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REMEMBER YESTERDAY in Inyo-Mono

Captions—Section One, Southern Inyo

l ie Lure number

A-E 72 Off to the desert. Names unknown r>y McMurry collection

J. New road to Vhitney Fertal built in early thirties.

Collection of Koy Boothe

2o Lone Fine Lake on Whitney trail

Collection of toy Booth-

2-A Ao alJ expence trip to Mount Whitney by U. 8. F. S

personnel, guests included. Ted Cook pack train.

Collection of Boy Boothe

3-A Dedication of Whitney Portal in 1936

Formerly known as hunters Flat. Collection of Roy Boothe

3. CCC Camp, Company 1340, above bone Pine. Frasher photo

4. Tent camp at Trail Lakesfor workers on the re-alingment

of ’»hitney Trail. Lizzie Carrasco collection

5. Some of th-. seventy six switchbacks. Lizzie Carrasco collection

&.i Building trail, no easy job. Lizzie Carrasco collection

10. The 6000 pound compressor was put to work.

Lizzie Carrasco collection

11. Flock of 5000 sheep at Monache in 1897. Owner Fete Giraud,

brother of Alfred R. Giraud.

Alfred J. Giraud collection

16. Alfred it. aiid a- helper in early years. Che burro carried

all the camp load. Alfred J. Giraud collection.

23. A mining camp in southern Inyo.

Eastern California Museum photo

33. -stelle Mining Company check, Cerro Gordo district.

41. Ltagecoach coming into Skidoo from 3ohgnnes^urtr 1997.

It took two days to the trip Fay McMurry collection
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15. Ballarat ruins can be seen from afar.

169. One of twelve Wildrose Kilns shoving immense size and

the shill of early masons.

22. Two famous desert men, "bhoriy Harris"and ’’seldom ceen blim”

Charles LaFerge. Eastern California Museum Photo

37* Two jerkline teams coming into Keeler from the desert.

It was the end of rails for the C.uvC.j4*Kailroad.

Ernest Kinney collection.

25. Twenty mule team, Russ opainhower driver and Bruce Morgan

on the way to the Death Valley 49’era celebration.

Prasher photo

19. Cp the floor of Death Valley before roads, 1920, in a 1909

Chalmers Detroit. Jtephon Willard hoto

20. Mud too sofu in front of car to stand on, Death Valley. .1920

bteyhnn ’. i11a rd co11oc tion

io. Death Valley, Jan., 1920. bign reads, . agio- Borax Forks,

3 miles------- good feed and water, bait Wells, 7 miles, poor water,

no feed, lianhope Water, —10 miles.

Stephen I i 1 lard col 1 cc tier..

24. i\ cut block building dated 1903 near the line cf the Tonopah

and Tidewater P. R. track near Chim* : anch.

33. Waiting his turn.

31 A ’’raunchy” looking herd up from the desert. Forbes i’hoto

U • b’. F• S. collect] on

24-A Two silos mark the "Bullfrog" Smith rench, later vheXrn,

near-Pish bprings.

24. Owens River Poultry Co., egg wagon, Big Pine, Cal.

Driver, Charlie Huber. Mules served in many ways.

Collection of Harry

Mendenhall
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36. Big Pine Lambing corrals. Jim .Steward, Jess Thomas, Bert

steward, Jess Clifton and helpers.
Lrnest Kinney collection.

30. steward Lane Bridge, a great help to the east side farmers.
one of

It .•as/tio last of the old bridges built in the 1870’s.

28. Aberdeen Bridge was in use between the Stage 8taiinnaadd the

C.AC.R.K. Station, both named Aberdeen, this bridge still stands

and is in use, the lastoneeniittrrbhsiiit.

29. The old loading chute at Aberdeen station.

40. The C.&C.l'.n. bridge across the Fish oprings Slough.

32. "Dragging Main” in Big. Pine.

35. Jim Butler drove a ”spanking good” team of mules.

36-/.. hotel Butler, Big Pine, Cal. Dec. 17, 1914

Collectslieoiiiiui oi 'ienrenhc 11

71. Btage travel from Bishop to Tonopah via the ecp Bprings
V

Toll Load.
Ray McCurry collection
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Rose and Emigrant Springs toll road. This
road begins at Tait's station at the mouth
of Panamint canyon, and runs ready due
north to Emigrant Springs, a distance of
321/? miles, as shown by Surveyor Seeley's
survey and map.

Soil Scads
TOLL HOUSE SPRINGS
constructed by W.A.
Greenley, T. J. Hubbard
and J.S. Broder. Operated
from 1873 to 1916. Fire
and vandals destroyed the
buildings during the
1970's.

ANTELOPE TOLL ROAD-

RATES OF TOLL.
Horse and buggy..:.............................. . ....... $ 75
Double team.................................................... j 00
Additional span.........................................371/
Horseman....................................................... 20
Loose stock......  ....................................  . . . . . 5

WILLIAM PRICE.

EASTWALKER RIVER TOLL
_____________ROAD._____________

Notice is hereby given that the
rates of tolls on the

EAST WALKER RIVER WAGON ROAD
are as follows:

Buggy team................................ .. ........... 11 50
Loaded wagon and two animals..............  1 00
Each additional pair of animals..........  . 50
Horseman................................................... 25
Pack aninfals, each.................-................ 25
dogs and sheep, each.............................. 6
Loose stock, each....................................... 5

Emuty teams. balf-prlce.

BIG MEADOWS AND BODIE TOLL
ROAD.

’VTOTICE IB HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE
-Ln rates of tolls on the
BIG MEADOWS AND BODIE WAGON ROAD
are as follow*:

No deadheads will be permitted to pass on
the road.

All tolls will be required to be paid at the
time of passing the toll gates, as no credit is
given

Buggy team..................................-...... 41 5°
Loaded wagon and two animals..... . ......  1 00
Each additional pair of animals.............. 50
Horseman............................................. —... 25
Pack Animals, each.................................. 25
Hogs and sheep, each.................. ............ 5
Lcose stock, each...............................-m-m 5

Empty teams half-price.

May 13, 1876
Panamint 8- Darwin ll dll Road.

In reference to the proposed reduction
of tolls by the Board of Supervisors, at
their meeting last week, we present the fol­
lowing sworn statement of Nathan Rhine,
financial agent of the Panamint & Darwin
toll road company, to wit:
invested by original stockholders..........$3,916.15
Expended by John Shepherd, trustee.. 2,220.52

Total......................................................$6,136.67
Cash rec'd from tolls to date.

(May 1, 1876)...................................... $1,225.10
Bills receivable of Mr. Buckley.................. 250.00

$1,475.10
Balance................................................ $4,661.57

The only comment necessary upon the
propriety of reducing the tolls—which are
not exorbitant—is the fact that the original
stockholders have never received one cent
in return for their outlay; and that the road
was prepared and all in use, save a branch,
before Darwin was discovered or known as
an inducement for the outlay. The pro­
posed resolution only applied to that por­
tion of the road between the lake and that
place, the remainder affording no revenue
whatever beyond the expense of gate
keepers and some repairing.

New Road.— J. W. McMurry, of Big
Pine, has extended a new wagon-road
of his own across the Inyo range, it
leading up a canyon just south of the
Greenley Toll Road. Besides opening a
direct communication with the proprietor's
Deep Spring property, the road opens up
extensive wood lands on the summit, from
which he has taken posts enough to fence
nearly three quarter sections of his 1,400
acres of Big Pine lands.

September 11, 1875
For Toll Rates.

Messrs. Porter Er Hunter made appli­
cations this week to the Board of Super­
visors to have rates of toll fixed for their

BOUND VALLEY & MONO MILLS
TOLL ROAD.
Rates of Tolls.

Horse and buggy—round trip.................... $1 50
Loaded wagon and two animals .......... . 1 00
Each additional pair of ani als.................. 50
Horseman........................................................ 25
Pack Animals, each..................................... . 25
Hogs and sheep, each.................................... 5
Loose stock, each ........................................ 5

Empty teams—half price.
jy9-3m J. L. C. SHERWIN, Proprietor.



EARLY TOLL ROUTE

Trails where a toll was charged were few in number and it is believ­
ed the famous Hockett trail over the southern Sierras was the only
such example coming into Inyo county. It was planned as a road in
the beginning by the people of Tulare Valley to connect with the
then booming Coso Mines near Darwin. A charter was granted in 1862.

The road was to run from the east side of Tulare Valley, from be­
tween Deer Creek and the Kings River, and cross the Sierras to a
point between the north end of Owens Lake and the north end of 0-
wens Little Lake. It was designed to bring animals and people to
both Coso and the booming camp of Monoville to the north in Mono
county.

Prom the Visalia Delta, " twentyeight applications for the franchise
have been filed.” However, it did not record that anything came of
the road building plan.

At the same time, John and William Jordan were going ahead with a
trail project authorized by the Tulare Supervisors, to "have made
and declared open a pass-way across the mountains to the south end
of Big Owens Lake from Tulare Valley beginning at Yokel, (Yokohl) a
valley on the west side." The right-of-way for this trail was to be
thirty three feet wide and to be completed in two years. If built
into wagon road, it should be sixteen feet wide and completed in
five years.

One of the Jordan brothers, John, was drowned in the Kern River in
1862 and Henry Cowden, Lyman Martin and John Hockett continued the
trail project. In 1863 they reported to the Supervisors that they
had ended the trail, "to the point in the Owens River Valley at the
foot of Big Meadow and the Lone Pine tree, at a cost of $1000."

The toll rates were set by the Supervisors as follows: "500 for a
man and horse; 500 for a packed animal; 250 for each loose horse,
mule or jack; 200 for each head of cattle; 50 for each hog, sheep
or goat, and 250 for each man on foot."

The toll-way into southern Inyo, which followed through a rugged
section of mountain country, through green meadows, along clear,
rushing streams and crossed the Sierra Crest and the Kern River
to head westerly still sees some use. Cattlemen take their herds
along sections of it and hikers enjoy traversing the old way, that
was named in honor of one of the men who helped complete it.

Whether the builders ever got their outlay or the one dollar they
paid the county of Tulare for the monoply, was not shown in the
county records.

Note by historian, Dorothy Cragan; " The Hockett Trail seems to have
ended in two locations, the Big Meadow and the Lone Pine Tree. The
Big Meadow was just north of what we call Haiwee today, while the
Lone Pine Tree was at the confluence of Lone Pine Creek and Tuttle
Creek, just west of Lone Pine. " The records leave much to specu­
lation !



Introduction

The subject matter, or theme, of this work is transportation and tra­

vel through the yesterday’s of Inyo-Mono. The pictures and the memor­

ies of various other subjects help to preserve just a little of the

vast heritage of the land east of the Sierras that borders Nevada for

long miles.

It was once the primitive home of Indian tribes, a land of good hunt­

ing and a life of freedom. Their trails were the first known, leading

in and out through valleys and mountains. In this way they were able •

to survive, finding edibles, fish and game. The book, ’’Ethnography of

the Owens Valley Paiute” by Julian Steward has great interest.

The trails left by the Exploratory Expeditions and others who found

their way through both counties dated long before the settlers came.

The finding of gold in California in 1849 hastened the trave1 of wagon

trains on a large scale from eastern states. Not all were would-be

miners, many were looking for land to settle on. The ’’be-all” and the

’’end-all ”, the wonderful Promised Land.

They traveled across the plains and desert by oxen, mule or horse

drawn covered wagons. Some even made it by pushcart and others by ship

the long way around. The people of many countries settled in various

areas of the west and in Inyo-Mono as early as the 1850’s and I860’s.

We wonder what thoughts they had about the wild country, the raw, re­

mote land of the Owens River Valley that they chose or the primitive

mountain country of Mono?

The eventual growth of ranches, settlements, mining camps and the be-*

ginning towns promoted freighting of materials and supplies b}' wagon

and team over roads that were little more than trails. The freighting

brought about a system of transportation that reached wherever there

was^need. Wagons were large,drawn by iip to^twenty mules or horses and 

a ton of freight was allowed for each animal. The weight of feed, and

in some areas water also, had to be calculated for each animal on the

road several days.

Many were the ways of travel. Buckboards and spring wagons were the

rancher’s helpers to and from towns. Buggies, one or two horse, were

better for faster and easier travel. Then there was the saddle horse.

Stagecoaches became all-important for overland travel transporting

passengers, mail and bullion.

We have tried to capture.a little of the historic and romantic heritage

of earlier times with most types of carriage and travel covered either

in text or in pictures. Deep appreciation is expressed to all the peo­

ple who co-operated with memories, information and the loan of their

pictures.

Recognition for special assistance; Rocky Rockwell, U. S. Forest Ser­

vice, Bishop; ”Gus” Cashbaugh, Bishop; Jean Dock, Bishop Library;

Genny Smith, Palo Alto and Mammoth Lakes; Merrilee Dowty and Elaine

Gilleran, Wells Fargo Bank History Room, San Francisco; Natural His­

tory Museum, Los Angeles County, California; Photograph Restoration

by Douglas C. Getty.
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Note----- We had found a good friend who did the best he could. ’’Slick

gave generously of his memories and tales of the good ol' days, in

fact we stopped in for a chat several times, lie was a proud little

man, crippled and confined to a wheel chair, yet his humor and good

will so evident.
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Captions—Bishop Workshop

I. T. Shone, the earliest Inyo soda. Mr. T. owned a ranch on the Wye

road north of Bishop in 1894.

R. Johnson photo. Adele Reed collection

2. The Inyo boda Works 1899 to 1908 and purchased by Leicham and

Stout, in 1908 R. Johnson photo. Adele Reed collection

3. The Inyo Bottling Works 1908 to 1933.

R. Johnson photo. Adele Reed collection

4. Found one^brush, in use 1908-33.

R. Johnson photo Adele Reed collection

5. Muri Kmery of Baha fame. Adele Reed photo
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Captions—Bishop < orksho>;

] . i . ...none, the earliest Inyo soda. \r. i. owned a ranch on the ye

rood north of kish in 1894.

... -Johnson photo. k, dele need collection

2. Ibe Inyo vod.a < orks 1899 to -L9OS and purchased. by Leicham ..nd

..tout, in 1908. k- Johnson photo. Adele deed collection

3. The -nyo bottling ’..orks 1908 to 1933.

H. Johnson photo. dele Reed collection

4. round one brush, in use 1908-33.

. jt. Johnson photo ndele Reed collection

5. Muri : rnery of Baba fame. Adele heed photo

A rather common event that was happening in the 196$’S had not

come home to us, Grandpa and Grandma. Then all at once it hit us

when we watched a tall, sturdy, suntanned boy board a waiting

bus. lie was whished out of our lives and into an entirely new

world, headed to the ’:avai Boot Gakip at ban Pi ego . California.

Needless to say how we missed John, our "bottle diggin” Crrandssnn

lie traveled with us to Ghost towns and Mining Camps in mountains

and desert since he was four years old.

Vacations and weekends he never missed an opportunity to go along.

Wo of course had been collecting those fragile, colorful boidrfal

for years.

John began his collecting in the towns, of Goldfield and Tonopah.

He would carry a bucket and walk looking for ones he liked, choa-a-

ing fron the heaps. then the bucked was full he would tote it to

the car and lay them on the ground in rows. Here began his first

lesson. Leaving what bottle to save, what to discard and never to

break those he did not wand, they might be treasures to some one

else.

happy, wonderful years they were, as at that time wo could pull

in with our trailer, make camp where ve wanted, do vhatewiileked.

Through the years John learned to respect other’s property and

never destroy, tear down or deface the old buildings ».nd other

objects left by the people of long ago.

Yes, we did a lot of traveling here arid thyre looking for new

placestdodfgnd the bottles. John was a/helpful , very happy boy

oven when we played tricks on him abound the camp fire.



Adele Reed
272 Shepard Lane
Bishop, Ca. 93514

BOOKS----- Adele

"Gid Bottles and Ghost Towns" 1961

The excitement of ghost Lown trips, the thrill and satisfaction

of finding and, or, digging from deep underground, those fragile,

colorful antique bottles is told through ton years. All bottles

and other objects came from pioneer trash heaps of near 100 years.

Bill Reed did the digging while Adele gathered, packed and later

researched and documented, the first attempt in the west.

bells for b2.5O

"Charm, History and Heritage” 1965

Landmarks, heirlooms and other objects pictured here and there

with bits of history gathered while looking for bottles.

Sells for #1.50

’’Bottle Talk” 1966

Important research on ’’blob seal” bottles and others. The research

in both bottle books has come from many foreign countries as veil

as the U.S., people are good. For instance, an address onbosscd in

the glass of an old German bottle was answered in detail.

Sells for f/2.00

Booklet, "Swing Your Partner” 1968

The fun of Bishop's Old Time Dances from 1918 to I960. They were

held once a month, rain or snow! Potluck dinners, midnight lunch

and dancing until the wee hours. Once a year pioneer garb and each

spring the gingham and overall dance.

Sells for #1.50

"Mammoth Lakes Memories” 1971

We came to the beautiful "Lakes” country when things were simple,





REFERENCE LISTINGS OF NEVADA BOTTLES The
Carson City

O.P. Willis
B.F. Foster
F. H. Phelps
Geo. C. Thaxter
David Bain
W. H. Chedic
F.J. Steinmetz
J.A. Muller
J. M. Johnson
Benton's Liniment
Trib Liniment Co.

Delam ar
John Shier

Elko
F. F. Muller

Ely
Clark’s Drug Store
Lewis Drug Co.
Steptoe Drug Co.

Eureka
F.J. Schneider
W.H. Stowell

Gold Hill
J. Jones
A. B. Stewart & Co.

Goldfield
The Pioneer Drug Store
Roberts Drug Store

Reno
S. F. Hoole & Co.
S.F. Hoole
Osburn & Shoemaker
Shoemaker & Ruth
J.F. Myers
R.E. Queen
Wm. Pinniger
J.B. McCullough
S.J. Hodgkinson & Co.
S.J. Hodgkinson
Cann
Cheathams
Dalton-Clifford-Wilson
Duncan’s
Red Cross
Week
Wilson
Hilps

Ruby Hill
Chas. M. Fassitt

Seven Troughs
The Owl Pharmacy

Tonopah
Tonopah Drug Co.

Tuscarora
Henry F. Schuldt

Drugs (con't)
Virginia City

A. M. Cole
Dr. J.B.B. Lefevre
G.P. Morrill
W.A. Perkins
A. Lernhart
Thos. Woodliff
M. Webster
B.F. Shaw
A. B. Stewart & Co.

Winnemucca
Eagle Drug

Yerington
Smith Drug & Jewel
Yerington Drug Co.

Misc. Embossed
Carson City

C.L. Kitzmeyer -
shot glass
Lovelock

Big Meadow - decanter
Reno

State Hygenic Lab. -
tuoe

J.B. McCullough -
citrate

Virginia City
A.M. Cole - shot glass
R. L. Higgins - ink
B. F. Shaw - citrate

NEVADA EMBOSSED

BOTTLES and

TRADE TOKENS

WANTED. . . .
JACK HADDOCK or
FRED HOLABIRD
P. O. Box 7544
Reno, Nev. 89502

BOB
bottle book

is coming . . . .



This exciting new bottle book on
embossed NEVADA bottles of all
catagories will contain information
including:

* dates of propriotorship

* historical contributions

* scarcity ratings

* illustrations

* old advertising

* business letterheads

* and more

The book will also cover "go with”
collectables such as:

* tokens

* hunting and fishing licenses

* brass key tags

* letterheads

* and more

This book will be a must for collector,
historian or Nevadan. Your
encouragement is appreciated and
any information you may have to offer
is requested.

EKJOY COLLECTIHG WEVMA'S PAST
Jack Haddock and Fred Holabird

co-authors

REFERENCE LISTINGS OF NEVADA
BOTTLES (documented)

va7CaosB3.ey
Carson City

A. Livingston
Eureka

Frank Abadie
Max Oberfelder

Reno
Brearley & Uniacke
From the Wine House
H.C. Heitmann
Sam's Johnson Bar
Kanes Cafe
The Waldorf

Tonopah
Washington Bar

Virginia City
Thos. Taylor

beer
Reno

Raineer Beer
Reno Brewing Co.

S©d!(§]
Elko~

J. T.
James Dewar
Elko Bottling Works

Eureka
Bremenkampf& Regli
H. Mau & Co.

Goldfield
Eagle Bottling Works
G & B Co,

Las Vegas
J. J. Tuckfield
M. Pollard

Reno
Buffalo Bottling Works
Frank Bros.
Weiland Bottling Works
Pioneer Soda Works
Reno Bottling Works
Reno Brewing Co.

Sparks
Sparks Bottling Co.

Tonopah
Tonopah Soda Works

Virginia City
G. P. Morrill
Stephens & Jose
W. S. Wright

Soda (con't)
Winnemucca

Henry Bush
G. A.K.
Humboldt Soda Works
J & B
Johnson & Rohnder

Yerington
Yerington Ice & Soda Water
John Finnings Soda Works

Carson City
Folsom Dairy
Sanitary Milk Route

Elburz
Glazer Model Dairy

Cloverdale Dairy Co.
(also Ruth & McGill)

White Pine Dairy
Ely Dairy Co.

Fallon
The Bonnie Dairy

Kimberly
Kimberly Dairy

Las Vegas
Oppedyk Jersey Dairy

Lovelock
Purity Dairy

Mountain Lakes
Mt. Lakes Dairy

Reno
Brooks Model Dairy
Reno Model Dairy
Peavine Dairy
Hunter Creek Dairy
Sanitary Dairy
University of Nevada
Owl Diary
Nevada Milk & Prod.
Jersey Farm Dairy
Crescent Creamery

Sparks
White Clover Dairy

Tonopah
Pioneer Dairy
Sanitary Creamery
Tonopah T. P. D.
Tonopah Dairy

Winnemucca
Winnemucca Dairy
L. Hirzel's Dairy

Yerington
Yerington Dairy

3
P
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The Old Spanish (Wolfskill) Trail of 1829

One of Inyo’s earliest trails touched in and out of the southeast 

corner and has been attributed to the Spanish Padres who once trod 

the long miles in the dim past. The route has a shrouded history that

lends great interest in the towns of Tecopa Hot Springs and Shoshone.

In Rolle , the trail

for

in andthe

out

named Los Angeles

Hi storyA map,

Santa Fe.Museum

Angeles. Fremont’s expedition of 1843-44 followed much the sameto Los

line through Inyo, as shown, and it is said the Mormons came through 

in early years.

name

were no rutted wagon tracks, however it has been traced to two places 

of green oasis.

Los Angeles County, gives the outline of the route from

The Mexicans once used the route as a. barter trail bringing hand-woven

goods to trade for many horses, mules and burros. It was also given the

according to legend. Being only a pack trail there

"California, a Hi s i

named”Early Trails of the West” courtesy of the Natural

is noted as an early transport route. It was a long, treacherous way

the mule packtrains that loft Santa Fe, -Krw and came through

Rocky Mountains. Thence across the Great Basin and dipp

of a corner of Inyo^ heacfe^i south to the little pueblo later



’’Resting oprings Ranch” can be scon from a paved road leading easterly

of Tecopa named ’’Old Spanish Trail *p. It was at this oasis that the big

herds of animals and the pack strings found plentiful green feed, water

and shade. Another oasis, said to have been used by the Mexican trans-^

port, was a few miles southeast of Tecopa anti, had the needed shade and

water, so important in desert area.

It has long been named ’’China Ranch’^ hidden away from the desert in a

small vale by hills of wondrous color to the south. To the north it is

enclosed by high formations of eroded, rocky hills. The entrance leads

downhill through a narrow, twisty road in Pinnacle Canyon where weird

formations are created by the wearing away of softer material.

One emerges from the high walls to a welcome scene of greenery! Big ' 

date palms, tiny patches of alfalfa, old fruit trees, mesquite and

shrubs where a little stream of water runs, from a spring. One wonders

about the tall, aged palms, how and when and from where did they arrive^

long’a haven for birds. Very mysterious are the cool, shaded oases

found here and there in arid country. The China Ranch was first develop­

ed by Chinese who made good use of the water, even a fine fig orchard,

of which one or two trees remain today.

We quote from the Owens Valley Progress Citizen, Lone Pine,

Oct. 29, 1937! "The China Ranch, located six miles from Tecopa in Inyo

county is credited with placing the first figs on the California markets

each year. The figs are of the Black Mission variety and are borne on

trees that were planted during the time of the early settlements in this

region. The fruit is exceptional for its size and market demands for ths.

five pound pack begin early in May.”

Several miles below the ranch is the Armagosa Canyon and the Armagosa

River runs through vast meadowlands where cattle graze. The soft, paste!-.
...

patterns seen on surrounding hills adds enchantment J0 a historical arer*.. 



/on^pcu’ts of the roadway one drives along the built up right-of-way

of the spur track of the Tonopah and Tidewater system which once hauled

gypsum from mines in the canyon walls. The Railroad line ran near a

one-room cabin built of cut-rock and above the door was a date, 1903.

The roof was of thatched:poles and most all covering was long gone.

Folklore and beauty abide in the little vale 'of** romantic^ interest t that

once knew the clatter of many hoofs in and out.

Mount Whitney Trail CL

1 From the I860 ’ sX^froups of people had attempted to scale the lofty^iount^

elevation 14,496 feet.One party succeeded in 1864 and named the peak in 

honor of a California State Geologist, Josiah Dwight Whitney. Visits to

Mount Whitney continued off and on for years. Sometime after the turn 

of the century several attempts by the Lone Pine residents made possible

a mule trail to the summit. There was a narrow, winding, trail-road

entrance &y w&y xjf X&& to the then-named Hun­

ters Flat, from where pack animals were available.

In 1933 a number of barracks buildings were erected halfway between

Lone Pine and Hunters Flat. The Civilian Conservation Corp., 3-C Camp,

Company $1340 were brought in for work on trail, road, forest fires,

the U. S. Forest Ser-

Stubblefield, Harry

poron were

the re-building of the Hunters Flat

with switchbacks was built up theroad. A wider, more gradual ascent

making an easy entrance to what bo-north or right side of the canyon,

^0

came known as Whitney Portal. A pack train at the Portal, owned by Chry^

sler and Cook began taking more and more people to the various high 

whatever. Those lads were under the supervision of

vice. The forestry personnel were; Al Glendenning, camp Superintendent;

Guy Martin, Walter Clark, L. C. Christensen, L. M.

Wilson and Art Provience were all named Jfruck ^rail foremen; Ed Humphrey

^isc. foreman; William Reed, .yechanic foreman; Bert Pitts and Bud Cor- .

j^ulldozer pperator/oremen.

One of the first work-projects was



lakes and streams and up the ^fountain. The• lads were.available:for

vlork. in many sections of Inyo-Monb. and a smallur< base ’ camp near the Hess

Sawmill at Mammoth Lakes was used for summer work for several years.

It was a very helpful organization.that ended in the early 1940’s..

The Forest Service began work in 1946 to change the Whitney trail,, as

snow blocked it most of the time, due to the terrain and high elevation*

Fred Meckel, ganger at Mammoth Lakes, was the man who laid out the new

trail. First of all,Whitney Portal had to be cleaned up, due to a bad

flood. Then it took two summers to make the re-alignment away from the

bad snow section up to Whitney Pass and complete the trail.

|We are indebtcd to Henry Thorne, Forest Service ^frail^Superintendent,

for the following interesting account: ”A‘pack camp at the Portal, .then

run by Bruce Morgan who bought from Ike Livermore, took over the job o.f

■packing the workers and supplies to a tent camp on the edge of .Trail

Lake; It was sometimes called Frog Pond and was at an elevation/of. bc-

tweenllOOO and 12000 feet. Several strings of mules were used at a time.
) J

-to-get the camp organized, then a ten mule string serviced the high

1 camp; -From there the workers had to walk to work, building . the ..trail .

'over sheer granite walls, at an elevation about 1000 feet higher.,.

'We‘had-to•haul up - by • mule • train a 6y000~pound compressor, disassembled...

One of the parts that weighed about 430 pounds was packed up on- one.. 

mule. Six of us watched over that mule to sec that rest stops were made

often and we had to take the weight off and then re-load! . .

k\fter we had the compressor runningythe workers had to come down over

a high rock bluff on ropes in order to drill holes for staging^ yhich

meant drive irons in the rock slightly slanted toward the rock to hold
. . .

boardsy<platforms ^to stand on while working. They had to chip back m

the rock walls to make a trail the width of a mule with a pack and with

a lot of switchbacks. All in all, when completed, there were «-^<crr^y~

switchbacks in less than a mile of trail.



I would like to say that Rayos/and Lizzie Carrasco of Lone Pine earned

the credit for that trail if anyone ever did. They were the ones who

kept things going no matter how rough it was. Rayos was blacksmith,

then I appointed him foreman as he knew the men and the country. Lizzi

had her work cut out as she was camp cook and .a fine one. Most of the

crow were brought in from Darwin, a welcome change from the under­

ground mine work and this job needed good rock miners.”

A rock building was erected a’top Whitney by the Smithsonian Institute

in early years. Many people have made the trip by mule and in later

times it has seen much foot traffic, backpackers.

The famed mountain overlooks an enormous^amount of country; south to

the Mojave, east into Nevada’s vast areas and along the rough peaks

to Yosemite’s highest as well as a great western area.

When we asked Henry Thorne whatever became of the compressor, he said
■--------------- $ I

with a grin, "we sold it to Bruce Morgan for and he

packed it out!”



The late Bill Alpers was born on the family ranch north of Laws. He

and his brothers and sisters grew up in the cattle business. Their par­

ents, Fred and Christina, owned a large acreage and their summer range

was the Thomson property at the hpgidr end of Long Valley in Mono near

the headwaterssbf the Owens River. Andrew Thomson had homesteaded the

240 acres in early years and built up a fishing camp. The acreage was

acquired by Fred Alpers in 1907.

Bill and his brothers used to trail the herd to summer
> •
meadows and they

were the cowboys in charge at the River
*

Ranch. What do cowboys do, is

a good question. Bill and one of his brothers would ride their horses,

starting1’ earlyc on a Saturday morning, from the River Ranch to the
‘ ' . .. v • t v

Keough Hot Springs south of Bishop, and make i.t in time for the Saturday
- • -O • ‘ r ■ c ‘ • ' •

night dance! The fine outdoor dance floor was a special attraction for

long years . • • • . . - f'r c . ■

In 1931 the Alpers s.old their Inyo property and trailed th^ir herd

north to a location near Marysville. Bill and brother Martin and another

cowboy,Roy Baggage, with a cook and chuck wagon, made their last cattle

drive out of the Owens River Valley. Interesting to note they headed

up the old-Dry Trail, then angled north to Bridgeport and East Walker

to Smith Valley in Nevada. Then through Mason Valley, Wabuska, Fernley,

Sparks, Verdi and to Sierraville fror summer graze. Their eighty four

days on the trail moving seven hundred head of cattle, seventeen horses

and a few dairy cows, (nursers for lost calves) was a cattle drive to

go down in history!

Bill Alpers eventually returned to Inyo-Mono and took over the River

Ranch in 1945. He and wife Alice and family spent summers in Mono and

winters at their home in Bishop. Their modern fishermen’s resort,

’’Alpers OwensRlieer Ranch” has long replaced the old log cabin camp.

Still trailing a small herd back and forth each year, Alpers was

honored as Grand Marshall of the 1975 Labor Day Celebration.



76 Sandwich St*,
Plymouth, Mass*
30 December 1961.

Mrs. Wm J. Reed,
Rt 1, Box 96,
Bishop, Calif.

Dear Mrs Reed:

We have a card in our files indicating that at one time
you were looking for a clear Daisy & Button covered sugar, Lee plate
169. We have recently obtained such an item* It is in Al condition,
and is priced at 20.00, plus mailing charges* 2*00 extra should take
care of transportation costs to California, and any unused portion
thereof will be promptly refunded* If you do not already have a Daisy
& Button covered sugar - and the one we have should be of interest do
let us hear from you. We have closed our shops at Hancock NH and
Boston Mass - and are now at a new location at 76 Sandwich St., Plymouth,
Mass. With all best wishes for the New Year, I am,

Kenneth Johnson
Otto Laxy -



A huge roundup at McGee Creek.

In years gone by the wide spread meadows of Long Valley in Mono county

were the summer feed for many different herds of cattle, Stock from

Lone Pine, Independence, Big Pine and Bishop were trailed north and

over the r.ickey Trail into the meadows once called McGee.

It was the custom to have a fall gathering, which meant owners and

cowboys brought the herds from the meadows into corrals at McGee Creek.

Then came the work of separating each owner’s stock and trailing them

south to winter pasture.
This fall gathering was of much interest as it brought together cattle­

men, friends and the hard working cowboys from the whole Owens Valley

afea. As shown in picture it was a great merging of older and younger.

The well known A. A. Brierly or "Arlie” has been a cattleman in Inyo

for long years. He has been a man of all trades and a writer and his­

torian as well. His parents were married in 1881 and he was born and

raised on the ranch that is seen across #395 trims the Radio Station

southhof town.

Now retired,he and wife Alith are living at Independence. However, he

still runs cattle on a lease from the JDWP south of Bishop on the

Warm Springs Road. His foreman is Ray Cline, son of Vasie Cline, and

the headquarters is the old McKay Ranch.

Arlie and friend Gus Cashbaugh, both in their nineties and both pro­

minent native citizens, were honored by the Bishop Museum and Histori­

cal Society in 1974. Gifts to both men and a special program by home

folks was a fine tribute to two of Inyo’s cowboy-cattlemen.



1933 Big Snow Recalled

By Adele Reed

Arriving in Bishop, bag and baggage, in 1927. we were told the

winters here were cold but not too much snow? About every 30

years a big one was due. It did not register with us really

and all was well until the big one hit with blizzard force.

tli£_q-uieX-,—4^-ady^Ti€>-w-falJL-a.s---we--iYad—in——Ln- Bi-she-p^-

We were attending a Woodman dance at the Masonic Hall the night

of Jan. 17, 1933. It had begun to snow but who cared, we were

swinging through the fun dances with friends and neighbors,

Suddenly someone shouted ,"We’ll do well to get home, it has

turned into a blizzard!" Needless to say the hall was deser­

ted in no time.

There was about 18 inches of snow and it was necessary to use

chains. Those who had none, (we were one) had to follow close

in the tracks of chained vehicles. Friends, the Ed Stevens, who

had chains, decided to break road for several who lived in

West'Bishop. The Norm McAfeesj'the"Cespfinis and Reeds made

quite a procession and the Ray bean family decided to be the

rear escort and see that all got home safely.

Our home was on the corner of ftest Line and Barlow Lane and

when we finally reached it , the 75 yards we had to walk from

car to house seemed endless. The chilling, blowing stuff sifted

in everywhere, no one was dressed for a blizzard. Leaving

their families at our house, the men left to help the others

to their homes, the McAfees over on Brockman Lane and Ces-
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y enow Calk of ’69
. del e 1 c.-cd

There were several snow storms in 1969 in Bishop, one oi these?

in February turned out to be so beautiful and breathtaking. ..11

this day the fluffy flakes sifted down, there was no kind, not

a. breath and toward nightfall all at once the snow stopped. -oi

onefl'&abe had changed position in ;.11 LhatvKhite world, xhey out­

lined ev ry tree branch, shrub, fence post tops, even wire net­

ting. It v.as as if a mighty hand had frosted each. night ccii.e

on and ifrgrew colder the trim frose in position.

The. skies had not cleared, but were were a luminous white, due 

partly to the fact that so. ewhere the rnoon was shining full and

bright. 1 ventured out for a walk u: and down the street, it

was crinchy, crunchy underfoot and about leu inches of - t, :

adventure for certain.

The artistically outlined trees and all objects v.ere life stat­

ues in a fairy tale world, 1 v was so stiul that the suu..fs of

cars on'the far-away high wa.\ \39> / seemed very near, heighbors

wore snug in their warm hones, children were playing Inside,

dinner was ready, lights were seen on both sides ns .1 was wander­

ing in the elegant night.

In all our yours of living in snow country, this was one oi the

very, very fiwefc_in.es that conditions had come about just- right

to.J end the enchantment 1 enjoyed.

fiwefc_in.es


gave t j erie eling of being in « tunnel. t'h< le > si ow

tl t< hove J off the roofs V( I igh &s th< < ves

1 e a v i n g u. n: •_ r r o w. w a 1 kw a y b e n e a 111.

The Lpin h n.ds oi friends and ighbors did ucl to lighc

the Load j or Kt.nj . iec-i.le arc good, and united , can brave

vest anyt'-ing. ”?\othing makes one foci at home like a groat

snowstorm’’- Charles rudley ..arner.



Fish bprings Ranch

Below Pig Fine two tall silos are seen across green fields west of

#395. 1’hey complete the count of 29 silos we have found in Inyo county,

unless we have overlooked some south of these. The large ranch where
I : ;

the silos stand Was; named for the, little ..community.,of Fish Bprings once
. . ........... i . *

important as a way-stop fori teams, stages and other travel on the old
l * I

road, there was a school, a postoffice and a store and farming was

" carried "bn. “......... ‘ ■ — - ■ -

A man named Valter L. '’Bullfrog” bmith came fron the Bullfrog Mining

District south of Beatty, Nevada and operated the Fish bprings Ranch.

heranged his • sheep- in nearby meadows, operated a dairy, raised hogs

and also feed crops. The ranch, in later years, was named fbe Ahern

ihern family who had the silos built. Since then it has been D. V. i.

land, on lease. —-------- . .. 

It is of interest today to follow the old roadbJyTfimiaRhhaa.-Hddtfin3iighae

through a sage and rock road to Taboose and Aberdeen. A thriving apple

ranch-, known as- the largest in Inyo, was once seen near Tinemaha. Today

orchard and beautiful home long gone, the site is marked by two rock
. . :....  - ~ t i

pilla?Ss&fid the Tinemaha Campground.

After.the road w^s rebuilt a man named Bert Griffith had a small cabin
; • I ■ ■ . .. _. . .

camp', a store and. gas_ pump At.the site, of Fish bprings. He., had been a
. . .... J '

Big Leauge player and became the manager of the Big Pine Baibih team.

C*riXfith was a large, tobacco chewing manager, very energetic, ball

games were;-the thing, recreation, in these times.

It is of interest to learn that Fish "SpringsTinemaha and Taboose all

had postmasters and postoffices in the early years. Their locations

and the number of people served gives a glimpse into a busy era. We

quote from U. b. P. 0. records in the National Archives in Washing­

ton, D. C.



The fourth, Mr and Mrs Wallace Partridge, Mr and Mrs Phil baulque, Mr

and Mrs Ralph Morris and Mrs Bill Bigelow and Howard Smith. Several sets

were also named from towns in southern Inyo. Bill Bigelow of Big Pine

was asked to do the calling. .,. .*

Our1 cue1 to begin the dancing was' r,0h Susanna” by the orchestra. We did

the right and left six, ladies to the right, do-se-do, gents you know

and many of the changes.

Z great many outsiders had come for the pioneer event from long distance

and at night campfires sparkled over a large area. Our group, the Tay­

lors., Smiths, Wonacotts and Reeds camped near the Furnace Creek Ranch,

bringing all camp gear, fopd>.'water and wood in a luggage trailer. It

was a fun time for all and very'memorable untiT one ventured t.o tajsirvi
• J. J J C 1 . ' ' ’ j' ’

the1..highway toward home that llad never known bumper to bumper travel.
• • ' : •• • s. - ' ; " :



1-IbH blElhGb—John T. Ryan 26 riar ’68, Goo. II. Shedd 17 July '7.1,

Paul Howard 20 co pt ’71, Janies G. Honda 8 July ’73.

TlKEMAHA-^Addie Jones 1st P.M. •JaH-’*24 T895- 3/4 mi. from Birch' Creek

on north side. 150 people to b err-'served'; Attested by ’7. W. Stile at
.-.-•-I’ ci

Big Pino. Feb. 4th 1903 J. U. Dowd; Change oi‘ location 1/2 mi. from

Birch Creek . Community of Fish Springs served. In 1906' iTrsV’ Artie uane

made application to move P.O. 1/8 mile north of Birach Creek. Total of

50 to be served. P.O. in a store.

TABOUSE—:.;arry C, Wright 1st r.M. June 27 1876.' Located on north side

of Taboose Creek. Population to be served, 60. .attested by J. B. Rowley

Independence P.?i.



Tribute to the Forty-niners

in early December 1949, a group of the Old Time Dancers of Inyo county,

ve'/e invited to portray the ’’happy celebration” of the people who cross­

ed Death Valley 100 years before. The tribute to the pioneers was held

in Desolation Canyon south of Furnace Creek. The tall Funeral Mountains

with fantasy patterns of chocolate, cream and tan made an outstanding

background.

The experiences of the Manly-Jayhawker Party were given by narrator

James Stewart of movie fame. In pageantry form were seen most of the

modes of early travel. Covered wagons and oxen, freight wagons and

horses, horse and buggy, prospector and burro and early autos. The

twenty mule team and wagons were driven by Russell opainhower and

swamper Bruce Morgan, brought all the way from Lone Fine.

The local square dancers, in costume...ladies long dress, bonnet and

boots, men in levis, shirt, hats and boots...went through their his­

torical Quadrille. It was a thrill to dance on the sandy floor to

the forty-niner tunes played by the Hollywood Bowl Symphony Orches­

tra under the leadership of Ferde Grofe.

A large platform built on the east slope and extending out from the

hillside made plenty of space for the famous orchestra. The grande

stands against the west side of the canyon were built to hold 6000

people and proved very inadequate. Spectators had to take to the hill

sides where possible.

The quadrille sets from Bishop and Big Pine were selected as follows;

Mr. and Mrs. Les Horton, Mr and Mrs W. H. Calloway, Mr, amd Mrs- Bob

Avonacott and Mr. and Mrs*Bill Reed, one set. Mn and Mrs*Tom Wonacott,

Mr. and Mrs- Joe Smith of Laws, Mr* and Mrs. Laurence Taylor and Mr. and

Mrs^Owen Clark, 2nd set. The third set; Mr. and Mrs* McKinley Powers,

Mn.and-Mrs* Dick Cowan, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Nickolaus, Mr, and Mrs. Monte Little.



The fourth. Mr. and Mrs. Uallace Tartridge, Mr-and Mrs. Phil Baulque, Mi;

and MrsB Ralph Morris and Mrs*Bill Bigelow and Howard Smith. Several sets

were also named from towns io southern Inyo. Bill Bigelow of Big Pine

was asked to do the calling.

Our’cue’ to begin the dancing was "Oh Susanna" by the orchestra. Ve did

the right and left six, ladies to the right, do-se-do, gents you know

and many of the changes.

A great many outsiders had come for the pioneer event from long distance

and at night campfires sparkled over a large area. Our group, the Tay­

lors, .Smiths, Wonacotts and Reeds camped near the Furnace Creek Ranch,

bringing all camp gear, food, water and wood in a luggage trailer. It

was a fun time for all and very memorable until one ventured to drive

the highway toward home that had never known bumper to bumper travel.





Tribute to the Forty-niners

A viewing of most all modes of early travel in Death Valley was enjoyed

at the magnificent forty-niner celebration in the Valley in December,

1949. This tribute to the pioneers was held in Desolation Canyon, south

of Furnace Creek. The overall background was outstanding of fantasy

patterns in chocolate, cream and tan rising to the top of the Funeral

mountains.

The experiences of the Manly-Jayhawker party were portrayed by narrator

James Stewart of movie star fame. In pageantry form were seen covered

wagons.and oxen, • freight wagons and horses, horse and buggy, prospector

and burro and several different old autos. The twenty mule team and

wagons were driven by Russell Spainhower and swamper Bruce Morgan,

brought all the way from Lone Pine.

A dance was re-enacted as a "celebration" part of the gold-seekers

quest. Local Owens River Valley square dancers...in costume...went

through their historical Quadrille on the sandy floor to the tunes of

the Hollywood Bowl Symphony Orchestra under the leadership 6f Ferde

Grofe. What a thrill to dance on the sand to the strains of the famous

orchestra that played on a big platform built out from the hillside far

above.

Everyone camped out under the stars and cooked over sagebrush fires

that twinkled everywhere. It was a memorable, fun time until one ventur­

ed to travel the highway toward home that had never carried bumper-to-

bumper traffic.





Tribute to the Forty-niners

In early December 1949, a group of the Old Time Dancers of Inyo county,

were invited to portray the "happy celebration” of the people who cross­

ed Death Valley 100 years before. The tribute to the pioneers was held

, in Desolation Canyon south of Furnace Creek. The tall Funeral Mountains

with fantasy patterns of chocolate, cream and tan made an outstanding

background.

The experiences of the Manly-Jayhawker Party were given by narrator

James Stewart of movie fame. In pageantry form were seen most of the

modes of early travel. Covered wagons and oxen, freight wagons and

hor@OS, horse and buggy, prospector and burro and early autos. The

twenty mule team and wagons were driven by Russell Spainhower and

swamper Bruce Morgan, brought all the way from Lorie Pine.

The local square dancers, in costume...ladies long dress, bonnet and

boots, mon in levis, shitt, hata and boots...went through their his­

torical Quadrille. It was a thrill to dance on the sandy floor to

the forty-r-niner tunes played by the Hollywood Bowl Symphony Orches­

tra under. the leadership of Ferde Grofe.

A large- platform built on the east slope and extending out from the

hillside 'plenty of space for the famous orchestra. The grand-fit

stands against the west side of the cariyon were built to hold 6000

people and proved very inadequate. Spectators had to take to the hill

sides, where, possible. . .. '

The quadrille sets from Bishop and Big Fine were selected as follows;

Mr. a'nd?.Mrs;. Les Horton, Mr amd Mrs W. II. Calloway, Mr amd Mrs Bob
■ v . • • .

Wonacott and Mr. and Mrs Bill Reed, one set. Mr amd Mrs Tom Wonacott,

Mr and Mrs ,Joe. Smith of Laws, Mr and Mrs1Laurence Taylor and Mr ,and

Mrs Gwe-ri ’Clark-,.,2nd-isfe’t. The. third set; Mr amd Mrs McKinley Powers,

Mr and Mr^Ip^ck, Cowan, Mr arid, Mrs Jim^Nickolaus, Mr and Mrs Monte Little.

-f J- "" '



TOE STORY OF CONVICT LAKE Al® HOW IT GOT ITS NAME

By One Who Was There

In September 3.871*. twenty six convicts broke jail at
powered the guards, broke into the armory and helped
and ammunition0 One man was killed and several were

Carson City, over-
themselves to arms
wounded«

The convicts, on foot, scattered in every direction® A man who called him­
self Charley Jones, headed a party of six and started South® Jones told
the other five that if they could reach Bishop that he had friends there
from whom he could get help®

This party of six men, when reaching the vicinity of Aurora, Nevada, met
a boy on horseback, who was carrying mail to Aurora, captured and murdered
him and, it was said, mutilated his body badly, took his horse and clothing
and between there and Adobe Meadow met and captured a German who had a
wagon and two horses® They tied him to a wagon 'wheel and took his horses
and at .Adobe Meadow Ranch got a meal and started for Long Valley®

Jones, the pilot, knew the country having worked in Bishop and Long Valley,
a year or two prior to this time® They struck Long Valley near the mouth
of Hot Creek, just a short distance below what was afterward known as the
Turner Ranch; killed a calf which they packed on the horses and then went
up Hot Creek about three miles directly north of what is now called Convict
Lake, then struck south for the south of the Canyon leading from Convict
Lake®

In the meantime, word was sent to Benton, a little mining town about 55 miles
from Bishop, where a party of twelve white men and one Indian, headed by a
Deputy Sheriff, named George Hightower started in pursuit®

They struck the convictfs trail at Adobe Meadow and followed it into Long
Valley and up Hot Creek® It was then growing dark® They saw the dust of
the convict party just entering the canyon but decided it was not a good time
to try for a capture, so went to the MaGee Cattle Camp, about four miles
distant, for the night, intending to pursue the convicts the following morn­
ing©
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They found the convict’s camp near the mouth of the canyon, left the Indian
on the bank and went into the canyon on foot, surprised three of the convicts
in camp in their blankets. Being surprised, they jumped out of bed and
rar. for cover, but in the hurry forgot their guns, except six-shooters which
were strapped to them* These three were Morten, Black and Roberts.

Foberts was a boy, 19 years of age, who was serving a sentence for horse
stealing. They drew their guns on Roberts and compelled him to go back to
camp and get their guns. The Sheriff’s party fired on him, but the only
wound he got was a buck-shot in the foot. I do not know how many shots were
fired, but the only damage done was one man of the Sheriff’s party who was
shot in the head; except Morrison, who was killed.

The strange thing about Morrison: the way he died could be construed in no
way except suicide. He went ahead of the rest of the party, stepping out
in the open to walk toward the convicts who were behind trees. He was
shot through the body, but was not killed. In the face of this, he got to
his knees and continued to crawl toward the tree from behind which the con­
victs were firing and was shot in the head by one of them. More about this
strange man later.

After the firing ceased, the convicts ran up the canyon toward the lake.
It being quite brushy there, no doubt, it kept them out of sight of the
Sheriff8 s party.

During the fight, the guns scared the horses and they ran up the creek to
a little cottonwood grove where Raynor’s camp is now. The Indian stopped
the horses there and was holding them when the convicts came up. No one
knows whether the Indian made any fight; but he was killed by one of the con­
victs. They then took a horse each and started south and went down the hill
were Eaton’s ranch building now stands.

The three riding their horses down this steep hill on a run, called us at
the Magee Ranch, to believe that something had happened. Joe Inman, being
at the ranch, suggested to Magee that they go out and meet the men and
started. After going a short distance, Magee told Inman, that it might be
a good plan not to get too close to the party coming, for neither of them
were armed and did not know who the others might be, and so they did not
meet the convicts and no doubt saved their lives; for after being captured
the convicts said that they were slowing up their horses with the idea
of getting off and commencing to shoot.



The convicts, seeing the cabin, detoured, and crossed the creek about a
quarter of a mile above the cabin. They went down by Little Bound Valley
and on to Round Valley and started up Pine Creek Canyon® The party got on
their trail again and followed them for some distance up the creek. Ths
going was very rough and it was late in the evening. Knowing that the con­
victs could not get far and would have to come back, the party gave up the
chase© The convicts lost one of their horses over the edge of a precipice
and that night came back, went into a corn field and stocked up with roasting
ears. They crossed Round Valley and went up between Rock Creek and the River
Canyon, where the Posse found them next morning© When they saw the posse
coming they built a barricade of rocks. There were several shots fired, but
no one was shot but Black, who was supposedly shot by an Indian after they
had virtually surrendered© It was said that they were promised immunity
if they would surrender, but after they did, it was not given them.

The party who now had them in charge, proved to be vigilantes and after keep­
ing and guarding them in a little stone cabin near the head of Nirchan Can­
yon 3 took them to Bishop and gave them a sort of a trial and voted to hang
the two older man and came within one vote of hanging Roberts, the boy, who
was afterward sent back to Carson.

This only accounted for three of the six, the other three being, during_tks_
encounter, somewhere up around the lake gathering elderberries.

In the meantime, we packed Morrison on a horse and sent the body to Benton
where he was buried©

No one seemed to do or say anything about the three who were not in the fight
until Bart Magee came up and decided to see what had become of the other
three. He found tracks of two, near what is now called Whitmore Tubs. They
went across Long Valley and over the range and reached the main road. Near
Whiskey Flats, they crossed the White Mountains where they were later cap­
tured and sent back to Carson. The three men who comprised the party not
in the fight, were Jones, Corcorall and Burk. Jones was never heard of, that
is by most people, but was supposed to have got help and left the country©



MONO COUNTY, A LAND OF SCENIC BEAUTY

Section Three

It was an area of primitive attraction. The great meadows, forests,

lakes and streams had superb background of the mighty Sierras. Broad

valleys surrounded with sage, juniper and pinon covered hills exten­

ded easterly to the Slate Mountains, (later the White mountains),

south to the Inyo line and north to the Nevada border.

Mono was a vast area being first traversed by the Indians, then came

the white man. The Mountain Men left their trails as did the Explora­

tory Expeditions. The settlers that followed were interested in the

lure of mining and others homesteaded land for ranching.

The higher elevations with cooler summers were a boon to farmers of

northern Inyo. Their giant herds of livestock grazed the upper mea­

dows. Summer cabins for families of the lower areas became popular

near lakes and steams. Hunting and fishing beckoned to outsiders,
It was

travel began to grow,/the beginning of a full-sized industry called

Tourist.that has graduated from horse and buggy or wagon, auto and

tent, auto and tear-drop trailer to the various modes of travel

known today.

In due time the county named Mono by the Indians became a land rich

in the history of the early days of the state of California and the

vest. Even today, after many years of change and growth there are

historical interests.to enjoy in various locations.
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From the Inyo Register - Thursday, January 13, 1916

PIONEER OF PIONEERS
ANSWERS LAST CALL

A. L. McGEE PASSED AWAY IN SANTA MONICA LAST THURSDAY -
A RECORD OF HONOR.

A man as notable in Inyo history as he was respected
wherever known was taken from our citenship in the passing
of Alney L. McGee, in Santa Monica, at 3 o’clock last
Thursday afternoon. Up to the last year or two he had led an
active out-of-door life. A siege of illness and an injury
received from the falling of a horse contributed toward
incapacitating him. He and Mrs. McGee had spent the winter
in Santa Monica with their son-in-law and daughter Mr. 6c Mrs.
Lloyd Summers.

No serious known illness immediately preceded his death.
He had consulted a physician regarding a pain in his breast,
but without its cause being determined. Thursday afternoon
members of his family were sitting out of doors when he arose
from his chair and went into the house and up stairs. A
little later Mrs. McGee went that way and found him lying at
the head of the stairs, a paper grasped in one hand, his
spectacles in the other. The cause of death was officially
determined to be a valvular trouble of the heart.

He was born January 27, 1844, in Texas. The family
moved to California in his early childhood, and was living
in Los Angeles when the State was admitted to the Union. He
attended the schools in that pueblo and in Santa Barbara, and
in the latter place an uncle died of cholera contracted on the
journey from Texas.

The family went from Santa Barbara to Stockton, then to
Knight’s Ferry, then to Visalia, and from the latter place
to Aurora when that camp came up. At that time the McGees
had two butcher shops in .Aurora, and their cattle ranged in
Owens Valley. That helped to invole them in the Indian war,
a few incidents of which will be narrated later in this
article.

After the Indian war, Mr. McGee was located in Fish Lake
Valley until 1866, coming to this valley soon afterwards. In
Pleasant Valley in 1870 he was married to Miss. Elizabeth
Gunter. In December, 1974, they sustained the loss of two
children, who passed away but a day apart and were buried in
the same grave. Hrs. McGee survives, with four children,
Mrs. W. P. Yaney, Mrs. Clyde May, Mrs. Lloyd Summers and
Percy McGee. Bart McGee, the eldest brother of the deceased,
and a sister, Mrs. Margaret Hockett, of Porterville, are
the only survivors of that family, of whom there were six
children. John S. McGee, formerly Sheriff of Inyo, was one
of them.

The body, accompanied by the relatives who were in Santa
Monica and by Chas. Summers, who was also there at the time
of the passing of Mr. McGee, was brought here, and the funeral
occurred from the family residence Sunday. Rev. S. S.
Patterson conducted it.

Mr. McGee was of the highest integrity, esteemed by all.
In his makeup the element of personal fear did not enter,
and like most others with that rare quality of courage, he
was retiring and reticent concerning his own achievements
and part in events; as quiet of manner and speech as effic­
ient In his undertakings. We have lost a good man, a good
citizen, a good friend.



Ho man among the whites was more justly feared by the
Indians in their local warfare than was "Allie" McGee, then
but a stripling* The McGee brothers were herding their
cattle in this valley Ln the winter of 1861-2. A peace
treaty had been made January 31, 1862, but only a few days
later the brothers, in company with A* Vanfleet ( still
surviving), Tom Passmore, negro Charles Tyler, and others;
saw four Piutes trying to drive off some of the cattle
in their charge near independence. Argument preceded
fighting, until one of the Indians drew up his bow and
launched an arrow, the obsidian head of which is still in
Vanfleet’s body. All four Indians were killed.

Alney went to Aurora, and when in the first week of
April a summons came therefor volunteers to help the
scattered whites in Owens Valley lie was one of the eighteen
who came from there with Captain Kellogg. He and Bart took
conspicuous parts in the Bishop Creek, battle in which scott
and Pleasant (of Pleasant Valley) were killed. It was nearly
a year later that the most thrilling event of the war
occurred, and which is oftoner referred to than any other
single incident of that period. Many versions of the affair
have been told. Cur narrative, as told in "The Story of
Inyo,” was obtained from Mr. McGee, as were many other notes
of that time, and is authoritative. In brief, Mr. & Mrs.
Jesse Summers, Alney McGee and his mother, a little girl
(his niece) and the negro Charley Tyler were on their way
from Aurora to Visalia, with over twenty head of Hose horses,
a team and wagon and their household goods. On March 7th
they found at Big Pine the body of a man killed by the Indians
three days before, and hastened on their way. At the Fish
Springs hills Indian smoke signals were seen ahead. The
little party turned to cross to the east side of the river
at the knoll from thence forth known as Charley’s Butte,
near the present head of the Los Angeles aqueduct. The wagons
stuck in the soft river bottom. By the time the men could
cut the horses loose their foes were on the bank shooting at
them. On reaching the land the women and girl were put on
a team of horses, and Summers and McGee ran beside them
holding to the horses0 manes. Charley tried to catch one
of the loose horses, but could not, and the last the whites
saw of him he was running and fighting. In a former battle,
near Lone Pine., he was known to have killed four Indians
and his deadliness to them on all occasions made him no doubt
a prized captive. His fate was never positively learned,
beyond a statement by an Indian leader that he was taken ur>
on Big Pine creek and tortured. Mr. McGee, however, always
held to the belief that the unfortunate negro was not taker.
alive. The whites of the party reached Csno I;*der>endcnce
safely, and remained there for a month, then returning to
Aurora. Alney either remained or returned, and was thence­
forth even more than before the implacable foe of the
warring Piutes. At the time of this happening he was nine­
teen years old.

Mr. McGee was one of the very few remaining surviving
Inyoites of the Indian campaigns. Allen Vanfleot, of
Bishop, J. S. Broder of Big Pine, 7. L. Bodie, who
is wintering in Arizona, and Bart McGee is the full list,
so far as we know.



CHARM, HISTORY AND
WftW HERITAGE

by

ADELE REED

COVER. Seen beside the old St. Brendan’s
Catholic church on Nob Hill, Eureka, Nevada.
This large bell, long in use atop the church
which was built in 1878, was recently removed
to install a new roof and so far not replaced
Inscription reads, "made in 1872 by the Troy
Bell Foundry, Jones & Co., Troy, New York.

Copyright 1964.
All rights reserved.

by
ADELE REED

272 Shepard Lane, Bishop, Calif.
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by

ADELE REED

OUR COVER
Seen beside the old St. Brendan’s Catholic////

Church, built in 1878 at Eureka, Nevada, is this
large bell, made in 1872 by the Troy Bell Foun-/
dry, Jones & Co., Troy, New York. Removed with//
the belfry from atop the church in order to in-/
stall a new roof and so far not replaced.

a lar^e hpme Pii/
B^CK CtfVER,.
tm see n/o n

Safa^Ajstfreas"’,"Cal if errnia^ P'n Hi ghway' #49".

Copyright, 1964.
All rights reserved.

by
ADELE REED

272 Shepard Lane
Bishop, Calif.
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FOREWORD---This little book shows several
groups of buildings and other objects which are
irreplacable landmarks of our historical past,xs
representing the confidence, power and way of
life of a young America.
A number of these remain throughout our west­

ern towns and ghost camps and portray most vivid
^ly the hardships of our pioneers, the every day
struggle to exist, to work, to build, to make do
with what they had when isolation from sources h

of material and every day necessities was so
great.
Very little realization remains nowadays of

what these various objects represent and as such
should be carefully preserved and protected.

The pictures were taken by the author in an
attempt to show beauty of construction, design
and interest so remarkable for that period, and
giving great credit to the skill of the early
masons and craftsmen, whose pride in their work
was a daily reward.

The buildings with the ornate ’’gingerbread"
trim of the Victorian era had much charm and g
grace , a light, happy aura surrounding them as
compared to the sober stone, brick and the rough
little abodes found in outlying areas.

One and all, these landmarks, heirlooms, legac
from the past recall the youth and happy build­
ing years of our nation.

Sincere appreciation is extended to all of the
kindly people here and there who gave me help
and bits of lore and history of the country.



Dominating the upper end of the main street in
the ghost town of Belmont, Nevada,is this sturdy
building of 100 years ago. Constructed by the
Combination Mining Company, of flat stone and
mortar, it served as court and jail and living
quarters as well, before the regular courthouse
was constructed.

Spacious, high ceilinged, thick walled rooms
with worn plank flooring make up the livinf



Next door neighbor to our little Queen Anne
home in Virginia City, Nevada, is this large,
ornate, two story mansion.

Quite different because of the extensive use
of turned wood trim on the intricate balcony
railing as well as the lower spacious veranda,
and also the ornate yard fencing showing use of
the heavy turned knobs.

It is in good repair and stands as a very
handsome symbol of the extravagant tastes of
this richest silver camp in Nevada.
Always an intensely interesting town to visit

as it has many of the original business build­
ings, opers



(’on tc nts

’'o'-ics, Pago 1
S c h o o 1 s, Pa g o 11
Churches and graveyards, Pare 17
Conrt■ ■ ouses, Page 29
•■arly Industry and. two old-tin-ers, page 34
Rough and simple living, page 58

All objects were pictured as found sd&hx£h in
1963 and 1964 with the except?.on of Unionvill
School, and the two old pictures, Sutro’s
Mansion and the Bodie engines.
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HOMES
A Lovely Queen Anne’s lace type of gable trim

distinguishes


