-JPFFA tﬁe Sify df L.os Angéles is, &t the present
time, and has been for some time past, buying the water in
Cwens Valleﬁ, drying un tke'fértile ranches and ruining the
homes of thé pecple in this section cf tie ccuntry, and

| TETREAS, the pecple cf TLos Angeies are beipns miglead
by different men and women who, either for pclitical reasons or
fingncivl onea, go vefcere the different clubs.thgre and make
faice ‘.rc-)_[.‘«rr—.‘sentatiuns concerning the x-:s;ter situation as regards
Cwens VulLév and t(he uity'cf Los ‘Angeles, and

‘"TT”'w, the milliong of dollars that are being paid
by ‘the City for water in Gwens Valley can never be of a. permanent

telp tc the ity unless slorage is provided to impcund the surglus

JHTRETAS, if this storsgé was provided the Uity of Los
An;clnv ooul? alweys be certain of suffidient water Zcr 8ll pur- -
poses, and Cgess’?ulley'wcvld have glénty of water for its uses,
and. the homés'cﬁ'the }eop;e here cculd bte gaved tc them for.all
time to ecme,'£n&_'7 . ‘ e
| | REERTAS TBT‘ LCS-;’xﬁde,P}S - (,"T‘I'S ‘VALLYY water contro-
versy dates fron mim:vw¥cv of 1908, It ds manifastly dwposaible
tc‘mcrc than cutline if,lin a.brief review, mapy dimpcrtent de-

tails having to Ve cmitted, for Aurine

the eighfeen_years there
hae been much of adtion.

The ﬂeclématiC' Serviﬂe began ﬁaking'investis&tiens‘in 4
1903, with & view @@ a reclamatlcﬂ projeot for Cwens Valley.
These ocntlnueﬂ_for.tﬁa' Fe8Yr S bcfore L0° hﬂEElc yLbllCly appeared'
in thn matter. It.wés then nnounaod that the Git3 would come to

Cnéns Vglley for a2 wator suyply;v ~J. B. Lippincott wakr at the




time the Reql&mation Service head in California, and over %he
Owens Valley }roject, Apbout ﬁodemher 1904 he pﬁbliehed an artiocle

indicat 1ng C“ens Valley as a scurce of wate r supply for ILos Anseles.

N

At trat time, and_'yhoreafﬁerv he with his portper, (.¥, Perker,
wer e undexr pay from the:City for investigating possible sources.
That Lippincott, charged ag & CGCovermnment cfficer with the duty of

yrohoting reclamation, was also beinc.paid for work tendin

i
ﬂ.
(&)

defeat it, is easily establiskhed frcm the Cityls recorde.
Reporte and findings were wholly favorable tc the (w=ens Valley
reclamation project, as was found by & Pearia cf Tngineers called

to ccneider it. 1The project was nct only fessible, but was ocne o?f

',4
-
=
-

the mOgt econonical and wmest pronm
congidered. At the_hearing hefore the Board, Zippincctt made 'no
deﬁiul of t:ése facts, 'and .advooated turning the matterover tc the
City.s The ECardlrofuseﬂ te do this, and directed the ccntinuance of

investigaticns, In 1506 s bill was proposed in Ccngregs grantiJg
aéﬁedugt rights: of way &nd va;icﬁs concessions. QCongressmsn S, Q.
Smith"retregentinﬂ Invo Couhty; prorosed a plan whereby the gity's
neeae would bte met -and tbe righte of Cwens Valley cwners.safeguardeﬁ
as well,  This wae approved by the cecratary of ‘the Intéricr, tut
thrcugh the influence of Lipgincdtt, his swpericr FEewell (Whose part
in thé mat ter w k-kept urder ¢ over) and Finohct, the rrevident was
‘brevailed ch to direot that all restrictions on the 1r1V1lege of

: t&ﬂln water from (wens Vallev be remcveﬁ from the bill, It was so

done. : :
- mhe wrowth of . uallpOr”l& the greatpr demand for 1ts vacaﬂt'

lands, were then chwnnlng and there was a yo«sihil ity tkat settle-

mOut o f. (wens VQlley mlpkt add tc t?e i1ffiou1tle= of strlvpins it

&

of its water res ovrces., ?hls was. met by the evrpaient of the throw-

ing the,whole.cf Cweng Valley intof?ferest_regerve," though for

3
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gquare leagues not a tree appearcq cn dits

planted by settlers.

form ¢f 1land location except hemesteadin

ticne conld be, and were, denied

s aneifaot oondi ione reached

e

acted urpon suhject to the approval

lLos 4dngeles.: So far ase

were cocnoerned , the Ceneral Tand Cifice
to L.og ingeles. ,uv ng all this e riod,
claumation engineers wore recedived Ly L

at the

a gtage where

» N o o ey [ 1R . 8 G R 3
Cwens Ve llegy lends, wWa<T ey and

ippincett ;.and

A surfdce except Wbere

As "forest" 1t could not be settled bg any

¢, and homestead aypplica-

development

waes virtually transplanted
the reports made by Te-

-~

were by him

retained indefiniftely in hie office in'Lcs sngeles before heing
forward to Les—Ange.le

Cne Forest Rureau officer after encther, after visiting
Inyo, Yecommended that the alleged "forest lend" in Cwens valley
be restored to the public domain, but it was nearly nine years
vefore. . the hempering restficticns were finnlly remcvedi -There
WS &‘freteﬁS@ 5? ”protoéting the gource! 'of the water su:ply,

that it was pere -pretense, and nothi

the claim Feindp abandened when the  purpo
ment hHad been well served. Such ecleiw
but merely served ag a pretext. The

Los nnwbloﬂ were ¢arﬁ97y Ly purchase of
said that this was Pfeir procedure, its o

beinz £0. ‘The initial'purchases, of the
cal of others rade Wa*er ?here_schu ae
for liberal prices, as in every communwt

gity was able to“stampede“ others, whe felt

thrown the burden of sustaining the cane

or go broke; 2ad wany & cne parted with d

B

ng more

(57
of i"Suvgr,ging settle-

& neveTr BEde INSEUOR TaLTIs,

water rishts scquired by
lande, . vhile it may be :
arrying out was far frem

vasteide Canal, are-typi-
ttlers were willing to gell,

Gedining a focthold, the
them w uld be
1. sueh ownéfé had tc5sqli,

ecpest repgret

with property

qﬁ.



on which he had qrent years &nd wh*ch he revarded as his 11fe home.
Identioally the same condition pr@valled in the 1Q2o purchases made
by the City. 5

It is yet too éeéhhfo éee just what @ill be done with the
tens of thousands of acres of some of the Valley's best lands which
have hereTofo re supported mnny homes; but it ie mcre then probzble

that as in the case of the Eastside Canal, ranches near Lone Fine,

some on what is'oslled 'Arkangaw ¥lat", near Rishop, and others, -

lands heretofore cultlvaied vill be allowed to revert to aesert
coudltlons, Abandoned homes, clesed schocls, are significant of the
treck of Loc Angéles in Cwens Valley.

But to retum to out history: Some tw or three years
Qéo the City desired to seocure additional legislation ¥avoring the
="ﬁqueducf;' A proﬁinent official visi%iug‘sishop assured a meeting
of citizens that the bill was mefely for the purpose 0of legalizing
the use’of oertaiﬁ rights of way where the original survey had been
deviated from, and that‘it was identical with an earlier bill to
vwhich,no marked objecetion had been offered. A copy of the bill was

 seoured, end it was found that this statement wes false end mislead-
‘ing., Delegates were sent from Bishop to Washington, Whé successfully
opposed certein features. . B. Mathews telegraphed to the pecple
~of Pichop asking that oppositicn to the bill e withdrawn. To this
_ a reply was sent that this course would be foilcweﬂ if hé wuld
Vguar&ntee that a certain agreement; to Whlﬂh referenoa Nlll ‘herein-
after be made, would be ratified by the City. Ee replied that this
“would be done. The agreement menticned was - reaehed in a eon-
ference between 1eading Los Angeles representatives and those of the
Owene Valley ditchaa, 1n Bishop in Aprll 1015. The Tes Angeles men

promised that the agreement wruld be offieislly sanctioneﬁ end ao- :
oeptad by 4he officials of the City. It was pigeon-holed without 5
v ; : sl :



actfon. A taxpayer‘s,suit was put forward as thé reason fcr lack
of attention; but being aware 6P the readiness of fhg gity to promise
when favors wére desired, and td.forget when‘thé emergency passed;

Cweno ""llo7uns censidexr it fully.prcbable that the suit) go-far as

it served es an excuse Tor delay, was a matter of connivance.

Pollwwing iathews' promise, more than a year went by

0

‘-without any advance on tre part of the City toward making gocd on
1ig promise or revising the eerlier agreement.  7inally & document
wag negotiated. IT weas not acéeptable, 'Se'ing no guarantee of the
Va]lpy' rirhbu. :It may be meationed that cne of the chief nege-
17&10%5 on the part 6% Cwens Valley, 8t that  time g citizen hedd
in considerable: logcel respeet, has in the rocgnt rast been cre of
the City's active agents in seeuring Cwens Valley property.

Then arose the issue of constructing storage in Long
Valley. The City has there an essement permitting the construocticn
of a dam 100 feet high.‘ If the dam werc built highex, it would
gover certain lands now owned by ¥red Fatcn, which

necegssry for_fhc ¢ity to purchase cor condemn. It appeargé that as
avreéult ¢f perscnal differences eeu\een eng 1nec“‘?m rulbcllanﬂ
and Mr. Faton, the‘ formey has 1ssusd en witimatam P e 35 2
Valley dam will be uxﬂlt higher than 100 feet three ye&rsrafféf.
Fred Raton's degeth™, ox words to that eflfeot. . It fUrﬁhcrwﬁﬁPeaTS
tbat whwle oth@r Lon Anﬁeles o;fi iels favor a dam o.‘wnoreaﬂeﬂ ,
heigbt :tha 'JCuld 1mpouna in Lonw 7alley a water suvyty ample for‘
any emer"ency for elther the bity or Oﬁcns Valley, ir ulhellaﬁa'
‘dominat*on is aboo‘ute and there 49 no probability of the prcblem,i
»~bein§ solved by conetruutlon ol au"% storage. : _
The uitv propoqeﬂ to.Cwens vgllrg intcrewta that‘it moula

build & 100 foo+ dam in Long Jalloy, with certein. &rreamente aa to
diatrlbutzon of tho wa tér. “ngincers for Lho valley showed ﬁhat

-~ ‘." N
e ") Ty



the proposed sllotment wculd be unjust to Cwens Valley, in withholé-.
ing from the ditches the water due trem'undér long stendinz rights.
They proposed as a countor pian that the storage ne *ncrehseﬂ to
that of é 150-foot dam, which would amnTy quarantee a suf¢icient
reserve fqr the protestion c¢f g 1 interests, becth municigél ad
iriigafion. For the reasons stated in the last preceding *ﬂraéraph

this wae re ejected by the City. Ancther agreement was suggested,

"agd found numercus advosates in the 7Vzlley. Cppcsitiqn was strong
enough, howewer, to defeat its acceptance, as it was condificned

on acceptance by every separate ditch company. The Big Tine Gansal,

which the ity has sinoce pwvc? ged, held out sclidly. vhile théds
agreement was pending, and contrary to its spirit, acents of the
City begen buying lands under what ie kncwa as the ¥o¥al 1y Ditch.
There, a8 in the case of the Tastside Canal, many unwilling owners
re fuxeéd by circumstances tc sell, until the City acqnired major-
_ity control of the compamﬁ. Er, Msthews promised, in connection
with this, thaf in case of the agreement bteing acaegte&; nc lands
would be bought west of Owens Fiver. HNevertheless, the buying
went on regai&lese of this promise; Wr, Mathews stated that he Imew
vmeatihdaes of 1%. . = ‘ o k :
It being & season of short water, auners of the Big rinme
'lCanal refused tc recognize the right cf the City to the Hoﬁally
'_Ultoh vater after it had pasaea that Company's headgate, and when
it re&ched the Big kine headgate, lower aown, it was turned into that .
ditchﬁ 70 meet this,_the Gity g men beg&n digging a cut-off whmch
woulg ‘have left the Big “ine headgate on dry land. An armed guard-
from the Big Pine oompany_put a stop to this procedure, and it was
not resumed. i i 4 '
In an effort td_prdteotléé~muqh of the Valley aa.poséiblﬁ;, i

Gt



an Trrigotion District wae veted, apd later bends werc'vctéd to
secure rights for the District on the Valleyis ditches, tc prevent
our lands bteing strirped of all their water rights. tThe City,

throvsh the aid of loczl traitors, sctusted by perscnsl motives

of gain or melice, succeeded in adding to itse
guired pgt cnly the MeXally and Big

resentaticr im othere. T

“ueing every method oceuring %o them to defeat erd disintergrate

the Irrigoticn nigtriét, tc the end that thre ownere may be piecked

3 - & - -
up one by dney - Thould thaty efPorte succeed, the game condition
1 vy 3 - - - < o+ a2 - } e o - -
will preveil od ‘the remaining ditoches As.on thoge egcld - the city
EA o SRS e e et e g 2 s 2 e e = 3 2 ~
will buy, Por lmrge prices where it mmst, icor less whore it ean,

J 3

believing itself feorged to ges.ouv of a ceneral wreek with whatever
ig  pcasible. Thig stampeled condition does now now exist on the
tiw'e main. ditches 07 the valley, however. A.study of.the records
shovs thess faotle te be bornme in mind

Go ‘W.. Y Lo B R S |
98 fors, wh ispa IRST.S

on ithe ipshance of bends, the voile wae e Ty De O

o

apuipcst - deppite gtrenucus eTforte on the part of & LeE ADge.ies
reprosentative to defeat the bende by every possible mesns of truth
end ctherwise - the latter mainliy.

Justrates wrat the sentiment was. Today.the Dis-
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¥rict holds options om the free Aitches ae foilowe, the options
being secuxcaffrom'inﬁivi%u&lﬁ: :
‘ | PISHCE OREVZ DISCR.- 77 stoskholders: all but 14 bave .
optioned their stcok to the District. Cf the 14, one is being paid
by the City, and one more is workine with rim and may be under P&y
three properties have gold tc the @ity prior to the option pericd;
one is tled up in am estato: three are non-resilente and have not . -
. been secn; and the remoining five are resident owners. :

r
- | -



GTEﬂS RIVER. "mﬁfL - 125 stockholders- 12 have not
optioned to the District. Of the 13, two are attcrnegs.”cr the
City; one property was gold to the Clty prior to the optionm -
period; one, government service, awalis authority from veshington;
three are ncn-resident oompanics, two of them landless; two are
individusle, non-resident; and three are resident land owﬂpra.

hus only eight (8) free agente, out of & totel of 202
atookholders in the two companies, have taken the attitude of sup-

o 4

2
porting the City's plans for extendling its looting of the water

.

resources of Cwens Valley. This indiocates an unchanged and slmost

Iy

unanimous public sentiment agoinst %he City's aonilnued enarcachments.

ns
The peocple of Cwens Vel ley havenever opposed granting
to the City vhatever it might require for actual domestic and munisi-
ral
rmat be sserificed in order thst the City might build vp ferming
communities elpewhere. The people cannot justly compdain at the
N
b

01ty buying out owners who have desived to sell, but they do not

velieve it just that home-maksrs should be foroed out of their
properties by Jnﬂcvupulovv ani underhanded methods. 7o are seeing
cur ssttlemonts wrecked end lands thrown back to primitdve condi-
tione, when the City ocould ecguire all ite needed water supply by
sconetructing a'storage of ample proportiocns in Leong valley, £illing

its aquéﬂucﬁ,‘vunli e power plants; apd yet allowing Cvens Jalley
{0 he developed as Fature designed, into o regicn of farms, gardens
'_ana hémes and‘proeperuus gommﬂnities, gamid natural surroundings
eecon& to none. o*héf. | | ' | | i

_ were it poss¢ble to g0 into thé subject fﬂlly, it oould
be sbown that the Los Angeles history eu% 0wens Velley has teen ome
of wrung, from the use of it nfluance to secure virtual oontrol of_
governmawu bureaus and use tbem xunder $alse pretenses To overcome

the rights of residents, through a euocession of misrepraeentatwons

and bad fayith.



- The “ity n_reccrd of deceyption does not stop with its

nd- its pravsntlon of

o

covert control of the Reclamsticn Service
ScuﬁlﬁmCﬁt in Owens Valley. It wee only Pegun vhen the Reclamation
Service securca‘frcmrlséai cvners of storage.rights assignment o
such rights tc' tho Covernment in the helief Ey these cuncexs

- s - 4 - - -~ e I P - A= ~ 3
rlghts telinc repsteored to their preper centrol whoa the reclamation
A o 4 O oex S A v 1 LI S -
Project was #inally eet aside, they hecame %he City'e property.
There iz mcere to tha rscord than repeated breakinz of promises for
3 1 - -. . - 1 Ty A P 4 &% > x
amisable ‘adjustment of rishts; mere “than *the virtual ccrrunticn of

Inyoites for the betrayal of their fellow citizons. IT emtends to

+ At T A e LV Pt W 5 PSS A S
the T.cs Anpeles public, which bas boen led intoa btelie? that the
BT o T e ~ 1 -3 o S Yemr 253 S 5 s P, & S B -
City "owne 21l the water in Owpens ValleyY, ani tha* its course has
o o
ow 107
Fe X g, RO Chiee : s o LT P o TG, P TR B $ S s
boen Pair barecsin snf sal e, betveen williing dndividuals, Heither

Tio and munlclipel "purposes.. TrRis yas eo6n ghondcnsd, and irrigcation
- 3 s “Bymey - by | ~ e pres % a - - - 2 il
f tributery lands became cne of +the acknowled~ed ctjects .  ¥hen the
A LS o rras " o e 2 - o - Tre Asven A
opmpalgn. began, Sam 1, 0lover, editor of the 1os Angeles Tews, was not
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Fernando lands which Cwens Valley weater
was to v“’:&ﬁr, to the immense }rbfit of these o:n&rs. iﬁié peper had
the,boﬁrage to‘yoin{ éuf i?s *¥T ORE an4 in‘wsticé‘ef ruch that was '
beiﬂjiﬁcna - and the Fﬁwsfwas skilif Jllv_fcroea out.;f Fue;ness;

: Qcmmiffcef&fter commiitve'cameiﬁo Cwené‘Tallay? never with-
ouﬁ the ﬁvpérvisicnjﬁf-cmc.cf the select few wio oontro.led ﬁﬁe.seheme.
Delegations of Citgiﬂéﬁncilméﬁ'éame; and @Sﬁay,iﬂ sdmo Oaées, fheir
frecdom frem famiiiar‘surfoundiﬂgs to-indulée»ib‘drunkeh debauches.

Ml o AT



Juring some of those exptditions the‘fiéwing‘wina,locseﬂei thelr
tcngues,'and prnclaimcd théir intenticn cf,despciiing Cweng Vvalley
Their deolsrations were in line vwith the earlier one msde by the uoce
Angeles Pimes, thet bate end owls would inhabit the Inyo County Court-
house when-tﬁe City's plang were fulfilléa

MY o ey 7 e s - vy p-} i ol o s . PSS
The people ¢f Cwens Valley do nct deny fthe growinz reguirs-

menta cf Los Angeles, " They do net- deny the right to buy a supply to
me et domestic and runioirel regquirements. Bul they do deny that there
ig any justice or right in the underhanded methods which have fre-

tyim bt O & e OSEyr & d S e § T n o w o A
American 3&'““C%u ordustioe of trhe §ity continuing to aoguire water

thet farming communities nearer the Jity's
or that the 04ty may increase its businses ag 2
ae in Owens Valley, such further acguisiticns mean virtually the

driving of & prosperocus gnd sontented population from thelr bcomes.
have found :in Iayc the lgnd of €
gire, the plage in 'which they desire o sperd thelr rexaining days.

. Wany of them were of those, or of the ek, thet redeemed this land
from sag&gary, +yat for docert oconaiticns suhstitnted homes, orcherds,

fields, and townsg, with every mocdern factor negessary tc make life

_enjoyable. ey Sl o 2 : = £
1f there were no remedy ic¥ water shextage ccnalticns in

{he prowing ueﬁropo?is ezc@rt *brough the gpoileticn of Cwens valley,

.there would be ‘better defnnse for the City's atti%uae._ ﬁuu- wh a
remedy these is. The pxcposad 150 fcot dam in Long VaLley vauld na*
cuily meet every nead present and Putnre, cF tha;city but it would
aaegmpL*Eh_thiB end w1thout naterial in;ury to Cuens Vallay.; EereA;g
a fruitfui land , wnose proauote will be requ*re& by tba Lity, and |
GEpahlg of preat developmenﬁ. The. 1ty*a csurse wcnld turn it 1nto ‘

8 wagty, yirtually because of fhe atubborn uhim of ;illiam4_~-~ .h
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Hulholland, apparently the all-powerful dictator of ity poiicies.

WC¥ THEREFCRE, BE IT ETSCLVED, that the Club women
of Owens Valley respecetfully ask their sister Club women of T.os
Angeles to thorbﬁghly investigate this water situation tolthe enﬁA
thet the City mey alwaye bhave sufficient water for all purposes.
without ruining the homes of the reople of COwens Valley to

aecure it.
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WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles is, at the present time,

and has been for some time past, buying the wa

Lo
()
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Sy
=

in Owens Valléy,
drying up the fertile ranches and ruining the homes of the people
in this section of the country, and

WHEREAS, the people of Los Angeles are being mislead by
different men and women who, either for political reasons or finsneial
ones, go before the di é% 2rent clubs there and meke false representations
concerning the water situ n as regards Owens Valley and the City of

Los Angeles, and

WHEREAS, the millions of dollars that are being paid by the

(2
City for water in Owens Valley can never be of a permanent help to the
City unless storage is provided to impcund the surplus weter in years

of large snowfell in the Sierras, and
ge ) "

couldmalwayé be certain of sufficient water for all purposes, and

Owens Valley would have plenty of water for its uses, and the homes of

the people here could be saved to them for all tigg to come; now, therefore,
o BE IT RESOLVED, that the club women of WWé“"1¥&&$?y{rggpééfé¥1ly

ask their sister club women of Los Angeles to thoroughly investigate this

w0

water situstion to the end that the City may always have sufficient
water <for all purposes without ruining the homes of the people of

Owens Valley to secure ita.
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, £h : |
Bessie T. Best, Seeretesis Vs
Business iomen's Glub,

Bishop, california

Dear Liadam:

Believing that your organization yilljbeﬂipﬁgregted.in
knowing of the progress that has been made by the :uo}lc service
Commission in its efforts to help bring to the attention of the
California Highwsy Commission the necessity of improving the
road from liojave to Bishop and to help arouse the people oI our
state to a fuller realizaticn of the matchless hunting, rishing
and recreational possibilities of Owens Valley, we are sending
you some material that is indicative of what hes thus far been
accomplished.

In answer to this committee letter to

S the Hlighws
Commission several weeks ago, a copy of which was forwarded €O
you, we were invited to appear before thet body et its meeting
in 3an Krancisco on October Zo. On the day before this meeting
I secured an audience with Governor Richardson and placed beiore
him the necessity of improving the Owens Vglley road. The
Coyernor was deeply interested in the subject and addressed a
note to the Highway Commission expressing the desire that every

possible consideration be given the matter.

"he meeting with the Highway Commission, attended by
President pDel Valle and myself, as members of the committee, Tre-
sulted in the Commissicn instructing the Highway zngineer to mske
an estimate of the cost of maintenance ot the roasd from liojave
to I,dependence, it being the opinion that that section oi the
road imost seriously needed attention. A copy of the Commission's
letter to our committee advising us of this action, as well as
a copy of the Commission's recorded getion, is enclosed herewith,
and-is self-explanatory.

Letters were sent to a large number of civie and com-
merecial organizations in Los Angeles requesting that they give
active support to the movement to bring about, tirst, the temp-
Oorary lmprovement of the Owens valley road and, sececnd, the con-
struction of a hard road into ang through Owens Valley.

from the Automobile Club of Southern Californis our
cgmmittge received the assurance that that organization is ac-
tlvoly in support of the permasnent improvement of the road. I,
Last, chief engineer for the Automobile Ulub has also given us
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valuable assistance in arranging further mectings with the
Highway gommission's Committes of Iliine.

Acting on the letter from our committee, the Lgs
Angeles Chamber of Commerce adopted a resolution expressing 1ts
wholehearted support of the project and invited our comnitte
to appear beio"o its Board of birectors to further discuss
t+he subject. At that meeting, which was held ThurZQ° . Ho-
vember 6, officials of the Chamber once more stated their
determination to give every assistance at their command in
carrying forward this worlk. Iresident William Lacy announced
at the conclusion of the meeting that he will aﬂp01ut & com-
mittee of three Chamber officials to work with 2 similar com-
mittee from the Automobile Club in the formation of 2 Ulub of
50,000 persons who will spend & part or all of their vacation
period in the Owens valley High Sierras region. A copy of the
Chamber of Uommerce resolution is enclosed herewith.,

The matter of supporting the movement tc bring =2bous
the permanent improvement of the Owens Valley road S placed
before the Flayground anartm?nt of the City of Los Angeles.
Yhat Department adopted and forwarded to the Highway Commission
a resolution urging hau this improvement work be carried through.
A copy of the Playground Department's resolution is enclosed
herewith.

In answer to our communication to the Lionsg wlub ef
Los Angeles, that fﬁanlaQilOﬂ an invited our committese to ap=
pear before it at an early meet T forth the subjeect in
detaild in order that proper taken.

Answering our committee's request tha
Jomen give this road project theilr earnest atte:
been advised by lirs. Auguste W, Urquhert, Iresi
ifornia Federation of Women's Clubs that the ap
ment of the Cwens Valley road was presented to
at a recent meeting and the support of the Kedera

i

Nine held in Los Angelss Friday, November 7,
grdslSoreelmore presented in detail the HEEEsSi G
provenent of the Owens Vallu road by the HignmL;
In return, the Commission's 00111tteo of Nine expt
desire to take nn@tevc steps are within its power &
this highway improvement.

At a meeting of the Highway Commission's Comn

1
he warnm
ing ubout

Los Angeles newspapers, during the past two months, have
carried a large number of news stories and editorials pointing
out the scenic beauties and reoeresticnal opportunities of the
Owens Valley region and the urgent need of permenently improving

the Owens Valley road. No doubt a number of these articles have
come to your attention. lle are enﬂIOSLng herewith & copy of
the full page lay-out printed in the Los Angeles Times, Sunday,

ovember 9.

Our committee is deeply appreciative of the wonderiul
assistance so generously given by the communities and organiza-
tions in Owens Valley that have supplied us with material and
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photographs to use in the preparation of an Owens Valley booklet,
We are happy to report that the actual work of compiling this
booklet will be set underway within a few days. Wlhen off the
oress, we Sincerely hope that it will help spread throughout the
state the message ol the marvelous outing opportunities that
await the people in the Owens Valley region.

In conclusion, permit us to say that our committee has
become So intesanely interested in and enthusiastic over this
whole subject that we could not stop now, even though we tried to

do SO.

Very truly yours,

_BOAED OF DUBEL

Wm. P. Whitsett, CHalrman,
Special tommittee on Owens Valley

13
o
137
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CALIPORIIA HIGHVAY COIMISSIOr

Forum Building
Sacramento

QY]

ir. R. F. Del Valle, lember,
Board of Public Service Commissiongrs,

643 O0live Street,
Los Angeles, California

Dear Siz:

13

or

of & motion passed

(&
shortly after your appe

freancisco on October
2t the Commission has

This does 10t mean t-i2¢ the Gomm

roadé for maintenance, but thet

decided to take over this
it will very likely do so after this report is receiwved
from the State Engineex.

I wish to assure
in favor of the taking over

and Wwill endeavortin every

the Cormmission.
N & dwerds

Commissioner

HPE : 1IC



VOTED, that the State dighway Engineer
is herewith requestecd Lo prepare estimate for taking
over for maintenance that portion of the State
highway from liojave to Independence, for inclusion

in the budget of 1925.
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L0OS ANGELLS CHAMBER O COMLIERCE
128-132 South Broadway

Los Angeles, Cal.

Hovember 5, 1924

Mr. Wm. P. Vhitsett,
Department of Public Service
207 So. Broadway,

Los Angeles, Cal.

b &

Deegr llr. VWhitsett:-~

Referring to your letter of Octobesr
10th in regard to the campeign to encourage
travel to the Owens Valley and the develop-
ment of the highway to make this possible.

I am enclosing for your information a copy

of a resolution adopted by the Board of Direct-
ors of the Chamber of Commerce anéd forwarded to
the State Highway Commission.

In order that the Chamber may render
such assistance as it can in the campaign, our
Board of Directors would be very glad to have
the Board of Public Service Cormissioners lunch
with it next Thursday, November 6th, at noon,
and Ciscuss informally the matter of directing
tourist travel toward Qwens Valley.

T‘Te::}' t‘_;"r‘_:l_:" JOULESE
LCS ANGLISS CHAUBER OF COLLERCE
(signeé) A. G. Arnoelad

AGA: JH Secretary
Eac.



RESOLUTION TO STATE EIGHVAY COILIISSION

Ever since the first highway bond issue, held in the
State in 1909, the City of Los Angeles has been desirous of
adequate highway comnection with the Owens Valley country.
Since the initial steps were taken by your Commission to include
the lojave to Bishop road as a State Highway project, the need
Tor the improvement of this route has rapidly become more and
more urgent.

The recreational possibility of the Owens Valley
region iS becoming known each year to an increasing number of
residents of Southern California, and an active campaign is
now under way to encourage travel from Los Angeles to this area.

In view of this situation, the Board of Directors of
the Los Ancmeles Chamber of Commerce herewith urges upon the
Highway Commission the following suggestions for their con-
sideration:

ke That the lojave to Bishop road be included as 2
primary project in any plan or plans that may
develon in reference to the State Fighway systenm.

h forward the
hat section
dence.

2. That steps be taken immediately to pus
grading and temporary improvement of t
of the road between llojave and Indeven

That at the earliest possible moment consideration
be given to the construction of a proper road from
llojave to Bishop.

(6}

I hereby certify that the above is & true and correct
copy of resolution adopted by the Board of Directors of the Los
Angeles Chember of Commerce 2t the regular meeting held Thurs-
day, October 30th, 1924.

ATTTST ' President

Secretary
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of the
CITY OF LOS ANGELLS G

156 North Spring Street

October 24, 1924

Celifornia ighway Commission,
Forum Bldg.,
Sacramento, Calif.

Gentlemnen:

It has been called to the attention of the Playground
Commission oi the City of Los Angeles that there is great demand
and urgent need for improving the highway leading from liojave,
Caelifornia, through Owens Valley, via Bishop to Tioga Pass.

This Commission realizes there are many reasonsS why
such a project should be furthered, bhut desires only to present
to you some facts which are directly related to the interests that

this Commission has in sponsoring the improvement of the Highuey.

The cquestion of the condition of this highway and its
improvement has been a point for discussion on several occasions
by the Playground Commission, and at & mecting of the Board held
October 23 the following resolution wes unanimously 2dopted and
the Secretary was instructed to forwaréd to you a cony.

WHEREAS: The Federal Govermment, in lMay, 1924, has
officially recognized the imnortance of wholesome out-door recrea-
ion and authorized through »nermanent committces definite action
which will foster and promote wholeseme outdoor recreation in all
its nhases.

VHERDAS: Th:e City end County governments of several
cities and counties in California have officially taken action to
provide opportunity for wholesome recreation for the residents of
their various comunities.

e WHERRAS: She 'City of Los Angeles through its Playground
Commission has established and conducted for the past two seasons
& municlpal recreation camp in the High Sierra lountains near
urmmoﬁ@ Lakezl Al sl Ll Cevelopment of which and other Tuture
Samps is grgauly restricted by present road conditions and uncerisain
cransportation faeilities, :

WHEREAS: 1In the southern part of the state the available



JL
e

camp areas are fast disappearing and with a constantly growing
population, new territory for recreation purposes should be made
available to meet the ever imc reasing demand.

WHEREAS: There is 1lying dormant at this time withihn
reach of hundreds of thousands of California residents probably the
greatest undeveloped and unexcelled recreational area in the whole

world.

WHEREAS: There is great need and urgent demand for an
improved highway through the Owens Valley territory from llojave
to Tioga PasSs and that such a highway would be of inestimable value
to the residents of that section through which the road passes aml
also would render a great service to hundreds of thousands of men
women and children of California in that it would provide and bring
within reach unexcelleé recreational opportunities in the greatest
mountain playground in the world, therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the Board of Pleyground Commissioners
of the City of Los Angeles approves and endorses the plan to improve
the highway through Owens Valley from liojave, California to Tioga
Pass, and would strongly urge the Highway Commission of the State
of California to use all its power and effort to bring about such
inprovement at the earliest possible moment.

(SIGNED) Prederick G. Leonard

President Playground Commission

Charles S. Lamb

Secretary
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Bessie P. Best, .Secretary,
Business omen's Club,
Bishop, California

Dear lladam:

Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter from the Board
of Public Service Commissioners to the Cealifornia Highwey Com-
mission. The letter, we believe, is self-explanatory.

buring the recent visit of our Commission to Owens
Valley, it was repestedly stated by representatives of our party
that the Department of Public Service is most actively interested
in a movement to secure the construction of & hard road from
llojave into and through Owens Valley. Following the Commis-
sioner's return to Los Angeles, we have taken such steps as we
believe will be most effective in sewuring this vitelly neces-

sary improvement.

first of all, the matter has been thoroughly presented
to the Los Angeles newspapers for the purpose of securing the
wholehearted support of this project on the part of the press.
buring the past three weeks, a number of special news stories
and editorials emphasizing the necessity of hard roads into
Owens Valley have appeared in the Los Angeles newspapers. This
publicity will continue and will grow in volume.

A8 the attached copy of the letter to the California
Hlghway Commission discloses, the matter has also been formally
nresented to the State authorities by our Commission. Largs
organizations throughout Southern California, such as the Los
Angeles Chamber of Commerce and the Automobile Club of Southern
California, are being urged to lend their support to a State-
wide campaign to bring about the coénstruction of the Owens Valley
road.

> At the present time our Commission is gathering material
to be used ih an attractive souvenir booklet, 50,000 or more of
which will be printed and distributed. This booklet will pre-
sent to the reader the many attractions, scenic beauties and re-
creational opportunities of Owens Valley and the High Sierras
in that region.

It is particularly desired that each and every town and
community in the Valley present the numerous scenic or recreation-
al attractions and the travel routes which it has to offer the
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visitor in Owens Valley. In accordance with this plan, we ask
that you mail us at the earliest possible date all such data rel-
ative to the Bishop district, which could be used in the prepara-

tion of the Owens Valley booklet.

In addition to bringing the great recreational attrac-
tions of your region to thousands of people throughout the country,
the booklet is being prepared with a special view of hastening
the construction of the Owens Valley road.

In conclusion, we desire to emphasize the fact
Commission regards its interest in helping to bring about
highway improvement as a subject absolutely separate and apart
from the Owens Valley water question now under consideration.
The establishment of hard roads into Owens Valley is simply a
matter of common interest to both your people and the City of
Los Angeles.

e trust that you will be able to send us, within a
very few days, the information above menti d.

that our
this

On Owens

Valley  Road.
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October 4, 1924

California Highwey Commission,
Forun Building,
Szceramento, California

Gentlemen:

Believing that the time nas arrived for the permanent

improvement of that section of the State Highway system reaching
from the Town of llojave through Owens Vaolley to Tioge Pass, the
Boaréd of Public Service Commissioners on Sentember 10, 1924 un-
enimously adopted a resolution pledging its active support to
this vitally necessary improvement. A copy of the resolution

is attached herecto.

Subsequent to the adoption of the resolution, the

Board appointed & special committee with authority to present
att

this matter to your Honorzable Commission.
There is now an execellent conecrete boulevard lcading

from Los Angeles to the Town of liojeve, & distance of 1006 miles.
From Llojave, however, the only vehicular route into Owens Valley
is by way of an unimproved end extremely rough road which in
meny sections is little better than a trail. >

: The City of Los Ang les is directly interested in se-
curing the improvement of the road from llojave into end through

Owens Valley for two recasons:

Pirst: The.ownership and operation by the City of Los
Angeles of the Cwens River oqueduct system, representing an in-
vestment of 333,000,000, makes it nccessary for the City constent-
ly to use this rozd for the transportatiorn of materisls &nd work-

men.

Second: The City of Los Angeles h
summer cenp in the llammouth Lake region, nor
development of the wonderiul outing Hossibil
pal camp ground can never be realized until 2 h
into Owens Valley.

this nmunici-

as estebl
th of Bishop. sull
itics of

ord road is built

= In acddition to the direct ways in which this road af-
itects the interests of Los Angeles City, our Board desires to
call your attention “o other conditions which prove, first o that
the improvement is most urgently necded, and second, that it
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is 2 highway improvement which properly should be handled Dby
your Honorable Commission.

That section of the road between the town of liojave
end 2 point nine miles north of Indian ‘/ells, is within the
County of Xern. Since this section of Kern County is neithe
populated nor available for agricultural develovment, Kern
County camnot be expected to finance the improvement of this
Yoad, as & county projects

From the Kern County line to Tioga Pass, the road
travels through Inyo and ilonc Counties. v/hile it is true that
a hard road into Owens Valley would greatly benefit the resi-
dents of this re egilon, it is also a fact that the cost of Finen-
cing this project is altogether too heavy to be borne by the
comparatively few taxpayers residing in those two SU“fCEl” sectled
counties.

It is the existence of the conditions above noted which
doubtless influenced the action of your Cormission, when it took
steps several years ago to have this route surveyed andé accepte

28 a necessary State Highway improvemecnt.

Since the initial stens were taken by your Commission
to include the llojave to Bishon road as A State Eighwey project,
the need for the improvement of this route has ropidly beconme
more and more urgent.

As your Honorable Commission is well aware, the estern
slope of the Sierra Nevada nountains has come tiowbe :ecogmized
during the past few years as the greatest hunting, fishing znd
recreational area in the countcy. Dach season the number of
California citizens who seek to enter the Sierra Nevadas by way
of Owens Valley is increasing by thousands. Fyrom the south,
at the present time, this matchless vlayground can only be
reached by way of the diffic. 1%, unimproved road stretching from
liojave to Tioga Pass.

Realizing the trcmendous recreational possibilities
of the Owens Valley region, 2nd the benefits that will acerue %0
the residents of Owens Valley 2né to the Stoate of Californis

generally through the Q’VGlO}mCﬂu of this sret, our Board heas
glready token stcps to encourage the formotion of an outing club
with 2 membership of epproximately 50,000, liembershi» of this

club will be confined to those persons who desire each gear to

visit or travel through the High Sierras in the wiecinity of Owens
Vesldile v

The necessity for making c¢his section of the High
Sierras accessible to the people of Celifcrnis iS becoming more
and more evident year by yeer. t ig 2 fact, however, that the
unexcelled, mountain bbhvtlos end oubing pessibilities of This
region can never he nwdc 2ecegsnblelte tle great mess of our
cifizens until hard voads have bhesn constrLctoc inteo the Quwens

ZC‘Q
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Valley country. W/ith this condition in mind, we eannot E€Xpress
too forcibly the absolute nccessity for immediate action looking

toward the ccenstruction of o permonent State Highway from licjave

into and through Owens Velley.

In view of this situation, our Board desires to submit
to your Honoroble Commission the following suggestions for your
consideration;

Pirst: Thot steps be token to push forward the greding
and temporary improvement of Lhzt section of the rea ad from llojave
to Indecpendence. Grading ond leveling of the road, if completed
this fa2ll and winter, would open the highwoy for comparctively
casy traovel next Bummer.

Second: Thot immedia Lo considerction be given tol tue
censtruction of & hard rood from liojave to Bicshop:

Third: Thot following the complefion ¢f o Sherdroedas
from MOJavc to Bishop, this highwoy be cxtended through the moun-
teins to Tiogs Pass.

In order thet ocun committes mey be given the opportunity
to present to your Cormission, in more dsteil, the meny urgent
conditions which make ncecessary the cbove mentioned improvements,

rtuﬁity to “e2pnear

ve respecifully request thot we be given an

ey i——‘
U
S B
(@)

before your Comnmission 2t an corly date. If vew will odwens
notice of the corliest possible date upon which we can present
this motter to your Commission, ot o meeting in Sceromento, Szn
Froneisco or Los Angeles, we shall be prepored to provide you
with much additional 1nfoLmation and date bearing upon Ehis

qucstion.
Very tzxuly yours,

BOa., OF PUBLIC SERVICE COITIISSIONERS

DY W. P. Yhitsett (signed )
Wm. Ilvlholland %
R.. B, Del ¥alle \

Spscial Committec on Owens Valley
Road.
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\[HEREAS: The Owens Valley, with its hundreds of mountein
lakes, streams and high Sicrra meadows and forests, is the richest
fishing, big game hunting and outing park cdjacent to any modern city,
to which alrecady hundrcds of our citizens go for their vacations 2nd
many arc alrcady establishing summer homes, and

VHEREAS: The cutomobilec and acroplane make it possible to
bring the becoutics of the Owens River rcgion within the rcech of 2ll
citizens of our City, in & volume that will meny time offset tThc con-
flicting intercsts of thot Velley and the pecople of our municipelity,
therciore

RESQOLVED: That this Board approves the plans developed by
Illayor Crycr and Chicf IEnginccer lLlulholland cnd plaidges that it will use
its best endeavors to procure the support of the newspapers, the Los
Angclcs Chamber of Cecmmerce, the Automobile Club of Southern Celifornia
and other orgenizations to complete, at the enrlicst possible date, o
plecosure highway between Los Angeles ond Bishop, to usc their carnest
ciforts to bring about better railroad focilities, to seceurc the es-
tablishnent of a scries of ccroplanc planding stations that will rap
ly multiply the interest in this direction, that the people of South
Californie can avail themsclves of the wonderful out-door life offer
by the mountains, the strcams and lakes surrounding Owens Vallcy, th
we will immediately cndcavor to have the Les Angelcs Chamber of Comme

=

B oo s o

QO 00 =

Q
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appoint a committec to confer with 2 committec To be appointed by t
p{oporty-own?rs_of the town in the Owens Valley, to work out a program
01 summer ond winter sports and rccrcations and to cdvertisc some an
tc undertake, at oncc, through the great orgonizotion of the Los
éﬁ%g%o? g?ambqr Qf Concrca,wto form o club‘in Los Angcles cné Southern
2 thgig%v,ﬁqf Tifty ghousanc persons who will ogrce to spend from ten
tg_ %L y days cach yeor 1n the uelightful mountoins cnd valley tribu-
t;gg O these towns, in order to Show our oppreciaticn of your coopera-

7
200

I HEREBY CERTIRY thet the forcgoing is o full, true and
correct copy cfha rescluticn adopted by the Board of Public Service
Commissicners ol the City cf Lcs Angeles at its meeting ¢f Scot. 10,1924

Vreman

[(signed) = Jas. B,
gcretery.




AN OPEN LETTER TO W. A. CHALFANT

For several years prior to 1921, the undersigned, with other members of a committee representing the Associated Diteh-
es, devoted a large share of their time and energies to negotiating an agreement with the City of Los Angeles, to settle
all conflicting interests in the waters of Owens River. Mr L. C. Hall was employed throughout these negotiations as our
counsel. When we finally arrived at terms and conditions which we deemed highly favorable to the valley, we urged the ac-
ceptance of the agreement so zcalously that we were accused of “standing in” with the City.

This agreement in the first place provided for the construction of a 100 foot dam in Long Valley, with foundations for
a 150 foot dam and also additional storage of 15,000 acre feet on Reck Creck. This would have furnished a full supply of
water at all times for all the land which has ever been irrigated within the boundaries of the present Owens Valley Iirigation
District.

Tt would have also opened up the way, had physical conditions permitted dam construction, to conserve the entire flow

of Owens River, in which conscrvation the Valley would have shared. It would also have opened up the way for bringing
into the valley, the waters of Mono Lake Basin, a government project which contemplated the reclamation of over 40,000

acres of arid lands in Owens Valley.

This plan would have postponed indefinitely the necessity for additional water purchase by Los Angeles in Owens Val-
ley, for it would have given Southern California opportunity to conserve its own flood waters and time to promote the Col-
orado River project.

We published this proposed agreement verbatim. We advocated it day and night. We realized that it meant the sal-
vation of the valley. It seemed too good to be true. We had put our hearts into this effort to save the Valley, (ourselves
included, it is true). In the face of heavy odds and apparvently insurmountable difficulties, we saw our efforts apparently cul-
minating in complete success.

Not only was the water quesiion scttled and guarantees for inereased prosperily and development assured, but construc-
icn projects, invelving a pay roll of approximately 700 men, would have commenced immediately and continued for a decade,
insuring inereased business and prosperity for every business man in the Town of Bichop.

But this agrecment is dead—dead as a door nail. And the storage project is dead as far as the Valley is concerned.
Kiiled through the efforts and influcnce of W. W. Watterson, W, A. Chalfant and J. C. Claussen, acting apparently under the

advice of Tred Eaton. Control of the organs of publicity and financial influence and coercion, were the means used to ac-
complish the killing.

When you rejected that agreement, you inflicted an irreparable injury upon the Valley. To use a sailor’s phase, you
scuitled the ship, and ever since, in an apparent attempt to retrieve your blunders, you have been placing the blame on oth-
ers and pretending to make efforts to salvage the wreck.

The subterfuge of covering one’s own blunders and misdeeds by trying to fasten the blame on others is as old as the
hiila. To say the least, it is a cowardly alibi.

If vou had stopped with efforts to fasten upon others, the blame for your own disastrous blunders, we might have ignor-
ed them, since we possessed all the facts to prove the truth of our asseertions, whenever we so desired, but when you de-
liberately try to inflame the public mind to mob violence and assassination, as in your issues of January drd and January Tth.
we feel compelled to expose your true character. In your special issue of the 7th inst., you make a false, hearsay charge that
“One of the chief trio, (Hall, Watterson or Symons) is said to have stated his intention to ‘ruin the valley if it’s the last
act of my life’. ”

No such statement was ever made by any of the three. There has been nothing left to ruin since you and your mas-
ters rejeteed the agreement we had negotiated, organized your so called Protective Association with W. W. Watterson at its
head, squandered $17,000—of the people’s money and accomplished nothing except to file a complaint to enjoin the City of
Los Angeles from storing water in Long Valley from which the irrigators would have received immense benefits and with-
out expense to them. ¢

The Irrigation District is a delusion and a snare. It won’t protect anybody or anything. It won’t help anybody except
perhaps the salaried politicians, the paid attorneys and the owners of dry land, who would automatically receive a bonus in
the shape of legal claims against the District for water.

On the contrary, it will depreciate the holdings of every farmer in the District who now owns an edequate water right.
It will overwhelm the tax-payer with a burden too heavy to bear, the weight, of which he has only begun to feel, and event-
ually force him to sell, (if he has anything left), on the City’s own terms.

You are so blinded by prejudice that your reasoning powers have almost ceased to function. Instead of appealing to
the intellect of your readers, your sheet has degenerated into a lawless appeal to passion and mob violence.

The people are beginning to realize that W. W. Watterson, J. C. Claussen and you are responsible more than any other
members of the community, for the condition of affairs we have described.

Dated January 11th, 1924,
GEO. WATTERSON

WM. SYMONS



MAYOR PORTER’S

Statement On

Owens Valley and Mono Basin
Land Purchases

OR the information of the citizens of Owens Valley, the Mono Basin and Los Angeles, the

Board of Water and Power Commissioners is pleased to present a communication recently re-
ceived from Mayor John C. Porter.

In his letter, Mayor Porter requests that the Board of Water and Power Commissioners take
such steps as will best protect both the land owners and the City of Los Angeles in the purchase
program to be carried forward by the City with funds from the $38,800,000 Water Bond issue.

“In dealing with the people of Owens Valley and the Mono Basin,” Mayor Porter de-
clared in his letter, “‘let us make these points very clear:

“1. The City of Los Angeles expects to deal fairly and frankly with the people of Owens
Valley and the Mono Basin.

“2, For every dollar invested, the City of Los Angeles must receive in return a dollar’s
worth of value.

“3. For every dollar invested by the city for lands and town properties we insist 100 cents

must go into the hands of the actual owners—and not into the pockets of speculators and option
brokers.” ’

Following receipt of Mayor Porter’s communication, the Board officially stated that it
already had taken steps to secure the withdrawal from entry of all public lands in Owens Valley
and the Mono Basin. The Board further stated that the Mayor’s declarations represented its

intentions in every respect and that every effort will be made to conduct the land purchase program
in line with the policies of the city’s chief executive.

BOARD OF WATER AND POWER COMMISSIONERS
CITY OF LOS ANGELES
June 24, 1930.

(Read Mayor Porter’s Letter on Pages 2 and 3)



JOHN C. PORTER
MAYOR
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY HALL

Los ANGELES. CALIFORNIA

June 11, 1930,

Board of Water and Power Commissioners,
207 South Broaaway, :
Los Angeles, California.

Gentlemen:

Pending the completion and approval of the engi-
neering and financial details to be included in the water
development and supply program authorized by the cifizens
of Los Angeles on May 20, last, I desire to recommend that
one special phase of the work be given immediate attention.

I refer to the danger of speculation and ex-
ploitation in Owens Valley and Mono Basin lands on the part
of individuals or syndicates seeking to reap private profits
at the expense of both the rightful land owners and the City
of Los Angeles,

I urge that the Water and Power Commission take
such steps as will safeguard both the actual owners of Owens
Valley lands and the City of Los Angeles against the tactics
of those who are or may seek to exploit the Owens Valley and
Mono Basin lands for unwarranted profits.

Ovners of homes, ranches and business propertles
in Owens Velley and in the Mono Basin should offlclally be
advised that the City of Los Angeles, in carrying out its
land purchase program, will deal only with the actual owners
of property. These owners should be advised that they will
not require, in any particular, the services of legal advi-
sers or land brokers in dealing with the city.

So far as my office is concerned, I shall serious-
1y question any land purchase transactlon that may have been
presented to the city through the medium of a third party,
whether that third party be an individual broker, a so-called
legal adviser, or a syndicate,

Especially, your Commission is urged to take every
proper precaution possible to prevent the optioning of Owens
Valley and Mono Basin lands by speculators with the purpose

“Y OLYMPIAD, LOS ANGELES, 1932”

June 11, 1930.

Board of Water and Power Commissioners (2)

later of disposing of these lands, at a fat profit, to the
city.

Furthermore, I believe steps have been taken,
but should be verified, to have the Federal Government
withdraw from entry all Government lands that may still be
open for entry in the region of the city's purchases, This
should be done to prevent the entry of these lands by
speculators for the sole purpose of forcing the clty to
purchase,

In dealing with the people of Owens Valley
and the Mono Basin, let us make these points very clear:

1. The City of Los Angeles expects to deal
fairly and frankly with the people of Owens Valley and the
Mono Basin.

e For every dollar invested, the City of Los
Angeles must receive in return a dollar's worth of value.

e For every dollar invested by the city for
lands and town properties we insist 100 cents must go into
the hands of the actual owners - and not into the pockets
of speculators and option brokers.

May I recommend to your Commission that you
immediately take such steps as will most effectively pro-
tect the interests of the City of Los Angeles and the prop-
erty owners in Owens Valley and the Mono Basin along the
lines just presented.

Yours very truly,
Mayor.

JCP/BP



TWO SIDES TO EVERY QUESTION

On account of the tirade of abuse and vilification to which we have been subjected hecause of our opposition to the
Irrigation District, we think that a statement of the reasons for our attitude will not be out of place.

Under the most favorable conditions it would be difficult to carry on an Irrigation District in Owens Valley
because of the high cost of administration. See the expenses already incurred and remember that this is only a
beginning. No water or property acquired and no ditch assessments paid by the District.

Under our present system of irrigation (probably the cheapest in the whole state of California), most of our
farmers are going behind.

The main argument advanced by the Distriet enthusiasts was that it would protect the valley against the encroach-
ments of the City of Los Angeles. No idea could be more misleading. We would like to impress the following facts
upon all who may read this article, particularly the residents of the town of Bishop. THE IRRIGATION DISTRICT
WILL NOT PROTECT ANYTHING BUT, IF ALLOWED TO CONTINUE, IT WILL EVENTUALLY RUIN ALL OUR
FARMERS NOT ALREADY BANKRUPT. Many of cur farms are now so heavily encumbered that the interest on the
mortgage greatly exceeds the cash rental value.

Suppose the District were properly functioning and Los Angeles wanted to acquire more water, how would it be
likely to proceed? It would buy more land and shut off the water, would it not? And where would the water go?
Why down hill naturally—into the river and aqueduct. Where else could it go? Some of our District enthusiasts
answer: “Why it would be used somewhere else in the District.” Bul there would be no “somewhere else’” in the
District because that “somewhere else” would have been bought up by the ecity, and naturally the farmers would not
ruin their good land by swamping it.

Mr. James F. Peck, a well known water attorney employved by the Protective Association, recommended the
formation of a helding corporation instead of an Irrigation District. Had his advice been acted on, Mr. Peck’s fee of
$10,000 would have been a cheap investment. But other counsels prevailed.

We wish to add a few words regarding options lo purchase the water stock taken by the District and proposed
purchase of the same. The California Joint Stoek Land Bank of San Francisco has loaned several hundred thousand
dollars to farmers in the District. Within the past thirty days this Bank has sent counterparts of the following
letter to its debtors:

December 22, 1923.
“Mur.

, California.

Dear Sir:

It has come to our attention that you either have or are about to sell to the Owens Valley Irrigation District,
vour stock in the Bishop Creek Ditch Company, which stock we hold under pledge as a part of the security in
connection with your mortgage to us for §

As this water stock represents a right which for practical purposes is appurtenant to the land described in
your mortgage, and as your attempt of sale would threaten the severance of this water right from the land, we
feel seriously concerned about the matter, and in our opinion the accomplishment of such a severance would
materially depreciate the value of our security.

As you are aware, the mortgage provides that in case the security is jeopardized, or its value threatened, we
may declare the whole debt immediately due, the mortgage making us the sole judge in this matter. We would
regret to be compelled to take this course, but it may be that if such a proposed sale be carried out by vou that we
would be compelled to do so for our own protection.

We would thank you to advise us promptly what ave the real facts in the case.

Yours very truly,
A. W. HENDRICK, Vice-President.”

If the proposed sale of $736,000 worth of District Bonds goes through, it means that an additional lien for the pro
rata of this amount will be placed upon every ranch in the District (with more disastrous contingencies in the
background.) This means depreciation of the security and will furnish just as good grounds for foreclosure before
maturity as an option of water stock.

We have been called traitors for negotiating and recommending an agreement with the City of Los Angeles which
is now generally conceded to have been most favorable to the Valley,—infinitely more so than one recently recommended
by the Irrigation District Directors. We have heen called traitors for fighting for the water rights of all the settlers
when the same were’ encroached upon in Long Valley. We were called traitors when we opposed the suit instigated by
the so-called Protective Association to enjoin the construction of a dam in Long Valley, a project which would have solved
the problem of furnishing an adequate water supply at all times for every acre of irrigated land within the District.
We are again called traitors for opposing a plan whiech means the confiscation of our property and that of our neighbors.

We submit there are two sides to every question.
GEO. WATTERSON,

WM. SYMONS.
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WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works of the City of Los Angeles has publicly
announced that it is ready and willing to buy and is now negotiating for the purchase of
all lands and water rights under the following ditches: Owens River Canal; Bishop
Creek Ditch Co., Farmers Ditch Co., and the Rawson Ditch Eo:

And the City has also announced through the same channel that they could not
pay reparations or damages to the towns in Owens Valley for any losses sustained by
them, their reason for not doing so being the opin‘on of City Attorney Stephens that
it could not be done legally and lawfully;

THEREFORE, it is deemed advisable at this time to make every effort possible to
carry on the work that has already been ddsae, maintain the position we occupy, and
compel the City of Los Angeles to make good the damage it has done.

The foundation for damages to the Town of Bishop has already been completed.
The report of State Engineer McClure is in the hands of the Governor, has been
printed in pamphlet form, and while not available locally, it is very much in our favor.
The sentiment of the citizenship of the State is with us; the members of the State
Legislature are daily becoming more interested and more informed, and we need to place
our case before them during the present session. This must be done promptly.

As the same conditions exist in the other towns of the valley, Laws, Big Pine, In-
dependence, and Lone Pine have been asked to join with us so that all may be repre-
sented.

It will be necessary to raise sufficient funds to carry on an active campaign, using
every means possible to collect damages from the City of Los Angeles, the first move
being to get the necessary legislation through the present session of the State Legis-
lature. The Board of Trustees of the Tows cannot levy a tax to cover this expense,
thereby distributing the cost equitably over the whole town. It is thought best that each
property owner make a voluntary contribution to this fund of ONE DOLLAR for each
one hundred dollars assessed valuation of his or her real estate and improvements. This
will answer the same purpose as a direct tax, and funds will not be accepted on any other
basis. Any reparations received will be distributed on the same bas’s to only those
who have contributed to this fund.

I, or we, the undersigned property owners of the Town of Bishop hereby appoint
F. H. Arcularius, S. H. Ayres, J. S. Eastman, Jess Hession and T. G. Watterson a com-
mittee for the above purposes, and authorize them to do any and all acts and deeds within
their power to accomplish a right and just settlement with the City of Los Angeles.
We pledge our share of the contribution and will pay the same at once.

Contribution W




