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TO% ¢ Commanding Officer, &ir Base, larch rield, California.

1, Pursuant to verbal orders of the Covmanding Officer, received
by the undersigned at 2130, € lisy 1942 from Operations Officer Major Horman,
and confirmed by Interstate Telogram MRE MBQ0G, © May 1942 a dt)u@C} went con-
sisting of the undersipned and C_lu..u (8) B '-.w uulo\.'c.cd nd equipped s
night with all evailoble mountain eguipnent at Muroo; and being Join

0130, 7 May 1942 by Surgeon Ceptein C«Asliounce aend 10 i from March rigld
departed lNuroo at 0880, 7 May 1942 Por Big Pine, Inyo Cou n.,v, Leu.L orTile
The migsion of this party was to make & gearch in the vicinity of Bi
.
o

oy

1lom‘*t&i’l {md Biroh lake i,o the west fifteen miles and at an altit
11,000 Test and above Irom Big Pine, Culifornis.  The wreckage of
\3.4.!':- en discovered on llay 5, 1942 uy Horman ‘JIJ\..C, Sierran
taineer m Kidd ! mmwﬁn %o the north, through uze. of binooulars.

n
v 8t the time above 7, ayo Loot all along the sast side of
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Sierra ! RAn h-~" vieini w, m Doctor Clyde estimatsd the snow at the
elevation whore the ghdp lay te be from elpght Go [ilteen foet deep on the
levels DBirch Lalke, upon the shores of which the ship rested was covered with
2 ) - -~

en ico cap of five faeet in depth.

2. Arrangoments wore mede on May 7 in Big Pine, by Captain Janes
Liddell of larch Mield for ‘mr"’e.'.: and ‘packer hire to assish in #he search
and Doctor Clyde wma hired to supervise the climbing and work in the snow
and ice in the vicinity of and above the site of the plane wreckage. Flans
wore laid Lo malke o trip on May 8 'tc the ghip by horse bmok as far ag possible
and the rest of the way on foot. That night, a camp site having been p-m;ed
ten miles from Bipg Pine and at an lt tude of 6,500 feet, all members of the
detachment wers quartered in a rooml ing house in 3ig Fine.

ds Un liay 8 a party in charge of uantain Jma.aablddell daeparted Big
ine at daylight by aubomobile to Mclurray leadows above the Birch Creek camp
J.,.ﬁﬂ and from there by horse.and foo% to the wreckege of the ship. Camp silte
policed and camp established at Birch Creek Crossing. Ship identified by
Captain Liddell at B-18 Tow Target Dete. ship number 12 from March Field, being
the one which crashed on the evening of December 12, 1941 with six off iOﬂI‘B
and two enlisted men. The body of PvL. Ven larm was found in the snow at the
scene of the wreck, the body being well preserved by the extreme celd . Arrange=
ments wore nade through ths oporations officer at March Field that evening for
conbract undertaker to ocome for Van Hamm body on May 10. Captain Liddell and
three other officers returned to propor statlons pursuant to S.0. 158, Jg. larch
Pleld with Major ‘v"‘.".c.:;jruna leolt in charge. :

4s Arriving on the evening of ¥ay 7, 1842 wore oight (B) EM of the 4th
Signal Platoon from March Field \mdtsr Corporal MeCastine This section was
oquipped with two panel trucks sentaining radio sets for iransmission and ree-
ceivinz and three "walkie~talkie' Beta to be used for itraining in maintaining
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contact with the rescue crew. The sets were riore or less successful in
eperation and for a week wm‘cﬁ used until the men were desirous of returning
to March Yield, ‘et which time they all were relessed by Jajor Bvans for return
to Harch Field.

<
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threo srmbulencoes were i;vx.:cn along o
ht EE from March Field

Be " AL mo tine of Lum'* ordered on this mission it wes apparently
congldored 'h L :.ll bodios on the ship would be soon found an :.ccordir:;;;:.’
10 2 ite of the damps " Tw i thes ]
S
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gix out of eigh ¥ & tablighing
camp a8 it became clemr that the recovery of all bodies would tale a long time,
axd each rocovery would be a job for the contract waderteker’s hearses ‘
6. On May 11, surgeon Mounce was crdered to return to proper stationm
to b replaced by Surgeon Gragser of luroe ssnme dete. OSurgoon Grassor vas
orderad buck to proper gtation the next day, "'g::“d.l; the detachnent without
‘seorvices of e 2](\1.&.07&.1 officer for the ‘-s.l:;cu of the detall, &t thie Htim
too mach cannet be suld for the excallent sbate of training end splendid co-
operabtion of the Mediecal BH left with ulm detachment. Hore will be said of
that in remarks to foll
7s Prom May 10 to May 14 enow fell esch day, making work of rescue
diffioult ‘and on two deys turning beck party at b..‘_:,.".t.,uu of S000 fesbt or less.
8+ Moy 18 mearch produced twe bodies (Bundy aend Eicker) which were

xcuar-ud in enow and wire sent to Dage Lo send u.mmm,;‘.!:or for same on kay £2.
These two bodies were recoverad at 12700 fect and two trips were necsssary to
bring them down Lo trails where ¥chicles could take the bodies. .-.i, this time
there wag & three mile carry by i reshed plane to

where the horses could be loml-;i, aof SQA}Z) to 10,000

feet. Bnow was from five to filtee 2 good deal of the
. digtencea

, 9. Bodies of Colonels Bundy and éiidfm' brought out and shipped to Hiver-
side by contract undertaker on I‘,‘ia:,‘ 22, From then to Hay 30 each day was below
_raozinu at owver BH000 Teet and each me attenpted wms uz'md back without any
further ;ln&s., The search trip on May 31 produced no find

Os Juno 6 seoarch party discovered body of E'la;joz Hugh MoCaffery and = ..
prepared geme for bringing out on June 9 for removel by undertaker to Riversida.
June 9 trip resulted in discovery of body of Licutenent Homer Purns by his
brother-in-law, Albert Dergen, who had scoampenied parties on many days of this
search. lr. Dorgen, brought to tho vicinity of the wreok early in Eay by the
father of Lieoutenant Burms, had Leen indefabifguable in his devotion %o the
offort of trying to salvage as many of the bodies as possible im a short time.
A civilian wthou‘“ any officlal status, he was a glsasuro to work with and '
well liked by the men. lir. George Durns, father of the Lisutenant, was tre-
‘mendously mctive in the gearch and a3 a result was a constant source of worry
to all due o his considerable age and high blood pressurs. Fortunately he :
wag not on the trip when his son was found, and agroed upon the request of the
undersigned, to not stay and view his son whem he was brought out of the snow,
but reather to leave with his family and consult the underbaker in Riverside.
The body of licutenant Burns was ramoved on June 10 and ahipped by underiaker
‘o I{ivorlido with body of HeCelfory.

1. June 24, Lisutenant He A ﬁFHSub A‘Dopot arrived to wperintgn&
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breaking up of ships Aoconmpenied party on June 27 and after viewing ship de-

sided that further brealup would be impractical until all bedles had been

removed due to danger of further rockslides causing darnaze to bodies or perhaps

covoring sames Licutenant Hennock retwrned te larch Fleld to awaib final
salvage of" bodios,

12. ODBroke .camp at Bireh Creek June 30 and lsaving six men on rations
and quarters (S.0. 181 Hg Alr Base March Field) departed with balance of de-
tachment for lMurce and lMarch Field, proper stabions for I, pursuani to VUCO
Alr Base Maroh Field, California. OSix men loft at Big Pine %o continue search
with puide Norman Clyde for remaining bodies, Hajor CGeneral flerbert A« Dargue,
Captain James G. Leaviti, and S/Sgt. Hoffman. ' Corporal Schelper in charge of
details :

15, July 8 bodies of General Dergue and Captein Leavitt found by search
o > i A

parby. Removed Lo hesrse of contrast undertaker and shipped to Riverside on
Ju'.‘.y G

14. On-July 15, Corporal Charles Hics substitutied for “orpora
in charge of detail, Corporal Schelper being returned to lurcs as se
chief in charze of luroc operatlons offlces

15. July 27 5/5gtl.loffuan found in different chube from all other bodies
still buried in snow. 4rrangenents made with undertaker Ueo transport body to
(] & £
iverside on Lurust 2, and vody removed to {reezing plant of Reollin Glroux In

i
Big Pine for proper keeping, July 20.
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: 16. Hajor Nvans retwmed from March “ield to Big Pine August 1 to clear
July bills incurred by men of detachment, arrange for shipment of last body,

and confer with men on further shay %o assist in final disposition of ship

and bringing out of further personal offects of those who died in crash as

woll as cortain ordnance property. lajor Hvens returned to larch Field on
August 3, with cerbain porsonal and government lgsue effecta for dispositions

17. Remaining men of debachment returned to proper stations, luroc and
March Field August 10, 1942, having complebed detall as ordered by Commanding
Officer Alr Base, larch Yield, Callfornia.

18, Bupply of all foodstuffs and equipment, so Iar as cbtainable, was
good from burog; other purchases being nade on proper lorns locally. 1t should
be noted that equipnent peculinr to mounbain climbing was not obtainable from a
government facility. Supply O0fflcers ot inwroe end Harch Fleld were nost help-
ful in prompt attentlon to requests in so far as they were able to offact
deliverye lajor Herman, then oporations officer at larch Field, was at all
times most helpful in his directlion s e policy in the conduct of the searchs
By orders of the Commanding Officer, all reports of progress were made to Major
Heormane ' { : .

9. The conduct of the men during the arducus work incidental Lo heawy
burden in snow ot high altitudes was exemplary and worthy of the highest trad-
ition of the service. Of the more than {ifty men who participated in tho work
of the dobachment three wers sent back to organizations as unsuiteble and these
woro mon who committed only minor infractions. OUn this mluoslon there wus no
room for eny type of carelessnoss or inattentlon to duly no matier how trivial.
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The best guage of efficlency availablo is the record that not one nan day was
logt from ncefdent or sicimess in more than threeo monthe, end thers was nc ons
over labte for duty and no malinpgering, Morale was. excellent-and from this de-.
tachnent may leter be drawn men who sre cupable of performing feats of mountain
elimbing, and snow resoue that wlll comparo with any professionsl work. 7o
single out different men for willingness would be unfaeir to the others, butb
cortain individuals deserve special mention for outstanding ability in certain
lines. ' ; :

Sergeant (now lst Sergeant) Bruce Balley; B and G Det., Murce picked the
men and organized this detail in such a way thal when he leflt it %o reburn
to Huroce for promotion 1t funciioned smoothly,

Private First Class (now S/;scr;;c_:mzt) Andrew Foster ¥lller took over as
lead sergeant from Balley and by his leadership and vubstanding strength
inspired the men of the detachment to performence which brought prroise to
them f{rom tho guide, one of the finast in the Sierras and covered in a
labter paragraphs :

Private Pirst Clasg Cherles L. Ferils, B and G. Dete, Huroe, a speldid
horsemen, wag able Lo esnd did give much help to the packer and gerved as

instructor to the other men less sllllful In the handling of mountain
horses, thus minimizing accidents to inept handling of horses in the
ragred countrye.

L
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Corporal (now Gergeant) Faul O. Brags, cook and mess sergeant,
Bateriel Squadron, karch Yield bought for and cocked a uniform
mees throughout the time spent, under adverse conditio

woather and in the opens This in itsel? was responsible for a good
of the fine performsnce of the debachment.

i
o

+

Corporat Techniclan Oth Grade Donald Z. Loyer, lied Det., lMarch Field took
over duties of the surpeon for ten wesks and his skillful work wit
injuries and potentlal siclmess kept the mon of the detachment wlithoubt a
single day lost. In sddition this soldier was the {inest high scaler and
snow worker in the detachment and by his perforaance taught the cther m
how to protect themselves in the dengerous high country where a false
step mipght mean permanent injury or death.

20. Dootor Norman Clyde, hired as gulde, is considored to be the finest
Sierran and snow climber in the eastern Sierras. lHis handling of the men and
the instruction given by him to them both on the trail and in camp &t night
was oxcellent. It was he who found the ship on May 5, and it was he who found
the bodies of Colonels Bundy and Ricker slmost at the top of Birch Hountain,
when no other man would have ventured up thera due Vo the still frozen condition
of the enow. His skill made it possible to get the bodles out without undue
delay. It is the opinion of the undersigned that Dr. Clyde could well be hired
by the army to prepare men for Jjust such emergency work so that future orashes
could be tended in this sors of terrain by oxperisnced men go as to achieve
successful rescue vith s ninirum of personnel end expenditures MNr. hallsoe
Partridge, and two sons wilfred and Renmneth, ownors of the Glacler Pack Traln,
furnished horses and pack rmules. this fanily was oubstanding in its coopera=
tion at all times and has undorgone serious monetary loss this season by sub-
ordinating ite regular seasonal business to the wishes of the deotachment

)



regarding c}.a:;é of hiree lire Kenneth Partridge who made most of the trips
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commanded the respect of the jen at all times and exercised an aubhority over
then that went a long way toward efficiency in operations The sshior Partridge,

beinz & County Supervisor and prominent and well thought of man in the Cwans

Valley was able to obbaln m ity favars for the detachment which would not other-

wise have been svallebles
2l Ilen and women of ¢
proving the work of the detach

}
-

mank and the lives of the men therein aro:

¥re. and Mrs. Goorge Vonderhelds, managers ol Heoug his U

16 Valley who merit thanks for their party in im

i

liot Springs, wh oo
bathg were furnished always abt half the usual 1'::!,0 and in many casss L{res,
-

in order that stiffness from riding and work in the o ol
3 N v "~ - anyr - o
ated and the mon kept in proper healthe.

L

Hr. and Mrs. larry Mendenall, omersg of the 4ré mnd Camera Shop in Big
9

ni .2;, Lo a"“‘“‘:—-

Pine who extended “ho use of thelr store as headquarters at all times to

the detachment, end who also ".s;:fjlc..a all telephone calls te and from iarch
Field, all '31".‘:; without “?.ow;;hi, of charge. ~These two people are deputy
shorrife and kept the verious collected personal effects in their wvault

until moved.

Mre Rollin Giroux who furnished the use of his L{reezin fox
paration of some of the bodies salveged until the undertaker called for
then, thus rendering a distinet and needed service, all without cha
3

it chargge
dr, Girous operatas & large apple pzw’j** + house and kept his freczing
charber in operation afber ull his frult had been moved just for this
UVETe
Yrs Ed Parker, hydrographer for the City of Los Angeles in Bip Pine, and

nya

Hrs Joamos Fe nl’colaus, Standard 01} Distribubor in Big Pine. Both of

these pentlemen book charge of search parties on sev u.':zl days and due to

their experience were of great velus, and in addition lr. NHikoleus did

repalr work on govermment vehicles several sines &t no charges

The Parent Téachor Associabion of Bipg Pine and fmerican Legion Post of

Bishop and Big Pine who both had the detachment $o several enberbainmonts
winich tonded to raise the morale of the detachment and keep the men happy
and contanbed. :

22+ The mon of the dobachment would be & oredit to any organization and

it would be a privileg 30 for the undersipgned to have them under hig command.

23e 1%:_ ghould be noted that as of July 15, 1842 none of the bills sub-
~mitted on Forms 16 had beon pnid %0 ventees, these bills having been submitied
through proper channels on May 81, 1942. This is not due o any foult of S~4

at larch Field as same were proporly px‘ocaaaed by that office. Howsver the

feoling of vendees who are 50 long in receiving their money is not very favore-
able to the govermment and any sbeps vaken to eliminate thig period of miti:g

would be inm the int eresta of 10 BOrvicoe

. 24, Two hundred dollars (§200.00) ndvanced to the Detachment by Dase






