l persons to whom the Director has denied leave clearance.

This category will include persons in the following classes
after hearings have been held and if and when leave clear-
ance has been deniad under Supplnmeht LI to-Administrative
Thstruc,ion No., 22, Revised: - (a) Fersons ab about whom there
is an adverse eport by a TFederal intelligshce agency; (b)
persons who. have enswered question 28: negatﬁvulrrsnd who : | e
changed th;r answers prior-io' the date'of thisdnstruction, . K_JFT
~
.
i
i

or who answc*ed such nuestion with.a aud _1f1cntzon- (c)
persons wno-have requested rena+r13t10n or expatriation and
retracted such reocuest prior to July 1, :1943; Y(d) persons
for whom the Japanese-Amesrican Joint Board established in
. the Provost Marshal General's office does not affirmatively
.recommend leave clearance; and (e) pcrsons about whom there
_1s other information indicating loyalty’ to Janan. e

one of the three categories set forth in paragraph A above shall
upon their individual request be permitted to rem2in with such | R
person' in the Tule Lake Center, or to accompany him to that _ SR
center, as the case may be. If minor members of the immediate e
family who do not themselves fall within one of the categories BT
set forth in varagraph A a2bove object to residonce at the Tule 3 o
Lake Center every possible assistance shall be extended in help-

ing to work out appropriate arrangements along the lines suggested

in Section VI-D of Administrative Instruction No. 65, dealing el

with minor children of persons being repatriated. For the pur- : . .. 'o%
pose of determining what is an immediate family the guides set - SR
forth in Section XII of ﬂdmln*strmtlve Instruction No. 27 shall . R
be followed. . _ : e o

e
! iy 2 il .Jf.
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Vhere one member of an immediate family reciding in a center
other than the Tule Lake Center falls within one of the three .
categories set forth in paragraph A above, but he or some other
member of such family is so ill or infirm that removal will in
the opinion of the project medical officer endanger life or
seriously impair health, all membsrs of the family shall be
permitted to remain in the center of residence so long as such
condition continues.

Persons resident in the Tule Lake Center who do not fall within

one of the categories' set forth .in varagraph A above, but. who

are so ill or infirm that their removal will in the opinion of

the project medical officer endanger their lives or seriously ;
impair their health shall be permitted to remain in the Tule !
Lake Center so long as such condition continues. Members of

. their immediate families, as defined in paragrapb B above,

shall upon rcaquest also be permitted to remain in the Tule
Leke Center so lonpg 2s such condition continues. ' i

IV. Priorities of movement to Tule Lake Center.

Ao

In general, persons will be moved to the Tule Lake Center in the
following order of priority:

1. Persons who have applied for repstriation or expetriation
and have not retracted their requests vrior to July 1, 1943,
with the exception of thosc whose names are furnished by the {
Direcctor a2s being persons who may soon embark for Japan. =
. Persons f2lling within this exception shall be permitted to
remain in the relocation center until further notice.

2. Bachelor Kibei falling within the second or third category
set forth in paragraph III-A above. ~ For the purpose of this
paragraph "bachelor Kibei" shall mean & male citizen evacuce,
unmarried as of the dete of this instruction, who has spent
a total of three or more years in Japen since January 1, 1935.

3. All others.

These priorities may be modified from timc to time as to parti-
cular relocation centers, and orioritics will be established for
other persons to be moved to the Tule Lzke Center.

The first movement to the Tule Lake Center of persons falling
within paregraph IV-A-1 above shall be from the Granada, Minidoka,
Jerome, Rohwer, Heart Mountain, and Central Utah rclocation centers.
After such persons have been moved from thesc centers, movement '

of persons from the Manzanar, Colorado River, and Gila River re-
1dcation centers shall be arranged. Prioritics between relocation
centors for movement of persons to be segregated for other rcasons
shall be established from time to time.
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Preparation for transfers to Tule lLale Center.

The project director of cach center other than the Tule Lake

Center shall immediately prepare a list, by categories, of all
persons in the center (l) who have- requested revatriation eor
expatriation without retraction prior tc July 1, 1943, or (2)

who have been denied leave clearance (first and third categories
listed in paragraph III A ahove). Each such person shall be
promptly notified in writing that he will be transferred to.the
Tule Lake Center at a date which'will subsequentlv be made known

to him. The notice shall further specify a time ancd place at which
he and his immediate family, if any, should appear for an interview.

The project director shall cause each such person 2nd his imme-
diate family, if any, to be interviewed for the purnose of deter-
mining (1.) whether such person is able to travel and if so whether
special travelling accomodations will be necessary (to be confirmed
in case of doubtt by *he projsct medical officer); (2) what members
of the immediate family wish to accompany him; and (3) what further
assistance is neeced by the evacuee or his family., The inter-
viewer shall notify the evacuee of the provisions of paragraph

VII hereof, dealing with transportation of property, eand assist

in filling out Form WRA-156 if the svacuce wishes property to be
transported thereunder. Members of the immediate family may be
interviewed separately wherever it is deemed advisable in order

to arrive at their true preferencc.

Each project director shall inform the Director by wire not later
than Aupust 10 of the number of evacuees to be transferred under
this paragraph, and the family groupings and health problems
involved.

The project director of each center other than the Tule Lake Center
shall also immediately preparc a list of persons in the center
who fall within the second category listed in maragraph III-A
above. If the persons on such list have not already been inter—
viewed for the purpose of dctermining whether they are loyal to
Japan, the project dirzctor shall vromptly intcerview them for

such purposc¢ and make his determination, striking from such list
the names of those who in his judgment are not loyal to Japan.

The project director shall piva cach person on the list prepared
under this paragraph B a notice and additional interview in the
manner prescribed in paragraph A, and the oroject c¢irector shall
notify the Divcctor of the number of evacuces to be transferred
and the family mrounings and health problems involved. No more
than 10 days should elapse between the receipt of the names at
the project and thec notice to.the Director.

0-07355-P4-BU-COS-PUN-WP
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Preparation for transfers from Tule Lake Center.
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The project director of the Tule Lake Center shall immediately
prepare two lists containing the names of the following classes
of persons:

1. All persons falling within the three categorics set forth
in paragraph III-A above, who are to remain in the Tule Lake
Center, together with their immediate families (hereinafter
called the Resident List). If all the persons falling with-
in the second category set forth in such paragraph have not
alrecady been interviewed for the purposc of determining
whether they are loyal to Japan, the project director shall
promptly interview them for such purpose,and make his deter-
mination, striking from the Resident List the names of those
vho in his judgment are not loyal to Japan, together with the
namcs of the members of their immediate families, and adding
such names to the list provided for immediately below.,

2. All othcr persons (hereinafter called the Removal List);

Each person whosc name appears on the Removal List shall be -
promptly notified in writing that the center has been sclected
os the center of residents for cvacuees loyal to Japan; that if
his relocation is not arranged for prior to the timc WRA deter-
mincs it is necessary for him to leave he will be transferred
to another center, unless he is phwsically incapacitated; that
he is requested to appear at 2 designated time and place for

an intcrvicw} and that at that interview he will be reouecsted
to cxpress prefercences for transfer as between Central Utah,

* Granada, Heart Mountain, Jerome¢, and Minidoka, which oreforences

may have to be disrcgarded but will be hceded if possible to do
S0,

The project director shall causc each such person to be inter-
vicwed, preferably by family groups, to determinc: (1) whether

the cvacuce is able to travel and if so whether special travelling
accomodations will bc nccessary (to be confirmed in case of doubt
by the oroject medical officcr}; (2) whether hc would prefer
transfer to Central Utah, Granada, Heart Mountain, Jerome, or
Minidoka (listing all in order of precference, and making it

clear that his first prefercnces may have to be disregarded);

and (3) vhat further assistance is necessary. The interviewer
shall notify the cvacuce of the provisions of paragraph VII hereof,
dealing with transportation of propurty, and assist in filling out
Form ViRA-156 if the evacuee wishes property to be trensported

- thereunder.
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During the month of August a special effort will be made to
facilitatc the rclocation of residents of the' Tule Leke Center
who arc on bthe Removal List. No person on the Removel List
shall be permitted to reouest repatriation or expatriation, or
to change his answer to question 28 from an affirmative to a
ncgative or other answer raising real doubts as to loyalty,
until the large movements under, this instruction to and from
the Tule Lake Center have been completed.

The project director shall inform the Director by wire not

 later than August 20 of the number of evacuees on the Removal

List who have been processed for transfer to-another center,
the family groupings and hecalth problems involved, and the

. respective prefercnces expressed for Central Utah, Granada,
‘Heart Mountain, Jerome, Rohwer and Minidoka, If at 211 possible,
_processing should be campleted by that date., If it is not, the

project director shall thercafter wire such information to the
Dircctor weekly until processing has been completed.

Each person falling within one of the three categories set forth
in paregreph III-A above (whose name will appcar, together with

. the names of the members of his immediate family, on the Resident

List) shall be promptly notified in writing that he has been
designated to rcmain in the center. If there are members of his
immediate family who do not fall within one of these categories,
he shall further be notified of that fact and requested to appear
at a designatced time and place, together with such members, for
an intcrview,

Such interview shall determine whether any such family member
wishes to leave the center (it being made clear to him that it

may be difficult for him to leave the center unless he exercises
the option now). If hc wishcs to leave, his name shall be added
to the Removal List, the interviewcr shall proceed with the inter-—
view, and such person shall be processed, as if his name had ori-
ginclly appeared on the Removal List, T '

As additional applications of Tule Lakc residents for leave clear—
ance arc denicd, thc nzmes of such persons shall, if on the Removal

"List, be transferred to the Resident List, and they shall be prompt-

ly notified thet they are no longer eligible to leave the center.

As additional appliéaﬁions of Tulé-Léke residents for leave clear—

" ance arc granted, the names of such persons shall, if on the Re-

sident List, be transferred to the Kemoval List, and such persons
shall be’'oprocessed as provided in paragraph B above.

€-0355-P6-BU~COS ~PUN=-WP
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Transportation of property of transferees.

A. All evacuces transferring from one center to another under

this instruction shall be notified to carry with them, as hand
baggage and checkable baggage, sufficient clothing and neccs-
sary houschold and personal effects to meintain them for at

least 60 dayrs, in view of transportation and other administra-
tive difficulties that will necessarily be involved in trans-—

porting their property scparately.

All furniture and other property in the apartments of such
evacuces or stored in warechouscs at the center of departure
shall be crated and transported to the center of destination
upon request of the evacuce presented to the project director
upon Form VRA-156. Shipment to the ncw center at Government

* expense shell be in addition to transportation furnished under
Administrative Instruction No. 78, The cost shall be borne’ by
the center from which the evacuece is transferred.

VIII. Responsibilities in conncction with movement of transferees.

A-

Washington office

l‘

Upon thc basis of information furnished him from time to
time by the project directors under this instruction the
Director will determine the time of movement and the number
of cvacuecs to be transferred in each movement from one cen-—
ter to another. A tentative schedule of initial movements
will be furnished to the project directors at the earliest
possible date,

The Director will meke all arrangements for common carrier
facilitics for the movement of each group of evacuees, and
for military cscort where necessery. He will further obtain
any military permits that may be neccessary for the travel of
evacuces in the evacuated areas.

The Director will wire cach project director concerned, at
lcast five davs before the date of departure, of the number
of persons to be transferrcd and the family groupings in-
volved, the transportation facilities arranged for, the time

of departure and arrival, and all other details in connection .

thercwith. (Ordinarily this will merely confirm a tentative
schedule already furnished to the project directors.)

Center of departure

ll

The project director of the center of departure shall be re-
sponsible for completing all other arrangements to be made
at the ccnter in.connection with: each movement.: He shall
designate a suitable WRA representatiye to accompany each

3 C=-0355-PT-BU~-COS -PUN-WP
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[L FWC:PC December 7, 1942 L( # Mr. Carson

Received: 1:25 A.M, ::"- g“'d”"
bed: 9: AM. r. Hendon
»,//7/??““1'_1_ e ¥ ' Mr. Eramer
2. MEMORANDUM FOR MP. D. M. LADD? Mr. McGuire_
. Mr. Harbo
RE: Disorder at the Camp of the Mr. Quinn Tamm__
c - War Relocation Aut.bg- *}éq}HEENER #175 Tele. Room
( Fre vama Victim SUNNYVALE, CA 94089 Mr. Nease
‘_; \ Miss Beahm
e Miss Gandy

_ SAC Hood of the Los Angeles Office called to report an
additional outbreak at the camp of the War Relocation Authorities
waich occurred at 6:30 P.M., December 6th. ¥r. Hood stated that he had
previously sent in a teletype 40 the Bureau concernin B AE s e Ly s

(8.

E = -

S e P T S S e S S e T

Mr. Hood advised that Fred Tayama, who had been beaten up on the
previous evening, disappeared from hie hospital teogether with a Japanese doctor.
Tayams had evidently received notice that bis assailants were planning to return
to the hospital to kill him, sc he decided to flee from the hospital.

A

Shortly thereafter, his assailants held a meeting at the camp of the
¥War Relocation Authcrities, and trouble resulted from this meeting. The Kilitary
Police were called in to put down this disorder and haéd tc use tear gas to accom-
plish this purpose. KNone of the details of the meeting or the extent of the
damage caused by the uprising were known te Mr. Hood at this time. He advised
further that he would call tomorrow regarding this.

The camp authorities requested that Mr. Hood send some agents to the
camp to help in ccntrolling the trouble-makers and to put down the riot.

e —

Mr. Hood declined to send any agents for the reason that this was a
matter which the ¥ilitary Authorities were handling and the Bureau might probably
be made the "goat" of the Tayama incident if it entered into this case. The
Bureau's attitude in this case would be fully discussed with G-2 today, according
to ¥r. Hood. \

& )///} .:;.)‘Ir?,ur-/‘j V%

Mr. Hood also stated that he was not going to permit his agents to
visit this camp on other matters-until this case has been cleared.
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loe ‘.Lngeleu, California
Avgust 13, 1943 -

MEZORANDUY. FOR TH= DIRECTCR:

4
S :
"‘:- RE: COXDITIORS AT MAYTZAYAR RELOCATICE
~ CENTER, Manrzanar, California
: On August 12, 1943, Mr. RALPH MERRITT, Project Director, Manzarer
e Relocation Center, at Manzanar, California, telepho: cal cantacted the Los
= Angeles Field Division and advised Speciel Agent A that he

i objected to the presence Special Agent QeSS a8 at Hanzanar on
4 Adugust 12 K V.3 %appeued at the Relocation Center with Specisl
. Employee e egeeet 8 1or the purpose of conducting a discreet inquiry re-
= garding ¥endo anc Jucdo activities in Hanzanar,
=

r

This investigation was reouested by the Burean by letter dated July
”24, 1943, wherein the Bureau adviesed that the Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, Navy Department, had furnished information that these ETOUDE Were
ot sexi-nationalistic in character. It is also noted that, during the recent
- survey made by Inspector WYROI GURNEA of War Relocetion Centers, Mr. GURNEA
reported thet Kendo clubs had been active in the Manzanar Relocation Center
and recommended in his report that, inasmuch as Judo is semi-netionalistic,

et

| S

: no paid Judo instructors be employed. The Buresu advised that recent publicity
#3 hae been given to the undesirability of allowing the Japanese in relocation

centere to form such organirations.

Mr. MERRITT stated that he had furnished Agent [ vith vhat
personal information he had regerding Kendo and Judo groups and had even made
it poseidble for Agen to interview several of the leaders to obtain
edditionsl information. Ee advised that Agent hed reouested permission
W to examine the files of thirty-four Japanese individuals designated as being
N the leaders of these groups by Mr. MERRITT and by the Japanese interviewed.
A k Mr. MERRITT pointed out that the examination of these files would indicate
e to the Japanese residents that the Federal Bureau of Investigation was interested
in the groups and was interested in the leaders. It wae further stated by Mr.
MERRITT that any such inquiries would undoubtedly cause unrest among the

-
i |

-4
=
- &
e
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—

= Japanese population at Manzanar, Ee alleged that such inguirie® made by the —
E{ Federal Bureau of Investigation are viewed with alarm and suspicion by the L
;Q\ >~ llJapanese residents and cause the Japanese to become very uncooperative with the i
A o - - :j
gid & ||camp officials. / a2
A B : z
- “g Mr. MERRITT stated that the officiale at Manzanar were now in the
= process of segregating the loyal from the dieloyal Javanese. Ke stated that
25 Y34 this was being don NA ystpm of cuestionnaires and personal interviews of v
o E \*)?6 F?{ e {' L P v
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MEMO. FOR THE DIRECTOR -2 August 13, 1943 -

RE: COYTITIORS AT MANIZAUAR RELOCATIOE
CENTER, Manzanar, California.

the Japenese who were reouired to appear before two hearing boards, which have
been set up at the camp. Mr. MERRITT furnished no details ae to the set-up of
these two boarde. He stated that if the inouiries of Agent weTre
continued, he was of the opinion that the Japanese would not answer cuestions
put to them when they appeared before these boarde and, in this way, the camp
officials would be unable to properly segregate the loyal and disloyal Jepenese.

Mr. MERRITT stated that it was impossidle for him to withhold the
{ntereet of the Federal Bureau of Invertigation from the Japanese residents,
{nasruch as most of his assistance is obtained from Japanese personnel, and that
via the "grape-vine® method every person in the carp knows immediately when an
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation comes through the gate. Ee
stated that the files at the present time were being worked on br Japanese
pereons in connection with this segregation progran. He stated that the program
would not be completed until sometime in Rovexmber, at which time he world be
very happy to meke the filee avsilable to ue, pointing out, however, that by
that time meny of the Japanese now at the camp would no longer be there, having
been transferred to other campe,

we R BV Nl o Al LD R s L LS A e AN TN e
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( He stated that Agent [ Eahas failed to outline in detail the

purpose, nature and extent of hie investigation. 1t wae definitely pointed out
to Mr. MERRITT that, while we were willing to work through his office when
making investigations at the camp, we could not and would not give him a detailed
account of our activities, of our information or of the progress of the inves-
tigetion. He stated that he realized this, but that he did not think that we
were furnishing him with as much information a .5 entitled to have., Ee
stated that he thought he would furnish Agent with the information
tesired at this time, however, that if Agents of this Bureau wanted any further
information or desired to conduct any further inouiries, he would definitely
refuse to allow such dnouiries or interviews and will not pernit them to be
conducted until such time that he feels sure the morale and peaceful nature of
the camp will not be upeset. He pointed out that incuiries into Kendo and Judo
groups at the present time would seriously interfere with the segregation
program, and thie was the reascn for his unwillingness to cooperate with the
-Bureau, -

ey
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He intimated thet he would correspond with his superiors at Weshington
I]and explain that he 444 not approve of Bureau inouiries at the present time.
He stated that 4f the subject matter of the present incuiry was important and
necessary, he, of course, had no objection; however, he did mot degire to coope-
rate if the matter was only of a routine nature. EHe wae advised by Agent
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5 ME:0., FOR TEE DIRECTOR. -3 - August 13, 1943
£ EE: CONDITIONS AT MAYZAXAR RELOCATION

CENTER, Manganer, Celifornia.
_ that the matter was ircvortant; that it was definitely necessary, otherwise
_ the Agzent would not be at the camp making the incuiries. Mr. MEERITT then
== stated that he dic¢ desire to receive one or two days' notice from this Burean
- when any Agents contemplated visiting Manranar on official business., Ee 444
2 not disclose the purpose of this advance notice, except to say that he counld
oz then make "proper arrangements" so that the Japanese would not become unéduly '
- alarmed. ;
‘El Mr. MERRITT wae advisel by A.gentm that this Bureau does not
) give advance information to anyone of any proposed or planned investigations;
= that we were not at liberty to put persons on notice of our arrivals and depar-
= tures in advance. He decame excited over this and stated, "We ] am not a

-
“;}9)) crininal and I have the right to know"., He desired that Agent EEEC"irequest
r. HOOD to make the necessary arrangements for notifying Mr. ML ‘s in advance
of contemplated arrival cf Agents at the camp, Mr. MERRITT wae mdvised that
" hie reguest would dbe furnished to Mr. EOOD, but that our instructions were as
outlined above, and any deviation therefrom would have to receive Mr. HOOD's
express approvnl.

j-'i: Mr. MERRITT then generalized by complaining that he gets too many
3 inouiries from various government agencies regarding conditions at the camps,
= He stated that, in his opinion, most of these inouiries were unnecessary and
-4 are only for the purpose of obtaining information to attack the camp. He

;;’; referred to the recent Dies Committee hearings and stated that many of the un-
"-3' favorable comments made during these hesarings were due to the free access camp

officials have given to government agencies. Agent JEEEFY advised Mr. MERRITT
that Mr. MERRITT's difficulties with other government AZtncies were not known
to him and, therefore, he had no comments to make,

Bl

)T In concluding the telephone conversation, Mr. MERRITT stated that as
. long as Agentwas at the camp, he would furnish him with all the

- information tha Lgent% desired, butthat he would appreciate the Bureau
g deferring any further inouirles or investigations at the camp until after

=2 Fovember and until after the segregation program is completed. ¥r. MERRITT was
?g: advised that we wonld consider his recuest, but that, of couria, we could not

meke any promises,

o

It is e:pected that Agent upon hie return from the present
road trip, will have consideradble ad onal information regarding this

v
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MEV0. FOR TEE DIRECTOR -l - “Avgust 13, 1943
RE: COXNDITIONS AT MANZAMAR RELOCATION
" CENTER, Manzener, California.
£x A N

—-» incident and such information will be obtained from Lgenta.nd forwarded
T to the Bureau immediately.

Respectfully submitted,

= R. B. HOOD

—i Special Agent in Charge
o R e
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; ,°  EE« SURVEY OF THE MAXIAMAR REIOCATION ©  \j -
SO 4 e _ ONENS VALLEY, BALYPORXIK /
. REASOR-FCIN 11, : ﬁ }{gﬁ’:;ﬁw 3 '
B~ DAL OF REvIrYM _ L
= There fs being hereinafter set forth the result of interviews
= sonducted at ths Mansanar Relocation Center en Japuary 18, 19 aad 20, 193,
S It will be noted that some of the information s several times éuplieated.
— Ko attempt has been made by the writer %o ergenise the material, the infer
= mtion being presented in the erder and eequence in w it was erigically.
= furnished. There is being set forth in parentheses ormation ebtalrmed
from & yeview of the files of the Les Angsles Offi S = 3
- Oo Monday, Jamuary 18, 1903, Er. OL7EXE, Megionsl Direstor
{7al of W. Ro Ao, @uring the tour of the Mansanar Belooation Center, advised that
- there are, 8t the present time, approximately 10,000 residents at that Center.
o fhere are 36 bloeks in the Center, each bloek sontaining 1 barrecks. There
LA are usually four families to ene barrauck. Bowever, this distridution is mot

wiform, not all of the families bein; ef the same size, and as a result, it )
bas been necsssary inm soms oeses to house several feamilies im ens apartment,
The We R. Ao s atteapting to remedy this situation by ereecting more parti-

tions in the Barracks, end by installing doors on the sides of the buildings,
in addition to those en either end, as at presemt., - 2 e

"

R PR o WIS

b

COZLEYS pointed eut the area within the Center which is pressntly
availedble for agricultural purpoees. The soil in the srea is sapable af -
producing farm produsts, but is 8o porous that an wousually large guartity
of water is required, the amount necessary being frum five to eight fest.
The amual rainfull 4in the locality averages enly about seven fnohes. Under
present arrangements, the amount of water availadle for irrigation is euffi-
eient only for approximately 300 scres. If more water is obtained, more
forsage san be put under sultivetien, e o

SIFIED EXCEPT

SE,E’I OL 0zIERS stated that there is a eaxouflage net factory at the /:/

SRR L Ry

—
A
e % Conter, but that it has not operated sinoe the riot on Deocember 6, 1942, ‘
S ER It 16 Mot jnown whether this projeqRBAOKEAin epen. Bome of the materiel -
- 2 hused 1,n producing the mets s still oh lmnd, but the Army Mes recen
E -/ E;“: 3 -"dé H;a?l.' o i.l;,','.‘ n&}:"D}E,fED :(d - /‘/ 5‘.?6:87\ / 3 .
;:% __,E'ﬁ EQY»vier » AL the sewing festory, COZIEES pressated MY. NABERLE, who in
":; ::g -iﬁ-r;--.r-tm- projest. The sewing. faptory has at tbq.ypmn &5”, Abprox-
) fmately 150 sewing machines and is ﬁ;sd in fstro £ the pblice
73 TN S : el e g
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G MDD FOX IXSFZCTOR --_.m“ 8- S _oary £5, 19,3 _
BE; SUXVEY OF BANZANAR EELOCAYION CENTER o
INTEXNAL STCURITY J - ALTEW EWENY CONTROL . = CSd
o« e .
iv ‘A =
: 10d) €
: e lyk"\lTML
‘- +ferce and hoepital staff. Tt s planned %o eonsideradly ime Ahe vu'ldy
and amount of this eutput,. In addition %0 the sewing mas ths fa

sto
" also has @ ewtting room amd a patiern making Gepuriment. o' LABTRIE is
"~ in eharge ef the wood-working shop, where ehildren's Soys are beiny made
'  @f serap lumber. : \

i

Hoxt visited was the sarpsmter shop, where it appeared that benmehes,
ehairs and Sables were being mads., OOLZPIS advised Slmat mest ef the machine ry
used in Skis project was edtained from the H. Yo 4.

A touwr wes made of Sho Ooxter Koopital wmder the gwidance of (EENIND

X-Fay spooielist, The hospital §s & 850 bed strusture, eonsisting ef

" ®linics, gensral] wards, ehildrea's wards ternity wards, Ssbereulcosic wards
..ond eontagiocus diseess wards. stated that She Sechniecal equip- e
®ent in the hoepital s excell

/ COI7EXS later poimbed out that $here has reeently developed & eer-
. %ain amount ef frietion betwsen DR, L Nedioal Direetor ef the Center,
GoTo and DR, JAI:S 2070 had mﬁg reepons rganising the hos-
) o : r prior %o DR. LITYL's arriwl. Several
ef the other dootors employed at the hoepital bave eamplained about DR. 0OTO's
astivities and his lack ef ethios. As & result ef this dissstisfection among
She mocders of the hospital stalf, it has been decided that D, COTO ahall be
$ransferred o some ethsr relosation eeater. Because of the fuet Shat DE. €00

has & large foll { 1t will be mecessary %o bandle $his matter with diplomey,
in order % avoid & in ¢he eesater, :

inted eut a paviliocn whiah s wnder ecostruction, snd is
Growp in She Center. Ne indicated that this project
hed ot been encouranged by the ¥, R, A., but that gince the funds for the
srection of the structure were being furnished by the Judolsts and the lader
being performed by them, the W. R. Ao bad allowed them €0 proceed with the

" Sallding. ; sl R

' Pegarding She various work projests in the Cesater, COITIRS stated

" thet the group Shat appears most satisfied fa the ene emgaged in agriecultural
Setivities. Thess men are 81l ecnsofentious in the performmnce of Sheir duties.
B attributed this largely % the faot th-t the Caucesian im oharge of egrioul-
Sure has & good knowledze of tho man and thelr prodlems, and also to the fuot
Shat She Japansss o employsd were doing jobs for whioh thay were fitted.

- . \

by ; "'"'".,!i -
C{j“r'.x ';'lj:' —
S ~— 2,

? - 2037

1 -




5 i S e P | s : Shoaun CHAY o HCE TN L 2 N
o B O o e S e S I ity ey A B T S A s i G
5 ;

o ' gExO YOR IXSPTCTOR M. ~ . YKNEA -3~ oy 25, 193
e o SOPRE
EE; BUKVEY OF MANZANAR RELOCATION CENTER
INTERNAL SKCURITY J = ALTEN EXENY CONTROL
. =) 8

COZIEXS estimated that 90 Per Cent of the Nisel in the Center
would willingly work if it were mot for fesr of being severely eritieised er ¢
injured by the pressure greup in the Center. The ealy remedy is segregatiem
of those apt %o be part ef this pressure growp. He listed ths following as
boing legical groupe %o segregate from the leynl Nisel in the Center;

1. Kibed

£. Issel bachslors

3. Those requesting repatriation

L. Barried Isse! baving no ehildrem ) =
5. Other known Srouble makers - : R

On the afternopa ef January 1B8kh, & sonference was bad with
ROBER? COZZFES and RALPH P2 MRRRITT, Projest Director. NXRRITT pointed emt
that Mansarar §s different from other relosation seuters, for the followimg
reasons;

1. Tt 48 the eldest senter.
' . 2. ¥ore mistakes have been made at Menzanar §than at ether eenters.
g 3. The buildings ecnstruocted are poorer.
L. Other eenters bave profited by the mistakes made at Mansanzar.
5. The population at Mansanar is predominantly Issei. 1If all of
. " those residents under the age of 16 ysars were cmitted, there
1 would remain 52 Per Cent Issel and L8 Per Cent Nisei amd
Kidei. If all Shose wnder 2L years were omitted, the mtis
would then bs €5 Per Cent Issel $o 35 Per Cent Nisei and Kibei.
6. The Kibei group at Mansamar is larger thanat anmy other center.
There are approximately 800, of whom 150 to 200 have returned
%0 the United Btates from Japan since 1936. This latter
group is eonsidered by MERRITY to be the most dangercus
: elemsnt in the eamp. : . ‘
Teo The residents have less of & feeling of camp pride. The morule

S W = - s low, and 1ittle effort kas been mads by the residents %o -

beautify their surroundings. : :
8. Kanzapar has bad more admninistrators than ether eenters; two
: while it was under the ecntrol of the W, C. C. A. and three
2 8inoe the W, R. A. took over. These aduinistrutors were;
© (a) MR, TRIOGE; (b) MR. WASH; (e) WED CANFEELL (formerly
Assistant Projeoct Director); (d) COVERLY (formerly asting
Project Direotor); (e) XDMEALL (formerly soting Project
Directors (f) ¥Nr. MERRITY (permanent Project Director
since Nowvember 2, 19.2).

}( JErins 203%8
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Eisterieal Deeoeumentastion
ﬁ ¥Mansemar, Califormia

Wednsday, November 11

Report No. B2 Compiled by Joo Massoka & Tego Tanaka

MANZANAR POLICE OFFICER ATTACKED BI 'QANG'

When: At 8:00 pem. Tuesday, November 10

There: Im front aad at the 8ide of the Young Women's
Assoclation dormitory, 19-14, whare the Imais live.

Hows Approrimately 15 young men, unidentified by nams,
dut described through spesch, mannerism and wearing
apparel as "Terminal Islanders®, were seen loitering
around $be building for balf an hour before the assual$.

ides of the tarrsel,

3 to show himself.

q stepped cutside the barrack
girls attending a olud sabinet
mooting at the Y.W, r homs, BHe earried his
police flashlight, Eebpccioy was at the door,

As he turned his 14ight on balf a dosen silext figures
waiting at the barpack side, each man turned his
back; seollars of peaccats were turmed wp. Dhon,
suddenly and without warning, he was assaulted from

o b _ behind, Approximately 15 young men ani kKioked .7 -
o 3 him as he rolled om the ground, L S soreamed. " -
r i A truck oame to a stop at the 1 cn of bloocks

19 end 13, The attackers apparently believed it ¢o
: be a polics sar; they fled imto the darke.

s
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TR




-

77 ey taken $o the hospital for examimatioc:m,
rjuries: extermal bruises, right swollen
ble intermal imjuries.
c~asion for the attack appears $0 be the fuoct that
A HEATE A in 1ine of duty as & memder of the '
- . Sntanar Police foroe, unoovered the attemphed .
Cy e .+ emuggling of intoxicerts into Mantanar by returning
5 ; i Torminal Island beet furlough workers. Jhis fpoident
‘sooured the same day. The first ef three Greyhound
buses arrived at Mantanar Tussday at ebout 11:30 a.m,
It was parked at the side of the police statiom
awaiting arrival of Military Polies for baggage
inspestien. Friends and wellewishers thronged the
bus. Ome of the returning worksers, fdentified by
police as a San Pedro *Terninal JYaslander®, raised his
zrted to pass his pea-jacket to a girl
i PP i g stamding nearby, saids e
> & "You're mot o puss anything cut ef the window,®
: : The girl pushed the pea-jacket back; in the prooess,
e bettle of liquor fell cut of the Jacket, mrashing
on the groumd. z -

Police ecmmissionsr Willard Bohmidt issued a warning.
Ropes were thrown around each bus, _spectators kept
back, each returning worker was frisked, baggage moTe
elosely inmspected. . I :

A group of boys, idenmtified by blue denim jackets
with lettering: "San Pedro Pederal Pen.® and ¥San

; o Yogores®, stood in the back, shouting &t Nr.
=4 "Pre=American” aad ®Stoolpigeon®. Heard
¥3red in Japansse wers such expressions as
"¥ihonjin doshi de sonogurai no koto wa yurushitemo
4inoni." (Among Japansse, these 1ittle things eoculd
be overlocked). :

ATTACK ON POLICEMAN LATESY IN SERIES OF SGANGHY ABSAULTS

Mansanar gangdom is usually identified by the
poophum'otthrn;roupu-' RO

> % (1) Terminal Yslanders, known n‘-\'torgonn' also, or
I the #San Pedro Gang® & PR -

(2) the *™Dunbar Gang® g

(3) The ®Blood Brothers Corps®, Xnomn also as |"Yuho

Iﬂi_m‘ @ l
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CASE EISTDBE:

(l)\/ s)and ores
’ s group a most aetive So date im
ecmmitting acts of phsyleal violence. Bamarically,
_ 4t is reputed %o be ths largest sgang", elaims
# N S verying between "200 %o 500 guys®. Aotually,

7 aseording to police euthorities, there are »ok
mors than 20 er 25 babitual troublemakers smong
Qhe group; they are young =4m in their lats tesns
or early twenties. They are almost wmiformly -
oharssterised by: (1) their previous cocupation

' has been elither that of fisherman or eannesry
workerpy (2) their deep resentment ageinst the
govermment snd sxyone in suthoryty, as a result
of the manner im which they were evacuated; (3)
their ocutspoken bitterness against what they
Zosoribe as “unjust impriscament of my 0ld man
by the F.B.I.® (Almost all Tormimal Island oldere
mon-~ths fathers of these youths-«were taken
{mto oustody) (4) their erude manners, uncouth
dress and spesch, the lstter Being @ mixture of
Japansse and English to s greater oxtent than
i ususl among the Nisel. ~

Center of the Termimal Island

ony is Bldek 9, which is

(blocks 8 and 10 eares for most
(of the remainder, although they
§re dlspersed throughout the
(Cemter.

Aooording to residents who have moved away from
Block 9 becsuse "we weren't from Termipal Island,®
the San Pedrans sre intemsely partisan, making it
virtually "impossidle* for "Outsiders® to live
with or smong them,

YEEIR RECORD ‘.in gang viclense:

() Ir %ortl & reoreatione-Terminal Islanders
i SYE . : - - .- wususlly exoel in sporté. In softdall, two
( SR i of their Tesms, the "Yogores® and tho "Marlins"
<o A © Jed their respective leagues. Iowevels they
were both involved im fist fights on the dis-
" mond to the extent that they gained a repue
tation smong other teams for being "Bellioccse”
and "always looking for @ gight."- - -

3
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In one shsapionship game in & major league,
She ooutest was never decided beoause it devel-
oped into gang fight whioh put a player eun thbe
opposing team in the hospitsl. Dances at
il A ey Kanzenar i{nvariadbly require poliee protectiem -
Sy o 7S i Yecsuse of "hoodlum gate orashers.,® Bponsors
invariably bleme "The Yogores" as among the
troublemekers; adso, without exception, they
"never ecme alone, always in groups of eight
or tem or more.* An undetermined number -
(beonuse viotims have said they were afraid to
report to the polioce for fear of retaliation)
of individusle have been beaten and assaulted
by ®"the San Pedro gang" im these aimor out-
bresks. : i
(v) Project employment-- In work at Manzavar,
rmipal lsiand young men tend to etick together
in gangs; they are wsually found im jobs requiring
hysical labor, very seldmm in effiee jobs.
3 y display an aleost eharacteristie soorm
for “white collar workers.® Frequently beard
by them: "Anyone who works im the adeinistratiop
ffice {s a stooge for the kettoh.®
o= The Iinoim I%n; crew (app. 100 workers),
with one or two exoeptions, was made uwp of
Perminal Islanders. Xany of thiir mmber were
aococused of showing favoritism repeatedly,
and of exacting "fribtute” in the form of refresh-
ments or money given im advamce "for a fancier
and oleansr job.®™ Beoause they were well
organised, they displayed an attitude of
i independence in their work. Ihey carried over
. their dislike of eertain individuals inmto thelr
works cns blook leader, who wes singled cut,
eczplained of a “terribly messy" job in his
office, ascused layers of splattering the walls
of his barrack.
ee It is geperslly believed throughtout the eenter
that the distribation of lumber and plaster board
for barrack imsulation has besn oontrolled by
Torninal Ielanders. The statement is frequently

) © - made thnt the "San Pedro Oang”, by intimidation
S0 Vs e © and threats, bave made this possible. At this
e M AR IR E date, Mess Eall 9 is tho only one im the ommber

which {s ecnpletely insulated.

(o) In their relationg with other residents—There
Ts no doubt that to the majority of Mangapar -
people, "Terminal Island® has beoccme & label
synonymous with "gangism.® For instance:

o 4 e
20171



«=0n block 35, & Termipal Island woman,

ST Y husband in detention) was acouse

ors as having threatened bher immsdiate
e who allegedly had

oh noise at night" by the

=1l uy1]] get the Sen Pedro gang after ms'
g i W s reported to bave said one day.
3 e s o suffering from high blood -

pressure stroke, was bospitalized.
Threats & intimidation, in the form of loud
talk by men visitors, heard through the thin
partition by Barpusis 2

portedly ageravated th
are moving to blook 29.
«-On dlook 12, a o
obarge of plaster t d
ipal Island femily cn that block was aecused of
taking more than its siare and meking elosets &
shelves, Uponfc—iodarecii s protest, be was
threatensd: J

the Ban Pedro gang %o beat you wp.® He shut

DR

b e
.

ape

=it the Eospital one day, a police patrolman

stopped a burly youth who entered without & per-

mit. The youth twrned on him: "Listem, guy,

F00 lay off or else my Pedro gang will see you
later.® He was not stopped further,
e=At the Children's Village Ballowe'en party,
the youngsters were playing games. Three some-
what grimy 1ittle doys snesaked into the room.
When told the party was for invited guests,
they told the superintendent: "We'rs from i
ferxinal Islend; we ean go anywhere we please!®

.=aOn Blook 26, residents last week gathered at
thelir mess hall to see the m oture, "Tin
Pan Alley® which a resident
secured. Over a hundred youths “orashed” the
gate, orowding 26 residents out; a oamotion re-

I A AU L

LS 11 g

“’-:Tf sulted, there was & near-fight. ¥he erew in

2 sharge of the projector later saidi "Ihe d
=4 Sen Pedro dunch apainl® ] :
= ~=In the schools, particularly high school, -

- ( teschers have begun to mssosiate their “worst
o discipline cases® with "Terminal Island". There
o B o 4s a tendensy for these students ¢o wish ¢o
: ridicule and embarrass their teachers, spparently
suoh disoomfiture. They are desorided
B as "brazen in back talk, discourtecus, meking
frequent apparently derogatory remarks in
Japanese.” Teachers point out that "gangiss
seems to be ocarried over into the sohools."”
This is partioularly true in the cpen fields and
in large orowds.
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(2) The "Dunbar Gsng"

Center residernts are mot as familiar with the
pature er origie of this "gang" as they are of
the Terminal Islanders, Mumericslly, they have
been reported to be ecmposed of between 50 and

s oW A 85 fellows, in their late teens & sarly twen-

' s ties. Their alleged "ringleaders® seem to have
eome from downtown Los angeles: Boyle Beights,
Little Tokio & the Market distrioct. They bave

_scmetimes been referred to here as "the soot "
suit boys with Pilipino hairouts.® Not all ef .
them, however, bear this stamp. A larger pre-
portion of boys asscolated with this "gang®
(fairly or not) have landed in the Mansanar
4ail. (than the Terminal Islanders)

The alleged leaders of this "gang® and a
eonoentration of the so-called membership is
said to reside on blocks 26 and 2.

There have been attempts by at least two of
their spokesmen to disclaim accusations leyelled
ageinst the "Dunbar Boys". “We take the blame
for everything bad that's dons arcund bere

when it isn't any member of cur grouwp that

does them," they bave said.

Spckesmsn: Gensrally recognised as leaders of
bs labelled as "Dunbar boys" are
on Matanabe, formerly of lLos Angeles,
cpoce & worker im the cemouflage fas-
tory, Bow & truck driver, & young AR
in his early twenties who lost his
wife end two badies in childbirth at .
the Mansanar Eospital, Others fre-
quently mentioped are Salaye Kazunags,
{ Hideo Kunitomi. Ops Nanranar sharacter,
!_:ob"htsudn. 48 more often than mot,
“essocclated with both the "Yogore" aad
*Dunbar® gang. Ee has a looal record
(polios) and a reputation that olainms
e be is s greduate of Preston Reform-
e PR SE RN atory® and an ex-seaman. .. - . ‘

Thelr losal reputatieams
Blame fer petty thoft cases here has beem
generally placed on the “Dunbar ;ang”.
Whether this is justified or not is aiff-
4oult to determine becsuse the "gang" is
not a formal orgsnization, Rather, i¢ is
desorided by scme residents as & “loose

assodiation of hll*ﬂil.r..l The adnine
4stration, through its ecsnmity gervioces
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5, HARRY. Y, UEND
/L"‘ _I_WLL TASHAN DR. #175
,M QJNWALE CA 94089 .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CAZE ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES FUE RO. J100-16163

REFONT MADT AT — | DATI wHEN MADT PIRIOD FOR . ,’b?:/
WHICH HMADT
1L0S ANGELES 2/16/43 |12/1,2/42 ; ahb
j@. S CHARACTER OF CASK . ‘
MANZAKAR CITIZENS' FEDERATION i INTERNAL SECURITY - J
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Bubject organization inactive due to

relocation of principal leaders. No
further activity contemplated by
Federation,

B T
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REFZREKCEz. N _"Renurt of Special Agent § T e Anceles,
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RIYOSEI, upon interview, advised that he still retained the
trije of i of subject organization., He stated, however, that for the
past Ao ( th€, he had been absent from the Relocation Center on furlough 1
doing farm ¥ork in lontana. According to ARIYOSHI, shortly after the forma 3
of the :&r Citizens! ngerat;on| the War Relocation Authority announced %
that tﬁ‘s g into effect a self-government plan known as the - 1
Mz%elmvernmant Chartar. .1t appeared at that time P&t 't-he War L ,‘
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" Relocetion Authority plan for self-government was similar to that sponsored by
the Yantanar Citizens'Federation and for that reason, it was decided to temporarily
withhold any activity, on the part of the Citizens' Federetion in order to avoid
any conflict with the War Relocation Authority, In addition %o this fact, many
of the lsaders of the Federation availed themselves of the opportunity of
working in the beet and potato fields in Idaho, lontana, and Utah; and for a

period of approximately two months, they were absent from the Center doing this
farm work,

ARIYOSHI also stated that there appeared to be a general feeling of
resentment on the part of the Issei toward the Federation and for that reeson
no attempts have been made to hold meetings since October, 1942,
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ARIYOSEI -steted that no further activiti_wgs:coﬁtemplated by the
Federa¥ion and that it could be considered to havé ‘disbanded duc;to:l&cf,of

st, He also pointix out that he, together with CART\KONDO, JAVES}ODA,

8

uk OODERA, and CARK YONEDA, had enlisted ih the United Btates Army as
| - - interpreters and were lsaving the Center on or apoht December 2, 1942, for
Savage, Ninnesota to attend the Army Language School at that place,

These men, according to ARIYOSII, were the X aders of the Federation

and by reason of their departure from the Center, the organization could be
considered as defunct.

: CARL, YONEDA, JAIES ODA, and SHO ONGDERA were also interviewed by the |
Reporting Agent. A1l advised that subject organization had disbanded and no
. further steps would be teken by the group.
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Title ’ Character of Case

&3-—-’ rsvaT: SUnDJiCTS  (Subversive Activities at T TEMAL SECURITY -
iamza-ar Relocation Center, California)

e

coPiES DESTROYED

SYiorcIs Or FLITS:

Ostline of events leading up to the lanraner incident
as outlined by JOZ EKURIZARA set out. EURIIARA admite
being brains and instigator of the Yanzaner incident
arnd of disturbances prior thereto.

- RUC -

REFERT CE: Remort of Special Agentm dated 12-7-42, .L7 >
at Salt Lake City. ;

ALL IFORLEATION COTANED

HEREN 1S UASLASSIELD

DATE clala — BYseqoure—

Additional investigestion in this case is predicatedn
M‘Hﬁm’_ 1 roce ved t <sistant Special Aeent in Charge 1EO C. FULTY from LOD
SR T ey is R R M~ Informant stated thot he had been advised that

eeTtain individuals at the ..oab Isolation Center had beea talking rather freely

about the lianzanar incident and that they were also talking of the part which
they played in this incident. ; :

AT YOAB, UTAE S
. F. S. FRUDCRICH, Internal Security Chief, advised that

DETAILE:
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Federal Bureau of Investigation

¥ashington, D. C.

Dear 8ir:

: j
\ o

srorral Burrau of Inurstipatton -

Hnited $States Department of Justice

Los Angeles, California
December 18, 1942
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Re: . INTERNAL CONDITIONS AT.

Ommgﬁﬂmﬁcnm CENTER
INTERNAL SECURITY - 4 = —

ALTEN ENRMY CONTROL

Reference is made to my letter of December 7, 1942 captioned ®COR-
DITIONS AT MANZANAR WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY PROJECT, MANZANAR, CALIFORNIA®,
and my letter of December 8, 1942, captioned as above, =

Pursuant to a request of the War Relocation Authority efficials at
Manrzanar as set forth in reference letter dated Decamber 8, 1942, ths ques—
tion ef the prosecution of minor offenders against Federal laws was discussed

with United States Attorney LED V. SILVERSTEIN on December 17, 1942,

Mr,

S8ILVERSTEIN stated that it was impossible to determine what events would oc-
cur at the relocation center in the future and for that reason no policy ean

be established at this time as to the prosecution of future offenders.

There—

fore the facts in each case must be presented te the United States Attormey
for an independent ruling as to whether prosecution will lie.

: The matter of the recent riot at Mansanar and in connection there-
with the possible internement of the alien Japanese leaders as dangerous enemy

aliens was also taken up with Mr. SILVERSTEIN. (Reference is being made to my
letter dated December 7, 1942.) Mr. SILVERSTEIN at this point introduced Mr.

. EDWIN J. PLATT, JR., as the representative of EDWARD J. INNES, Director of the

N

(=

P

Alien Eneay Control Unit of ths Department.
asked by the United States Attorney as to the possible issuance of Presiden-
Mr. PLATT advised he had been sent to

Ios Angeles several days ago by Mr. INRES, the War Relocation Center in Wash-
ington having requested that approximately 100 alien Japansse agitators at

Manzanar be placed in the custody of the Immigration and Raturalisation Ser-
vice by the Alien Enamy Control Unit.

tial warrants for these individuals.

Mr. PLATT bhad this

The opinion of Mr. PLATT was

morning returned

to los Angeles after spending the past two days at the Manzanar Relocation
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letter to Director -2 - Peceaber 18, 1942

Re: INTERNAL CONDITIONS AT

" MANZANAR EELOCATIOR CENTER
INTERNAL SECURITY - J
ALTEN ENEMY CONTROL

Center. He said that he had found that the recent disturbance at the camp was -
pot the result of a pro-Axis clash with the pro-American aliens, but was ratber

‘@ dispute between various factions in the center. The matter is an internal

problem to be settled by the War Belocation Authority and the internal securily
of the United States is pot involved. At the present time twenty-four indi-
viduals, most of whom are American citisens, are being held at the Inyo County
Jail at Independence, California, by the Nilitary Police stationed at the Man—
ganar Relocation Centere ,

PLATT pointed out that the investigation eonducted by the War Ralo-

cation Anthority had uncovered no to the inte :
° vi lyed, DOT o ocatidn ority able to prodace,
the name wanese aliens in the camp who could be considersd trouble-

makers, and therefore the proposal of removing this number from the center has
besn discarded. The Alien Enexy Control Unit is oot contemplating the issu-
ance of a Presidential warrant for the apprehension of any of the aliens in— -
volved in the recent disturbance. Mr. PLATT stressed that since the problem
was one of internal sanagement by the War Relocation Autbority, there was Do °
reason for the Eneay Control Unit, the United States Attorney, or the F.B.I.
to take any steps in the matter. Be explained that the War BRelocation An-
thority bas the authority to segregate the various factions and individuals
and that such a plan of segregation is mow being worked out.

the course of his discussion, PLATT pointed cat that the

Japaness were placed in evacuation centers because it was obvious that RANY,
or most of them, wers sympathetic towards Japan., It was brought out that if
4t were practical %o eonduct thorough imvestigations and interviews of all
of the Japanese in the various evacuation centers, that possibly the majority
would be found to be sympathetic towards Japan, feeling that Japan was justi-
fied in the present war, believing that the Japanese enpsror is divins, and
generally displaying an attitude such as would warrant their internement as
dangerous enemy aliens if they were at large. However, sinces they were evacu-
ated and placed in the camp under supervision for the very reason that they
were oonsidered sympathetic towards Japan, it does pot appear that Presiden—
tial warrants for their arrest should now be issued. PLATT advised that the
Military Police are at the center for the purpose of maintaining peace

_and ordsr. y
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Legionneire, Facts presented to U.S. Attorney asto
possible violation of Public Act 503 for holding Jap- ;
ansse—-langusge meeting and advised no jurisdiction, |
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Irrmstigation in this case is prodicatod upon talephanic informa=
tion received fram Mr. MSH, Project Idrector, )Lanzanar Japs nese Relocation
Center, Manzanar, california, by Special Agent ,% T e rve
1942, Mr. RASH advised Agent§ - : 7
meeting was held in Kitchen Fuz at the ]{ansanar Reloc-ation Center at ths
instigation of & certain group of Kibel. This meeting wes conducted almost
r 4n the Japaness language and was attended by approximately six hindred
peoplel According to Mr. NASH, there were several speakers and many. of the
epeeclies were of & subversive nature. He advised that some of the speakers as-
serté&l they bad been denied their citizenship rights and that they wanted Japan
to the war. Acocording to Mr. NASH, the main offenders at the meeting were
., RAYMOND HIRAT and BEN KISHI. Mr. RASH stated that the meeting
Tiéca.ma Qu.it-a boisterous and it was Recessary for ths Administration to step in

and stop the meeting. ; S

ing following the meeting.
of this report and it has been initiallod by

in the instant file in the los Angeles Field v:.uon.

AT MANZANAR, CALIFORNIA ?

The reporting agent proceeded to the Manzanar Relocation Center
at Manzanar, California and on Angust 12, 1942 interviewed Mr. NED CAMPBELL,
Assistant Project Director of the Center, who advised that Mr. NASH had left
for San Francisco the night before and would be away from the Center for sev-
eral days, Oo behalf of Mr. NASH, Mr. CAMPEELL stated that subject BEN KISHI
had spoken to members of the Administration and requested that the Kibei citi-
sens (American-born Japanese who have been educated in Japan) be allowed to ccn-
duct a meeting in the Japansse language on the night of Angust 8, 1942. Mre
CAMPBFILL stated that KISHI acted as chairman of the meeting and had stated to
him art.e:r the maat.:Lng t.hat he I’culd take the responsibi]ity tor what happanad.

= Mr. CANPEELL turt.har advised that the greatast a.git.nt.or at tho
mating was subject JOE KURTHARA, &n American citizen of Hawaiian birth, who,
unlike KISHI, was an aggressive leader and one of the few Japansse in ths -
Center who would openly tell Administration leaders what he really felt,
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" of no such rule forbidding moetings to pe held in

CAMPBEILL said that KURTHARA served in the United States Army during the last
war and was apparently very resentful of the fact that he bad been evacuated,
Mr. CAUPEELL advised that subject KURIHARA bad apparently mads speechss on
mimerous occasions, agitating the Japansse against cooperatlion with the Amer-
ican Government, and that as a result of such speeches he had called him in
and asked him if he were willing to bring criticism upon ten thousand Japanese
because of his own activities. Mr. CAWPBELL stated that apparently he was wil-
ling to do so as he had not altered his attitude. - ; :

2 Mr. CALUPBELL advised that another of the speakers at the meeting
was RATMOND HIRAT, an alien Japanese, who has on several occasions severely -
criticised the camp management, He said, however, that I was apparently

rory eccentric and that he believed o =i ii Vi X et S SRty
- "] CAMPBELL advised that he did not be proclamatic I toe Yea
Th Defense Command concerning the conduct of Japanese in the temporary War-
time Civil Control Administration centers applied in the permanent War Reloca-
tion Authority centers, as the internal government of permanent centers has
been left entirely up to the W.R.A. He said that they never received any
copies of the rules and regulations set out by the for such éonduct, as
bad the administration leaders in the temporary centefs, and therefore he knew
Japanese langusage.

. Mr. CAMPBELL later said that subject "éju.r on several occasions
has called Mr. NASH a dictator and made several statements concerning him which
were untrue. He said that EIRAT boasts that he has spoken to Mr. HASH in such
terms to his face, but as a matter of fact, Mr. 1 has never met HIRAT or =
talked to him and does not know him when he\sees him. CAMPRELL said that he

could not look on HIRAI as any more than an §cc tric person. ,

Mr. CAMPBELL called in Mr. , who is in charge of ths
engineering and construction work at the Center and for whom subject KURTHARA
bad once worked. Mr. EROAN stated that KURTHARA used to be supervisor of the
carpenter crew at the Center and as such was a very good worker and & leader.
He said, howsver, that a request bad been made on the part of the Administration
that he must move from his home in Block 28, inasmich-as it was desired io use
that block, located near the Center Hospital, as a place of residence for cer—-
tain persons desiring special diets, particularly those suffering with diabetes.
KURTHARA refused to move until Mr. BROWN personally made the request. In arder
to save face he did, in fact, move btut quit his job with the carpenter crew, .
Mr. EROWN stated that he hated to lose him as he had always been very coopera-

tive up until that incident.

R At the suggestion of Mr. CAMPBELL, the reporting agent interviewsd
Mr. ROBERT L. BROWN, Assistant in Charge of Project Reports, and Public Rela-
tions officer of the Center. Mr. CAMPBELL thought that BROWN was better ac-.
quainted with the instant situation and with the feelings of the Japanese in
general in the Center. BROWN stated that he believed tha Kibel meeting of
August 8th had grown out of the recent organization of the Manzanar Citisens
Fedsration, an organization inisted by former 1eaders of the Japanese—American
Citizens League, although this organization was to be separate from the nationsl
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Kote: The foregoing is merely a prcliminery report,

- The Eistorinans believe such mctivities as the
YZlood Brothers' te be syrptemes of 111s besetting
ell relcention centers ag the result of failure

_ %o nzke a just and rccessary eeparation of evacuces
tascd on attitudes and lcyaltiss in thc war.™

R e A L 4 efter discussing the bulletins and postere
rcnticrced in the above=-quc ¢tin, stated that statements had been
repeatedly made that the lives of the Caucasizn administraters of the Center
and of the pro-frerican Japanese would be greatly endanpered if a becchhead
vere estatlished by tlie Japenese °*ry any place on the Pacific Coest. Ac-
cording to the plen, if the Jepancee Arny succceded in esteblishirns a “each-
head, thc edninistrators and the pro-“rericnr Japenerc would irrcdiately be
killed and the occupants cf the Center would irmediaicly preoceed to the

; £ the Japanesc drmy eand atterpt te jein tbcir ferces. 4t thie

S Antated thot there mifkt be twerty to tvori;-five reelly darper-
i~ the carp. He ststes that they arc, Nowesir, 1midertified with
the exceptior of the I~llowing four mca: JO'. RURILF., T . NR%UTI0, BEE
HISEI and S/MWCATHISY e = ; T

Ifter the trouble expericnced in attemptinz te set up a form of -
self-povermrment ot the llanzonar Relocation Ce:ter, the cucstion of furlough -
cf evacuecs arosc. The juesticn wos whether or not the evacuces should ob-
t=ir culeide ermpleyment und thercby obtain for therselves a greater acount
of monecy, and as to whether or nct their treatmert cutside the Center would
warrart their leaving the Center, Subversive elerents azain advanced the
arguacnt that it would be against the pclicy of the Ruler of Japan to have
any of the evacuees leave the Center and go out and work, as in so doing
they would be working tz assiet the war effort. The arpument was apain

- advarced that they were in a prison camp and that they rhould do wothing
+

to aszist the United S

but merely resiret pessively. The following
bulletin obtained from

‘better tbsnwm vords; this bulletin is being returned to

«1l~
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"EFTECT OF FURLOUG:H OX CV..CUZEE ..TTITUDES TJ.U4RD
Permanent 'O0utside'Relocation

‘'t this writing, nenrly trn=thirde of lLanzenar's 1000 i
furloug“ workera Lave returned tc the Center, 5

The emount of money they earncd, the expericnces they
ercountercd, the laper they performed, the oppcrtuxities they
diccovered, the discrinination and race prejudice they faced,
tre friends they mode=-all there individually and collectively—
hnve cordbined to influence, to one way of thinldng or another,
evacuee attitudes toward (1) permanent cutside relocatisn ard
(2) post-var planning.

It ir too early tc state vhether the sur tctal of furlough
cexperiences has exercised a favorable or adversc effect upcn
evacuee rclocctiorn on a permanent scale. Yore irportant factere,
such a8 the irmediate job or ornortunity or ha=nd, vould cxercise
rrerter influcnce. Tut to the extent that thert roreort experiences
are telated =nd rencated throuzhoul the Center, thei. e€’fect on
evacuee attituvdes can be ~auged.

TENTATIVE CORCLUSIOYS:

/

S (1) - pproxizotely 15 per cent of those whc have returned
3% fron Idoho and !ontana say they are 'fed vp' with rove prejudice,
ks discririnaticn. They are 'tlcrcugnly disillusioned®, for various
fi% rensons,

.:_.'- - 4

(2) Ztdout 10 per cent 'wouldn't go out agaiz wuder any
circunstances,’ nc*ively cdvisc otﬁers that 2 J_pﬁncse cen't
ret equal treatmcnt,!

(53

=
=

=" ]

‘ (3) Rouchly half or 50/~ of those already returred want to
'go out arain’, telk in terms of 'ncxt spring's harvest', soy

UL
b U

the:r ''mde sore :cncy.!
53 : :
S (4) Furlough workers who fcel that *there isn't nuch choice
£

bctween staying in lanzancr and getting ¢16 o zonth without breake
irg your bacl and gEcing out cn furlough to rum ints discriidnation'
gercrnlly prefer to 'go out if there's a chance to get back on cir
feet.!

IR

(5). The majority feel thet 'the general .rcrican public isn't
. ready tc receive an Oricntal U.S. citizen' vithout scme display of
racial prejudice cr discrimiration, that wartime relocatic is only
for thoze flucnt in the Ergliah langunce,

20200
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(6) Only a very saell percentace, possibly 2 or T, returred
with eathusicstic reports about 'outside relocztion'; generally,
every furlourh worker covld relate exa=ples of & ‘hcstile world!
on the ouiside, mcre than the 'fine fricnds we r.cde' cr 'the swell
trentrent we pot'-alttongh these latter were very rumercue.

o=

§
K
4
]
e

It should be noted, in this conrection, hewever, that the rore
1i%ely a plicants for permancat relocation who went cut on furlouzh
arc gpererally cmong those whe have not yet returncd, prcbably have
intentions of reraining cutside as long as pessible.

The ranze of cxperiences =f furlough workers is vide ercuth
to furnish btoth prcponents =ni opponerts of perranent relocation
with further evwidence tz support their respective stends:

Arzainst relccalion: *They cusrded us like cattle <n

The frcins; we couldn't ever et cff at the staticms.
They refused us adrittance to the revice; we =csldn't
get o meal at the cafe. They had a sign: "io Jace." Ve
had to spend a rirht in jnil, there \-g nmo 1" ;lece
to go; the farrer tried tc pyP us, brcke outr ccriract,
The T.R... zan, insteed of representing us, exuck up
for the fer-er. iverywherc ve went, we felt »afrierdly
ey¢s or ur, -rericnn citizers? Huhl!

vy

A0t
s,

For relocatizn: ‘'ihere we wernt, the pecple Jere very
good tc us. . 2 children had evidently beern 1cld about
our coring. when they £aw us on the street, they vould

o wave their ermmr exd say "iidlo." It certainly rade us
= fecl good. e rade :woncy, ostly on potatoes. Te
—y dressed up tc go into town azd weren't discri=irnated
& azainst nt all. I wert tc ehows, ate stcaks in cafes.
g7 I covrse, we *vuided ealocns end beer parlcrs a=d ploces
Ef‘ live that, There were wmnny Yermons where we went, and

'i!.: ]

their influcncs scems to have helped a lct. Of course,
the curfew cn us wes in effect. I'd rather be on the
outeide,!

One current devel:prent in lorzenar, attribuvted by some tc fur-
lourh reports, is roviwvnl zf a resettloment »mlar by a nuaber cf evacuees
or: farm lard available ir Colorado, It is interesting to rote that the
guiding 147ht in this program is not a citizen, but an elien, reportedly
equipped with the required cepital, :

L)

-
LA

Sk

-

Sunmary: zgyloq;ﬁ has hed these favoretle cffects:
(1) Evacuce incorer nave been boosted, returning werkers
have brouzht back knick-knacke ard goods; generally
theee hnvc been rorale lifters, -
-13- . ‘ . Ve = a4
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(2) Friendly contucts with farcers have ircrecased
likelihood of permenect reloceaticas, cnecouraged
others to think ir terns cf relocatiorn. :

(8) Unexpected, plcasant experiences heve balanced

' the picture of race prejudice, hostility, dif-
' ficulty on the outside that is held cl-ost wm-
animously by lanzanar residents.

(4) The fact thrt 1000 workers hove been able %o go
put—this fact nlone--has done ruch tc 1lift the
oppreesive weight of the widespread leeling at
the cutset cf the Yanzanar project that 'thie is

3y 3 l1ike a federnl penitentiary.' :

Fur leuph elro hrs had thcec unfavorable elfects:

(1) Ritter experierces of the 153 kave rdded to
disillusionmernt, kave strengthenced the feclireg
typified by those who say 'this ig ¢ racc var;
talk of denocracy is for prepaganda; just look
at what heppens to you if ycur cclor i
wWronp onc.' :

Recently the iflilitary Intellizence fervice hLes becn recruiting men
arong the Nisei groups for service as translators and .intcrpreters in the
Southerr Pacific theeter of wer, As e result of this ectivity by ¥YID all
persnns contacted Lave received threats, Lbout 30 arplicarts were ready
to enlist in the 1ID, ani : .

nt1

s
v

1ist" hc definitely urdevstands that such a list is in existence. ‘Al]l mer=
Yers of the Center whe have volunteered for duty 4n the Kilitary Intelligence
Service, those who have been ou'spokenly in faver of cooperation with the

tmerican authorities, m rbers of the Japonese americon Citizers' Lengue who"

wave advccated cooperaticn with the Arerican mutherities, and others who b’)p
are thought to be loyel to the United States nre on this black list,




oy e AL g o -
SESECTE T s questioned a5 to w.ether cr not there

rirﬁt be ﬁn&' nnd in existence for the protection of trose =ho ni-ht ke = "~ . -
~vnlved in riots or di sturtancc¢ o¥ Yanranar. Le rtoted *het he couvld rot iqu)

sy as to that. le related
At Porton but that to his Imowledre n

In +alkircs rencrall
++e mturtion; according to

44t he had heard such a 2ynd was in exirtence
o ruch furnd was in exis-ence «1 —anzantr.

- '!”
ray e writter concerning

Tiret, the pro=-Jap-nese pertirent, inrtezd of ézcrezsins is f-ericen
" puccesses continue, hos tonded to increcse. The¢ Jar=rcsc peorle are eone
virced of tr: invincibility o7 the Jemancse Arty &né Lovl’” . refuse to
telieve that th: Uri*cd fiztes ir successful. ™-erc in conridersble dis-
gezsior in the caips breruse of the food cenditicns and teenuvse of low viares,
in cxarcle w2e glven iz roraré to tlc Crucesion docter st Innz-nare It wos
gintad that t.is doctor .is & younw jntcrn =nd that =. =.ce_ved & gxlery
of ‘2200 = y.ar, 0o thc other hind, 2 Japmees doctor, a0 nrio- to :is
rcloc-tion bnd a practice mountizs 1o fror. 15,700 to .2C,000 jer juor, now
receives 315.00 pcr romil -nl is renvired to do rost ol th 1v:orlz 2t the camp.
A-nin, the corparimsor 1r v~de bewecern the $1€.00 e :orth ware of tlhc ledbprers
U in the camoufla~e wmiottirg industry ~rd the 5.75 per hour wote of the eivilian

- l-borerc.  :urthzr, it mny b, statcd thot the rodienl clorert of the ooz

z scere to favor-a pro-rax of puaecful rosistence amtil such tir. os an olfen-
ive ~ction nvninst t:. Ficific Ccast is started br the Jup nisc AThY.
i e o s2d2 th: etaicnent th-t wheotever the uadercover
oy g PPty ¢ | ¢ .nptins to sunish t'.osc who arc mot din ~ccorgd 5
with the policics of tr. rorc radic-1 zlecrent, it is certzinly well organ- |
{=ed; ani hc thi“ke thot tin orgarizatioz is not confincd within the cmp
trt is org-rized with cormurieation hetwecn the various compse.

- A

.pr.ttern of pers:cution and thre-ts wns fres&ntad-hy

b70

-osc persors who ctterpt to 2id in tyc¢ wor cffert or who
- sttempt tonid tic Covornmert ~re throet.n:d ond, in the
- : iretoroe of Tostor, teaten. The wolicy o the radicsl
cle-ert is to do .verythin- teo ¢rbarr-rs the Coverrrcrt,
2. Der't join Covernrent Intelliscemee vnits Scoxusc Ty 6O
dring the wrath o tic “for of icaven” -nd of tle Yan-zise

W ;
o 5 ~ -

: - Army will dcecend wpor yeu =na upcn rll Jup-ncse when the
J.p~ncse Army irvad.s, ) :

i1

»
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8. Vhat ripht docs the Japancse Avericor Citizens' Leogue
heve to =8k for Selective Service, improve Camp condit- :
+ions and rseke other icproverents whern such action joo
- .pardizes the well being of all Jepancse vhen Japan talns
over. .

At the conclusion of the interview Ty =ty
st~ted that the four peresons vhose rames are ret out aboxc ae bﬂlrg d:n-
icrous individuales - that is, JOE KURIEARA, HARRY UYENO, BEV KISEI and
SAX TATEIS'I, should in hie opirion bec irmediately reroved from the camp.
He stoted the® these individuzls have made the statement that since they
.are lfrerican citizens they are immne from any activity by tlie Covernment
such 55 internment. He continued that he did rct think that they shculd

be removed fror. the camp and allowed to go free, since such activity would’

irmediately rake them heroecs in the carp,. - -

Inapmuch rs there are no further leads to e covered ir the Salt
Lake City Field Ih.ls*\n, thls casc is being

RETEZRED UPON COIPLTTION T OTTICE 5 -nIGIR

-
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HARRY Y. UENO o=
1085 TASMAN DR, #175

¢ SUNNYVALE, CA 94089 Los Angeles, 13, California

& September k, 1913 =

SRR '\1 _ . ‘ S - " 2
S |

Cirector, FRI |
Dear Sir; Et: RALPH PALXER WERRITTj

T IRFOCMATION ‘CONCERMING,

& 5

52l Reference is made to Bureau letter dated August 2L, 1913,
B to the Los Angeles Field Dvision, entitled KEXDO AKT JUDO CLUES,

— (D kANZANAR EEZLOCATION CENTEE, MAN.AKAR, CALIFORNIA, requesting infor-
P mation regardin: the hdm above—captioned individual, /

- ttention 4s invited to the report ef Special )
% Agent =] dated August 25, 1943, at Bashingtom, - byc./
5 D.C., & > , maich report sets forth the results of the N
imquiry made at Eashington, [.C. regarding MERRITT. Additional in- /
= formation regarding MZRAITT s set forth in & menorandu= dated August .
o 26, 1943, which was prepared by the los Angeles Field Division. Two ~
, copies of this pemorancuz are forwardsd besrewith. i
it The Los Angeles Field Division is conducting mo further
investization regarding MZRRITT unless instructions to the contrary
-3 are received froc the Bureau. .
_:'.'; /
S Very truly yours, ) <
o * F g S
=— R B. BOOD X _-_/ -
A e 5y c ' a = r‘;
E 5 m L7 ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
e 3 | o SEP 13 1943 .
e e L4 quﬂ‘f U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUST:CE
= . 2 b, < 539 2 i
:____-'—‘t. g -0,‘. aeg) . - - : : \&r\ i
EX T 00 ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED vl
2 *BE"P;;” "N BEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ol s
DATE_¢/a)e) BYsp@mlagy — [uu, e

we i
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E Cent-‘erj Tule Name Hirol ;ARRD Ffroau Bex a»\ge 27 Pamily No. 17058-A

oo . (lost nose) (given naone) y
5 k ADMISSION ADVICE : =
}: For Argnat 6, 1943 164

3 sonth day -
-5 Other Names or Id. Numbers b e

= (Check applicadble square.)

X2 Citizen[¥F; Allen[J. If Allen, Certificate of Identification No.

1 Source:

_ﬁ 1.0 Birth. Mother FPather

i (last name) (given name) (Last name) (given mane)

=X 2.0 Transfer from other R.C.

3.OTemporary Detenti onl Release O
4.OInternment Camp by
5.0 Institutlion ‘ Parole DO

6.[5Group leave
7.0DShort-term leave

B.OQIndefinite leave
©.J0ther

Previous Address Dayton, Washingtagd
Previous Employer or Sponsor _ﬁ Mountain %"CI'Y

I 4 ——'%"
W 4 \Re'portin‘é"ﬂflf{::r v

y/
,,/
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; Mang. R etemeeree: [ o8 AUTHOR —
-5 Many, o = I T )
'%Cen?ér r N a milt et i . IFAg

(R i RIS

x Sex e 2 Pamily No. 83 \
= (lost nase) (given naue) ) =
i":-"'"i ADMISSION ADVICE .o~ 4, T 3
.- Por 104~
%-" ' 3 month day :

& - Man:.ldent. ¢ 350-D '
—:-= Other Names or Id. Numbers
: (Check applicable square.)
, Citizen[3;: Alien[]. If Alien, Certificate of Identification No.
Source:
1. Birth. Mother Father
(last nane) (given naae) (Last mame) (given mome)
2.0 Transfer from other R.C. . '
3. Temporary Detention Release [ .
4.0 Internwent Camp by Reraris: A
5.0 Institution Parole 3
6. CGroup leave
7.0Short-term leave
B.JIndefinite leave
$.[J0ther
51 Previous Address Eavre, Montana
p, ;i Previous Employer or Bponsor_ﬁf-.-_lnuham_'&;ung
'-j 2 Reporting Officer /
o Bureau Budget No. 13-BOZ2P-43
— 1 WRA-177 —4138-nebn-fi-1

Approval Evpires 7-31-44
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER / /
cC-287 Mr.

DiRECTOR . Tolson
- -‘-'- - o
- o g‘ @ Mr, E. A. sz_

rdrral Burrau of Inuestination

Anited Ftatrs Department of Justice ﬁ H
mﬂﬂhi"gtnn' n- ¢-_ {//!

June 18, 1943

AL Wﬁﬁ&%//

. Hecdonp

5 ; . Ersmer

MEMORANDUM FOR TUY= DI2SCTOR Mr. McGuire
0 Mr. Harbo

RE: - 1IAVZAVAR RELOCATION CA'TP Mr. Quinn Tamm
]_a.nzgn 5 a Tele. Room L

’ Mr. Nease

Peference is made to your recugst for the facts relative Ml Berbc

to the testimony before the Dies Comnitiffe hearings in Los Angeles, Miss Gandy

california, attributed to one Alfred A.flohen by the ilos Angeles
newspapers, It ics noted that Cohen alltgedly stated that the Tar
Relocation Authorities, in connection with a riot held in the lznzanar Relocation
Camo on the anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor, actuzlly shipped to an
abandoned C.C.C. camp the Japanese who atteapted to quell the riot, rather than
the Japanese who instigated and participated in it,

According to the Bureau files, one Fredf zyama, & resident of the
lfanzanar Camp, was set upon and beaten by five or six masked men at approximately
9 p.m. on Deceaber 5, 1942, Tarpna had been outspokenly anti-Axis and had headed
the fnti-Axis Comittee of theMapanese-American Citizens leacue in Los Ar
prior to the war, He was beaten about the head, but was not seriously in
Cne Harry foyemo (Kibei) was immediately arrested by the Internal Police
Camp as a’'suspect and was taken to the Inyo county jail, at Independen
The Caup authorities, on the following day, also sought one Joseph Y. ~urihara for
ouestioning in connection with this assault. It should be noted that Kurihara is
the same individual who dominated a meeting held in August of 1942 at the lanzanar
Camp, at which time considerable agitation took place. Kurihara freely stated
that he was bitter toward the United States and one hundred per cent loyal to Japan.
He boasted that he would continue interfering with anything that alded the United
States until he was apprehended by the FBI or the Army. His attitude was apparently
brought about because of the fact that he segyssORDHEDB® United States Army during
the last War and therefore did not think that he gleserved to be evacuated,

74 INDEXED 1 < n2.(. = -7!:
On Decenber 6, 1942, the E%Ez authorities fowljéhudh ~ a I~

meeting attended by a crowd of several hundred people. Thereaf¥T, ctedlas

ee of five Japanese represepting a a0 Y1 J8bnd 6o

to two thousand evac hich had gathered at #fie £Lamp headomertersf <dermgnding
e release/of Uyemo esices/Kurihara, this/pfmniftee consisted n3¥ Yaraguchi,

Shigetoshi’éateishi £oikichifiashimoto, andfladaofliakagana, -—Hry— 3

the Camp Director, told the mbb that if they would disperse he woulq b Uyemo

spokesman for a comri

. et o
back, and it was purportedly so egreed, It is reported, however, that o
Kurihara merely spoke to the mob in Japanese, telling them that they had -
won a victory and should disperse and reassemble at 6 p.m., at which time C
they wouks;force llerritt to release Uyero from the Camp jail. Q\

AUL INFORATION CONTAINED

z \Y
" S (N GORIES I i O D

51207 20 Tanraiene NGNS CLISSFED

NATE 2/a/él RY <008 vane
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A Meoorandum for the Director = _ a2 3 ; Page 2
» ' - . 1 gl g :
Uyemo was thereupon returned to the Cemp jail from the Inyo county fail, .’
At the appointed time, & crowd gathered arounc the "jail and proce®ded to attempt '
to break in and release Uyemo, It decided to compel Mr. Merritt to grant this.
release, The Vilitary Police finally had to-be called in'to restore order, and,
after having made unsuccessful attempts to disperse the mob with tear zas, fired

on the mob, killing one person and wounding ten, :

At about the same time the crowd gathered around the Folice headnuarters
on December 6, 1942, it was learned that another meeting was in progress at one of
the mess halls in the Camp, and that the individuals participating in this meeting
had decided to go to the hospital and pet Fred Tayama and kill him. They proceeded
to the hospital in search of Tayama, but were unable to find him as he was hiding
under a bed. They thereupon Joined the crowd around the Police headzuarters.
Shortly thereafter, Tayama was taken to the llilitary Police barracks for safety.

U ———— Y, ey

As of December 9, 1942, the following Japanese were in military custody
in jail at lone Pine, California, as a result of the disturbances. All of the
Japanese held in military custody had been implicated in the riot,

Hame Date ané Place of Birth
a Fchijifikahoshi
\/%{ chi Parr¥ Hashimoto
geymond #iiroshijf Hirai
Topdtsuono (Kibei)
seph‘?f Kurihara
B Yy TokujiY urpsumi
! y ;?fhdag*ﬁikagawa
- . o Fyedyfrura

7 uzukgia
Qigetoshifateishi (Kibed)
Hapry Y. J2oye

ngetiinzo/Yakayama (Kibei)
Ji SgeorgeMamaguchi
ei3i ﬁ'ataka

fu, VER W A Tt et W R VI WS Y SR |

- W WS e e

. After December 6, 1942, none of the work projects in the iianzanar Camp
were operated. ldisdemeanors in the Camp had previously been handled by a Judicial
comnittee consistinz of four Japanese and three Caucasians, This comnittee, however,
did not function after December 6, 1942, In view of the situation which existed
at Manzanar during the period of these riots, the Camp was placed under complete

 military control durins the riots, and this control continued for a period of days
thereafter until peace had been restored.

while being interviewed by Inspector Gurnea on January-18, 1943, in
connection with Lir., Gurnea's survey of all relocation centers, lir. Ralph lderritt,
Director of the .ianzanar Camp, stated that the situation at lManzanar at that time
was still most unsettled, with the atmosphere being very tense, and that any
incident was liable to stir up the residents to a point where another riot or
disturbance might occur. In connection with the riot of December 6, 1942, kr.

20440
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%‘ L'emorandun for the Director Page 3
E Merritt stated that twenty-six people believed to be trouble makers were arrested,

i
-

ten of whom were later released and returned to i‘anzanar, while dhe reoaining
E%53g;nguum;jani_xn_ﬁ_gggggfary camp established by the \ar Kelocatiop iuthority
2T Losb, Utah. It is thoughl That trib Y the abandonew C.C.C. canp mentioned by

' AllTod—rToheén in his testimony.

rE
L

o Bt

R vt A Bk MO -

The names of all sixteen Japanese individuals sent to lioab, Utah, do
not appear in the Bureau files. It should be noted, however, that on March 15,
1943, the following four Japanese aliens were apprehended by Arents of the Salt
Lake City Office at Moab, upon authority ol Presicential warrants previously
issued by the Alien Enery Control Unit of the Department:

Sokichi Harry Hashimoto
Raymond Hireshi Hirai
Genji|zeorpp, Yamaguchi
BillYenji Jranabe

Their apprehension was based upon their implication in the disturbances at
“anzanar, whicn have been outlined above, They were immediately turned over to
the Immizretion and Naturalization Service to be held pending internzent, this
internment havinz been ordered by the Attorney General on larck 5, 1943.

Respectfully,
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. Clegt

. Ladd

. Nichols

. Traey
. Carson

. Piper

Mr. Neass

. Tolson____toward YEI investigations which have been sviden
_E. A. Tammpf the ¥ar Ralocation uthority.

. Colfey )
. Glavin

. Bosen__

—

. Harbo

. Hendon

. MeGuire_____
. Mumford___

. Quinn Tamm_

Miss Gandy

. i

HARRY vy

1085 Tasupc'0
e SUNNwf{'ff?f1l Ncgﬂéqgég5

Mr. Dillon B, Myer
Director

Wer Relocation Authority
82z Barr Building -

910 17th Street, dorthwest
washington, D. Ce

HERE IS UELESSIFIED
DATE ¢ /2/e B

Dear Kr, Myer

During eour}e of an investigation sonducted by
this Bureau at the fanzanay Relocation Center, difficulty has
again been sncountered becmise of Jeck of cooparation on the part

of the Project Cirector, Mr. Ral Herritt.

The particular investigation {involved mou;—.:od Kendo
and Judo activities, and Mr. Merritt stated that if it were &
eroutine investigation,® he éid mol desire to sooperste.

T would like to point out to you that the investigations
gonducted by the Federal Burem of Investigation involving matiers
having to do with the {nternal security of the ecuntry and the war
effort are of en urgent nature and not what he appears to msdn by
the phraseology Sroutine.® Nevertheless, there is always a lot of
eontroversy in eonnection with investigations of this type at Rar
Relocstion Centers, and if this attitude is to continue, wo will of
necessity refrain froz entering these establishments; and if called
upon by sny cox=ittee to explain, it will, of course, be incuabent
upon me to advise of the lack of cooperation and the hostility
ced by re o

o &.&ﬁé@
REOORP ™ sinceraly you
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Director

MANZANAR, CALIFORNIA

conditions at this camp,
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their disappearance should be made
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October 19, 1942

He did ask if these persons stayed away whether this Bureau would
oonduct investigation to looate them and he was advised that notification of
to the office of the Provost Marshal. I
will appreciate being mdvised whether the Bureau, as & routine matter, would
authorize the institution of investigation to locate persons who may disappear
from these csmps, or whether this is something which should be handled entirely
by the military suthorities or possibly be
of the military authorities.

handled by the Bureau on the request

A Special Agent has just returned fram a visit to Manzanar, and a
separate report is being forwarded to the Bureau with reference to present

Yours truly,

« B. HOOD

8pecial Agent in Charge

20118



. CONCIDTRTHAE Vay 22, 19437 -
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¥y, Julius.A, Goldwater =
The Puddhist Brotherhood in America '

532 Bonhill Rd., Bremtwood Eeights

Fest LosaAngeles, Californkd

Doar Mr. Goldwaters:
Regarding letter or April 24, 1943, written in

behalf of Vr. Yoshiro Eaku, now & resident of Leupp
. Relocation Center.

- ; Sinceresly yours,

:_ " D.Somr
i Director

(; Lechliter:ls

5/19/4%

= (Piles sent to Confidential Files)
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THis casz omiGiNnATED AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA . §U mux o 100-4817

MErONT MADK EY + a ot - DATE WS MADE PR IOD POR J | mroRT MADERY T | o, - = B?C./
WHLCH MADE -

Balt lake City, Utah | '1/19/46 7/16/46

ﬂn.'l Ao e A =% i & oy BT
mmm?mosm m_&é‘ was: 'g-‘ _ St X s o
ond :

[,] gl‘oyo'ﬂimi Raym _ ALIEN ENEMY CORTROL - J

(e

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: L Attorney General under date of
4/16/46 issued order releasing
Bubject, Disposition sheet sub=-
mitted, ’

T e s T - o

e e

t

= = - -

. ¥ 2 e L

Bureau File 100-140363,
Bureau letter to Salt
Report of Special Agent ats

‘Salt Lake City, Utah, May

A=~ - - - ey ey [ - et e Sy maa

e Ao R.fercnoo Bureau letter raflootod that tho :
) .I.ttornoy General undor date of April 16, 1946 had ismed an order dirooting
?t Subjeot be released from .‘..nterment.

‘-"‘--.' ".

A dilponition lhoot is being submitted to the

': 5"“.‘,““"‘"“’-';‘“‘- G ML OO “fn“b

"

5 e RHCLOSERy) 79 T BURRAY HER ;: :E ua_..:.hx...

el B A “.Dispositicn ahest

T REFERRED nron’ canP;}:ncm ™ omcr: OF RIGI - -
APFROVED AMD

FORWAR DO NOT WRITE N THESK SFACES . <D

o }dn -7/4@3@ —J2d

7 mwmnm = =
(2 Bureau (Bno.) e
Los Angeles (100-18508)

1 - USA, Salt Leke City ¥
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i Mr. Thomos M, Cooley,
“Yontrol Unit 2

Yjrecter, #lien *neny

X

i
YN
HER;‘I‘E. L— hm’
DATE

rr merorandum Gnted Jemunry 18, 1946, which
tioned vperscne.

- .

/

U

A R I T G SR L SR

A revier of the Bureru files rv‘lcctc no cero~
gub-ecte vkich hes not clrezdy been furnishet to
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In the Matter of
Dl :- ril. “l

‘RAYHOND NIROSHT EIRAL | . 146-135-2-124230

Alien Ensmy

ORDER

The above-pamed alien enemy baving besn interned by ordepn;dated

.hroh B, 1943, & ; apd it ippoarina from a8 reconsideration ef all

June 21, 1944

the evidence dearing upon this matter that said alien ensmy should be
released; EOW, THEREF(RE, "

IT IS ORDERED that said order,dated ..r:::hzg' {ﬁ' & be, and

the same heredy Ml vacated and set aside; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED that said alien snemy be re leased.
Z:"-- ‘:..r. Lﬂﬁr#\ C

ATTORNEY GENERAL

~Pp o

RS
Dated, v ;
};)’6 o
ﬂ
Sy ,_
\ﬁ 5 20037
qu ak yoo-14 0363
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~ JOuN EDGAR HOOVER b . -l S
pDiRLCTOR C 0 cC-287 : 10m /
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Frdrral Surrau of Investination _ Clegg
' " lavi
= Hnitrd Btatrs Drpartmrent of Justice . L.:id ;
Q
A . P
Il Fashington, B. €. saNictoly ==
E.’; /*’ . h 8 = Mr. Rosen
June 21, 1943 \ Mr. Tracy

i ‘ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED  Xr- Servee——
= 1085 TASMAN DR. #175 /HEREIN lS U JCLASS”.'IED Mr. Beodon
e % (2 (€1 BXcryplominamy Ni: et ——

SUNNYVALE, CA 94089

2o AR T Sl NT

Mr, Barbo
FBIF- URVEY OT%RP.MESE RELOCATION CENTERS Mr. Quion Tamm__
{ Tele. Room
Mr. Noane
For your infarmation, there is set out below a summary Miss Beabm
of the details relative to certain difficulties experienced by Miss Gapdy

Inspector Gurnea at the time he was making a survey of thé-4anranar
Relocation Center, Manzanar, California. It should be noted that while maling

“his survey of all relocation centers operated by the ¥ar Relocation Authority,
Inspector Gurnea apparently received full cooperation from all of the personnel
contacted with the exception of Mr. Ralph B.YMerritt, Project Director of the
Manzanar Camp. '

. ‘t}w lll: l"a i ‘\1.‘3' ‘l‘..

On Tuesday, January 19, 1943, Mr. Merritt was interviewed by Inspector
Gurnea. At the beginning of this ipterview Merritt was asked to what extent ths
Mznzanar Relocation Center was self-supporting. He thereupon wished to be told
what the FBI was driving at. He gsked whether this was an investigation of the
Project Director, and stated that/ he did not understand the Bureau's position.
It was pointed out to Mr. Merritt that the survey was being conducted at the
expressed request of Mr. Dillorf’Meyer, Director of the War {felocation Authority. i N
Merritt was advised that tne y interest the FBI C.Cas{he matter was to 1end;.'n
asaistance to the War Relocation Authority, and that the Eﬁ%ﬁu had in no wmy
requested permission to conduct an investigation of arqxﬂkr Relocation Center. V4

o et o] 2

iy

1
1
-

Mr. Merritt then stated that Agents of the Bureau have, Irom #ime’to i
time,interviewed informants at Manzanar, which informants have lstaqugﬂ¥_gﬁiygn3
up because d their association with the Bureau. Merritt also pointed out that
although there have been known trouble makers at Manzanar, the FBI has refused
to remove them because they are citizens of the United States. With respect to
this, Mr, Merritt was advised that the Bureau had neither the legal right or the
authority to remove any individuals, whether citizens or otherwise, on its omn
volition. It was explained to him that citizens could not be removed unless
there wae a violation or an alleged violation and unless the United States Attorney
"had been consulted and expressed the opinion that prosecution could be had, where-
upon the citizen would be taken into custody with due process of law., With respect
to alien evacuees, it was explained that the only manner in which the Bureau could

£y

remove them would be to present the individual cases to the United States Attorney,

A SR S ¥)

T e

5
(‘Z foliowing which a varrant could be issued and the individual removed to be
D taken before a hearing board, who would determine whether he should be
55 interned or returned to a relocation center. Whether the person was a
e eitizen or an alien, the Bureau could, of course, in no way be responsible

Y ook de

for the ultimate disposition of his case. It appeared to Mr. Gurnea that
o~
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3, Japanese who called to ses Nash were ordered outside, "He must think we
are a bunch of Indians or Necroes the way he bosses us around with con-
tempt" were their opinions, _

L. He has maneuvered to place the oamp's Police Department under the Adminis-
tration. This Police Department is the only department in whioh the
masses had complets confidence. This move tends to suppress abuses of

the whites toward the Japanese as it wae in the cese of immoral practices
Geni S with P ez _;_.;-. .4 and alleged to be also with '-

0lit B LA TETt e Department in camps will take awd
last vestige of proteotion. The Police Department should be free and
independent. The Polloe Department has been stern but humane, considerate,
and juste.

5., Every man in oamp now fears the mail being censored.

6. Nash is using the "yes-men" block leaders as his stooges and completely
; controls the "Free Press” through Public Relations Department.

7. Lemons and sugar used freely by the administration offices for lemonade
once in the forenoon and once each afternoon out of camp ration, and often
sugar is ladled only 1 teaspoonful to a person. This is ordered by Nash,
The boy who put up a kick is now transferred to another job. Brush
cutters and hard laborers heard about it, and they 'hollered' also cooks
thollered' because Nesh's selfish demands interferred with cooking echedule,

7. Nash has "hired"
and asked fé'

B. Dearth shortage in medical personnel. A white doctor wes to oome
head of )edical Department, but Nash and foto and Rt wite Riaaaeat o o
motored to Independence for "dinner" and sent wire e€afing no white
needed as the Medical Department is O.K., etoc. Whereas, no department
needs reform more than Medical, but "No decent dootors will work under
&é”. is the charge, Thus hundreds of mothers feel badly about hospitalls
indompetency with shortage in help with many children with measles now
are left with vomit on their clothes and lack of attention.

9. Nash first spoke here sbout a month ago and "promised®™ freedom of walks
to the hills and to have sentries removed, etc., and that he Tunderstood®
minority problems because he was head of Negroes and Indians, but after
one month nothin- is kept. Rather, he has become dictatorial, undemocratic,
and intimidating as examplified in that fake, bluffy speech about San
Frencisco's being attacked, eto.

I know that Japanese will cooperate 1007, but it will not be under Roy
Nesh's tactics because he is a Little Caesar, vain and intimidating. We nesd
a man who 4s inspiring and democratic and one who knows how to work with us

v
g2 20004 H;,’U/
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and not one who lies, bluffs, and intimidates like Hitler.

I may soon be Koked out of here beoause police are now under Nash and
he may find out that I am writing to you, but I can fight from outside for 4

justice alsol

5
<
=
¥
L
7.
]
£
P

is out. Belief and rumor are that all the Heads

from Washington down to various oamp direotors are Jews ] There soems to

be lots of resentment on that socore because they feel that they are prej-

udiced and they want unquestionable white Americans of stern but humane

views in charge of camps, not & cheap politician who swells up like a

toad when he gets to lord over us in distressl 1 am confident of 1

cooperation when many of these grievances are remedied. Thus with all
dopartmenta in camp in confusion, lack of oonfidence in leader, Nash

with questionable {mmoral practices by Nash's i 9%&5@?@

with the most despised Jap girl in camp, g Ao With Jp'?"/
the administration, holding down the job T :

for Japanese, refusing jobs to competent applicants and favoring friends
and cliques; ‘no wonder there's a very bad morale here now. 1 know you
will check into these and remedy them. Nash should gol Come over ir
you can. We trust you both and we will show you these conditions and

will tell you the truth.

10. News is +hat Eisenhauer

'1-.;.#1-1.1..3‘1 b

4

AL}

O TVRE

This breaking down of morale and confusion due to bad menagement

R

éﬂﬁ by Roy Nash, this camp Director, and his tactless stooges must be remedied.

3?5 I am confident that whole-hearted cooperation by the citizens and residents

- of Manzanar is possible by restoring to them confidence in their leader. Roy
= Nash is not the man for this ocamp.

h
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¥enorandum for the Director Page Two

Mr. Merritt had previously been of the opinion that the Bureau could act as it
saw fit in any cases where trouble makers were involved, &

s TWith reference to the so—called beatings of the Bureau's informants,
Mr. Merritt reguested to know how the FBI was going to handle interviews at
the Manganar Center in the future. It was pointed out to him thet apparently
due to the conditions at the center those individual evacuees who desired to
cooperate with the Government, including the War Relocation Authority and other
agencies, were placing themselves in a dangerous position. It was further pointed
out that a premium was apparently being placed on disloyalty and noncooperation
since it was the consensus of opinion among the evacuees that those who did not
cooperate might live in security. MNr. Merritt was told that it was the duty of
the United States Government toward the evacuees to assure that any individusl
who wished to exhibit his loyalty to the United States could do so without fear
of physical violence from the disloyal element, and if this protection was not
given to loyal Japanese, the Government Was failing in its obligation.

In connection with the allegation that informants have been beaten
as a result of their contacts with Bureau Agents, Inspector Gurnea secured a
1ist of violations, beatings and threats which had taken place in the camp. This
1ist, which was complete only up to Deceaber 6, 1942, was comprised of a total of
twenty-five cases, and of the victims in these case only one, Fredyrayama, could
be considered as an individual who had give information to this Bureau on conditions
existing at Manzanar. Furthermore, it would appear that Tayama's background made
him the object of physical violence rather than his cooperative attitude with this
Bureau, He was formerly Chairman of the Southern District Council of the Japanese-
American Citizens League and was one of the founders of the anti-Axis Comzittee
which was fTormed to aid the agencies of the United States Government in protection
against subversive activities among the Japanese. He has been very outspoken with
respect to his loyalty to the United States.

Vr. Merritt then stated that if a Congressional Investigative Comittee
were to come into the Manzanar Center and ask him the cause of the riot of
December 6, 1942, he felt that he would have to say that the FBI was responsible,
He stated that as a result of this riot it had been necessary to remove informants
of this Bureau from the center. In this connection, a list was secured of all
i{ndividuals removed from the Manzanar Center as a result of the riot, and of the
aixty=-six person o were moved, only two could be considered as having given
informetion of yalue to the Bureau. These are Fred Tayama, who has been referred
to above, and Yogo)Tanaka, Tanaka, like Tayama, bad been prominently associated
with thé}ﬁnﬁh sedmerican Citizens League, and had been employed as a aocumentary
historian for the Viar Relocation Authority. He, likewise, has been very outspoken
‘as to his loyalty to the United States. =

At this point, Mr. Merritt was told that whether his allegations as to
the informants of the Bureau being the cause of disturbances were true or not,
it is, nevertheless, the duty of the United States Government to protect any

apanese who desired to cooperate. Mr. Verritt replied that the matter of pro—
[ioction depended upon the method in which that duty was carried out and stated

20448
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Me®umxium for the Director E“Plge Three

that he-did not wish any FBI Agent to interview any individual &t the Center
henceforth. He stated that if interviews were necessary, he would arrange to
bhave the desired persons transported to Lone Pine, California, or to a ranch
he owned some twanty miles north of Manzanar. It was pointed out to him that
this would not be a practical solution since it was not possible to foretell
the names of individuals who would be interviewed during the course of an
investigation. It was again stressed that whether informants were to be
interviewed or not, and how they were to be interviewsd, and whether having
been interviewed they were beaten because of that fact, were secondary factors,
and that the primary problexz was the protection of those Japanese who were making
efforts to be loyal. It was pointed out that protection must be furnished, if
not by the Viar Relocation Authority then by the United States Army.

In view of his insistence that the beatings at the Center were the
result of individuals having served as informants or having been interviewed
by Agents of this Bureau, Mr. Merritt was requested to name those individuals
whom he considered in this category. He was unable to name any except Fred Tayams,
although he subsequently submitted a list of seven individuals. All of these
persons are known to the Bureau as having beéh active in Japanese politics and
very outspoken in their loyalty to the United States.

Vith reference to the organization of the internal security unit in
the camp, Mr. Merritt stated that he had found it necessary to™uild up a
Police Department at Manzanar in order to protect himself fraom the FEI." 1In
explanation of this statexment, Merritt said the Bureau had been using informants
in the Center, thereby causing dissension. He said that the FBI had been sending
checks to informants at the Center, and said that he had been told by the Post
Office Department that Fred Tayama, victim of the beating of December 6, 1942,
had received a Government check through the mail in an envelope bearing the
return address of the FBI. It was thereupon demanded that he produce the mail
clerk that gave him this information in order that the statement could be proven
false. He said that he did not know the name of the EEEQIE;£%§§_cmployue furnishing
this information because he, Merritt, had received it ec in a comounication
from the ar Relocation Authority in Washington. It should be noted that no indivi-

dual at the Manz elocati e r has ~eived € ks through the mail from
ce the

this Burea it was nted out « Merr at P

BGEEEE?ﬂES!i'not have a checking account as such, since all funds handled through

this Bureau by check are issued by the Treasury Department. Of further interest,

4t 4is known that the Wartime Civil Control Adpinistration did send checks to some —

évacuees in Relocation Centers for services which had been performed prior to their <

arrival in the Centers. Mr. Merritt then asked the pointed question of whether e

or not this Burezu had any paid informants at lanzanar. He was advised that the O

Bureau had no such informants. i Q.
The interview as summarized above became quite heated on several occasions,

and at one point Mr. Merritt was told that if he was going to be uncooperative and

Rcagey" the entire affair was a waste of tdme and it would probably be better if

the survey of Manzanar were terminated at that point. He requested specific infor-

mation as to what recommendations were going to be made as a result of the survey
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MeZSran8um for the Director Page Four

e

and was—advised that these recommendations would be made to the War Relocation

S Authority in Vashington, D. C. and not to individual Project Directors.
e Mr. NMerritt eventually decided, however, to cooperate in the survey and ultimately
furnished a complete picture of the administrative setup at Manzanar and gave all
o information requested of hin.

L}
1

Respectfully, %

Bl

1
k)

!

Tt

(B

o’ .
| O ly\!‘{ ’.:_-: .

— 1

g

"I;
N

4 b

L

(it
LI:L’.J.E F

|

bh.

b

13
A b

Zeaao ]l i ¢

H{}

J L
el u.l.|‘ R

20450

—



"
Aok
s -
v ”
i

(s .
o
'

4
H

1.

4

5.

; -——,
- Statement of “r, Ned Canpbell: [

. my opinion that the events that 1o to the final

. I have never scen

the whole diftdculty at “anzenar,

7 ('-i_\u.-f“

ooy

¥hat evidenco was tiare fa- th- arrestin: of Ueno?

Ueno was firct plcked up on suspicinn, sy tred Tuynma stuted that e TrecH7-
nirad hin in the nmasked group that attacked hin.. ‘rom ny personal knowlodve
I knew Uen» to a=tualdy hate ired ‘ayame anl tha® he ha! oppased ire? on
many moves.

As far us th: ectuel irest, that followed a carcful check o Ueno's ali 4
an! our fim:inr that he waa positivelv lyin- es to hin “hereabouts. We
intended to make a further check 0. his aliid on Sunday morniny.

[4d vou have any evidence of tlie developmont of unrest?

of it =n” several of our alvisers (Jeponese)
ever increasin- tension. However, 1! {:
"Now-up followvei in rapid
soguence sni I do mot believe {het e fully realized tho rapliity ~4ih <hich
they werc movin: a dey or two prior to ‘he trou lec.

Yes, we hai seen ranv instances
had constantly warned ue of the

It is my belief that the sulden removal of 2 men % the IFBI on “hursday
mey have been thc cnuse of the beating o Tayama, aa I know he was inter-
viewed by the ITI shortly betors thoy removed the 2 nen.

The arresting of Ueno was protably only a part of thc whole thin:. :
ﬂhht'ina the teWper_o{-tho comnittoe nhcn it celled upon ‘ir, !érrltt?
penple diapleying the fanaticel zerl that shown on these

fellows' faces ani in th2dr eves. 'There mas deteraination an! sufficicnt

irrationalization so that I a= convinced almost anythin: ..oull have happener,

w
fias the outbrealk in anyway comncete? with ¥fR2 policios?

Undoubtedly, our inability 1= the rasl to rennsve ani Se.revate certsin cankers
of unrest, Jangsterisn, disloyalty, ete. is = prime contriuting “actor to
fuch enuivocati~n and preorastinatinn has
no place in u reloacation center “ealin: with a co~nlex versity of Japzneso

peoplos,

Uniou't edly tiue =amner in whi:h tho new Camou. ls.c cropornl was intro ‘uced
to 'he people an’ the vlans suroun'in:- 1t only a‘ded fu-l to a smolieriny
fire that we 'mes existed.

Nur failure to get out clothin allouanccs concurr.ntl, with othsr comps
41d nothin; to alleviaic the situation,
Fas it because of ssatisfaction with *he Atninistration?

Without sou't tere e conslierable dissitisfantion ~pn- dou't as to ‘he
honesty of mrself an" othir muembers of the A’ministration ue to a report.

- HARRY Y. UENOQ.
5 1085 TASMAN DR, #175

o ; SUNMYVALE, CA 94089
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80 svitten to ., N FAREE ALY froun, v o raye ahoiMa., Lyery 2:1lenec of Causitng
10 en)ty g ArCE e p, pmeoe M0 SRR sicoscl aulin) oy Mi oAt Loy
CrRACRt tiL: 1t eq 2 foeling  thab tpe Trelln- iz qatense,

Sauld the SECON ! mut heve sormgs 4f Uenn A busn left In Y541

In a1} protubilsty net, ot I om convinvei ! pot e Feoprttt Enrecd ta £
U8 99int ‘Yere 60217 heve per LLoodshied gF arebebly srpnter Arozortiane
then sceurred ith the Jinpﬂrsing 2T tac seemd HoTE

Couls th »0oh anve bLean tellze? nutb o0 tip teapar 1y SO VARSI TAR IS YT

Definltaly not.

Was there o By tIme : vicsteon o the eaTily a5 ph, Lives of the Csusnsian
Prrsonn.- 19

I have felt very cefinitoy that Lisre veve nas 5411 =xlst cort 4n “rnatical
~leqaents who NI1%508a 0f the cootin: have dovelope? 5 ot e o7 »11 ”"u:uzlnns,
that a4 nt 1o dreered teadingt ony apa g several Ceucnsd ipa,

Bor muclt physior | damic ves op- t5 proport- 9

2 omtoio! e vare davarad b g, nitesuacn mob {n thedir in- o* nerch, ioth
aalicionsly, :

.5 Qoverrent autoollleg wWere daqeed ly the vvenin - asly, 2 seriously.

The poli:e statio, huildln; 291 one coarper @acked a-F,

‘@ kNno™ of ap atteant to gen . ouililn.  sg0y B TG RS pi'csonce
37 “Iry Hon,

HArre vere ming s "85 US, nen as te&ring.ﬂownffirﬁ CRIINILAEPS ) Lina dp
windony, to, :
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= MEMORANDUM FDR INS "IR ll. E. GURNE& -19- C"} Karoh 30, 19,3
R i’ C
e RE: BURVEY, KAR HEIDCAIION CENTERS,
W MANZANAR, CALIFORNIA
.::5, L]
3
= i =
-
=3
IMAT was the investigator mssigned by Chief BCHNIDT to asocer-
tain the writer of these letters, and in oconneotion with this investigation,
the letters were discussed with TMAT by Agents of this office on Eovember 9,
_ 1942,
s Respectfully submitted,

R. B. HOOD
8pecisl Agent in Charge
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;; . _— 57+ cent 48 being spent for iood here. T:is was
S - . released by somcbody iu the camp.. Army slair .45 4s

Siee Low v o, - meaxima for this camp. e -
e 6. Bugeestod that they want exact price of deldvery.
' i Storekespar to check on invoice. co "

ot : > _ ‘r-. In Qctober they were 610‘{3# short on sugar, by NOTII;}-
L . ber Mass division did notniug atout it. At T.anke-
T 215 ik . Ziving each Wess were glven 20§ exira.

E 8. They are going to see that all suger ic acoounted
for.

o N S TIRCINT - S € 1\ July claims they wers 175¢ Bhort en sugar, but he ;.- .-
~ 814 not check on it, i ' - _

: 40. Ueno told chefs that if anvtning was short to make
; cerplain and try to get it.
b 1. They plar to get 5 rerrecentetive fror Tlock le.ier
1" and 4 from vork corp %o investigate on fosd and
i Bugar. (vals was fawored by comittec).
E "t 1. Garpdell and KL ball asled for extrs sugar after .
4 Uiy Jov. 5. Tnal wus alter Mese cozrlaint. frey claia
: that unless they ask, t-=- don’t get nothing. :
13. Uenco claim that 811 tenderioin is taker out fron
' beef. .
14. Oooks asked the aese division to gt them kmives,
- X but they were told that they were scarce and or .
“*  priority. But when the Chef paid for it they gt i
el t rignht amay. Toey are going to checlk: direct )
through Quarter Maste= and see if the liess Divis.on :
did put in a regquest for imifes. ;
' -.'_-" 15. Adminictrative Necs is ;e{:ting more food $han
: B ' " other Mess. The~ have no invoice for dslivery of
: . - food. '
f b & - -, 16. Weno suggested that administretive mess Buy own 4 o
[ e e : . food, " : o e

‘Yeno claims at Foston 8 in sach mess égi HD. i
rest gets §16. -. geem e

N e A
e e ottt
= =

Usno asked for about 150 sacks of special #ice and - i
' the effice $old him that they were %o ged 0084 * [~ '» =
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G 2o ' C-287 Mr. Tolson
. JOHN EDGAR HOOVER C = =
- " pimzcTOm - : 7 Mr. E. A. Tamm_

Mr. Clcge

Fedrral Burrau of Inuestigation Mr. Coffey

! - 2 Mr. Glavin
#nifrd States Brpartmrent of Justice 1 Mr. Ladd

thinBtnn' n. G' -I‘ : “I’. Hieho‘l'____
Ry e~  DUL;KLW ) Mr. Rosen
YS! Calls 11:10 AV August 13, 1943 T MERTracy

= 3 . Carson
Mr., Harbo
_ ; Mr. Hendor

HARRY_Y. UENQ . MEMORANDUM FOR _XNR. E. A. TANY Mr. VeGuire
1085 TASMAN DR. #175 : & Mr. Mumford
SUNNYVALE, CA 94083 RE: MAN:ANAR RELOCATION CENTER Mr. Piper
Mr. Quinn Tamm_
Tele. Room
Mr. Nease
Miss Beahm
Gendy

SAC R. B. Hood, Los Angeles, called with
reference to the above-entitled matter. He advised that
he has an agent and translaotor at this camp at the presen
time conducting some inquiries into Shintoiem and Judais
in accordance with Bureau itnstructions. /

4

Yr. Ralph ;ﬁ(&erritt, who i8 the head of th¥ camp,
called the Los Angeled \Office yesterday and in Kr. Hood's absence,
tolked to one of the supervisors., :

—_—

e

Xr. Yerritt 8aid thot at the present time he is trying
to segregote the loyal from the disloyal ot his camp by inter-
views, qQuestionnaires, etc. and he complained because the FPI's
investigation was interfering with his work, i.e. upset the people,
etc. LlNr. Merritt was asked how long it woulcd take for him to
complete this segregation and he replied November.

Kr. Verritt asserted that he thought the FBI should
call him before proceeding to his camp; thot he ghould be apprised
: of what we are investigating and how we intend to do it. The
— supervisor replied that we could give him a general idea of
ii} our investigation but not the details nor the procedure; that

it is not the Bureau's custom to notify people before we instigate
an fnvestigation.

¥r. Verritt said he didn't know whether or not he
would cooperate with us. However, after the cgent indicated
the matter would be taoken up with Washington, Merritt bocked
down and cooled off.

: !
Lr. Hood stated he could see no recson why we should Q‘t’
-call Kerritt to make arrongements, etc. JI told him not to do it

) then. SN CONTAINED -

-‘.-'."‘ FORMA.“JN Cor\:- : P iy
i ﬁ%z‘&‘N IS UNCLASSIFIED R,{}J‘Eéfﬁfffh M 710362
e : sP!QOMlQM hL S B Z
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Thig Case Oririnated at 10S RUGTIES S1C File No, 100-4392
Report !ade at te FPeriod Report lade by
x SALT £ CITY, UTAL 6-21-43 £-23,6-15-43 DB L'?'-/
Title : Character of Case
|/ arsiyomm stDascTs  (Subversive Activities at T IECthL SECURITY =21
0 inranar Nelocation Center, California) '

SY::orele OF F.CTS:

O-tline of events leading up to the lanzanar incident
as outlined by JOT EURIBARA set out. KULRIIARA admits
being brains and instigator of the larnzanar incident
ard of disturbances prior thereto.

- ROUC -~
= REFERE CT: Revort of Special Agent | IRNNNE *ted 12-7-42, Lo
£ at Salt lake City. ;
K a:

> ALL INFORIATICN COTAINED
1D r
£ HERER 1S GADLESSEIED
2 | wone DATE clale  BYcogouirem
=1 \ Addltional investipgation in this case is predlcntedn
= b{ : 3 by Acsistant Special Agent in Charge LEO C. BEULTY from bqp
‘_'—_‘-:' ' Ao B8 Informant stated that he had been advised that
- \{ certain 1nd1v1dua Y ''oab Isolation Center had been talking rather freely
oF about the lianzanar incident and that they were also talking of the part which
g .| | they played in this incident.

'0AB, :
2 AT B, UTAE /L,
4 a . F. S. FRLICRICE, Iaternal Security Chief, advised that
gf?; hpproyed & Forwarded SAC Do Not Virite in Thése Spaces

1 € St |/ IIT]/1E e 72~ | recorwe
,;_/" 4 €opies of This Report ; ._11112.3.!‘:’3
) 5 JUN 281943 &@M #1272

Nenis : 2043
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RE: BURVEY, WAR RELOCATION CENTEERS
MANZANAR, CALIFORNIA

L3

8lso an Amerioan legionnaire, who has taken an opposite attitude to that of
KURIEARA.™ Oo such oooasions, mocording to Mr. TEMPLE, BLOCUM speaks for the
benefits of American oitizenship, and XURIHARA olaims thet there are no bens-
fits for those of Japanese ancestry. Omn page 25 of the above report, there is
set forth an argument bhad between BLOCUN and EKURTHARA on July 28, 1942, at the
first open meeting of the Meanrzanar Cititens Federation, and in this, BLOCTM
stated that he was doing what he could towards expediting the military emsr-
gency.

On August 10, 1942, this office received a copy of a letter written
to the W. R. A. by JOE BLAXEY and JAMES ODA, requesting that aotion be taken
against leaders of the Kibeil Group at Manzanar as a result of this August Bth
moeting. The letter asks segregation of the loyel Japanese, and suggests
"that the proper suthority guarentee full protection at all times to those
pro-fmeriocan lesders, such as TOFKIE SLOCUM and KARL YONEDA, whose seocurity has
been endangered by terroristic pro-Japan elements"™. The letter also says that
at the meeting of August Bth, the pro-American speakers were surrounded by a
riotous mob and given unbearable insults and threats of bodily injury.

In July, 1942, there was formed at the Manganar Relooation Center,
an organization known as the Manzanar Citizens Federation, the members of whioh
were pro-American Japanese-Amerioan ecitizens. There was oconsiderable opposition
to this group from the pro-Japanese element in the Center, and several argunents
were had between these factions at ths meetings of the Federation. This is fully
set forth in the report of Special Agent (NEEEERENNEINSIEPFY datod Ootober 7, & b 7¢
1942, at Los Angeles, entitled, "MANZANAR CITIZENS' FEDERATION, INTERNAL SECURITY
J". In the above report, it is stated that SLOCUM several times in publioc meet-
ings, proolaimsd his loyslty to the United States. In a letter dated August 7,
1942, written by SBLOCUM to this office, in whioch he tells of the second moeting
of the Menzanar Citisens Federation, SLOCUM states that he and JOE KURIHARA got
in & public argument, SLOCUX upholding the United States. SLOCUM at that time
oslled himself “"the recognized absolutely pro-Amerioan™. BSLOCUX at that time

wes threatened by the pro-Jepan element, and as a result, reguired protection
from the Manzanar Polioce Department.

= In & letter to this office dated Angust 23, 1942, SLOCTM states,
®rhreats, intimidations and violenoe of harm to body and limbs still persists
for those who are pro-Ameriocan. ARIYOSHI, who 18 considered cool-headed, warned
me that I may be next on the besting Iist". -

A letter from SLOCUN dated August 25, 19L2, states, "Another man oame
to my house to warn me to keep my mouth shut if I did not want to get mobbed; I
was not there; anyway, I am here pitching, just as ever”. 1
2036
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MEMORANDUM FOR INSFECTOR M. E. GUENEA -T- March 30, 193

RE: BURVEY, WAR RELOCATION CEFNTERS
MANZARAR, CALIFORNIA

up until the time that that paper went out of business in Nay, 1942, During the
last six months of its existence, TANAEA diotated the policies of that newspaper,
and it was noted that it became strongly pro-Amerioan, TAEKAEA himself observed
that this attitude met with disapproval from some of the alien pro-Japanese msmbers
of the ocommunity, and he pointed out that the circulation of the newspaper dropped
considersbly as a result,

. orthooutbnak of “r. TAHLKL 8
mittee of the Japanese-Amerioan Cititens League, the publioly stated purpose of
which was to luiat the Unit.d Shtu Gowmmnt in the suocessful rounutim

After his evacuation to Nanzanar, he held the position of Documentary
Historian for the Manzanar Relooation Center, and in such position, submitted re-
ports to the W. R. A. concerning events which transpired at the Nantanar Center.
After hie arriwval at Manzenar, TANAKA eontimued to proolaim his loyalty to the
United Btates.

In & letter dated July 15, 1942, from TOKIE SLOCUN, it is stated;

"Here at this oamp there is a struggle for power between Jupanese
American Citirens league leaders under FRED TAYAMA, TOGO TANAKA, JCE
MASAOKA, TAD UYENO mnd KITYOSHI HIGASEI against Chairman of the Blook
leaders AXAEASHI. « « to see which side is to rule the oamp.™

A memorandum in the file dated August 5, 1942, sets forth that EED
CAMPBELL, Assistant Project Diroctor ot the Manzanar Relocation Cenmter, in an
interview with Speoial Agent (N Nti: P! this office, mentioned TOXIE |7~
SLOCUX, FRED TAYAVA, and TOGO ILMK.L CAMPBELL said that he felt that these
individuals were "flag wavers" and their loyalty was questionable because of
their pro-American ideas and statements. )

TANAXA was one of the founders of the Manzanar Citizens Federstion,
whioch has been mentioned above, the original meeting at which the organisation was
founded having been held at TANAEA's home July 20, 1942, The report of Special
Agent dated October 7, 1542, at Los Angeles, entitled
"MANZANAR CITIZENS' FEDERATION - INTERNAL SECURITY J", set forth complete b

20363



i S ,-,,,-,-'.__;,_:)";,( e .:'.."'...-_‘..'..'_‘.L'...-_-.u..a_..._.-... PaEa T {_' B, --h4-‘0'—-—--'--‘—'-»-.--..A-u.._-a.-....,_h :
MEXORARDUY FOR ms(;:wg vor omm -e Q) Ohren 30, 191

RE: BURVEY, WAR RELOCATION CERTERS
MANZANAR, CALIFORNIA

»

information regarding-the Mantanar Citizens Pederation. It will be noted
therein that this organization received considerable opposition from the
pro-Jupan element at the Reloocation Center, and further, that ths individusls

o'
o

b asgoojated with the Federation were looked upon with suspicion and distrust

s by the pro-Jspan group in the Center.

- 7=
= In the report of Bpecial Agent i e ] dated November

2 16, 1942, at 1os Angeles, entitled “JOSEPE Y, KURIEARA; EARKY YOSEIO UYEKO,

= SEDITION] beginning on page 2 thereof, there is set forth a report of an argument
had between TAKARA, KURIHARA and UYEFO, 4n which TAXAKA upheld the United States,
. and in which KURIHARA and UYENO vehemently opposed TANAKA's position. It will
2 be recalled that KURIHARA and UYENO were allegedly ths instigators of ths riot -
] of December &, 1912, at Manzanar.

= TAEAFA was one of the fifteen members of the Mansanar Commission on
? Self-Govermment, who, during ¥ovember, 19.2, received letters signed "BLOOD

BROTEERS ASSOCIATION", oriticizing the Commission for their pro-American actions
&nd accusing them of persecuting the Japanese in the United States.

[.
X

The files of the ¥anzanar FPree Press reflect numerous references to

T TANARA. Tt will be recalled that this publicetion is distributed to all residents
= of the Center. The issue of July 24, 1942, contains an article regarding the

= first meeting of the Manzanar Citizens Pederation, and lists TANAKA as being one
= of those in attendance, and further, that one of the purposes of the organitation
? was partioipation in the United Btates war effort. The Pree Press issue of July
5E 27, 1942, states that TANAKA was appointed Co-Chairman of the Manzanar Cooperative
o Enterprise. Tn the same issue was an article stating that TARAKA gave & speech

entitled, "Preparing Evacuees for Post-imar Conditions" at a meeting of the Manzapar
Citizens Federation. In the issue of August 10, 1942, 4t is stated that TOGO
TANAXA was one of those selected by the Mansanar Citirens Federation to organize

& Citizens Council., The September 2, 1942, issue of the Free Press contains an
article which set forth that TANAEKA was pamed & member of the Manzanar Fduoational
Committes. The September 1L, 1942, issue states that TOGO TANAKA was one of sevsn-
toen menmbers of a Commission named by the Projeot Director of Manzapar to plan &
permanent self-government program. It will be noted that the charter whioh was
drawn up by this Commission was strenuously opposed by the pro-Jupan element at

the Mentcnar Center, and resulted in the rejection of the charter by the residents.

'hl
1t

TANARA was interviewsd at Manzanar by Agents of this office an July
Uth, August 12th, Ootober 13th, November 10th, and December 1st.

ELCOE g 1R

o

RETENS

TANAFKA was removed from the Center on December 6, 1942, at ths time
of the riot, for his own protection, by the Center officials.

20364
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RE: BURVEY, WAR EELOCATION CENTERS
MANZANAR, CALIFORNIA
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TOGO TANAEA'S MOTEER AND FATEER

by TR 2
.

The files of the los Angeles Office reflect no information concerning
the parents of TOGO TANAKA. It is not believed that these individuals were ever
interviewed by agents of this office.

FEED TATA¥A

- FRED TAYAMA, & Nisei, was for several years prior to the outbreak of
war, one of the leaders of the Jupanese Ameriocan oitirens in the 1os Angeles arsa
He was formerly President of the Los Angeles Chapter of the Japanese-American
Citizens League, and at the time of the outbreak of war, was Chairman of the
Southern District Coumcil of that organiration. largely through his efforts, ths
Anti-Axis Committes of the Japanese-Amsrican Citizens League was formed, for the
purpose, as previously stated, of assisting the United States Government in the
successful prosecution of the war. Prior to the outbreak of war, TATAMA was
closely associsted with the leaders of the Japanese Assooiations in Los Angeles,
and for that reason, was looksd upon with suspiocion. After the beginning of war,
however, he publicly prooclaimsd his loyalty to the United States, and on mumsrous
cooasions, publioly stated that he was loyal to the United S8tates and was sssisting
the United States Govermment. As previously stated, the activities of the Antl-

Ay
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3_’9 Axis Committee were deeply resented by the pro-Japan element in the Los Angeles
z_:j? Ared.

}- les Office by Bureau

5 5 ol

"The J. A+ Ce. Lo (Japanese Amerioan Citisens League) was severely
oriticized by many Issei because we did mot put up a fight for our
oitizenship rights and oivil liberties®,

e

This undoubtedly refers to the actions of FRED TAYAMA immediately prior to the
svacuation, when be, as Chairman of the Southern District Counecil of the Japanese
Amerioan Citizens league, urged all Jupanese to fully cooperste with the evacuation
orders of General DeWITT. It was well known among the Japanese that TAYAMA oo-
operated with the various United States Govermmentel agencies. -

Tn & letter received by this offioe on May 5, 1942, from TOKIE SLOCTM
shortly after TAYAMA's evacuation to Manzanar, the following is stated;

?g . 20365
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“Under the morule here in the oamp, some things seem to have
ruffled the fateful oomplacency of the younger element seems to
be that; Bpeoial privilege was granted to GEORGE INAGAKI and
FRED TAYAMA, two of the most rabidly pro Japan J. A. C. L leaders,
to be given passes by the Almighty TOM CLARK at the bebest, it
appears, of Lt. Commander KENNETE RINGLE of the United States
¥aval Intelligence, through Provost Marshal SEVERAKCE of Pasadena
and RUSSELL HOWLAND of Whitoomb Hotel, San Francisco, to them to
2 use this Manranar osmp as & stop over place to sleep then proceed
sz on « o « FRED TAYAMA is to be permitted to leave by Col. SEVERANCE
-, through request of RINGLE, I heard, to get out of the camp any time
g to aid in resettlement soon. I know that Lt. Commander RINGLE was
: showered with a big pile of gifts, his offioce boy told me so and
I sinoce have heard so0 . . « it may be the way to get the passes
out. Boys hsere are saying 'To hell with bribes'®,

The above is being quoted merely to show that there was apparently strong feel-
ing against TAYAMA at Manzapar in Mey, 1942,

In a letter dated July 15, 1942, from the same source, it was stated
that there was a struggle for powsr between the J. Ae C. L. loaders under FEED
TATA¥A, and the Chsirman of ths Blook leaders, to see whioh side should rule
the ocamp.

In a letter received July 8, 1942, from XENNETH EORTON, then Chief
of the Manranar Interfior Police foros, information is furnished relating to

an argument between FRED TAYAMA and TED ICHIJI AKAEOSHI and FRED OGURA over
TAYAMA's alleged Amsriomnism.

A memorandum in the Ios Angeles files dated August 5, 1542, sets b?b
forth that NED CAMPBE] pgeistant Project Director at Manzapar, in an interview
with Bpecial Agent KRR D this office, menticned FRED TAYAMA as
being a "flag wave 2t TAYAMA's loyalty was guestionable beocause
of his pro-Ameriocan ideals and statements,

_ TAYAMA was one of the founders of the Manzanar Citizens Federation,
- whioh organisation has been previously discussed herein.,

In a letter dated

PR oo W e rein the S7C
riot at Vanzanar on December O, 1942, the following set forth; 390

"This trouble at Manganar started due to NED CANPEELIL's

= 20366
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(Assistant Projeot Director) lack of administrative ability.
His favorites are all disliked by both the pro and Anti-Axis.

-.-.
; ‘s'l: ".d?'-‘

¥y

4 Immediante cause was FRED TAYAMA's having passed & resolution

e at Salt Lake City Japanese Amerioan Citizens League to draft all
- Kibeis and Nised alike 4in 2ll ceamps. This made both the loyal

and disloyal mad at FRED for speaking for them without consent
when he himself is of military age but not enlisted as yet.
Boys and girls claim he was doing only typiecal FRED TATAMA
trick of publicity and Ameriocanism®.

The los Angeles files further show a copy of a letter received by
ths looal Office of Eaval Intelligence from the sam source, whioh sets forth,
vl in addition to the above, that the residents of Manzanar were fcousing FRED
= TAYA¥A of having exploited the Japanese with his leadership in the J. A. C. L.
' when the war came, and also the faot that FERED TAYAMA's brother, HARFY TAMAYA, /-4
= distridbuted food in the Center, and his brother 20 nm.x, ran Kitchen No. 24~
where it was alleged, choice food was being served, Feapey
bre
In ths report of Bpecial Agent : o dated September
13, 1942, at Los Angeles, in the ocmse ent JOSEPE Y. KURIEARA, ot al.
INTERNAL SECURITY J, SEDITION, PUBLIC LAW 503", which has been previously re=-
ferred to, and in which is reported the ococurrences at a meetinz of the Kibel
at Manzanar on August 8, 1942, 4t iz stated, on page 25, that during the course
of a verbal battle between TOKIE SLOCUM and JOSEPH Y. KURIEARA ooncerning the
Manzanar Citigens Pederation, KURIEARA is supposed to have stated pudblicly that
bs did not want FRED TAYAMA to be Chairman of the Manranar Citizens Federation
because he, TAYAMA, had exploited the Japansse.

Bevera]l artiocles regarding TAYAMA appear in the Manzanar Free Press,
the issue of July 2L, 19,2, statinz that TAYAMA was one of those in attendanoce
at the first meeting of the Mantanar Citizens Pederation, one of the purposes

B

= of which was participation by the Nisel in the Amsrican war effort. The

T November 1, 1942, issue of the Free Press oarried an article stating that

= FRED TAYAMA was then planning to leave for the ten-day Japanese American Citi-
-- gens League Kational Convention to be held in Salt lake City. TAYAMA was to be
:'- ~ons of the three representatives from Manzanar to attend this Convention.

38 _ The December 5, 1942, issue of the Free Press carried an article that

¥ T _"FRED TAYAMA, ome of the Center delegates to the Rational J. A: Ce L. Convention ‘
'E'?"}: " 4n Balt laks City, bhas returned to Manszanmar, :

Y |

e It will be noted that at the Convention beld in Balt Lake City, &

resolution was passed, urging the United States to induot lelﬂ!l.-&mefiﬁ \

ey
‘:.' ittt T i ET .-,-Hwh'-v’?!‘ 1 r-- -“".4 \.—.—ﬁ-ru - lo“q-q.-p—-vrn-—r:-.\——--‘-u b e B Ir"' LA o b M BLCHE Sl - -
= " o




T Pae. s oW u.---.:_'.- FT I TPV, .....u—lT T s At i L A e P B L e T e S Stk el P AT v o
e (.o

5
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i3 MANZANAR, CALIFORNIA
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Citizens into the Unifed States Army. This sction was resented by the pro-
Japan element in the Centers.

ﬂ‘imi'i

TAYAMA was interviewed by Agents of this office on July 1lth,
August 13th, Ootober 12th, November 10th, and November 30th, 19L2.

‘It will be recalled that TAYAMA was beaten by unknown assailants
on December 5, 1942, and that this beatinz precipitated the riot which occourred
on the following day, December 6th.

"EARL YONEDA

k¥ Akl sl v s et

5,5

i
F

L
.

s

1
'

In March, 1942, he was evacuated to the Manzanar Relocation Center.

-

In Fovember, 15L2, he enlisted in the United States Army, and on
December 3, 192, left Mantanar to attend the Military Intelligence Japanese
Langusge School at Camp Bavage, Minnesota.

=
Tis

-
=
=

Bince the tims of hig arrival at the Manzanar Center, YONEDA has
consistently oppgted the pro- element at that place. ]

The files of this dffice contain & copy of & letter dated July 17,

: 1942, written Jy YONEDA to E. R R, Regional Director of the W. R. A., with

= copies to ROYUASH, Project Director at Manzamar, and DILLON §. MYER at Washington,
& D. C., which letter urges that only Nise!l be allowed to hold office in the Center
e Government, and further, recommends segregation of the loyals and ths disloyals

sy in the Centers, together with an Americaniration program.

e

o In & letter dated July 10, 1942, received by this office from

G
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* VEMOFANDTL POR msxf(':'-*z; N. E. GURNEA =13~ CB March 30, 1943

RE; BURVEY, WAR RELOCATION CENTERS
MARZANAR, CALIFORNIA

TOEKIE BLOCIK, it is stated;

®At today's Blook leaders moeting in Manzanar, a heated
disoussion took place as to whether Japanese or English language
should be spoken. . . The only man who spoke 4in defense of our
languapge and America was KARIL YONEDA".

The July 1.th issue of the PEOPLE'S WORLD, Commmist publication,
statesn,

"EARL G. YOREDA, waterfront worker taken from a §45 a week job
loading ships against the Axis, to be put at & §3 a week Job in a

Japanese internment camp, where he ocontimues his education and
agitation against the Axis",

YONEDA was one of the founders of the Man:anar Citizens FPederation,
whioh has been previously discussed herein.

YONEDA was one of the speakers at a X st 8
1542, referred to in the report of Specisl Apent SR
at Los Angeles, California, September 13, 1952, en g OR

» LA
et al,, INTERNAL BECURITY J, BEDITION, PUBLIC LAW 503". At this meeting, YOEEDA

spoke, advoocating Japanese participetion in the United States war effort. During
the speech, he was thoroughly heckled and eriticised.

After this meeting, YONEDA, at a meeting of the Manganar Blook
leaders, publioly mocused one B, TATEISEI, another blook leader, of having made
statements against the W. R, A. administration. As & result of these accusations,

& group of individuals oame to YORZDA's residence and threatened YONEDA on August
23, 1942,

Oo August 25, 1942, YONEDA wrote a memorandum to ROY EASH, who was
at that time Project Director of the Man:anar Relooation Center. Inasmuch as it
is believed that this incident 4s the alleged beating of YONEDA referred to by
Director MERRITT, YONEDA's acoount of the incident is being here set forth for
the purpose of showing that the assault did mot ocour by resson of YONEDA's

association with Bureau :snts. The memorandum reads;

"on Aug. 23rd, at 9 P, 1 kKibei headed by 8. Tateishi, former
Blook leader 23 and Ben Kishi, Chairman of the kibei meoeting of Aug. Bth,
eame to my house and demanded that I retrsot my statement which was mmde
at the Blook Leaders Council meeting Aug. lith « . . and some of them

20369
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HARRY Y. UENO —_——

1085 TASMAN DR. #175
SUNNYVALE, CA 94089
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Eeshiroto, Sokichi (continued)

Techimoto, Otokichi 2rother fge: 39  Answer: Yes
Hice Viife ~ce: 30 tnswer: Yes
Reymond, Itoru Son kce: 4 Underege
Alice Exi Dzuchter AZEL 3 Underace
J.4ddress: 18-11-3
T.D:No.: 3717 :
Heelth: Good 1
Jchb: Otokichf vor¥s et ¥Yitchken 17
Flene: To rer.izic in Yerczener.
Tobori, Zezo Srother of Sckichl fge: 50  Lnswer: Yes 1
Yzne wife Ace: 44  Insver: Yes :
- :
sdéress: 35-1e-2
T+ Do, o 1897
Feslth: Gocd
Job: Zoth tre wor¥rinc zt the kitchen,
rlens: Rerein ir llenzeper. '

Yelu, Yocshiro Returned *o l-nzerner culy 9, 1645

Tatker ic foremsr of l'eintentnce; brothker works

for Recreeticn Derertrent. TYoshiro wes unerrlcyed.
Forrerly, he wes a block leeder.

Remeir in lenzensr,

Tocshikezu Ben

-¥isbi , Lotomi

Kishi, Chizuko

Address:
I.D.No.:
Eeelth:
Job:

Plens:

Vife Lge: 23  fnswer: Fo. Applied
for change
July 19, 1943
Dzughter age: S months
3-8-2
1461
Difficult childbirth, lerch 24, 43. Condition

good; discnerged from the clinic June 9, 1943.
Unemployed. Dependent on Clothing Allowence and
Grents-in-21d fron the Cormunity VWelfere Depertment.
To join busbend es soon &s her Yes eanswer has

been eccerted end he is where they can join him.

T oy T ey

ot -4\5-

Eriu, Yutero R B iy are: 64 ‘fnsver: TYes .
Yelku, lzsu Jctker Lge: 359 snever: Yes
( ¥=¥u, Noburo orother £re: 109 fnsvwer: Yo
Felxu, Sztsuki Slster fges’ 24 Auswver: Yes
Lddress: 6-7-1 i
I.B.Fec.t - 1150
h: Ferilyv good. Toshiro: Tplleprsy
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Eooy Erenk
Zro, Jim Zzruo SeotXexn Aze: 20
Lidrecss: 25-1-5
T.D e [TASY A
Fezlth: Good
cob: Fire Dzzzrtrexn
Tlzge: 2o =0 to Tule

| Znao, (Fitvadcnd) Eisate
=846, TOVCHo llctkerxr ~0E: &2

e e - R P e 1, Pt

s33rees: 12-1Z-2

T e a v Dieis 1503

revlth mick bl
. A ediol: Coeznlcreg
: . gnd Crente
! - Divicion.

Florne: 7c rermzin

Tuluchi, Frenk

Enlohd s Fer exssuve ZEthed Lze €5
4 rukuchi, TeXkerno }.cther i€ €4

FuXucki, Susuzu Srcther fze: 1

ﬂ Lidress: g8-8-1
% AL B ot £C34L
CLeeltn: Good
VoD Fzirer vlovea =zt Eitcher B.
Flzne: Tc TEZ TSy

Er
eredin ip lYepzenz
D

iverced wife .ze:

yverd Son azel

| S
(ol &

4sddress
LDl Ca
Fealth: Good

Job: IZrolozed &t Fitchen 29.

[T

old =on.

Fecshimoto, Sckichi

3 Kezsniroto, Genzo Zrother ige: 41

] Addrecss: 19-4-4

Job: Gzrbeee Crew

0old to relocete.

Beelth: Good ; 1? 

e P e S B R = P S S e e i S e e

L TCYET:

Flens: Received a divorce from Frznk recently.
Decires to relocete vith rer ninteen monthe

Rerztriction

"Flans: - To remain in Menzeaner. Believes he is tco

= e = (s ..
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Setow, Ichiro Roy )

Satow (Seto), Kszuyukl  Father hge: 52  Answer: Repetrisation
Address:  12-14-3 ‘ :
I.D.No.: 3678
Eeeltkh: Good
Job: Tmplcyed at Yitchen 12.
Plens: To return to Jeagpen.

Suzukewa, ! azuo Returned to }Yenzenar end trensferred to Gile River
Relocetion Center with family, Merch 13, 1943.
8

Suzukawa, Reiko Wife Lge: 2 :

Suzukewsa, liichiko Deughter hLge: 8

Suzukaewez, Norio Son hze: 2 f
i

Tancka, Maceakl

Tenska, Fumiko Viife Age: 27  Answer: No

Teneke, Akemi Daughter ~ aAge: 21 months old F

Address: 19-13-2
IO 3866
Yealth: Good

Job: Erployed et Kitchen 19.
Plans: Desires to join husbend &lthough they have been

sepereted since they ceme to llenzznar. XHe does
not wish her to join him.

"emo hes been sent to krs. Lucy Adems concerning
}rs. Taneka's desire for chenges of enswer from

Fo to Yes. She did not meke an spplicetion for
change on July 19, 1943, because she seld that
she was told by & Csucesien at tke Administretion
3uilding thet she should weit for word from

lr. Yerritt. Viord wes not sent.

Tateishi, Shizetoshi He is to be transferred from Topaz to
Yenzener on, or &bout, the 15th of September.

Tateishi, Yurilko Wife Age: 29 Answer: No. Applied
| for chenge.
Tateishi, Toshio Son Age: 8 Underage
Tateishi, Bobby }lassao Son Age: 6 Underage
Teteishi, Norio Wm. Son Age: S Underage
Teteishi, Johnny Yoshio Son Age: S Underage

Teteishi, Tokusaburo Father Age: 65 Answer: Yes

Address: 23-11-2

I.D.No.: 3927 - Father's 3928

Health: Good .

Job: Unerployed. Father works on Rubbish Crew.

Plens: Husbend is returning to Manzanar.
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1
Tsuill, Foichki Bill ]
Teuji, Toshiko Viife tge: 27 hpswer: Ko .
5 Teujil, Lerry Ryoichi Son Lpe: 8 Underage
Tsuli, Vivien Senee Jzughter tce: 6 Underare
Tsuji, Skigeo Son loe: 4 nonths Underege
;u Address 22-1¢-5
H 3 ) il 1812
} Health Good
# Job: Uner.nloyed. Depenient on Clothing Allowerce enad
| Grents-in-Aid from the Community v‘elfere Devertrent.
Flone Decsires to join husbend but enswered i'o end hes not
'% epplied for ckeanze of eancswer.
Teno, Ferrv -oshivo
b Ueno, Yeso wire ~ge: 39  Anewer: Yes
L Ueno, Yoichi Son Ager 12 Tndercege
Ueno, Ryo Son fzes 1A Undereaze
Ueno, Ziroshi Son £zes 7 Tnderage
~ddress: 22-3-4
b I.D.No.: 1821
S Eeelth: Good
Job: Zrployed st Yitchen 22
! Plans: To join her husband &5 soon =5 it is possible
to do so.
Yemzesuchi, Genii Georce
Yexezuchi, Chiyeko VWife Aze: 2B +nswer: XNo. Lppliec
Yemaguchi, Tekeshi Eco Age: S fcr clanse
Yemeguchi, lakcto Son acent 2% July 19, 19¢3
Temzzuchl, Sumiye Joyce Deughter Ace: 4 months
Address: 13-1-2
I.D.No.: 3166
Zealth: Good
Job: Unemployed. Dependent op Clotking Allowence and
; Crents-in-Aid from the Ccmmunity Vielfere Departrment.
Plens: To join husbznd es soon ec possible. Answered

No on loyelty cuestion end hes epplied for
chenge of &nSwer.

Yctore, Yukio Rovw

3 Ogura, Mrs. Eishino Wife Age: 46  Answer: Yes
B
Address: 25-2~-1
5 I.D.No.: 17686
= Eealth: Good
i Job: Unemployed. Roy Yokorme's brother has been sup-
‘} porting Mrs. Ogura since Roy was trensferred.

5 . |

iy

Now waiting for trensfer to Gila Project.
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Tgo, Jim Faruo oot e Aaze: EZ0 ;nsvert Rerztriction
Lédrecsst 25-1-5
I.D.150.4 CG3A
Seslth: Good
cob: rire Dizertrment
rlenes Tel o2 to Puieileke, end “tolireiusn toNdes o=,
TrAc, (¥it-4-ni) Eicssto
Zedp, -0YCLO llctker =5es Lo insvieps  Yes
Ladreess 12-1Z-2
I.2.%%0,.: 317CE3
recth: Fick Dlaod rressure. Cut-zetient cere.
cCh: Tremzlevwed. Dercerndernt urcp Sliethinz Zllcowzpee
enf Srente-Tpn-cid frep the Covzuzlsy elfere
Divicion.
Edi2rgie Te rerzlin in Yenzencr.
Tuvluchi, Frenk
g Rl Kesesiocuke Totber Zges €5 sxever: Tes
rukuchi, Tekeno Y.cther sges €& fnswer: Tes
Fu¥uchi, Susuzu Srcther fze:  1& Triexeze
Lidress: 8-8-1
I.“.I\D.- 293‘_’;..
ceelth: Good
Job: Fetrer erncloved 2t Eitcher B;
Eiones Tc remein ip lerzencr.
Fukuchi, ~iko Fu-ese Divorceda wife apsve>:  Yes

Fukuchi, Ziroshi

FEeshiroto, Sckic

[ e
My by
o m
(W
© 0

zeywerd  Son
23-6=-5 . i
3 C
Good

Erx>lozed &t Fitchen 29.
Received a divorce from Frznk recently.

Desires to relocete vith rer nipteen -onthe
old son.

hi

Heshiroto, Genzo

To remzin in Venzener.

Erother ioge: 41

19-4-4

20248 o
Good 'f_
Gzrbegze Crew ' o

Believes he is tco
old to relocete.
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In reply, please refer to:
Proj. Att'y.
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

Yprzenar, Celifornia

Yey 11, 1943

RS
i ¢ r = -
Cecemries 1y s (2
Tt e B Mo /S B
¥r. Dillon &. Yyer, Nstiorpel Director
fior Relocztiorn Luthority
Serr Building
17-h end Eve Streets
T.es-ipcton, D.C.
Decr Xr. Myer:
In your letter of Irckh n€, 1042, you reruected further evicdecce
f=r +te Bczrd of Fevier ip rercrd to the texn persons sent to
15gb on Fetruery 25rd. In respeorse to your resuerst, we hzve xmegde
g more coznlete invesitipziicn of tzece ceses, er3 I ex treznenitiing
Lerevith & copy of & mezorardua to tke Froject hilcrney Iros tke
Crief of Internel Security deted Moy €th reporting on interviexs
sith the rtaff me—bers vith regard to ths Len evecueses in cuestion

and elso

e cooy of the enployment record of tkese evecuess.

Trece docunents ere merzed "Exhibit A" end "2" resnectively.

You will notice from "Cxhibit A" in perticuler thot the steff
—exbers in generel were not well eccusinted vitt tke evacueses in

caesuvion, £0 thzt e&s fer es the st=ff

nersons can not be considered

-

T trousle-mekers; bonever, as
iniiceted to vou in @y previous letter on the sudject, we rsve
jrformetion fro= relizble evacuee sources §ndiceticg tkat these
persons vere, prior to their apprebension, the focel point of

unrest erd disturbzrcce et Menzaper.

The firet day of ectuel registretion st lManzaper wes Friday,

Tebruery 12th.
in the Center et the tixe.

Trere wes considerzble

is cozcerned, oost of these

tencion erd exciterent
On or ebou: Februsry 15th, en open

letter to Nr. Merritt wes pleced on the Block Sulletin Boards

stetinc that the evecuztion wes unjust and there wzs To
evacuees should volunteer for service in the Army.

any
16th marked the finsl 2ay for

regi

rezson xhy

February
ctration ercept for tke Aroy

interviexe which continued for two or three weeks. By February
17th, it was cuite epparent thet the unrest in the Center was

increasing.

s
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Nr. Dillon S. Myer

pere 2

Vay 11, 19.L3

There wee & 3efirnite cpitetion egeinst thre Lepotisting Cemzitiee
of Fou-, vrich, circe tke riot, kad conctituted the de fzcto
evecuee peverrnment of Ycpraner. Rr. Roy Sect krors four of

the sixteesn Menzcnor evrcuees, tlen &b
Teunji, Ezrry Cero, Frznv Ego, 2n:d Eob X de, wyote E letter

to tre liezotisting Committee Zeted Febrvery 1/th eccusing the
Conmitiee of double-desling and of hovine bebtrayed "the reorle

of Manzzner" — meening the element vhich wse sxapsthetic to

the riot. Mr. Sest bre sirted thal these four evicuees cozpelled
those of 4he rezeininz ivelve vko sTote Jegcnecse 1o atke copies
of thie letter whichwvers sreremitbied to zew people zt ilenzencsT.

A cozy of this letter 1e zitzched ec "Iyhibit C." Some eviderce
of tre sort of ectivity th=t vas under werw ot Menzaner is found
in & irepeletion of & lstter from Osezu Tenske, 37-7-1, YanzénzvT,
+o kic brother, Mcoseaki Tenska et Moo, nostaerzed Februery 17ib,
vrich inciudes the folloring:

=S
o =
e* 0
1
1

nThe leiters ceme from you folks 4o ceverel blocks
ere now beinz shown to the rescidents. Evervore will
vnov before lozg. TYesterdey Okerurs of 3lock 33
cec ghowing the letter to Seto. Tomlrkt we w111
Feve & neeting in Eigpeshi, Seike, Terzmori's room
in orier to éiscuss the subject. Evervone ¥ill
vnov. ebout the Peace Committee before long. Be
pztient &nd teke pooi care of sourselves till then.
sy comes Lere sozetimes; don't worry."

b copy of tbe trencsletion of thic letter is etieched es "Ixzibit
D.'I

On or chout February 17ih, reports were coxing not only from
serbers of the Peece Comnittee ond the Regotisting Comz=ittee, but
froa inlividuel evecuees - 811 to the effect thzt trowdle ves
brewving et lanzensr end th>t we might very well hezve enother riot
unless preventivé measures Twere teken. = g

I accordingly zsked Eob Throckmorton and Bob Bro¥n to investipate
the eitustion and see if there ves sufficieat evidence.to justify
t¥e trensfer of known trouble-mckers to Mosb. Theee men worked
out & 1ist of eleven suspects by the following procedure:

i —— —— — e
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Jure 18, 1943

JLOLa 1IN CASe

Y. UENO
Lr. Ray R. Best %@EYTASMAN DR, #175

Director, leurp Center SUNNYVALE, CA 94089
wer i-elncation avtlority
winslor, arizona
Dezr Lr, Besti:
Pe-ar-ii:~ encloszd merorandun fron the Bozrd of hevien
recormendins wka4 42 ten Kibei who were iransferred to
ioad fren Lianzznar be retzcined at Leupp.
Lincerelw -rcurs,

D, 5, Eyer
Directcr

Inclosure

1iSi~ler:¥SP
FR1E=43

(File ser% to Confidentizl Files)
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The following is a telephone conversation between Captain WULLINS, Executive
Officer, Intellirence Division, ¥inth Bervice Command, Fort Douglas, Utah, and
Mr. BALFE P, MERRITT, Wanager of the Kanzanar Relocation Center, at approx-
imately 12415 am, December 7, 19L2:
Capt. MULLINS: Is this ¥r, ¥ERRITT
¥r. XERRITTs Yes Bir.

Capt. ¥ULLINSs This 4p Captain MULLINB of the Intelligence Division, Fort Douglas.
Mr. VERRITTs  Yes Captain, - e
Capt. NULLINS: I understand you had a little difficulty today.

Mr. ¥ERRITT:  Yes Bir,

Capt, VULLINS: I'm pretty hary on it. Can you give me some of the details
: on it, Mr. MERRITT?

¥r. MERRITT: Yos Bir. The difficulty began last night with the beating up
©f a man who has been helpful to the FBI.

Capt. ¥ULLIRS: Do you know who the man was?
M¥r. WERRITT: FRED TAYAMA,.

Cart. ¥ULLIRS: 1 smee.

Mr. MERRITT: This man was a prominent member of the Japansse-American Citiszens
League in los 4Angeles and has been helpful to us as a pro-American
influence in the camp., His apartment was entered last night when
he happened to be alone by six masked men and who beat him up,

Capt. YULLINS: Were the masked men all Japanese?
Mr. YERRITT: Ch oertainly, yes sir, all of them.
Capt. MULLINS:- dust what seems to be the cause of the matter?

Mr. XERRITTs The roots of the matter seem to lie back several months and have
been suppressed over a period of time. When I came here on the
2ith of November, I found that a great many of these things have
long antidated that time. I immediately put a staff on the jodb
and have been on the job for quite some time. We worked all
night Baturday night anddveloped a very strong suspicion of
certain men, one or two of whom we kept in our own jail here on

ICE 1072.310%--.) the Relocation center. Due to the crowded condition of our jail:

it was necessary to send one of the men to the County Jail 4n
n7A Independence.

it 3 111"-

Cact. MULLIES:; What was the nams of that man? 20410

¥r. MERRITT; His name ‘was UENO. He is in the County Jail in Independence.
o DS s (L Sl B o &
) ENCLOSURE '“J 4 I\j :
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Capt. MULLINS e

¥r. MERRITT:

Capt. WULLIRS;

Mr. MERRITT:

Capt. MULLINS:

Mr. MERRITT,

—

Capt. VULLIES;

Mr. FERRITT:

Capt. MULLINS;:

ura EER.EITT]

What is the status of the ocoupancy of your Jail?

' . 5 v oy A I e P P e .
e S S vV e R S L S T e, P B T S

He is held there by muthority of the War FRelocation for the
public good and because we have no further room in our own jail,

Well, I had the Jail nearly full and with the addition of these

suspects the jail was overcrowded and it was necessary to put
UENO 4ir the Oounty Jail. The men all ready in the gail were
there for a number of petty reasons of one kind or another all
the way fror throwing at a police-woman's window to traffis
offenses. i

All right, now, please go on from there,

¥Well, we went out all night on the investigation I speak of. Then
at noon today, they held a big public meeting called by a group

of American citizens, who we have pointed out a number of times :
wore agitators for the FBI but under the law the FBI can not handle '
American citirens as tney oan handle aliens. These men called - ’
this meeting and immediately I went to the scene of the meeting

outdoors, and they conferred and appointed a camittee to meet me
later.

Yes, go on.

A fow moments later the entire group at the meeting, about a thousand
people,marched down the main street to the police station headed

by their committee. I demanded that they return to their homes
before I would discuss the matter with them., However they refimed

 ¢o return; they threatensd to close all of the mess halls tonight

and demanded the release of this man that we had sent up to the
county jail, as they wanted his return to the jail here in camp,

411 right, I have that, now go eal

Well, thinking that it was best to put them in a position of
breaking their promises before we call the Military Police, I
negotiated ar agreement with the committee to the effect that we
would return the man at Independence to our local jail and held
him there because we in the meantime had a release in our Jaid
population so as to make that possible. They, on their part,
would agree firat that there would be nmo jail delivery attempted,;
seconds There would be no more meetings held; third; They would
cooperate fully in the attempt to check down those guilty of
assault last night; and fourth: Hereafter discussions should »e

held through representative with me as provided in our local
government provisions.

How did they react to this? 20411

They agreed to this and the crowd dispersed and a complete
restoration of quiet and serenity in the camp prevailed. An
bour later Capt. EALL of the Military Police, our own Chief of

Paps 2



Police, and I made a complets tour of the camp, which was in
perfeot order and complets peacelmd been restored.

Capt. ¥ULLINS: At what time was that Mr, XERRITT?
Mr. ¥ERRITTy At 3400 .  ° 5 j

Capt. MULLINS: Very well. N,

Mr. ¥ERRITT; Then following my promllo,. I returned this man o ocur jail and
he was »t by the committee who were perfectly satisfied. Before

him, I repecated the pledge that had been made on both sides. I
stated that I had completed my side of the pledge that mow {f

id
Wil

Yy oy
'y

=1 any further trouble happens, the responsibility was wholly and
e solely upon the committee of leaders who would break their
_.i promise if they held further mdb meetings or tried any jail
,-,;_;j delivery. They agreed that I was correct and a binding promise

was made and they shook hands on it,

Clpt. MULLIRSy Yes. z 5 F

0

|
el

Mr. MERRITT: They then all dispersed and everything was quiet until about
6430 pm when we were informed that there was a meeting going on
in one of the mese halls and the purpcse of that mesting was that
some of the leaders would go to the hospital and kill the man

who had been assaulted last night and who was in the hospital.
Do you follow me? : -

D= Capt. NULLIRS:; Yes, I'm right with you,
A3 Mr. MERRITT:  Droediately I oalled Capt. EALL of the Military Police for his

s entire contingent and support which he instantly gave. I asked
the Army to remove the ran frox the hospital, and by the time
the mob had arrived at the hospital the man was gone.,

Capt. MULLIKB: I ses.

Mr. VERRITT: The mob then turned and consolidated with another mod and sdvanced

on the police station at the Main Quarters, Administrative
Quarters, of the carp. - i el -

c‘npt. MULLINS: I uu,- that's on your own polioe not the Wilitary Police.
'lr. MERRITT: That's on our police. -
Capt. MULLINS: Yes,

Mr. ¥ERRITT: The Military Police are to a half mile on the south of us.
Capt. MOLLINS: T seeo.

Mr. MERRITTs  They advanced on our WRA Administrative Quirters and our local

Page 3 20412
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polioce force. At the moment they arrived, Capt. HALL had
arrived with his entire contingent of Nilitary Police; the men
wore fully armed; they set up their machine guns and ths two
groups faoced each other. I then declared Marshal law and turned
the oamp over to the full control of Capt. HALL who took chargs,

il el SR e
|

r

CI.pt. MULLIRS: Yesn.

Mr. MERRITT: That was at 7:15 pm.

|1
nn el
1

Capt., WULLTM'S; At 7415 pm this evening.

PR |

::—1 Mr. MERRITT; Yes sir.

= Capt. WULLINS: Yes. _

2 : : L » =
& Mr. MERRITI: Thereupon Capt. HALL talked to them for three quarters of an

hour and they denanded the release of this man who had been
brought back lazt night fror the County Jail. They demanded his
releases completely from this Jjail at this time,

A

‘.
|

L

TP & LD
POl S e
oo wdvooliirdn U 0

Capt. MULLINS: Yes.

Capt. MULLIES: Yes.

Mr. MERRITT: The Capt. kept in touch with us and he then informed them that
he would not release this man under any circumstances that they
- then were in a position of breaking their word and their ocontract
o made this afternoon in hispresence with me that they were fully
. 4 responsible for whatever might happen and that we would stand .
=1 firmly in our position.
=3

After a shert time of discussion the mob stood about, the Captain

il
5

4_-_;"? ordered them to disperse, they did not. He then turned loose
T tearges boobs on them.
£ 2 :

- Capt. MULLINS: Yes. _

4 Mr. ¥ERRITT:  That had no particular effeot and the ctowd then began hurling

rocks at the police station and the fellow we had in the polioce
station appeared at the window with a olub which he got from
somewhere in there in his hand; he was promptly disarmed and
than the Captain re-crted some of his foroe opened fire.

Capt. WULLINS: Yes.

Mr. MERRITT; We've got one man dea;d; another dying.

o | Paco L
S R 20413
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Capt. NULLING:

o MERRITT:
Capt. NULLIKS:

Hr.TLERRITTI
Capt. YULLI''S4
Mr. MERRITT;
Capt. XULLINSs

Mr, WERRITT:

Capt. MULLIKES;
¥r. ¥ERRITT:
Capt. WULLT B,

Mr. XERRITT,

“Capt. MULLIKS;
_ Mr. MERRITT;

" Capt. MULLINS;

Mr. MERRITT
CIpt. *ULLIRS:

Mr. VERPITT:

R e T TIVS AT R

W AT WAL s Y S LT e ST S e St

¥ow, wait a mimite, who 45 the man deand?! Do you have his name?

¥o sir, we do not know what his name {3s. s Japanesge, Of
ocourse all the wundad ars Japansse and do mt l:nmr his name, -

The hospital roportl oight wounded, !hxt mcludnl the one man
. dyingt G R e

e o = = - . . Fl

r

'On

2 . * e lan

That's in addition to the one that's dying.

You see it's a 1little confused——it's deen all in the darkness here—

Yes.

And we've not been abie to get it fully correlated as far as
we ocan oatch it at the moment--there are either seven or sight

wounded by buckshot and one man with a broken leg, and one man
b..dl

I ses. They are all Japanese, thought
Yes. Nobody ie ingured on our side.

All right.

Captain HALL is in process of mking the rounds of the camp. There
is or rather are no public meetings being held, he dispersed

then all; of course there are meetings of small groups inside

of buildings; we'll hold the fort here without amy question at
all and Captain HALL has asked his headquarters for assistance to
borrow, so far as men ame concernsd he has 135 men, 50 of whom
are very mew, and these men can't be--we need as xuch as 135,
maybe more, in his opinion, and we can't work all the hours ef

How many men do you have in camp there, Mr. MERRITT?

¥ [}

10,0000 L i it

LY
Fo

10 -00 J-.pmou ru!.dentl of Manzanar? lnt'. the org&nuution )
Cn.pt. HALL has? Da you know t.h. number of 1t?

R

Beg pardon? Just a moment, 332d !-cort OGuard.
332d0 I see.

He has done a swell job and our civilian staff here has met the
whole situation the best we could but we have got to let those
things run their oourse. We can't do much about them when a

mob takes over, 20414
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U&pt. MULLIRS

Mr. !ERB_I:TI

Capt. MULLINS,

I‘r. MFRRITT
Capt. MULLINS,

Mr. MERRITT:

Capt. NULLINS:

Mr, MERRITT:

Capt. ¥ULLINS;
Mr. MERRITT;

‘Oupt, MULLINS;

Mr, RERR.Iﬂ'n
Cl.pt- HULLIHSI
m'. “ERRIT!'

ur- WLLI'ES |

3 L L T TR >
. Ci e P e e SRR RSy L L T B AN (ROt S bl PRI
AR R 2SS, LIS s e LT ATY AR TEan OO AR AT 5 :

S B

( [" . 3 "

¥o. ¥ow the place is still under military control?

The matter will stay under military control and Captain HALL has
asked his headquartera for the right to pick up the leaders in this
thing, whether they be citizens or otherwise and take thex out

of here to a Federal Detention Bpot, whether that be a Jail

or somgthing. 3 T :

1 ses,

Bo we can olean this thing up, Then when it's all cleaned up,
it will be returned to normal but until that time, he remains
in control,

¥ow do you have down there—is the seat of this trouble the

independent cliche of Japanese there within the carp that foment
this trouble? § '

I didn't quite clearly understand you. Would you be good emough
to say that againt

I say, just what seens to be center of this trouble?! There are
certain groups of Jspanese in the camp that stir up all of the
trouble, cause the unrest there?

Certain group of people who are at the bottor of every ons -of
the series of trouble that have happensd--the troubles are of

V& fous kinde: There are troubles of pro-Axis, troubles that
rise out of the old political relationship in the Japansse-
Agerican League, local troubles that happen within the canp
with regard to certain incidents that have been here when the
¥BI have come in and used oertainloyal faithful people, and
they are churged as being "stool pigeons” gnd rats and the FBI,
of course, go away without giving protection for these fellows

and they are now taking the rap.
I sce. XNow what time did thiw actual shooting take place?
About 9320,

About 9320 tonightl I see. Then avery‘tﬁing is under control
rightnowl The Kilitary Police there! What are your initials

Mr. MERRITT? i

RALFH P, MERRITY,
FERRITT., I see. All right, thank you, ¥r. VERRITT:
Would you mind giving me your name again, so--

This is Captain WULLI®S-{-U-L-L-T-K-S. Intelligfence Division,

SO0 20415
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Acers
Mr. Carson
Nr. Hendon __
¥r. Mumford
Mr. Starke
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: C-287 Mr. Tulsox
JOHN EDGAR HODVER C
DIRECTOR 5

¢ Mr. E. A. Tarnm_
; Mr. Clcegeg
Fedrral Burrau of Inoestigation Mr. Coffey_____

- - Mr, Glavin
#nitrd States Brpartmrnt of Justice Mr. Ladd

Hashington, B. ¢. ) Sl LGNS
DVL :KLW Mr. Rosen

Calls 11:10 AV August 13, 1543 Mr. Tracy

. Carson
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Hendor

. MEMORANDUM FOR VMR, F. A. TANV Mr. VeGuire
: &4 Mr. Mumford
RE2 NAN:.KNAR RELOCATION CENTER Mr. Piper

Mr. Quinn Tamm_

Tele. Room

Mr. Nease

Miss Beahm

G;nd)-

|

|

SAC R. B. Hood, Los Angeles, called with
reference to the above-entitled matter. He advised that
he has aon agent and translotor at this camp at the presen
time conducting some inqQuiries into Shintoism and Judais
in accordance with Bureau instructions. {/'

Yr. Ralph ;ﬁ<&erritt, who i8 the head of th¥ canmp,
called the Los Angeles \Office yesterday and in ¥r. Hood's absence,
talked to one of the supervisors., ;

v

Lr. erritt said that at the present time he is trying
to segregote the loyal from the disloyal ot his camp by inter-
views, Questionnaires, etc. and he complained because the FPI's
tnvestigation was interfering with his work, i.e. upset the people,
etc. Ir, Merritt was asked how long it would take for him to
complete this segregation and he replied November,

Kr. Verritt asserted that he thought the FBI should
call him before proceeding to his camp; that he should be apprised
of what we are investigating and how we intend to do it. The
supervisor replied that we could give him o general idea of
our investigation but not the details nor the procedure; that

it i3 not the Burecu's custom to notify people before we instigate
an tnvestigation.

¥r. Verritt said he didn't know whether or not he
would cooperate with us. However, after the ogent indicated
the matter would be taken up with Washington, Merritt backed
down and cooled off.

: !
L'r. Hood stated he could see no reason why we should QJk”
call Verritt to make arrangements, etc. J told him not to do it

then- | | INFORMATION CONTAINED

- D especryuity, J40 < /0362 =3
ggggn 1S UNGgABSEIElL % Eespeeniny, 15 140365
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Fedrral Burrau of Investipation
EHni{rd Ftates Brpartment of Justice
Fashington, B. €.

_: o DAIRECTOR
[

August 21, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR MR,

—_———

/

@ @ e
: Re: HIROSHI HIRAY
i : Impersonation;
8 Alien Enemy Control = J
e
e\ ASAC Hennrich, Washington Field Office, telephonically
| requested authority for an Agent to contact Leo Gitlen, Principal

Attorney, Alien Enemy Control Unit, Department of Justice, to whom

Mr.
Mr.
Mr,

. Ladd

. Tracy

Tolson

E. A. Tamm__
Clegg
Glavin

Nichols
Rosen

Carson
Colley

. Hendon
. Kramer

McGuire__
Harbo
Quinon Tamm__

Tele. Room

Mr.

Neane

Miss Beahm
Miss Gandy

the subject allegedly represented himself as being connected with the

FEI.

> Authority for this interview was granted.

AL INFORMATION CONTAINED cttully,
-REREIN IS UHCLABSYSIFIED

DATE_c/2/8) il
YICTORY

i wrasn

Re

.- 24

msoqm:-:ﬂﬂ) l/é’:{_ 'ia :5é ,5 —
: =

40 AUG 24 1943
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TEMCEEL Augost 24, 1943

Jn‘s

s MUIOROTON COANED -
B nestion muwortty  HERCHL 19 UNELESSIIED
o1 27th Biicet, Korthavest DATE ¢ /2787 BYrgul o f

iy
53

/
2 il washington, D. C. [
1 /\‘ k:
5 & Dear XKr. Mysri
3
€ -, During eourje of an investigatica oonducted by
- = this Bureau at theé ¥anyan Relocation Center, difficulty has

PR —

again been enoounterad Becsise of Jack of cooperatiom on the part
of the Project Cirector, Mr. Ralphy Merritt, '

The partiocular {nvestigation involvec onncn:"nod Kendo
and Judo activities, and Mr, Merritt stated that if it were &
sroutine investigation,® he did not desire to coopersie. '

I would like to point out to you that the investigations
eonducted by the Federal Burexmi of Investigation involving matiers
having to do with the intermal security of the ecuntry and the war
effort are of an urgent nature and not what he appears to mean by
the phraseoclogy sroutine.® Xeverthelezs, there {s always & lot of
gontroversy in eonnection with investigstions of this typs at Rar
Relocetion Centers, and 4¢ this attitude s toO eontirue, we will of -
necessity refrain froz entering these establishments; and if called ,(__
upon by eny comcities to explain, it will, of course, be incunbent -
upon me to sdvise of the lack of cooperation and the bostility .

. Tolson____toward FEI investigstions which have been evidencel by re
_E. A. Tammf the ¥ar Relocation kuthority. ¢ %lﬁ.@n
. Clett S &

. Colfey - RE(j)BD 51.!10‘1“!1:

§t3

-

. Glavin

. Ladd

. Nichols J’V\G
. Rosen % Y

. Traey

. Carson I Ll
marbe. .. W O sTCTON |
. Hendon : N

. MeGuire i A e D

., Mumford o AU R *
. Plper

. Quinn Tamm_
Mr. Nerse
Miss Gandy
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John Edpar B
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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Form Mo. 1

THIE CASE ORIGMATED AT

BUTTE, MONTANA

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

AEONT MADE AT

usmi'omn D. C.

DATE WH-EDY WADE DR MOD PO

WHICH MADK

8-=20=43

FeOwT MADE BY

Gﬂirni,

Gm'.@lkﬂﬂ

KIM/. with aliasest lirtlh.’l
Hiralg*%o ral >

—-6=43

JCBLIC

CHARALTER OF OASK

INPERSONATION
ALK EEEXY COXTEOL - &

BYNOPFSIS OF FACTE:

EXTEENCRY

BTALSY

Mr, LXO GITLIN, attorney, Alien Enemy Control Unit,
Justice Department, recalls contact with sudbject at
Ft, Missoula, Montana, when sudbject complained of
procedurs practiced by YBI in arresting him and
rexarked that he hal deen "helpful to the FBI," btut
that subject &id not represent to him that he vas an
Agent of the ¥BI,

(S i o . - =

- 0 »

MM-\- \.

Report of Bpecial Azent Qe o
July 8, 1943, at Butte, Nontana,

AT WASEIFOTON, Do Co

Mr, L¥O GITLEE, principal attorney fer the Alien Enemy

.l:'?;.;

7 dated

Control Unit, U, B, Department of Justice, recalled having been contacted by
subject when Mr, GITIEY was in charge of Alien Fnexy Eearings, which were
furnished the Itglian semnen who were located at ¥t, Misgsoula, Hontana, He
stated that GITLIN along with three other Japaness internees, asked for aa
interviev with him and in this interviewv eamplained of the procedure which
was followed by the FBI at the tire of their original arrest, EHe rememders
that they generally attempted to impress him with their loyalty to this country
and in this connection he recalls that EIRAI remarked that he had previously
been *helpful to the FBI®
make any representation that he was connected in any way with the FBI and bhe

However, he feels certain that HIRAT 414 not

2 = Washington Field

X T
SR JQ’I{ N

does call that sudject made any offer of assistanm to the Burean,
UPCE ougmxm 0 THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN = /-
'DNAIMJ/ ’ b/ /; : — DO MOT WRITE N THEEL &FACES
/ .-DZ/?""" /‘//j QLR e  BECORRED
EX - &=

._-.
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OR
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x : (lost nase) (piven mame) y

fysirme : ADMISSION ADVICE

k- - Ka 17

ST For 7 194 )
5 sonth day

fr .

Manz.Ident. ¢ 350-D
% Other Names or Id. Kumbers

\ (Check applicable square.)
, Citizen[F; Allen[]. 1If Alien, Certificate of Identification No.

Source:
1.[] Birth. Mother Father
(last nose) {(given nase) (Last mame) (given nome)
2.0 Transfer from other R.C. ’
3.0OTemporary Detention Release [
4. Internwent Camp by
S.O)Institution ‘ Parole OO

8. CGroup leave
7.0Short-term leave
B.Q)Indefinite leave
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Previous Address Eavre Montana

s ..-.' Previous Employer or Sponsor_ﬂi‘_ln.r_f.hszn_n._u_ny
=1\ _
== o Reporting Officer
‘:_"‘.: Buresu Budget Fo. 13-MOZP-43
— 1 WRA-177 S-d138-nedn-fi-
= ) lpprﬂ'n Erpires 7-31-44

gt ¢

)3'7SEP30 13 (B

\ 26471

SemeesTey "'""'!W""“Mp n-q':;-'—v-r-—;-o u,r- ’rvnv Dot

T MY U ety i v e st maws R e
it A




T s LT L PRl 0 h e et Tl e T m W

1 Pl O RSRSSPEST LT T

TIO UTHDRI 7
Center __Tule Name Hiral A-PRSEQH sh{ Age 27 Family No. 17058=A
! (lost nome) (given none) N
3 k ADNISSION ADVICE . TR
= ; For Arpnat 6, 1948 184
S aonth daoy :
:g_ Other Kames or Id. Numbers o
i (Check applicadle square.)
£ Citizen[¥; Allen[J. If Alien, Certificate of Identification No.
bt__ Source:
‘f 1.0 Birth. Mother Father
x (last name) (given nome) (last nase) (given manme)
:1. 2.0 Transfer from other R.C.
5 3.OTemporary Detenhcn' Release [
4.0 Interoment Camp by
5.0 Institution ‘ Parole O
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los Angeles, 13, Celifoarnia

" Director, FRI

Dear Sir; Eb: RALPH PALNER WERRITT;
IRPORMATION 'CONCERNING,

al

‘I‘i'

Reference iz made to Bureau letter dated August 2L, 1513,
to the Los Angeles Field Division, entitled FENDO AKT JUDO CLUES,
(O kANZANAR EZLOCATION CENTEE, MAS:AKAR, CALIFORVIA, requesting infore

mation regardin: the hdm ‘above—captioned individual, 78

F

_The .,.,._ ttention is invited to the report ef Special
Efos o s i) dated August 25, 1943, at Bashingtom, - b?(/

i Ht;[if‘<'l:}‘illm-ri[l}‘ﬂ?"'

D.C., & - , which report sets forth the results of the S

imquiry made at Washington, D.C. regarding MERRITT. Additional in- )

formation regarding MERRITT £s set forth in & menorandu~ dated Aucust .

26, 1943, which was prepared by the los Angeles Field Division., Two N

; coples of this xeaoranduc are forwardsd bsrewith, i

The Los Angeles Pield Division 4s conductins no further
investization regarding UZRRITT unless instructions to the contrary
are recelved froc the Bureau, :
. 0 f_
Sars _ : VYery truly yours, : _ N\

7

Encl. (2 8AC 5 2 [
@ 10G= [tf = 262G
m L7 - ' FECERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
3 ‘ » SEP 13 1943
dir 100-19299‘ ??,009;0 U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
S et : <> - ‘
- o,‘ .‘Sg" e :

‘3& e i n\.'ron.r-.mnoncommmv\ B

>=" ¢ N BEREIN IS UNCLASS!FIED e o

¢ DATE ¢/a)e) BYseu@mlgy  [iumus
oS e

T A
40SEP 18198 :
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HARRY Y. UENO
1085 TASMAN DR, #175

ALL IN#ORL‘.AT!UN CONTAINED SUNNYVALE, CA 94083
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED '
DATE C/2[8  BYsP4dRm| pppw !

Los Angeles, California _
August 13, 1943

r
NG

L

o
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ME/ORANDU. FOR TEE DIRECTCR:

RE: CONDITIONS AT MAYZANAR RELOCATICE
CEITEZ, Manzanar, California

On dugust 12, 1943, Mr. RALPH MERRITT, Project Director, Manzanar

Relocation Center, at Manranar, California, telepho lcally contacted the los
Angeles Field Division and advised Special Leent B g; Sativiee 4 that he
- objected to the presence Special Agent WL ""'" 2.8 at Manzanar on
August 12 42, _Arent weppaued a e enter with Speciel
}Employee et A 1o the purpose of conducting a discreet inguiry re-
garding Kend Juco activities in Hanzanar,

Thie investigation was reouested by the Bureau by letter dated July
24, 1943, wherein the Bureau advised that the Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, Navy Department, had furnished information that these groups were
semi-nationalistic in character. It is also noted that, during the recent
survey made by Inspector MYROI G'RNEA of War Relocetion Centers, Mr. GURNEA
reported thet Kendo clubs had been active in the Manzanar Relocation Center
and recommended in hie report that, inasmuch as Judo is semi-nationalietic,
no paid Judo instructors be employed. The Buresu sdvised that recent publicity
has been given to the undesirability of allowing the Japanese in relocation
centers to form such organirations.

e
-—

[

-
ey
#3

Mr. MEFRRITT stated that he had furnished Agent [N v:th what
personal iaformation he had regerding Kendo and Judo groups and had even made
it possible for Agen to interview several of the leaders to obtain
edditions]l information. He advised that Agent hed recuested permission
to exanine the filee of thirty-four Japanese individuals designated as being
the leaders of these groups by Mr. MERRITT and by the Japanese interviewed.

"Mr. MERRITT pointed out that the examination of these files would indicate

/4
Az

in the groupe and was interested in the leaders. It wae further stated by Mr.
FERRITT that any such inquiries would undoubtedly cause unrest among the
Japanese population at Manzanar., EHe alleged that such inguiries made by the

{11 ey 8 D W W T

L

o & )|Federal Bureau of Investigation are vieved with alarm and suspicion by the
AN E; Jepanese residente and cause the Japanese to become very uncooperative with the
cisd oz |/camp officials. ! 3
i H
-t 02 '
- Fa'l Mr. MERRITT stated that the officials at Manzanar were now in the
1 va Process of segregating the loyal from the disloyal Japanese, He stated that
o]
6
[e]
(3]

this wae b\i{i)% d"n" {&&ﬂ?ltrm of cuestionnaires and personal interviews of
At AN A A

ﬁ;ﬁ‘ T;’ BW‘* L B S b)
WV L IV g | int-/t/D33L2=-XKD

to the Japanese residents that the Federal Bureau of Investigation wae interested
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Insemuch as there are mo additicnal leads to be covered in
the Salt lake City Field Division, this case is being referred wpan
scmpleticn to the offioce of origin, :

REFZRRED UPON COMPLETICN T0 THE QFFICE OF GRIGIE

A
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS

TEE PHOENIX FIELD DIVISICH

AT THE LEUPP WAR RELOCATION ISOLATIOE CENTER

Will interview Mr, RAYNOND BEST, Isclaticn Froject Director
and obtain frow him informstion regarding statements made by the subject
indicating that he was an agent of the Federal Buresu of Investigation.

Will interview Mr. P. 8. FREDERICE, Intermal Security Offieer
of the Isolatian Center along the same lines as above., In this ecmneotian
it is to be noted that Mr, FREDERICE has interviewsd many of the residents
of the Moad Center, and possibly has Ynterviewsd the subjest.

Will interview a BTN ond obtain any informaticn b 9
indicating that subjeot elaimed to be & Bureau Agent,

-3 20450
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L R Fredrral Bureau of Investigation P sasoh o

¥inited Btates Drpartment of Justice

\\<HARRY Y. UENO Los A.ngelasL California :: :: """"""

1085 TASMAN DR. #175 March 1 : =

SUNNYVALE, CA 94089 s 9L3 T

- : ATTEFTION: MR. D. K. TADD. =77

Director, FBEI e

: Mr QuipoTams ..

M- Nease .....ooooe.

. Rﬂ: SENATE SUB-COMUITTEE INVESTIGATING
THE JAPANESE SITUATION

" ,J/-/ Dear Sir:

On March 2, 1913, Mr. GEORGE KALONE telepho P A
communicated with this office during my absence and that of the
Assistant Special Agent in Charge, and stated he was calling for
Senator CHANDLER of Kentucky and requesting that an Agent or two
meet the Senator the following day a®“.anzanar Relocation Project for
the purpose of accompanying the Senator on an inspection of that camp, ,b

This matter was telephonicalmmi“ — ot
Assistant Director D, ¥. LADD and in accordance with his instructions

I communicated with ¥r. PALONE at the Ambassador Hotel and ascertained
he has the title of Special Consultant for the Committee, He iz the
one who apparently compiles all of the information obtained in the
investigation and writes the report. He was accompanying Senator
CHANDLER and Colonel WILLIAM A. AIRD to ¥anzanar on ¥arch 3, 19143.

Special Agents -4 and m b? ‘/

proceeded to Manzanar to be there on the arrival of Senator
HANDLER and his party. The Agents were also accompanied by an in-
terpreter in the event the Senator would desire to speak with any
Japanese who did not speak English.

The Agents were definitely informed that they were
not to furnish any information with reference to Japanese activities
to the Committee, and any request for such information should be
directed to Mr. Hoover's office in Washington, They were instructad
to be of every possible assistance to the Committee, (e

The Bureau will be informed :.'mmsdiately upon the
returm of these Agents and furnished I"ull det.ails rr.'l.at:.ve to the

inupecticm trip of this Comnittee. RECORDED | /&?:ZEQ
EX -2 '

IES DESTROYED Very truly YWF!Q MAR 121
COP OYE %2«‘7 _

REH1 AB
v ey
R. B. LHS[)D
Special Afent. in C
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®poople in Anerica. They are lynched and discriminated against without any
reason but they are dstermined to fight for citirenship rights and democracy.
We should encourage ourselves and use our citisenship rights.®

the pext speaker wasg JAMZS (DA, # Kibed, pb

although GDA was not & 8 speaker. ODA said, admidst heckling, ®I

' _am proud to be an American of Japanese origin. ¥We should unite together and

show the American people that we are Just as good Americans as they are.® .

The next spsaker was an anscheduled speaker and was SHIGRTOSHT
TATEISHI, & Kibel and block leader of block 23. Acoording %o Source B, he
stated, ®I have Yamato Damashii. I want the following to be taken up at to-
night's meeting: (1) Investigate who pocketed $14,000. of canteen profits;
(2) Reelection of block leaders; (3) Who suthorised Campbell to make & con-
tract to print the 'Free Press' and pay oub $2,000. of the canteen money;
(4) Block 1 and 7 ghould not move out. This is the richsest country in the
world. lst's get Jumber and get the school tuili. They gave citizenship to
myself and my 80D3. Wy don't they take it away? It is mpo good.¥ The sub-
stance of this talk was verified by Source A's report, although Source A
stated that he expressed his appreciation of the United States citizenship
rights bat felt that it meant very little. B

< According to the reports of & SIEDE A the next speaker,
JUICHI UYEMOTO, was greeted with the shouls, o= a1 Araxi. General Areld.®
This is because he has a long mustache similar to that of the Japansse gensral
named ARAKI, According oo ] be said, "I was born in Bawaii but I have
spent most of =y 1ife in Japad. 4B fact, I spent thirty years in Japan. 1

ad on,
united spiritually
that there are too many 1Reds' among you.® According to [
this was the same man wWho stated aboard the train on March <J, 1542 on his
wy to Manzanar, that the Misei should bave nerve encugh to i1l ths President

At this point, according to G s STOKTE s:muilert. the andi-

ence and several people shouted after him, sget out, you dog.® s
9

The next speaker, who was also gnscheduled, was & Kibei named
JAXE TERAO. He made an announcement that he would like to bave all Kibeli
now working on the camouflage project to quit work immediately and %o ask
the parents of the Nisei workers on the project to use their influence in
getting their children to quit the project as soon as possible. \
said that he also urged the Kibel to quit working on the Manzapar

At this point Mr. TEMPLE and other manbers of the office staff
arrived at the meeting and asked ibe chairman to adjourn the meeting. A% p7*
this time KISHI stated, "AMyLAg that happens at tonight's meeting I will

be solely responsible for." =S AR stated in his report that after the }

G Lo 20068
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"EEFER TELETYPE FROX SALT LAKF CITY OFFICE
DECEMBER SEVENTEENTH LAST CO WO COKDITIONS AND POSSIBLE DEVELORYERTS
M/NZANAR RELOCATION CENTER. RNISH INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REFERENCE -
-n:x.rrm: 70 LP?RDPRIAIE MILTTARY AUTHOEITIES YOUR DIVISION. Sl -
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¥Fedrral Burrau of Inuestipation

Hnited Bfates Bepartment of Justice
Los Angeles, Californ

wmron 0, 393 JLL INFORN AT CONTAINED
Am"r’nnn_:-ncmcn;s ' Iﬂ*ﬁ?_?ﬂ IS U;‘EBM&SHE’D ]
PR SRS L . e/i/$  BYsagom
;'JP:?}: birR Tn: . i . : ' -Y'-—ﬁ&_"ﬁﬂ‘)

o,
Lo

? { -
.} Sy y PLEASE HOLD
= RN .
S 0 <
-4 Q_/ Inspector M. E. Gurnea % -7
| % . Federal Bur '
=4 < ' Washipgton, D. C. 5
s RE: SURVEY, WAR RELOCATIOK CENTERS
2! MANZANAR, CALIFORNIA
D3 TR
= X pDear Sir; ————-
= N
= \ Reference is made to your letter to the
— —\_"\ San Francisco Pield Division, dated February 11, 1943,
i1 . e copy of which has been forwarded to this office by
s - Ban Francisco.
3 2
,;: < Pursuant to the request contained thsre-
-3 in, the names of the following individuals have been
— é searched through the files of the Los Angeles Offioe,
o] and a summary of the ipformation pertaining thereto
1 0 prepared in memorandydf form;
— P
SR
e IS rEreLoc
L & . D=TAYAMA
| /r\;,\ < OGQ~TANAEA
~ 7060 TANAKA's mother and father [
:-i J . JOSEPR-BLAMEY .
i <d TOU-JVAT . \-
-.- ] -y , XARBYONEDA o
: g - _ ) Ve yours, U
- ¢ E
= T L T
E (] W ..\. D
& S DR R. B. HOOD & 0
3 Special Agent iniChargeg— =~ ; :
; T w1 sl
hi 3 s
i oo 12  APR 29 1343

“rs
!
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Nams
s Age :
Birthdate
Birthplace
Helight
Welight .
Build
Complexion
Bex
Hair
Byes
Marital Status
Ocoupation
Batiopality
Citizenship

The following descripticn was obtained from gt
of the Manzanar Interior Police Foroe:

Hame

Age
Birthdate
Birthplace
Height
Weight
Build

Bex
Complexion
Hair

Eyos
Occupation
Hobby
Marital status
Fationality
Citirenship

.“A'- .-, .
R R A SRR mailaee i 3 LS .

TERUYUEI TERAO, alias Jaks Terao

SHIGETOSHI TATEISHI, alias Shigeo Tltsuilhi'

It
lo
oo
e
(A=)

S feet 5 dinches . =~ - . § A
130tomopomm : - e

Male © . - . : _ =l
Black " : 59 i : i
Brown . ;
Married

Truck Driver, Clerk

Japanese

United 8tates

5 feet 1 inch

110 pounds

Medium, very short
Male

Light

Black, bald half way back
Brown

landscape gardener
Singing

Married

Japansse

United States

-37- 2009
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> WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
WASHINGTON

MAR 2 5 1943 -

OFFICE OF TRL DIRLCTOR

Tos Mr. D. S. Myer; Directar
Fromsi The Board of Review
The Board of Review has studied the cases of the ten

Kibei sent to Moab from Manzanar on Tuesday, February 23.
The nzues of the ten evacuees are &5 follows: i

ot

.» Nakamura, Kloji
_Ximra, Ichijiro
Sato, Roy
Kodani, Masahara Dick
Yokone, Yuklo ROy
Saika, Yoshio,
Shibanaka, Yoshiichi
~ Yakihara, Wataru Jack
» Endo, Hisato (alias
Kitadani, Eisato)
- Bigashi, Tsutcm

A1l of the ten are unmarried. They range in age from
19 to 29, Five of them have asked for expatriation and one
wishes to go to Japan to take care of his parents but has not
asked for expatriation. Four of the ten have not declared
themselves as to their wishes with respect to expatriation.
According to their statemsnts to project officials, all ars
in varying degrees pro-Japan in their sympathiss.

In the dockets su'mitted, there is little evidence that
the ten evacuees have engaged in sericus trouble-caking at
Yanzanar. Havever, it appears that thbe dockets are incomplete.
The se dockets include Form WRA-26 (Revised) and accounts of
interviews with tbe Project Attarney and the Chief of Internsl
Security. These latter statecents may be considared self-

serving cocuments, In his letter transcitting these dockets,

{.-°  ¥r. Merritt said: "In order to get this information to you as

= soon as possible, we have not taken time to interview members s
of the staff a to obtain coples of tke Ay Registration Farms
that were executed by a few of the evacuees in questiom. I

shall obtain this infcrmation as soon as possible and farward

e
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" MEMORANDIM FOR ms( TIR M. E. GURKEA -19- C:} Maroh 30, 1943
' . & & e

RE: BURVEY, WAR RELOCATION CENTERS,
MANZARAR, CALIFOENIA

IMAT was the investigator assigned by Chief SCHNIDT to ssocer-
tain the writer of these letters, and in oonnection with this investigation,

E_' the letters were discussed with TMAI by Apgente of this office on FNovember 9,
X, 1942,

Respectfully submitted,

|‘ l."l.' I.!'vl'
€ oo

R. B. BOOD
Speoial Agent in Charge
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Tho m:oting was conductud sol:ly in Jnpancsc.

I ccught the gist of the discussion, but, of courss, not all

of it. First, the firo-fighting ogquiomunt wns disnlayod and
—explainod. Thon, th: spurker, ~ Kibedi firumnn, expl~incd wh-t -

ths blook rcsidents should do in cnso n firc startcd in tha

blocke Then, discussion revolved around the nominating of

pcoply for the cvloction two days honce. Two peoplc wero

nominatad--both Kiboi, This was rcally epainst the rulos since

th> c¢looction was supoosed to bo nn Opon Eloction with anyonu

-

q

o over 1B 21lipible to vots or bc cloctude.

”_:? On the day of the olaction, I wms surnriscd to dis-
g covcr that no one hnd wvotcd. By then, it wns the last half-
—d hour of the polls being open. Then, I found sut that sono

L= pcoolc were not nllowed to vote. Thon it c~ma out. Two nights
s previoiusly, what I had thourht was moroly thu nomination vms

(]
1
i

A3

in runlity ~n anpointment 'by the will of the poople.' A
farcc was being verpotrated s

'.-';:,%
f Sineca such =n idc~ vs not accentable to a counle

- of us, wo protested. At first, our prot.sts were of no awil,
-L but finally, ~ now claction was cnlled, EBEnllots werc tokon to

unch apartment nrnd fillzd sut while the porson distributing
th: ballots wnitcd for them =t the door.. This was the first
time th~t I had cver sccn 2n clection run off ir such » mannor.
The c¢nd r..sult was that the two Zibei boys weroe clected.
Democracy in Action!

All of thc licw Commissionurs who wure slected met
with the ncw Project Dircctor, Lr. Rnlph kerritt. The meoting
draggud on and nothing was nccomplishod exocpt that it was
decided that finnl discussion -=would bes tatled. Lnny of tho
poopl: were outspokenly nnd vehemently agninst any type of self-
government,

Somc of tho und.rlying thoughts wiich were expresscd
nre:

*Sinco tho army (and/or gowrmment) put us horc,
why can't it run us?'
. '"We've gotten ~long nll right so far without solf=-
L government, why should we have it now?!
"WWhat's wrong with the present set-up?!
k- 'How can we hawe solf-government in a plneo .
surroundasd by barb-w7ired fencos?!

P
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20314




. ) ;
R R Y P PR S Oy ‘M(- (e b :
L f- e [ S SR o L, S
. > % - " s e g+ oy e ' »
3 B e L i AT TR Y e

The majority of the New Comnissioners were Issei and
Eibei. Only a very few were Nisei., Of the firty-five
Cormissioners present, only about four or five were Nisel.,
This meoting was held on Thursday, December 3. The disturbances
occured Saturday, December 6. ¥o doubt, minions of the '‘Blood
Brothers' were spotted among the new Commission.

The term 'Blood-Brothers' has been discarded now,
I beljeve. The new name of the organization is 'The Black

IR I pa e

i? Dragon.'

e DECE'BER 131~

=¥ Today, I learnod that the school teachers are now

2 E working in the Adninistration Building. Many of thom have re- .
e turned from Lone Pine and Indzncndonce and erc again living

LE on tho Projoct. Anparcntly, schols will be closcd until the
- beginning of January.

3 From a fairly reliatle sourcc, I have beccome cog-

L nizent of thz followdinr: Project Diractor Morritt feels that
- the rosidents of lianzanar do not want to return to work, Ho

has decidcd to hirs Caucasians to work in ossential jobs unless
the residents rcturn to thoir nlaces, If Caucasians are hired,
the evocucas will not be permitted to work at all. That moans
that the cvacue.s will not reccive any incomo.

. Up to this datc, ifr. ierritt has not issued any
statement to the above effuct, but hu expected the paople to
go bacl to work without such a notice. Xe svems to hawe ono
point of view; tho doninating socicty has another; the rcsidents
have nona. Zverwvtiing is not running smoothly betwecn the
Administration and the rosidents. On2 does not lmow what or how
th: othcr is thinking. Therc is no co-ordination or attemts at

it anywhorc.

From tho sanc source, I learnad that not all of the
poople shot on Decurbur 6 wore ehot in the back. Onc of the
High School tcachors who had gone to the Kospital to inquir:
absut thosc who waro shot was told by the doctors that thoro

¥ tho statcment that all victims wero shot in th: back was false.

“\ DECE!'BER 14:--

At noon today, &n annsuncoment was made during lunch. :
that “ir, Morritt and Cantain all of the Military Polico would

= 2ok 20319
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7 =0 FOR IESPECTOR N, B, SURNEA =13- dsavary 15, 193
CO“T A (Dd)
B, SUXVEY OF MANZANAR RELOCATION CENTXE ] ‘96’
JITEEXAL BECURITY J - ALIEY KXENY CONTROL % e X e
) - - ] ) i: ’ .. - o : : : B ..' s -..- ".‘ o - -

fr-tl-ohﬂ.--n-toh.nnrndhwlmm—lﬁ irfetsuts who have
Jater been beatsn wp bescauss of their asscolation with the Paresn. Ne alese
pointed out that, altheush thers bave been known treuble makurs in the Cen-
ter, the 7. B, I bas refused o remove thess individmls boocausy Yoy were
sitigens of the United States. b -
ETRRITY was agein Sold tiat €be present purvey was beiag wede st
thmmtefbﬂ.lﬂlmi,mm 4f NTRRITY was going o be eagey, ™
further attempt im this direstisa would be mads. BERRITT then stated teal -
Ilcpcchrm-monwomhm-{q.-umdmot-t i
putting all of his eards on the Sable, Ne wished So know what suggestieas -
were to bo made as the result of this survey. In reply, be was advised that
4t wes necessary tat the entire pisture bo showm before ary recomsendations
eould be mds. . e S e

WEERITT then stated that he bad found it mecsssary te build wp 8
Pelice Department at Emnsapar im erder to protsct himsslf from the V. B. I.
¥hen asked what hs meant by this statement, be said tiat the Bursau had besm
wsing inforpants iz the Cemter, and thersby eausing dissenzion. Be stated
that the 7. B. I. has boen sending ehscks %o informants in the Center, amd
elaimed that his avthority for this statement was ko Fost Office Dypartmemt,
and that, sore specifisally, be had bosn told by the Fost Office Department
that FETD TAYAMA, victim of the beating af December 6th, Mad received a Oev-
erament o' .eck threugh the mail, im an enwleps bearing the return address =
the Fo B. 1. l.mmmtuadmthnm-—-rmmofnu-
ployee wlo bad furnished this information, because he, MEERITT, had received it
indirestly in & ecemmicaticn from the W. B A. in Bashington, (It will de moted
that meither FEED YTATANL, Bor Ay other informant at the Nansapar Belocation
Center, das received ary mooey from this affics, mor hes any written oemsmmli-
eatimm passed from this effice to {nformants in the Center.)

‘. © wEERITT then stated that he felt tiat m bransh of s Gove roment
éhould do any work, er perform Ay irvestigatisn im the Center, withsut the
ecnsent and knowlesdge of the Projest pireeter. Be stated that he was sstab-
3ishing an Intslligenss Unit at Mangsanar, through whish he would ebtain
§aformatien regarding sceurrences im %he Center, YThis informatien weuld T
Surned ower by him to the Folice Depa rtment. i

MYERITT again alleged that there had beon mumercus instances ef
{nformants of the Bursan Maving besn beaten, snd he wished to Imow how the
7. B. 1. was going %o handle interviews {n the Center in the future, It wes
pointed out that apparently, st the present time, those individuals who wi /8

S Y
0 .[-"7;‘!-'*" k“ ViR 20388
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Hederal Burrau of Investigation

Hnited States Drpartment of Justice
Salt Lake City, Utah
February 27, 1943
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HARRY”Y. UENO
1085 TASMAN DR. #175
SUNNYVALE, CA 94089

b Director, FBI

Re: SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES AT THE
O MAXZANAR PELOCATION CENTER

————— = e = amm

Dear Sir:

Trensmitted herewith is a transcript of a telephone call
between Captain MULLINS, Executive Officer, Intellipgence Divisicn,
Ninth Service Cormand, Fort Douglas, Utah and Mr. RALFA P. MERRITT,
Manager of the Yantanar Relocation Center at approximately 12;15
A.M. December 7, 19L2.

The Bureau's attention is directed to the statement of Mr.
VERRITT in paragraph one, page eix of this transcript, in which
YERRITT states that certain groups of people are at the botton of
R every one of the series of trouble thet have happened =~ the troubles \ v
S are various kinde. There are troubles of pro-Axis, troubles that
_49'3 . rise out of the old political relationship in the Japanese American 3
v / °  League, local troubles thet happen in the camp with regard to certain 4
lb/ " incidents that have been here when the FBI have come in and used =
' certain loyal faithful people, and they are charged as being "stool \ v
((‘ pigeons” and "rats™ and the FBI, of course, goes away without giving ":  _cct”
protection for these fellows and they are now taking the rap. i

L4

J\...

-
=
=

One copy of this commmication and one copy of the trans-
cript ie being directed to the los Angeles Field Division. This
information is being sulmitted for whatever disposition the B ﬁBI 617
deems adviseable.

ALL INCORMATION CONTARED  vury ity sours,
KERE:H 1S URCLASSIFIED
DATE o/l BYseipew® ponGLk

ecial Agent in Charge
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Fedreral Bureau of Investipation

& Hnited Btates Department of Justice
?% Los Angeles, California

A April 10, 1943
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& Direcotor, FBI
\Qk\ 167
RE: JOSEPE Y. EURIHARA, ot al,
oy BEDITION
/
Dear B8ir;

md to the report of Bpecial Agent bq (54
T dztod Z; Los Angeles,
, 'ovamaar 16, 1942, entitled, "JOSEPH
yd EARRYSXOSEIGCTYENO, SEDITION": Your
aEtantion is directed to the fact that through
typographicel errors in the title and body of the
report, KGRIBEARA's name was misspelled "KURIEURA".
This information is being furnished in order thet
the Bureau indices may be changed acoordingly.

S ORIRERRASE L R A L DU ) AN
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Very truly yours,

e o

R. B. HOOD
Special Agent in Cherge
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Fedreral Burrau of Fnorstipation
: #inited Ftates Department of Justice

;E ("“'—/ los Angelss, California ’ {
¥ April 20, 1943
';5};_' i I Director, FEI 5 _
L5 o ] '}

5o Re: CONDYN ONS AT MANZANAR, CALIFOPNIA gk
= " Dear Sir: WAk RELOCATION N_CENTER i
e : \

A2 N

Legislative and I.nvestigat he California Legislature,

1 which report reflects the resulta of a general survey made by the Tenney
. Committee at Manzanar. It is undergtood that a preliminary survey has also

~ been made at 291&1&]{&, the other wa} relocation center in the State of

. California.” §

This office has besn advised that the committee is going to

-~

R make a detailed investigation at Manranar. A copy of any report prepared
Lol will be made available to this office and the Burean will be informed im-

. mediately concerning it. Efforts will be made to obtain a copy of the il
A preliminary survey relative to the Tulelake project. L —
S ’ CORD - 7 - S/
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On Monday, March 29, 1943, ESptain ooorgo aont;!ﬁ
and ¥leutenant Al Guasti, accompanied by ESliatar \
‘and ehief invertifator of the Btate Pact Pinding Committes on

Une-Ameriocan Aotlvitlu, went from Los Lngolel So Bishop, a'l.»,m‘.-\

L}

Lre

ifornia, for tho purpose of eonducting & survey of hnmr
Relocation OCenter and rendering a report thereon, locord}ngl;,
the following report £s herewith submitted; -

On March Sth, 1942, Lieutenant General John De Witt Lssued
an order exoluding all Japanese froo ths area eomprising ths
Western Defense Comnand, The execution ©f this order involved
the removal ef an ou;nmhd 110,000 eitisens ant alien Japan-
o360 to the several Relocation Centers, ens ef which was estad-
lished l.n- Inyo County near Independenoce, m 250@110: £ rom
Los Angeles, This Center, Mansanar, received tho first ocon=
tingent of Japansse evacuess on Karch 21, 19L2, when 61 men
and 20 women arrivéd there from Southern California, By June
ef 192, eontrol of the project was transferred from the la.r-:

time Civil Control Authority to the War Relocation Aut.ority,

/
which now exeroises jurisdiction over the Center $hrough ths .
ﬂcivllhn ject Director, Ralph r.)urrnt, and his assistant,

Robvert L Brmm.

When the \mdoralcnod visited Kansanar en Narch }Oth,
1943, the Japanese svacuse population was 9,500 p9

Imediately prior to visiting the Centey, muisrous

persona were interviewsd, lncludlng Kenne th

. : i ? 20289
o=
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' OppLpTyPe MUSSAGE

Washington, D. Ce.
¥Yarch 15, 1943

Teletype Yessage No. 7 '2“'

Leroy H. Bennett / .

Gila RiverRelocation Center

Rivers, Arizona

Advise how soon can expect docketls and WRA 26s on individuals removed
fran center under presidential warrants. Required in negotiations with

Department of Justice.

. D.siamge /
Qs i i © o P L520/
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oeding the addrom. A W] wiu Au- NEWCOMB CARLTOM J = “"I-I-M'* L Ship Fadicgrem. 7
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3 STARDARD TILLE at paint of destination

11-- k a fullmem
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1

0241 38 GOV HL 8 EXTRAZHOAB UTAH 14. S
B R STAUBERS= ¢— ' -

RELOCATIOH PLAHHIIeG OFFICER {RA BARR BLDG ‘."ASHDC-

KOICHI TSUJI, HARRY QENO, FRANK EGO, TSUTOLU HIGASHI,
HISATO KITADANI, KEWTARO TAKATSUI, YOSHIO-SAIKA HAS BEEN
REMOVED FROI] ISOLATION CENTER TO GRAND COUNTY JAIL AT
HOAB UTAR POPULATION.REMAINING 4o= ° e R -
R R BEST PROJECT DIRECTOR BY F F FREDERICK CHIEF
OF INTERNAL SECUR1TYe!. = ” |

LRy . o e
42w M L Of

COMPANT WILL AFPEECLATE BUGGESTIONS YEOM ITS TATRONS CONCIENING ITS ECRVICE
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. UENO 2 -
lfgg%YT?\Sl-1la{N RRéqg%? Hnited Btatrs Department of Justicr
SUNRYVALE, C Los Angeles, California ' \
October 19 194211 T ljrAntsayEAal A :
e .‘ '}!'--gn;:...‘.?' { J&np\n{m
Sl o ey AQ R -
Director- HER“{{ {8 _E_RS}.)II lED -1
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D, C, ('_) [lATE 5:/"2?/5,?
RE; "MANZANAR RELOCATION AEFA
: q WAR REELOCATION AUTHORITY
Dear Bir; MANZAEAR, CALIFORKIA
On Ootober 17, 42, MR, ¥ED [CAMPBFLL, Assistant Project Director,
Manzanar Relooation Centey, called on me in person at the office. Ee advised

that presently MR, COVEELY, Assistant Regional Director of this agency
from San Franoisco, is tle mcting Projeot Director at Manganar. It is not
believed, however, that he will retain this position for any length of time.

MR, CAMPBELL stated that he wms calling in accordance with the request
of his superiors and he wanted to thank me for the assiztance which haz been
rendered to his agency by this office to date and to ask certain questions about
matters of policy. He was moet anxious to know what information would be fur-
nished direoctly to him at Manzanar., He was informsd that it is not possidle to
furnish him with any investigative or other written reports, and that the mols
intersst of this Bureau in the activities at Manzanar is from an Intermal Becurity
point of view, and that we oconduct no investigations into sdministration and
matters of policy of his agency., It was poimted out that whenever any informa-
tion is received which is deemed to be of such importance that the officials at
the Center should be immediately motified, that will be dons. For example, we

will notify them of any contemplated disorder, visits by piokets, or some such
lﬂﬁﬁtyo

or,

Ee {3 garticularly concerned with thehendling of visitors et the
Conter, as under the present rules, all such persons must receive a written
pass from:-the Project Director or his assistant, Many unauthorized persons do
get into the Area for various reasons, some through ignorance and others inten-
tionallyy Ee desived to know what steps ocould be taken for their prosecution.
In adoordance with the regulations set up by General DeWITT, these persons must
bave special passes, and it was pointed out that apparently their failure to do
80 would be a technical violation of Beotion 505 of the T7th Congress, and that
whenever such instances ocome to his attemtion, he should communicate with this
of fice by telephone if necessary, in order that appropriate action ocould be i
taken. He waz advised the matter would be discussed with the United States b
Attorney and his office pramptly advised of the opinion of thntEfrichl (/ b Z

D) =0 )=

He desired to know what authority the police on the p '_joé d t;L,‘C‘
detain any trespassers or other persons, and he was informed that no answer
oould -be given on this, as it is a matter of policy to be worked out BfFIf£2 1042
adninigtret{on as to-how far they wanted to go in such activities, and secondly
thore pyers many legal pr?;b‘:lgnfrw:alvod therein rhin\b,‘ﬁould not'hn_ passed upon

il"Bur.l-ﬂ. - J"('\ 2 J\,"
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Diroctor_ -2 - Ooctober 19, 1542

RE; MANZARAR RELOCATION AREA
WAE RELOCATIOE AUTHORITY
MARZARAR, CALIFORNIA '

It has jJust come to my attention that according to the plan set up
by this Authority, applications for Japanese to move to another section of the
oountry have to be passed upon by the F.B,I. I inquired of MR, CAMPBELL if he
knew that this procedure had been adopted, as no such checks are made through
this office, and it would not be possible to give any actual clearance to any
individual, KHe stated that he recalled a letter of scme type from his superiors
advising that clearance through the F.B.I., OFI, and M,I.8,, is obtained in
these cases, It i1s possible this is done in Washington and it would be appre-
oiated if the Bureau would advise this and the interested West Coast offices
relative to the arrangements for such a cheok of applications leaving the Center
for other ares. ' In this comection, I am enclosing clippings from the "Pacific
Citizen™ which is published 4n Belt Lake City, Utah, quoting rules to be followed
for obtaining leaves from the Area and & s noted that in paragraph § "Ef, the
Mational Direotor will secure from the F.B.I, such information as mzy be cbtain-
able. In the "Manzanar Press"™ of Beptember 9§, 1942, there is a statement to the
effect that “oclearance™ is to be obtained from the F,.B,I.

MR, CANPEELL stated that tlLey have had many problems at the Center i
and some of the former administration did get unduly exsited and mismanage some
of the affairs, but he thinks it is going considersbly better at present. He
stated thet the people of Inyo County, in which the Manzanar Center is located,
are very hostile towards all Japanese and in fact towards all persons who have
anything to do with the camp; and that whenever a Japanese is seen away from the

canp, it 1s assumed that he is away without authority and the cemp officials are
oritiecised.

He pointed out that as a matter of fact, there are many cases of where
these individuals do leave the camp without suthority, go back into the mountains!
and one individual ¢old him about a series of lakes located fourteen miles away
back in the mountains, The initials of some of these persons have been found
carved in trees a consideradle distance sway from the Center. He stated that
it is undesirable that they be away from the camp; however, it is impossible to
have a sufficient nmmber of military guards to be eertain that there 4s no
opportunity for amy of these persons to be away. He stated there had been mo

. motual cases of pemanent desertion from the camp, but some people had been
absent for a day or so. He feels that most of them go back into the mountains
fishing, and while actually no harm can result from their being away, he admits

there results an undesirable situation., XNo corment was made with reference to
this matter by me,
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Mr. Dillon S. Myer
pege 3
r Kay 11, 1942

Tevtomu Eigsshi h=d writien £ ctctement ertitled
"Cpinion of one Kibel Boy™ vhick conteined the
et ate-ent thrt "Issel ere resyonsirle for the
education rhich leed Nisel in ke wrong dirsction®
erd recoaazended +hzt &ll the rro-h-e-icen eledents
1cpve Mznzaner £o that the true Jejenese slone
=ould reasin. Foy Yokoas h=d coxe to Bot EBro¥n
erd insisted that this letter be puzlisted in Lthe
sznzener Free Press. Zecsuse of these ectivities,
these two evccuees wmere vleced on the 1ist of
cuspects. Toe third ne=e to o on the list wes
tnet of Zoy Seto vro hed been involved with
F111 Tapebe ard 3i1l Zuga in telephoninz the jail
zfter the snooting ©2 Decet™er €th. ESeto
yould hzve beer gent to voeb becauvse of his
psrticip:ticn i tre riot ked it not been for
tte intervention of the Negotisting Comnittee
yrich steted thet Sato v=s ebout the only level-
headed Kibei leeder et Kenzener, end they felt
it vee desirsble for him to stey Lere Lo keep
tre Kibel in line. Seto ked Deen given a job on
the Jepanese section of tte Yanzarer Free Pregs,
lergely so that he conld be xept under otserveation.
Bob Erovn hzd received reports thet =t the time
of repistration Szto hed ettenpted to induce kis
co—vorkers on the Jepenese section of tke pcper
to rrint in Jipanese & stetenent thet no one
chould enswer "Yes" on tke loyelty cuestion.
Seczuse of this report end because of his
activities in comnection witk the riot, Sesto
ves placed on tke lict of sucpects. In addition
to these three nenes, Bob Trrocxmorton ked &
1ist of sbout ten rames of Kibei vto ked been
reted in connectlon with the December riot. Ee
end Bob Brown discussed this 1ist with tro leaders
_ of the FPeace Committee who steted thot only three
of the boys on this 1ist should be sent eway from
Yenzener. Thece three were Osenu Teneka, Kiyoji
Wakamura, and Ickijiro Kimira, It wee decided
mot to trensfer Osamu Tanzka (Mesaski Tanaka's
‘brother with whom Roy Seto lived) beceuse he was
zerried end had tro children.: The other two boys,
 Yakamura end Kimurz aere roommates of Frenk Ego
+who ves then at ilosb and they had been suspected
of perticipstion in most of the disturbing incidents
that hed occurred et Xanzanar. The two members of
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SLOIATT i CAS:S

L. Hnliph P. -2rritt
! avszray neloceiicn Center
(o}

Liszoy-r, Czlifornia

)

Leur Ar. Lersitiut
Rz~ardirc enclosed :crevandu frem the Zozrd of seview
concornines %ie 4en Sibzi whe were renoved “rcn MonizZiar

¢ ilceb onm Scbruary 27.

“incertly WOUTE,

U, S. Lyer

Diraztor

—nclosurss

.83 -ler:FSP
(=16-43

(File sent to Cmfifertial Files)
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JSO0LATIC CASE

v | 3
Xr. Ray R, Best e
Director, lLeuop Center
war itelocaticn Anthority
winclow, Arizona
Doar ¥r, Sests
Rezor+in - e.clos2d nercrandurn fror the Boardidf Rewiew re-
connmendine sknt “en Xibei who were transferred to Rozb
from .-snzanzr d: retaived at Leupr.
Sincerely vours,
D, S, Hyer
Direcior
<nclosure

LASi-ler:FS?
6-16-43

(File sert to Conficential Filgés)
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De-r Y=. Eerrititt

Thelos.d for y ur infor=-ilm= ic & coY I & cen.rouduz
fro- 4B Bo:rs of Devier shtlieh I laww ey zoved ind ¢ ooy T L
Tetiss e Kre iy boct eme-rnlng b0 led ¥ibed sho were recoved

foce bonz-nar 49 =amb on Feviw sy e

I7 yu k-ve not elrsagy dou s¢, % 31y ulcuze tend L0
Er. Best r coy o7 ¥y ur leizer cxted Ly 11, 1943, ‘tagether =ith
iha exhildi:z thereis, in crder La.t ¥T. Bert ry nva ¢ full
ro=5-3 of the tra 1o invoived.

fincersly y-ur.,
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K1 BOKIGII MARLY HASHINOTO
GEHIT CEORCYE, YAXOQRICHT

1085 TASMAN DR. #175 : 81l KERJI QA ‘ »
SUNNYVALE, CA 94089 Esab Isclation Centep :
Moadb, Utah

Alien Enesy Control = i

hromhmummmuwm, 1%.3, 4n
shich you stated that 4t had eoms to your attention that the sbove
sublects, wpon Weing apprshended by agents of this Bureas at the
xmrhmummurtwtmuuuu-mzmumw,
mmmmmmzmumwoum, ecats or othar
parsonal effects, and that as a Fesult arrengements bad to be mads
for the audee pent shipment of those parsonai effecis.

The _os Angeles Pield Office of this Bureeu, which eovers
the langanar kalocatisn Center, has advised that eationed sudbjects
ware pot apprehended by special agonts attiched to that effies, and
that 1t had not been scasulted Sa thoe matter. The 5alt lake City
Field Office has advised that esplioned sudjesis wers apprehanded by
agents of that effice oa Karoh 1L, 1943 at the Moab Isolation Center

Muhmhblmhtim'mtuhthmm. dscording 1o the
Salt Lake City Offies, the military suthoritics at Fort bouglas, Utah
are of the epinion that esptionsd sudbjects wers pemoved froa the
Tolson Manzaner Ralocation Center t0 the Jall at Indepsndence, Califoraia
" A. Tz &genta of the War helosation Authority and thit $hey were transferred
ok “Trom Indepandence, California to tha kosb Isclation Center by ths bar
" corg ——helosation Authority and were possihly accomranied by a military polies
; c“""——-tmrt.. However, accordicg to the military authorities, these subjects
: ?;;“‘-——m at all Qimes in the sele euitody of the ¥ar helogation Authority.
. a
AN {chols In oonnecticn with the subsequent apprehension of the saptionsd
- Bosen___ guhjects Wy agants ef the Salt Lake City Pield Cffios of this Bureau,
- Traey__ Your attantion is éirected %0 the fact Rt on February 27, 133 you
- Carson___ grensxitted the originals and 80;les of ‘yesldential larrants suthorising
- Harbo___ gho apprehansion of each of thea, You requested that thess sudjecis be
- Hendon___ taker, into imnodiate eustody and be delivercd %o the Icd pration and -
+ McGuire_ Naturalization Service Officlals for temporary detention ponding intern-
- Mumford mmnt. Your attanlion is further directed to the following invostifative
. Plper rerorts, a eopy ef sach of which was transnitted to the Divixton of Eesords
- Quinn Tam®f the lepartacnt ea april 2, 19.3, and which pejorts reflect the _
. Neass 8p of these individuals em March 1L, QL3 ' « .« .. = e DR
]
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: WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY -
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Mr. Dillon S. Yyer, National Director
fior Relocztior futhority

2err Building

17th end Eye Streets

%.eshington, D.C.

Decr Xr. Myer:

In your letter of Xerch ~¢, 1943, you Teruested further evidecce
for the 2o2rd of Feview ip regerd to the ter persons sent to
¥oeb on Februery 22rd. In response to your reguest, we heve mede

. & more con~lete investipstion of trese ceses, £nd I em tranenitiing
Lerevith & copy of a metorandua to tke Project httorney froa tke
Chief of Internel Security deted Ney €th reporting on interviews
%ith the etaff rmezbers vith regard to the ten evecuess in cuestion
ard elso e copy of the enployment record of these evecuczes.
Trege docunents ere merked "Ixhibit A" end "8" respectively.

You will notice from "Exhibit A" in perticuler thet the steff
—embers in penerzl were not well accusinted with the evacuvees in
cuestion, o that es fer es the =teff is concerned, aost of these
persons can rot be concidered trouble-mekers; lhonever, a5
{niiceted to you in @y previous iletter on the subject, we ksve
jr.formation fro= relizble evacuee Sources indiceting tkat these
persons were, prior to their apprebension, the “ocel point of
unrest end disturbance at Manzaner.

The first day of ectuel regpistretion at Manzaper wes Friday,
Februery 12th. There wes considerzdle tencion snd exciterent

{n the Center at the time. On or zbout February 15th, en open
Jetter to Nr. Merritt was pleced on tke Block Bulletin Boards
steting that the evecuatlon ras unjust and there v&s ro re=son why
any evacuees should volunteer for eervice in the Army. February
16th marked the finsel day for registration except for trte Army
interviexs which continued for two or three weeks. By February
17th, it was cuite apparent that the unrest in the Center was

increasing.
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¥r. Dillon S. Myer
page 2
Ney 11, 1943

There wes & definite ppitetion egeinst the Nepotieting Ccrmuittee

: of Four, xktich, s=ince the riot, hod constituted the de fecto

evecuee poverrzent of Yepzanar. %r. Rey Sect krors four of

the sixteen Menzznor evacuees, tlen £t ioad; nzmely, Kolchi

Teuji, Herry Ueno, Frenk Tpo, end Zob Metsude, wrote 2 letter

to tkte lLicgotisting Coamittee Zeted February 1ith gccusing the

Committee of double-deeling end of havinr betroyed "the people

of Manzanar" - meening the elemert vtich was eyapsthetic to

the riot. Mr. Sest hres < eted that thece four evcocuess co=relled

thoce of the remeinine svelve vho vrote Jepenece Lo acke coples

of thie letter vhichv=re trercmitted to key people 2t llenzEneT.

A cozy of this letter is etizched as "Eykibit C." Sore evidecce

of tte sort of ectivity tkst vas under Tew at Uenzarer is found

in e trensletion of & letter from Ocenu Teneka, 20-7-1, Menz&ner,

to Fis brother, Moss2kd Taneks et tlozh, rostuerzed Februery 17th,

- which inciudes tke folloving:

nThe letters cene froxz you folkxs to ceverel blocks
ere now being stowvn to the recidents. Evervone will
¥now before lozg. Yesterdey Okerura of Block 33
wee ehowing the letter to Sato. Tonight we ¥ill
Feve a neeting in Hipashi, Seike, Tersmori's room
in order to discuss the cubject. Everyone w111
vnor ebout the Pezce Conmittee before long. Be
petient and teke good care of yourselves t111 then.
Yeki comes bere sodetimes; don't worry."

b copy of the trensletion of this leiter is ettected es "Extibit

On or chout February 17th, reports were coaing not only from
sembers of the Peace Committee znd the Negotisting Comnittee, but
fron individuael evecuees - all to the effect thst trouble ves
breving et Menzansr end that we might very well heve enother riot
unless preventive measures vwere taken. ;g

I accordingly asked Bob Throckmorton and Bob Brown to investigate
the eitustion and see if there was sufficient evidence .to justify
tre trensfer of kno¥n trouble-mekers to Mosb. These men worked
out & 1ist of eleven suspects by the following procedures:
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e WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
In reply, pleasc refer to: s6nZEDAT y Celifornia t{?/-
' : }ebruary 24, 1943 :
PDO ' 4 - |
= 1
\C \
o —EonEIbsTIAE T
JEMORANDUM TO: Dillon S. Kyer
Netional Directer
SUBJECT: Trensapission of files regerding ten 1
= evacuees recently sent 1o koab *
On Friday, Februery 19th, ten evecuees were apprehended at
= Lanzan=r and placed in the Iniepenience Juil for jnvestigation.
. Tney were cuestioned there ty our Project Attoraey, Bob r
Tnrock:orton and Cuiefl of Interzel Security, Jecx Gilkey.
On Tuesday, February 23rd, the ten were sent to Wloab by bus.
An eleventh evucuee, Toyomi Weds, 1/-11-2, was also scheduled
for apprenension, but it wes found tnet he wes 411 in the
Yanzener Hospital. 1 stell zzke suiteble errangenents with
respact to nis cese «fter he is relezsed from the Hospital
waich will probably be within a week. Taoe ten evacuees
in guestion are &5 follows:
Naxe-ura, Kiojl 32-14-4
Kiuurs, Ichijird 32-14-4
Seto, Roy 32-7-1
Kocanl, Wssahera Dick 14-11-2 &
Yoxzome, Yukio Roy 25-2-1
Seika, Yoshio 21-7-L4
Snibanske, Yoshiichi 10-1-2
Makinara, Lataru Jack 36-12-5
e : Endo, Hisato (aliss
7 : Eitsdani, Hisato) 12-12-2
. digesni, Tsutom 9-2-1 : d

- ur. Throc«morton &nd Mr. Gilkey have eacn made written reports
on their interviews witb tne sbove mentioned evacuees and I
am sending to you copies of these reports along with coples
of WRA Form 26 for eaca evacues. To tne WRA forms, I have
attacned copies of letters written by the evacuees fron the
Injependence Jail to friends in Manzanare. :

In order to get this information to you as soon as possible, ; i
we huve not teken tise to interview members of taoe staff or to e
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1t to you.®

The Board of Review cannot recommend to you what finsal
disposition should be made of these cases until further evidence
is submitted. We believe that none of the ten should be returned
to Manzanar, and that further decisicn on final dispositian of
these cases should be postponed until Mr. Verritt's additional
materisl is received.

;'waw

. S

John Provinse, chief
Camunity Services

s 1. %4

v Pnilip
Solicifar

El. Buth

E. M. Rowalt
Deputy Directar
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R o EG . - PARRY Y. Ueno: = 230
S - 1085 TASMAN DR, #175
e SUNRYVALE, CA Gub3s . 5
FEDERAL BURKAU OF INVESTIZATION = .
" . UNITES BTATES pmmr OF JUSTICE ;.
/M /40 St 3 -7 2l s ;
i e T e e w i on - WA 13, 1943 |
-wmw -=_. R .-‘- .- . ‘:: . }_'_:.i :.!\.._,i. "h‘lf-:_.,-I.“--‘-':-If‘-.ré.{‘..? "-:.'.::_-- _;M&..-;r--':'.\,- -‘(\- 1—?::.‘1\&;-." .l:-:,-. o
To, mummmnom SECTION. .= & 2 OATATLT ‘ S _,%'-'---.’ Sab e
R -“--;'-L"’-’ Gl e S
'rrmanit the rcllwinx -uuge ib;- T i 3. Tmaces Los NoES PR
RS R S P T LAXECITY =

SOKICHI HARRY HASHIHOTO ORNJI GEDRGE HHLCUCH.I RATMOND HIROSHI HIRLI BILL KHIJI
'TANABE, ALIRN ENEXY CONTRQL J, RD'K." !’IV! l.C. DEPARN&T STATES ]]'FDBIATIOH REKITHJ
ABOYE SUBJECTS APPRFHE{DED BY BUREAU AGENTI AT IANZA!-AR RFLOCATION CE&'TE% FOR TRANSFERRA

TO HOAB UILH, RE.‘OCATIQJ CE:{'IE? LHD TEAT AT ﬂHE OF APPR?Q{‘EHSIOH SUBJE'.‘-TS NOT PFRHITI‘:-

P, — ==ss

; m OBTAIN mrs COATS, OR omm Pmsam mrs TAUS nmmslmmo mmum OR
LATER SHIPUGNT OF SAME. nmuu RECORDS REFLECT SUBJESTS APPRERZIDED BY SALT LAKR CITY
OFFICK AT MOAB, DT4H, AND DRLIVERFD IS FOR TRIPORARY DETENTION PENDING mmm:
10S ANGELES OFFICE ADVISE BY RETURN TELRTYPE DATE SUBJECTS RFMOVED FRON MANZANAR TO

MOAB, UTAH, lf‘E’NCI H.uzm.m RZIOVAL, LKD I'HH‘HE?. REPRESRNTATIORS AS '1'0 SUB-JE'IS NOT BEIN

- pmea—— .

ALLOWED TO TAKE PERSOKAL E’FETS 1RE TRUE IF RR.OVAL HANDLEZD BI BUREAU AGHTS SALT

PR The . L n

LAXE GIT‘!’ OF'FICE LDVISE B'I EF..TIBN TH.ETIPE DEIAILS SUBJEC'ISS APPRMSIOH AT MOAB, UTAH,

"

e S o A [ -

—-=’; '
=0 C All mm&m B!I 'IH‘E
* HERES 1S URCLASSIFIED
DATE crats Jf.ifﬁ‘-"_‘"—!"f”
RS ThSHAN DR, #175
SUNNYVALE, CA 94089 20426
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of Sokichi Harry Hashimoto, Genji George Yamaguchi, Raymond S
62 h_{‘;"ﬂir
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My 10, 1943 :

MEVCRANDUX FOR MR, J. EDGAR EOOVER - L '--.":"‘.,'___. :
DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION pie
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It has come to my attentien

BiroshtHirai, and Bill Kenji Tanabe, that they were appie—
Bonded at the Manzanar Relocation Center and transferred to

the War Belocation Center at Moab, Utah, by your agents im

&coordance with the provision for the apprehension of potentially
dangerous alien enenies. Bowsver, in the course of this appre-
heneion the above named persons allegédly were not permitted
to obtain their hats, coats and other personal effects that
would be required. As s result &rrangements had to be made
to ship thir_clotb.tng and personal effects. Lt

I refer this to your ltt.on.t,ion‘tn order that your
agents in the eourse of future apprehensions of Japanese
aliens at relocation centers may eliminate this burden of -~

transferring clothing and personal effects subsequent to
8pprehensions,

- o
— e

' “ e o ;' l":r- truly rnurl_, ;




On April 9, 1913, a letter was directed to tris office by the
Los srgeles Field Division which reflected that the files of the Los #ngeles
Finld Division cortained no pertinent informestion regarding Subject other
than ne was removed from the lignzanar relocation Conter by the W.K.A. shortly
s ter the riot of December 6, 19.c.

RALFH . FER=ITT, Director of the lianzanar Relocation Center,
advised that this individuel wss deemed by the w.Xx.h. to be an agitetor and
trouble maker in the Center arnd at the time of his removal complete information
regarding his activities was furnishked to the W.R.A. at JashingtonD.S
MERRITT further stated that a W. R. A. Board of Review, headed by [ : p?7<
# studied ‘the charges uade against the Subject and acsording to LERNIIT
e T.ansmitted the information to the alien Enemy Control Unit with the
recuest theot he be proc:zeded against as an enemy alien. AMERRITT indicated
that upon receipt of the infornation from the W.x.A., the slien Enemy Control
Unit caused a fresidential serrant to be issued for tha epprehension of this
individual. HMSRRITT stated the t he did not, at the present time, have this
information available but that if desirad by this Bureau it could undoubtedly

be obtainsd either throuzh the S§.R.A. herdquarters in “jashington, or the
Alien Enemy Control Unit.

p review of Subject's application for Certification of Identifi-

_flects that he bears Alien Enemy Reqistration Receipt ~ard numder
It reflects also that he has onc hrother,w residing b')v
in thie Country. HKis father and mother reside at Fukuoka Ken, Japan. Other
information in this application 1s not relevant to this investigation.

A Disposition Sheet is beirg submittad to the Bureau.

Inasmich as there are no further leads to be covered in t his casc,
this case is being referred upon completion to the of fice of origin.

ENZLOSURE TO BURZAU:
1 Disposition Sh:zet

REFER<ED UPON CO-FL°TIOH TO TEF OFFICE OF ORIGIN 20424
. -2- 2




I .
LI

(o Eer

RS AT L NN

2l
1

*
el

4
b o ]
%
-
vy
=
=
o 44
b
X
. ¥
=

-

. g LY [} - — = Wit . o -0 - . »
F IS SR a-u_...q-__...L..i'_.'...'-..-.-L..-L'--.-u.-..a\ e ey F—...-‘u.‘-."—'z..---.—u.b—‘..g_n;--h.:-\’, e T Lk
e ~

- .

2 A

<

.,

~

. e et e T

3

! EEDERAL BUREAU ©F TYYTEETTGATTION
A :
£ .riein: LOS A GELES, CALIFORNIA File No. 100-L917
: zade at: — “Date: Periced: Keport made by: ) 1
SALT LAXE CITY, UTAK | 5/27/L3 5/6/L3 R e e KD L7e
&Z%i;:‘b' : = i Character of Case:
. - L]
RAYO KIROSHI(%ERAI with alieses: ALTEN ENENMY COUTROL - J
Toy irai, Raymond@ay
‘S‘HDPSIS: Sub ject ordr : neral 5/5/'_;5.
IPRB R i : = g set out. )R 1%
ngeles office has no deiinite information con-
cerning Subject. ~Visposition sheet submitted.
< .\rl L= '
Y -RUC- A
REFEREXCE: Revort of {ye cial Arent sl dated L/5/L3 b7¢
et Selt Lake City, Utan.
. b | AR }
B e o daced sarch 36, 12sALL INFORMETION CONTAINED .
2 HEREN 1S CLASSIFED
DETAILS: AT SALT LAVE CITY, UTAX: DATE ol 2l BYsagzniapn

On 4arch 30, 19,3, & letter was directed fromthe Bureau to the
Salt ~ake City Field Livision'which refleected that the Bureau nad received

from t he Department & copy of an Order dated march 5, 1943, in which the
Atdorney General ordered that buoject pe interned.

On kpril 13, 1543, a copy of
;a5 forwarded to the Salt ‘aie City rield Division.

1t is as

25/

2

(e ~ /
‘ Approved@;,.‘F 4 ;#“mmsf-: /M =7 0% 2 = M ECORDED
Do Not drite in TheSe Spaces & IN.DE _
= [ . L 1 3 -

C'::p{ ;;-"qr, this neport

E
E
: L Re
0 5 - Bureau (Encl.) cc Div. '
g 2 - Los angeles %“1_336 ’1 8 JUN 1 1943 !
1l - G2 Fort Douzlas ghe:! - P Ea
¥ ! 1 - OKI San Francisco
T | 1 - 1245, Salt ~ake City % !_
© | 1 - UtA, Salt Lake ity : ,( o )
2 - Salt Lake City (1-AER File) | cUg4dced.

21 JUN 211983 Vg :
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Bajert of Speciel Agwot GEEETEETETY dated

April 5, 1943, at Selt hh
antitled, "Sokichi Harrr mm, Intarnal hm:rxw -
d, Aien Enexy Cont.rol."

00 o s RO Neport of Spestal Agest

e A T T I%J,nsutukomty, sh 4n the sase S
G W ~ entitied, *Genji coo:ptmh.l Inurm.l s-mw- Lo
A J, m-nlnw&d.ml.' $ic ¥ _ IR N
R Bajort of Spectal "m.-d- 4 -

_ms,l%).umtuhmu,mmmm
entitled, "kaymond Hiroshi Rirsi, MCMWLU-'
J, mmn:w(:ontnl',

Report of Special Agent EEEECZETES ‘L
April S, 1943, at 5alt lakse Ci‘l’-x, 5 the ecase
entitled, "2i11 Kenji !lu.b- It ernal Sesurity = J,
Alfen !.n.-; Gnntml. & o

It should bo mtod t.’tut. the u.m. hh City th:lu hu uh'lud
that eartivned sutjects, wpon thelr apprebenxion, were immediately '
placed in tho Orand County Jail at Moad, Utah by the arresting agents.
Through arrangossnts previcualy mads with the United States Attormey .
&t Selt lake City, the eaptioned sthjeciz wers taken into sustody by
7/ the Deputy United states Marshal ea the sawe day of their appreheasion,
_and on the following day they wers removed o the Salt lake Ceamty Jall.
At tho time of thelr apprehension, they were wearing trousers, shirts
and shoos ordinarily wora at ths Moed Isclation Center, and sines thay ¢id
pot rejuest permission to taks any persanal effeets with thea to the loeal
: _ Jall, nc personal effects were rencved to the jail froa the Isolztion .
. . - Cepter. These subjecis wers subse uently interviewed at Balt Lake City
; ) by an agent of this Ruresu, at whiesh time tley sontinuously complained
that thiey had pot rocaived their basgags fron ths Kanzanar delocatiom
Canter, but made no complaint relstive to pot having receivod any per-
sona cffacl.a w:ich they xight have had at the Noad Isclation G-nm.
In view of u:. above, it is sugpested i.lut if any ﬁu-thc
ection in this matter is desired by your Unit, it should be taken wp
with the Bar ialecation Authority shich apparently is the agmecy thet
was inztrusestal in tranaferring eamticasd suhjocte froa the ltnun.u'
,'Mbeaum Canter to u.. lioab Inls‘u.an Gmm. : Sne G
,. ...""."ﬁ..-‘;'.-. —_ "‘-?:: e --';- -"'J.-. - & i ‘ e h” tml: m,
dohn Edgar Hoover
drector

o

20428

L e -
RURESI 7 o At s IS -.:;_--.11.;,‘-...31:--'."-{- e Fi e e N S s



- L L
T I'.'.l'. - ke, _"'"
e (-;" Q?
UHDEVELDPED LEADS; L E B e ] ! b =
"mmsn:msmmmnsmu iy
;; S T At Manganar, California, will continue to gain furthar infonnation

concerning the Manzanar Citizens' Federation, its activities, its laadera
and its purposes.
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2254 EAST 49TH STREET o TELEPHONE KIMBALL 1181
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

- : December 7,1942

tr; TR Tl ML NFODAATION EONTANE . |
For York Siey, NLUNERER ISPRUASSEID
Dear Mr.Winchell:- DATE f;:/aﬁ 7/9 BYE/@-,/@@?/W

In your enviable position as a publicist

- I should like to call your attention to the present situation
prevailing at the™lenzanar Japanese Relocation Center near

Lone Pine,California,brought to my attention several times

by one of our representatives whose relisbility is ungues-

tioned.

, In view of the fact that this particular Japanese Center
ie now under martial law due to disturbances there fostered
by alien Japanese,the facts brought to my attention are
interesting. A personal investigation emong Lone Pine bus-

iness people may provide you with further proof of what I
have to Bsay.

]

7
é%% This man Merritt,who is in charge of the Center, has
D a stubborn Japenese secretary who makes it very difficult
o for Americans to gain entry to him. He 1s described as &
T E25 "weak sister" by Lone Pine people. I understand there have
PgS been occasions when he has permitted certain 4interned Japs
2 - to leave on fishing trips in the mountains.
(6]
=l

il

Although meat end other articles of food are scarce
in Lone Pine and Bishop, the Japs get plenty of it. Japanese
heve been seen throwing Swift's tenderized hams 4into the °
garbage cans after extracting the center portions of the ham,

Alien Jaﬁa have told the driver of our distributor
in that territory something like this: "We are going to win-

out on you after this war is over ¥ECORD™ : i
EXCLUSIVE e ~ / ; -%) -Y-r_'}" & P f 45 B '/ZX
DISTRIBUTORS FOR | Near Lone Pine 48 & school foX’pEEliminary flyiﬁg in-

so.cauirornia  ®8truction, The Army has failed to furnish ok#&ggqgwq?gsnt
SO.NEVADA-ARIZONA |for thig Bchool, the students epting in [bhe Pink Yestalrantd

NEWMEICO (TEXASeWith the present shortage of food these stidents have tg teke t

l

this war.You had better treat us right or ge'll sure take it

L]
&

chances with other Americans while the Jatf:get the

1r 111, -
g1

L7
20140

el Ty

T N e s Rohemian, Dystrd buting

“ﬂnrvf
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Council of the Japansse—dmerican Citizens I-na{pn prior to evacuation, and .. S
" more recently a delegate to the Natianal Japanese-Anerican Citirens leagus .~
beld in Balt Lake City in Kovember, 1942. : P : s A

, y . T
2 = Sy m

2 b L SubjJect UTENO was identified by TAYAMA as being the
leader of the group which assaulted him, A5 a result, UYENO was on December
5, 1942 removed from the Manzanar Relocation Caenter by the W.R.A. and placed
in the Inyo County Jail at Independence, Califormia. On the following day the
residents of Manzanar in several mass meetings protested the incarceration of
UIENO and demanded his retum to the Center. At one of the mass meetings a
cammltiee of five was appointed to meet with the W.R.A. Officials and demand
the retum of UYENO. Subject XURTHARA was ane of this canmittee of five.

- <= CEEG ; Upon EURIHARA's assurance to Director MFRRITT that
° there would be no further disturbance, UYEIO was returned to the Center. if
However, a furthar riot developed, as a result of which it was necessary to
call in the Military Police to maintain ordsr and to remove TAYANA and other
- “known ioyul “Américins Trom the Center for their own Frotection. As a result,
- both UTENO and XURIHARA, together with fourteen other individuals cansidered
to be the leaders of the disturbance were removed by the W.R.A. from Manzanar
to a separate camp at Moab, Utah, where they remain at the present time.

el
L%

e

ROBERT EROAN, Assistant Director of the Manzanar
Relocation Center, advised that according to reports received by him fram the
Director of the Moab Relocation Center, subject XKURTHARA has, since Ms arrival
there, indicated that he regrets his activities at the Manzanar Relocation Cen- .
. ter. According to ERGWN, UYENO has cantinued to conduct himself in such & man-

ner as to cause dissension and disturbance at the Moab Center, as he did at
Manzanar. - - :

s . Assistant

furnished a copy of L’I"
dated Februa 1943 written b an Moab, Utah, to
Mt Manzanar. ¥as one ol the sixtean indviduals re—

zanar after the rioil on December 6. This letter read in part as

follms - . = o - = £l -
MAccording to the individusl letters we received yesterday from -
ths Washington W.R.A. beadquarters, it was decidsd by the authority
that we, sixteen of us, are not allowed to return to Manzanar. . . .

¥Here I would like to make a report of the recent mings among
us,. :

*Fhile I was kept in the lone Pine Jail without ence, UYENOD,
ths central figure of the incident, once challenged HI and my-

self saying that 'those who went to Idaho for beet topping afe traitors.!
: 20403 ;

- fl
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. YNIMO JOR INSPECTOR K|  SURNEA e Juni _;, S5, W3

EX, SURYFY OF MARTANAR RXLOCATION CEETER

IRTE.RAAL BYCURITY J = ALTEN ENEXY CONTROL SE
TANEENTIAL | i
T.ﬂ.... _'_ : " e . Z i = =
=i WEXRITT wao asked a5 te the lesaticm of Sedislal Mlnd’.ﬂ ia 1

$he Conter, and replied that the Project Direstor as juriedietion af all arims, .
BXIRTTT stated that be has pet wp 8 judiein] ecemittee, before mhom effemdsrs
are brought. Be said the proeedure was Shat after a orime was scmmitted, the
police would maks the arrest and brins them before the judielial committes i
without attoroeys. The fudieis]l sommittes would then hear the evidence amd
mie & recommendation to the Projest Directer s to the astion % be mbkwn.
The Projest Director would review the findings of the sommittes nnd make his
deolsion. Aceording to WZEEITY, this procedure was set up at the direstim
ef DILLOl MITER, Naticoal Dirvetor of the W. R. A.
- Om Tussday morning, ﬁ.mry 19, 193, WILLARD l. ICE!'IDT, evting
htlaml Director of Interm] Sesurity, ws intsrviewsd at the Manizamar Polise
Department. At that time, BCAIDT explained that all eases received by the
Polies Department were utt-od mmmsrisally, in the pequenes recsiwed. Thres
types of sase sards are maiztained ia the Departmernt, eoe being s sasmalty
eard, em whieh is recorded the mame of the casmliy, and the typs. BCENIDY
stated that this sard eculd be msed for either damare done ts property or per-
sons, / gecond type of eass eard iz known as the "Lost and Found Card®, whigh
14sts the mams of the person losing er finding property, &nd a ‘.lcript.iu
the article. The third type of sard used i3 the srime eard, On this, there
are blanks in whioh are %o bo inserted the mame of the Bubject, vietim, of-
forss ecamitted, and such ether data, When seses are assigmed for imwestigatien
. %he reports are sup;o8ed to be submitted by the affiow sondweting the imvesti-
getion, and these reports are elipped er stapled to the orime eard. detmlly,
howsver, 1t wis found that in vary few instances had writtan reports been made.
SCEXIDT stated that, in eash sase, the following items were imdexed; Crime,
lubj-ut, and locatiem.

In sddition to the abowe reserd, thoro are n!u -uwm in the
Pelice Department persormel folders en eash member ef the Japerwse Police Do~
partasnt. All of the aleve records are maintained wmder the l-prrhl-n and
-:tmt of epe of the CSucasian memders of ths lbylrh-at. y

A -upnr:-a wﬂlc- d‘ tho filing mt- wsed h; t.l- hmn.
prhlnol to SCIMIDT, It was suggested that the astigmment of an arbitrery -
elassifisation mumber to the partienlar types of eases mndled by the Folies
Department, together with the serialization ef each dooumert iz the ease file,
would, o a great extent, simplify the filing system. Thess matters were cem—
sidered by SCENIDT and cu-r GILXIE, and both agreed that the proposed system
would be an improvement.

4

SCENIDY stated that in view of the unsettled sonditiens at Nansapar,
8 Cavoasian polisce forve ef ferty or fifty meambers should be maintained at
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Marzamar for the present, this mmmber being later reduced %o sbouwt tem men,
Assording to him, at the present time, in all eof the W, R. A. Centers, the
Cawcazian polies staff eonsisted ef ealy two mexn, buwt it had been deeided b
inorease this mumber to six. It fe BCENIDT's plan to ecndwet a sshool fer
the movly hired Csucasian effieers, in erder that all of tbe police systems
in ths variews Centers my be wmiform, Ja this sonnection, he stated that
Af, at Bansamar, there was established sueh a sohool, the ferty eor fifty
Caucagian police needed there at the present time sculd be en band and at
ths some tine yeoeive treining in Osnter polliee work. By the time this
eourse wxs eompletsd, the meed for that mumber of afficers at Manzamar weuld
be ended, and Ghe men who had rectived training eeuld then be sent to the
other rolecatiom -ntari. : '

BCHBIIDT stated that thoﬂ bad besn mo officlal wniform ﬂoptod 4
the W, R. A,, the foree of eash Center having selestsd thelr emn type af wni-
form: Tt was pointed out that the standardization of uniforms for all of the
Centsrs ia eonsidsred essential.

ACENIDT shated that simce the riot of Decemder Ak, a greup known
as tha’® ®Peass “comittes” bad been formed fc assist ths Poliocs Department.
this Qecmittese is oomposed of men proninent in Judo astivities im the Osnter.
The Judo group mumbers betwesn two Iundred fifty snd three bundred, Maving
inoreased to this figure from about fifty er ssventy-five msmbers in the past
feow months., SCRVIDT d1d mot fesl that this gromp is reliable, and is of the
opinion that sinos Judo iz almost m patiomalistie religion with many ef the
dJapsnese, this erganisation could beocms & scures af danger, Fe stated, how-
ever, that Director NERRITIT felt that this Feace Ccomittes would render great
assistance to the Police Deartment, and for that reason, BCEXIDT is secepting.
Ne htcnds. howsver, to slossly ebsarve their astivities, .

SCEXINT stated that he bad met, as yet, bad an epportunity .r ox-
amining a1l of the polies departments, mor all the W. R. A. Centers, But that
he was of the epinion thet the record system maintained b, the NMansanar Dpparé-
ment was far superier %o that in arny ether of these Centers, Bs pointed emt
that tbe police in the ether Centers were, at times, reluctant to admit that

- there bad besn any frouble er disturbense in the Center, feeling that perhaps

1t would be a reflection on the Department. This is ens of the matters whioch
SCENIDYT intsnds tc remedy, BSCMMIDT wes ddvised that a wniform record systam
for all ef the Centers is needsd. It wus further poizted swt that soples of
all investipative reports in each department should be forwardsd to the Eatiomal
Dire ‘tor of Internal Security, in erder that there be one o.nf-rll Clearing Eouss
for all §nformation imvolving the wverious Cemters.
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" SCEXIDT stated &hat, at the prosent time, the Jupanese poliee
foree 1s in fear of the disturbing elemants Ir the Centar, and thst on sach
ecocasion whan the Jepenese fores was ealled upea to perfors some dwty, ser- '

* 1ous ecasideration muat »scessarily bs givon to the pressurs whish will be
exsroised on them by the other residents of the Certer. In this sommestion,
.bs pointed eut that pressure weuld prevent the trunsfer ef Japancse polise
from one Cantar %o ancthar, At this peint, it was emphasised that wetil the
residents are shown that law and erder will prevail, there is ae plase %o
start in the formtion of a strong Japsness polies forse. i

SCEUIDY pointed eut ssvernl prodlems that bed ecnfronted the in-
Ssrmal police both st ansanar end at ethsr owouation Centers. In most af
%he Certers, there is enly ens talophone switehboard, whioh in some ssses s
eperated by a Japaness. All ealls for the Carter effiecials, s well az the
military police, mmst pass through this ewitahboard,

The mail eitmtion is another prodblem at Mansamar, Until reeently,
all mail, even that going to thas adninistration, has been deliversd by Jpan-
ese sarriers. SCHKIDT stated timt in acme instances, mail directed to him
had besn epened. BCHNIDT was asked what, 4if any, esnsorship ef imcoming mil
or packages was mads. Es advised that all Peokages brought into the Center
Were supposedly examined by the military police. There Spparently is e ee—
eperation between the military polies and the imtarmal police in this scrmee-
tion. Those packages entering ths Center through the mails are mot examined

= : wless they are sant in by individuals. scmapy suggested that it was advis-
é : able %o have al)l packages sxsmined at the time they were opansd by the military
=i poliss, KXo stated thmt wmder the present W, E. A. regulatioas, there are mo
=i rules except thoss set forth by the local ¥. R. A. efficials, which would pre-
—_— went liqusr being brought into the Center. Ne pointed eut that thias bas been
=9 the eause of some diffisulty im the past, in thet returning furlough workers

bave attempted to bring with thea intaxieatiag liquors.

Beparding the riot of December éth, SCHMIDT stated that fmmedistely
after the shooting and death of one of the residsnts, spproximatsly four thous-
And of the Center residents wore black arm bands. Ee alse pointed eut that ik
1 Sppearsd that many ef the Japansss in the Center, prior %o December 6th, had

‘stooked up en variocus eommodities as though in antieipation of a general striks.
a He Bsuggested this As evidense that the recent disturbance was plaoned, rathsr

$han spontansons.

SCFUIDT also mentioned that, recently, betwsen eleven and twelve A.¥.
there have been rejorts ef brosdoasts fn the Japaness language having besn beard
in the Center. There ars mamy radio teolnielans at Mansamar. This matter is
hin‘ referred %o the y. C. C. ‘1 BCEMIDY. ]
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Ansther predlem for the Felise Department pelmted et by SCmIDT,
was the feot that there 1s apparemtly epposition from She W, R. A. affieials
%o the fingerprinting ef residexts. S = : £
SCTMIDY bad, pricr to the riot of Deoewber 6th, sormenced s police
soboo]l, which was attendsd by the Jpsness members of the Dapartment, This
is mow eontimming, Im it, SCAXIDT and GILXIX are imstructing the Japanese im
investigative teehnique and report writiag. : 5 .

. Ta erder to dispsl the feeling en the part of mny of the residents
that anycne who wisits the Poliece Department dees so for the purpose ef inform-
ing ea fellow evasnses, ECENIDT bes bad the Poliee Departmemt take ever other
duties dissssociated from crimima) work, in erder that $he residents will met
4hink it wrusoal for oms $c appear at the Police Departmsnt. In this sorcee-
ticn, he stated that She Department mow feeves all passes for those wishing
%o enter or leave the Oenter. Be bss slso frequently poimted ent the exis-
tenoe of & lLost and Pound Department at the poliocs statiom. These things, he
feols, will make it possible to get more of the Japanese to eome wvolmtarily
to the polics department, and in that mmy, sore informaticn will be ebtained
regarding Center astivities.

On the aftermoon of Tuesddy, Jammary 19, 1943, & further interview
wes bad with Project Direstor RALPH /P. WZERITT and Begioms] Director RORFRY
OO0ZIENS. Just prior to this interyiew, there was & discussion bebwsen NERRITY
and Assistant Projeot Director BEXE, regarding a request froa the W, R. a,
%o send &= official from the Center €0 Yashingtom, D. C. for the purpose of
disoussing, with the Belcotiw Barvies poard, the induotioa of Jupsnese Ameri=
san aitisens into the United Btebes Arwy, mnd ths objections ef the Nisel %e
a L-C elassification. IMFRRITY stated that he had beard mothing that would
indieats that the Nisel ebject %o & L-C elassificatiem,

At the begiming of the sbeve interview, BEERITY was asked to what
extent the Mansanar Relocation Cemter was self-gupporting. MFRRITT thereupom
. wished to know what the P, B, 1. is driving at. [He asked if this was an :
tavestigetion of the Project Direstor, and stated that be did mot wnderstand
the pesition of the F. B. T. He alec stated that Chief BCEWIDT Mad, that
morning, reesived a letter frem DILLOY MEYER eugpesting that e remain st
panzanar Semporarily wmtil his sstual status eeuld be destormined, MERRITY °
warted to kmow if the 7. B, I, was eoming inte the Center and set up an inmter-
el police system. It was explained to MERRITY that the present survey was
boin- scnducted solely st the request ef Mr. NMETER. NERRITY then stated that
he sonsidersd it essential to heve a solution of the prodleas existing betwsan
the F. Be I. and the sdainistration, MNe stated that jgents of this Bureau have
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3 to sooperate m the United States Govermment were placing themgsolves Ina " -
@angerous position, and that it was eoe of the duties sf the United Btates . -
. Govermment to see that amy individusl who wished to scoperate and show his ~
loyslty to the United States, pould be assured that he seuld do s0 without
fear. (It will be moted, im ecmnection with the allegation that informants .
of this effice bave besn beaten as a result af their somtact with Agents af
this offfes, tbat a report of all violations, beatings, and threats of in-
dividuals was obtaiped from the Polies Department, and of the Seenty-five
viotims im the eases so listed, enly ems, FEKD TATANA, eould be scntidered
an inforwant ef this effiss. In somnection with FEED TATAM, 1t will b=
poted that he was formerly Chairman of the Bouthern Pistriot Couwnmeil of
the Jupanese American Citisens League, and was oma of the founders of the
anti-ixis Committes which wes formed to eid the agencies of the United Ftates
Govermment in the protection from gubversive astivities smong the Jupanese.
TAYAMA was also & delegate to the Pational Cenwention of the Jupansse jmar-
foan Citisens League, held im Balt Lake City last Eovember. In all ef these
positions, as well as in mumerous pudblis speschas 1,
cutspoksn in his loyalty to the United States,

MERRTTT was advised that the exast presedurs relating ta the hand-
1ing of intarviews in the Center, was & matter of polisy which should be

S sottled between Mr. EOOVER &nd Er. NETER. " v
_:_—":"; ‘*- 5 2T MEREITY then lhhd that if & m;nu&m;ll investifative eomitise
v . were to eome into the oamp and ask him the eause of the riot of Decembar £th,

sixty—six persons who bad been removed from thas Center, as a result
of the Deosmber &6th riot, whioh 1ist was ebtained from U3 R2ansr Polies /

= o Pelt that he would bave to say that the F. B. J. was responsible. Jis stated '
e that, as a result of this riot, L7
T (12 s sonneoticn, it wi B

L ]

o B S o et : e © @y VIO
! , B been prominent associated with thelJapaness Ameriocan citi-.
- sens Lsague, sxnd since arriving at panianar, has been employsd es Dooumantary
- Eistorian for the W. R. A., in wikich capacity he made reports regarding the .
" * gyents and trends ia the Center. TANAEA has also been outspoken iz his ley- °
= alty towards the United Btates. gevera] of the remaiaing sixty-four individ- -
wals bavs been interviewed in sonnection with stigations of this uffies,
eould in mo senss be eonsidered eonfidentlal informants. These are; .
T TMAY, Assistant Chief of Police at 3 JOS Enm and m!,z.ﬁ-nno.
both editors ef the Menzanar Fres: Press. has on two ecoa- ‘
sions besn interviewsd, and it is bell pat possibly, prior to evacuationm,
he mey have been an informant of the fan Prunciseo cﬂ'iu.’ 78
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: EEXNXRITY was azain advised that ths United States Govermment is .
bound to protect azy Japanese who wishes Ge ecopersts with any Governmesmt :
Agenoy., Be replied that this depended mpon how it was earried ewt. Be stated
that he 4id pot wish that amy F. B. I. Ageut imterview any individoal at the
Center. Be stated that if it were mecassary that fnterviews be bad, that ha
would arrange to bave the desired persons transported to Lome Pine, a dis-
tance of €en miles, where they eould be interviewsd. Be also suzrested a
ranch ewnsd by him, some twenty miles Borth ef Eanszanar, ms o poosibles

mosting place. It wis polnted eut to MERRITY that this wes not & prastieal
aclution, fer the reason that it was mot possible to foretell the mames of -
the individusls who would be interviewed ia the courss ef an fovestigation. .
It wao sleo stressed that tha interviews of informanis wes & secondary prod- )
lem, the primary ome being the mairtenance ef law and erder, and the protee—
tion of Japanese loyal to the United Ftates; that at the present time, there
appears to be & premimm on those individmals who would refuse to ecopernte,
and for that reason, it 1s pecessary that ths Govermment furnish adsquate . .
protection, either by the ¥. R. A., or, if neoessary, by the Army. NEERITT
then said that the F. B. 1. was apparently eomfused, and pointed out that

the social 1ife at Mansapar was different than it had been cutside. COLIEES
then stated that he agreed that 4t was mecessary for the Government to fur- -
nish adequate protection to those individuals wishing to ecopsrate, but that
ths only present way of furnishing such protection would be $o0 haye martial

- ; I <t

: Inspsctor GURNEA statsd that it was ebvions that segrecstiem - o5
was the best answer to the problem. COZIEXS agreed that segregation is *
.Bacessary, und remarked that after the trouble maksrs in the Center were
separated, there will be mo reason why the Agents ef this Burean sould mot
soter the Centar mnd sonduot such imterviews as desired. Be stressed, how-
over, that such segregetion should be rapid, and that the Center offiecials
should havs the authority to move immedistely and mot be held wp for seversl
months by "sred tape® in receliving parmisaion $o transfer the troudlesoss im-
dividual, MERRITY was then ssked v many undesirables the reeords in kis
possession showed. Both MEERITT and COIZIENS then stated that the reeords

would mot show the wndesirables. Be stated that it was necessary that the

W. C. C. A. rvecords be mads available to them, and that although the W. C. C. 4.
bad permission to turn ever all information im their possession, to date this
bad not been done. They stated that Manzamar had ‘been started by the W, €. -
Ce A. in the first place; that ths W, C. C. A. had made promises to the resi-.
éonts which the W, X. 4. was not eapable of fuifilling, and that this Mmd 5
been the sause of some resentment in the samp.’ They also stated that it was
entirely possible that there are scme "pinks”™ on the administrative staff at
the present time, who had been placed in their positions originally by the

L W. C. Co Ao -
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HEERRITT Shen decidsd to -furnish a seaplete ploture of the admin-
istration set-—up at Manzarar, end begun by giving his persona] history. Be
statad that hs had dsalt im business with Jmpanese for many years; that he
bad fasced & Japansse mobd in Yokyo when the feeling sgainst Americans was high;
and that at the time af the rice rists in Japan, bs lmd 80ld large guantities

RERE of riee %o the Japaness Govermment, whish bad emabled them %o break the rists
= a3 & result ef which he bad been honored by the Jupansse Qoverrmesnot, Be
e stated that he bad represented Califormia fruit interests in the Oriest fer
i & mumber of years. Daring the World ®ar, be held ths positiom of Food sdwmin-
etas istrator on the West Coest, in whiech eapuoity e bought all of the feod wmeed
i by the Army, Wost of the Booky Mountaims. He alpo arbitrated all etrikss ex-
T oept those in shipyards en tha West Coast during the World War, and in additien,
3 * bandled Y. ¥. ¥. problems in Califormia. He was ene af the effieials somnested
2 with ths draft in the Btate af California during the World War, and ia this .
S sonnestion, had refused the post af Adjwtant CGenaral of the Btate. Ho was
2 Conptroller of the Dniversity ef California for Sen years, and was sne of the
S members af the Board of Regents ef ths University ef Califernis for ten years

thereaftsr. Be stated that he wms & olose friend of President BOOTER, mnd was
wvery sotive in public 1ife until a feow ywars ago, when hiz bealth failed. At
that time, e retired to a ranch in Feveda, where be remaired wnti]l be was ap-
pointed Projest Direetor at Bansamar.

Ne stated that the primary problem at Barxssnar is the piysieal set-
wp. The prepaerty wms eriginally taken ever by the Army from the City of Lss
Angeles, A group of Army officers same $o Owens Valley and met with ERERITY,
at which time they told him that the Japaness were to be evacuated to that
Plsce, and asked him to work with them oa the problem. Ne sugrested that they
eanfer with the Board ef Bupervisors of Imvo County, and advise them as %o
evsmtion plans. The Army refused to discuss the matter with the Joard, end
asz & result, incurred the emmity of the County offieials. MERRITT also swug-
gested to the Army that they megotiate with the City af Les Angeles for the
property, but the Army refused $o megotiste, snd merely %01d the City of Los
Angeles what they wanted and what they were geing ® do. 4s & result, ¢they
entered inte & loase whereby they are paying seven times mere for water than
1s msoessary. Es pointed sut that water is & prime meseszity feor the Coenter
at the presemt time, but that the W. R. A. éoed mot know to whom to go te od-
txin this water. He stated that all water mecessary eould be ebtained from

s LA

1

B

!
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- the City ef Los Angeles, if a satisfustory deal were made, bt that at the
E present time, the W. R. A. does not krow who the lssser ef the preperty 4s;
X it my be the W, C. C. A. or the Arwy, or some ether bedy.
é: NEEEITT stated that the City of los Angeles hates Manismar, and mow
iy hes @ lobby i Weshington working agaimst that Center. The residents of Owens

ONeilc. .
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Valley also eppose Banzamr, is & result of thie Fesling, 1% bas been
doesmed Bocsasary by the Projest pirestor %o eenfime the Japaness %o aa
area of ons square mile, which bas sgused mmoch wnrest in the Center. I=
geperal, the publio relatisas of Maapamar are bad. The l=ndlord is the
City of kos Angeles, and most of the people in Owens Valley are esploysd
by the City of Llos Angeles. The City ia eharging $L.25 psr asre foot fer
watsr, when a fulr price would be less than §1.00 per sare foet. Por sles-
trieity, the City is ebargiag 1.8 sents, when the sstwm] eest is emly £}
mills, KEs stated that it takss four to seven foet of water %o frrigste the
Jand at Mansarar eash year, axd as B result, the irrigation sests at e rate
ef $l.25 are prohibitiwely high. g

COZIXNE st this point remaried that im the ether svasmtion Cen-
ters, the W. R. A. das pelected the sites, and bas advised and comsulted with
the losal pecple befors establishing eswters im axy lecalily.

BEECERTTT stated that the residerts of Manzapar esn b divided imto
feur groups: seboolehildren, mothers, worksrs, old men. Bs then went sa to
31st the verious Departments st the Conter. These ars as follows:

A. BCEOOLS

‘hore are £500 sshoolehildren im the Mansznar Elemeotary

Sohools, and an additional 100 attending Eigh Sahool. There are alse adult
eduoational elasses held evenings. At the time of the erection of the Cemter,
20 prevision wes made for scheols, and this is something that has been worksd
ewt by the W. R. A. Buildinge have been built and tsachers hired, and al-

the quarters are bad, they bive, for the past seversl momths, beoan
eperating the sckool system. At the present time, they are about sixteem -
teschers short the grammar sehools, but this difficulty is being evereams
¥y doudling wp the slasses, NEEERITT stated that, all im all, hs falt the
sebools st r wors doing am sxcellent jeb at very little eost.

3, VNELZARE WORIERS - e

£ = e MERRITT stated that, wsmlly, welfare worksrs are leeksd
wpon a8 rry-eyed people”, but that this situation does mot exist at

=55 sansamar,] The Welfare Department here is wnder the direction of MANGANET

e } 1% D*JLIE. NREre. "m - t'ur-lrly aY. ¥ C. Ao "Oﬂhn in hm.
s and at the eutbreak of the Morld ¥ar, Joined o Rad Cross unit yith which sbe
ssrved in Barbin, Chima. Bhe speaks Japanese, and has a firm knowledge of
Orientals. NEERITT ecnaiders ber the 4deal woman for the job of seolal
worker at the Center. Bbs bas sontact with the physicsl, seliglous, and
moral side of the ecssmnity. B8he is sixty-three years of age, and holds
the title af Counseler. 8hs handles all grants and aids in the Canter.

1, CONFfEIAE RU3Ie

BT ST
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August witnecssed further in-group solidarity. As a result of the
Kibei Meeting, Directer Nash issued an official bulletin reinstating
the WRA ban on the use of Japanese in public meetings.77 This decision
revitalized earlier Issei grievances, and further aroused the Kibei's
anti-administration stand. This month also saw the "enforced" resig-
nation of those Block Leaders deemed ecooperative with administrative
policy.78

The Issei-Kibei coalition had developed an effective organizatiocn.
On August 21, when elections were held to select Block Leaders in those
blocks whose incumbents previously had been appointed, JACLers were
ousted and supplanted by Issei or Kibei. In Block 4, for example, Karl

. M
Yoneda was defeated by an Issei who amassed ninety-three percent of
the votes cast. Yoneda correctly evaluated the reasons behind his de-
feat in a communication forwarded to the administration, explaining
that the Issei-Kibei bloc had criticized him on the following grounds:

1) Circulated petition for Second Front and wanted to send

all Japanese American soldiers on front line duty and let
encmy shoot them first. .

2) For America's war effort and urged many citizens in the

block to work on camouflage nets.

3) That he is a dangerous 'red.'

4) Married to white woman and does not follow Japanese cus-

toms. lle washes son's clothes, while wife works on camouflage,
let's [sic] wife go to meetings, etc.

5) Stooge for administration and also informer because he

has been seen with [Tokie] Slocum on many occasions.

6) Spoke at. Kibei meeting against them.

7) Spoke at Citizens Federation mecting for Amecrica.

8) Responsible for all meetings, in camp, to be conducted

in English.7 :

Viewing himsclf as a scapegoat for pro-Japan elements, Yoneda be-

lieved this opposition to him politically significant. The overriding
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Erginm

SUBJECT :

PURPOSES
DATE:
TIME:

PLACE:

Oﬁggs'ﬁez%iggcbémthe Manzanar Work Corps
Representative Assembly

Introduction of Candidates

Monday; October 19; 1942

7 P.M.

Mess Hall #22 |

Intrcduction of candidates to the Fair Practice Committee
and the chairmen of the standing committees will be made.

The speakers will be Mr. Harvey K. Coverly, Acting Project
Director, and Mr. Ned Campbell, Assistant Project Director.

The public is urged to attend.

George Matsumura
Temporary Executive Secretary
Manzanar Work Corps

HARRY Y. UENQ
1085 TASMAN DR. #175
SUNNYVALE, CA 94083



e CANDIDATES FOR FAIR F'ACTICH COMMITTEE

- -

jgg 7

o

it " Name
l., Akiyama, Kametaro
2 —Epumo;Drer— 7
3. MNasunaka, Koichi
4. Ozawa, Ho K.
B. Shikami, Joe
6. Furuta, Shigeo
7. Marumocto, Yoshic
8. OSato, Justus

~¢}§;n9.mﬂmnguc;_ﬂhuﬂl_m ol

10.
1l.
12,
13.

140

15.
- 16,
a7,

K218,

Shima, Takeo
Sugihara, Yoshio

Mitsuhata, Shizuo

Maaunagé, Middo
Higashi, Kiyoshi
Oshlo, Harry

Mat sumura, George

Kubota, Robert

L 18— Kllswenty-Miya

from

PROFESSICNAL GROUP

Project Unit

Blook Leader (14)

=Bleek-header—{(12)

Block Leader (19)
Block Leader (26)

Blook Leader (17)

Block lLeader (3 )

TLegal Alde Department

Manufacturing
Camoufliage
Grobaxd
Frrm

Kitechen #27

Children's Vilkage

Kitchen
Kitchen #25
Police Department
Motor Pool
Employment
Fire Department

—Factal-WoeXfare

Address

14=6=3

NENGE-PA E P SR

19-6-3
26-1-4
17=1=-2
3=11-2
35=6~4
29=-8-1
22=13=-4
2=-4-2
25=3~-4
27=14-2
22=6=2

25-11~4
28-11=-3
6=13-3
5=14-2
13-8-1

Db Tl

i Wi i
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o f\-.__-.._.. e
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QANDIDAT -8 FOR THE QHATRMEN

i

[ 2 M',_ﬁ .
} - et STAN ING COUMMITTEE
|
| WMM_
| Nona Eroloct Unit Addroca
\ . 1. Tayama, Fred Project Research - 28elle2
ot -2. Kageyama, Kay Records Office 33=135=5
:} ’. Nakamura, Gen Drafting Department 28«74
i ;'i. Shinno, George Sehool Frojeot 26=11-1
i I5. Itami, Dave 1.4, Freo Press 28=0=1
J | Homs Erofect Unit Address
1. Aono, John Block Leador 29-2-4
L 2. Aeaka, Alice ' Seclal Welfaro 16-10-3
5 “.3e Vakateurt, Rilu Hlead Dietician 16-12-2
j‘k' 4, Cnodera, Sho |5 . ' Jonmmity Sorvics. . 15<9=4
| 8. Ishizuka, Hemry Hanufa cturing 23-8-4
6. Cruman, Yeml X Hosptial 25=T=1
- Uyero, Tad 5 Free Press 12 =14
B Ipvoctigation Committon
; 1. Masuyama, Eigzo Block Leader 2535
:L 2. Ono, Gaorge Taksshi laintenance 25=6=3
-. g 8. Tonal, Gunii Freight 9=6-2
! ‘ 4. Yamada, Rinzo Hess 1=12-2
?»'- S« Uyeda, K, Dy Goods - 20Q7-4
Ak
L
L
:
| (S =



1.
L
3
4.
Be
Go
e

Qe

1l.

12,

}‘ 15,
16.
? 17
' 18.

19'

D

CANDIDATLES FOR FAT U PRACIICS CCIMUITTER

14.

fiom

KISCILLANLCOUS GRCOUP

Name
Ensekl, Frank
Nakamura, Yoshio
Kuga, B111€
Murakami; lienry
inagu, T§120
lHpyoshi, Kasao
Czono , Koiohi
Yamesaki, Tomomass
Angal, Klyohsaru
Kigima, Konji
Hat sunoto, Lilllaﬁ

Abe, Seizo (Rev.)
Oda, Hiromi (Rev.)
Mary, Susana (Sister)
Niwa, Ujio

Tayana, Cllyo
Shimizu, Fumi
Yokota, Tsuglo
Yashiki, Hineiobl

Projeect Unit

Carpenter

Dontist
Timekoeping
Project Research
Housing

Night Choclher
llght Checker
Free Preoss
Sanitary Inspector
RKendo Instnuctor

Ass't. Sup'te.

Socisal VWelfare
Joclal Welfare
Soclal Welfare
Socilal Velfare
Social Wolfare
Recroation
Dry Goods

Dry Gocds

E o W
R

Addreas

7e5-2
10-1=3
22~1
9-2-1
25-12-1
16-11~2
17-6-4
32-6-3

- 34=3~%

13=11«3

Cirildrans
Villaue

G=2=3
28-2-2
19=7=~3
29-3~2
28-~11~3
R7=6=-2
14=12-2
38~-9-3




S I Hayakawa

MiLL VALLEY

May 17, 1986
Dear Mr. Ueno:

I got your letter and article, "Hostages of War," in
this morning's mail. I read it at once, with great
interest and sympathy. Certainly a nation's state
of war brings out the worst aspects of human nature.

However, I cannot think of the WWII experience of
Japanese-Americans without placing it in the context of
80 or more years of anti-Oriental propaganda and legis-
lation that emanated from California starting very soon
after the Gold Rush: the anti-Chinese riots, the
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, the Japanese Exclusion
of 1925, the Alien Land Law, etc. etc. And when the
Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, every anti-Oriental
fear was aroused. In view of this fact, I have always
been impressed with the fact that things were no worse
than they were.

I enclose my own testimony of April 28 before
the House Subcommittee in Washington. I am afraid we
shall never be able to see eye to eye on the relocation
issue, but I hope you# will agree that some good came
out of it. Japanese-Americans are doing extraordinarily
well in American society -- makigg money, being prominent
in the learned professions and in business, being elected

to public office -- all achievements that my own father

would never have imagined possible when he was a young

man. He Aclind 58@}0% Mtwﬂm% jjum:s‘-w;c/zu?



When I am - asked again to speak on the subject of
the Japanese-Am erican experince in America, I shall not

fOﬁvget what you ¥WMMM¥MMU¥¥ have written on the subject.

I wish I had known Dillon Myer. Opinions about
him differ so drastically! Didn't the evacuees honor Mr.
Myer over and over again for his kind and just treatment of
evacuees when the camps were finally closed? And you write
about him as some kind of racist Hitler! Different people
must have had very different experiences with him! I must
look more deeply into this subject.

Thank you again, Mr. Ueno, for writing and sending
me your article. Iam enclosing a copy of my testimony of
April 28 (I guess I already said this), but let me add
that I shall welcome your comments.

With all good wishes,

Sl Hrqehawrn

Iz ch¢u7&47‘"'
2 A
C0

Tt



Sponsars, Redress Legal Fund

*Kwvoharu and Edith Aburano
Rev Frood Berc hiold

Ry Hovle

Bt Takabhoashi Cates

Fathes Clement

Rew . Abartha Coursey

Don Dane

R Maruin Deppe

Jese B DeWan

Cibello B OElhs

Joaan Frost

Emi k. Tum

bk Flerrag
“Yush Fhilwno
*Saher Hohr
*Tak and Dors Hohr
"William and Yunko Hohn
Rev, Sandra Hoke
“Hannah Tomibko Holmes (Takagi)
Dr. Chiyo Honuchi

Kazu lipmia

Davad Imahara

Sumi Iwakin
*Tom Jamison

Bruce Kap
*lack Kashihara

Froshi Kashowag

Frank a1 Kapkawa

Chatles Kikuche
"MNelson and Taka Kisosae
*Mrand Mis. Richand Kitsuse
Takako Kusuniki

Loin Kuwabara
*Ralph Lazo

Charles | Mabus

Gueonge K. Malsuda
Winitreel Mo Gall

fam o Stirskatam

M and Mo Robwert Mitsucida
“Tomus Morigin b
*Michael Monsak MDD
Pogpy Nagae Esquine
*Harry and Setsuko Nagaoka
*Tamaki Ogata

Merry and John Omaor

Sam Oluthiw

D, Ruy 1. Sang
“Rine Sakata

"Yone Ushikube Stattond (1902 1981)

Rov. Lloyd Wake

Chiyeko Watanabe

Prot. lohn Piaman Weber
Walter M. Weglyn

Joseph B, Wiley

Wakako Yamauch

Pron Mitsuye Yamacla

The Rev. S Michaet Yosutake
Mroand Mrs. Kazuo Yoshinaka
“Amy Yoshinag,

*elesignatis romin,
contibulorns of $1,000 or mornge,
SOME reman anonymous

National Council
for Japanese American Redress

925 W. Djversey Parkway Chicago, Ill., 60614

October 21, 1984

Mr. Harry Ueno
1690 Creek Drive
San Jose, California 95125

Dear ilr. Ueno:

We are writing to you again as a plaintiff.
Our attorneys filed our appeal brief on Friday,
October 1l2. For your information, enclosed is

a copy of the Statement of the Case and Summary
of the Argument. i

The JACL filed an amicus curiae brief on the
same day.

The Unitgd States has until November 13 to
file their response. We ‘must file our reply
to their response by November 27.

Sincerely,

{’éﬂ;. /f;}/-/,/.

Ence (Mrs.) Emi X. Fujii

An Issue for All Americans

3
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C.L. Hsia disputes the accuracy of Wan being assassinated in 1916. Ir\ccord-
ing to Hsia, he died a natural death in 1943, Private conversation, Hsia to the
author, 25 December 1984. .

35. Correspondence, S.C. New to Way-sung New and Wai-tsu New, 12 March
1915; correspondence, S.C. New to Way-sung New, 9 April 1915; Papers of
S.C. New.

HARRY Y. UENO
1085 TASMAN DR, #175
SUNNYVALE, CA 94083

AMERASIA 11:2 (1984), 97108

JACL 1n QuEsT OF JusTICE. By William Hosokawa (Wnlham
Morrow and Co., Inc., 1982. 383 pp. $15.50.) =

William Kumpe Hosokawa has won his spurs in newspapcrjourna_]gm
but among his own racial public his prestige is much less .sccfire':;_ i
evacuation productions have come to be considered so stcrcbiﬂf’éd
that they generate little excitement or popular acclaim. Pro-J ACLiS1G
today tends merely to fuel latent antagonisms. He is viewed as a well
paid hireling subverting his not inconsiderable talents and:ligéfﬁér}
reputation to espouse the questionable virtues of a racially discredited
organization. What makes him do this, besides the modern incremen
of the twenty pieces of silver, is his strong relationship and devotion
His extreme fanaticism fires up the vocal opposition.

JACL n Quest of Justice is his latest book and the third attempt to sel
his particular concept. The knowledgeable readers would be impressec
by its semi-fictional character. There are passages, such as the Ushis
saga, which is left incomplete by omitting the Doi incidcnﬁf.hf&(’%%&l-
the League a hefty $30,000. Then, the author is silent on thg:‘ )
Harmony episode that created an assasination plot. In Eact.l_h'cﬁf’
not isolated examples. The book is replete with partial and total ornis
sions that color and distort the history of JACL. There are errors i
interpretation and misleading premises predicated either on'lac °
information or altered to suit the author’s purpose. - o

The book is divided into three definable sections: the years _9&}_)‘
embryo organization; the traumatic internment years; and df@fiosi
reconstruction era. The first phase is a tortuous excursion m'io,m
mittee affairs which is punctuated with the simplistic hopes iﬂd'ﬁi
rations of grandeur readily admitted that died aborning. But'the au -
of noble intents is created to secure favorable opinion. One may.wel
wonder, too, at the author’s habit of voluminous quotations fmf:‘f;b'i
past works. [t seems a rare thing for an author to recommend his’6wi
previous works as a guide or authority to readers anxious lo!acqt'ﬁr
additional insight. - :Hﬁi

It is natural that the evacuation should be the focus of cont_xj_o_\fe}:s)
Hosokawa is candid in his admission that he had in mind a respons
to the critics in writing this book. We must not forget that he'is;th
literary voice for the League and that with rare exceptions he touts’i
policies. Hosokawa, however, disappoints us in his failure to plow 8 2

nificant new ground. He appears content to offer merely the trite:
3
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unconvincing platitudes of the glib orator from Utah, Mike Masaoka.
‘This prompts the acid observation: “The author seems compelled to
tell the same tale over and over, as if endless repetition is the only way
to get people to believe him" (Raymond Okamura, Pactfic Citizen, 17
December 1982).

Most of his racial critics presuppose that the author’s paid status
automatically identifies him as a biased writer and tend to feel it unim-
portant to itemize the issues at contention. In addition, the lack of a
forum leads to distortions which frequently go unchallenged. But it
is e§senlial that the primary issues which fractured Japanese American
society and polarized it be laid out for critical examination. In reality,
l_hcrc are only two key issues involved—betrayal and usurpation—
from which secondary matters arise.

The perception of betrayal is perhaps the most aggravating item
confrontng the JACL wartime leadership. Its claim of no other recourse
but to accept the indignity and humiliation of mass evacuation has
fallen on deaf ears. It is difficult to accept in light of legal assistance
volunteered by such civil libertarians as Wayne Collins, Ernest Besig,
and Max Radin, an emissary tor a group of Berkeley academicians.
']'he§e offers were all refused. The League likened such action as “sab-
otaging the war effort” Despite Flosokawa’s contrary assertion, hear-
ing boards for selective evacuation were also rcjcc‘tcd. As Masaoka
contended: "The family unit should be kept together” (JACL National
Emergency Council Conference Report, 1942, 14) =

.'l'his left the third and least desirable of alternatives—civil disobe-
dience. High level Washington officials were also troubled over the
prospect of noncompliance. The suggestion that the consequence would
have resulted in wholesale massacre is not quite as realistic as it is made
to appear. The Roosevelt administration was sensitive toward re prisals
to United States citizens in Japan-occupied territories. Any massive
slaughter would have been reined in by this restraint. The wartime
leadership turned its back on all of these choices and zealously embraced
one hundred percent collaboration. '

The JACL opted for mass evacuation even hefore the President
iSSI:led Executive Order 9066. In-house historian ‘Togo Tanaka pin-
points mid-February and the Maryknoll auditorium in Los Angeles as
the .ﬁrs: public push by the League for mass evacuation. A “shocked"
audience heard Masaoka's proposal (Grodzin Letter, 21 January 1943,
Bancroft Library). It was the sixteenth of February when Masaoka
spgke before the Bay Region Council for Unity. He urged us to go
quu?t]y to inland concentration camps to “sit out the war under pro-
tective custody.” National president Saburo Kido propounds this the-
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ory of our becoming “a ward" in his address which is cited in the
Hosokawa book (p. 366). It was this proposal which inspired the now
familiar epithet “sold down the river” [t was obvious that we were being
betrayed.

Masaoka advised us that in this fashion we would be “demonstrating
our loyalty” in response to a dissident inquirer. If the suggestion has
a familiar ring, it was first proposed by California Congressman Leland
Ford in mid-January. Putting it into proper perspective, we should
remember that it was this selfsame Congressman who assailed reset-
tlement later as “undoing the very thing” evacuation was intended to
accomplish, “namely keep them locked up in concentration camps.”

None of this is told the readers. Hosokawa wants us to believe that
the League was forced to accept mass evacuation at the March 10
Special Meeting when in fact it was February 23 when Masaoka appeared
before the Tolan Committee. His testimony so enraged the distin-
guished Methodist dean, Frank Herron Smith, that he confronted
Masaoka in the corridor and heatedly charged: “You have betrayed
your people!” (Fumiko Okuma to James Omura, 23 February 1942).
For this outburst, Dean Smith was added to the League'’s Enemies List
announced at a subsequent public gathering.

To the Japanese American public who have resigned themselves to
accepting the military mandate of removal, itis still disturbing to them
the zealousness with which League leaders embraced the proposition.
Their pride is scarred by such gutless servility as “willingly: gladly;
cheerfully; and happily" that tumbled unrestrained from the lips of
JACGL spokesmen. Those words cut deep into our sensibility and are
a constant reminder of our humihation in being deceived into being
pied-pipered into concentration camps.

The other issue is usurpation of power which is less understood
because of the secretive nature involved. The Nisei were long consid-
ered the heir apparent to succeed Issei community leadership. The
League regarded itself as the chosen but it felt harassed and stymied
by community hostility and distrust. By the early Forties, the League
was aware of further erosion of its prospect particularly in southern
California where three opposition groups (the Retail Produce Workers
Union, AFL Local 1510, United Citizens Federation of Los Angeles,
and the California Young Buddhist League) had emerged and had
grown to a substantial size of a thousand or more. Combined, they
represented well over 4,000 members compared to the League’s 5,767
as of the end of 1941. Its goal was threatened by time as increasing
number of intellectual Nisei rallied to rival groups.

Pearl Harbor was the catalyst that enabled the JACL to entrench
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itself. Issei leadership was vulnerable, The [2 C Latmslnaicndy been
functioning as a racial gpy yng as far I)am&i in Seattle, spreading
to Los Angeles and to San Francisco as relations worsened. Though
the EB.1. pinpointed only 770 as dangerous, an astronomical 5,428
alien Japanese were seized in which the League played no inconsider-
able role. We have already learned from the Curts B. Munson once-
secret Report that this power-grab obviously was a key issue at his
three-day conference at national headquarters. Munson proposed
squeezing power from the hands of the Issei and transferring it to the
JACL,  gtpm— ——— R

With tht‘:"tn-[.uf')'rn'n-g-;[L Isser leadership, the JACL pursued diligently
sole designation as the representative for the Japanese American pop-
ulation. The League was not beyond bad-mouthing a rival group in
which Tom Clark of the Justice Department expressed an interest. It
freely engaged in deception to secure the favors of high government
olficials. Its own inhouse historian confesses it ballooned its member-
shipto “impress” the government (Togo Tanaka: Unpublished History
of JACL, Bancroft Library). The actual Ngure was nearer to seventy-
five hundred with the influx of sixteen additional chapters after Pearl
Harbor. It is interesting to note the phantom “20,000" figure is still
being referred to and is cited without corroboration today in books
on the evacuation

[n addition, the League offered unquestioned cooperation. The two
hundred delegates, with a lone exception. (o the Sin Francisco National
Emergency Conference—to which the balance of its racial society was
excluded and denied participation in its own destiny—pledged to
become EB.L informers (Hoover to Biddle, 2 February 1942, FBI 62-
658:‘1’04m10ri;m ‘Tanaka admits top officials were com-
mitted to inform. This pledge was a powerful inducement and we now
know how widespread it was fulfilled in the internment camps. Once
installed in power, the League performed more as an adversary rather
than a representative to the Japanese American population.

The Committee on National Security and Fair Play is castigated by
Hosokawa but his charge that it favored mass evacuation is untrue. It
was a singularly stabilizing influence in the midst of hysteria and later
smoothed the way to reabsorption of evacuees in West Coast com-
munities. The allegation by the author refers only to limited displace-
ment near military posts and strategic installations. The Committee
was a staunch advocate of hearing boards and selective evacuation.,

T'he most explosive issue to contront the internees was the draft.
‘Though the resistance was a significant factor in the history of the
eévacuation, it inds no place except as an aberration in Hosokawa's
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book. Thus, its decisive role is obscured by revisionism. He also comes
down extremely hard on the Fair Play Committee of Heart Mountain
and dubs them “unsavory characters,” an opinion not shared by schol-
ars and historians. Hosokawa studiously avoids telling his public that
the Tenth Circuit Court ot Appeals vindicated the leaders of the group.

Reinstitution of the draft was bound to foster repercussions. The
volunteer program had ended in failure. The President had been
advised that it “would hardly be fair” to impose normal draft proce-
dures after evacuating them (Elmer Dayis to President Roosevelt: Per-
sonal Files 4849, Hyde Park, 10-2-42). Two hundred eighty-fve mili-
tary resisters agreed with Davis, as did 3506 No-No Boys and 5.589
renunciants. The military resisters received a 1946 Christmas amnesty
from President Harry Truman; while the imprisoned No-No Boys =
received individual Presidenual pardons. The renunciants were re-
stored their citizenship through the dedication of Wayne Collins. But
tolerance and sensitivity comes hard to writers such as William Hoso-
kawa and a group such as the Citizens League.

The issue today i1s Redress! Monetary redress—much like the evac-
uation—provokes divergent attitudes. Supporters see it as a symbol
of a nation’s genuine regret of wrongful acts committed, but not so
the author who pictures it as “cheapening the sacrifice” we made. This

could only be if our incarceration was offered as a favor. Though it
may hig the JACL moJd, the great body of those attected did no =
SENL Lo L.

okawa—Ilike his political counterpart, S.1. Hayakawa—
is a vigorous foe of compensation. It may well be that his soul is not
degraded by the evacuation or his dignity besmirched. Words alone
cannot vindicate the grave injustice we suffered.

Hosokawa in JACL in Quest of Justice does not address his contem-
poraries. The book is aimed at posterity who inherits only the printed
records and must rely upon its veracity. So this book and others of
similar nature need to be corrected and revisionisms not allowed to
go unchallenged. We should also be wary of after-the-fact wisdoms
mentioned herein of Masaoka and Kido uttered long afterwards and
unsubstantiated. Our literature is cluttered with such unreliable
hindsights.

What has been discussed to this point represent but a fraction of
the author’s misinformations, omissions, and distortions. Constraint
of allotted space forbids our comments on the Bendetsen affair incor-
rectly analyzed herein; the faux pas of the Colorado Alien Land inci-
dent and the ABC; the hostility of inland populations of Japanese
ancestry to influx of evacuees; and numerous others. It is important
for people to fully understand that books written for the JACL are
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orchestrated distortions. [t is best exemplified by the late ‘.\-’;1}'né Col-
lins who soberly cautioned us that we “are stll being lied to hy our
apologists” (Michi Weglyn's Years of Infamy, [New York, 1976), 268).
“McCloy was to become a staunch friend of the Nisei sayest Hoso-
kawa. We should be outraged! e

S

James Omura
Denver, Colorado

PAWNS IN A TRIANGLE OF HATE: THE PERUVIAN JAPANESE AND
THE UNITED STATES. By C. Harvey Gardiner (Seattle: Washing-
ton Press, 1981. 222pp. hardcover, $27.50.)

NAMIDA NO ADIosu: NIKKEI PERU IMIN BEIKOKU KYOSEI SHUYO
NO K1 (The Memoirs of Seiichi Higashide, A Japanese-Peruvian
[nternee in U.S. Concentration Camps). By Higashide Seiichi
Tokyo: Sairyusha, 1981. 345 pp. hardcover, ¥1 ,900.)

Jetween 1942 and 1944, approximately 1,800 Japanese Peruvians were
leported from Peru and transported 1o the United States where they
sere placed into internment camps. These Japanese Peruvians rep-
esented eighty percent of all the Japanese who were shipped into this
ountry from Latin America by the American govérnment. Among
1ese people, there were Issei who were naturalized Peruvian citizens
s well as Peruvian-born Nisei. A little over a thousand were repa-
iated to Japan, many in exchange for American citizens in the hands
{ the Japanese government. In the postwar period, less than a hundred
ere readmitted into Peru by the Peruvian government, while the
'mainder. after a prolonged legal battle were granted the right to
ay in the United States.

Japanese immigration to Peru commenced in 1899 with the arrival
790 contract laborers shipped by a Japanese emigration company,
etween that year and 1923, almost eighteen thousand contract labor-
s landed in Callao. Subsequently, Japanese immigration assumed a
ittern of wives, relatives, and friends being summoned to Peru by
etime contract laborers who had established themselves economi-
lly. By 1940 the Japanese Peruvian population numbered 17,598
id was concentrated heavily in the Lima-Callao metropolitan area.
|_le.:rms of prefectural origins, Okinawans were most numerous, com-
fising over half of the total population, Occupationally, Japanese
‘Tuvians engaged mostly in small business and agriculture. Looked
on with a mixture of fear, suspicion, and hatred by Peruvians, they
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lived socially apart from the larger society. [n May 1940 anti-Japanese
riots occurred in Lima and Callao, auguring what was to happen to
many Japanese Peruvians with the outbreak of the Pacific War.

In the first hook. C. Harvey Gardiner narrates the wartime story of
the Japanese Peruvians. In his view they were caught between Japan,
Peru, and the United States as “pawns in a triangle of hate” He begins
with the American and Peruvian government background. Once the
attack on Pearl Harbor took place, the United States urged the Peru-
vian government to arrest and detain all citizens of the Axis powers
believed to be dangerous. To facilitate this goal, the Lima Embassy
compiled a list of Japanese Peruvians considered to be dangerous by
its staff. In addition, the United States requested that the Peruvian
government hand over these persons as potential exchange hostages
for American citizens held by the Japanese government. For its part,
the Peruvian government had reason for turning over Japanese Peru-
vians to the United States. Mouvated by racial considerations, it wanted
to rid Peru of what it deemed an unwanted alien element. Through
diplomatic negotiation, the two governments sealed the fate of those
who were eventually arrested without charge, detained without hear-
ing, and deported without cause. According to Gardiner, the majority
were powerless people who by no stretch of the imagination could
have posed a threat to Peruvian society, much less to the security of
the Western hemisphere. In this diplomatic process, the author is most
critical of Ambassador Henry R. Norweb and Third Secretary John
K. Emmerson who played key roles in Peru on the American side.

Upon arrival in the United States, the Japanese Peruvians were
charged with violating American immigration regulations and held in
the custody of the Immigration and Naturalization Service as illegal
entrants. There were initially interned in INS internment camps at
Kenedy and Seagoville, Texas, and later at Crystal City, Texas and
Santa Fe, New Mexico. In complete sympathy with the Japanese Peru-
vians, Gardiner sides with them by narrating their internment expe-
rience from their perspective, which he juxtaposes with the inhumane,
unjust, and callous acts of the Peruvian and American governments.
[n writing this valuable historical account, he draws upon a wide range
of primary sources—manuscripts, government documents, published
works, as well as interviews and correspondence with the Japanese
Peruvians.

‘The second book is an autobiography by a Japanese Peruvian who
was an internee. A native of Hokkaido, Higashide Seiichi first immi-
grated to Peru in 1930. In 1941 he operated a retail store in the town
of Ica located south of Lima. Active in community affairs, he was the
head of the Ica Japanese Association and a board member of the
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Judith Krantz on Chronicling the Jet Set e The Warriors’ J.B. Carroll
=

/ [ - ’ -
mericas concentration camps

held a people whose code of honor demanded
A T that they forget their shameful internment.
SO RYVAC AN BRs 8302 But their children now insist they must
remember, and seek justice.

[ ] SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS/FEBRUARY 22, 1987 ik




R =

SAVE 159
W=
Watsy 1o

o’

15% discount on curved bronze units & shading systems
ill 2-28-87. Bank financing available, Improve your home,
consolidate loans & deduct interest.

0' H EAS ONS) CALL:
.ENHU (408) 395-5868
SOLARLWVING ) Ourshowroom
UNDER GLASS open
811 Unliversity Ave. M.-F. 9-5,
Los Gatos, CA 95030 Sat. 10-4

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL ENCLOSURES
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* /', LOWEST interest in 5 years! Winter

prices in effect! Starting as low as

10,500

‘
f

for a
16’x32’ pool.

3 (80 perim. f1.,
400 sq. ft.)
FINANCING

AVAILABLE O.A.C.
Price subject o access, area,
local codes & zone charges.

BLUE
HRNEN.
Co3-681129

Over 80 OFFICES COAST TO COASTI
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

374-2550

(415) 794-0230

SEE OUR POOL DISPLAY

1495 S. Winchester Blvd., San Jose, CA
Custom Bullt Pools Inc. DBA Blue Haven Pools.

Be Ready for Summer!

BUY NOW

DURING THE
WINTER AND

GET AN ADDED

BONUS!

Cover story: Rememberin
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Remembering
the Lost Years

They thought that loyalty
_ to their country meant forgetting
that it had deprived them of their property,
scattered their families,
imprisoned them in the wilderness.
- But sometimes only memory
can set things right.

MAN IS 63 AND HARD OF HEARING. HE IS WALKING HIS DOG IN A
desert. The dog is all he has. Soldiers have taken away
the rest: job, home, family. They have taken him and a great
many other old men to a camp in the desert, a camp with

T

barbed wire and watch-

WEIERN BTl pmERrw
po e TR S
OWETS. L o - -
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TO ALL FIRSONI OF

JAPANESE
ANSEITAY

The dog races ahead
and wriggles its warm
small body under the
barbed wire. The old man

v
Wk e w2 ey e gt o G Pt ol WA Sty
s e —g

hobbles forward, calling | . oo .irenn AT e
to the dog to come back. ; SRR

2 s mmpuy i shenlem B o2 Jigeiew
v

A sentry on the watch- STt

tower yells after the old
man to stop, but he is hard of hearing and keeps moving.

The sentry shoots the old man dead.
This happened in America. The date was April 11, 1943.
continued

By Susan Faludi
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REMEMBERING

HE TANFORAN SHOPPING CEN-
ter in San Bruno is halfway
between San Francisco
and Silicon Valley, a block
from the Interstate 280 exit ramp.
Inside are bright lights and music.

Saturdays are always mobbed,
but the crowds thin toward the
farthest wing of the mall. That's
where the less-favored stores rent
space, Pretty & Plump, Wicks n’
Sticks, Donut World. That's
where, obscured by potted plants,
under the stairs and behind a
trash can, you can find the plaque
for the people forced to live here
in anotger time. The plaque is
posted on a low stand; to read it
requires stooping.

The plaque is really to honor
the thoroughbreds that ran here
on the old race track. The people
are an afterthought.

“Tanforan Racetrack opened in
1899,” the plaque says, “and had
racing seasons until it burned
down in 1964. Many famous
horses raced and won here. In
1942, Tanforan became a tempo-
rary assembly center for over
4,000 persons of Japanese ances-

who were to be interned for
the duration of World War II."”

Near the plaque, a bronzed
statue of Sea Biscuit, “the world’s
champion money winner,” tow-
ers over mall shoppers. There are
no statues of the Japanese people
at the Tanforan Park Shopping
Center. There are no monuments
to the thousands of families led
here at gunpoint by American sol-
diers to sleep in the manured
straw of the race track horse
stalls, to line up for roll call at
dawn and dusk, to endure mid-
night searches by armed guards
for such “dangerous contraband”’
as hot plates, earrings and sewing
scissors.

Of course the people lived here
for only half a year before they
were shipped out to other, more
distant “relocation centers” in the
deserts. This was only the first
stop on a long journey. But after
Tanforan nothing would be right
again—for the people or their
children.

“Tt is like a cracked dish,” the
doctor told George Ikeda. The
doctor was speaking of the elderly
Japanese gardener’s dislocated
vertebrae, dislocated on the way
to the camps 41 years aon by the
billy club of a police officer who
didn’t like “Japs.” But he could
have been talking of many things.
“It is like a cracked dish,” the
doctor said. “You can use it, but
it's going to be like that for the
rest of your life.”

Frary o m . I ettt o _ﬁ__r e Y
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Guard towers kept watch on Japanese-Americans, though no evidence exists
that any internee had ever been engaged in espionage.
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Mess halls such as this one at Manzanar broke down Yapan fom :
“My 10-year-old wouldn't eat with the family,” a camp s[::me::rf:::hhﬁg;

EMORY, THE ADAGE GOES,
is the solace of the
aged. The years take
away the savings, the
health, the beloved, but always

there will be the memories

Last week, on Feb. 19, the Japa-
nese people sent to the camps 45
years ago gathered around the
country for Remembrance Day
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This is the day in 1942 that pre
dent Franklin I_)elano Rooseveﬁ
signed Executive Order 9qg¢
empowering the military to roung
up all 120,000 Japane_se residents
on the West Coast. This is the 4,
that California, Oregon and Was}{
ington became a “military zone »
and every Japanese resident in j
a subject of the Armed Forceg
Remembrance Day is like apy
other annual memorializing: cap.
dlelight processions, readings
prayers 1n church. With ope
exception. It has been observed
only in the past four years.

For almost three decades folloy.
ing the war, American libra
shelves held only two major his.
tory books on the government.
ordered detention of West Coast
Japanese. The barracks and barbed
wire in the 10 camps spread from
California to Arkansas were torn
down immediately after 1945 and
rarely were they spoken of again.
Of a war distinguished by atroci-
ties on all sides, Americans tend
to know the least about their
nation’s own contribution. The
internment of the Japanese pales
in comparison to the period’s
more notorious horrors. But
these camps happened to us.

A hallucinatory quality clings to
the story of the internment of the
Japanese, as if the events them-
selves make sense only when per-
ceived as imaginary. There is too
much dissonance, too many con-
tradictory chords resisting recon-
ciliation. There are the contradic-
tions of stripping civil liberties
from people—two-thirds of them
US. citizens—as a way of safe-
guarding American freedoms.
There are the contradictions of
incarcerating an entire race while
fighting a war against a nation
incarcerating an entire race.
When the Jews were freed from
Dachau, it was the Japanesé
American 442nd Regiment, the
most decorated U.S. Army reg-
ment in World War 1I, that thre¥
open the gates—while their rela-
tives waited for them at home
behind barbed wire.

The Japanese who spent upP )
five years in the camps, who lost
$4 billion in farms, businessts
and personal property, Whos¢
families were broken up 3;11‘
homes never seen again—they *
a long time doubted their oW
versions of the past. “I halts®s
pected that the place did noﬂ
exist,”” Jeanne Wakatsuki Hous £
wrote in Farewell to Manzanar 4
the camp in the California de$;
where she spent her child?® >
“So few people I met contirtt

/‘—P—\

Real is a jumble of national emblems, a

rice cooker next to a child’s Rambo
duffel bag, a Japanese tea set beside a
mantel lined with bowling-league trophies.
For a long time, George lkeda believed
neither culture was his. “Put me down as a
man without a country,” he had finally told
the American soldiers who interrogated the
bewildered gardener for hours in 1943.

George Ikeda was a young man on his
parents’ 10-acre strawberry farm in Wat-
sonville when the war began. He played in
the fields with his six brothers and sisters
till sundown, shooting at tin cans with a
BB gun; at night he listened under the
covers to the radio he won in a Kiwanis
Club contest. He didn’t know much about
politics, but he did know that his Japanese-
born father was not allowed to own prop-
erty and had to rent their land in his
sister's name. He did know that when he
delivered strawberries to a white family
one day, a little girl screamed and hid in
her mother’s skirts. “Look, Mama, a Jap!”

The strawberries were ready for harvest
when the Tkedas were ordered to leave
town. George remembers the family’s
“‘evacuation sale,” the steady stream of
strange white faces, rooting around in their
possessions strewn on the front yard. “Things
had just started getting a little good for my
father. He had bought a Ford pickup for
$750. He sold it for $150. We had to turn in
everything like cameras, radios, guns. I sold
my radio for §5 but not my BB gun. I threw
my BB %:m in the canal.” ’

The Ikedas arrived at camp in Poston,
Ariz.,, on the Fourth of July. “It was 105
degrees. My mother’s face swelled up like a
balloon from the heat. It was terrible to see
her like that. They gave us all these bags like
big pillowcases and told us to go out to this
pile of straw and fill them up. They were
supposed to be our beds. We were ashamed.
We didn’t even talk.”

In 1943, George Ikeda was sent to work in
a cannery for three months in Brigham City,
Utah, and then on to Pocatello, Idaho, to
drive a truck for a produce company. “In
Pocatello, I couldn’t stay long because no
one would rent to me and all my money
went to living in a hotel.”

Tkeda and another Asian, a Hawaiian man,
boarded a public bus in Pocatello for the ride
back to the camp. When the bus stopped in
Flagstaff, Ariz., the white passengers filed into
a coffee shop. Ikeda and the Hawaiian man
were following along when a police officer

T HE SMALL TRACT HOUSE OFF EL CAMINO

“We Were Ashamed”
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George Ikeda’s mementos of internment
include his identification card.
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shouted after them. “I went over to the po-
lice car as I was told and leaned down to the

window on the passenger side and said, Yes, -

officer?” politely, like I was taught to do.
While I was talking to him, the other officer,
a big guy like a football player, got out of the
car and came around behind me. I felt some-
thing hit me hard across the back of the
neck, and I fell down. The officer picked me
up and pushed me in the back seat face down
so I couldn’t see. But the most humiliating
thing was this: When the people all got back
from the coffee shop, the officer got on the
bus and announced, ‘Couple of these damn
Japs are on the loose.’ And then we had to

get our bags and leave the bus.”

A War Relocation Authority officer
looked into the incident later and reported
in a letter filed in the National Archives,
“Tkeda and his associate do not seem to
have been at fault.” No action was taken.

George’s neck never stopped throbbing,
but he didn’t bother anyone about it. A
month later, he was sent to Chicago to an
Army tent-making factory. One night he
was finishing a bowl of rice with the other
Japanese laborers. “I remember I was eat-
ing with the boys when I first see those
dots and it starts hurting all in my neck
and head. I start seeing double. I get so
sick I drop my chopsticks.”

For the rest of his life, once or twice a
month, George Ikeda will see the dots and
know the sickness is not far behind. Then
for a week he will vomit, he will faint, his
vision will get so distorted he has trouble
finding his way around his own house.
Only 12 years ago did he finally see a
doctor who X-rayed his neck and found
the dislocated vertebrae. He was told, “It
is like a cracked dish.”

In 1943, the Japanese in the camps were
ordered to sign a loyalty oath. They had to
answer two questions: Would they serve in
the Armed Forces and would they swear “un-
qualified allegiance” to the United States? “T
took it as kind of an insult. Sending us over to
fight when our parents were in prison. I told
them to put my answer down as ‘no, no."”
He later would change his answers to “yes,
yes,” but by then he had already been sent to
Tule Lake Camp, 2 desolate siretch of nowhere
in Utah, “the place for the no-nos,” the place
they also called “The End of the Earth.” It
was here that 20 young Japanese-American
men were savagely beaten by

When George was released from Tule Lake
in February 1945, he volunteered for service in
the Navy. He would remain in the military for

ears, cutting hair at the San Diego naval base
arber shop. Later he enlisted in the Korean
War and then extended his tour of duty for
seven months. But the headaches and dizzy
spells finally put an end to his barbering days.

In 1964, he and his wife moved to San
Jose. Now 66, he tends the flowers at the
homes of several wealthy high-tech execu-
tives in the Santa Clara Valley hills. “You see,
maybe luck has finally come my way.”

Last month, he prepared to take a vaca-
tion, only the second in his life. “They told
me to take two weeks but I'm just taking one
to be on the safe side.” He is going to visit a
country he has never seen before: Japan.

PHOTOGRAPH BY GARY PARKER
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in those years had even heard of it and those who
had knew so little about it, sometimes I imagined I
had made the whole thing up, dreamed it. Even
among my brothers and sisters, we seldom dis-
cusej the internment. If we spoke at all, we joked.”

As a child in San Francisco’s Japantown, Ron-
ald Wakabayashi would listen as his parents
introduced old acquaintances. “This is Mr. So-
and-So from Topaz Camp,” they would say, lightly,
and Wakabayashi, now director of the Japanese
American Citizens League, remembers, “The way
my parents would say it, I always thought they
were talking about summer camp.”

For 40 years, 120,000 Japanese kept the silence.
Partly it was in disbelief at their own stories.
Partly it was in shame; if they had been sent to
these terrible places, they must deserve it. Partly
it was in deep obeisance to the code of “giri”
—loyalty to ?hpe “father,” whether the father of
the flesh or the symbolic father that is the nation.

‘“We could never do anything that might bring
harm to the United States because we have the
sense of giri,” says 81-year-old San Jose Buddhist
minister Kyoshiro Tokunaga, a camp survivor, in
his soft voice, “The true Japanese spirit is not
narrow-minded, The true spirit is very wide.”

The Japanese desire to put the best face, a false
one, on their internment unwittingly served the

oses of the camp administrators. The War
Relocation Authority, the military arm that super-
vised the camps, worked hard to paper over the
realities of the experience—describing the barri-
caded compounds in the press as ‘“reception
centers” and releasing photographs of the
‘“happy” Japanese families playing baseball and

ening. The Japanese pfayed along: smiling

r the cameras and helping to beautify the
campgrounds. The result was a kind of unspoken
collusion between victims and captors that lin-
gered long past their parting.

In the end it would be the children of the camp
survivors, the “sansei,” who demanded a public
accounting. The sansei wanted the memories of
their elders, no matter
how ugly, to be vali-
dated. The sansei
wanted their parents
to have a Remem-
brance Day.

The camps were
peopled by the “issei,”
the Japanese-born alien
residents, and their
American-born citizen
children, the “nisei.”
The sansei are the nisei’s children. Raised in the
protest culture of the 1960s, they were taught
that injustice to individuals should be met by
press conferences and lawsuits, not silence, not
giri. For a long time, they were unforgiving.

“We were rather cruel to our parents,” says
Wakabayashi. “We called them cowards.” In his
own family, he was angry that his father had
carried a suitcase to work each day in early 1942,
so he’d be ready to follow when the soldiers
came. In other ilies, men and women actu-
ally volunteered to report to the camps early to
he‘i‘;)' the Army build the barracks.

“The third generation asked their parents,
‘How could this have happened?’ " says San Jo-
se’s Rep. Norman Mineta, a nisei. As a 10-year-
old, he was led away to the camps in his Cub

‘We could never do anything that
might bring harm to the United
States because we have the sense
of giri,’ says Tokunaga. ‘The true
Japanese spirit is not narrow-
minded. It is very wide.’

Scout uniform—first to the Santa Anita Race-
track and then to the chill barraCk_S Of.HEa‘;
Mountain, Wyo. Aboard the camp trait, h;s tl}lne
Scout troop voluntarily served as couriers tor -
Army. (At the race track, the congressman dme
up with old Sea Biscuit in a way. He had to
shower in the horse’s personal paddock.)

In 1979 the sansei of the Japanese American
Citizens League, a central political lobby in the
U.S. Japanese-American community, voted at its
national conference to press Congress for legisla-
tion. They wanted the government-run camps
investigated and the survivors compensatec,
When word got out, scores of nisei telephoned
the league’s office. “They were livid,” Wakabay-
ashi says. “They told us, ‘Don’t stir this all up; it
will only mean trouble.” ” ,

Returning to the past was in some ways going
to be hardest for the nisei. “The issei at least had
a strong sense of self to fall back on because they
were raised in Japan,” says Jeanne Houston. “But
the nisei, they were taught that their culture was
American. And then that culture rejected them.”

“They felt so vulnerable,” says Gary Okihiro,
ethnic studies professor at Santa Clara University
and author of Japanese Legacy. “There was this
fear that ‘if we assert ourselves as Americans, we
will be put down again.’ ”

Despite the reticence of the nisei, their chil-
dren persisted. In 1980, Congress agreed to
probe the camps. A government-appointed com-
mission held 20 days of hearings and began tak-
ing testimony from 750 witnesses. For the first
time, the nisei—and the shrinking numbers of
elderly issei—assembled to tell their stories.

The commission hearings unfolded a history
that had begun long before Feb. 19, 1942. Anti-
Japanese legislation limiting immigration and de-
nying the right to own land or become citizens
had been in effect since the turn of the century.
In 1908 the Japanese Exclusion League, an anti-
Japanese lobbying group, already had more than
100,000 members. The media—and the Hearst
Eapers in particular—

ad for decades oper-
ated a well-oiled prop-
aganda effort against
the Japanese. Fear of
yellow peril was ram-
pant. Even Bugs Bun-
ny cartoons showed
the famous rabbit call-
ing Japanese children
“slanty eyes” and
“monkey faces.” Japa-
nese in West Coast cities were shut out of jobs,
apartments, restaurants. Schools were segregat-
ed: their shops were boycotted.

When the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor on
Dec. 7, 1941, any remaining kid gloves came off.
Newspapers stepped up the campaign with a
daily stream of misinformation about Japanese
attacks off the California shore. “Enemies within
our gates,”” warned the Mercury Herald in San
Jose. “Japs Subs Sunk Lumber-Carrying Freight
Ship,” said a Los Angeles Examiner headline %];1-
an article about a ship that, it turned out, actually
sank in stormy weather.

Meantime, West Coast politicians were demand-
ing the removal of Japanese; so many “enemy
aliens” in one place was a threat to national
security. (Of course, the German continued

HE DAY WAR WAS DECLARED

Kyoshiro Tokunaga was teach.

ing a class of Japanese students

in Los Angeles. As was his hab.
it, he led his students in the pledge
of allegiance. “ ‘Your country is the
United States, and you must be loy.
al to it.’ That is what I always taught
my students.”

He feels the same way today.
Even now, criticism of the govern-
ment makes him uncomfortable. ‘1
have no bitterness,” he says.

The particulars of his story are
unimportant, he says, dismissing the
darker scenes with embarrassed
laughter, While telling of his camp
years, he apologizes again and again
for “taking too much of your time.”
He declines to pose for a current
photograph because “publicity is
not for me.”

Kyoshiro Tokunaga had left Japan
and moved to the United States
with his parents when he was 13.
His father had been a prominent
lawyer and judge back in Japan.
Tokunaga graduated from the Uni-
versity of Denver in philosophy. He
moved to Los Angeles in 1933 and
taught at three schools for Japanese
children seven days a week,

Soon after Pearl Harbor, Japa:
nese were no longer permitted to
travel more than five miles or gather
in groups. The Japanese schools
were closed. Rumors circulated
that police would soon be locking
up ministers and schoolteachers.

“The day I was apprehended—I
cannot forget it because it was
March 13 and a Friday—I went to
the post office to mail a letter to my
friend and then I came home. I trt
to open the door with the key and
before I could do that, someone
opened the door from the other side;
I saw a 6-footer. Then I saw three O
them. The first one showed me his
FBI badge and said, ‘Are you Mr.
Tokunaga?’ That's the first time any*
one ever asked me my name from
the inside of my own home. He
laughs when he says this.

“They asked me to sign this pape{
so they could search the house:
looked around and the bookcases
were all emptied, everything W2°
on the floor. I said, ‘It looks like
you've searched already.’ ”

They led him to the Los Angeles

__.4—"/‘
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jail and stamped his long fingers on
a pad. After a while he was taken to
an old Civilian Conservation Corps
barracks outside of the city and fin-
gerprinted some more. ‘“We intern-
ees used to joke about all the fin-
gerprinting. We say, ‘We play the
piano.’ " Tokunaga wiggles his frail
hands along an imaginary key-
board. He laughs again.

Two weeks later, he and other
issei men were sent by train to a
camp in Santa Fe, N.M. The shades
were drawn so they would not
know where they were going.

“When I was on the train, I felt
very uncomfortable because I was ill
and had a high fever. A black porter
on the train, he came up and saw I
was ill. He sort of squatted down
near me and said in a very low
voice, ‘I can understand how you
feel, We have been through this for
hundreds of years.” Those few words
were very comforting to me."”

After two months, he was trans-
ferred again to Lordsburg, N.M.,
about 20 miles from the Mexican
border. Lordsburg was where the
“worst” alien men—the “danger-
ous elements”—were sent. “The

train stopped where there was no
station. We got out and walked the
three miles to the camp carrying
our suitcases. There were guards
with guns on the watchtowers."
Several months later, at midnight
on July 27, 1942, a train with 100
new men pulled up to the place
where there was no station. The men
set out with their suitcases. But two
were having trouble. One was a
hospital patient suffering from
tuberculosis, the other a cripple
who had only been able to walk a
few steps at a time ever since he
broke his back stepping into a fishing
boat. So they were ie(% behind with
three soldiers. A Jeep was supposed
to come around and pick them up.
“About 6 or 7 in the moming tﬁe
next day, we heard gunshots. We
started to worry because all the other
men had already come in hours ago.
We went to the camp hospital, but
they said tl'uegl hadn’t seen anything.
We went to the commander’s office
and asked, but he wouldn’t tell us
anything. Then we were told that
they had tried to run away and were
shot. One was still alive gut instead
of bringing him to the camp hospital

KYOSHIRO TOKUNAGA:

“There Is a Karma for Nations”

they had driven him all the way back
to Lordsburg, which was 30 miles
away. That’s where he died.”
According to government records,
no autopsy was performed and the
two men—Toshio Kobata and Hir-
ota Isomura—were buried that same
day. In protest, the Japanese stayed
away from the funeral and held a
silent prayer in the barracks. One
soldier was later brought before a
gourt m;hrﬁal andti ];:leared of wrong-
oing. The Lordsburg to eople
raised $400 for his ”defe% =
The men in Lordsburg camp were
divided into three groups, H, M and
W—Healthy, Medium Healthy and
Weak. “The Healthy Club, we were
given work details outside the com-
pound, cleaning the officer’s mess
halls, the toilets in the bars and
dance halls. Perhaps I shouldn’t say
this but we had sort of a strike. We
said we didn’t mind working in the
camp but we thought we shouldn’t
be cleaning the dance halls and the
bars for the Army. This made them
very angry, and we were confined
to our barracks as punishment.
They only let us out to eat and use
the latrines.” ;

When the war ended, Tokumaga
was not released During his exit
interview, he had said he was think-
ing of returning to Japan. In May
1946, the Army sent him with 2,000
other men to Crystal City Camp in
Texas. “It was a hot and humid

lace. The cotton flowers were
Elooming. It was the first time I had
seen them and they were very beaun-
tiful. I didn’t feel like eating. I did-
n’t go to the mess hall. T just got
thinner and thinner.” He weighed
116 pounds when he was freed.

Tokunaga asked for a second
hearing and lained that he had
changed his mind about leaving
America. “America is my couniry
and 1 feel I can betier serve the
community here.” His request was
denied and then inexplicably ap-
proved two weeks later.

A camp officer handed him a one-
way train ticket for Denver and
opened the gates. “My immediate
thought was anxiety because I had
been away from society for five
years, I didn’t know what I would
find on the outside. When I got on
the train, there was a white car and a
black car. I didn’t know where to go.
To be on the safe side, I went to the
black car. A conductor came over
and said, “You go over there in the
white car.’ And I thought, this is over
for the Japanese but for the black
people, they must come back from
the war front, and they must return
to different cars and di waiting
rooms and different latrines.

“As a Buddhist I believe there is
a karma for nations as well as peo-
ple. The American karma is the
actions and deeds of the past. It is
something that we cannot -+

After the war, Tokunaga returned
to school for a doctorate in reli-
gion. He became a citizen in 1957,
a minister in 1959. For the next
several decades, he tended his con-
gregation at the Buddhist Church
on North Fifth Street in San Jose.

He is 81 now and when he speaks,
he folds his papery hands in the
shafe of prayer, the thumbs pressed
under his chin. “I joined the]:l'nww.it
because I hope America will
not repeat these mistakes. It is not
the money 1 care about.
by the time itfm settled, I won't
be in this world.”
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REMEMBERING

and Italian “enemy aliens,” whose
mass internment was not advocated,
were in far greater concentrations.
There were four times more Germans,
{1 times more Italians,) California
labor unions circulated petitions
demanding a “solution” to the “Jap-
anese problem,” a solution that, they
made clear, should involve a purge
of the Japanese from. their midst.
Violence and vandalism aimed at
the Japanese population swept up
the coast in the wake of Pearl Har-
bor. In Los Angeles, a Japanese man
was stabbed to death on a trolley.
Outside Watsonville, farm houses
were firebombed. In San Jose, the
Japanese Buddhist temple on North
Fifth Street was set on fire. In
Tacoma, Wash., the decapitated
body of an Asian man was found.
The homicide was never solved.
Back in Washington, D.C., the
War Department’s more militant fac-
tion had captured the president’s ear
in the two months following Pearl
Harbor. Lt. Gen. John L. DeWitt,
commander in charge of the defense
of the West Coast, the man who
memorialized the phrase “a Jap is a
Jap,” wanted the lot of them out of
his territory. Col. Karl Bendetsen, a
Stanford-educated Army lawyer,

O

came up with a way to do it. His
scheme, declaring Western “military
zones” from which the Army could
evict anyone they pleased, won him
a promotion to general. i

The War Department justified the
removal of Japanese on the grounds
of “military necessity,”” In DeWitt's
1942 Final Report, a fat study that
went to the president, he concluded
that there was widespread evidence
of sabotage and espionage—particu-
larly ship-to-shore signaling—among
Japanese residents. Investigations by
the Justice Department, the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, the Office of
Naval Intelligence and the Federal
Communications Commission flatly
contradicted these claims. These
agencies could not find a single case
of Japanese residents collaborating
with enemy forces. Even former FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover stated in a
confidential memo that “military
claims of espionage were investi-
gated and are unfounded” and that
the Army “is getting hysterical.” War
Department officials, including John
J. McCloy, assistant secretary of war,
suppressed this memo and others.
They altered some documents; oth-
ers were destroyed.
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continued from page 12

Roosevelt’s Executive Order 9066, the Japanese
were given three weeks to leave the West Coast
voluntarily and move to “free zones” in the
East. At the same time thousands of elderly issei
men, deemed “political leaders” because they
taught school or preached at churches, were led
away in the middle of the night and locked away
in prison camps for the remainder of the war.
(They had trouble finding real political leaders
because the Japanese had virtually no political
clout. The issei were not allowed to vote because
they were resident aliens; the nisei were not yet
of voting age.)

By , soldiers with tommy guns started
rounding up the rest of the Japanese. In the
bureaucratic chaos that followed, hundreds of
families were separated and sent to different
camps. Men, women and children were searched,
fingerprinted and tagged with identification num-
bers. They could take only one duffel bag each to
the trains and buses that were waiting to haul
them to commandeered race tracks, fairgrounds
and livestock pavilions. Later they would be
removed to old Indian reservations, abandoned
prisons, makeshift barracks in dried salt beds,
desert mesas and mosquito-infested swamps.
Upon arrival in some of the camps, the people
were ordered to strip and stand in line while the
Army officers sprayed them with pesticide. Strang-
ers were jammed together, nine and 10 to a single
room with no furniture. At first there were no
hospitals and dozens of women died in childbirth;
epi?emics of typhoid and dysentery raged.

The camps were patrolled by armed guards
and, by the war’s end, at least eight men would
be shot and killed. One was a 30-year-old man
whose job was to drive a supply truck in and out
of the Tule Lake, Utah, camp. One day, for no
apparent reason, as he was showing his ID card
at the gate, a guard shot him in the stomach from
five feet away. The guard was later fined £1 for
“‘unauthorized use of government property,”
referring to the bullet. This was the only shooting
case in which a guard
was reprimandetfu

Beatings were not
unheard-of in the
camps. At Tule Lake
Relocation Center in
Utah, on Nov. 4, 1943,
a group of guards cor-
nered 20 young Japa-
nese-American men
and tortured them for
hours. One of the

ung men had his skull gashed open with a base-

| bat. The barracks walls were coated with blood
and hair. When a Japanese doctor tried to admin-
ister aid, he was fended off by machine guns.

In Southern California, Dr. Rikita Honda, a
50-year-old Japanese man, was taken away for
questioning by the FBI. A few days later, his body
was returned to the family, the marks from wires
tied around his wrists still apparent. The FBI told

his widow it was a suicide; the case was never
further investigated.

Others interned in the camps did inflict vio-
lence on themselves. At Jerome Relocation Cen-
ter, as a train came into view, John Yoshida, 23,
laid his head across the railroad tracks, In Man-

zanar, a despairing old man found a kitchen knife

The Supreme Court upheld the
Japanese internment in December
1944. Dissenting Justice Frank
Murphy wrote that the decision in
Korematsu vs. the United States
‘falls into the ugly abyss of racism.’

death. A Los Angeles woman, known around town
as “Lady Bountiful” for her charity work, hanged
herself rather than report to the camps.

Few Japanese dared to stay behind on the West
Coast when the orders came to board the trains.
Three who did—and were subsequently sen-
tenced to jail terms of up to one year—lodged
legal challenges in 1942, arguing that it violated
constitutional rights, due process and amounted
to invidious racial discrimination. The lower
courts rejected their arguments and the cases
were appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. The
government filed a brief in the court, contending
again that the camps were a “military necessity”
prompted by extensive proof of Japanese disloy-
alty. Two attorneys in the Justice Department,
Edward Ennis and John Burling, attempted to
discount this claim with the same stack of docu-
ments from the FBI and other investigatory agen-
cies. Again, the War Department suppressed the
documents. When the two lawyers tried to sneak
in a reference in a footnote, the War Department
officers discovered the footnote at the last minute
and had the presses literally stopped and the
footnote deleted.

The Supreme Court upheld the internment of
the Japanese in December 1944, arguing that the
action was justified because the nation “feared an
invasion of our West Coast.” Three justices filed a
dissent, including Justice Frank Murphy who
wrote that the decision “falls into the ugly abyss of
racism.”

The case, Korematsu vs. the United States,
would become a classic in the law school text-
books, the only time in the 20th century that the
highest court has found a “compelling reason” for
racial discrimination.

While the war dragged on, the Japanese waited
in the camps. When labor became scarce in
1943, the military ordered the camp administra-
tion to loan able-bodied Japanese men to work
crews in the defense industry. As the casualty
count grew overseas, 18,000 Japanese men were
drafted out of the
camps and into a seg-
regated regiment, the
442nd, whose nick-
name was ‘‘Go for
Broke” because they
fought so valiantly for
the American cause.
They suffered 9,486
casualties; 600 were
killed.

By the end of 1944,
most of the Japanese families were released, but
thousands of older issei men were held through
the end of 1945. They were each handed a one-
way train ticket and $15. They were told to be
careful whom they spoke to about their experi-
ences; there were informants watching them ev-
erywhere. For the next four decades, the Japa-
nese kept their thoughts to themselves.

HEN THE CAMP SURVIVORS FINALLY
appeared before the congressionally
appointed commission in 1980, their
words had a freshness that comes

only with telling a story for the first time.
For a year and a half they talked into the
microphones, A woman told how a guard pushed
her with the

RED KOREMATSU IS A THIN MAN

who walks with some discom-

fort. Half his stomach was re-
moved three years ago in an ulcer
operation, the plague of those who
hold much inside. His mother died
of ulcers, a year after she was re-
leased from the camps.

Over his eyebrows are two faint
scars, the past fading slowly from
his forehead.

“What happened to me is inci-
dental,” he says, batting at ques-
tions with an age-spotted hand.

What happened to Fred Koremat-
su was unknown even to his chil-
dren until a few years ago. His
daughter, Karen, was sitting in her
high school social studies class one
day listening to the teacher tell how
the Japanese were rounded up dur-
ing World War II. The teacher was
telling them about a landmark case,
Korematsu vs. the United States, in
which a man named Fred Koremat-
su from right here in San Leandro
had refused to go to the camps. He
had been arrested and then chal-
lenged the relocation order. He had
taken it all the way to the Supreme
Court. In the end, he had lost.

Karen ran home and demanded to
know who this Fred Korematsu was.

“That was me,” her father said
after a while.

“Why didn't you tell me!”

“Oh, you were so busy with school
and all,” he said, smiling, vague.

Fred Korematsu was 22 when the
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. His
parents ran a nursery in Oakland,
next door to the General Metals
Foundry. They sold roses. They had
come over from Japan in 1906 and
arrived in San Francisco at the time
of the great earthquake; when the
steamer pulled into the harbor they
saw the city, a blaze of red against
the sky.

After Pear] Harbor, no one would
buy their roses. At nights, the
foundry would shine searchlights in
the empty nursery and in the win-
dows of their small home next door.
One night, Fred was standing on the
front stoop smoking a cigarette. A
man peered over some bushes.

“Are you trying to signal some-
one?” the man demanded.

“No, silly. I'm having a ciga-
rette,” Fred said and went inside.

Each night after that he could see
the man standing behind the
bushes, watching. “He would stand
there until it was light.” Later, Ko-
rematsu heard the man was paid by
the foundry to spy on the family.

After high school graduation, Ko-
rematsu and his friends signed up
for the Coast Guard. Only Koremat-
su was turned away. He found a job
as a welder in the shipyard, defense
work, He had advanced to foreman
when the Boiler Makers Union ex-
pelled him. He was late paying his
union dues, he was told, even
though his dues weren’t owed for
two weeks.

One evening, he showed up for
hl_S weekly Friday night card game
With the old high school friends,
now in the Coast Guard. “I knocked
on the door, and one of them came
out, He told me that they had each

een called in by their superior offi-
cer. They had orders not to play
With me anymore.”

But none of that mattered so
much at the time because Koremat-
S4 was in love with Ida Boitano.

€ was 19, Italian-American. She
Worked in a biscuit factory. Her

: FRED KOREMATSU:
I Never Had the Time to Tell My Children”

parents didn’t approve of Ida’s see-
ing a Japanese man sO they had to
sneak around.

That spring of 1942, signs were
tacked up on utility poles all over
Qakland. All Japanese must report to
Tanforan Racetrack within 48 hours.
Fred did not see how he could leave
Ida. He told his parents he was
staying behind and that he and Ida
would run away and be married.

Korematsu saw an ad in the
newspaper: Change your appear-
ance with plastic surgery. He went
to the San Francisco ofhce of Dr.
Bennett Masten and paid him $100
__all he had—to operate on his
nose and eyelids.

When the bandages came off,
Korematsu was still Japanese.

He moved to a rooming house in
Oakland and for three days he stayed
inside, afraid to be seen on th:e
street. He threw away his driver's
license and changed his name on
his draft card to “Clyde Sz‘t‘rah. He
would tell people he was Spanish-
Hawaiian,” born in Las Vegas to

arents who died in a fire. He got a
job welding for a defense contrac-

tor in Oakland.

Ida started having doubts about
eloping. One Saturday afternoon,
May 30, 1942, Korematsu was stand-
ing on a street corner in San Lean-
dro, waiting for Ida. “We were going
to go shopping. Something detained
her. I don’t know what. I went into
the little drugstore there on the cor-
ner on East 14th Street to buy some
cigarettes. When I came out, there
were two San Leandro police officers
and two Military Police. They were
looking for me. I don’t know how
they knew to find me there.”

Under questioning at the police
station, the story of Cliti{e Sarah and
the dead parents quickly crumpled.
Korematsu was sentenced to a year
in prison. He never saw Ida again.
He wrote her many letters. A year
later, he would receive one back.
Please, it said, do not ever write me

again.

In the fall of 1942, a prison guard
came to his cell and told him he
had a visitor. It turned out to be
Ernest Besig, a lawyer in San Fran-
cisco who wanted to challenge the
relocation order. “Mr. Besig told
me I was an American, and I felt
like an American when I was with

him. I liked him very much.”

In court after court, Besig argued
that Korematsu’s constitutional
rights as an American citizen had
been violated. If the government
really intended to round up “
aliens,” as it claimed, Besig asked,
what about German and Italian res-
idents? For two years, he argued
Korematsu’s case unsuccessfully up
the appeals ladder. On Dec. 18,
1944, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
against him.

Meanwhile, Korematsu had been
placed on five years’' probation by
the end of 1942 and sent to the
camps. He joined his family in Tan-
foran. From there, they were sent
to a camp in the desert near Topaz,
Utah. They lived in a oneroom tar
shack with no furniture. “Nothing
but wind and dust blowing around.”

Korematsu helped build the
camp hospital. He hauled sheetrock
and dug wells. They paid him $19 a
month, the top salary at the camps.
“No one knew what was going to
become of us. My mother was very
religious. I remember she went to
many prayer meetings.”

Two years later, his family was
released. He came home to San
Leandro, married and took two jobs
as a draftsman to support his wife
and three children. He worked day
and night; weekends he coached
Little League, advised the Boy
Scouts and devoted many hours to
his church. “So you see I just never
had the time to sit down and tell
my children about my past.”

On Nov. 10, 1983, Fred Koremat-
su’s conviction was vacated in a
U.S. District Court in San Fran-
cisco. Federal Judge Marilyn Patel
declined to issue a formal repri-
mand to the government. But in
her words before the courtroom
audience she said she hoped the
Korematsu case would stand as a
“signal of caution” to the govern-
ment to uphold its constitutional
duty to “protect all citizens from
petty fears and prejudices so easily
stirred” by war.

At the conference afterward,
Korematsu said in his halting way:
“Having this conviction cleared, I
am very happy.”

Then he had to go home right
away because his ulcers ached.

and jammed it into his stomach until he bled to continued

——— HOTOGRAPH BY GARY PARKER
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butt of his gun, trying to force her
to drop her baby down the train
steps. A Japanese doctor tqlql how
she struggled without medicine to
aid the children in the camps who
fell victim and died of measles,
whooping cough, tuberculosis.
“So much we left behind,” said
still another, quietly, “but the
most valuable thing we lost was
our freedom.”

In 1981, the commission pub-
lished a scathing 500-page indict-
ment of the wartime policy, calling
it “a grave injustice” inspired by
“race prejudice, war hysteria and
a failure of political leadership.” It
called on the government to apolo-
gize, provide monetary damages
and grant presidential pardons to
those who were convicted of violat-
ing the order to go to the camps.

As a result, Congress is consid-
ering a bill this term that would
offer to each of the remaining sur-
vivors a formal apology and $20,000
to be paid over 10 years. The bill,
first introduced three years ago,
has yet to make it out of commit-
tee. The congressional body is said
to be reluctant to touch the bill
for reasons of “fiscal restraint.”

Meanwhile, the sansei have
talked their parents into seeking
redress through the courts. Last
year, because of their efforts, a
federal appellate court ruled that
19 Japanese-American camp survi-
vors may sue the United States for
property losses. The attorneys hope
to extend this to a class-action suit.
Four of the 19 are from San Jose.
The government has appealed the
decision, and this term the U.S.
Supreme Court will take up the
case,

A team of sansei lawyers also
filed separate federal lawsuits in
1983 to clear the names of the
three Japanese-American men
who were convicted during the
war for refusing to report to the
camps. One of them, Fred Kore-
matsu, still lives in San Leandro.
The lawyers sought two things: to
vacate the convictions and have a
court hearing to determine
whether the wartime government
engaged in misconduct. They did
not seek any financial damages.
_Their case was bolstered by a
dlscoyery in 1982 in the National
Archives. Peter Irons, a history
professor at the University of Cali-
fornia at San Diego, was research-
ing a book on the legal history of
the camps when he unearthed
some of the FBI, FCC and Justice
Department reports suppressed in
the war. These were papers that
had not been read or known of for
40 years. continued
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HARRY UENO:

“We Lost a Few Years™

HEN HARRY UENO LEFT JAPAN AT 16
Wto join his country’s merchant

marines, it made his father sad.
He wanted his son to finish school,
but there was no money. As they were
saying their goodbyes, he reminded
his son that even a lowly sailor can
shine. “My father told me then, and I
will never forget this, ‘Lotus Howers,
they bloom in a muddy pond.””

His parents had raised Harry and
his two brothers on Hawaiian sugar
cane plantations; the father stooped in
the fields for 75 cents a day, the moth-
er for 50. But they had returned in
1922 to their tiny Japanese village of
Kuba, 10 miles south of Hiroshima.
(Twenty-three years later, on the
morning of “‘the Pikadon,” the atomic
flash, Harry's cousin and 70 neigh-
bors would leave for work and school
in Hiroshima. None would return.)

Crossing the Pacific, Harry was sea-
sick for 25 days. When the ship
docked in Tacoma in May 1923, he
jumped overboard, swimming under
the dock so he wouldn't be seen. He
made his way toward the Midwest
working in sawmills, moving toward
Milwaukee, where one of his brothers
lived. “But when I got there, my brother
didn’t speak Japanese anymore and I could
hardly speak English so there wasn't much
communication.”

Eventually, Harry Ueno found his way to
Los Angeles, where he married, raised three
children and worked in the produce markets
around Beverly Hills. Joan Crawford and
producer David Selznick were among his
customers.

In May 1942, the Ueno family took the
camp trains to Manzanar, a cold and giusty
blankness at the base of Mount Whitney,
4,500 feet high. “Because of the high altitude,
they couldn’t get the rice to cook all the way
through and no one could eat it.” )

The Japanese waited in 45-minute lines
three times a day for meals. To make the
waiting bearable, Harry Ueno and some
friends built a Japanese reflecting pond. Lat-
er they would plant tiny cottonwood seed-
lings in the middle of the compound.

Ueno volunteered to work as a cook in the
mess hall. After a while he discovered the
sugar supply was disappearing. Infants in the
camp were dying because saccharin W%S
being mixed in their formula as a sugar st
stitute. He poked around the warehOL(liSf-‘-S.
organized the kitchen workers, demande til'lzn
investigation. Eventually it came out r.hagl ]‘3
guards were selling the sugar on the blac

PHOTOGRAPH BY GARY PARKER

market.

The camp director called Harry Ueno into
his office. “You probe too deeply; you will
have trouble,” he said.

On Dec. 5, 1942, a Japanese man was beaten
up on the camp grounds. At 9 p.m. that same
evening, the military police claimed that Harry
Ueno was the assailant, a charge he denied.
The camp director drove Ueno to the jail in
Independence. “He told me, ‘No one is going
to know where you are, and you are going to
be there a long time.” I told him, ‘One day
you are going to be in a much bigger jail."

The next day, Harry Ueno was brought
back to Manzanar and placed in the camp
jail. By evening a crowd of Japanese gathered
around the jail in the cold, stomping their feet,
singing. Toward evening, a sergeant screamed
suddenly to the officers, “Remember Pearl
Harbori Hold the line!” The soldiers opened
fire. A young man, 16, was shot in the back
while running from the bullets. “He lay on
the ground on his face, and he didn't move
again.” A mob gathered on the other side of
the camp and began throwing stones and
again the officers began shooting. Another
young man, 19, was dead by morning.

For the next 3% years, Harry Ueno would
be shuttled from jail to jail all over the desert,
each one more desolate. The seventh and last
stop was a year of solitary confinement in the

stockade in Tule Lake. He. was never
charged with a crime; he was never
given a hearing.

In a camp prison in Moab, Utah,
Ueno was placed in the “isolation
room.” “They would try to scare us by
doing their shooting practice against
the wall.” For dinner, a sneering guard
dished up hotcakes drowning in ketch-
up and chili peppers. When Ueno
complained, the director of the camp
told him, “There’s nothing but sage-
brush out there. If someone disap-
peared, no one would ever find him.”

One morning, Harry Ueno and four
other men were summoned. A flatbed
truck was waiting. On the back was a
wooden box, 5-by-6 feet. The five men
were forced into the box and the top
was padlocked. They rode in the back
of the truck this way for 11 hours
down a potholed dirt road. ‘A couple
of the guys in the box were so sick I
shoutegl_;o the lieutenant, ‘How about
letting these two sick guys into the
cab?’ He said, ‘I have instructions that
no one is to be transferred out of the
box.' " That evening, they were let off
in county jail in Winslow and pushed
into a cell with two beds and omne
blanket. Harry Ueno found out later it was an
old prison for Indians.

By the time he got to Tule Lake stockade,
Ueno had quit asking questions. “I sort of gave
up politics. I raised flowers and kept quiet.”

At the end of the war, he got §15 and a
train ticket to San Jose. His family was wait-
ing for him in a shelter run by the Buddhist
Church. No one would rent to them. Eventu-
ally Harry got a job with the railroad so they
could live in a train company shack.

Later he would find work in the orchards.
He grew cherries in Santa Clara Valley until
he retired in 1972. Now he tends the Japa-
nese plum and tangerine trees in his front
yard and follows the progress of his two sons,
one an electrical engineer for a computer
company, the other an engineer at Lockheed
who works on classified projects for the mili-
tary. “Yes, we lost a few years,” Ueno says.
“But we don’t feel bitterness."

Several years ago, Harry Ueno took his
family back to Manzanar. He took photo-
graphs of his children playing in the swirling
sand. The Japanese reHecting pond was dry.
The barracks had been torn down. “I think
they didn’t want to leave any traces.”

But the cottonwood trees were tall and
very straight.

“Lotus flowers,” his father had told him,
“they bloom in a muddy pond.”
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ith the help of these documents, the legal team per-
suxﬁ two fedgral courts in 1983 and 1984 to vacate the
convictions. But the federal judges did not grant a he?h”r“g
to determine government wrongdoing. So one of the N ge
men, Minoru Yasui, appealed to a higher court. Last Nov-
ember, while his case was pending, Yasul died of cancer at
the age of 70, and the government declared the appeal
moot. Relatives are seeking to continue the case.

In the end, the government may or may not come through
for the Japanese survivors. But certain wounds have begun
to heal as a consequence of bearing public witness to the
camps’ injustice. They are private injuries, between parents
and children. iy ol

Midori Kimura, one of the four Japanese pi_amtlffs Fror_n
San Jose involved in the Supreme Court lawsuit, says she is
able at last to talk to her sons and daughters about the
Heart Mountain, Wyo., internment center. Her husband fell
sick “of worry” there and died of heart trouble a month after
his release, leaving her alone after the war to raise seven
children and work in a celery factory. “I cried many times
inside, but I didn’t like to show my tears to my children.”

In bringing the family together, the story comes full
circle. That is because for many of the Japanese who lived
through the camps, the worst thing that happened was not
the denial of civil rights, the bad conditions, the loss of land
and money and hope. It was the fragmentation of the
family, the central unit, and the strongest one, in traditional
Japanese culture. In the camps, the parents lost their
authority. The mess halls dished out the food. The guards
directed the discipline. When they left the camp, thousands
of children went their own way. “What the camps did was
create families where parents were no longer necessary,”
says Donald Tamaki, a San Francisco attorney on the legal
team representing the three Japanese-Americans, “That
kind of displacement and depression breeds its own kind of
problems.”

Forty years later the memory of that division still has the
power to undo Harry Ueno, 79, a camp survivor in San
Jose. “My 10-year-old,” he says, his voice trembling, “he
wouldn’t eat with the family.”

The aging Japanese stood in congressional hearing rooms
and before TV cameras to tell their stories. But the real
audience they addressed was their children. The handing
down of memories became a rite of passage that would
bring nisei and sansei together for the first time. “It is like
nerve endings growing back,” says Wakabayashi. “The fam-
ily has been restored.”

For many of the survivors, that alone was worth the risk
of speech. fw

SUSAN FALUDI is a staff writer for West.
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PRE-EVACUATION

IA. The Activities and Relationship with Governmental
Agencies Prior to December 7, 1941.

One of the key questions which arises when discussing
JACL's relationships with government agencies, prior to
Pearl Harbor, is whether the JACL as an organization was
involved with intelligence activities which caused the
arrests of Issei and Kibei community leaders immediately
following December 7, 1941.

OFFICIAL POSITION

This is a key question of considerable long-standing.
In fact, Mike Masaoka, National Secretary and Field Execu-
tive from September 1, 1941 to June 22, 1943 for the JACL,
addressed this issue in great length in his "Final Report”
written in 1944. What follows is an excerpt on the issue of
JACL cooperation versus collaboration with U.S. Intelligence
Agencies:

In connection with JACL's policy of

cooperation with the federzl agencies,

two divergent rumors have materialized and
grown into titanic proportions. One is that
JACL did not cooperate with the Federal 3ureau
of Investigation, Naval Intelligence, znd other

1085 TASMAN DR, #175 authorities charged with the internal safety of
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24083 our country. The other is that JACL, in crder to

enhance its own position as leaders of the
Japanese communities, turned in the names of all
first generation leaders and asked for their
internment. Some have even sliyly suggested

that JACL officials received a bounty for every
name they turned in for investigation. Neither

is true:; both are lies! JACL did cooperate with
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Naval
Intelligence, and other agencies by furnishking
them with all the information which we might have
had at our disposal regarding the suspects the
agencies questioned us about. This is the duty
of every American. But, since we of the JACL are
not, and were not then, trained investigators in
counter-espionage, we were not able to furnish
them with more than what was general community
knowledge, that is to say facts or rumors relating
to their ostensible business and sympathies,
family relationships, and organizational ties.
Most of us can't read, write, or speak Japanese
well enough to understand much of what happened
in the "inner sanctums" of the Japanese community;
certainly our Americanism was too well known to



encourage those interested in destroying our
from placing us in their confidence. 1In summary,
JACL did not institute a witch~hunt; neither did
‘"we evade our duty as patriotic Americans
interested, as are other Americans, in protecting
our nation from espionage and sabotage. The
charge that the FBI, for example, paid us
twenty-five dollars each for the names and
information leading to the internment of a
Japanese alien is too ridiculous to warrant even
a reply. The answer to the question as to why
government investigators seemed to converge on
our office is obvious: it was easier for them to
obtain the general consensus on a person from us
who were pledged to cooperate then to try to
"dig" it out of some frightened by-stander.
(Masaoka, "Final Rept.", 4/22/44, pp.48-9, File
T 6.15, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

The previous excerpt has become the official party
line, of the JACL on the issue of cooperation versus collab-
oration with U.S. Intelligence agencies. Let us compare
this understanding with what was occurring within the
government at this time.

GOVERNMENT INTELLIGENCE ACTIONS

Historians have documented for us the fact that the
Japanese community was under surveillance by various federal
agencies as early as the 1930's. In June of 1939, then
President Roosevelt issued a memorandum for the purpose of
having this surveillance conducted in a more coordinated
manner. The agencies involved were the FBI, Military Intel-
ligence Division of the War Department, and the Office of
Naval Intelligence. (Kumamoto, "The Search for Spies:American
Counterintelligence and the Japanese American Community,
1931-1942" ,Amerasia Journal 6:2, 1979, p.52.) In fact, FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover informed all local law enforcement
that the President had directed all domestic investigation
on espionage and sabotage to be headed by the FBI.

Along with coordination of surveillance on the Japanese
Community, J. Edgar Hoover, in October of 1941, issued
orders to his field agents to obtain informants. "You are
instructed to take immediate steps to secure and develop
confidential informants of the Japanese Race." To be exact:

Hoover was asking for the recruitment of Nisei
informants. The FBI believed that Japanese
intelligence was avoiding the use of second
generation Japanese Americans only: this made
the Nisei unlikely saboteurs, and the FBI
convinced a few to become voluntary informants,



reporting on suspicious Issei activities.

Among the informants were members of the
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), by
definition a predominantly Nisei and Sansei
organization. Although it is improbable that more
than a handful of JACL members became informants,
Naval Intelligence records on the surveillance
admit that "with the help of the JACL, which got
to be very much on our side, these were Nisei
people, we were able to pinpoint practically
every agent that had any potential for mischief.
(Ibid. p.57.)

Concurrent with the Federal government's increased
coordination of Japanese surveillance and development of an
informant network was a commensurate increase in attention
by some within the JACL to the issue of loyalty to America.
"Oout of the habit of defining loyalty, talking about loyal-
ty, interpreting it for both the Japanese and Caucasian
communities, a segment of JACL leadership in 1939 and 1940
began to arrogate to itself the authority to judge and
evaluate the loyalty of members of the Japanese communi-
ty." (Tanaka, "History of JACL", File T 6.25,Ch.III p.1l2
JERS, Bancroft Library.) Tanaka does not specify all who
made up this segment within the JACL, except to name Nation-
al Vice-President Ken Matsumoto as one. Tanaka is also
quick to distinguish Saburo Kido, National President during
1941 as not within this particular segment. In fact, Tanaka
goes so far as to make a distinction in the activities of
JACL on a geographic basis. "One detects a greater willing-
ness on the part of top JACL leaders in Los Angeles to pass
judgment upon Issei activities in Southern California."(Ibid
Ch.IV p.22.) He goes on to say that "[a]n examination of
correspondence between national officers for this period
jeads to the conclusion that hyper-sensitivity to possible
subversive influences within the Japanese community centered
more in Southern California leadership than in the
north. (Ibid, p.23.)

This would be borne out by the existence of the Coordi-
nating Committee for Southern California Defense, headed by
Joe Masaoka and begun for the purposes of encouraging
defense activities by the JACL in anticipation of war with
Japan. "Among other duties, this body was charged with
gathering information on subversive activities; this infor-
mation was to be turned over directly to Naval Intelli-
gence." (Tanaka,"Report of Manzanar Riot," File O 10.12, p.7
JERS, Bancroft Library.) The September 14,1941 Minutes for
a Special Session of the Southern District Council confirm
the Coordinating Committee's existence, but little else in
the way of a statement of purpose, function and duties. It
will be later that we will see more about the nature of the
CCSD.



Consistent with our understanding of what began to
occur in the intelligence community after 1939, we are
further informed by Togo Tanaka, JACL's unofficial histori-
an, that:

(a]ll the National Officers of the JACL in 1940-
41 had come into personal contact with federal
investigative agencies, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Military Intelligence, and Naval
Intelligence. Close personal relationships
characterized most of these top contacts.
Similarly, district and local chapter leaders of
the JACL found themselves increasingly approached
by representatives of not only federal, but

state and local law enforcement and security
officers. (Tanaka, "History of JACL", File T 6.25,
Ch.III, p.14, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

This is corroborated by a letter dated December 4,
1940, on JACL National Headquarters letterhead from Hito
Okada, Treasurer, to Saburo Kido, which indicates that the
FBI had "visited" Howard Nomura, a chapter president in the
Portland, Oregon region. :

Regarding the excitement that I mentioned above,
Howard Nomura, chapter president here has been
visited by the FBI, and has been answering many
questions in regards to Niseis and Isseis, espe-
cially about the different organizations. I
understand they cannot understand the existence of
the Junior Kenjin Kai. Neither can I. I hope this
investigation here will clarify matters. (JACL
Archives.)

In fact, when contacts were made by Intelligence
agencies, "JACL representatives for the most part had
responded with a patriotic zeal exceeded only by their
public expressions of American Loyalty." (Tanaka, "History
of JACL," File T 6.25, Ch.IV, p.21, JERS.)

How close were the "personal relationships" between top
contacts in the JACL and Federal Intelligence agencies?
More importantly, what kind of impact did those "close
personal relationships have on the Japanese American Commu-
nity at large?

KENNETH D. RINGLE, ONI

Tanaka informs us that one of the "close-working
relationships between a JACL leader and federal agency
well-known in Citizens' League circles was that existing
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between the National Vice-President Ken Matsumoto of Los
Angeles and Lieutenant Commander Kenneth Ringle of the Naval
Intelligence Office in Los Angeles." (Ibid, Ch.III, p.1l4.)

In the Minutes of the Special National Board Meeting
held in San Francisco between March 8 and 10, 1942, a
report was made by National Vice President Ken Matsumoto on
his activities between 1941 and 1942, in which he refers to
his relationship with Ringle:

specifically though, an intimate friendship was
made with the Assistant Naval Intelligence Officer
of the 11th Naval District. This contact which was

N realized in January, 1941 has proven to be one of

nﬁﬁDR #175 our most valuable assets and it can be stated,
E, CA 94089 without fear of contradiction, that through this

gentlemen, the good name of the JACL has
reached out far and wide. (JACL Minutes, p.4.)

Matsumoto continues his report with a chronology of his
activities for 1941. He met Lt. Commander K.D. Ringle,
Assistant Naval Intelligence Officer, 11th Naval District,
in January of 1941. In March, Matsumoto worked with Rlngle
on a special invitational dlnner given by the Intelllgence
Dept. of the 11th Naval District for all JACL Chapters in
the Southern District. In addition to the 12 Southern
District Chapters, three prospective chapters also attended.
Attendance, in fact, was "100%".

Purpose of this dinner meeting was many fold.
For one, this was an opportunity for the Nisei
Leadership to clarify his position and remove
any doubts of his status. This was an oppor-
tunity to establish contact with the vital
branches of the United States Army and Navy,

ammwmf CA 94089 as well as the local Law Enforcement body.

It was a chance to ascertain the attitudes

and thoughts of the Nisei leadership during
these strained days. Finally, it served to
inspire young Nisei to take a more positive
stand regarding his loyalty and allegiance.
Needless to say, the meeting was most significant
and momentous. (JACL Minutes, p.5.)

Matsumoto's comments ring with more truth than he may
have known. We know now that K.D. Ringle, fluent in Japa-
nese, was conducting a two year study on the Japanese
community. This study, under the auspices of Naval Intelli-
gence, would be submitted to the military at the same time
as the Munson Report, with a similar conclusion that the
Japanese American "problem" was overblown and that this
community was for the most part loyal to the U.S. Ringle's



report was one of the three intelligence reports "sup-
pressed" by Justice Dept. Attorneys when the test cases
were argued before the Supreme Court. The "rediscovery" of
the Ringle Naval Intelligence Report by Peter Irons contrib-
uted to the Coram Nobis actions for Min Yasui, Gordon
Hirabayashi and Fred Korematsu.

Can we conclude, then, that Matsumoto's work with
Ringle was beneficial to the community at large? Referring
again to Togo Tanaka's "History of JACL."

The Matsumoto correspondence for this period
assumed that war with Japan was probable, even
inevitable. As a result there was a far greater
willingness on his part than on Kido's to point an
accusing finger at individuals suspected of
adhering to Japan as against the United States.
Without doubt, Matsumoto, under the tutelage of
federal investigative officials, played a
prominent role in the conversion of JACL local
leadership to the acceptance of the "security
role" it assumed in 1940-41. This role is
described variously, depending upon individual
points of view. From the standpoint which
ultimately came to prevail within the Japanese
community, it was the role of "spies and stooges
for the FBI." From the standpoint of JACL
leadership, it was the role of "constructive
cooperators for national defense." From the
standpoint of men like Matsumoto, it was a

brave service and contribution to the war effort
to report to federal agents what they judged to
be subversive and disloyal acts and utterances.

To the majority of fear-ridden Issei and
resentful Nisei, the activity assumed the aspects
of a hateful witchhunt. (Tanaka, "History of JACL"
File T 6.25, Ch.III p.15, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

We can also conclude that Matsumoto was an informant
for the Office of Naval Intelligence. This is according to
an April 21, 1943 Memo from the District Intelligence
Officer to the Director of Naval Intelligence. The memo
deals with a previous request that "the names of Eleventh
Naval District informants in Japanese Relocation Centers who
have volunteered for military service be furnished the
Director of Naval Intelligence." (NA, RG 210, Entry 17, Box
2, File "Office of Naval Intelligence Rept.") The memo goes
on to discuss Matsumoto in particular.

3. It is believed that three other individuals,
two of whom in past months have left the
relocation centers for outside employment, have
volunteered or may do so in the near future.
They are Iwao ISHINO, presently at Poston;



Edward YONEMURA, employed in Utah; and Ken
MATSUMOTO, presently employed at Cincinnati,
Ohio...

5. As additional names of informants entering
the armed services become available, they will
be forwarded to the Director of Naval Intelli-
gence. (Ibid.)

While the document deals with informants in camp, it
does confirm that Matsumoto was a Naval Intelligence infor-
mant prior to evacuation because he had relocated prior to
the camps to Cincinnati, Ohio. This is documented in an
April 13, 1942 letter from Lieutenant Commander Ringle to
Milton S. Eisenhower.

I am enclosing extracts from a letter which I
have just received from my friend, Ken
Matsumoto, whom you will remember as national
vice president of the JACL. He left here ahead
of the evacuation order to accept a very good
job with the Mayor Jewelry Company, 5th and
Vine Streets, Cincinnati, Ohio. (NA, RG 210,
Entry 17, Box 2, File "Navy Dept.")

Ringle himself wrote about Matsumoto in a letter to
Professor E.N. Barnhart, dated April 23, 1951. The letter
was written in response to Barnhart's questions about the
role "American-Japanese" played in disclosing information to
intelligence agencies at the outbreak of World War II. "I
also refer you to the Japanese-American Citizens League,
which was and is a standby pro-American Nisei organization,
and to Ken Matsumoto, who was its National Vice President at
that time and my very good friend and chief source of
information. (Ringle, April 23, 1951, Courtesy Aiko Herzig.)

JACL AND RINGLE

How closely and officially did JACL as an organization
work with Ringle? No indication from JACL archives, beyond
the fact that Ringle's name and comments appear from time to
time in Minutes of the Southern District Council Meetings.
Minutes for a Special Session of the Southern District
Council Meeting, dated September 14, 1941, mention Chairman
Fred Tayama introducing Lt. Commander Ringle of Naval
Intelligence as the guest of the day. JACL archives did not
have a continuous record of S.D. Council Meeting Minutes.
Minutes dated January 11, 1942 record comments from Ringle
regarding the issues of membership for persons of dual
citizenship. He assisted in drawing up a resolution re-
questing disfranchisement of American citizens connected
with any Axis nations and made comments on "behaviors and
precautions to be taken during this state of war." He was



not introduced as a guest. In fact from the context of the
Minutes, it appeared that by this time, Ringle was a famil-
iar figure at these meetings.

. In a letter from JACL National President Saburo Kido to
former President James Sakamoto:

When I visited Los Angeles during the latter
part of March, Ken Matsumoto took me down to
San Pedro to see Lieutenant Commander Ringle,
who was instrumental in inviting the Southern
California District Council members to a
discussion group. During the course of our
conversation the matter of holding similar
meetings in various districts came up. Commander
Ringle has written to Seattle and San Francisco
and ascertained the officers in charge of the
Intelligence Bureau. Lieutenant Commander
Liebenow of Seattle replied favorably, stating
that he would be delighted to cooperate with
the JACL in the Northwest if he receives an
invitation. I would suggest that either you or
Tom Iseri. . . of the Northwest District
Council contact him and arrange for a meeting.
(Saburo Kido letter to James Sakamoto 25 April
1941 from Ichioka, A Study in Dualism: James
Yoshinori Sakamoto and the Japanese American
Courier, 1928-1942, Amerasia Journal 13:2,
1986-87, p.73.)

Matsumoto's report to the JACL Board at their special
meeting, during March 8-10, 1942 confirms that Ringle had
opened up channels for meetings in San Francisco and Seattle
at the request of the JACL during 1941, but that there was
no follow through. (JACL Special Board Meeting Minutes,
March 8-10, 1942, p.5.) "Matsumoto informed Sakamoto that
he had communicated with Kido "about the arrangements with
the Head of the Naval Intelligence of your district, the
13th.' Matsumoto assured Sakamoto that "their office is
ready to meet the JACL leaders at any time they wish, and I
believe that it ought to done at once.'"(Ichioka, "Sakamoto
and the Japanese American Courier" Amerasia Journal 13:2,
1986-87, p. 73.) Apparently, there is no indication or
evidence that any meetings between a JACL leader such as
James Sakamoto and Naval Intelligence ever occurred in the
Seattle region. (Ibid.)

What is the significance of JACL as an organization
working with Ringle? Ringle's time spent in Southern Cali-
fornia was for intelligence work. Additionally, he had
"developed an effective system of Nisei informants (which he
shared with the FBI)." (Personal Justice Denied, p.54.) One
must conclude that Ringle's Southern California contacts and
informants included members of the JACL from Southern




District Chapters, or even members of the Southern District
Council itself, wittingly or unwittingly. Moreover, since
Ringle shared his informants with the FBI, one must further
conclude that the same JACL members of Southern District
Chapters or Council again were FBI informants as well.

Was there then a difference of attitude among JACL
leaders in Northern california and the Pacific Northwest, or
were there similar contacts and occurrences?

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

According to Ichioka's article, James Sakamoto, former
JACL National President and editor of the Japanese American
Courier in Seattle "unquestionably believed that the Nisei
should cooperate with federal agencies. In 1940 he said so
in so many words: 'Every loyal American citizen ... will
lend all possible support to the constituted authorities to
see that subversive activities are promptly put down.'"
When a Japanese spy was arrested sometime in June of 1941,
Sakamoto uttered the warning that "every officer and every
member of the [JACL] must be on the alert." (Ichioka,
ngakamoto and the Japanese American Courier", Amerasia
Journal 13:2, 1986-1987, p.73.)

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

JACL archives reveal a Resolution discussed by the
Northern California District Council meeting in San Mateo,
CA, dated November 16, 1941. The Resolution, composed by
Mike Masaoka and adopted unanimously by the Nor. Cal.
District Council was to have been sent to each chapter for
consideration and approval, then sent to President
Roosevelt. It is unknown if the Resolution was approved by
anyone other than the Nor.Cal Chapters. It does serve as an
indication of the mindset of JACL as war with Japan loomed
more imminent. The Resolution pledged all 55 chapters to:

exercise extraordinary vigilance and to report
any and all cases of espionage and sabotage

which may come to our attention to the proper
government authorities, offer individual and
organizational facilities and cooperation to
intelligence agencies and to create in every
chapter, special committees to serve our
governmental agencies in any capacity to which we
may be called... in the civilian as well as
military defense of our country. (JACL Archives.)

A more curious indication of contact with intelligence
agencies is found in two letters written by a Kazuo Oka,
President of the Monterey JACL chapter. JACL archives



reveal a copy of his letter to President Roosevelt and one
similarly worded to the Industrial Security Division of the
U.S. Army. Oka also reveals his assistance to FBI agents
both before and after Pearl Harbor.

Then, too, prior to my own evaluation and some
two weeks before the Pearl Harbor incident, I
endeavored to assist the Monterey, California
agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Among those with whom I was in constant contact
were Mr. Chas. "Chuck" Drussel and Mr. Tom Estop.
If I remember correctly, they were affiliated
with the San Francisco, calif. offices of the
FBI, the offices of, I think, Mr. N. Pieper.
(JACL Archives, Letter to U.S. Army, p.6.)

The letter to Roosevelt also states,"I have cooperated
both before and after Pearl Harbor with the Federal Bureau
of Investigation..."(JACL Archives, Oka Letter to Roosevelt,

p.1l.)

These letters were written to the President and Army
because Oka had just been discharged from a factory on the
basis that defense work was being done and his presence
constituted a threat to security. Both letters were lengthy
defenses of Oka's own "security risk worthiness." That
being the case, it is entirely possible that he overstates
his case or that any assistance to the FBI was as an indi-
vidual rather than as President of JACL, Monterey Chapter.
However, Oka does mention specific FBI agents by name,
making is unlikely that he overly overstates his case, and
his position as JACL Chapter President no doubt made him a
person the FBI would more likely prefer over ordinary
individuals. At the very least, the position provided the
individual with contacts and information not normally found.

POSTSCRIPT

Michi Weglyn, author of Years of Infamy, forwarded a
copy of a letter written by the late Kay Sugahara, which was
addressed to Congressman Robert Matsui. This copy was
submitted in response to the JACL's Research Project pursu-
ant to Resolution #7. 1In this letter, Sugahara claims that
"[i]n the five years before Pearl Harbor, practically every
leader of the JACL was working closely with the FBI, the ONI
and Army Intelligence." (Courtesy Michi Weglyn.) While Kay
Sugahara had been involved in the Anti-Axis Committee's
intelligence activities, no government documents have been
found to corroborate this claim that as early as 1936, JACL
leaders worked with these intelligence agencies, to date.

10



IB. Response to Declaration of War with Japan

The most immediate reaction to the declaration of war
with Japan that we see in the JACL archives is a notice or
memo from National Headquarters to all member chapters. The
notice, undated but with 12/7/41 penciled in the upper right
hand corner, acknowledged Japan's attack upon the United
States and that the "acid test" had arrived as far as
loyalty to the country was concerned. It goes on to urge
caution in personal conduct and to become involved in
national defense. It also states:

The Federal government and the laws of this
country will give protection to our parents as
long as they are law—-abiding. Those who have been
under suspicion may be apprehended temporarily
until their status is clarified. But there is

no fear of concentration camps for the Issei

as a whole at this time. (JACL Archives 12/7/41.)

It is unclear whether the National Headquarters was
commenting in reaction to the FBI pick-ups of Issei on the
so-called ABC lists or if it had some prior indication that
such temporary apprehensions might occur.

DEFENSE COMMITTEES FORMED BY JACL

In the three major cities on the West Coast, Los
Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle, we see JACL members
forming defense committees within their local chapters or
regional district councils. In Los Angeles, the Southern
District Council of the JACL formed the Anti-Axis Committee.
In Seattle and San Francisco, they were called Emergency
Defense Councils.

ANTI-AXIS COMMITTEE--LOS ANGELES

The Anti-Axis Committee was formed on December 7,
1941 and had their first recorded meeting on December 8,
1941. The Minutes to said meeting outline a purpose of
pledging "the facilities of our entire organization and our
individual services to our government in this great crisis"
as well as "unequivocal repudiation of Japan" and "common
objective of an American victory." (JACL Archives.) Its
objectives were three-fold: "to cooperate with all national,
state and local government agencies in their program in this
emergency; coordinate citizen and alien activities; [and]
get fair treatment for loyal Americans." (Ibid.) The
committees' Executive Board members were made up of men,
many of whose names have appeared in other contexts, most



notably as so-called or alleged FBI informants prior to and
during camp. The chairman, at this point, was Fred Tayama.
Executive Secretary was Kay Sugahara. The Board members
were John Ando, Dr. Ishimaru, Frank Ishii, George Inagaki,
Ken Matsumoto, Masao Satow and Togo Tanaka. Also present at
this meeting, among assorted local government officials was
Lt. Commander Kenneth Ringle of the 11th Naval District.

The Minutes contain a statement which was aired on the
radio on December 7 at 11 p.m. by the Coordinating Committee
for National Defense of the Southern District Council. It
reads as follows:

We are all Americans pledged to the defense of
the United States. Any disloyal act or word by
any Japanese or American citizen of Japanese
descent harms the United States. . .As Americans
we now function as counterespionage. Any act or
word prejudicial to the United States committed by
any Japanese must be warned and reported to the
FBI, Naval Intelligence, Sheriff's Office, and
local police. Any menace to the security of our
country must be thoroughly and completely wiped
out. [Signed, Joe Masaoka, Chairman, Coordinating
Committee for National Defense.] (JACL Archives,
Anti-Axis Minutes, 12/8/41 p.3.)

Later, the Southern District Council sent a telegran,
dated February 16, 1942, to Attorney General Francis Biddle.
It read, "we have cooperated with all Federal Agencies in
apprehending subversives and have actually become informants
for the FBI." (NA, RG 146, Entry 13, Box 782, Section 3,
2/14/42-2/16/42, Courtesy Aiko Herzig.)

ANTI-AXIS MINUTES REVIEWED

A review of the Anti-Axis Committee's literature and
Minutes is quite illuminating. Both the Huntington Library
and the JARP collection at UCLA's University Research
Library-Special Collections possess copies.

The Anti-Axis Committee's Archives begin with a Bulle-
tin, titled "Japanese American Citizens League Anti-Axis
Committee of the Southern District Council." The Bulletin
outlines the Committee's purpose, objectives and program,
which were previously cited in this chapter. The Bulletin
contains a "statement by Chairman Fred Tayama" which reads
as follows:

The United States is at war with the Axis. We
shall do all in our power to help wipe out
vicious totalitarian enemies. Every man is
either friend or foe. We shall investigate and



turn over to authorities all who by word or
act consort with the enemies. (JARP Collection
#2010, Box 310, SC-URL-UCILA.)

The Bulletin ends with notification that copies would
be sent to the FBI, Naval Intelligence, Army Intelligence,
local and state elected officials, and veterans' organiza-
tions.

The leaflet or Bulletin was also printed into Japanese.
An accompanying English translation of the Japanese text
indicates that the leaflet was "widely distributed through-
out the Japanese Community in December, 1941 following
outbreak of Japanese-American War". (Ibid.) The Japanese
version of the leaflet, unlike the English version, listed
by name all 50 of the Anti-Axis Committee members.
Included are men such as Ken Matsumoto, George Inagaki, Joe
Masaoka, Togo Tanaka, Lyle Kurisaki, Kay Sugahara, Fred
Tayama, and Kiyoshi Higashi.

A chronology of log for Monday, December 8, 1941
indicates that courtesy calls were paid to Mayor Fletcher
Brown, US Attorney William Fleet Palmer, and US Postmaster
Mary Briggs. The ensuing notation reads "Anti-Axis Committee
authorized to control daily vernaculars by authority of US
Attorney and US Post Office." (Ibid, Box 310.)

The notation for Thursday, December 11, 1941 reads that
"It. Commander K.D. Ringle (at closed meeting) before
representatives of the Agricultural Dept., Treasury Dept.,
and Officials of the wholesale market, endorsed JACL leader-
ship and express full confidence in them." According to the
Minutes, this resulted in restoration of normal operations
at the Market. The next significant action took place on
Monday, December 15, 1941, when the "[p]ublic relations
committee represented by Fred Tayama, Kay Sugahara, Masao
Satow and Ken Matsumoto met FBI Chief Hood and offered our
services. Special vigilance committee will be formed by
Lyle Kurisaki to cooperate with FBI throughout Southland."
(Ibid, Box 310.)

on Tuesday, December 16, 1941 at 8:00 pm, the log
indicates a meeting of the LA County Council of the American
Legion. Fred Tayama spoke on behalf of the Anti-Axis
Committee. Points three and four of the summary of Tayama's
remarks before some 2000 Legionaries gives an insight into
the frame of mind of the Committee members.

3. Keynote of the duration of this war must be
constant vigilance against any subversive or
subterfuge activity among issei and nisei to
defeat our greatest opportunity to prove our
stand.



4. The Japanese American Citizens Leagque has
complete control of our community and has earned
the right to lead the community affairs.
Recognition of our loyalty by governmental
officials in this area is unprecedented [sic]

in present emergency. (Ibid)

The next Anti- Axis document is a directory of the
membership with the areas of responsibility highlighted.
There was an Executive Board, led by Chairman Fred Tayama,
Executive Secretary Kay Sugahara, and Coordinator Masao
Satow. There were a number of committees such as the
"control of the vernacular press Committee", headed by Dr.
T.G. Ishimaru. This Committee's duties were "to keep close
- check in the vernacular newspapers to see that all the
content of the newspapers are entirely in accord with the
spirit of national defense." This committee derived its
powers from US Attorney William Fleet Palmer and Postmaster
Mary Briggs. The Intelligence Committee, which did not
identify a chairman, was "to investigate all cases where
loyalty to America is questioned. This committee is working
in cooperation with the Federal Bureau of Investigation."
There was also a Family Welfare Committee. We shall read
later in Togo Tanaka's words that intelligence work pre-
empted much of the welfare activity.

The Anti-Axis Committee Archives also include actual
Minutes of meetings. From the Minutes of the December 12,
1941 meeting we read that under the heading of Kibei:

Lyle Kurisaki, Robbin Kaneko, Masao Igasaki and
Ken Matsumoto meet with the Kibei
representatives Ted Okamoto and Akira Itami.
The members reported that the Kibei were very
confused and skeptical and were quite
undecided about the present situation.
Chairman Fred Tayama will call a general
meeting of all Kibei for the purpose of
explaining that in this critical time we are
to stand together and if not the names will
have to be turned over to the Federal
Authorities. (Ibid, Box 310.)

The report of the Intelligence Committee indicated
that Lyle Kurisaki was the Chairman and that the committee
would "look into matters that have any casts of suspicion."
(Ibid.)

That the Anti-Axis Committee was involved in working
with Intelligence Agencies is clear from its own minutes.
That this intelligence activity characterized and "worked to
minimize, if not eliminate the welfare activities of the
Committee" was the assessment of Togo Tanaka. And finally,
that the Anti-Axis Committee, and hence, intelligence



activity was the only active expression of the JACL in Los
Angeles is admitted in the December 13, 1941 Minutes. "The
Anti-Axis Committee being in this emergency the only active
unit of the Japanese American citizens League, we are
temporarily absorbing the entire expense of the Los Angeles
and Southern District Council Office." (Ibid.)

ACTIONS AND IMPACT OF ANTI-AXIS COMMITTEE

What the eventual impact of the formation and actions
of the Anti-Axis Committee were might best be understood
through the eyes of JACL's unofficial historian, Togo
Tanaka.

The other influence which produced a clash of
opinion within the JACL leadership and worked

to minimize, if not eliminate, the "welfare"
activities of the organization found expression
in the formation of new committees which would
report to federal and other authorities "acts
and utterances of disloyalty" on the part of
members of the Japanese community. This influence
tended to vociferously denounce this [sic?] Issei
as a group unworthy of American trust. The
example of Southern California JACL behavior
appears to have been an extreme case but is
illustrative. (Tanaka, "History of JACL"

File T 6.25, Ch.IV p.32, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

According to Tanaka, during the aftermath of Pearl
Harbor and with the appearances of committees like that of
the JACL's Anti-Axis, the impact of one man in particular
would be felt strongly in the Los Angeles area. The out-
break of war would mark the return and ascension of one
Tokutaro Nishimura Slocum, more commonly known as Tokie
Slocum. (Ibid.) In fact, Tanaka would imply that he personal-
1y had felt Slocum's impact in a way which temporarily
placed him behind bars.

on December 8, he [Slocum] had reclaimed a
throne position in the disorganized structures of
Japanese community activity by sitting in the
council sessions of the newly organized Anti-
Axis Committee and purging it of his "enemies."
The Committee originally had come into existence
the evening of December 7 under the auspices of
the Rafu Shimpo. Both the publisher and English
Editor [Tanaka] of that publication, unfriendly to
Slocum before the war, on December 8 were in
protective custody, arrested by the FBI. (Ibid
p-34.)



While Tanaka would be released by the authorities, he
continued to suspect Slocum was his accuser. One must
wonder about the legitimacy of others who were likewise
unfriendly to Slocum and found themselves among the jailed
after Pearl Harbor. This experience undoubtedly colored
Tanaka's perspective on the issue of Japanese American
"intelligence work."

Slocum was the logical choice of the group to
direct the activities which he described as
"intelligence " work in the Japanese community.
Members of the Anti-Axis Committee were charged
with the task assigned by Slocum of turning in
written reports about "disloyal and subversive"
acts. The JACL had become an instrument of spying
within the Japanese community. Meetings were held
at which Army and Navy Intelligence officers
invited the support of the group; questions most
frequently raised by the JACL leaders attending
was, "How can we know what is suspicious?" And
the answer usually given was "When a man has been
living and spending beyond his means, something
may be fishy." American Legion and V.F.W.
officials spoke to the Anti-Axis Committee, on
occasion denouncing the Issei and especially

the Central Japanese Association, and close
contacts were maintained with the FBI. (Ibid,
p.35.)

All of this is not to say that there was anything to
"spy" on. Slocum himself would complain that no names were
being turned in by the group. (Ibid.) As a matter of fact,
the Committee's lack of success can be corroborated by
another,equally unpopular member of the group, Ken
Matsumoto. In his report of activities for the National
Board in March of 1942, Matsumoto summarized the month of
December 1941 as follows:

Participated the formation of the Anti-Axis
Committee of the Southern District Council JACL.
Almost from the outset, the position of the
Vice-President as a member of the Committee,

was a most precarious and unpopular one...

The almost immediate downfall of the Anti-Axis
Committee may be pointed to the inability of
the local leadership gathered for the purpose to
appreciate the significance of far reaching
objectives particularly in these times.
(Minutes, JACL Special Bd Meeting, SF, Mar 8-10,
1942, First Session, p.5.)

Regardless of its effectiveness, the consequences of
the Slocum-led Anti-Axis Committee actions, the participa-
tion in its activities by high level JACL Southern District



Council and local chapter personnel and the fact that the
Anti-Axis Committee used the office formerly used by the LA
JACL chapter, "earned for the known Nisei leadership of the
community the reputation of being "inu" [stool pigeon] in
the months preceding mass evacuation orders."(Tanaka,
"History of the JACL", File T 6.25, Ch. IV, p-.-35, JERS,
Bancroft Library.) Tanaka wrote in his Documentary Reports
at Manzanar that "[t]he only newspaper publicity which the
JACL received at this time--in the metropolitan press--dealt
with the spy detection activities of the Anti-Axis Commit-
tee. This had the effect of confirming in the minds of the
Japanese--both Issei & Nisei--that the JACL was witch-
hunting among its own people." (Tanaka, "Manzanar Riot,"
January 29, 1943, p.9, File O 7.50, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

Tanaka also kept a journal of events from December 2, 1941
to April 3, 1942. The entry for 1/9/42 reads as follows:

Conversation in the Nakamura barber shop on

East First Street between San Pedro and Los
Angeles Streets this noon seemed typical of
growing Issei resentment against the Anti-

Axis Committee and the JACL which it

represents. There is already considerable
suspicion that the Anti-Axis Committee is an
"inu" (dog) organization; there is, it seems

to me, tremendous growing resentment against
unfair "finger pointing" resulting in the

arrest and detention of men whose families

(sic) insist are completely innocent and will be
exonerated. (Tanaka,"Journal" File A 17.07, JERS,
Bancroft Library.)

It did not help matters that Tokie Slocum would repeatedly
proclaim in public gatherings and meetings and to any who
would listen:

...on December 7 night, I went over the top
again, leading my buddies of the Federal

Bureau of Investigation and the Naval
Intelligence to arrest the Central Japanese
Association leaders. . . I was personally
responsible for the arrest of the Central
Japanese Association members who are today in the
safekeeping of the FBI. (Tanaka, "Journal"
12/2/41-4/3/42; 1/11/42, p.3, JERS, Bancroft
Library.)

Slocum would make these statements before the family
members of those arrested in the CJA and would continue to,
well into his camp experience at Manzanar. The "inu" label
would follow Slocum and those JACL leaders around him into
the relocation centers. According to Tanaka, actions such



as Slocum‘s and other vociferous members of the Anti-Axis
Committee

discredited the JACL as a force for communlty
leadershlp among both Issei and Nisei. By a
twist of irony, many JACL leaders were Nisei
whose parents had been rounded up in the FBI
raids and the aggressive, vocal utterances of
Slocum and others emphasizing the "vital
importance of anti-esplonage work" fell for
the most part on.deaf, if not resentful ears,
even within JACL ranks.“ (Tanaka, "History of
JACL" File T 6.25, Ch.IV, p.36, JERS, Bancroft
Library.)

In his sharply critical article entitled "The Nisei
Assume Power: The JACL, 1941-1942," author Paul Spickard
informs us that one of the early actlons of the Anti-Axis
Committee was to send "Fred Tayama to a meeting of Kibei who
had begqun to form an organization less enthusiastically
patriotic than the JACL. Tayama demanded that the Kibei
cooperate with the JACL or he would turn their names over to
the FBI. The Kibei had little choice but to acquiesce."
(Spickard, "Nisei Assume Power" Pacific Historical Review
52:2, May 1983, p. 159.) We will see that Tayama eventually
would partlclpate in turning over the entire Kibei member-
ship list in any event.

Peter Irons also chronicles the formation and activi-
ties of the Anti-Axis Committee in Justice at War. In fact,
Irons characterizes its activities as "formal collaboration
with the FBI soon after Pearl Harbor."

Two weeks later, a Committee delegation

met with Richard Hood, who directed the

FBI's Los Angeles Office. Hood chided his
visitors for their earlier reluctance to
"furnish any specific derogatory information
concerning any organization or individual."

. « « Members of the Anti-Axis Committee admitted
the truth of this reproof but assured Hood that
"they were now willing to inform on all
individuals who appeared to be a danger to this
country."

Over the next month the Committee met frequently
with Hood and his staff and furnished the FBI
with detailed information. In a report to J.
Edgar Hoover on January 20, 1942, Hood listed a
dozen "ardent supporters of the Japanese cause"
fingered by the Anti-Axis Committee. This list
included Kaoru Akashi, director of the

Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry in
Los Angeles. "A presidential warrant has been
requested for the apprehension of this



individual," Hood noted to Hoover. Committee
members also turned over to Hood the membership
list of the Kibei Division of the Los Angeles JACL
and the names of "pro-Japanese" Kibei leaders.
JACL leaders joined the Anti-Axis Committee in
providing information to the FBI , and "expressed
no objection" to Hood's intention to share this
material with other intelligence agencies. (Irons,
Justice at War, pp. 79-80.)

Irons, as have many other authors, attributed Fred
Tayama's beating at Manzanar as the "heavy price for his
role as a government informer." (Ibid, p. 80.)

Review of the Hood to Hoover memo confirms that 1)
there was a December 19, 1941 meeting between the LA field
office of the FBI and the Anti-Axis Committee; 2) the prior
reluctance to inform on the part of individuals underwent a
change of heart as a result of Pearl Harbor; 3) frequent
conferences were held between the FBI and Anti-Axis Commit-
tee; 4) members of the Committee had provided information
which led to the arrests of several individuals; 5) members
of JACL felt that the Kibei were thenlost dangerous group:;
6) accordingly, the membership lists of the Kibei Division
for LA and San Pedro were turned over; 7) more names were
turned over; 8) the various intelligence agencies could
share Anti-Axis' information. (NA, RG 220, Records of CWIRC,
Box 8, Numerical File 7933-9213, File 8705a-8999.)

Contrast these assessments of the Anti-Axis Committee
with that of National Vice-President Ken Matsumoto's recap
before the National Board of the JACL. "...[O]ur entire
efforts were devoted to intelligence work and some public
relations." (Minutes, JACL Special Board Meeting, SF, Mar
8-10, 1942, First Session, p. 5.)

EMERGENCY DEFENSE COUNCIL --SEATTLE

James Sakamoto, one of the founders of the JACL and
National President of the organization from 1936-1938, was
one of its leaders in the Pacific Northwest. It was Sakamoto
who, soon after Pearl Harbor, formed the Emergency Defense
Council of what was then called the Seattle Progressive
citizens' Leaque. This was the Seattle chapter of the JACL
with its earlier moniker. (Ichioka, "Sakamoto and the Japa-
nese Courier", Amerasia Journal 13:2, 1986-87, pp.54,74.)

Within this Council, a special committee was
formed "to cooperate with the F.B.I." to report
"subversive activities in the Community."
Sakamoto notified the FBI that the Emergency
Defense Council was prepared to "co-operate



in any way with your office" and "to do our
share in the prosecution of the war to a
victorious end." (Ibid p.74.)

This is confirmed by another account of what occurred
in Seattle after Pearl Harbor.

An Emergency Defense Council was created within
the JACL, its purpose being to cooperate closely
with the Seattle Ccivilian Defense Control Offices.
. . An important branch of the Emergency Council
was its "intelligence corp" that was to cooperate
directly under the supervision of the FBI, and it
was an openly stated fact that Clarence Arai was
the chief of this bureau. (Miyamoto, "The Seattle
JACL and its Role in Evacuation," File 6.24, p.10,
JERS, Bancroft Library.)

A week after Sakamoto established the Council at a
regular meeting of the Seattle Progressive Citizens' Leagque,
Sakamoto, as chairman of the Emergency Defense Council,
addressed the members present. He "spoke on the progress of
the Defense Council and urged each member to volunteer his
support in any way possible to prove his loyalty to Ameri-
ca." (JACL Archives, Minutes SPCL 12/19/41 p.1.) He then
introduced the various chairmen of working committees within
the Council.

Mrs. Clarence Arai--Red Cross

George Ishihara--Civilian Defense

Clarence Arai--Federal Bureau of Investigation
Takeo Nogaki--Federal Reserve Bank

Ichiro Motosaka--US Defense Bonds and Stamps
Toshio Hoshida--Fiscal Agent

Secretary of the Council and Publicity--Bill
Hosokawa

Did the Emergency Defense Council conduct it activities
similarly to those of the Anti-Axis Committee? Sakamoto's
subsequent testimony before the Tolan Committee in February
of 1942 gives some indications that they did.

I know definitely that our organization, both
locally and nationally, has, let us say, "turned
in" people whom we thought should be checked into
...We have been working chiefly among the
Japanese, and we have repeatedly stated at our
meetings that it is our loyal duty to ferret
out those among us who are disloyal, because our
interest must be for America first, and secondly
for ourselves. (Ichioka, "Sakamoto and the
Japanese American Courier" Amerasia Journal 13:2,
1986-87, p.74.)
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The Emergency Defense Council did turn over individuals
according to WRA records also. Ruth Mckee's "History of the
WRAY" states that:

on December 12, under the leadership of the

JACL in Seattle (the place of the Leagque's
origin, in 1930) the Emergency Defense Council
was organized. This group formed a civilian
protection corps, a Red Cross Corps, a National
Defense Stamp Campaign Corps, and an
intelligence unit. This Council was active from
the day of its organization, and the intelligence
unit worked closely with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation during the round-up of
subversives. In other coastal cities, the JACL
collaborated with the FBI, ONI, and MIS.

(NA, RG 210 Entry 3 Box 3, File "McKee,
Ruth-History of WRA, pp 1-130, Pearl Harbor

to June 30, 1944, p. 30.)

One further item of note on the Emergency Defense
Council is found in a statement signed by James Sakamoto and
forwarded to the Secretary of State by William Hosokawa on
January 23, 1942. The cover letter by Hosokawa is on
Emergency Defense Council letterhead and lists Hosokawa as
Secretary. Since Sakamoto had gone blind some years back,
we must assume that the lion's share of the paperwork by the
Council was performed by Hosokawa under Sakamoto's direc-
tion. However, returning to Sakamoto's statement, he
proclaims:

We are actively cooperating now with the
authorities to uncover all subversive activity in
our midst, and if need be we are ready to stand
as protective custodians over our parent
generatlon to guard against danger to the United
States arising from their midst. (NA, RG 220,
Records of the CWIRC, Numerical File ___, F11e
5386a-87, Courtesy Alko Herzig and Michi Weglyn.)

Thus, in addition to their informing duties, the
Defense Council offered to be trustees and custodians of the
Issei. This manifests a considerable commitment to the U.S.
at the possible expense of the parent generation.

IMPERIAL COUNTY CITIZENS WELFARE COMMITTEE

The Imperial County Citizens Welfare Committee, spon-
sored by the Brawley Chapter of the JACL was an organization
along the same lines as the Anti-Axis Committee and the
Emergency Defense Council. Their stated purposes, objec-
tives, and programs are similar to that of the Anti-Axis
Committee. "We shall investigate and turn over to

11



authorities all who by word or act consort with the ene-
mies." (NA, RG 210, Entry 16 Box 137, Subject Files 21.012,
File #1 "April to June 1942".) It is interesting to note
that the Executive Secretary of the Committee was Kay
Nishimura, who later will be a key figure in the Poston
incident. Additionally, Lyle Kurisaki was a member of the
advisory board of the Committee. He, too, was caught up in
events at Poston.

Whether Nishimura ever "turned over " anyone to the
authorities is mentioned in passing in an Army Intelligence
G-2 report. "The same source mentioned above also cited the
incident when Kay Ishimura [sic], said to be a former FBI
informant from El Centro was beaten up. (NA,RG 338 Entry 1
Box 12, File 323.3 Colorado River, Parker.)

Lyle Kurisaki was likewise beaten up at the Poston
Camp. An Office of Naval Intelligence Report quotes from a
letter of a confidential informant inside that camp. The
source reveals that "Kay was attacked but was not
hurt...Several days later, Lyle Kurisaki was attacked in his
apartment." The Naval Intelligence Officer then writes:

The person referred to as "Kay" in line three

of the above-quoted letter, is known to be Kay
Nishimura, who supplied valuable information to
the United States Naval Intelligence and Federal
Bureau of Investigation representatives at El
Centro, California, and who cooperated with those
representatives in the translation of Japanese
documents and papers. Lyle Kurisaki referred to
in line six of the above-quoted letter, is known
to be Lyle Kurisaki who furnished valuable infor-
mation to the representatives of the United States
Naval Intelligence and Federal Bureau of
Investigation at El Centro, California. (NA, RG
220 Records of CWIRC, Box __ , Numerical File ___
File Number 26892-26899, U.S. Naval Intelligence
Service, 11th ND, Investigative Report, December
7, 1942, Courtesy Aiko Herzig.)

The valuable information which Nishimura and Kurisaki
provided the ONI and FBI was undoubtedly through the Imperi-
al County Citizens Welfare Committee. The Committee had
offices in Brawley and El Centro according to their letter-
head. These intelligence reports confirm that the Committee
carried out Point three of its stated program to "turn over
to authorities all who by word or act consort with the
enemies." (NA, RG 210 Entry 16, Box 137, Subject Files
21.012, File #1, "April to June 1942.")
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IC. Response to Various Military Orders, Curfew

The response of one JACL chapter to the various mili-
tary orders was reported after the fact by an assistant
Community Analyst while interned at Poston. Paul Higashi
wrote about the Monterey Peninsula Japanese in the Community
Analysis Section Report for Poston.

During the evacuation, this JACL chapter acquired
a disputable reputation amongst the people. It is
reported that the JACL leaders were the first to
leave Monterey for inland districts, thus exposing
the residents to turmoil. They were left without
an influential body to iron out the difficulties
that arose during those trying periods. (Rept.
No.60, March 16, 1945, p.3, Poston Rept. Officer,
File J 1.85, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

Higashi's reference to the report that JACL leaders left for
inland district would place this sometime during the volun-
tary evacuation period but prior to the freeze order,

which then eliminated travel out of the restricted zones.

In another part of California, we see that shortly
after the March 11, 1942 establishment of the WCCA and the
voluntary relocation period, the Imperial County Citizens
Welfare Committee wrote to Attorney General Francis Biddle.
In a letter dated March 17, 1942, Shigeo Imamura, Executive
Chairman requested group evacuation on behalf of close to
1600 Japanese residents, under the auspices of some organ-
ization like the JACL.

As a result of a recent survey taken by our
offices, we find that out of the approximate 1600
Japanese residents both citizen and alien, the
majority would like to evacuate in a group under
some recognized organization such as the Japanese
American Citizens League. (NA, RG 210 Entry 16
Box 137, Subject Files 21.012 File #1 "April to
June 1942.")

SUICIDE BATTALION AND HOSTAGES

For lack of a better place to discuss this topic, it
will be addressed here. Both Michi Weglyn and Richard
Drinnon refer to the suggestion by Nisei leaders to form a
"suicide battalion" with family members serving as "hostag-
es" to stave off the impending evacuation of Japanese
Americans. (Weglyn, Years of Infamy, Morrow:New York, 1976,
p. 38; Drinnon, Keeper of Concentration Camps, Univ. of
Ccalif:Berkeley, 1987, p.77.) The actual source of this
suggestion was Mike Masaoka himself. In his "Final Report",
written on April 22, 1944, Masaoka writes:




Two ideas which we seriously considered at that
time illustrate to what extremes we Japanese
Americans were willing to go to safeguard our
homes and associations. One was to form a
volunteer "suicide battalion" which would go
anywhere to spearhead the most dangerous missions.
To assure the skeptics that the members of the
"suicide battalion" would remain loyal, if such
guarantees were necessary to quell the objections
of the professional agitators of the west, the
families and friends of the volunteers would place
themselves in the hands of the government as
"hostages." When this idea was informally
discussed with a high military official, we were
informed that it was not the practice of the
government to require "hostages" or to sponsor
such "suicide battalions." (Masaoka, "Final
Report", 4/22/44, Insert 3, after p.53, File

T 6.15, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

Was this the genesis of the 442nd Regimental Combat
Team? Michi Weglyn thought so. "Though Masaoka's brash
proposal was summarily rejected at the time, it would be
later reconsidered and implemented by the military, notwith-
standing their initial insistence that America did not
believe in the concept of hostages or of a segregated
battallon--except of course, for blacks." (Weglyn, Years of
Infam Morrow:New York, 1976, p. 38)



ID. The Decision to Cooperate with Evacuation

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF EVACUATION

The issue of JACL's prior knowledge of evacuation and
possible role in requesting such governmental action is not
a new issue. Like the other issues in this report, it has
long been rumored that the JACL asked for evacuation, that
the organization knew about it in advance and either did
nothing to prevent it .or worked only for their own self-in-
terest. Most recently, these rumors have seen new light
through the writings of James M. Omura, wartime English
editor of the Rocky Shimpo and longtime thorn in the side of
JACL. In his multi-part essay on the autobiography, They
call Me Moses Masaoka and the JACL which appeared in the Vox
Populi Column of the Rafu Shimpo in April of 1989, Omura
raises the issue of prior knowledge by the JACL of evacua-
tion. For his support, Omura refers to a taped interview of
lLee Murata. The relevant portions read roughly as follows:

That was when brother Mike came out, needed
financial backing to combat the public. . .

The time I'm referring to when Mike come

out 1940, before the declaration of war,

before Pearl Harbor, 1939, could've been

spring '39, we were warned from Mike, that

we should be thinking about possibilities,

what could take place in the event of war...
conditions tense...prepare ourselves--with

this mind of thinking, people in the area,

the young people, we made a trip through

the state, through the eastern part of the

state warning people, take care of belongings
get papers, whatever necessary, legal documents in
order to be looking for the worse--possibility
of evacuation possibility of being put into
concentration camps--limited to traveling, funds
frozen, all those things brought out to our
group at one time, Mike came out and warned us.
Denver? I don't know. Don't know when he spoke
to Denver group-- to our group in Lupton, he come
out and and forewarned us of the possibilities of
outcome in event of war and s well as I could
try to explain it myself, I made the trip
through Ft. Morgan Hills, Atwood, Cedrick Hills,
of the results of the outcome of war, in the
event of war...(inaudible)...This was before the
war, before Pearl Harbor-1939, early 40, maybe
cause I make the trip late 40, early 41 'cause

I made the trip-- they were through harvesting,
maybe getting ready for spring, don't remember
anymore. These are the possibilities and these
are the something that JACL are concerned about.



With that thinking, made the trip to inform
about the possibilities. (Oral History Tape, Lee
Murata, Buddhist Church Lounge, Denver, CO Box
394, Tape 249, Counter Number 536-600, JARP
Collection, UCLA.)

During the course of this interview, the interviewer,
Joe Grant Masaoka tries to clarify with Murata whether in
fact it was Joe Grant and not Mike Masaoka and whether it
was after Pearl Harbor that the described events took place.
While Murata's response seems confused when it comes to
placing the precise date and year, Murata was certain that
it was Mike Masaoka, that he spoke before Pearl Harbor, that
a concern over evacuation and camps was voiced and that as a
result, Murata himself went on a speaking tour to carry
warnings eastward. The tape of Murata, of course, can be
explained away as the reminiscences of a confused mind.
However, while a listener could conclude that there was
confusion on the dates, there was no confusion in the
interview about Masaoka's message and presence.

This tape by itself would not amount to much in the way
of support for Omura's contentions. However, taken along
with an even more puzzling document referred to by Omura in
Part Three of his "Debunking JACL Fallacies", one must pause
to consider. On February 9, 1942, ten days prior to
Roosevelt's issuance of Executive Order 9066, Attorney
General Francis Biddle wrote a memorandum to his assistant
James Rowe. The heading read MEMORANDUM FOR ROWE. It
states:

Please note the attached memorandum from Mr.
Hoover to the effect that the Japanese-American
Citizens' League want us to evacuate its members
and alien parents. I think we should begin
exploring with Mr. McNutt the possibility of
having some refugee camps for the Japs, which we
will need.
(initialed) FB
Francis Biddle
Attorney General
(Dept. of Justice Memos,
File A 7.01, JERS,
Bancroft Library.)

The file did not contain a copy of the accompanying
memo from Hoover. Without the Hoover memo, it would be
unwise to jump to any conclusions solely on this memorandum.
It is possible that the memo refers to a number of voluntary
relocation proposals which were being offered for considera-
tion such as the Maryknoll Church proposal of relocating
some Japanese Americans to an area outside of St. Louis.
James Sakamoto had proposed a Model City Relocation plan at
the Tolan Committee Hearings. However, the language is plain



about JACL requesting evacuation. Likewise the date places
any such request well before Executive Order 9066, and well
before the Tolan Committee Hearings in the West Coast.

a further argument against this memo referring to the
Maryknoll or Model City/Sakamoto proposal is the reference
to the need for "refugee camps." The Maryknoll proposal had
a location in mind, outside of the city of St. Louis.
Likewise, refugee camps seem inconsistent with the Model
City proposed by Sakamoto in his Tolan Hearing testimony.

DECEMBER 7, 1941

In order to examine the decision of the JACL to cooper-
ate with evacuation, it would be helpful to examine the
foundation laid for the general concept of cooperation by
the organization. With such an understanding, the decision
on cooperating with evacuation may be seen in its proper
perspective.

Oon December 7, 1941, following news of the attack on
Pearl Harbor, both the National Office of the JACL and
National President Saburo Kido, dispatched telegrams to
President Roosevelt and other government officials. Both
contain statements offering the organization's cooperation.

We pledge our services unreservedly to the
officials and authorities of our country...

The National Headquarters of the League has been
collaborating with the officials in the National
defense program and is now re-urging members...
to cooperate in every way with the civic and
federal authorities. (JACL Archives, Press
Release, 12/7/41.)

...1in this solemn hour we pledge our fullest
cooperation to you, Mr. President, and to our
country...we are ready and prepared to expend
every effort to repel this invasion together with
our fellow Americans. (Hosokawa, JACL:In Quest

of Justice, Morrow:New York 1982, pp.130-1l.)

In the immediate aftermath of Pearl Harbor, public
opinion, or at least public-official opinion, had not yet
been roused and directed against Japanese Americans.
However, in the beginning months of 1942, as public opinion
turned into public hysteria and fear, the call for evacua-
tion of the citizen children along with the alien parents
arose.

MEETING WITH GOVERNOR OLSON



On February 6, 1942, California Governor Culbert Olson
had a meeting with members of the Japanese community whom he
had summoned to the State Capitol himself. Among those
present were Saburo Kido, National President of JACL; Mike
Masaoka, National Secretary; Ken Matsumoto, National Vice-
President; Walter Tsukamoto, past-President of the National
JACL; Togo Tanaka, English Editor of the Rafu Shimpo and
Publicity Chair of the National JACL. among the others were
members of other Japanese organizations and individuals from
around the state.

At this meeting, the Governor made a statement to the
effect that the Japanese, both national and citizens, should
be prepared to move out of the area at any time. After he
concluded his statements, he then wanted to hear "attitudes
and willingness to cooperate." One by one, those present
gave their comments. Ken Matsumoto spoke to the effect that
Japanese American citizen should be treated like any other
citizens, with the Governor expressing dissatisfaction to
such "reluctance." Similarly, Saburo Kido also felt that
Japanese Americans should not be singled out and that their
citizenship rights should be respected. The Governor was
able to extract a vague commitment to cooperate from Walter
Tsukamoto, although he too emphasized recognition for
Japanese American citizenship rights. Mike Masaoka urged
recognition for the distinction between American citizens
and enemy aliens as well as the need to have the "active
cooperation”" and "voluntary support" from those being moved.
The remaining individuals basically reiterated the comments
of the four previous speakers. After the meeting, there was
the increasing fear that evacuation would come to pass.
(Tanaka, "Journal" 12/2/41-4/3/42, File A 17.07; 2/6/42
pp.3-4, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

TOLAN COMMITTEE

In hearings held before the Select Committee Investi-
gating National Defense Migration, House of Representatives,
77th Congress, during the latter part of February through
the beginning of March 1942, JACL representatives in San
Francisco, Seattle and Los Angeles, appeared and testified
on the issue of evacuation.

Mike Masaoka, as National Secretary and Field Executive
of the JACL, submitted a prepared statement into the record
of the Tolan Committee Hearings. The portion on Evacuation
follows:

-..With any policy of evacuation definitely

arising from reasons of military necessity and
national safety, we are in complete agreement.
As American citizens, we cannot and should not



take any other stand. But, also, as American
citizens believing in the integrity of our
citizenship; we feel that any evacuation
enforced on grounds violating that integrity
should be opposed.

If, in the judgment of military and Federal
authorities, evacuation of Japanese residents from
the West Coast is a primary step toward assuring
the safety of this Nation, we will have no
hesitation in complying with the necessities
implicit in that judgment. But, if, on the other
hand, such evacuation is primarily a measure
whose surface urgency cloaks the desires of
political or other pressure groups who want us to
leave merely from motives of self-interest, we
feel that we have every right to protest and to
demand equitable judgment on our merits as
American citizens. (Tolan Committee Hearings, Part
29, San Francisco, February 21 and 23, 1942;
11137.)

Thus in his statement, Masaocka agreed to cooperation on
evacuation if it was deemed a military necessity. On the
other hand, he did object to evacuation on the grounds that
a discriminatory motive would be contrary to the rights of
American citizens. Masaoka continued with recommendations
on policy and procedure in the event of evacuation.

Shortly after the San Francisco Hearings were complet-
ed, hearings were held in Seattle and Portland, on February
26, 28, and March 2, 1942. James Sakamoto, founder and
past-National President of the JACL testified. He ex-
pressed opposition "to the idea of indiscriminate, en masse
evacuation of all citizens and loyal aliens of Japanese
extraction" and emphasized the desire of Japanese Americans
to contribute to the war effort. However, "[i]f, finally,
the decision is that Japanese must go, the committee is
assured of the Japanese Citizens League's complete coopera-
tion in the evacuation movement. Loyalty demands that
orders, no matter what, be obeyed, willingly and efficient-
ly." (Tolan Committee Hearings: Part 30, Portland and
Seattle, February 26,28, March 2, 1942, 11451.) Most notable
in Sakamoto's comments on the issue of evacuation, was his
proposal for a "model city" within the interior of the
nation. (Ibid p._ )

SPECIAL NATIONAL BOARD AND COUNCIL MEETING, JACL, MARCH
8-10, 1942

The Minutes of this emergency meeting of the National Board
and Council in San Francisco reflect the final decisions
made on cooperation with evacuation. The Board Minutes



indicate that Mike Masaoka read a statement of the National
Board on the policy of the JACL regarding evacuation which
did not depart much from his statement to the Tolan Commit-
tee.

l. We are opposed to the principle of evacuation,
unless it is ordered by the military as a national
defense measure and is applied to all persons,
citizens and aliens alike, indiscriminately and
without reference to race, color or creed.

2. If the military authorities believe that
national safety requires the removal of "enemy
aliens" from any regions or areas, we believe
that all "enemy aliens" from all countries with
which the United States is now at war should

be removed, and that no one group or nationality
should be singled out for special attention.

3. If it becomes necessary to remove citizens
from these areas or regions, as designated by the
military, we believe that all citizens should

be treated alike and that no single block of
citizens be singled out for special consideration
or attention.

4. Even though our beliefs may not be recognized
by the military and they should single out the
American citizens of Japanese extraction, as they
have done, for special attention, we believe that,
as good American citizens, we ought to accept the
word of those charged with the responsibility of
national safety and that we should cooperate with
them to the best of our abilities, trusting that
our cooperation will inspire a reciprocal
cooperation on the part of our government in the
humane and reasonable treatment of our mutual
problem. (Minutes, Special Board Meeting, JACL,
March 8-10, 1942, p.4.)

That last phrase in Point Four would be a theme
throughout the comments expressed by JACL leaders in their
meetings with government officials during this special
meeting of the National Board and Council. Saburo Kido made
a comment to that effect to Tom Clark. "It has been our
premise that the more we cooperate with you gentlemen, the
more in turn you will cooperate with us." (Ibid, p. 5 of
Conference.) James Sakamoto also made comments to the same
effect that:

the government is going to cooperate with us to
the fullest extent possible, so now it is up to us
to cooperate with the government agents. To you
people gathered here now...you have a job to do,



go back to your respective communities to get
people working with the government in the
evacuation order." (Ibid, Sixth Session, p.l)

The Special National Council Meeting approved of five
resolutions, one of the most important being, "a resolution
on the evacuation of Nisei as a measure based on military
necessity and not a reflection on their loyalty." The
~“Second key resolution was to the President, and offered him
"our sacred pledge that we will cooperate wholeheartedly in
the evacuation program, and in any and all matters integral
to the defense of our country." (Ibid, Resolutions, pp.
22-3.)

EXPRESSIONS OF INAPPROPRIATE SENTIMENT

After the statement of policy and resolutions for
cooperation came expressions of what many have since consid-
ered to be inappropriate sentiment, given the conditions
facing Japanese Americans in the U.S. On March 8, 1942,
Saburo Kido gave a special message to the assembled dele-
gates of the Emergency National Council Meeting at JACL
National Headquarters in San Francisco. In his closing
remarks Kido told the delegates "let us keep our chins up",
"we are gladly cooperating", "we have been grateful to our
Federal government", "we are glad that we can become wards
of our government", "when we leave our homes, let us leave
with a smiling face and courageous mien."(Ibid, Sixth
Session p.1l.)

Likewise, in Jimmie Sakamoto's comments at the same
meeting, he urged his fellow JACLers, "so now it is up to us
to cooperate with the government loyally and cheerfully."
(Hosokawa, JACL:In Quest of Justice, Morrow:New York, 1982,
p. 158.)

BETTER IN ADMINISTERING THAN OPPOSING EVACUATION?

An examination of the situation in Seattle during
evacuation led Frank Miyamoto to conclude that "it seemed to
me, the JACL was far more efficient in administering the
process of evacuation than in organizing against i5Ey,
(Miyamoto, "The Seattle JACL and its Role in Evacuation",
File T 6.24, p. 26, JERS, Bancroft Library.) Miyamoto
documented the work of the JACL in operating as an interme-
diary between the Japanese and the U.S. Employment Service,
in acting as a clearinghouse for evacuation sales, and most
importantly, in communicating information about evacuation
from government agencies to the community. (Ibid, pp. 24-5.)

The weakness of the JACL in organizing against
evacuation, however, may have had its basis in the



general political stand which it took from
December 7 on...If the JACL was weak in organizing
against evacuation it seems that this weakness
arose from the stand the organization took...

The Nisei were not in a position to condemn
powerful governments in their action against
weaker minorities. oOut of this paradox it

seems, grew the attitude of cooperation with the
Army that prevailed among the JACL leader in
Seattle throughout this period. (Ibid.pp.26-27.)

Consistent with Miyamoto's "The Seattle JACL and its
Role in Evacuation" is an assessment of the JACL by the
District Intelligence Officer from the 13th Naval District
in a confidential report entitled "Japanese Evacuation and
Relocation, in the Thirteenth Naval District (to March 10,
1943)." The Thirteenth Naval District encompasses the
greater Seattle area and Pacific Northwest.

Under the heading of Japanese American Citizens League,
the report indicates the following:

When it became certain that evacuation of the
Japanese was inevitable, the local chapters of
the Japanese American Citizens League seemingly
cooperated wholeheartedly with the designated
evacuation authorities, offering the services of
their members as translators and interpreters
and in Seattle, Washington, loaning their

office at 517 Main Street together with

clerical and stenographic staff, to the

Provost Marshall and his staff and personnel

of the Wartime Civil Control Authority.

With the knowledge and approval of the United
States military authorities in charge of the
evacuation, the Seattle Japanese American
Citizens League prepared, along military

lines, an organization known as the "Evacuee
Administration Headquarters", that was to be

in charge of the internal administration

of the Puyallup Assembly, under the Caucasian
staff of the Wartime Civil Control Administration.
(NA, RG 210 Entry 17 Box 2, File "Office of Naval
Intelligence",pp.5-6.)

Since the rest of the report goes into the relationship
between prominent JACL figures and the WCCA personnel at
Puyallup, this avenue of examination will re-emerge in
Section II B-Relationship with War Relocation Authority and

Other Governmental Agencies.

However, it is quite clear from this excerpt what was
the degree of cooperation offered by the Seattle JACL in




response to evacuation and in their efforts to facilitate
rather than oppose it.

BRANDING ISSUE

During the Special Emergency Meeting of the JACL held
in San Francisco, Mike Masaoka makes a statement, which, if
truly ascribable to him, is outrageous and shocking. In the
Report on Conditions in Distant States, a number of dele-
gates report on the situation in the mid-west. Near the end
of the session, Masaoka gives his report.

Mr. Mike Masaoka, reported on conditions in
Wyoming, Nebraska, Colorado, and Montana.

At the Tolan hearing, to fifteen telegrams

sent to governors, nine answered. Eight

were in the negative and one qualified.

This state was Colorado. Colorado, Wyoming
Nebraska and Montana will take Japanese,

but the government must guarantee adequate
protection. He recommends one of the three
following methods:

1. Be put into Labor Concentration camps to be-
farmed out to large sugar beet combines as
cheap laborers.

2. The Japanese internees be brought in for
roadmaking.

3. The Japanese be branded and stamped and

put under the supervision of the Federal
government. (Minutes, Special Emergency Meeting,
JACL, March 8-10, 1942, First Session pp. 15-16.)

Now then, who does the phrase "he recommends" refer to
in that sentence? It could refer to Masaocka or to one of the
governors of the four states mentioned. There are a number
of plausible explanations to explain why it may appear that
Masaoka suggested that Japanese be branded and stamped like
cattle. It is possible that an error in transcribing the
minutes occurred. Possibly it was one of the governors of
the aforementioned states who suggested branding Japanese,
which, if you think about the times, is highly plausible.
However, there is one further matter to be considered. The
Minutes of the March 8-10, 1942 meeting are not the original
minutes. In fact, the Minutes were reprinted in 1971 in the
Southern California JACL Office and contains an introduction
by Mike Masaocka, dated December 31, 1970. His introduction
states he had reviewed the Minutes recently. "In reading
again, after some 28 years, the official Minutes of the
special emergency meeting held by the National JACL Board
and National Council in San Francisco in early 1942..."
(Ibid, Intro p.1l.) Thus, Masaoka had an opportunity to
review the Minutes prior to its reprinting -and had a chance
to correct and typographical or transcription errors.



( Author's Note: An interview was scheduled with Masaoka in
October. It was hoped that such an interview would clarify
this particular point, but his poor health prevented it.)
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IE. ACTIONS INITIATED IN THE COMMUNITY
KIBEI SURVEY

_ One of the actions instituted in the community by the
JACL which drew a great deal of criticism was the Kibei
survey. Following the assistance provided by the JACL in
the registration of all alien Japanese required by the U.S.
Government shortly after Pearl Harbor, the National Head-
quarters of the JACL was asked to conduct a survey of the
Kibei in each local chapter. (JACL Archives, Bulletin #114.)
Press release #81, dated February 13, 194} indicates that
the survey request must have gone out to each chapter
sometime in the first two weeks of February. The purpose of
the survey was two-fold, according to Bulletin #114. One
was to provide the National Office with information on the
Kibei, the second was to protect the Kibei, who were then
the subjects of misinformation and innuendo.

The survey was to be conducted during the week of
February 16-21, on forms provided by the National Headquar-
ters, to be submitted in triplicate. Bulletin #114 stated
that each individual chapter had discretion in the method
utilized for the survey. While the Bulletin stressed the
voluntary nature of the survey, chapters were warned that
"those chapters who do not comply with this request will be
reported to the authorities who requested the survey." No
indication was given of who these authorities were. More-
over, the Kibei who might have been uncooperative were to be
reported to the National office as well.

The form accompanying the Bulletin contained 23 ques-
tions of a rather basic nature. Identification information
was requested, as was information on trips to Japan, reli-
gion, education and military experience in both the U.S. and
Japan, hobbies and organizations. The survey ended with a
question on dual citizenship and an attestation clause by
the particular JACL chapter involved.

Subsequently, in Press Release #82, addressed "To all
Kibei", National Secretary Mike Masaoka confronted the issue
of opposition by Kibei to the survey. "Some of you have
expressed the idea that this is a trap to convict you of
some heinous crime for having gone to Japan at some some in
the past." (JACL Archives Press Release #82.) Masaoka then
proceeded to reiterate the purpose of the survey as being
for the protection of Kibei to the extent that JACL could,
with this information, prevent a case against the demand for
Kibei internment. Then to encourage cooperation, Masaoka
urged the following:

This survey is a purely voluntary one. If you
have nothing to hide, it is better that you fill
in the questionnaire. The mere fact that you may



have visited Japan should not be used against
you. For your own protection, it is better to
register with your local JACL office immediately.
If you do not register, certain inferences may be
made against you--and it is to prevent the excuse
for such inferences that the National JACL is
sponsoring this voluntary survey. . . The degree
of your cooperation on such matters as these

may indicate the degree of your loyalty to the
United States; therefore, in order to help protect
your own welfare, please cooperate with the only
organization which is prepared to help you fight
your legitimate battles for you as American
citizens. (JACL Archives, Press Release #82 n.d.)

It is ironic that Masaoka offered as justification for
the survey the need to combat unfounded rumors based purely
on Kibei status, but himself indulged in the belief that
cooperation and loyalty were linked.

Bulletin #117 dated February 18, 1942 from the National
Secretary reiterated the issue of non-cooperation on the
Kibei survey. Masaoka again stressed the need for specific
facts about the Kibei. "If the Kibei desire our aid in this
hour of their greatest need, it behooves them to cooperate
with us 100%." Masaoka is also more firm in his conclusion
that "the degree of your cooperation on this matter is the
degree of your loyalty to the United States." (JACL Ar-
chives.)

Masaoka admonished the chapters by saying the follow-
ing:

They (the Kibei) must be educated to realize
that they must cooperate on such matters as these,
for assuming for the sake of argument that the
government desired information on them, the
officials could easily look into the passport
records and draw their own conclusions. Is

it not better for them that they themselves
voluntarily make these reports and thereby
prevent inferences against their good faith and
intentions. (JACL Archives, Bulletin #117, Feb
18,1942, p.2.)

Were this the case, what then was the purpose of the
Kibei survey besides providing the National JACL with
information and providing a symbolic show of loyalty? If
government officials could obtain information through
passport records why then did they ask the JACL to obtain
such information in a much less direct manner? And perhaps
much less reliable as well?



The next press release issued, #87, indicated an
extension of the deadline was requested by many of the Kibei
themselves to allow until February 28 to complete the forms.
No archival records from the JACL reveal any numerical or
percentage data on responses, nor if any compilation of the
information was done.

LT. BROWN, OFFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE

Some time following the Kibei survey, a memo was
issued from the National Secretary to all Northern Califor-
nia District Council Presidents and Executive Secretaries
regardlng a request by Lt. D.M. Brown of Naval Intelligence
in San Francisco. Masaoka informed the recipients of the
memo that they were being appointed by National Headquarters
as co-chairmen, "of a committee of information to fill out
the enclosed confldentlal personal reports." (JACL Archives,
Memo RE: Lt. Brown's Request,n.d.) Masaoka suggested that
their committees be composed of the older American citizens
of Japanese ancestry. "The idea is to have each of these
committees go through the Japanese directories name by name
and to furnish their pooled information regarding each
individual listed therein residing in that region."(Ibid.)

The attached report form consisted of 25 questions,
beginning with basic personal data, organlzatlons active in
or affiliated with, travel, military service, and hobbies.
The next few questions ask about friends and acquaintances,
relatives and approx1mate economic status. Question 19 asks
if the person is "living better that he should considering
his occupation and other signs." The next group of ques-
tions ask about religion, education and family size.
Question 23 asks for the person's political sympathies and
asks to elaborate on "attitudes of loyalty" and says '"ru-
mors, too should be included but they should be noted as
rumors. Reasons for this section is to attempt to establish
their true feelings." The questionnaire closes with an
assessment of general public opinion of the person and a
personal evaluation of same. The persons reporting were to
disclose their names and addresses at the end, but were
informed that the information was strictly confldentlal and
that their names would not be divulged.

After these reports were sent out, another memo,
undated, was issued, again to Northern California Chapter
Pre51dents and Secretarles, expressing the National Secre-
tary's feelings about the response to LT. Brown's confiden-
tial, personal reports.

This office has received rather disgusting
information from a number of chapters to the
effect that they would not cooperate whole-
heartedly with this project. May I say that it



is this type of attitude on our part which
makes the position of the Japanese American

so questionable in this hour of crisis. . .
They need this type of information to protect
our groups, and unless we can furnish this
information immediately, we may not be able to
stem the tide of hysteria which demands that
all of us, nationals and citizens alike, be moved
out of this area for the duration... The
information asked for is not one which can be
called "spying" or "informing." You are merely
asked to do what every other patriotic American
may also be asked to do: Ferret out the bad in
order to protect the rest of the community.
(JACL Archives.)

It is arguable that every other patriotic American was
necessarily being asked to go through the phone book and
assess whether individuals were living beyond their means
and to provide rumors regarding person's political atti-
tudes. The "living beyond their means" questions would be
one to haunt those Japanese living in rural areas of Cali-
fornia who were, against all odds and poor land, able to eke
out a living and them be accused of receiving funds from
Japan for espionage because they had survived, much to the
envy and dismay of their white peers.(Masaoka, "Final
Report", 1944, p.62.)

In any event, JACL cooperation with Lt. Brown's project
does go con51derab1y beyond the bounds set forth in the
so-called official position of the JACL, set forth by
Masaocka in his Final Report. This is not just "furnishing
them (FBI, ONI, MID) with all the information which we
might have had at our disposal regarding the suspects the
agencies questioned us about." (Masaoka, "Final Report",
1944 p.48.) Certainly in the eyes of those in the communi-
ty, and indeed, those listed in the aforementioned Japanese
directories, such actions as commenting on whether a person
was living beyond their means, what rumors about their
political affiliations were circulating and how the general
public regarded the person did more closely approximate a
witchhunt.

Lastly, it would appear from the tenor of the memos
that Masaoka or at least the National Organlzatlon committed
itself to performing the reports for Lt. Brown prior to
obtaining any commitment or agreement from individual
chapters.

"EXPLOITATION OF DISTRESS"

With the removal of Issei community leaders and heads
of households immediately following December 7, 1941, came



the vulnerability of Issei wives and family. Did Japanese
American citizens, in particular, the JACL, exploit the
distress of these aliens? Was there cheating going on?
According to Togo Tanaka "there is a considerable body of
evidence, not all of it reliable, to indicate that it was
not rare for Nisei individuals to take advantage of the
Issei business man or farmer's weakened position and attempt
literally to expropriate the latter's holdings." (Tanaka,
"History of JACL",File T 6.25, Ch.IV, p.40, JERS, Bancroft
Library.) Tanaka speaks specifically of the situation in
the Imperial Valley of California. Given the fact that the
position of Issei farmers was already tenuous due to the
prohibitions against property ownership and certain lease-
holds in the Alien Land Law, detention by the FBI directly
resulted in great monetary losses.

In one instance, an Issei farmer was taken from
his family and his home in the first week after
the war. He had 80 acres of carrots ready for
harvest, reportedly worth $15,000 at the pre-
vailing market price. Under the California alien
land law regulations restricting Issei operations
of leaseholds, the farm was legally under the
operation of a Nisei. Under the circumstances,
the Issei had no redress if the Nisei chose to
pocket the $15,000. In this particular case,

the temptation reportedly overcame the Nisei:

the Issei internee's wife and children went
penniless. (Ibid pp.40-1.)

These recollections were based upon notes of a personal
interview Tanaka did with Lyle Kurisaki in December of 1944.
Rurisaki was one of the founders of the JACL chapter in
Brawley, located in the Imperial Valley. According to
Kurisaki:

I knew personally of 20-30 Nisei who cheated the
poor wives of Issei internees. And I put the
pressure on a lot of them and told them that the
JACL wouldn't stand for any such monkey business.
I wouldn't anyway. Trouble was, some of the JACL
members were crooked too. (Ibid p.41.)

It would appear then that any exploitation perpetrated
in the Imperial Valley was the result of individuals who
happened to have been JACL members, at least in the Imperial
Valley instance.

Rumors of exploitation again arise but in an unexpected
context when Reports Officer Brown at Manzanar writes about
the JACL. Quoting a Nisei he writes:

The Nisei felt that after the assets of the
aliens were frozen that here was their opportunity



to further themselves economically, and there was
a tendency to shove the older folks out of
business.

At this time Toku Slocumb, as chairman of the
Anti-Axis Committee publicized the fact that the
JACL would help aliens in filing the proper
forms, permits, etc. It is a common rumor

that when applicants arrived they were sent by the
JACL office secretary to the offices of the Paci-
fic Service Bureau, which was headed by Higashi
and Slocumb. There the Japanese paid various sums
for services rendered; in some cases as much as
$25.00. It has been said, various Anti-Axis
Committee members were suspected of reporting
people to the FBI at $25.00 a head and some have
openly bragged about such duplicity in camp.
(Manzanar, Correspondence, Center Staff Reports,
File 0 7.50, JERS, Bancroft Library, p.1.)

Robert Brown, Manzanar's Reports Officer, again reiter-
ated this charge of exploitation in his oral history, taken
by Dr. Arthur Hansen, at California State University at
Fullerton on August 23, 1974. Brown was told of the rumor
of a $50.00 fee for travel orders for Issei by a Oko Murata,
secretary to the doctor in the hospital.

JACL [was] "out to run a racket on the older
Japanese before the evacuation order and that they
helped put the finger on older aliens to get
their business". Told of a fifty dollar "fee"
deal for filling out travel orders for the older
men who could not write English. (0.H. 1375, p.

42 JAOHP, CSUF.)

Togo Tanaka, likewise acknowledged the charge of
exploitation by the Pacific Service Bureau for travel
orders.

In the months between Pearl Harbor and April
1942 when evacuation was half under way, two
stories about Tayama began to make the rounds.
One was that his Pacific Service Bureau was
making exorbitant profits from high charges
for services which could be obtained free

by walking several blocks to the Federal
Building. These services included the filing
of alien travel permits (then being required
by the Dept. of Justice), transfer of business
licenses, and the like. Another version of
the story was that Tayama, through his connection
with the JACL and the Anti-Axis Committee,
instructed secretaries of these organizations
to send individuals who went to these offices
to send them upstairs to the Service Bureau



Office. It was charged that the JACL was
rendering these services for free, that the
Service Bureau charged a fee anywhere from
three dollars to twenty dollars. Tayama did
not deny that some individuals were referred
to the Service Bureau by the JACL, but these
only when the League was unable to help them.
He said no exorbitant charges were made, that
all his clients were not only satisfied but
many very grateful; he denied any unethical
practices and said that charges that he was
exploiting aliens distress were outright
distortions. (Tanaka, "Manzanar Riot," January
24, 1943, File O 7.50, p.9, JERS, Bancroft
Library.)

Another source also relates similar charges.

The JACL set up before the outbreak of was

a subsidiary organization known as the Anti-
Axis Committee. 1Its chairman was Tokie Slocum
...This group, once war was declared, pub11c1zed
the fact that the JACL would help allens in
filing the proper forms and permits. Some of
those who sought aid reported that they were
sent by the JACL Office Secretary to the
offices of the Pacific Service Bureau which

was headed by Slocum and a Japanese American
named Higashi; there the aliens paid varying
sums for services rendered, in some instances as
much as $25. (NA, RG 210, Entry 3, Box 3, File
"McKee, Ruth-History of War Relocatlon Authorlty,
Pearl Harbor to June 30, 1944",[pp.131-247] pp.
146-7.)

Granted what Tanaka and McKee provide is documentation
of stories or rumors which circulated about exploitation.
However, these stories share some factual specificity with
each other as to particular people, agencies and sums of
money involved. Also, the fact that the National Headquar-
ters saw the need to warn of fraud and JACL imposters, lends
additional credence to these rumors.

It has been brought to the attention of the
National Office that there are persons
purpoerting to represent the Citizens

League who are going around collecting funds
from the community. Any activity of the

JACL is well publicized and the identity of such
persons should be familiar. (JACL Archives, n.d.
circa January 23 or 24, 1942.)

As in the instances in Imperial Valley, any exploita-
tion appeared to have been the result of corrupt individuals



who may have coincidentally been affiliated with JACL. The
problem for both the JACL and those exploited was the
inability to differentiate between the individual and the
organization the individual represented.



INTERNMENT PERIOD (1942-45)

ITA. JACL Position on Legal Test Case
BULLETIN #142

The issue of what JACL's position on a legal test case
was clearly and unequivocally spelled out in Bulletin #142
of the JACL, Office of the National Secretary, dated April
7, 1942. This particular bulletin, issued and signed by
Mike Masaoka in his capacity as National Secretary and Field
Executive is entitled RE: TEST CASES. It specifically
discusses the facts of Min Yasui's case. The third para-
graph of the three page bulletin states:

National Headquarters is unalterably opposed to
test cases to determine the constitutionality of

military regulations at this time. We have
reached this decision unanimously after examining
all the facts in light of our national policy of:
"the greatest good for the greatest number."
[emphasis in original document.] (JACL Archives.)

The Bulletin goes on to discuss the justifications for
such a position, especially in light of the fact that:

...self-styled martyrs who are willing to be
jailed in order that they might fight for the
rights of citizenship, as many of them allege
capture the headlines and the imaginations of many
more persons than our seemingly indifferent
stand. We realize that many Japanese and others
who are interested in our welfare have condemned
the JACL for its apparent lackadaisical attitude
on the matter of defending the rights and
privileges of American citizens with Japanese
features. (Ibid.)

Masaoka goes on to give a ten point argument for
opposition to Yasui's or anyone else's test case. His ten
points are: 1) cooperation in the war effort; 2) the JACL
and its members had pledged total cooperation to the Presi-
dent; 3) cooperation with Federal Authorities will cause
reciprocal cooperation; 4) our contribution to the war
effort is to accept all army regulations and orders; 5)
public opinion is opposed to any challenges of the Army and
its authority; 6) we might win the case, but lose goodwill
in the process; 7) any challenge might result in retaliation
by the Army; 8) Attorney General Biddle said there was
little chance the courts would challenge the military's
authority;9) the ACLU decided against a test case and they
are the champions of civil liberties; 10) unfavorable
publicity as seen in the headlines from the Yasui case.
Masaoka ends by saying that "we are not giving up our rights



as citizens by cooperating with the government in the
evacuation program." (Ibid.)

Ten days later, Min Yasui submitted a document entitled
"Discussion of the Ten Points of JACL and explanation of the
stand of Minoru Yasui", dated April 17, 1942. In this
document,Yasui responds to Masaoka's arguments point by
point.

There has been speculation that prior to his curfew
violation, Min. Yasui had sought the assistance of JACL.
"Before deciding to test the curfew, Yasui had written to
Mike Masaoka in San Francisco stating his intentions, and
asking JACL's support. There is no record the letter was
ever delivered." (Hosokawa, JACL:In Quest of Justice,
Morrow:New York, 1982, p. 176.) This has been suggested as
a reason for what seems to be a rather negative personal
attack on Yasui in Bulletin #142.

Yasui did solicit the aid of local JACL chapters as
well, although it is unclear exactly when this occurred.

YASUI, who had been an active leader in the
Hood River, and later Portland chapter of the
Japanese American Citizens League asked

these chapters to offer moral support to his
venture. These chapters were entirely in
accord with YASUI who was encouraged and
abetted by one Clarence Edward OLIVER of
Portland, Oregon...The Seattle Chapter was also
asked to lend its support, both moral and
financial. Refusal on the part of the Seattle
chapter to have anything (at least officially)
to do with YASUI, led to less intimacy

between the Washington and Oregon groups, and
some split among the Seattle members. (District
Intelligence Officer, 13th ND, Memorandum to
Director of Naval Intelligence, Dated March

25, 1943, NA, RG 210 Entry 17 Box 2, File
"Office of Naval Intelligence," p.18.)

We will continue with Yasui's story momentarily when
examining the impact of the JACL upon the Civil Liberties
League, Yasui's support committee at Minidoka.

SPECIAL EMERGENCY NATIONAL CONFERENCE, NOVEMBER 17-24,1942
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

The policy of opposition to test cases is subsequently
reaffirmed at the Special Emergency National Conference held
November 17-24, 1942 in Salt Lake City, Utah. In the Sixth
Session of the Conference devoted to ""General Japanese
American Problems", National Secretary Mike Masaoka



introduced ACLU attorney A.L. Wirin, who proceeded to
discuss the various cases pending in court. Wirin reviewed
Regan v. King, (effort to take away citizenship of Japanese
Americans); Kawata (could Japanese aliens sue in court?);
Brown V. Oshiro, (did military orders cancel or suspend

' contract obligations of those subject to evacuation?); Yasui
(Constitutionality of curfew); Wakayama, (habeas corpus) ;
Hirabayashi, (curfew and evacuation); Korematsu, (evacua-
tion); Endo (habeas corpus). After an explanation of the
constitutional and legal issues raised in the evacuation
cases, the National Secretary states an interest in having
JACL appear as a friend of the court (i.e. submit an amicus
brief) in the Native Sons' case (Regan v. King) but not
evacuation. "We are particularly interested in the sugges-
tion that the JACL appear as a friend of the court in the
Native Sons' and other suits against our civil rights. That
does not refer to the evacuation cases." (JACL Archives,
Minutes:Special Emergency National Conference of November
17-24, 1942, Salt Lake City, Utah, p.31.)

Discussion at the Sixth Session is then focused on an
agenda item entitled "Philosophy of Court Cases." The
National Secretary leads this discussion and explains the
two differing points of view: 1)push the evacuation cases to
determine their constitutionality or; 2) "soft peddle" them
because of the danger of losing everything and gaining
nothing through a court decision. After outlining these two
points, the minutes indicate off the record discussion.
Saburo Kido expresses his opinion that "evacuation is over
and we are no longer concerned" although he too weighs the
pros and cons of pursuing evacuation test cases. Others
present continue discussion until the chair passes to
another agenda item.

Tt isn't until the Thirteenth Session that any resolu-
tion of this issue appears. In addressing the "Project
Division", under the project heading of "Civil Rights and
Liberties" the National Secretary outline as a project,
entering the Native Sons of the Golden West lawsuit as
amicus curiae. On the evacuation cases, Masaoka states:
"Although it is not our function to actively participate in
the various court cases which are testing the
constitutionality of the evacuation orders, we are bound to
take official cognizance of them."(JACL Archives, Min-
utes,p.101.)

There was no objection to granting the "National
Secretary the discretionary powers to put into effect as he
sees fit the national projects on Americanism, Civil Rights
and Liberties, Credit Unions, and Contests." (Ibid, p. 103.)

CIVIL LIBERTIES LEAGUE



More proof of JACL's policy on the Yasui case in
particular comes to us from a different source and perspec-
tive. In a Memorandum from the District Intelligence
Officer, Thirteenth Naval District, to the Director of Naval
Intelligence, dated January 30, 1943 on the subject of
Japanese Activities at Minidoka, Mike Masaoka makes several
policy statements, on the Yasui matter. The Memo in ques-
tion discusses the "Minoru Yasui defense committee's" recent
name change to the "CIVIL LIBERTIES LEAGUE", made up prima-
rily of former Portland, Oregon residents. The District
Intelligence Officer or DIO identifies several Issei in-
volved in fundraising activities for the Yasui committee.
The DIO states that Mike Masaoka visited the Minidoka camp
on January 23 & 24, 1943.

At a JACL meeting held on January 23rd, Masaoka
declared that the organization of the Civil
Liberties League was a "stab in the back" at the
efforts of the JACL. Most of the Seattle Chapter
leaders of the JACL have opposed the Yasui
committee right along, contending that to help
Yasui would be un-American. At this meeting all
the leaders of the Civil Liberties League were
present. . . and it was finally brought out that
certain leaders among the Civil Liberties group
were opposed to the JACL due to its failure to
contest the orders of the military authorities in
connection with curfew and evacuation. Masaoka,
on the other hand, arqued that it was the duty

of the Nisei to cooperate with the government,
not to fight it. (NA, RG 210, Entry 17, Box 2,
File "Office of Naval Intelligence Rept.")

Attached is a copy of a circular by the Civil Liberties
League outlining Yasui's case and requesting contributions
to its fundraising drive. From the circular, we know that
the support committee for Yasui was formed the previous
month--approximately December of 1942.

Yet another ONI report fixes the date of the first
meeting as December 2, 1942. The meeting attracted some 300
persons, partly in response to the publicity on the case in
the Minidoka Irrigator, the camp newspaper. (DIO, 13th ND
Memo to DNI March 25, 1943, NA, RG 210, Entry 17, Box 2,

File, "Office of Naval Intelligence", pP. 21.) The same
report is given on Mike Masaoka's reaction to the Civil
Liberties League. It does add the following comments
though.

The president of the former Seattle chapter of
the JACL on being questioned as to his views

stated, "You must remember Yasui was a reserve
officer in the United States Army while at the



same time being admittedly a paid agent for
Japan--You must remember this is war, and to

aid Yasui is to aid a Japanese agent. Such

an act is not American. (DIO, 13th ND Memo to DNI,
January 30, 1943, NA, RG 210 Entry 17, Box 2,

File "Office of Naval Intelligence Report." p.2.)

Jimmie Sakamoto was most likely, the person referred
to who delivered the remarks on Yasui, as he was President
of the Seattle Japanese Progressive Citizens League (read
JACL) at the time of evacuation.

Masaoka's visit to Minidoka and comments directed at
the Civil Liberties League served to quash the fledgling
organization.

As a result of the attitude of the National
governing body and the Seattle chapter of the
Japanese American Citizens League, Dr. Tani,
the real head of the YASUI committee,

stated that the Civil Liberties League would
disband and that any further support of Yasui
would be,"by individuals and as individuals."
(DIO, 13th ND Memo to DNI, March 25, 1943,
NA, RG 210 Entry 17 Box 2, File "Office of
Naval Intelligence", p. 22.)

The Civil Liberties League did in fact officially
disband, although individuals such as Tani and others
continued their fund drive.

Myron Gurnea's FBI Survey of Japanese Relocation
Centers also contained information on this conflict.
Referring to a WRA staffer by the name of Townsend, Gurnea
writes:

He said that this effort had caused a

division between the Japanese-American Citizens
group in the camp and other members of the
Nisei. He said that the JACL is definitely
opposed to any further efforts to help YASUI in
the instant case. (NA, RG 210 Entry 17, Box 1
Part II, Gurnea Report-Interviews with WRA
Personnel, p.255.)

CHANGE OF POLICY

When did JACL's policy towards the evacuation and
detention cases change? Interestingly enough, in the
Thursday, February 18, 1943 issue of the Pacific citizen an
article on court reviews of evacuation orders indicates that
according to Wirin, the JACL, having filed an amicus brief



in the Regan case, is considering doing so in the other
evacuation cases if they are taken to the U.S. Supreme
Court. (Court Reviews Army Orders on Evacuation, Pacific
Citizen, February 18, 1943.)

Official communication of a policy change appears in
the March 4, 1943 Bulletin #7, to all JACL leaders and
National Board Members from National Secretary Masaoka. On
page two under the heading of Civil Rights Committee,
Masaoka informs the recipients of the Bulletin that the
government has been making disturbing claims regarding
the unassimilabilty of Japanese Americans, effect of dual
citizenship on allegiance of the Nisei, schooling and
indoctrination of Japanese Americans and so forth. As a
consequence:

While we did not participate directly in these
cases, it now appears necessary that we submit a
brief as a friend of the court which does not
challenge the constitutionality of the evacu-
ation orders as such but strongly refuting the
government's inferences concerning the loyalty of
the Japanese American and the other "traits"
attributed to the Japanese, citizens and aliens
alike. We have instructed Attorney Wirin to
prepare such a brief.

Should these cases testing the constitutionality
of the evacuation orders be carried to the
Supreme Court, we believe that the JACL

should, and must, appear as "friends of the court"
to question the broad constitutional powers
involved. While this may seem to be a reversal
of our policy, it actually constitutes an
affirmation of our policy that we cooperated
with the government in the evacuation program
but that we did so under protest and without
admitting its constitutionality. Evacuation is
now an accomplished fact, and the military are no
longer directly concerned, and therefore, by
testing the constitutionality of these orders, we
are not now hampering the war effort of our gov-
ernment but rather determining for once and for
all the basic rights of military groups under
our Federal Constitution. (JACL Archives.)

The second paragraph quoted poses several questions
for the reader. Certainly, this is a change of policy, at
least in regards to the National's position on test cases
and constitutional challenges in court, particularly if any
Case reached the U.S. Supreme Court. It is curious then
that Masaoka chose to phrase this change of policy as an
affirmation of the JACL's overall policy of cooperating with
the government in evacuation. Certainly Masaoka's statement



pefore the Tolan Congressional Committee in February of 1942
confirms that JACL never admitted the constitutionality of
evacuation. However, this paragraph is strangely inconsis-
tent with the ten point defense of "unalterable opposition"
particularly given Masaoka's original concern that such
cases were inconsistent with JACL's pledge of cooperation to
Roosevelt, acceptance of all army regulations as their
contribution to the war effort, fear of being labeled fifth
columnists, etc.

After the issuance of Bulletin #7, articles in the
Pacific Citizen began to publicize National JACL's amicus
briefs and oral arguments in the Yasui and Hirabayashi
cases. (April 29, 1943 and May 13, 1943) 1In the May 27,
1943 issue of the Pacific citizen wherein A.L. Wirin reports
on the Supreme Court Hearings, the role of the JACL is
addressed. On page 8 of the issue of the Pacific Citizen,
Wirin informs us that:

The JACL, it is to be remembered, did not take or
press the cases to the Supreme Court; others
determined that policy. Once the rights of the
Nisei were before the Supreme Court for

decision, the JACL felt a duty to make as
adequate a presentation as possible to the

court of the loyalty of the Nisei and the

unjust discrimination of the military orders.

According to Mike Masaoka, "JACL submitted a 'sociolog-
ical and human' brief to the U.S. Supreme Court on
curfew" in the Hirabayashi case. (Masaoka, "Final Report",
4/22/44, p. 169, File T 6.15, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

As for the Korematsu and Endo cases, which were
progressing more slowly than the Yasui and Hirabayashi
cases, the Pacific Citizen on Saturday, October 14, 1944
announced that JACL filed an amicus brief on the unconstitu-
tionality of evacuation. The 200 page brief was signed by
Saburo Kido, National President of JACL and A.L. Wirin, then
special counsel of JACL.

‘ No amicus was filed on behalf of Endo, however. The
1946 Biennial Minutes indicate that "since the Endo case was
being arqued at the same time, we did not think it necessary
to file a separate brief on the same points" (Minutes, 1946
Biennial p.9.)



I

ITIB. Relationship with War Relocation Authority and Other

Governmental Agencies.

RELATIONSHIP WITH WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL AUTHORITY

In a previous section dealing with the decision to
cooperate with evacuation, a confidential Navy Intelligence
Report from the Seattle area stated the following:

With the knowledge and approval of the United
States Military Authorities in charge of the
evacuation, the Seattle JACL prepared, along
military lines, an organization known as the
"Evacuee Administration Headquarters", that
was to be in charge of the internal admin-
instration of the Puyallup Assembly, under

the Caucasian staff of the Wartime Civil
Control Administration. (NA, RG 210 Entry

17, Box 2, File "Office of Naval Intelligence",

p.6.)

This ONI report was written after the fact. Another
ONI document executed much earlier by Hartwell Davis, gives
a more ominous description of the manner in which the
internal administration was set up at Puyallup.

Attention is particularly invited to the
military lines along which the Japanese staff
(Enclosure A) has been set up. This group
organized in Seattle prior to evacuation to the
Puyallup Assembly center for the expressed
intention of controlling the inner operations
of the camp, was appointed by the Emergency
Defense Committee of the Seattle Chapter of the
Japanese Americans Citizens Leaque. (NA, RG 210
Entry 17, Box 2, File WRA, Memorandum, DIO, 13th
ND, to DNI June 15, 1942.)

There have been accusations and rumors that the JACL
took on administrative roles in Assembly Centers and camps
as a result of self-interest, rather than altruism. In Ruth
McKee's "History of the WRA," she quotes Ken Nishimoto, a Pl
former WRA staffer and member of the 442ni\Infantry Battal-/};ﬁ\g’rj
iom in Italy as revealing that: —_——— ./

In the Assembly Period, the JACL members,

because of their previous contacts with WCCA,

were able to monopolize the more desirable jobs
at the centers, and they had the name of being
"more pro-administration that the administration.”
In one instance, a JACL member at Puyallup was
appointed by WCCA as representative of the
residents of the camp. He was disliked by the



community as a whole and would have been the last
man in camp they would have chosen to represent
them. (NA, RG 210 Entry 3, Box 3, File "McKee,
Ruth-History of WRA (pp.1-130) Pearl Harbor to
June 30, 1944, p. 58.)

Bill Hosokawa in JACL: In Quest of Justice admits as
much that JACLers were prominent in the positions selected
in Assembly administration.

The JACL Emergency Defense Committee in Seattle,
with the encouragement of Army officers sent in

to prepare for Evacuatlon, picked individuals to
supervise operations in camp--to disseminate
information, run recreation and education
programs, look after sanitation, assign housing
police the kitchens, maintain internal order.
Jimmie Sakamoto as Council Chairman made the
appointments from those close to JACL. It was not
a democratic procedure, but the appointees were in
place to ease the way through the inevitable maze
of petty problems. (Hosokawa, JACL:In Quest of
Justice, Morrow:New York 1982, pp. 172-173.)

In Frank Miyamoto's account, we are told that a group
in the University YMCA and YWCA began to organize in the
Assembly Center at Puyallup. However,

...they never gained authority to organize in
Puyallup Center and as a consequence it was the
JACL which shortly took the rein on control.

The fact that the JACL gained control was due
largely to its close relationship with the Army,
which when the time of evacuation approcached went
directly to James Sakamoto and the JACL to carry
out evacuation. One may well understand the
feelings which developed among the defeated

group or groups against the JACL when it was
learned that the latter organization had gained
its authority through cooperation with the Army.
...The general feeling expressed by one person who
declared, "There's no use belonging to any other
group that the JACL; now they carry the whip hand
and we might as well follow along." (Mlyamoto,
Frank,"The Seattle JACL and its Role in
Evacuation", File T 6.24, p.30, JERS, Bancroft
Library.) '

Miyamoto relates a rumor to us about when the Army went
to Sakamoto and asked him to organize the community to
evacuate, he supposedly responded:

Since the Army has come to me with a duty and
responsibility of this task I feel that I should



assume leadership in this matter." Whatever
truth there may be in this rumor, Sakamoto
assumed or was appointed to the leadership and
he proceeded to organize for evacuation and
the community in the Center by selecting
leaders largely from his own group. (Ibid, pp-
30-31.)

Moreover, the manner of selection was not democratic. "By
nature of selection procedure here selected to the staff
were those known to this group, and no elective process was
followed." (Ibid p.33) Consequently,"[t]here was consider-
able feeling among certain Nisei leaders who failed to gain
appointment or who received lesser positions than they felt
they deserved that Sakamoto and his group had by self-ap-
pointment gained control of the Assembly Center."

(Ibid.)

Hostile feelings were not just directed towards the
selection of leaders but towards the assignment of living
quarters as well.

Rumors developed to the effect that it was those
who were "in" with the JACL leaders who were
getting the choice of rooms. This talk was
entirely unjustified but sufficient instances

of JACL members who arrived late and given
better quarters made these rumors seem correct.
(Ibid.)

The close association and cooperation by JACL members
with the WCCA was also evident in the opening of the
Manzanar Camp. In Michi Weglyn's Years of Infamy we read
that:

Preferential treatment was especially pronounced
at Manzanar, where nearly a thousand volunteers,
JACLers among them, had come early to assist the
WCCA in opening camp. Bendetsen noted after a
visit that "there seems to be thrown throughout
the center an attitude of favoritism and
politics," and he referred to "politicians" who
had come early "so that they might worm their
way into the confidence of the center management.
(Weglyn, Years of Infamy, Morrow:New York, 1976
p.300 n.19)

Hosokawa confirms the presence of JACLers in the
volunteers who assisted the WCCA at Manzanar. "In the
advance cadre sent to Manzanar to prepare the way for mass
movement, members of JACL also were prominent.“ (Hosokawa,
JACL:In Ouest of Justice, Morrow:New York, 1982, p. 173.)




JACL Bulletin No. 1, dated 5/8/42, put a different
nspin" on the involvement of JACLers in WCCA administration.
Page two of the Bulletin reads:

JACL LEADERS ACTIVE IN RECEPTION & RESETTLEMENT
CENTERS. Displaying the sense of civic
responsibility which has made them active

in JACL work, many JACL leaders are already

at reception and assembly centers taking

an active part in pbuilding a new life for the
west coast Japanese. Among those at Manzanar
are Kiyoshi Higashi, President of the San Pedro
Chapter: Fred Tayama, chairman of the Southern
District Council, and others. At Santa Anita are
Masao Satow, Shigemi Aratani, Kiyoshi Okura and
others of the Los Angeles Chapter:; Sam Fujita,
Executive Secretary of the San Diego JACL, and
many others. Howard Nomura, President of the
Portland Chapter, is assistant director of the
Portland Assembly Center. James Sakamoto, Past
National President of the JACL, will have an
official capacity at the Puyallup Assembly
Center in Washington. (JACL Archives)

What then was the consequence of having JACL members in
charge of internal administration? according to a footnote

in The Spoilage,

(r]esentment against the JACL had been
widespread in Tule Lake since its

inception, owing partly to the control

JACL leaders had exercised in the Walerga
and Puyallup Assembly Center, from which
Tuleans were recruited, and partly to the
prominence they achieved in politics in the
Tule Lake Center itself. (Thomas, Dorothy S.,
Nishimoto, Richard, The Spoilage, Univ. of
calif. Press:Berkeley, 1969, p.73n.)

Miyamoto also notes the distrust directed at JACL
jeaders in Puyallup Center.

As a consequence of disappointment of the

people over the failure of their leadership

to express resentment and rebellion that was
latent among then, the tendency among the

people was to view the JACL leaders with
considerable distrust. The popular feeling was
that the JACL Headquarters staff was a puppet
organization of the WCCA who mixed with Caucasian
administrators in order to gain special privileges
for themselves while sick people were left to
remain in unhealthy living conditions. Likewise
in the matter of movement from one area to



another, staff members had special privileges
of passes by which to effect passage from
area to area. But this freedom was looked
upon with envy by the rest of the evacuees.
It was said that because of special privileges
granted to staff members the latter assumed
[an] attitude of superiority that they
scarcely deserved in the light of their
inferior status in the community in Seattle.
Miyamoto, "The Seattle JACL and its Role in
Evacuation" File T 6.24, pp. 44-5, JERS,
Bancroft Library.)

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

On March 18, 1942, Executive Order No. 9102 established
the War Relocation Authority. Milton Eisenhower was ap-
pointed as director. (tenBroek, Jacobus; Barnhart, Edward:
Matson, Floyd; Prejudice, War and the Constitution, Univ. of
Calif. Press, Berkeley, 1954, p.122.) Shortly after his
appointment, Eisenhower traveled to San Francisco. On or
about March 25, 1942 after meeting with General DeWitt at
the Presidio, Eisenhower met with Mike Masaoka, thus begin-
ning the formal relationship between the WRA and the JACL.
In Eisenhower's own words, .

I completed two other very important tasks
during that first visit to San Francisco

in late March. I met with a group of
Japanese-Americans and we established an
advisory council to represent those who were
affected by the President's Executive Order.
This was the wisest thing I did in that

whole traumatic experience. The advisory
council was headed by an attractive
twenty-one year old Japanese-American, a
Nisei, Mike Masaoka. He was secretary of the
Japanese-American Citizens League, a graduate
of the University of Utah, a man of great
perception and heart. He was deeply respected
by Japanese-Americans of all ages. After the
establishment of the advisory council, I did
not make a single major decision without
conferring with this young man and, when
necessary, with the advisory council.
(Eisenhower, The President is Calling,
Doubleday:New York, 1974, p. 117.)

Mike Masaoka's recollection is consistent with
Eisenhower's that such a meeting took place and on the

degree of influence Masaoka wielded over the development of
WRA policy.



Immediately upon his appointment, Mr.

Eisenhower flew out to San Francisco and
conferred with the National President and
Secretary regarding the problems incident

to his post. At that time, JACL, submitted a

long memorandum of recommendations and suggestions
which I am certain, influenced major WRA policy
thereafter. (Masaoka, "Final Report", 4/22/44,
p.81, File T 6.115, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

The long memorandum to which Masaoka referred is the eight-
een page document which will be examined shortly.

Eisenhower's meeting was not limited to Saburo Kido and
Mike Masaoka. "At the invitation of the WRA, leaders of the
JACL from all section of the West met with Director Eisen-
hower in San Francisco and made a number of constructive
recommendations." (Ibid, p.83.) In these meetings, four main
points were stressed to Eisenhower; 1) Restoration of
Selective Service without reservation to all Japanese
Americans; 2) Resettlement; 3) the President should issue a
statement that the evacuation was not due to disloyalty: 4)
there should be periodic meetings of representatives from
all of the centers with WRA officials to air out problems.
(Ibid, p.84.)

Immediately following the meeting of the advisory
council with Milton Eisenhower, Mike Masaoka submitted a two
page letter in response to topics discussed during that
meeting. Dated March 28, 1942, Masaoka submitted nine
names, including his own as persons who could aid
Eisenhower. They included National President Saburo Kido;
Chairman of the Southern District Council, Fred Tayama;
Secretary of the Japanese YMCA, Masao Satow; Past President
pr. T.T. Yatabe; Executive Secretary of the Southern Dis-
trict Council, George Inagaki; chairman, Northern District
Council, Tom Iseri; National Treasurer, Hito Okada:; and
Agricultural Co-ordinator Nobumitsu Takahashi. What were
these men to be called upon to do? Masaoka suggested the
following:

1. Act as a consulting and advisory committee
to present their view points and whatever new
problems may be called to their attention by
those with whom they may come into contact.
2. Travel from community to community and
cooperate with and aid your office in not
only selling your various ideas and explaining
the reasons for them but also in urging
cooperation and maintaining morale.

3. Checking upon the various chapters to see
they are carrying out their assigned tasks.
4. Doing everything possible for those
involved but actively cooperating with your



office in the movement.

5.Doing everything and anything which
your office may call upon us to do. (JACL
Archives.)

on page two of this letter, Masaoka wrote that "we are
prepared to serve without pay and title, provided that we
are able to move freely about in order that we might be able
to render the greatest possible service." (Ibid.) He closed
the letter by "trusting that these names will be approved
for travel exemptions and that we will be able to cooperate
with you in these troubled days, we remain... Japanese
American Citizens League. (Ibid.)

This letter is significant for a number of reasons. It
appears that the advisory council idea was Masaoka's or the
JACL's. Also there has been speculation that certain JACL
leaders were on the WRA payroll. This letter would substan-
tiate an interest and willingness on the part of the JACL
for such an arrangement. In fact, the willingness to serve
was so great that pay and title could be bartered for
freedom of movement.

The letter also commits the leadership of the JACL to
a course of cooperation with and subservience to the WRA.
Point Two of the letter is particularly disturbing in that
the JACL leadership would be representing the WRA viewpoint
and urging conformity with it, rather then representing
their constituency to the WRA. While they would be serving
as consultants to the WRA, they would be "selling" the WRA
ideas to the Japanese American community. Point Four is
consistent with the assessment that the JACL was better in
administering evacuation than in opposing it. Point Five is
a blanket commitment to Eisenhower and the WRA at a fairly
early point in time; certainly too early to know what many
of its policies would be and how the camps would be struc-
tured. This commitment is reminiscent of the JACL's pledge
of cooperation to President Roosevelt. One wonders, having
made such a commitment, how effective JACL leaders would be
later when a difference in point of view or priorities
arose.

APRIL 6, 1942 LETTER

Proceeding chronologically, the next document of major
significance in the relationship between the WRA and the
JACL is the eighteen page letter sent by Masaoka to
Eisenhower, dated April 6, 1942. This is the "long memoran-=
dum of recommendations and suggestions" which Masaoka later
felt "influenced major WRA policy thereafter." (Masaoka,
"Final Report", 4/22/44, p. 81.) Before launching into the
recommendations and suggestions, Masaoka begins with
background information for Eisenhower. He takes



considerable pains to distinguish for Eisenhower the U.S.
citizens among the Japanese population to be interned, from
their parents the "enemy Aliens", and warns against treating
both groups the same. (JACL Archives, pp. 1-2) He also notes
the difference in age between the two generations and the
fact that a majority of the population are from urban areas,
so they shouldn't be treated as farmers. The Japanese have
been model citizens and this should be maintained in camp.
Masaoka stresses the importance of education while in camp.
Moreover, the Japanese are more American than anything else
and should be treated accordingly. Lastly, he says that
there is no national organization aside from the JACL and
that both generations "have greater confidence in our league
than they have in any other organization or group or lead-
ers, regardless of their nationality or affiliation. (Ibid,

p-3.)

Masaoka again sounds the recurring theme of the JACL
that the organization did not contest the military orders.
for evacuation "because we believe that cooperation on our
part will mean a reciprocal cooperation on the part of the
government." (Ibid, p.4.)

In discussing general policies, Masaocka writes that the
projects should focus on five points:

1) to create "Better Americans in a Greater America";

2) to maintain a high and healthy morale among the
evacuees;

3) to train them to cope with the difficult problems of
adjustment and rehabilitation after the war;

4) to permit them to actually and actively participate
in the war effort of our nation; and

5) to develop a community spirit of cooperative action
and service to others before self. (Ibid, p. 4.)

These five points are quite innocuous in content.
However, Masaoka proceeds to state that there should be as
much interaction with "white" Americans as possible.(Ibid,
p.5)

We do not relish the thought of "Little Tokyos"
springing up in these resettlement projects, for
by doing so we are only perpetuating the very
things which we hope to eliminate: those
mannerisms and thoughts which mark us apart,
aside from our physical characteristics. We
hope for a one hundred per cent American
community. (Ibid.)

Thus Masaoka expresses the desire that assimilation
would occur during the evacuation period to the point where
only the physical differences petween white and Japanese
Americans would remain.



The letter goes on to advocate in favor of service in
the armed forces regardless of whether one is in camp or
not,and regardless of whether one volunteers or is draft-
ed. (Ibid, p.5.) The importance of education is again
stressed. Masaoka emphatically opposes any Japanese lan-
guage schools and encourages Americanization. "Special
stress should be laid on the enunciation and pronunciation
of words so that awkward and 'Oriental' sounds will be
eliminated." (Ibid, p.7.)

The remaining topics discussed are religion, sports &
recreation, publications and radios, health & medical
facilities, Japanese professional and specially-trained
people, business and industry, agriculture, labor and wages,
citizenship recognition, organization, private projects,
induction or assembly centers, and finally semi-permanent
resettlement projects.

What stands out in these topics are the suggestions of
cooperatives, farming, credit unions, self-government by
citizens only, and resettlement. These are suggestions
which the WRA later implemented. Interestingly, the docu-
ment advocated against "Hearing or Determining Boards or
Commissions," in essence loyalty boards. (Ibid, p. 14.) The
Buddhist faith would be permitted so long as church people
did not engage in "other spheres of activity." (Ibid, p.8.)
Many of Masaocka's recommendations were eventually
adopted by the WRA, though by no means were all of them.

JUNE 6, 1942 LETTER

The next document which illuminates the relationship
between the JACL and the War Relocation Authority is a
rather curious letter, dated June 6, 1942. The document was
addressed to Milton Eisenhower,and actually more closely
resembles a memorandum rather than a letter. The heading
reads "FOR: MR. EISENHOWER" with no address following his
name. The document's contents attempt to define a Kibei for
Eisenhower's benefit, who was still head of the WRA, but
would soon step down on June 17, 1942. This particular
memorandum is important for a number of reasons, having to
do with its content as well as who it was written by and
the letter itself.

In examining the content, we see three basic scenarios
laid out to determine who exactly should be considered a
Kibei. For instance, we are told,

...in the case of families, if the husband is
Kibei and the wife Nisei, the family should be
considered Kibei, and if the husband is Nisei,

and the wife Kibei, the family should be
considered Nisei. Inasmuch as the parents sent the



child to Japan in most cases, the parents should
be held suspect, regardless of the number of other
children which they may not have sent to Japan

for study. In all cases, they may appeal their
status. If the child under question is 16 years
of age of more, he is entitled to elect whether he
chooses to be placed in the same classification as
his parents or not, provided that his parents are
declared suspect. If the child is under 16, he
assumes the status of his parents, but on becoming
of age many have the privilege of election. (NA,
RG 210 Entry 16, Box 379, File 39.050 "Loyalty
Boards".)

The subsequent text explains the procedure a "suspect" may
undergo to appeal a determination that they are Kibei, and
therefore impliedly disloyal. The content is consistent with
the file in which it was found at the Archives, that being
loyalty boards. The document ends with a single sentence
which reads "[i]ncidentally, we are in unanimous agreement
as to the principle of segregation." (Ibid.) Three signa-
tures follow: Mike Masaoka, Ken Matsumoto, and George
Inagaki. All three were prominent National leaders of the
JACL. Which brings us to the issue of the letter itself.
The document was written on War Relocation Authority letter-
head. We have three prominent JACL leaders making policy
recommendations on who should be considered Kibei to Milton
Eisenhower on WRA letterhead.

Let us digress momentarily for some additional back-
ground information. Bill Hosokawa relates the fact that
during this time, "Masaoka and Inagaki were working tire-
lessly, traveling from Washington to Philadelphia to New
York and back again for a series of conferences with WRA
officials, American Friends Service Committee, the ACLU" and
others. (Hosokawa, JACL: In Quest of Justice, Morrow:New
York, 1982, p. 188.) "Accompanied on occasion by Ken
Matsumoto, Masaoka and Inagaki called on Eisenhower to
exchange views. Eisenhower welcomed all the input he could
get to help cope with the responsibilities that had been
thrust upon him." (Ibid.)

Thus, on one of the occasions when Masaoka and Inagaki
were with Ken Matsumoto, they gave Eisenhower their thoughts
and recommendations on how Kibei and Nisei should be sepa-
rated or segregated. However, the use of WRA letterhead is
puzzling. One obvious response is that there is no signifi-
cance to the use of it. These three men just happened to
use whatever supplies were readily available.

on the other hand, we can also draw a contrary infer-
ence, and conclude that the use of WRA letterhead and the
memorandum format indicates that Masaoka, Matsumoto and
Inagaki were in the employ of the WRA. This would be
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consistent with the March 28, 1942 letter to Eisenhower from
Masaoka in which the National Secretary offered the services
of JACL's leadership to serve Mr. Eisenhower.

Confirmation that at least two of the three were indeed
WRA employees comes in a May 23, 1942 memorandum written by
Commander Kenneth D. Ringle of the U.S. Navy. The memo is
addressed to Commander Wharton regarding "duty with War
Relocation Authority." Ringle's duty with the WRA was "an
assignment to prepare answers to various questions on policy
regarding the handling of Japanese." Ringle goes on to
write,

While in that office yesterday, I met Mike
Masaoka and George Inagaki, both Nisei leaders
with whom I am well acquainted and whom I
previously put in touch with Mr. Eisenhower.
These two men are serving as liaison and
contact men officially with the War Relocation
Authorities.[emphasis added] (Courtesy Michi
Weglyn Collection.)

This letter, written by Commander Ringle along with the
March 28, 1942 letter and the WRA letterhead document, taken
together, forces us to conclude that Masaoka and Inagaki
were WRA employees acting as consultants on important issues
such as how to handle the Kibei and segregation. Not only
that, but if the March 28, 1942 letter is any indication,
they were selling these same ideas and urging cooperation
among the Japanese American community.

We must ask what kind of influence did such documents
and recommendations have on Eisenhower and the development
of the segregation policy. We know from Ringle's memo that
he thought so highly of Masaoka, and Inagaki that he
thought, "it would be a good idea for a few of the officers
interested in this question to meet the men during their
stay." In fact, we see in a Memorandum of Understanding
Between the War Department, "the Department of Justice and
the War Relocation Authority Relating to Procedures for
Separating Potentially Dangerous Evacuees from the Remain-
der" a great deal of similarity between the JACL suggestions
and what was proposed in the draft MOU.

(k) Where the male head of the family shall

be classified as potentially dangerous under

the procedures to be established pursuant to this
Memorandum such classification shall apply, also
to his wife and to all of his dependents residing
with him in his household, except that his wife
and any of his dependents who shall be 16 years
of age or over shall be given the option ... of
declaring their preference to be separated from
the male head of family...
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(1) Where the male head of family shall not be
classified as potentially dangerous under the
procedures to be established pursuant to this
Memorandum, his wife and all of his dependents
under the age of 16 years, living with him in
his household shall likewise not be classified as
potentially dangerous, regardless of the
classification that would otherwise apply ...
(NA, RG 210, Entry 16, Box 286, File 39.050,

pp.3-4.)

Both documents select the age of 16 as an age of
self-determination. Both documents also permit an appeal
where the applicant submits five (5) names to vouch and
provide information for him or her.(Ibid. p.6.) Attached to
the MOU is a note which reads: "For M.S.E. Dear Milton-This
is a draft of the memo on Comm. Ringle's suggestion re:
separation of potentially dangerous evacuees. The memos you
gave me are also attached. P.M.G. June 8." (NA, RG 210 Entry
16 Box 286, File 39.050.) The P.M.G. most likely is Philip
M. Glick, Solicitor of the War Relocation Authority. The
National Archives file in which those documents were found
had the WRA letterhead document immediately following the
War Dept./DOJ/WRA MOU. Thus Glick was returning memos which
Eisenhower had shown him earlier, along with a draft policy
on segregation. The Masaoka/Matsumoto/Inagaki memo is the
earliest JACL position on segregation and undoubtedly
influenced national policy on this issue.

This is confirmed by a WRA source. 1In a section
entitled SEGREGATION-Development of the Policy, Ruth McKee
acknowledges two of the earliest suggestions on segregation
came from Lt. Comm. K.D. Ringle and Mike Masacka.

No policy shaped by WRA has received such
painstaking attention and deliberative
scrutiny as that of segregation...The first
suggestions were offered in May, 1942, by
Lieutenant Commander K. D. Ringle, a Naval
Intelligence Officer detailed to WRA in

its early months to assist in developing a
program. (NA, RG 210, Entry 3, Box 3, File
McKee, "History of WRA," p. 198.)

Ringle's plan was ultimately rejected because it
focused entirely in the whole Kibei population. McKee goes
on to discuss Masaoka's proposal.

In a letter of June 6, 1942, Mike Masaoka,
Executive Secretary of the JACL, wrote to
Director Eisenhower recommending segregation
of a specific group of Kibei... (Ibid.)
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SPECTAL EMERGENCY NATIONAL CONFERENCE
NOVEMBER 17-24, 1942, SALT LAKE CITY

The supplement to the Minutes of the above-references
meeting held in Salt Lake City in November of 1942 by the
JACL contain two references to the WRA. In Supplement No.
18 of the Minutes, under the topic of Resettlement, there
are "three battle front" referred to, these being the home,
government, and public relations. Under the government
front, we read "Action on this front requires unceasing
operations. Among major activities might be listed: Collab-
oration with the WRA.." (JACL Archives.) Perhaps collabora-
tion was not meant in the pejorative sense, but merely that
JACL would work with the WRA on the issue of resettlement.

Later in Supplement No. 25 on the issue of relocation,
we see the reference "JACL will act as consultant, resource,
and liaison with local committees, WRA, Manpower Commission,
Social Service Agencies." (JACL Archives.)

HOUSE UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE, DIES COMMITTEE,
COSTELLO SUB-COMMITTEE

In the words of author Michi Weglyn, the House Un-Amer-
ican Activities Committee of Congress, headed by Congressman
Martin Dies, with a sub-committee headed by John M.
Costello, was '"the most unbridled campaign aimed at discred-
iting not only the evacuees but also their allegedly 'soft-
on Japs' keepers." (Weglyn, Years of Infamy, Morrow:New
York, 1976, p.151.) The main contention of Costello in the
hearings, which began on June 8, 1943, was that "the JACL-
dictated WRA was overfeeding, overpampering and over-releas-
ing" Japanese Americans into inland communities. (Ibid,
p.152.) The committee's chief investigator was Robert E.
Stripling. His "strategy was to depict JACL as a dangerous,
un-American organization, and then to show that JACL through
Masaoka wielded undue influence over WRA." (Hosokawa, JACL:
In Quest of Justice, Morrow: New York, 1982, p.225.) The
headlines announced that confidential WRA policy directives
were in the files of JACL'S Washington Office and of
Masaoka's presence and participation in top level WRA
meetings. (Ibid.) That the Costello Committee's contention
was thoroughly discredited is undisputed by all authors and
chroniclers of Japanese American history.

However, the testimony of Dillon Myer and Mike Masaoka
as well as others does provide additional insights into the
WRA-JACL relationship as well as into other JACL related
issues.

Dillon Myer testified before the Dies Committee begin-

ning on July 6, 1943. His testimony of July 7, 1943 was
that "he meet in conference with either Masaoka or Kanazawa
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once a week for about a year." (NA, RG 107 Box___,Entry __,
File ___, Courtesy Jack Herzig.) The purpose of these
visits according to Myer was to learn of news for the
Pacific Citizen newspaper. (Ibid.) Myer also received
information from the JACL. "Witness stated that about two
weeks ago he requested copies of Masaoka's reports to the
National Headquarters from the Salt Lake office of JACL ,
and that he had read most of Masaoka's reports. (Ibid.) Myer
responded to the question of whether JACL was given confi-
dential WRA directives by stating,

JACL received WRA administrative instructions and
directives just as anyone else who requested them.
...the words "For Use of WRA Staff Only" on the
directives did not imply, in any way, that the
directives and instructions were confidential.
(Ibid.)

Myer also testified that he and Masaoka discussed
policy. '"He admitted that he discussed policy with Masaoka
on a number of occasions. He stated, however, that he had
not discussed all major policies with Masaoka before adop-
tion." (Ibid.) Why then did Masaoka's reports to National
Headquarters such as one dated September 19, 1942 read as
follows?

Myer put this up to me. Myer deals with us like
he deals with his own staff. We have discussed
every major policy with him before its adoption.
Do not reveal any confidential material, and
allow all matters of policy to be announced first
by WRA. Congressmen would jump down their
respective throats (WRA) if they knew the part

we play in forming WRA policy. Do not reveal any
confidential material as we are fortunate to
obtain these directives. (Ibid.)

In fact, this attitude is supported by another JACLer.
George Inagaki, in his report to the National Staff on
January 18, 1943 wrote the following:

Confidential Matters:

WRA being so good about letting JACL in on
important confidential matters, am deathly
afraid that I might let something out or they
might leak out elsewhere unintentionally. Ben
Yoshioka was surprised at the confidence Holland
had in us...Mike has done a heluva good job with
the WRA. John Thomas expressed same thought.
JACL must live up to it. (JACL Archives.)

The reason given for this is, according to Myers's
testimony, "Masaoka was often expansive in his reports and
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was given to exaggerations. He took credit for policies
formulated by others." (Ibid.) In fact, the major by-prod-
uct of the Dies Committee was the discrediting of Mike
Masaoka.

When Masaoka was called to testify, beginning on July
3, 1943, he began with a chronology of his employment
history. We are told that,

subject was appointed National Secretary of JACL
by the National Board of JACL and resided in San
Francisco at the time of evacuation. Witness was
not evacuated and refused to state the reason
therefor. Witness stated that he worked on the
evacuation and volunteered information to

Naval Intelligence. In May, 1942, he came to the
Eastern Headquarters of JACL in Washington, D.C.
(Ibid.)

The information volunteered to Naval Intelligence may very
well be the '"personal, confidential reports to Lt. Brown,"
which Masaoka urged JACL to undertake.

Masaocka also testified that he exaggerated the member-
ship of the JACL.

Witness stated that at the time of evacuation
JACL had 20,000 members, but that since evacu-
ation this membership has fallen off to 5,000.
Witness admitted that in May and June, 1943,

JACL claimed a much larger membership and
accredited this to the fact that in March, 1942,
JACL decided to freeze its membership even
though members had not paid their dues. Witness
admitted the JACL publicly has claimed a member-
ship of 20,000 and has reported this fact to
Dillon Myer and the WRA. Doctor Matthews,
Committee Investigator, produced a list of

the membership of JACL taken from JACL records,
and a count of the members listed showed 1800
reqgular members and 600 associate members.
Witness stated that the list of 20,000 members is
either in San Francisco of has been lost. Witness
stated that JACL misrepresented and exaggerated
its membership because it is the only group in

a position to represent Japanese Americans in the
United States. (Ibid.)

This testimony is remarkable for a number of reasons.
Within the context of the relationship between the WRA and
JACL , Masaoka is guilty of misleading Myer, the WRA and the
government in general. Masaoka wanted the JACL and himself
to be the voice of Japanese Americans, even if the numbers
did not support such a position. One also detects an ends

15



justifies the means attitude in Masaoka's justification that
the JACL was the only group in a position to represent
Japanese Americans in the U.S. As a result, Masaoka "padded"
the membership figures considerably. If JACL had only 1800
regular members and 600 associated members out of an
internee population of approximately 110,000-120,000,
exactly whose voice were they?

Moreover, the Committee questioned Masaoka on a state-
ment in his September 19, 1942 report to National Headquar-
ters which read, "we must increase our membership. Make
everyone automatic members if necessary. Our membership
does not cooperate with us." (Ibid.) His reply was "that
the plan to make all Japanese-Americans automatic members
was not effected. He stated that when he referred to
non-cooperativeness of the membership, he was thinking of
the militant minorities of the JACL." (Ibid.) One wonders
at the audacity of a plan to make everyone who was Japanese
American a member of the JACL ostensibly for the purposes of
being able to make representations to the government.

In response to the claim that JACL was receiving
confidential material from the WRA, Masaoka's response was
that "he was merely exaggerating and 'liked to shoot the
bull.' He admitted that JACL received directives possibly
before the public would be permitted to receive them."
(Ibid.)

According to the Library of Congress' Legislative
Reference Service Summary of this'same testimony, Masaoka

admitted a tendency to exaggerate and a strong
desire to put his organization in as good a light
as possible. He also agreed that he had sometimes
used big names to impress his own national
organization. He had written of meeting Mrs.
Roosevelt, Chief Justice Stone, Mr. Stimson, Mr.
Knox, Mr. Biddle and others, but on questioning
revealed that although he had met the first two,
his contacts with the others had been indirect.
(Costello Sub-committee, July 5, 1943, G-754,
File T 1.03, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

He was again confronted with the following statement,

We are unable to obtain additional gasoline from
WRA since an investigation might reveal that a
Japanese pressure group is dictating their
policies. (NA, RG 107, Box__, Entry . File
____, Courtesy Jack Herzig.)

Masaoka's response was "that JACL did not dictate the policy

of WRA, but admitted that JACL 'liked to feel that they had
influence with WRA'."(Ibid.)
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The remainder of Masaoka's time before the Committee
was spent with the Committee confronting him with statements
and Masaoka backing down from these statements. He did
close his testimony by endorsing the need for segregation,
but that it "should not be based entirely on answers to
question 28 on the WAR Department questionnaire. Some
considerations should be given the reasons for these an-
swers." (Ibid.)

Another person who testified before the Dies Committee
was Eastern Representative of the JACL, Joe Kanazawa. The
Committee questioned Kanazawa on the content of a letter
received from a Karl Konda of the Manzanar Center. The
letter read:

It is difficult to hold on to democracy
here at Manzanar. Issei and Kibei are pro-
Japanese, and propaganda is Nisei. Nisei
sabotage their own people under the JACL
banner. Issei and Kibei outnumber Nisei

by two to one. (Ibid.)

Kanazawa explained the letter and "stated that JACL has had
bad leaders who have sabotaged their own people. He admit-
ted that he knew of such a leader." (Ibid.) The Library of
Congress Legislative Reference Service Summary of the
Committee added this to the letter from Manzanar.

I saw a clique of rapacious Nisei riding down
their parents and under the JACL banner sabotage
their own people and even their fellow nisei...
This was the type of man who ripped his fellow
Japanese up the back with one hand and waved the
flag with the other. (Costello Sub-Committee
Un-American Activities, July 3, 1943, G-753, File
T 1.03, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

Kanazawa's response was that he "admitted that among the
JACL members there probably were some who fitted the above
description." (Ibid.)

Kanazawa's testimony also concluded with his statement
"that JACL has advocated segregation of loyal from disloyal
Japanese-Americans for some time." (NA, RG 107, Entry _ _,
Box__, File __, Courtesy Jack Herzig.)

The result of the Committee's work was Senate Resolu-
tion 166, passed on July 6, 1943 which was a call for
segregating the disloyal out of camp, and ultimately into
Tule Lake. (Weglyn, Years of Infamy, Morrow:New York, 1976,
p- 154.)

NEWSPRINT REQUEST FOR PACIFIC CITIZEN
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on December 7, 1944, Saburo Kido wrote to Dillon Myer,
requesting an increase in the number of copies of the
Pacific Citizen, which had been limited due to a quota on
newsprint. The request was based upon Kido's assertion that
winasmuch as we believe that the Pacific Citizen is a great
contribution to the war effort in that it is serving the
persons of Japanese ancestry and their friends." He then
asked Myer to "contact Mr. Hanson and give your impression
of the Pacific citizen and our value to the government and
to the war effort." (NA, RG 210, Entry 16, Box 471, File
71.505-JACL.) On the upper right hand corner of the letter
is this notation,"1-2-45 Talked to Tajiri on phone DSM".
attached in the file and appended to the letter is a note
paper which reads, "D.S. Meyer I think a discreet call to
Hansen might be in order. The PC, after all, has been a
pretty valuable organ for the program. T." (Ibid.)

Based upon the notation on the letter that Myer spoke
to Tajiri on the phone, it is likely that the notepaper was
written by Larry Tajiri, editor of the Pacific Citizen. He
worked out of the Salt Lake City Office where Saburo Kido's
letter originated. It is noteworthy to see that JACL was
hoping to trade the support and cooperation provided through
its organ, the Pacific Ccitizen for an additional 1,000
copies. One also wonders for what "program" Tajiri thought
the Pacific citizen was a valuable organ?

POSTSCRIPT

After the end of the war, Mike Masaoka, as National
Secretary of the JACL wrote to M.M. Tozier, who was at one
time, Acting Cchief, Reports and Public Relations for the War
Relocation Authority. The letter is addressed to "Toze" and
asks for "a commendation of the Japanese American Citizens
League in your reports for the way we have cooperated with
the WRA and have supported pretty generally its program."
(NA, RG 210, Entry 1ls, Box 471, File 71.505, JACL.) This
letter stands as a concise summary of the WRA-JACL relation-
ship during internment, characterized by cooperation and
support to the government from the JACL.

MILITARY

At the JACL Special National Conference during November
17-24, 1942, Colonel Kie Rasmussen requested and obtained
the assistance of the JACL in recruiting for the Military
Intelligence Language School at Camp Savage.

Mr. M. Masaoka

How can we help you? You wish this group to
return to the centers and urge their qualified
persons to enlist-is that right?
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Col. Rasmussen
Yes. (JACL Archives.)

The six page Minutes of the meeting with Rasmussen were
found in JACL Archives, stamped Confidential, Not for
Release or Publication.

One other reference to the military was found in JACL
inter-office correspondence from Joe Grant Masaoka to the
National Secretary and Headquarters for the period covering
4/29 to 5/15, 1943. On the top of the page we read:

FORT RITLEY COMMANDANT DISTRUST NISEI SOLDIERS;
According to reliable sources, including letters
from Nisei soldiers stationed there, all Nisei
not sent out of camp in special assignment were
confined to their barracks on the occasion of
President Roosevelt's recent visit there.

Note to Joe Kanazawa: Could you please bring this
to the attention of the War Department and prevent
a recurrence? This has been a matter of much
griping among Nisei and circulation of this
incident is current within the centers. (JACL
Archives.)

This is a reference to an incident where Japanese
American soldiers were kept out of the President's view by
being confined to their barracks. The implication was that
the Commandant didn't want Nisei to be seen in uniform, that
Nisei soldiers weren't worthy to wear their service uni-
forms. The Fort Riley incident is one of a number of
incident involving Nisei soldiers. However, the JACL memo
requesting a stop to such actions is the only reference in
JACL documents which was found. Many of the incidents
dealing with Nisei soldiers have come under the heading of
military resisters, a topic which was not addressed in this
study.
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IIC. JACL Activities in Camp
GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF JACL IN CAMP

At the request of WRA Director Dillon Myer, the FBI
undertook a survey of the ten camps. This survey was headed
and the report written by Myron Gurnea. In it, Gurnea gives
his official assessment of the presence of the JACL in camp.

One of the greatest causes for internal disorder
has perhaps been the Japanese-American Citizens
League. The members of the Japanese-American
citizens League have been very outspoken in
proclaiming their loyalty to the United States.
It is of course, commendatory that these
individuals would be loyal to this country;
however, there are some indications that their
views are as political as patriotic. It is the
consensus of opinion among the Japanese that the
Japanese-American Citizens League in collabor-
ation with the United States Government,

"sold them out" and did not put up a fight to
block relocation. This feeling is so predominant
that the Japanese now refer to Mike Masuoko [sic],
the national president of the Japanese-American
Citizens League, as Moses Masuoko [sic],

stating that he "led them out of california."
Many of the individuals who received beatings have
been members of the Japanese-American Citizens
League, and as such are individuals who either
cooperated with the Government agencies or were
active in sponsoring loyalty programs. (Gurnea,
FBI Survey of Japanese Relocation Centers, File
E 11.00, p.7, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

Gurnea's survey was made up of two parts. The above
comments were contained in Part I. In Part II, Gurnea
conducted interviews with WRA Personnel at each of the
camps. In his interview of WRA Personnel at the Minidoka
camp, the following ccmments were made. n"stafford also
stated at this point it is his desire to keep the Japanese-
American Citizens League from indulging in any political
activity in the center." (NA, RG 210, Entry 17, Box 1, part
II, Gurnea Report-Interviews with WRA Personnel, p. 280)
Comments from personnel at Poston expressed that "[a] great
number of the Japanese feel that the Japanese-American
Ccitizens League sold them out to the Americans. For that
reason there is a considerable amount of resentment among
the Japanese toward the former members and officials of the
Japanese-American Citizens League. (Ibid, pp.291-292.)

One of the main causes for resentment against the JACL
stemmed from allegations that many of the leaders had been
informants for government intelligence agencies and



continued in that capacity while in camp. We have already
examined the former allegation. Now let us turn our atten-
tion to the latter.

NISEI STOOGES/JACL INFORMANTS

A Western Defense Command confidential Memorandum circa
August 1942, indicated the Army's intention of utilizing
informants from within the internee population for security
purposes. The report recommended:

that Civil Affairs Division discover the Kibei
leaders in all assembly centers and camps through
security police, camp management, and the use of
Nisei stooges in staging a similar meeting as was
held in Manzanar. (NA, RG 338, Entry 1,Box 12,
File 323.3, Manzanar.)

Attached to this Memorandum are letters written by Tokie
Slocum, Karl Yoneda and Fred Tayama in response to meetings
held by Kibei at Manzanar, conducted in the Japanese lan-
guage.

In fact, Assistant Project Director Ned Campbell
allegedly remarked that "I didn't know it, but there are
Army and Naval Intelligence and FBI agents right here in
camp, but don't you worry, they haven't got the power you
think they have." (Tanaka, Documentary Reports, 6/42-7/42,
pp. 122-123, File O 10.06, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

This is, perhaps, a good seque into the topic of
whether any JACLers were involved in these roles and activi-
ties.

A number of the members of the Anti-Axis Committee of
the Southern District Council of the JACL were highly
prominent and outspoken in their work to aid Federal Intel-
ligence Agencies prior to internment. As many Japanese
Americans in the Los Angeles area eventually were interned
at Manzanar, it follows that these same individuals would be
prominent and outspoken in the same capacity at Manzanar.
One of the most infamous of informants, both prior to and
during internment was none other than Tokie Slocum.

At Manzanar, rumors that "Slocum is an FBI agent"
cropped up as early as May, 1942, immediately
following his arrival at the Center. These rumors
were frequently traced to Slocum himself who
privately let it be known among enough people for
such circulation that he was in constant
correspondence with agents of the FBI in Los
Angeles as well as prominent officials in the
veterans groups to which he belonged. (Tanaka,



"Report on Manzanar Riot," p. 34, File O 10.12,
JERS, Bancroft Library.)

Slocum had also let it be known what the results of his
work with the FBI were. "Slocum also bragging on turning in
40 people to FBI." (Merritt Collection, #122, Box 17, "Law
& order Misc." File, SC-URL, UCILA.)

Tokie Slocum testified before Senator A.B. "Happy"
chandler of Kentucky, who had headed up another of the
several state and congressional investigatory subcommittees
which sprang up after the Manzanar riot." (Weglyn, Years of
Infamy, Morrow: New York, 1976, p. 153.) Slocum responded
to Chandler's question of what he was doing in camp.

So I went and put in 8 months over there and

put in 8 months as an observer for the FBI, with
the blessing of Mr. Hood, who is the head of the
FBI in Los Angeles, and all the time I was there
it was my duty, at $16 a month, which is the
standard salary of all internees in the camp, to
make observations and analyses, trace down the
rumors, gossips, and various subversive activities
in camp and make reports to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, and I was allowed postage and
envelopes and that is all I asked. During that
time I believe I was of some help to our
government. (Merritt Collection, #122, Box 15,
Chandler Investigation Folder, pp. 121-122, sc-
URL, UCLA.)

According to another source, "there is ample evidence
to support the statement Slocum created the impression at
Manzanar that he was 'working for the FBI.' My personal
opinion is that Slocum was never employed as a paid agent of
the FBI but volunteered information and correspondence
regularly." (Tanaka, "Report on Manzanar Riot," pp. 90-91,
File O 10.12, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

Slocum's activities are confirmed by other government
sources. An FBI document, dated January 23, 1943 regarding
npokutaro Slocum, Activities in War Relocation Centers,
Internal Security-J," states "it is recommended that Slocum
be contacted in Washington, D.C. and warned against repre-
senting that he has been employed by the Bureau." (Courtesy
Michi Weglyn.) Since much of the document has been '"blacked
out", it is difficult to know the entire context of this
statement. The reference to Manzanar and the date would
indicate that the FBI's concern was over Slocum's testimony
pefore the Chandler Committee, previously reviewed.

Another memorandum, dated August 14, 1943 from John F.
Embree, Chief Washington Analyst of the WRA, to John H.



Provinse, Chief of Community Services also of the WRA,
refers to Tokie Slocum's activities.

...little information of real significance to the
military authorities in this country could come to
the attention of this government via the Nisei.
However, this does not mean that there have not
been Nisei anxious to aid the intelligence
agencies to the utmost of their abilities.

Tokie Slocum, while not in all ways an admirable
character, should at least satisfy intelligence
agencies by his stool pigeoning activities.

(NA, RG 210, Box 286, File 39.051, #2, "August
1943," p.2.)

A person who shared in Slocum's notoriety both during
Anti-Axis days as well as at Manzanar was Fred Tayama. This
should not be surprising. We have learned in an earlier
section how Tayama was originally chairman of the Anti-Axis
Committee but welcomed Slocum into the group and quickly
turned over the reins of leadership to him.

A confidential WCCA Report from the Inspection and
Fiscal Division on Manzanar, dated August 12, 1942, provides
information on a number of Japanese Americans at this camp.
The notes on Fred Tayama state that he "reports to FBI, G-3
Army, G-3 Navy." (NA, RG 338, Entry 1, Box 12, File 323.2
"Manzanar," p.6.) ‘Later in the same document, Tayama is
referred to as "Fred (FBI reporter)..." (Ibid, p.7.) The
second reference misspells his surname as Toyaura, but
given the context of Joe Kurihara, Ted Akahoshi and the
Block Leaders Council, the reference had to be to Tayama.

Even a JACL document contains a reference to Tayama
reporting to the FBI. George Inagaki wrote a memo to the
National Staff dated Saturday, January 16, 1943, which was

stamped received, January 18, 1943. The heading read, "Rumor
from Manzanar."

Story is that Tayama's report to FBI or Naval
Intelligence got into the hands of Slocum and the
latter, in order to focus hatred away from self,
circulated copy of letter among people in center.
Believe it's just one of those reports, don't see
how he could get a copy. (JACL Archives.)

Now the rumor isn't whether Tayama reported to the FBI or
Naval Intelligence. According to the context, the rumor is
whether Slocum got his hands on said report.

An entry in Ralph Merritt's diary should convert the
alleged rumor into fact. Merritt was the Project Director
at Manzanar during the Riot of December 6, 1942. His diary



entry for November 13th and 14th of 1945 when he visited the
Tule Lake camp, recorded a visit with Joe Kurihara, one of
the participants of the riot.

Said he wanted to apologize for trouble he

had caused and then launched into story...
Tayama reporting to FBI. Slocum making copies of
his reports (4 and 7) and giving to Kurihara.
(Merritt Diary, Merritt Collection #122, Box 17,
File "Law & Order, Misc." p.l.)

If the last sentence of the diary entry can be read to mean
that Slocum made copies of Tayama's reports, them Tayama
made quite a few reports to the FBI and Slocum did indeed
circulate copies.

Informants were not limited to Manzanar. An undated
Memorandum from the District Intelligence officer of the
11th Naval District (San Diego) to the Director of Naval
Intelligence on the subject of "Activities of Inmates,
Japanese Relocation Centers" writes:

1. From time to time this District Intelligence
Officer has forwarded to the Director of Naval
Intelligence information as to the serious
anti-American and pro-Japanese activities carried
out within the relocation camps at Poston, Arizona
and Manzanar, California. The information has
been obtained from informants within these camps,
and believed to be reliable...

9. At the present time Lyle KURISAKI who has
cooperated with this office, is on thirty days
leave from Poston #1. His family is still in the
camp and according to information, is being

made to suffer serious mistreatment...

(NA, RG 210, Entry 17, Box 2, File "WRA", PpPPp.
1-2.)

Kurisaki's work with the FBI and ONI prior to evacua-
tion through the Imperial County Citizens Welfare Committee
has already been addressed. This present Memorandum indi-
cates that Kurisaki continued in his capacity and was an
informant with the ONI while in Poston. Now, it is possible
that the Memo meant to refer to his previous intelligence
work. But, given the context that the Memo was discussing
information obtained from informants within Poston and
Manzanar, it appears that Kurisaki was such an informant.

SELF-GOVERNMENT

A secondary cause for resentment against the JACL
during the internment period had to do with the issue of



self-government. As a cause of resentment, it was particu-
lar to the leadership and events at specific camps.

An early look into the conditions at the Minidoka
Center reveal an initial expectation by members of the JACL
that they would inherit the internal leadership. In a
September 3, 1942 Memorandum from the District Intelligence
Officer, 13th Naval District to the Director of Naval
Intelligence, the DIO gives the following report.

The Japanese American Citizens League faction
which was in charge of the internal
administration at the Puyallup Assembly

Center, apparently took it for granted that they
would be asked to carry on similarly at Minidoka.
This, however, has not been the case. The
Relocation Authorities have decided that there
shall be no group or clique control but a free
government based upon elections after arrival of
all evacuees. (NA, RG 210, Entry 17, Box 2, File
"WRA.")

The DIO described the JACL faction as a "clique" and con-
trasts their internal administration at Puyallup with "free
government" pursuant to elections at Minidoka, as if the two
descriptions are mutually exclusive. Moreover, this de-
scription of the JACL group at Puyallup is consistent with
what earlier commentators such as Frank Miyamoto, Bill
Hosokawa, and Ken Nishimoto told us about the lack of -
elective process at Puyallup.

The Manzanar Camp also had its self-government woes.
We are told that,

"in the early stages of Manzanar's development,
there is little doubt that individuals associated
with the two groups expressed this rivalry in
efforts to secure key administrative jobs. 1In a
real sense, there was jockeying and maneuvering
for what may be described here as political
control or leadership of the population. (Tanaka,
Documentarian Report, January 25, 1943, File

O 7.50, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

One of these two groups, of course, was the JACL. However,
it is difficult to examine self-government and the JACL's
role in any problems associated with it outside of the
context of one of the most major disturbances at a camp, the
December 6, 1942, Manzanar Riot.

MANZANAR RIOT



While most newspaper accounts at the time characterized
the disturbance as Pro-Axis violence targeted at Pro-Ameri-
can victims, the primary sources from that era did not see
it that simply. We will begin our examination of this
incident from the point of view of one of the participants,
Togo Tanaka, Documentary Historian at Manzanar.

The Manzanar Riot of December 6 was the logical
outgrowth of pre-evacuation factional conflicts
among evacuees, clashes of ideology intensified
by War, and the unhealthy condition of
accumulating resentment within the limited area of
the Center. (Tanaka, "Manzanar Riot," January 29,
1943, p. 1-2, File O 7.50, JERS, Bancroft
Library.)

Tanaka identifies three groups at Manzanar as 1) the
JACL, 2) those anti-JACL but more accurately, left-wing with
some being communists, and 3) Anti-Administration-
Anti-JACL, which unlike the previous two, had no pre-evacua-=
tion history but was primarily indigenous to Manzanar.

(Ibid, pp.3-4.)

Tanaka continues and says that "on December 6, 1942,
Manzanar was not unlike a powder keg. Groups I, ITI and II
constituted exceedingly short fuses. One single incident--
the attack on Fred Tayama and the subsequent arrest of Harry
Ueno--ignited the whole barrel." (Ibid, p.9.)

The question remains whether JACL had any role in the
resentments or actions which led to the "exceedingly short
fuses" within Manzanar. Tanaka's response is yes.

Efforts of pre-evacuation JACL leaders to continue
their activities within Manzanar were undoubtedly
a contributing cause to the situation which
eventually culminated in the December 6 riot.
That the JACL, and the individuals who more or
less stood impressed in the public mind as
representing it (Fred Tayama, Togo Tanaka, Joe
Masaoka, Tad Ueno, Tom Imai) as a group enjoyed
little--if any--popularity from the outset of

the project is generally conceded. (Tanaka,
"Report of Manzanar Riot," p.46, File O 10.12,
JERS, Bancroft Library.)

From this point on, the JACL group found itself exclud-
ed from administrative jobs, they complained about life in
camp and about the Issei control over the Block leaders'
Council, and finally kept in contact with Headquarters at
salt Lake City. Fred Tayama was the acknowledged chairman
of the group. (Ibid, p. 47.)



The impression early gained among the Japanese
speaking population that the JACL was persecuting
the Japanese people, spying upon innocent Issei
for the FBI (an impression due more to the
activities of a single individual than to any
group=-that individual in the estimation of the
JACL group being Tokutaro Slocum), that the JACL
was, to translate a frequently used Japanese
expression, "putting a noose around our neck."
(Ibid, p.49.)

The next incident occurred when then Project Director
Roy Nash made an announcement that the Block Leaders Council
would be replaced by an elected council of U.S. citizens
only. The reaction was "a camp-wide furor arose; it was
directed principally against the JACL; its chief target was
Fred Tayama, its lesser targets the individuals associated
with him." (Ibid.) Even though an announcement explained
that the restriction to U.S. citizens came from Washington,
D.C., this did not dispel the rumors that the JACL was
responsible. (Ibid, p. 50.)

Tanaka relates that part of the animosity was due to
the failed effort by the JACL group to organize a "Manzanar
Citizens Federation" in July and August of 1942. (Ibid.)

The next conflict developed when Fred Tayama, elected
Chairman of the Manzanar Work Corps came into conflict with
Harry Ueno, organizer of the Japanese Mess Hall Workers
Union. (Ibid, p.51.) "A campaign of slandering ensued with
unusual vigor, even for Manzanar." (Ibid, p.51.) Threaten-
ing posters from the Blood Brothers appeared. (Ibid, p.52.)

Another event which has a bearing on the timing of
the attack on Tayama and the riot which followed
was the JACL Convention held in Salt Lake City,
Utah in mid-November. One of the convention's
reported resolutions pledged the Nisei as willing
to volunteer for the armed forces if given the
opportunity to do so from the relocation centers.
That this resolution was seized upon by the
Ueno-Kurihara-Yamaguchi group to arouse intense
anti-JACL sentiment in Manzanar was evident
everywhere in the Center, and Kurihara was
reported to have gone about various blocks
announcing that "we're going to have another
Poston riot here, only it will be a hundred times

worse; we are going to kill all the dogs." (Ibid,
p.52.)

Morris Opler, the Community Analyst for Manzanar writes

of the impact of JACL advocating for the Nisei Draft upon
the Manzanar Riot.



Many of the JACL leaders never entered Centers.
From their Salt Lake City headquarters they issued
manifestoes which were designed to assure the
American people of the patriotism and pro-
democratic views of those of Japanese ancestry

in this country. They underestimated the
disillusionment and the cynicism over such slogan
which the people in the Centers felt. There grew a
marked disjunction between the public statements
of the leaders of the JACL and the material
published in their journal, and what the people

in the Centers were thinking. When the JACL
advocated the formation of a Nisei Battalion, the
smoldering rebellion broke out into violence and
JACL representatives in Manzanar were intimidated
or beaten up. This was an important factor in the
incident of December 6, 1942. (Opler, "The Effects
of the Nisei Draft at Manzanar," 3/11/44, Merritt
Collection, #122, Box 23, File #9 "Registration
1944-1945, p.13.)

In fact, tension was already building when the an-=
nouncement of the JACL Convention appeared.

Each Center was to name two official delegates.
Obviously, with feeling against the JACL at

fever pitch, there could be no open election of
delegates at Manzanar. When some prominent young
men of the Center, who were obviously preparing

to go somewhere, were asked about their
destination, they gave evasive answers. It was
not until the men in question had left that a
notice appeared in the Free Press, giving the
names of these who had gone to Salt Lake City as
"representatives from Manzanar."

It was known that the JACL had been active in
Second Front Petitions and in appeals that
Americans of Japanese Ancestry be used in the
draft. There was apprehension among the residents
concerning what action the National body would
take at this convention, especially since the JACL
had been charged with speaking without
authorization for all Japanese in America on other
occasions of crisis. There were threats about
what would be done to the "delegates" if they
dared to claim that they represented the people of
Manzanar or if they took any objectionable action
which was in any way binding upon the residents of
Manzanar. (Opler,"A History of Internal Government
at Manzanar, March 42-Dec 42," 7/15/44, PP- 97-8,
Merritt Collection, #122, Box 12, File #1,

SC-URL, UCLA.)



Needless to say, Fred Tayama was one of the Manzanar
delegates. He returned to camp on December 4, 1942.
Coincidentally, the night of his return was marked by the
removal of a Block representative by the FBI.

When Fred Tayama was beaten and Harry Ueno accused of
being one of the attackers, the powder keg blew. To be
fair, "JACL Activity" was by no means the only contributing
cause to this event. Tanaka also lays blame at the "inade-
quate, ill-prepared or ill-advised Administrators,"
to the government decision of mass evacuation based upon
race, and basic incompatibility of the conflicting groups.
(Tanaka, "Report of Manzanar Riot," pp. 59, 46, File O
10.12, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

Government sources, other than Opler also lay the blame
for the disturbance, in part on JACL members. When Robert
Throckmorton, the Project Attorney concluded his Memorandum
to Ralph Merritt on the "events leading up to the Riot of
December 6, 1942" he wrote the following:

Perhaps, the main significance of these comments
is that they show that the primary reasons for
the demonstration did not involve the question of
loyalty or disloyalty or the fact that the
anniversary of Pearl Harbor was at hand. The
primary causes appear to be (1) those which led
the people to believe that Ueno had been unjustly
arrested; and, (2) those which led them to hate
Fred Tayama, other JACL leaders and certain
members of the Administrative staff.
(Throckmorton, 12/6/43, p.3, Merritt Collection,
#122, Box 16, File "Law & Order," SC-URL, UCIA.)

Ralph Merritt himself, in a letter to Dillon Myer,
dated January 7, 1943 referred to "the chief sources of the
disturbance to the peace of Manzanar-the Los Angeles JACL
crowd, headed by the Tayamas...and the Tanakas." (Merritt
Collection, #122, Box 16, File "Law & Order Incident,"
SC-URL, UCLA.)

It may be fair to say that the actions of a handful of
men, who were one of several contributing causes for the
riot at Manzanar, should not bring down the organization to
which they belonged. However, as was pointed out by one of
those men, Togo Tanaka, these men, more or less represented
in the public's mind the JACL. Any impact they had upon
events leading up to December 6, 1942 was and has been
perceived as JACL'S impact on the same events.
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IID. Position and Action on Loyalty Oath

NO-NOs

After Registration, what were the JACL's position and
actions towards those who answered NO to questions 27 and 28
of the "Application for Leave Clearance" first distributed
on February 10, 19437

Inter-office correspondence beginning May 19, 1943 from
Saburo Kido to Teiko Ishida contains the following discus-
sion:

Regarding the members who answered "no", Mike
suggests that we send out a bulletin to all
chapters that such members will be suspended.

He believes this is necessary for our records;
that is, we should be clear as to the loyalty of
our members. Also we cannot accept anyone who has
answered, '"'mo." (JACL Archives.)

The response, dated May 21, 1943, from Teiko Ishida, to
Kido offers this:

Mike certainly has had a change of heart. We felt
right along that the no-no's should be segregated
and no further effort be expended upon them.
However, a bulletin to all chapters announcing
that all "no-no" members would be suspended will
be of no avail unless we have a list of such
registrants. Furthermore, we must have this 1list
of no-no's in order to refuse membership to
certain individuals. Please have Mike secure such
a list from the WRA before we can issue such a
pulletin or know to whom to refuse membership.
(JACL Archives.)

Kido writes another letter, dated May 25, 1943 to Hito
Okada and Teiko Ishida, which begins with this paragraph:

As far as the "no-no" ones are concerned, I don't
think we can possibly find out so the best thing
is just issue the request to sign the loyalty
pledge of all associated members. Then if there
is a chapter, issue a special letter to the
chapter that the "no-no" ones will have to be
suspended until such time as the records are
cleared. And if they have any reason for
changing the answer to yes, possibly we can
suggest to write to the WRA. It is the best
that we do this and protect our position.

(JACL Archives.)



The response, dated May 27, 1943, was that "we shall
continue having our Associated members execute the Oath of
Allegiance if they have not previously done so." Also, only
two chapters would be requested to suspend their "no-no"
members. This same information was also sent to Mike
Masaoka by Teiko Ishida on the same date, May 27, 1943.
(JACL Archives)

It would seem that JACL's position towards the "no-nos"
was that they should be segregated. This was expressed by
Teiko Ishida, a staffer at the Salt Lake City Headquarters
Office. Not just segregated but "no further effort expended
upon them." Interestingly, Masaoka was not of the same
opinion initially, as was also reflected in Ishida's letter,
but must have come around. What is both implied and ex-
pressed in this correspondence is the presumption that those
who answered '"no" to both questions were disloyal, and
should be dealt with accordingly.

Contrast the JACL view with the concerns expressed to
Dillon Myer by Ralph Merritt, Project Director at Manzanar.
In his February 27, 1943 letter, he states:

On the other hand, it is important to determine
whether the "no" answer on the loyalty question
actually means a renouncing of citizenship or
whether it is a protest indirectly arising from
the pressures of the father who is a non-citizen
or directly representing the outcry of a man who
has, in his opinion, been ruthlessly and
wrongfully deprived during the last year of his
rights and position as a citizen. When all the
motives have been reviewed it must be concluded
that there is no such thing as a line of strict
demarcation...It is my considered conclusion that
the answer "No" has many shades of meaning and is
prompted by many motives, some of which are
attributable to our failures both past and
present, and some of which may yet be modified
and reversed without damage to the principles

of American citizenship. (Merritt Collection
#122, Box 15, File "Chandler", SC-URL, UCLA.)

Thus, unlike the JACL, Merritt saw no presumption of
disloyalty in the "no" answer and acknowledged both the
possibility of WRA errors and a means of rehabilitation.

On the other hand, the JACL was well aware of the
confusion posed by Question #28, particularly to the Issei.
Bulletin No. 3-D, dated February 23, 1943 from JACL National
Headquarters listed a number of items of which the Washing-
ton representative was requested to seek clarification.
"Confusion exists as to whether question No. 28 has been
officially changed or not." (JACL Archives.)



The concern expressed was that Japanese nationals might
pecome citizens without a country if they answered in the
affirmative. The clarification was that "guestion No. 28
has been officially changed by the WRA and recognized by the
War Department. The justice of the Issel complaints was
quickly realized." (JACL Archives)

on the issue of renunciation of citizenship, an April
13, 1944 letter to the War Relocation Authority from Teiko
Ishida, now Acting National Secretary indicated JACL's
position. "It is a matter of debate, but we agree with
Attorney General Biddle that those who answered in the
negative to question 28 heretofore have not expatriated. 1In
other words they are still American citizens." (NA, RG 210,
Entry 16, Box 142, General Classified Files 21.012, File
#32, "April 1944.")



IIE. Position and Action on Resisters and the WRA
' Segregation Process.

RESISTERS—-HEART MOUNTAIN

The policies and positions taken by the JACL relative
to the draft resisters at Heart Mountain were clearly and
plainly spelled out in correspondence, bulletins, memoranda
and in the editorials of the Pacific cCitizen.

One document in which JACL's position was concisely put
forth is a copy of a letter from Saburo Kido, dated April 3,
1944. On page two is a short paragraph dealing with the
Heart Mountain Resisters. "The group at Heart Mountain
definitely should be charged with sedition, especially the
leaders. The FBI has been studying the situation in the
centers and we were asked to loan them copies of the Rocky
Shimpo." (JACL Archives.)

In Bulletin #9, dated April 11, 1944 from JACL in Salt
Lake City, National President Saburo Kido introduced copies
of letters sent to Kiyoshi Okamoto of the Heart Mountain
Fair Play Committee and a Jack Nakagawa of Littleton,
Colorado. We are told that "both letters were sent by Mr.
Roger N. Baldwin, National Director of the American Civil
Liberties Union." (JACL Archives.) Both letters inform
their respective recipients of the moral strength and legal
weakness of their refusal to accept the military draft.
"The men who have refused to accept military draft are
within their rights, but they of course must take the
consequences. They doubtless have a strong moral case, but
no legal case at all." (JACL Archives.)

This particular Bulletin and the refusal of Roger
Baldwin to represent any of the draft resisters has led
three historians to question the role of the JACL in this
refusal of legal assistance.

What had occurred was that Kiyoshi Okamoto, head of the
Fair Play Committee, had written to the ACLU for legal
assistance in challenging the constitutionality of drafting
internees. National Director of the ACLU, Roger Baldwin
responded with the letter which was reprinted by the JACL
in the aforementioned Bulletin #9 by Saburo Kido and which
Baldwin had released to the press.

Thus the question which has been raised by Richard
Drinnon, Douglas Nelson and Roger Daniels is why Baldwin
made the letter public and what the JACL's role was in this
action?

Douglas Nelson, in his Heart Mountain:The History of
an American Concentration Camp, (Wisconsin State Historical
Society: Madison, 1976.) pp. 153-54 indicated that there was



evidence which implied that Baldwin's action had been at the
request of the JACL's Salt Lake City headquarters.

Likewise Roger Daniels writes, "what caused Baldwin to
release his letter publicly is not clear, but a letter from
Project Director Robertson to Dillon Myer implies that the
JACL's Salt Lake City headquarters may have requested him to
do so." (Concentration Camps:North America, Robert E.
Krieger Publishing Co. Inc.:Malabar,Florida,b 1981, pp.
126-7.)

The evidence to which all three authors point is a
letter dated April 17, 1944 from Guy Robertson, Project
Director of Heart Mountain Relocation Project to Dillon
Myer, Director of the WRA. The first two paragraphs from
the letter follow below:

In our lead story, this week we carried a letter
written by Roger Baldwin, National Director of the
American Civil Liberties Union, and directed to
Kiyoshi Okamoto, former leader of the Fair Play
Ccommittee within this center.

The letter, mimeographed and released by the Salt
Lake City Headquarters of the Japanese American
Ccitizens League with the approval of the New Yyork
office of the ACLU, is the strongest documentary
evidence that has come to our hands to support
our contention that draft resistance is not only
ill advised, but unsupported legally as a means
toward securing full citizenship rights for
Japanese Americans. (File M 1.09, JERS, Bancroft
Library.)

We can determine from this letter that at the least,
the ACLU and JACL worked in concert on the release of the
Baldwin-to-Okamoto letter to the public. Nor were their
joint efforts just in the logistics of releasing the matter
to the public, but they undoubtedly shared in what both
organizations must have anticipated as the impact upon the
resistance movement and the Fair Play Committee as Heart
Mountain. "[T]he major spokesman for civil liberties in the
United States had supported the JACL line, whose adherents
were jubilant: ACLU TAKES ISSUE WITH OKAMOTO was the Senti-
nel headline." (Daniels, Concentration Camps:North America,
Krieger:Malabar, 1981, pp.126-7.)

Whether JACL had any hand in the content of the letter
is not revealed by the Robertson-Myer letter. 1In Richard
Drinnon's view, referring to the "ACLU-JACL-WRA axis"
(p.301)

[e]vidence abounds that close working
relationships kept the national line taut.
Myer rode in tandem with Masaoka, as we



have seen, and also shared information and
documents with Baldwin. On August 31, 1943, for
instance, he sent Baldwin the "confidential" case
history of Roku M. (NA, RG 210), the former chief
of the warehouse at the Heart Mountain Hospital
and currently an inmate of Leupp. In turn Baldwin
shared data and views with Myer and the JACL
Secretary-see, for example, his memorandum "for
Ernest Besig, A.L. Wirin, Mike Masaoka," April 19,
1943 CHS 3580.

The next significant JACL document is one entitled
VISIT TO CHEYENNE COUNTY JATI. WITH JAPANESE AMERICAN DRAFT
DELINQUENTS. The interviewers were Min Yasui, who identi-
fied himself as an attorney and Joe Grant Masaoka, JACL
Regional Representative. The purposes of the trip, accord-
ing to the first page of this five page document , were two-
fold.

By interviewing the boys in the Cheyenne Ccunty
Jail, it was hoped that some indication of the
processes of thinking and the manner of
organization behind the draft resistance could be
gained, so as to be able to work the best |
procedures and the most practical programs to
counteract such influences in the relocation
centers. In addition thereto, it if were possible
to persuade any of the boys at the Cheyenne County
Jail to reconsider his stand, it was felt that
such repudiation would have some effect upon the
draft-resistance group in the centers, and tend

to dissuade others from following the same course
of action. (JACL Archives, p.1l.)

Many authors, Peter Irons included, have noted with
some irony, the fact that Min Yasui attempted to dissuade
these young draft resisters from taking a stand which was
similar to his earlier challenge of the curfew restrictions.
Yasui himself in this document attests to the similarity
between his struggle and that of the draft resisters. In
identifying himself in the document, Yasui states that he
is,

a licensed attorney in the State of Oregon, who
had attempted to secure a Supreme Court
declaration of citizenship rights of the Nisei,
identical to that which these Nisei draft
violators are now seeking...(JACL Archives, p. 1.)

Regardless of this admitted identity in why Yasui had
challenged curfew and why these resisters had challenged the
draft, Min's purpose in this interview was to try to change
their minds. Yasui "believed that a personal interview with
these boys would reveal to them the legal fallacies of their



thinking and attitude. It was felt that a man who has had
legal training and experiences in a county jail would have
some effect upon the boys in the Cheyenne County Jail."
(Ibid.) At a recent forum on the Heart Mountain Draft
Resisters, the irony of what Min Yasui was attempting to do
did not go unaddressed. "It was all right for Min Yasui to
challenge the government and to fight for his constitutional
rights, but it was wrong for us to do so." (Koshiyama, Mits,
Pacific citizen, Friday, September 8, 1989, "So.Calif.
JACLers Throw Spotlight on Nisei WWII Draft Resistance
Movement.")

Of particular note in the interview of the Heart
Mountain Resisters is the content of a conversation between
vYasui and Masacka and Carl L. Sackett, the U.S. Attorney for
Wyoming.

In talking to the U.S. Attorney, we pointed out
that the actions of these boys was not a
deliberate and intentional act of disloyalty,

but rather an ineffectual and certainly ill-
advised protest against the injustices and
suspension of certain civil rights for the past
two years suffered by those of Japanese ancestry.
(JACL Archives, p.2.)

This is a remarkable statement in light of the earlier
comments by Saburo Kido that these men should be charged
with sedition and in view of the comments seen in the
Pacific Citizen and Heart Mountain Sentinel editorials.
Moreover, the conversation with Sackett took place prior to
the commencement of any interviews with draft resisters.
Nonetheless, it appeared clear from the interview document
that neither Yasui or Masaocka felt the draft resisters were
disloyal or seditious. Not only that , but that the resist-
ers were willing to serve in the military once their citi-
zenship rights were restored. This is confirmed later in
the text when six of the 17 resisters who were housed in
the Cheyenne County Jail (out of a total of 59 who were
scattered in six jails throughout Wyoming) were interviewed.

Unanimously, they admitted they were fighting to
secure court action in order to clarify their
citizenship rights and status. Apparently, they
believe that this is the last resort by which they
can hope to gain a restoration of suspended civil
rights, such as the right to return to the
Prohibited Areas on the West Coast. None of the
boys have signed expatriation papers. They
continue to express a willingness to enter the
Army, if their concepts of equality of treatment
and citizenship are fulfilled. (JACL Archives,

p.3.)



In fact, the basic issues of loyalty and willingness to
serve in the military had been confirmed earlier during
the registration period at Heart Mountain. As Roger Daniels

tells us:

As it turned out, almost all of the key leaders
of what I have called the "left opposition"
remained at Heart Mountain after segregation
because they had either answered "Yes-Yes" to the
crucial questions or had so qualified their
answers that they were not "eligible" for

segregation. (Daniels, Concentration Camps: North

America, Krieger:Malabar 1981, p.123.)

A flyer distributed at a public forum co-sponsored by the
PSWDC JACL and the Southern Calif. Japanese American United

Methodist
Fair Play
questions

All
view were

Council also claimed that most the Heart Mountain
Committee Draft Resisters "answered 'yes' to both
or had qualified their answers."(Flyer.)

of this notwithstanding, two copies of the inter-
furnished to the FBI's Denver Special Agent in

Charge who then transmitted the same to the Director of the
FBI. This is documented by an FBI Office Memorandum Cover
Memo, dated May 26, 1944. (Courtesy Aiko Herzig.)

What

then is the significance of draft resistance by

"loyal" Japanese Americans and JACL's response to same?
Perhaps Roger Daniels can best sum it up.

This account of the "loyal" Japanese American
resistance-what I have called the "left
opposition"-is highly significant. It calls

into question the stereotype of the Japanese
American victim of oppression during World

War II who met his fate with stoic resignation
and responded only with superpatriotism. This
stereotype, like most, has some basis in reality.
Many Japanese Americans, conforming to the JACL
line, honestly felt that the only way they could
ever win a place for themselves in America was

by being better Americans than most. Whether or
not this kind of passive submission is the proper
way for free men to respond to injustice and
racism,is, of course a matter of opinion. But it
is important to note that not all "loyal" Japanese
Americans submitted; the resistance of the Heart
Mountain Fair Play Committee and of other
individuals and groups in the other camps, has
been almost totally ignored and in some

instances deliberately suppressed by chroniclers
of the Japanese Americans. The JACL-WRA view

has dominated the writing of the evacuation's
postwar history, thereby nicely illustrating E.H.



Carr's dictum that history is written by the
winners. The authors of these works have in some
cases been ignorant of the nature and scope of the
"left opposition"; others, more knowledgeable,
have either consciously underplayed it or
suppressed it completely, hoping thereby, in their
view at least, to manage and improve the image of
an oppressed people. There are those, however,
who will find more heroism in resistance than in
patient resignation. (Daniels, Concentration
Camps: North America, Krieger:Malabar, 1981,
pp-128-9.)

PACIFIC CITIZEN

The first editorial discussion of the Heart Mountain
Fair Play Committee in the Pacific Citizen was in Saburo
Kido's column "Timely Topics" in the Saturday, March 25,
1944 issue, p.6. The title was HEART MOUNTAIN'S FAIR PLAY
GROUP, and it read:

Any person who incites or encourages any citizen
to evade the draft is assuming a grave responsi-
bility. It is needless to say the offense
constitutes sedition. One must remember that one
of the most serious offenses a person can commit
is to become a 'draft dodger'. A nation will not
easily forgive or quickly forget anyone who
refuses to serve when his country calls in a
national emergency. It will be a tragic mistake
to have young men who are 18 or thereabouts to
become stigmatized as "draft dodgers" for the
rest of their lives. (Pacific citizen, vol.

18, Jan 1 to June 24, 1944.)

Again in a subsequent column, Saburo Kido wrote "... no
one will be sympathetic or condone 'draft dodging'. This is
one of the worst crimes that any citizen can commit."

(Ibid, Saturday, April 1, 1944.)

In the same issue, Bill Hosokawa in his "From the
Frying Pan" column, subtitled "periodic Patriots in Reloca-
tion Centers'", stated:

At first glance it would seem that the
committees that have sprung up in the various
relocation centers are all motivated by a
sincere desire to seek a showdown, once and for
all, as to the legal status of the nisei.
Undoubtedly many of the individuals behind these
committees are sincere, and their loyalty is
beyond question.

But there are others who can be identified only



as periodical patriots, individuals who protest
their Americanism and demand their rights as
citizens only when they are confronted with the
task of fulfilling the responsibilities of that
citizenship. (Ibid, p.5.)

Larry Tajiri wrote in an editorial called "The Bitter
Harvest":

This act of defiance by 41 young men is the result
of a combination of circumstances, misguided
leadership and information, and strong pressures
and influences. 1Its effect may be that of
negating the victory of loyal Japanese Americans
in winning the reinstitution of selective service,
and may retard the eventual full restoration to
Japanese Americans of the privileges of freedom
which are the birthright of every American. By
their action these young men, and those who
prompted their action, have injured the cause of
loyal Japanese everywhere. (Ibid, Saturday, April
8, 1944, p.4.)

HEART MOUNTAIN SENTINEL

Lauren Kessler, an associate professor of journalism at
the University of Oregon recently published a study of camp
newspapers. Kessler concluded that "the journalistic
product that emerged reflected the fettered freedoms of
internees, not the realities of internment." (Kessler,
"Fettered Freedoms: The Journalism of World War II Japanese
Internment Camps, Journalism History 15:2-3 Summer/Autumn
1988, p. 71.) Kessler examined the Heart Mountain Sentinel
and found it "the most professionally produced and edited
paper." (Ibid, p.73.) The Sentinel was edited by Bill
Hosokawa. "The paper devoted considerable space to stories
about Japanese American war heroes, the successes of relo-
cated camp inmates and news of the Japanese American Citi-
zens League (JACL) a national accomodationist organization
in which Hosokawa was active." (Ibid, emphasis in original.)
In assessing whether the Sentinel maintained editorial
independence, Kessler wrote that Hosokawa was "echoing
accomodationist ideology," and avoided controversial issues.
(Ibid.) "When the newspaper did recognize controversial

issues, it invariably took the side of the administration."
(Ibid, p.74.)

Nowhere was this more the case than when the issue of
draft resistance arose.

But perhaps the best examples of where the
Sentinel's sympathies lay was its ongoing
editorial rebuttal of Heart Mountain's draft



resistance movement. The paper heralded the
reclassification and drafting of Nisei as

"a great news" early in 1944, mirroring the
accomodationist line that being allowed to join
the military was an unbeatable opportunity for
Japanese Americans to prove their loyalty...The
Sentinel called the draft resisters variously
"stubborn and intensely bitter," "deluded youths,"
and warped-minded members" who made "wild-eyed
statements" and "lacked both physical and moral
courage." (Ibid, p.74.)

Oone editorial in particular captured the type of
feelings brought out by the draft and opposition to it by
the Fair Play Committee at Heart Mountain. It was published
on March 18, 1944, and was titled "provocateurs". The most
strongly worded portions are reproduced below.

Since the announcement of reinstitution of
selective service for nisei, Heart Mountain

as has other centers, been infected by a

new type of provocateur, who lacking both

moral and physical courage is doing his

utmost to discredit honest and straight-
forward persons of Japanese ancestry. These
Janus-faced individuals are using the same
tactics that have been employed on other
occasions. While their bulletins profess
loyalty and plead good citizenship, they proceed
rat-like with stealthy approach to intimidate
and even threaten with bodily harm those who
oppose them. (Heart Mountain Sentinel, March 18,
1944, p.4.)

This particular editorial also used such language as
"slow-witted", "warped-minded", "wild-eyed", "foolhardy",
"whimpering weaklings", "carpings of a small, vicious group"
to describe the draft resisters and Fair Play Committee
members at Heart Mountain. (Ibid.)

The July 1, 1944 editorial, which was written in
response to the trial of 63 Heart Mountain Resisters, read
as follows:

Loyal Japanese Americans as a whole condemn the
Fair Play Committee and the action of the 63
defendants as being as sericus an attack on the
integrity of all nisei as the sneak attack on
Pearl Harbor. (Kessler, "Fettered Freedoms",
Journalism History, 15:2-3 Summer/Autumn, p. 74.)

Kessler concluded,

in avoiding certain issues and toeing the



accomodationist line on others, the Sentinel
published material that must have been pleasing
to camp officials. For this reason, Hosokawa
and Haruo Omura. who took over the editorship in
1944, undoubtedly experienced the freedom to
publish what they wished. (Ibid.)

Indeed, Kessler is not the only author who character-
ized the editorials of the Heart Mountain Sentinel as
"accomodationist." Roger Daniels also wrote that "the
Sentinel, now under the editorship of Haruo Omura,...[was]
still follow1ng the JACL line..." (Daniels, Concentration
Camps: North America, Krieger:Malabar, 1981, p. 123.)

RESISTERS-OTHER CAMPS

According to WRA statistics, as of September 2, 1944,
the number of young men from the camps who refused to report
for induction were 91. There were 55 from Colorado River or
Poston, and 33 from Minidoka. The total number of those who
refused to report for physical examination was 164. Broken
down by camp, the numbers follow:

Central Utah 4
Colorado River 14
Gila River 0
Granada 32
Heart Mountain 84 (notation reads subject to
revision)
Jerome 1
Manzanar o
Minidcka 2
Rohwer 3
Tule Lake 24

(NA, RG 210, Entry 3, Box 3, File "Semi-Annual
Report-WRA, Printed Jan 1 to June 30, 1944, p.20)

A later table, in Weekly Report 41, for June 9, 1945
had a total of 157 who refused induction, 177 who refused to
report for physicals. Out of 310 who were then arrested,
144 had been convicted, 97 in the process of being tried, 28
release, and 27 awaiting trial. (War Relocation Authority,
Statistics Section, found in JACL Archives.)

The JACL was apparently concerned enough about the
resistance at other camps to send Min Yasui to report on a
meeting held at Granada-Amache on April 6, 1944. Yasui
prepared a five page report on a dlscu551on which took place
between Hugh McBeth, a black civil rights attorney from Los
Angeles and the famlly members of the young men who were
incarcerated at the Federal Correctional Institution at
Engelwood, Colorado for violation of Selective Service
regulations. On the document was handwriting which read



nsaburo Kido"' Strictly Personal" and "Min Yasui requests
that this be kept under wraps, Joe." (JACL Archives.) The
content of the report is irrelevant to this study, since it
is mostly a tirade on the question of race as it relates to
the war and the United States.

A JACL inter-office correspondence dated June 29, 1944,
reporting on activities between May 17, 1944 and June 24,
1944, began with the heading, "Amache Draft Situation
Reported Getting Worse." The report also had news on the
attorney for the "Amache Draft Delinquents." Based upcn the
discussion in the document, it seems there were some 14
ndraft delinquents" who were going to trial. They had
dismissed their individual attorneys and obtained the
services of Samuel D. Menin, the same attorney who repre-
sented the Heart Mountain Resisters. No indication of
policy was set forth, other than a concern that the previ-
ously appointed attorneys might serve the men better than
Menin. (JACL Archives.)

Two documents which do offer the position of the JACL
are a March 20th, 1944 letter to Frank yamasaki and a March
30th, 1944 letter to Chaplain Yamada, both written by Saburo
Kido, with copies sent to Dillon S. Myer. The relevant’
excerpts are set forth below.

Although we are in fully [sic] accord with all
the principles set forth by your committee, we
firmly believe that the Nisei must prove their
lovalty by service first. We must be realistic
in meeting this crucial test. If the Nisei
produce a mass of "draft dodgers", and that will
be the brand which will be attached to anyone who
refuses to comply with the law, regardless of the
reasons advanced, the fight for the restoration
of any rights suspended will be that much
difficult. Even the action of two at the
Minidoka Relocation Center and the five at the
Granada Relocation Center have had unfavorable
repercussions. A draft dodger will not be

easily forgiven or quickly forgotten by the
nation...Every "draft dodger" is going to

betray these staunch, loyal friends who have
suffered humiliation, insults and threats besides
loses in business in some instances. In one
sense, the Nisei have come to pity and feel

sorry for their plight to such a degree that
their thinking is becoming self-centered.

(NA, RG 210, Entry 16, Box 471, File 71.505,
JACL, "From 1942" pp.1l-2.)

The excerpt from the letter to Chaplain Yamada:

When the 442nd Combat Team was organized, the
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JACL supported it...The JACL was blamed as the
"busybody" instrumental in having such a thing
brought about when the draft was reinstituted for
the Nisei. We do not claim credit for this
restoration of the Nisei to serve their country.
.. .We have fought any agitation which would
influence the Nisei to violate the draft laws.
(Ibid, p.3.)

A letter of acknowledgment written by Dillon Myer to
Saburo Kido dated April 19, 1944 states "it seems to me that
the position of the JACL is clearly set forth in these two
letters." (Ibid.)

SEGREGATION

The earliest statement of JACL policy on the issue of
segregation is the June 6, 1942 Memorandum on War Relocation
Authority letterhead, signed by Masaoka, Matsumoto and
Inagaki, discussed in the section of this study dealing with
the WRA. The relevant portion reads "[(i]lncidentally, we are
in unanimous agreement as to the principle of segregation."
(NA, RG 210, Entry 16, Box 286, File 39.050.) This is
corroborated by the diary entry of Assistant Secretary of
War, John J. McCloy, for Thursday, June 11, at 11:06.

Mr. Matsuoka [sic], Mr. Inigaki [sic]-conference
Mr. Eisenhower present, they wanted segregation
system set up in camps. We are disinclined to do
it. Very agreeable interview. (Courtesy Michi
Weglyn.)

The next discussion appears in an exchange of corre-
spondence between Dillon Myer of the WRA and Mike Masaoka.
In a confidential letter dated December 224, 1942, Myer
replies to Masaoka, by air mail to a "wire of yesterday
concerning the removal of disloyal evacuees. As you must
know the problem of segregation is probably the most complex
of the many complex problems developing out of the evacua-
tion." (Myer, December 24, 1942, File T 6.11, JERS, Bancroft
Library.) Apparently, Masaocka considered the issue urgent
enough to send a telegram to Myer. In this letter, Myer
proceeds to outline the difficulties and dangers of formu-
lating a segregation program. He closes by asking Masaoka
to submit a statement to Myer's committee on the subject.
(Ibid.)

Masaoka responds in a letter dated January 14, 1943,
via air mail, special delivery, out of the Salt Lake City
Headquarters. The cover letter indicates that the "enclosed
report is one which combines our thinking as well as our
recommendations." (NA, RG 210, Entry 16, Box 559, File
711.505.) The statement is a "collaboration of certain of
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our key people in the centers." (Ibid.) Titled "Confiden-
tial Statement," the five page document discusses the
problem of "segregating 'loyal to America' Japanese from
those who are 'loyal to Japan'." After outlining the
difficulties in segregation and indicating that the bulk of
poth Issei and Nisei are at least passively loyal to the
U.S. Masaoka emphasizes:

Notwithstanding these difficulties, it seems
imperative to us that immediate action should be
taken in every center to "pull out" those who are
constantly agitating against this government or
its representatives, or fomenting dissension and
violence. The people in the center must be
convinced beyond all doubt that the government
means to protect the loyal and to enforce law and
order at all times and for all persons. (Ibid,

p.2.)

The reference in a later paragraph to the "agitation in
Manzanar and Poston" leads to the conclusion that Masaoka's
original telegram was in response to the uprisings there
during November and December of 1942, as well as to the
threats against JACL leaders there.

This is the approach offered by Masaoka.

Immediate action should be taken whereby, without
warning or hearing, known agitators and trouble-
makers are moved out of the relocation centers
and placed in special camps of their own...We
believe that, should they be forewarned of their
approaching segregation, they would either

create a militant sentiment against their removal
or organize to resist it. Too, if hearings are
provided, they might raise the cry that they were
unjustly accused and tired, that they were
"framed," etc. In order to avoid such
arrangements and charges, we suggest that the WRA,
upon completion of their investigation, should
segregate, summarily all those whom they feel

are dangerous to internal security. (Ibid, p.3.)

Masaoka lists those who are the troublemakers: single
men without vested interests in the U.S., those released
from Justice Camps, professional gamblers, pro-Japan Kibei,
pachelors who lost everything in evacuation, members of the
Toyo Club and Black Dragon Society. (Ibid.)

A further concern is that "practically every person who

has been 'beaten up' in the centers is a member of our
Japanese American Citizens League." (Ibid.)
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What role did the JACL envision for itself in the
segregation process?

Most of our chapter leaders have signified their
willingness to name those whom they consider
inimical to center welfare if their own names are
not revealed. The names which they might submit
could be checked with others who are reliable

and are not members of the JACL in order to insure
against possible prejudices simply because of
organizational differences. (Ibid.) '

Masaoka proposed a four step process.

1) the immediate apprehension and removal of
known troublemakers, 2) the segregation of those
who desire repatriation to Japan, 3) the placing
of trained investigators within the centers to
ferret out those who are disloyal, and 4) the
selection of experienced internal security
administrators and more careful appointment of
departmental personnel. (Ibid, p.5.)

Thus, JACL had been an early and consistent advocate
for segregation, though it was not until disturbances at
Poston and Manzanar, as well as the beatings of JACL lead-
ers, that specific measures were offered to the WRA. In the
months after this confidential statement was submitted to
Myer, we are told how the registration process also impacted
upon the question of segregation.

After the registration of February, 1943,
increasing pressure was brought to bear on the
administration of the WRA by the Army, the
Japanese American Citizens League, and all
project directors, to segregate those who had
refused to answer the questionnaire or who had
answered the "loyalty" questions in the negative.
(tenBroek, Jacobus; Barnhart, Edward; Matson,
Floyd, Prejudice, War and the Constitution,
Univ. of Calif. Press:Berkeley and Los Angeles,
1954, p. 161.)

Masaoka's "Final Report" also addressed this issue in
the following manner.

The National President [Saburo Kido], in fact,
welcomed the attack upon his person as the
beginning of a campaign to cleanse and purge the
relocation centers of undesirables and trouble
makers. JACL demanded a segregation program
whereby those professing disloyalty, causing
continual trouble, or expounding un-American
doctrines be taken out of the relocation centers
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and placed in a special camp reserved for their
kind. (Masacka, "Final Report", 4/22/44, pp. 115-
116, File T 6.15, JERS, Bancroft Library.)

We assume that answering NO to questions 27 and 28 of

the Application for Leave Clearance was a profession of
disloyalty according to Masaoka.

14






