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We first lived at Mammoth in 1927 and the only road into the area turned
off of U.S•Highway "595 near the Standard Oil Storage tanks below Casa Diablo
and followed up along Mammoth Creek. It crossed the creek between^the^ s±tes
of the Mammoth Garage and Penney’s Bakery and nearby was the U.S.F.S read­
quarters. A little farther up the road on the flats was the large general
store and Post Office combined and a service station across from It.
were owned by the Summer® family, old time residents, who owned iuc-* o_ uhe
property Ln this area at one time. The store was managed by Fred Brooks for
many years, now a resident of Blshop.Nearby on the meadow was the large
Mammoth Hotel or Summers Hotel built in 1913, also the Wildasinn hotel and
cabin®. All of these buildings were destroyed by fire early in 1927 and the
large rock fireplace was a silent reminder of the old Summers Hotel d for
many years.

Remains of an old sawmill were to be seen along the or ek back of the
store and we have an old cast iron forge of the type used with a bellows,
that we found here.

A never sawmill was then in operation several miles to the north of Old
Mammoth known as Hess Saw Mill .

These few businesses made up th© town which served the small community
and a few resorts up at the Lakes, which were reached by driving up the
old grade through Mineral Park, Mill City and Mammoth City with it’s hairpin
curve®.

In 1957 a modern highway was built about two miles north of Old Mammoth
with a more gradual ascent to the Lakes and the present town of Mammoth Lakes
was begun. tfe lived at Mammoth on and off for about 14 years, moving from
the old to the new town where we were in business for 10 years. These were
very happy years despite the hard work and we enjoyed many pleasures in that
beautiful mountain ana lake country.

Of the four distinctly different seasons encountered there I believe I en­
joyed spring ths most, particularly because I could walk outdoors without
having to don ” snow gear'* and it felt so good to walk on good solid earth
again* Also the fragrance of sage and pine filled the air and everything was
eo fresh and clean, and the warm bright sun, the melting snow all combined
to make it a very happy time.

vernier time flow by on fast win/rs, we were too busy to enjoy it. Then the
go cen days of early fall with B blue haze In the air and the polden red
short-Oi th6 raany aspen trees amonfr ths green pines was a lovely time though

At that time many preparations had to be made for the long cold winter
ar. our temperatures sometlmer dropped to 25 to 50 degrees below zero, usually
in December and January.

Winter or the ’'shut-in time” ae the old timere up on the hill used to call
it usually began with a heavy snow around November let. It was a very beauti­
ful time with the snow covering everything with soft lines and lovely contours.
Long, quiet, peaceful days were enjoyed and of-times the only sound to break
the stillness was the barking of the dog teams coming over the hill from Old
Mammoth, which could be heard for many miles, or the ever welcome noise of the
enow plow opening our road in from the highway.

A feeling of close companionship and friendliness prevailed among the two
dozen or eo of u« who made up the whole population of tne Mammoth Lakes area
the winters of the early 1940’s, and many parties and dances were enjoyed,
with friends Joining in ffe’ many miles around. The lonely caretakers living at
the different resorts up at the Lakes and one from the Monte Christo Mino
usually were able to ski down and Join in the fun. The owners of the teams
Tex -and Luth Cushion, who lived at Old Mammoth , helped our little community
and the higher areas in many ways and sometimes tnese dog teams were our only
contact with the outbids. Now most of the faces we knew are gone and new
bu,slneases and new faces are the order of the day. Mammoth has a very metropili
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If you find that for any reason you will be un­
able to vote in person on election day, promptly
complete and sign the enclosed application for
absent voter’s ballot and return to the County
Clerk, P. O. Drawer "F", Independence,

CA 93526, Telephone 878-2411
Your application may be submitted not more
than 29 days before the day of election but
must reach the office of the County Clerk not
less than 7 days before the day of election.
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NEWSLETTER JUNE 1977
EASTERN CALIFORNIA MUSEUM ASSOCIATION, INC.
P. 0. BOX 60^, INYOKERN, CA. 93527

OFFICERSi

DOUGLASS DREW, PRESIDENT, BISHOP
MARTHA MILLS, VICE-PRESIDENT, LONE PINE
PEGGE DORR, SECRETARY-TREASURER, RIDGECREST

TRUSTEESi

MARGARET HERLEMAN, INDEPENDENCE 1980 WALLACE H. PIPER, BISHOP 1979
DOROTHY C. CRAGEN, INDEPENDENCE 1980 ELODIE DREW, INDEPENDENCE 1979
ITALIA BIRKINSHEA, RIDGECREST 1980 IRENE BRICHAGA’, LONE PINE 1979
RICHARD MCDONALD, LONE PINE 1980 ETHEL OLIVAS, LONE PINE 1978

TRUSTEES-AT-LARGEi

GEORGE D. SHULTZ, M. D., OCEANSIDE 1978 RUDY SCHWANDT, LANCASTER 1980
DAVID HILL, VENTURA 1979

HONORARY TRUSTEES 1

HORACE M. ALBRIGHT, SHERMAN OAKS BERNICE SORRELLS, SHOSHONE
ADA BELL, INDEPENDENCE
*************************

The May field-trip to Lake Isabella was well-attended with
60 members and guests partlcipatlngo We were happy to meet so many local
residents on this trip. Mr. Bob Powers of Lake Isabella was the leader.
Bob is a third-generation Walker River resident; has done much research;
and is dedicated to the area.' We could almost visualize that area "back
when.”

The group met at Cottage Grove Cemetery with Bob Powers and
Gus Suhri, 88, giving much history of the following places: Onyx Store,
View Point of Lake Isabella, Keysville, Mammoth Mine areas, Kernville
Museum, Kernville Cemetery, and the Walker Ranch where the new owners
welcomed us (Ruban and Fay Scott and Bob Chapman). We then enjoyed a
short lunch at the new Uffert Park.

We want to thank Bob Powers and all the wonderful people for
their generosity while in their valley for a wonderful trip that we won’t
soon forget. Contributed by Ina Piper.
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NEVIS FROM THE COMMANDER’S HOUSE by Candy Ross: There were 114
visitors at the Commander’s House in May, which did not include the
Memorial Day weekend when 75 visitors came to the house. We have also
had several groups of schoolchildren, including the Lo-Inyo Special
Class and First Grades from Lone Pine, Third Grades from St. Ann’s
Catholic School in Ridgecrest, and Bishop second grades. Last month
there were also visitors from as far away as England and Mexico City.

The visitors from England enjoyed seeing the collection of mainly
British teapots we have in the dining room. This collection is part of
a larger collection and was donated several years ago by Comet Brooks,
nephew of Mary Gillespie of Independence. We were saddened to know
that Mr. Brooks passed away May 6th in Solvang where he had made his
home the last few years. He was born May 19» 1910 in Independence and
always held deep affection for this area.

At their last meeting, the Board of Trustees discussed the operation
of the Commander's House, Due to a lack of finances, the Association will
not be able to continue operating the Commander's House unless an increase
of dues and donations are made by the membership. The Board has decided
to include a ballot at the end of this Newsletter to ascertain the feelings
of the membership as to whether the Association should continue to operate
the Commander’s House or to ask the County of Inyo to assume responsibility
for the House.

The Eastern California Museum Association restored the Commander's House
and opened it to the public in 1962. Since that time they have paid the
Curator’s salary, the gas and electric bills for the house. The house and
property are actually owned by the Department of Water and Power. The
County of Inyo leases the property and allows the Association to operate
the old home. The D. W. P. and the County of Inyo keep up the major
maintenance of the house. The County Parks Dept, pays the water bill and
leasing fee. The County also recently installed an automatic sprinkler
system to help lower the water cost as the house is on a commercial water
meter and there is a big yard. The County owns most of the furniture in the hon

These are some -of the facts of the present situation about the
Commander’s House0 The old home has about 50 visitors a month in the winter
and approximately 300 to 400 visitors per month in the summer. It is kept
open 10 to 4 P. M. Friday through Tuesday. The gas bills are high in the
winter due to the age of the house and the size of the house. The—Curator
receives about $1.50 per hour. In order to continue operating the house,
the Board will have to consider raising the dues and asking for more
donations or they simply will not be able to keep the house open. Please
send the enclosed ballot to Wally Piper, 6o6 E. Line St., Bishop, CA. 9351^.
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and we also thank them for a special monetary donation for the care of the
house.

Eighty-seven visitors toured the house this past month, many in this
area were here to see the exceptional fall colors in the Sierra Nevada
this year. With winter just around the corner, it is interesting to
think of how General Evans and his men spent their first winter in Owens
Valley in 1862. The men dug out caves in a ravine along Oak Creek.
You can still walk into one of these caves but most of them have fallen in.
The,caves along with the old Soldier's Cemetary are the only visible
reminders of Camp Independence at its side on Oak Creek. The Commander's
House and the old Fort Hospital were moved intact into Independence in
1883. Before his death, Judge Dehy told one of the Board Members, Mrs.
Cragen, of how they-moved these two buildings into town. Claude Drew,
who lived with his family in the Commander's House the last twelve years
before it was restored by the Eastern California Museum Association, also
knew that the Commander's House and hospital building were moved in intact
and he mentioned that it is comparatively easy to move a house, even one
of this size, and in those days they jacked them up and pulled them on
runners by horse or oxen teams. These two buildings are visual reminders
of Camp Independence which existed for fifteen years from July k, 1862
until July 10,1877 and at which approximately one hundred Second Cavalry
California Volunteers were stationed at what was then known as a hardship
post, isolated by two mountain ranges in the Owens River Valley.

The Commander's House is open from 10 to noon, and 1 to in the
afternoon, Friday through Tuesday. Do plan to visit and bring your
f r 1 e nd s wh e ne ve r y ou pa s s t h r o ugh I nd e pe nd e n cel



01 liquor, une cost to oe levied o.y tnu county supervisors ana assessed
pro-rata on the saloons.” This reminds us of the discussion in the
newspapers recently of laws currently under consideration to the same effect.

"A very rich ledge was struck in the foothills of the Sierra near
Lone Pine (186^) over $600 silver per ton.”

"This is the first season that farming has been attempted in Owens
Valley, Much hay has been cut, 300 or ^00 tons in this vicinity (San
Carlos.) Barley is a success, so are corn, potatoes, sweet potatoes,
cabbage, onions, tomatoes, and melons. People have hard times, however.
With ore all around us we never see a dollar. Many are leaving, frozen
out, though the mercury is 100 in the shade. The ranches are luxuriant with
all. the vegetables of the season, but no one has money to buy. One man has
threshed 150 bushels of barley. All that is needed is capital and
population to make this the richest valley in California, if not in the
world."--186^, The Story of Inyo by Chalfant.

Our members, Dr. Coke Wood and his wife, Ethylene, from Stockton and
Murphys, were guests in southern Inyo on October 28th. Dr. Wood gave a
lecture in Independence at the Legion Hall on the topic, "The Fight for
the Water Hole in Owens Valley,” A large crowd was present to hear this
talk, many from Bishop as well as southern Inyo residents. He also spoke
in Bishop on October 30th. The slide-illustrated lecture was a take off
on Frederic Remington’s famous painting and.--it dealt with the old and :
continuing conflict over the water resources of Owens Valley. Coke Wood’s
background more than qualifies him as an authority on this timely subject.
He was a long-time resident of Bishop; holds a Ph.D. from the University
of Southern California; has taught American and California History for
more than four decades; and is director or tne Pacific Center for western
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Telephone calls
This was tacked to the wall of the first Mammoth Garage

beside a wall telephone, crank type. You listened for a

clear line then rang the required munber of rings with
the crank. $O\A/ theft, DX/GT 9&O •



REFERENCE READING

Hafen, LeRoy

Gorman, John

Chalfant, Willie A.

Hubbard, P.,Bray, Doris;

Pipken, George

Wilson, Neill C.

Moody, Ralph
Beebe, Lucius^

Clegg, Charles

Cain, Ella M.

Giraud, Alfred R.

Meadows, Lorena E.

Hunnewill, Millie

Walter, Wm. W.

Billeb, Emil W.

Calhoun, Margaret

Eldridge

Inyo Register issues

’’Old Spanish Trail”

"I remember Manzanar"

’’Outposts of Civilization”

’’The Story of Inyo"

’’Ballarat, Facts and Folklore,189717

"Treasure Express"

"Wells Fargo"

"U. S. West, The Saga of Wells Fargo"

"The Story of Early Mono County"

"My First Winter in California"

”A Sagebrush Heritage
"The Sag§ of the Circle H, I86I-I96I”

"The Great Understander"

"Mining Camp Days"

"Pioneers of Mono Basin"

"History of California"







BRIE? i‘ ...13 ON CANDEL^I.

First loot tion at Candelr .a believed ’x
and was ns.med -Jesus Ma?.. .

. <■.' s•; 13, 1864

The discovery ’.,-as closel; ,’ollowed by the •.<f,.g of Columbus
Mining District and inc?- • ;d Columbus, Ce.:x.a x-i Belleville.
The majority o;" those px >nt at Che orgar.: . -Jr-nal meeting were
Mexicans.

Candelaria attracted marz;- aationalltiej If? ..,'5 -;..g Mexicans,
Chileans, Montwnegrans, '. .-.t.sin-Jacks, Chi? .j Ha-.is-ns and Americans.

As the first mining exoax ■■ /ions were to be ;?i£e ir. the holiday
season of 1864 it is belo ved the town toc-li .. f az me from Candle­
mas the observation of Ciristaas.

An early stage route ran from Candelaria tt-i'uugh Lelleville,
Marietta, Huntoon Valley, ?eroaw Whiskey FI?;, up Powell Canyon
to Fletoher Station and .furora. The route crx to be the scene of
many stage coach robberiet

Candelaria was a good sm-..--t for Owens Valley farmers shipping by
Jerk line toamt;.

The Carson and Colorado h 5.1t into BelLeri23. ■ in '•881 with a
branch to Candelaria in J f-2.

Early milling operations :• :?a st Bellevi/.x : i C< ?.umbaa Marsh
due to shortof water ' -s ndel er 5 ~

English capital was hea-f-j Invested in ti

Candelarias ne: -paper was- the “True Fiasoxx*

The Northern Belle mine e:.: on© of the main ?due ers with its
record of one years outpu; $1,270,000. and credited with $3,764,000
up to 1878 Up to this tlie it had paid $1,600,000 in dividends.

In 1876 Candelaria had fo-,ir main stores and 11 saloons listed.

The oamp -was credited wit?' a production of over $30,000,000 before
the turn of the century and was reactivated several times.

Candelaria was first a pa- t of Esmeralda Cour.fcy before taken over
in the forming of Mineral County. Piokhandle (rulot (sometimes
called Me tattle) is still in Esmeralda Counf•

Water from Trail Canyon dropped the price frem s dollar to 5/
a gallon.

By C. Lorin Ray, Historian
Bishop Museum

December 1963
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Antiquity plus found in remote area.
Belmont, Nevada

Tidy and well-kept/Athis old grave with
yet another kind of fancy iron fencing* Shel­
tered by a very old pinyon tree , it was seen
in Belmont’s quaint and interesting graveyard.
The marble headstone has a beautiful inscription.

James V. Hathaway, Aug. 7, 1876.
46 years, 7 mos, 15 days

"Although he sleeps, his memory doth live,
and cheering comfort to his mourners give."

In our travels through the ghost town area
of much of the west, we have made many tours
of the old graveyards, some so far gone that
not even a name remains. In others we find
the lovely inscriptions used many years ago.
Fencings vary greatly, all the way from stones,
pickets, cast iron, heavy wire, marble and even
the pretty red building bricks. These various
old graves make up a section of antiquity veryprecious and deserve care and preservation.







VITAL STATISTICS:

Age Ui
Married -20 years — kids 16 and 9 (B & G respect)
Education —B. J8. Gallaudet College —19U3
Occupation — Engineering Designer, North Am. Aviation.
Hobby writing — bottle hun^injfr
-^transportation —19U6 jeep, or family sedan
Typing — rusty, as you can see
Totally deaf since age 18 — good residual speech —
erroneously termed deaf-mute — communicate via
sign language, pad and pencil and/or speech.

I’ll bet you never got a letter like this before J

EL

At Garlock, in the ruins of an old roofed-over cellar,
where it was protected from moisture, I'found a tin
slightly larger than an aspirin tin with most of the
lettering and decals intact.
It has a picture of an owl in a captains uniform. The
pills were called ’’Captain John Orderley’s” .and were
reputedly a cure for just about everything thot ails the
human body. Each tablet contained 1/200 grain of
strichnyne ’ Manufacured by Owl Drug Stores, San
Francisco. While this is not a bottle, I still consider
it a real find ’ The hinged lid still works, although
the edges are frayed with rust.
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Old Grinding Wheel

Measuring four feet in diameter and having a.
width of six inches, this is another of the
interesting and antique mining items seen near
the Diamond kino, in a picturesque canyon several
miles out of Eureka, Xevada.

?iany other metal items; of early mining use are
to be seen here in original condition.

Cnc of the few places not visited by scrap iron
dealers, the objects found here would make up z
very fine display for possible museum use, depict­
ing so wall the ssxiy popular industry of early
Novada days.
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Quite out of the ordinary is this barn built//
to house the early camel trains. Of sturdy stone
construction, it is about 15 by -38 feet and has/
double wooden entrance doors ten feet high. A///
narrow and windowless building, \the inside walls
are lined with wooden stalls. It is adjacent to/
a large fenced corral, and several sheds, occu-/
pying quite a space on a back street in the old/
mining town of Dayton, Nevada.

Camel trains were used for freight shipment as
early as I860 in the southern part of the coun-/
try, then they carried loads of salt from the///
Esmeralda SaliiMarshes to various silver camps.

Their use was discontinued in a few years and/
the remaining animals turned out to forage for//
themselves on the Nevada deserts, resulting in//
many tall tales.
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Chaster $
1 pl

£ Invitation... c
-<C CSt2^ Mrs. Adele Reed /DO

272 shepard Ln
o Bishop, Cao 93514 J

You are invited to become a Charter Subscriber to
GEO—the new standard of excellence for mature,
enlightened, endlessly curious people
To enter your Charter Subscription to GEO, please return
this invitation. A postage-paid envelope has been
provided.

I R.S.V.P.

Please return this card in postpaid envelope enclosed.





‘2711 £. horn
P.O. Box 601

Sparks, Nevada

Mrs. Adele Reed

272 Shepard Lane

Bishop, Calif.
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Bishop Museum & Historical Society
P. O. Box 363
Bishop, California 93514

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. J. Reed
272 Shepard Lane
Bishop, Ca. 9351U
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Bishop Museum & Historical Society
P. O. Box 363
Bishop, California 93514

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. J. Reed
272 Shepard Lane
Bishop^ Ca.



■ -



hote—As we/typed; the above memories from the late "Slick" Bryant

we thought of how happy he was to be of help in any way he could.

In fact, his memories and tales of the good old days were enjoyed

several times while sitting in the pretty yard in front of the

cabin court he and wife Marceline had built in earlier years. We

had found a good friend.
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