
I 1f s, (.)-.
2ev 7 e3 s3

Bx zsf
I{ILLSPAUG H TEE BEGINNING AND THE END

rn "The Gay Nlnetlesrtt calred so wlth fond memorles of those who ar,e
no longen with us. Almon Nathaniel Mtllspaugh, born tn plalnwell, Mlchlgan,
January Znd, 1860, owned an asphalt mlne east of santa Marla, californla,
which he wonked for several years, some of the product belng used on the
first parring of south Main street in Los Angeles, with the steam rorler
And €qulpment which he owned.,

when Randsbung, ca11f. boomed. ln LBg5, he establlshed a. frelght l1ne
from MoJave to thene, uslng 10 and 12 horse and mule teams and suoenvis lng
the work and over n,-ght camps on the 55 nrre tnlpr on tbese he drove a fast
buggy team' rn 1897 rre sold' out and. went oven to tb.e lltLle ,town, of 

'nyxon the south Fork of the Kenn Rlver - known by aIl as the 'so, Fonkr, taklng
along an o1d friend Lou smlth, they camped at onyx the wholerrtown,,conststlng
of store' bann and corral and a few homeg. Taklng ln tow Frank pettlpool and
his wife Jessie, they pnospected and spent the slxnner 1n the hlgh countny .

camping' rn the fal1 0f 1898 the three men took off r.rlbh pack outfit fon
Mt' spring canyon, across rndian weIls vulley, al-so known then es salt weIls .

I/alley' nothing there to exclte them, except to meet a fine old time Mexjcan :

Juan Andrado, who had a cabln, ptenty of waten and a garden and w,.rked. silrre'
and gold. mlne

ff The Bonanza- rr He was our fnlend untl' hi s death ln lgor+. ,ue cemped
many times wtth hlm duning those yeares when tnaverlng to and fnom camp to
MoJave.

so they went up Mt. spring uanyon and around and. d.own to Junction Flet
and across to the east side of the Argus Range to the head of shephendrs canyon,
where GeorEe Davistt01d Man Davlstt was camplng and prospectlng, had a nice
eamp by a sprlng - whlch rater dlsappeaned as spnlngs do at t1nes. He was a
plastener by trade' now devoting hlmself to pnospecting and keeplng htmself 
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lnrrbeans and b.acontt maklng an occeslonal trlp on foot to Balrarat r z0 miles
down bhe canyon and across Panamlnt va11ey to re-stock the gnub-box and a bottl
ol3 so of rrOld crowtrorttold rsyllrrtf the favonlte and most connon brand of
trflre water'.tr He lnvlted thettboysrtto pltch camp, the rare pleasi'ne of com-
panlonsblp pleased hlm gneatly. He was a good. man. so they dld 1lngen and
lndulge ln pr"ospectlng the countr"y. Davls had a little sheet-tron ccok storre
and 1n 1t he dumped his semples of oie, gathened here and thene and wjth the
dry wood of the Yucca tnee that he used for fuel, h€ would add a plece or
cfrunk of therrpetrifl6dtr fucca, of which a great deal could be found then,
was very hand, and scattered around on the hl1ls, (Thls is the Shepherdrs
canyon ln whlch John shepherd. of Georgers cneek, owens valrey - built the
toII road to Panamlnt valley ln the l8/Ors when panamlnt Clty wag boomlng, )

He had many beautifur and queer shaped Yuccas, ttrato comersfr who know no
betten, perslst ln caIIlng themttJoshuasrtr but to we old ttmers they werc
and are ttYuccag.tr These same ftlate comens" mlgs-call Gnease-wood -,rcreosote.rr
The ord names should be left alone and tounlsts taught the proper ones. Grease-
wood was named so because of the bnisk flne and dnops of trgreasetf that drlpped
lnto the fine wlth a spruttenlng sound as one cooked over the open camp-fl.e.
This ftpetnifledtt Yucca made a slow even flre and any 9o16 on metal in the
saryples of ore melted end mlxed wtth the ashes; naybe d.ays later he would
nake out the ashes and stft through them gatherlng the ttnugaetstt 1f any and
deposltlng then in empty whlskey bottles, and then wouldttcasherrthem ln some

hldden placer so he was never quite sure Just where he had. found the metal
on gold bearing rock samples. one time a young man came through the countny,
havlng gotten word on the ttGrape-Vlnetr of "old Man Davlsrrt bottles of gold
nuggets, Glad of company' he was lnvlted to stay oven andttJust happened. to
have a bottlerf wlth hlm, and. whlch they emptled duning the evenlng and. Davis
talked, rr but when he woke up next mornlng wlth a thlnst, the young man and
Davist ttcashedttbottle were gone, amountlng to a hundned d.ollans or so, as he
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hadntt been to town lately. But these thnee visltons were not of that brand.

He showed'them clalms he had located. and recorded ln fndeperdence, Ca1-if-
onnla, and they took sampres. Later on they morred. their carnp East, over to wh:

was known as |tDevilts canyonrtta deep lnaccesslble box canyon on the east
slde of Argus Range lo-'klrrg d.own inbo Panamlnt Val1ey, but hlghfrfalLs,,pre-
venting entrance frorn that slder so there is only one way ln. The rnd.ians
some times kept a few heat'd of horses, as r also d.ld, to winter there and. with
a tree llmb lald across the trall they would not get out, a flne spring 1n
the canyon. They camped there untl1 spring, pnospectlng and experienclng a

sprlng snow storm of a foot or more. so they packed out to shephendrs canyon e

agaln and bought sevenal clalrns from Davis. one they calledrfThe yelIow Metal,
high up the hlll above what later became Ml1lspau6gh (ttcarptt) and another just
over the rrsaddlett at the top of a smal1 canyon runnlng east of camp and fnom
this Itsaddlerr a flne vlew of Panamint vellex and range and far to the south
to where Trrna ls nowr and across the valley to where a green spot called
Ba11arat, 20 mtles away gllnmered ln the sun at the foot of a jn::gh mesa,
extending out from the mouth of Pleasant canyon. The mlnes around there wene
wonklng and pnospectons in the hills, lt was a busy ptacer 2 saloons and a
store and hotel. Judge Decken presi.ding ovcr count when necess&ry, whlch was
quite often, the Jal1 usually occupled. Ballarat was the end of the stage-
llne fnom Johannesburg, 75 mlles south, 6 horse stage coachos in 3 times a week
and out 3 times. The high llght of the day was when tbe stage rolled ln with
the mail and maybe some one was aboand. with money to lrnrest in mlning property
ol3 Just to spend lt ln the saloon & a brlsk game of "solortand these games

often ran several cays and nights, without a bneak, til the lucky one had all
the money.

To 8et back to the cla1m ovenlooklng the va11ey, it was catled the
ttK'P'c.'t fon an uncre. Laten a shaft was sunk 90 feet, but pnospects dld not
ryaterlalrze and no fu:rthen work was ever done on lt. The maln mine remained
ItThe Yellow Metaltt whi eh was sunk to a depth of LZ$t Iater.
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Arrangements made, the men returned to the So. Fork, acquired teams and

weSons and materlals for setting up camp was hauled over. Mlllspaugh made a

tnlp east to Omaha, Nebnaska, to arrar€e wlth Ollven J. Bal1ey, hls brothen-

ln-Iaw, to come ln wlth us. It was never a stock company, but a famlly busl-
ness' conslsting of Balley, Ml11spaugh, Jessle N. Fowzer and her daughter,

the writen of thlst l{rs. Fowzer (fOWZgn) was bookkeeper and asrsayer and laten
Post l'lasten when the Post Offlce, Mlllspaugh was establlshed. ln 1901 and a
stage Ilne from Darwln to Bellarat contracted by Charles Anthony, carne thnough

s1x tlmes a week to Ballanat, Monday, Wednesday and FrldaXsr retur"ning on

Tuesday, Thur"sday and Saturdays by team, annivlng at camp at noon tlme.

Charlle Anthony owned the Darwln Store, hotel and barns, all destroyed by flre
in 1917, and ln 1918 the former bu ldings in 2 blocks brirned to the gnound,

leavlng the entlre main pent of town ln these two "Lres a total loss. In 1904

Anthony sold out alI hls buslness to Domlngo Etchanren - (who owned the Junctic
and had made a good strlke in Death Val1-ey wtth hls pardnen Jack Keane, which

they nemed the Keane Wonder. ft ls Just off the Beatty noad golng up to
Day Llght Pass) and to Sl1as H. Reynolds, then supervisor of our dlstrict, 

:

the 5th. Sl1as bnoug,ht hls cows to the Junctlon, 16 ml1es south of Darwln

and they also wene pandnens in the cow buslness. In 1905 when Skldoo was

bo'"mlng, Sl1as as supervLsor had the Skldoo Road built down Danwin Wash and

over the mountalns, and down old Lower end. of Danwln Wash, to Panamlnt Va11ey-

the grade was qulte an englneerlng feat, built by hand Fnesno scrapers, blacl
powd.er and a large crew of men It was laten called ttZLnk Hl11ft bub should

always be known as ttskldoo Roadrt that lt was named ln the beglnning. 01d placr -

names should never be changedt The fine ln August L7, L9L7 also destroyed

The Black Metal Salon1r 2 houses and Jack Gunnrs old saloon buildlng of 1876

days and the beautlful mahogany bllrand table wlth lts narble top that came

anound fhe Horn and hauled from San Pedro by frelght teams of Reml Nadeau.

The July 7th,1918 flre destroyed the Etcharren home store, Domirplors Hotel

and l"Irs. Loughreyts hotel and rooms and the Frank Cartheny home. One of the
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houses ln the 1917 fire was the one in whlch oun son, Richard Mechan was bonn
October p, 1916.

But r dlgress t so back to Mllrspaugh, earry in rgoo a crew of men were
hired, spots graded and levered, all wlth plck and shover. Tents were out up,
with floons and walled up sldes, lumber from oregon for buildings and m111
anrived ln Keelen on the narrow gauge rallroad and at bhe same tlme a cloud
burst hlt the town, cannying the track-cans, lumben and. al1 out into Owens
Lake, et that tlme lt had waten in itJ work was he1d. up until the l-umben was
brought ashore and cleaned after a fashion, loaded on frelght wagons with 12
honse teams and hauled the l.lJ1 nlles to camp , e 3 day trlp. That was my ffu.st
aummen at camp - a tlny girl, busy clirnblrrg the h1lls or rldlng ny blg black
mule "Jutr1bott, my feet stlcklng out fnom his br.oad back, at times rrrgave a
hand'r at cleanlng the soda dlnt out of the tongue and gnoove ln the floonlng
and sidlng wlth a screw dnlven, and the sod.a maktng my hand.s sore, but r wes
rreannlng nickles.tt rt was hardened 1lke cement, the rallroa6 was supposed to
have washed and cleaned all the lumber, but had done a poon Job, so 

',re 
all

helped' we had a cook, Miss Brlce, and hen brothen, F?ank, was teamster,
haullng wood and was a ttman of all wonkrtt they were fnom the south and amused.
us greatly wlth thein goft drawl and orlcl expresslong as ,tthere is a rlght
smant hePp of lath over yonden.tt Thene was also nGrandpa" Millspaugh, who
cajne out from Plalnwell, Mlch. to spend the sunmer and do the nason wonk, at
whlch he was an expert, the stone walls and bollen walls that he and uncre
A1 bullt, stll1 stand.

we have been calledrrPerfectionlsts'and r supoose we were, thinos done
must be done the right way and nraybe a little betten than others do. (My sons
and r stilr have that "faurt") uany derlce penfectjorrr brrt our camp was
penfect in 1ay-out, bulldlngs ancL cleanllness, a trrrly bea,rtlf,rl setting, The
bulldlngs were lath and plasten, tongue and groove floorlne and si.rlne and
dank red corr"ugated lnon roofs, the main bulldlng ha<l a flreplace ln the
liv1ng roomr bathnoom with tub and wash stand, the larger entrancb room was
shelvgd f or groceries and leroe stnr"qoa n'l aoa# an,l r.^!^{-r ^ J! --r -1 ! --
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or fence was the offlce noll-top desk anct the high bookkeeplng desk, also
used for the post Office. The Assay office bras equlpted wtth the finest of
scales, funnace and grinders , etc., a riark room for developlng plct,rres from
glass plates. My mothen was an expert assayer anri dtd a sreat deal of ,,ork
for othen mines and the many prospectors ln the hl]ls. ide planl;ed slips from
Locus trees bnorrght fr"om Lone plne ancl tenrierly care<_i for by my mother anrJ
they grew into large tneesr we also had a flne garrien which we rnratered fronr
the lower well with a pltcher pump.

the first mlrl was bulIt of wood with red comlgatec! lron roof. rt hag
2-r2oo po'rnd stampsr ore bln ard crusher above, below the stamps was the
the ttpl"tesrt and concentrating table. Tl"e plates were 3large copper ones over
which the pulverized ore ran 1n wate:r and any gord adhered raten to be gath-
ered with quicksilven at therrclean-up.il A Falrbanks Monse steam enptne and
steam water pumpsr a deep well was dug Just orrtside the m111 an<l laten a 5o ft.
tunnel or cnlft was nun fnom the 50t leve1, thus supplylng plenty of water,
a lange tank was above the m111. 1or below the grorrnd lever was a steam pump
on a platfonm 1n the wa1l that bno rght the water to the b1g bolrer. Jrrst to
the north of the boller room was a well eer.ripted Black Smlth Shop an6 crrpboarrrs
fon carpenter touls - forge wlth larEe bellows anci anvll where the artl1s %.

picks were sharpened - also horses and mules shod. iOt ln front of the ni1l
was a very large wood pile of dead yucca ( trees) usecl for f,rel in the boilen.
(r was an expert at firlng the boiler and keeprng stearn up anri knew every
part of the machlneny and runnlng of the mill.) ,,n/e also had a stone root
cellan bul1t j'nto a bank ln hlll-slde in which potatoes, camots, etc. kept
very well for a long time.

The miners had conrfontable warl t floored tents r,rith heating stoves q
good cot beds and r:ntil the boanding hor-rse was conpleted a large walr .). floore<i
tent was used for kitchen ancl dlnlng room. At the foot of c&mpr so,th, were
the barns and cornal hay bann t busqy ancj sadclle room. Those who helped qet
camp s ianted wlth the flrst bullctng were F'rank pettipool and his wife, Jessie,
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from the rrSo. dork.tt Grandpa Mlllspaugh spent several s'rnrners with ,-ls,

Domlnlque Estabannett0ld Man Davis'r who dld all the plastering Lou Snlth,
several who drifted lnto camp, the Brlces, Uncle A1 M111spaueh, my mothen

Jessle Fowzer and me and later Gnandma Marshall came up to ttlend" a hand,

Al & Lou were the top canpenters, mother d1d the orclerinq of supplies, book-

keeplng and payro11s, I took care of the stock, the job I loveC best. She

and I were also handy with a saw and hammen, Frelght teams of 12 t 1! head

hauled everything from MoJave. After the flasco ln Keelen, we only went to
Lone Pine for hay and in the falI for those flne apples, naised ln the Va11ey

l-n those days. George Coffey dld most of our haullng - some by John Callaway

and 1n later years we dld our own frelghtlng fnom Johannesburg vla Mt. Sprine

Canyon and thnough the Indlan Wel1s Valley where Navy 0ndlnace Test Statton
tlNoTstt ls now located.

Indlan Wells t Coyote Holes on the MoJave to Keelen noad werae wel1 Lmown

stopplng places, stage stops and freight teams, flne rneals at Coyote Holes.

Mr. & Mns. Freeman Raymond ran lt for many years and several tlmes were vtctirns
of T-lburslo Vasquez when he and his gang descended on the place, they use<i the

huge pl1e of rocks to the southwest as a look-out "Vasqaez.Rock'f from whlch

they corrld see approachlng stage on fnelqht teams fnom Cerro Gorrjo to the

north and Red Rock Uanyon to the south also the road to Walkenrs Pass. Free-
man Post 0ffice was also there and 6 horsestases from MoJave to Keeler am<le

It a change station and meals for passengers, of whlch there were a good many.

vrihen the Southern Paclflc railnoad fnom Mojave reached Brown, Kern County,

ln 1908-09 we hauled from there. All the fine people who helped to make camp

the wonderful place and home lt was, are now gone, only I sm left. The first
mlll-man was Jlm Bsnks ln 1oO1-02, who came from Los Angeles to get thlngs
rolllng. Later John Carrlcant became ml1l-rnan. Thel.e was a "Jack of all
Tnadestt he could do anything ancl workecl for us, off and on rnrhen he corrlri

leave h1s own lnterests. He and Domlngo Etcharneil orrrrr€d the Jr.rnction on

Junction tr'Iatr 5 miles west and north of us on the road to Darwtn, they hac!

some minlng property and Domingo was pardner with Clair Tyler in the Ballanat
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Saloon when John Shepherd bu11t the road down Shepherdts Canyon.

Panamlnt City was boomlng 1n the ?Ots and the maln obJect of the roar3

was to haul fresh produce fnom Owens Va11ey and on J'.rnction Flat a

statlon was bu11t to accomadate the freiphters and stases, water was ptperl

down from a sprlng 2 mlles, &t the base of L1tt1e Matarango Peak ln I/lt,
inch lron pipe. Mn. & Mrs. Green of Lone Pine came o'tt to run the stati on

ec planted the o1d locust trees that are stllI there and some apole trees.
Remi Nadeau built a road up frorn fndlan Wel1s Val1ey, a grade up the

Malapal whlch ls north of the mouth of Mt. Sorlng Csnfon, this was lcnown

as the rrHamllton Roadtr after the man who englneered the buildirlg this
road came lnto Junction Flat at the sorrthwest end, up the flat crosslng
the onlginal r'oad. from (Owens Lake) vla old Coso to Shepherdts Canyon

and so was called the Junction, the road continued on ln a stnaiEht line
as dld most of Nadeaurs roads (one could stlll see them for miles when

I was growlng up) and bore to the east along the foot of the Angug Mts.

up a canyon and to Modoc, orlglnally Look-Out - from whene Nadeau was

haullng ore to MoJave and net,.rning with suppIles. T'he old Hanilton noart

is now used by NOTS fnom Chlna Lake to the J'rnction - that too ls miss-

caLl-edrrJunctlon Hanchrrlt ls Justtt'rhe Junctlontt, the trees are almost

90 years o1d, durlng the 20ts and lOts they suffered from neglect and

years of drought, and then 1n the eanly 19[0ts were brought backto thelr
former glory by the lovlng csr€ of John Carnicart and his wlfe, Mar,ie,

he had retilrned to h1s olcl home where he had flrst arrived 1n 1891 as a
lad from France. Then when all our old home country was taken over by

the Navy for a bomblng range and closed to outsiriers, ifohn became the

earetaker and watchman, theln fine garden and fnrrlt trees were prodrrcine

and the oIC Junction had come back to life. fn the l8qOrs and early
1900ts lt was always a stopplng place fon anyone and useci by many prospectr
and folks fnom Ballanet who caine up ln the s mmer to escape the heat.

To get back again to camp. The m111 mar;re a few r'rns with ore fron
!L^ \t^ a 1 --
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three miners were worklng, John carrlcart was dolng the blacksmiuh work,
tool sharpenlng and running the hoise with mure power. Bnj-cls had.etrnnec
to Als6gma and "Grandpatt Tapman was cooking, haullng wood and supplles when
necessaryr on thls cay he was aelay r^rith the team for hay and gain, uncle A1
was east on buslness, r was away ln school and Mama was assaying, Dgvis was
stll' camping at his o'd spot- To dlvert agarn, one evening rnrhen caqp was
beln'g bul}t, the men m'ade a.het they could strlke waten at zS ft. in a spot
about the center" of camp ln the canyon floor. so after work i-n the even'ne
and on theln own tlme and with pick and shovel they srrnk a hr x [r hole anrJ
at 2lat the waten came 1n, rlslng to ht of the surface, the flnest, purfst
and col'&st water any one could wish fon, and lt nevdr lowened lts level _

we have watered [! head of stock at one t1me, uslng a hand rpltchenu no*',
a harf oaken barrel was the horse trough. rhe boys framed the welr anrl
platform over the top with a ralsed box on whlch the pump set, with a coffee
can handy to prlme the pump. Beslde the werl is a lange round flat nock on
which the Geologlcal supv"r, u.s' placed a bench mark in 1906, elevat i-oa 6rl.tt
a'bove sea level. 

.

John canrlcant met a tnaglc death July 19, L9\5, when retLrr.nrnE home
from his sontg in 01enda1c, his plctmp was hlt at the fonk of san Fennando I

Road and supulvlda B1vd. by a nary tnuck anrl he was lnstantly kllled.
rh"y stayed with us at camp while they were s,rnveying and placlne Beneh

Marks, one of which they placed at that tjme on the t,.,p of irlatananqo peak q8qn
we made trips ln the sprlng to Lone Plne fon ray anrt fnesh vegetables r^rith
ou:r four nnrle team, the whlte onetrBecktt and "Jeck" on the wheel and bnown 

=ttMike 
and' "Pat" on the lead- unless one has.rone so they cannot lneqi.ne the

pleasure of sittlng high on the seat, hording the reins "rlbbons,, pnoperly
and a good team in fnont! rn the faIl we went up fon more hay anri the flne
apples that were raised in the va}ley then, befone the city of Los Angeles.
ttB.C.L.Aon

Back to the sprlng of 1902 orfe moner &s Mama worked wlth hen assay she
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IO

Iooked out the-window to se€ smoke coming out the m111 doon and fnorn deep

in the mlddle of the huge wood pltre, runnLng to lnvestlEate she fo'rncl fla'nes

sweeplng the interlon of the m111 and she corrld not Eet lnside to the hose.

She remembered the ocened case cff dynamtte the rnen had sotten powder from

that morning, she ran ln the shop anci carrled the 50 porrne box orrt and up

the h111, by then evenythlng was )rrr'nlng fiencely and r:p the h111 came Davis

pantlngtrlulrs. Fowzer, I bro,-rght 2 buckets of waten, what shall I do with

them." By then lt was ! P.M. and John hed come tr: the sr:rface to get the

powder for the round of shots at qulttirg tlme, sabr the smoker yelled down

to the othens to come up and he took off down the h111 to camp. Of course

none of our horses were up, so he walked over to the Junction, ! mlles,
hoplng to flnd ours on his but all he could flnd was old trMollytf one of
the Indianrs horses, catchlng her, he node back to camp, ate and saddled

up and started for fndlan Wel1s, 50 miles &way, arrlvlng there at B A.wl.

Good tlme for any honse and "old Mollytt harirrstnln6q halt" not painf'l, hut
causinp a 1lmp. the down stage, from Keeler" to MoJave, arntved and John sent
a wlre by the driven to be telegnaphed to Uncle A1, who was d.:e r n Lns Anseles

about that time and would be at Ehc Hollenbeck Hote1. John s tarted back

that evenlng. upon recelpt of the wlne Al caueht the tnain to Mojave, 01*
buggy team was stebled there whlle he was in the east, at Mns. catlins wagon
yand. He reft lmmedlately for Coydte Holes Jl nl:'et, 10 miles out of torvn,
Jerry becane 111 and had to t'lrn back, the only horse avaltable was a fine
black, "Nigtt, but a notorlous runaway, thls made an extna 20 mlles fon
frYaqulrtr howeven all went well to Coyote Holes an,l the next daya 55 mtles
to camp. upon reaching the wincllng grarie down to Junctlon Frat, aften leavins
the head of lIt. sprine canyon, ttNlgttstar:ted to run, t'yaqui" worflri never let
e'nother horse pass hlnr so tkre race was on ecnoss the flat and gp the short
canyon to the summlt where the old noad d:rops down into Shepherdrs canyon,
our grade to camp t'rrned off to the left and was a q,rarter of a nrl1e arorrnd
to camp. A1 had a box of apples on tl,e seat beside hlm anc lt acted as a
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balance when the buggy whlpped around the short t';nns and the wheers ciid not
touch bottom on the pitches (gullys) as they saw a few dalr-s later when ret,rrninq
to Mojave to get Jemy and leave "Nig" and his owner was welcome to hi.n! They
nrade a'rGrand btand !'inish" when they annived ln campl 'They unhooked the team
in fnont of the storre buildlng and red them down to t,re corral, otherwlse
"Nig" would have kept runnlng down the canyon.

Men were immedlately set to work cleaning up the debrls, the machtnery was
found to be undamaged, englnes, pumps and etc. were taken apart, cleanerl and
oiled and re-assembled, the plates ha..i to be replaced and the concentrating
table had bunned, the stamps and cr':.shen were alriEht. L'rmben anrj corrteate.! irn
was hauled in anci rebuildlng began at once, thts time the sides as well as the
roof were of the dank red cor"rigated iron, a cynlrJe plant was ins talled ln the
new m111 and a 5o ft. dnlft nun in the well at the 5o, level, thus assunlng an
abundant supply of water. Another large anrorrnt of rtead )rueca trees was haulerl
in for the bo11er furnaee anrl by rate summer the flrst m1I1-ru-n was ma.te with
John Canricant as niIl-man. fn 19Ol+ and rO5 a tunnel was nun ln 15OO ft. to
connect with the "Yell-ow Metaltt shaft which was r.rsed as an air shaft for the
tunnel which extended [00 feet f,:rther, following the ore body r^rhere itrrpincheci
outtr at the t90Qr face.

The Boardl-n8 House was hritt in 190\ on r,he slte of Davls olri eamp, he 6avlne
moved 3 ntlles down the canyon and bul1t a shack by a flne spring anrt a eanrol
and tended the stage horses that were chaneed urere, each 6a), as the sta.,e
went rlown to Barlarat ancl on the ret,rnn tnlp up an<r on to Dep,n,in. char,lie
Anbhony ran the stage and had the ma-i,l- contract anrJ carried passengers. Iie also
owned the Darwin Store, Hotel ancl barn ancJ corrals. He was a fine 1lan.

lhe followlng years camp had lts ups anri ciownsr &sdid all the mininE and
milling adventures arounrt the co':ntny, the ore was just not there to pay a

profit' Our last effort was mace on a prospect tip the canyon a- qrile from.
camp ln rgo8' A 50 ft. shaft sunk and several dnlfts nr-n, but the ore borry was
not there. rt was approprlately enough calledtt'rhe Last ch".r""" ancj,.iorkerj
continued off and on rrntil 1910 when that s,lmmer saw the end except for the
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yearly assessment work unt1l 1914 when all the builcrlngs were solrJ to Sunners

and B111er who hacl necently bo'rght the Junetion and cows from Dornlngo Etctrarren
and brought their stock d.own from Long Va11ey anr) marie the J'rnction head ouar.ters
with the line camps at Cole Springs h miles so,rth of Olrl Coso.

The coyboys proceded to tlismantle the bulldings and harrllng tr.em orrt on
hay wagons with the large flat nacks. T?-re boardl-ng hou.se they sawed in half
and' gct j-t out 0.K. and put back together at the J'rnction, also the blacksnlith
shop, the 8-ssay office they haulerl to a spring west of Cole Snrinss Z n'iles anrJ

dumped it off where it set fot')rears tllttng at an e.ne1e. l,fany.years later lt
was moved over to cole springs. lh" l'rrnber from the store bu|ldtng, our r.esi-
dence, they stacked ln fnont of Jrrncti.on and rrsec fo:: fir:e wood, easier than
haullng pinon j-n for the purpose, of which there r^ras and ls a great Ceal,
Piece by plece the m111 was hauled ar^ray - some to Darwln in 1n15 where rrny husban.r
and Sllas rteynolds went into the Lqaraqe brrs-tness, the first ln tourn, gas .lo
cents a gal1on, laten reclueed to 35/ (no taxl ) Boardlng l{ouse and Blacksrnith
shop s t111 at the Junc t j-on.

And so ended the fj-nest anrj nost bea'rtiful canrp ancl hone one corrlrl desr-re
1n a wonderfu] countny. Before Wepli wsp If ilre scrap-iron scavenrrers decencled
llpon our d.esert colrntny and hi t the Jack-pot at camp, eneine, Fr.imrls, smokestaolr,
every plece of iron, even to o1r1 horse shoes was harrled away but none of them
could get the boller out of the mason work aften repeateri efforts and nnw that
is all that ts left of the beglnnlng anri the en..lng. Now t',e lTavy has my

beloved home in its BombinE Range. clorld brrnsts have roarerl nown the canyon,
thnough campr.taklng or-rt Shspher"cjrs Canyon roarJ'and it r.recane intoassahls,
but the s tone wal1s s ti t1 s tanrj ancj th e srarle com j nq into c anp. The .qemori es

flooci over me of those happy years an.r of the ones who helpecl hlrild alcr vr'1.r6

l1ved there, aJ-1 qone now except this writer. anrJ nraybe j t j--s laten tl-a.n she
thlngs t

Ellzabeth L. Mechaa rg6t

p1 EAST ERN CALIFORMA MUSEUI, COLTECTrrII


