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CONSIDERATIONS

AN FAVOUR OF THE APPOINTMENT OF

RUBUS RIITE,

To the Senate of the United States.

SUBMITTED TO THE

Republican Members of the Legéslature

OF THE

STATE OF NEW-=-TORK.

By one of their Colleagues.



To the Republican Members,
Of the Legislature of the State of New-Kork.

(||| @D}V

A FELLOW Member, who knows, and is
personally known to most of you,—who has, from
his infancy, taken a deep interest in the honour and
prosperity of the party to which you belong, and
who, if he has ever erred in his labours to promote
its best interest, has erred from defect of judgment,
and not from a want of devotion to the cause,—
ventures to address you on the subject of the
choice of a Senator to represent this state in the
legislature of the Union. '

The state of parties, the character and standing
of the most prominent candidate for your favour,
the general aspect of political affairs, and a variety
of coneurring circumstances, render the subject
one of conceded delicacys and not entirely free
from difficulty.

It is, notwithstanding, one on which it will be our
duty soon to act ; and all experience demonstrates,
that nothing is so well calculated to lead to a judi-
cious exercise of power, as a free, frank, and unre-
strained discussion of the subjects of it; and no-
thing, certainly, better comports with the character,
or is more congenial to the feelings of freemen,
than that those discussions should be attended with
all possible publicity. It is with those convietions,
and upon the impulse of such feelings, that this
examination is undertaken. '
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When this question was presented to the legisls.
ture at their last session, the names of several of
our friends, who are rich in the esteem and confi-
dence of republicans, were spoken of, and one wag
actually voted for to fill the existing vacancy. It
is satisfactorily ascertained that all those gentle-
men;, . for . reasons which it is' unnecessary here to
state, but which are ‘of ia nature reflecting upon
them the highest honour, which evince an entire de-
votion to our cause, and entitle them to a continu-
ance of our best opinion, are unwilling to be re-
garded as candidates for the station, and desirous
that our attention should be directed te another
quarter.. - : il v
- In- consequence- of .the general understanding,
which has obtained, as to the views of the gentle-
men of whom I have spoken, and-other causes, the
only name which has, for some time past, been held
up to public view, and occupied the public mind,
as connected with-the subject, is that of RUFUS
KING,—in whose.favoqr there has been, apparent-
ly, a spontaneous, and, certainly, a very extensive
expression of public sentiment.

Having learnt, from experience, to place almost
implicit confidence- inithe general justice and ulti-
mate wisdom of the predominant sentiments of the
republican party, I have felt it my duty scrupulous-
ly to observe the indieation of these sentiments on
this mteresting subject,—and I am entirely satisfi-
ed that [ am not mistaken when I say, that the re-
publicans of  the state'think and feel that the sup-
port of Mr. Kiye, at.this time, would be an act
honourable to themselves, advantageous to the
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country, and just to himy—and that the only reluc-
tance which they have to a public avowal of their
sentiments m his favour, arises from the commend-
able apprehension that their determination to sup-
port him, under existing circumstances, might sub-
ject them to the suspicion of having bocome a par-
ty to a political bargain,—to one of those sinister
commutations of principlé for powery—which they
think common with their adversaries, and against
which they have remonstrated with becoming
spirit.

I have no hesitation in declaring my sentiments
to be in unison with those which I believe general-
ly to prevail among the republicans of the state ;
and I cannot but avow my conviction that this ap-
prehension, which evinces an honourable solici-
tude to avoid even the imputation of the errors of
their opponents, is without adequate eause, and can
be fully obviated. &)

Although the rule may, possibly, in some in-
stances be carried too farglit is certainly true, that
the conduct of public men, who were in active
life, or in a situation to be so, during the last war,
has been, and will, unaveidably, long continue to
be the test of their claims te ;publicconﬁdencé»and
support.

The federalists of that yhy may jus tlv, and, b}y
the historian of the time, will probably be divided
into three classes ;—the first, consisting of those
who, influenced by strong predilections for the
enemy, and instigated by the most envenomed ma-
lignity against the administration of their own go-
vernment, adopting “ rule drenin.” for their metto.
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exercised an mdustry n.l}d perseverence w:orthy of a
better cause, to paralize the arms of their own go.
vernment, and encourage the hopes of the foe,
The second clags wag composed of a very ny.
merous and respectable portio.nz who, nured ¢,
opposition, and heated h.y collision, were poorly
qualified to' ju (_]go,‘dispn’gmon.n.te]y of the meastures
of governmenti—who, deeming the declaration of
war impolitic in the then state of the count.ry, and
not as well satisfied, as subsequent reflection hag
rendered them, of its justice and indispensible ne.
cessity ;—deceived too by appearances, and the
bold and confident defiunciations of their leaders
of the first class, into a belief that their own go-
vernment was partial to France,—averse to peace
with Britain—were, from the causes I have enu-
merated, aided by that’strong d_e’sim to supplanit
their political opponents, common fo all ‘parties;
induced to make all the opposition to government
which they could, within the pale of the constitu-
tion, lawfully venture. ' R AG :
In the ' third class, ate included all those who,
entertaining a correct sense of their country’s
rights, a lively sensibility for her wrongs, and a
suitable spirit to defefid the former, and redress
the latter,—who, rising superior to the prejudices
and passions of those with whom they once acted,
threw down the weapoiis of party warfare, and en-

rolled themselves under the banners of their coun-
try. A ‘ il

Those whom I have' first designated, displayed

their principles, and %'ave earnest of their desigis,
Y assisting af, or @ etting, the ever memorable
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convention at Hartford, and thoge

of factious opposition, which were conneoted with
it.  The rising indignation of the American people
however, retarded the execution of their design;
until peace put an end to thejp prosecution, Thejp
labours led to the same results with  thoge of
their prototypes of the revolution,—an

motives were less pure, and their conduct less ex.
cusable, they have veaped a more abundant hap.
vest of public obloquy and disgrace,

Many of those included in the second clags,
whatever may have been the extent of their dely-
sion at the moment, and however strong the infa-
tuation by which they were blinded, would, at all
times, have shrunk from the abandonment of the
acknowledged interests of their country,—and have,
subsequently, embraced eyery opportunity to tes.
tify their. devotion to the public interest. 'There
18, moreover, good reason to believe, that they will
all, in due season, be found to have embarked in
the same cause with the rppublicans of ‘the state,
and of the union. Nor have we failed, and, Lhope,
we never shall fail, in becoming liberality. of sentis
ment, towards that portion of our fellow citizens;—
or in exercising that respectful deference for the
freedom of opinion, which should eyver character-
ize the conduct of men, .who, actuated by pure
motives themselves, are sensible of ¢ the safety
with which error of opinion may be tolerated when
reason is left free to combat it.” 9!
As to- the merits of that deseription of federal-
15ts, who are embraced in the third class, thel‘fs‘ ha_s
not been, nor can there ever he a diversity of opi-

Preceding efforts

y a8 theip
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nion among us,—if we look back to that perig
which, a second time, '« tried men’s souls,” as the
proudest of our lives, they also have reason to‘ex-
ult m the recollection of the parts they respective.
Iy acted in those inferesting scenes.
It true, they have not the merit of advising fo
the commencement of the war,—a war by which
the fame, the honour, dnd the true interests of our
common country, have been so much advanqed;
but that circumstance’ alone ought not to impair
their claims to the respect and confidence of their
fellow citizens. e il

It was fully compensated by the alacrity with
which they lent' their aid to an administration
which had so recently been the object of ‘their
warmest opposition, the moment they found the
question to be between their own country and a
foreign foe. 'They acted, as it had been fondly
hoped the whole American people would have act-
ed :—Nor were the administrations of the general
and state governmeritd] at the close ‘of the war,
backward in bestowing the proudest testimonials
of their ‘approbation and respect, on those whose
conduct had been thus meritorious. 0% '

It is true, that, in so doing, they have in some in-
stances been deceived and disappointed, in'select-
ing, for high public staffons, men who have not that
stamina of character’ they were supposed ‘to pos-
sess ; but who, rendered giddy by ‘their sudden
elevation, and forgetful of the sources of that power
by which they ascended, will soon fall, with* the
master spirit in whose legion they are: enrglled,
“never to rise-agaim? o - £ ‘
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These are circumstances, however, which

can,
at most, produce a transiont regret, for the folly
and weakness of these infatuated men, Such eon-

sequences are not always to be avoided ; but they
are susceptible of easy and prompt  correction,
They do not tend, in the least, to impair the high
credit which is justly due to the republicans of the
state and union, for the course they adopted in ro-
gard to the persons now in question, - That course
had for 1ts objeet, not the particular benefit of these
mdividuals only: but was meant to exemplily the
general justice of our policy to them,—and. to shew
the rest of our countrymen, that whilst we loudly
and inexorably condemned the remissness of a por-
tion of our fellow citizens, in discharging the great
duties they owed to their country, we dealt out jus-
tice with an even hand, and.were as_ready to ap-
plaud as to condemn. ' } i MR
There has been, however, one exception in this
liberal policy, and it is an exception of no ordinary
character. It exists in the person of Rufus King.
The dark cloud which overspread our political
horizon, in the fall of 1814, struck, with dismay and
terror, some of the firmest of our patriots. The dis-
asters which had befallen ug, the difficulties which
beset, and the dangers which threatened our coun-
try from every quarter,—hgave made impressions
too durable to be socn effaceds I'he causes which
jeopardize, and, the exertions which preserve, the.
liberties of a nation, can never, while she 1s worthy
of their enjoyment, cease 1o be a subject of the
keenest solicitude, and most greatful recollection

of her sons. These memorable events will long
B
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continue 4o oceupy the minds, and employ the pens,

of our ablest and best men, :

While enjoying a season of peace (0 which f,ho
nations of Europe arve strangers while advancing
in wealth, population, and grandeur, with a rapidi-
ty without a parallel in the history of civilized man :
while our individual happiness and prosperity kept
aee with that of our beloved country, and all com-

P i :
and admiration of the

bined to render us the envy
world—In those haleyon days, when we knew war

but by its distant echo, and the advantages our
country derived from the sanguinary conflicts of
Burope—We felt thaty that country was not only
strong in its pliysical force, but inexhaustible in its
resources, and safe inihe patriotic devotion of all
Lier citizens. - To have then expressed a doubt that
the first open attack upon cur liberties would nerve
every arm and rouse every breast in the nation,
that we should ever witness an attempt to subvert
the republic, and not rally round its government
and tender our personitjand our fortunes for its de-
fence, would have been ridiculed and despised as
the sinister forebodings of disaffection. But to have:
supposed, that while the land of our birth, the soil
which had been erimgoned by the blood and con-
secrated by the ashes of our fathers, was polluted
by the hostile tread ofgm invading foe ; that atsuch
a moment our government would not only be in
want of men and money, but that a portion of our
citizens would be found brooding over the destruc-
tion oi our constitution, and plotting against the
exertions of our government, could not fail to excite




11

the warmest feelings of indignation and reseritment
in the bosom of every American.

The events of that memorable period awolke us,
however, from those flattering dreams, and disgipa-
ted those dangerous delusions.  When we expeci-
ed to have found ourselves united, we were a divi-
ded people; when the exigencies of the country
demanded all her resources, both of men and mo-
ney, her public coffers were kept empty and her
armies unrecruited, by the ruthless efforts of fac-
tion. In the language of him who is most entitled
to our gratitude, and the first object of our aflec-
tions—« Our eastern brethren, blinded by-a mo-
< mentary infatuation of party zeal, not only with-
“ held their support, but threatened serious resist-
“ ance to the constitutional arm; a well appointed
 veteran army, aided by a gtrong naval force, was
“ pressing upon our Champlain frontier, the Onta-
+ rio squadron was in danger of an attack, in Sac-
« ket’s Harbour, from another combined land and
+ naval armament; the latély vietorious, but now
¢ suffering, army of Niagara was pent up in Fort
« Erie by the British forces in that quarter; the city
«“ of New-York was menaced with invasion; the
“ Capitol of the Union wasg®moking in ruins: and
“ to give the deepest shade to'the gloomy aspect of
“ our affairs, and add to th@*d.iﬂiculty of thew re-
“ demption, the national government was literally
“ pennyless.” i

At this momentous crisis, which applied the toueh-
gtone to the hearts of men, when many of the stout-
est were appalled and the weak despaired of the
republic—Mr. King was neither idle nor dismayed.

.
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His love of country dispelled his attachments to
party—In terms of the warmest solicitude and in
strains of the most impassioned eloquence, he re-
monstrated in hiscorrespondence with the leaders of
the opposition in this state and in the east, on the
folly, the madness, and the mischief] of their course ;
he contributed largely of his means to the loans to
govornmont—vhc infused confidence into the des-
ponding, and laboured to divest the timid of their
fears—he sought Governor Tompkins, to whom,
from the warmth of his devotion to his country’s
cause, and from the plenitude of his responsibility
rather than of his powers, every eye was directed,
and to him Mr. King communicated the patriotic
ardour with which he was himself animated.

The purport and object of his interesting inter-
view with the Governor, is thus described by the
latter: « Venerable and patriotic citizens, such as
« Col. Rutgers, Col Willett, Gov. Wolcott, Mr.
« King and others, animated me to the greatest ef-
« forts ; the latter gentleman, in an interview with
« me, was peculiarly impressive—he said ¢ that the
« time had arrived when every good citizen was
« bound to put his all at the requisition of govern-
« ment—that he was¥eady to do this; that the peo-
« ple of the state of New-York would and must hold
« me personally respafisible for its safety.’ I ac-
« quainted him with the difficulties under which I
« had struggled for the two preceding years, the
« various instances imiwhich I had been alveady
« compelled to act withiout law or legislative indem-
« nity, and urged, thagif I should onee more exert
« myself to meet all the emergencies and pecunia-

Yos
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“ry difficulties with which we were pressed, I muost
« fnevitahly ruin myself.  ¢Well, sir, (added he,
« with that enthusiasm which genius lends to pat-
« piotism,) what is the ruin of an individual eom-
« pared with the safety of the republic? If you are
« ruined, you will have the consolation of enjoying
« the gratitude of your fellow citizens; but you
« must trust to the magnanimity and justice of your
& country, you must transcend the law, you must
« save this city and state from the danger with
« which they are menaced, you must ruin yourself
«if it becomes necessary, and I pledge you my
« honour that I will support you in whatever you
« do.” Having done all in his power to induce to
exertions at home, Mr. King repaired to his post in
the senate of the United States; and in that body
zealously supported the prominent measures of the
administration to sustain the country in the severe
struggle in which she was engaged. He embraced
every suitable opportunity to keep Governor Tomp-
kins, (with whom he mainthined :a regular corre-
spondence,) advised of every fact and circumstance
which might be supposed to have a bearing on the
conduct of the war, its prosecution by the enemy,
and the probability of itsy€ontinuanece or termi-
nation. ‘ 1

The advantages whicheiesulted from the parl
which Mr. King then took, were by no means incon-
siderable ; it served to encourage Gov. Tompkins
to persevere in his exertions,—exertions which re-
dounded so much to the honour of the state; and
s0 essentially advanced thejinterests:of the nation.
It served to induce the corporation-of New-York.
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and some of the banks, who were then in the ad-
verse interest, to comply with the requests of Gov.
Tompkins, and ‘make their respective loans to the
government, on receiving his private responsibility,
and public securities, for their repayment. It serv-
ed, morcover, in some degree t6 retard ‘the un-
wearied efforts of opposition, by developing their
motives, and bringing shame on their measures.
Such was the eonduct of Mr. King, in the times
of which I have spoken, and such are his firsf
claims on republican ' confidence and support.
Were these claims connected with an affair of pri-
vate interest, I might feel myself at liberty to rea-
son on their urgency;—but relating as they do, to
the discharge of a public duty,—and addressed, as
they are; to" the favour ‘of a party with whose libe-
rality, with whose maghanimity, with whose proud
and generous feelings, I have been so long, and se
well acquainted—discussion would be worse than
useless. I know nething of the republican charac-
ter,—nothing of the vigws and sentiments of men;
with whom I have been so closely allied,—if a con-
sideration of the facts and circumstances I have
detailed, has not already led to a spontaneous and
united wish to support’ Mr. King for ‘the senate, if
that support can be given without subjecting them
to the suspicions they‘,ﬁcy justly deprecate. That
it can, I hope to demonstrate ; but before I do so,
I must solicit a farther continuance of your indul-
gence, whilst I respectfully submit to your consi-
deration, additional redsons why his appointment,
at this time, would be :?oliti(: and just; and whilst,
too, I obviate some of the objections which honest
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men may apprehend, and which will,
suggested by faction. - 1,

His talents, his tegrity, and fitness for the ata-

tion, are not questioned,  There are, however, ejp

cumstances i his life and character, so inlimal;e]y
connected with this question, as to entitle them teo
particular consideration and remark.

doubtless, be

The struggle which gave birth to our nation,
must ever be regarded as one of the mogt impor-
tant and interesting eras the world has ever wit-
nessed. From the deplorable results of similar
attempts in Europe,—and from the still unprepared
state of the human mind fon the reception of free-
dom in that quarter of the globe,—there is reason
to believe that an opportunity will not again oecur,
nor will the materials be again found, in the course
of ages, for an effort equally. glorious and success-
ful. In proportion to the sublimity of the concep-
tion, the severity of the suffering, and.the energy
of the exertions which produced our revolution,
were the characters of the snen who achieved it.

History records no event which called into ac-
tion a race of statesmen, equal in all the splendid
virtues which adorn and give celebrity to the hu-
man character,—and it is a faet, honourable to our
nature, that of the long list pf patriots and sages,
who, at the hazard of all;\lt;}gat was dear to man,
signed the Declaration of ﬁ’ndependence,-—and of
those who framed the great charter of ourliberties,
there has not been one whe, in after life, has fallen
from the eminence to which, by his connection with
those events, he was raised ; or, in the least, im-
paired the character he thus acquired. Those,
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whom the ravages of time have yet spared (o thej,
country, are, every where, honoured apd respect,
ed,—and those whose deaths we deplore, iy
now numbered with ¢ the gpirits of Just men made
Perf(’th’”“lmve descended "O_Hm tomb, :wcomPu;
nied by a Nation’s tears, and blessed with a Na.
tion’s gra.t.itudc. :

It is, certainly, true, that in the yarious contests
for power, which are past, revolutionary merit hag
not always commanded that deference, and recejy-
ed that support, which might have been reason.
ably expected, and perhaps justly claimed. It is
not my intention to call in question the propriety
of the course which has, at various times, been pur-
sued in regard to them. There, doubtless, have
been occasions #vhen the preferences which have
been given to others, were both just and proper ;
but it has always been a favourite sentiment of my
heart, that, all other things equal, the merit of
which I am speaking, ought to give a decided pre-
ference to its possessor, I cannot but think that
this sentiment is common to us all, and that the de-
sire to testify our gratitude, by availing ourselves
of the experience and fidelity of the men of the re-
volution, as far as it,can be done with safety and
with honour, is as uniyersal as it is just.

Mr. King not only, fook an active part in the
closing scenes of the 1&?61[1&011, but he was a mem-
ber of the convention which framed the constitu-
tion of our general goyernment, and one of ,the

committee to whom the final draft of it was re-
ferred. i

are

X 2 #
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The number of those who now represent the
states in the senate of the Union,—who performed
conspicuous parts in the early transactions of gur
g()vornl1101\t,~—\vho were conversant with the views
of the men of that day, and the design of their
measures,—and whose qualifications enable tliem
to enter actively into the discussions of the present
time, is but small ; and My, f(fing, willy if - appointed,
be the only member of the senate, who assisted in the for-
mation of our constitution.

But these are not the only considerations in fa-
vour of this measure.  The most important and in-
tricate of our foreign relations are, and have been,
with the government of Great Britain ;—it is with
her that our commercial intercourse is the most
extensive ; she has the most reason to ‘envy our
wide spreading commerce,—~and with her our col-
lisions are, of course, the most frequent and inter-
€sting et ' :

As early as the year 1796, Mr. King was appoint-
ed, by General Washingto&%’f‘“ﬁﬁ'ﬁister to the court
of St. James. He represented our government at
that court during the last year of that truly great
and good man’s administration,—throughout that of
Mr. Adams,—and such was™His understanding of;
and his attention to, the great and leading interests
of ‘the country, that notwithistanding the party vio-
lence of the times, he was continued by the illustri-
ous head and founder of our party, Mr. Jefferson, for
the first two years of his administration, and until
Mr. King solicited his “owh' récall. With the ex-
ception of a single case, growing out of individual

concerns, and of limited operation, the merits of
(.‘.
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which are before the public, and have been am-

ply discussed,—the grenat dutics of his atation weref
discharged in a manner highly sntisfactory to all
classes of his fellow citizens. 1 know well the
foare which existed in the minds of many honest
men in the country, that his-long residence 1r1 En.g~
land had impressed him with andne partiahtle? for
that nation; a belief which, doubtless, derlveff
much force from the mutual crimination and recri-
mination, of « French influence,” and ¢« British in-
fluence,” common to the times, and, n a great de-
gree, springing from the overheated agitations of
party. . I ¢laim no exemption from their mfluence,
—but whatever may have been the feelings or pre-
judices of that early period, his recent and splen-
did exertions in the senate of the United States, to
improve “our navigation laws, and to protect our
commercial rights and interests, against the en-
eroachments of the British government ;—the suc-
¢ess which has aftended those exertions ;—the wis-
dom which was displiyed in their adoption,—and
the strong mterest they have execited in Great Bri-
tain ;—the patriotic course he pursued in our re-
cent contest with that power ;—the general tenor
of his political conditet for: the last five years, and
the fact, that he has: secured, and enjoys, the full conff-
denee of the men who coRfipose the present administration
of the general government, and who have had the best
possible opportunity to judge of his motives and
his conduct, and in svhose integrity and diseern-
ment we may safely-repose :—These, together with
other cireumstances,have satisfied me, that the ui-
favourable impressions which, in that respect, 1
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common with the great body of the republicans of
the state, I have heretofore: indulged againgt him;
were unjust and. unfounded, and as such, I cheer-
fully dismiss them. _

The great advantage which would, probably, be
derived to the state and the union, from the ap-
pointment of a statesman, who, to splendid talents,
adds such collateral advantages, and whose views
are in unison with those of the general government,
must be obvious to you, and cannot fail to receive
at your hands, all the weight to- which they are so
justly eatitled. il ,

I have deplored the violence of party, and la-
mented the injurious consequences which have re-
<ulted from its indulgence 1t is possible that I am
not entirely free from the infirmity I condemn, and
I fear that what [ am aboutito state, may tend to
impress that belief.. I know, however, of but one
true course in such matters, and that is, to avow,
with frankness, sentiments which are -entertained
with sincerity, and trust te-their justice for their
sCcCess. ‘ - s

Sensible, as I am, of the great merits of Mr.
King, and of the advantages which would probably
result from his appointment;still, did I believe that
he was opposed to us in the present controversy
‘between the republican partxrand Mr. Clinten and
his followers ; could I even stippose that he looked
with indifference on the struggle of the great body
of our citizens, to extricate:themselves from an in-
fluence which has so long pressed upon this state,
and under which she can never acquire her true
elevation in the union, [ have no hesitation @ saying,
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that, i either of  these cases, [ would promptly and zeal-
ously oppose his appointment. However much I might
deplore the necegsity which shenld lead tor this
measure, 1 could not doubt as to ifs propriety.
The reasons which would, under such eircumstan-
ces, | trust, justify my conduct, are numerous, and,
to my mind, satisfactory. As this, however,is but
the ‘expression of my individual sentiments, and
stated only as explanatory of my own views, and is
not expected to influence others, I do not feel my-
self called upon to enter into a discussion of the
subject. The-proof, too, would lead to a discus-
sion of the merits and demerits of the official eon-
duct® of our prominent men, and excite feelings
which it is desirablete-keep, as far as practicable,
distinct from this examination. '

There 1s, however, no room for apprehension
upon this subject. JMr. King, and his friends, all
who have a respect for, and are influenced by his opindon,
are decidedly and unequevocally opposed to the re-election
of Mr. Chnton ; thewisiews are, and their conduet will
be, tn unison with that of the republicans of the state and
union.  There 1s no doubt of it.. 1 put my request to
you to unite in his support on that ground, and
when in this I shalbgppear to be mistaken, I shall
have done. ety o

Mr. King, it 1s d@iey has not thought proper to
solicit your favour with an exposition of his opi-
nions on this head, and I have not a-deubt that the
commendable delicacy which, (while the question
of ‘his appointmentwas pending,) he has observed
-on this subject, willyas it ought, command your de-
cided approbation.. Political professions are easily
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made, and, it is unfortunately true, too, often as
casily disregarded : We have been so frequently
deceived by them that it is time to examine deep-
er into the pretensions of political men, before we
extend to them our confidence and support. There
are safer tests.  We should place more relionce on the
solicity of their characters, and the course of their politi-
cal lives, than on the flippancy of their professions. If,
during a long life, we find that their political con-
duct has been open and frank ; if they have steer-
ed clear of the petty intrigues of the hour ; if their
political sentiments have been honestly entertained,
and firmly supported ;—they: will be sure neither
to deceive you, or suffer you to deceive yourselves
in regard to their future conduet. -

Whilst, however, on the one hand, there had been
no officious display of his'semtiments, there has not
on the other been the least wish on the part of Mr.
King, or his immediate friends, to conceal them.
When recently it was said-to have been stated, by
a gentleman high in the: estfidence «of the execu-
tive, that Mr. King had expressed an opinion favour-
able to the re-election of Gov. Clinton, and injurious
to the motives of his opponents, Mr. King caused the
unfounded - assertion to be proumypily, publicly and unequi-
vocally contradicted.

At the last session of the.}:exgislature,,his sonyJohn
A. King, Esq. representing the county of Queens 1n
the Assembly, although the appointment of senator
was then pending, voted with the republican mem-
bers against the appointment of Gen. German- as
speaker; and although therepublican members op-
posed the appointment of His father, and notwith-
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standing it was well understood that they meant to
do so, he acted throughout the session in concert
with our friends, in apposition to that portionof the
honse, consisting both of federalists and republi-
cans, who attached themselves to the fortunes of
Mr. Clinton.  When the bill for the adjustment of
Gov. Tompkins’ accounts: was pending hefore that
house, and on its passage, while some were induced
by circumstances altogether selfish to give it a cold
and insincere support, and while others seized the
opportunity it presented to disgorge their venom
and visit their private griefs upon him, who was at
once the object of their fears and of their hate, Mr.
King zealously and efliciently supported the mea-
sure. He showed that ke, at least, was capable of
rising superior to the feelings and prejudices which
the habit of politicalbpposition is so apt to engen-
der, and of extending justice to all to whom justice
might be due. B

It is not my design, and it would be in some mea-
sure foreign to the purgsse of this address, to enter
into the discussion of the propriety of that act; the
time may come when it will be otherwise, and
when its justice (if that has not been already
done) will be most atuply and fully vindicated from
all the aspersions which have, or may hereafter, be
cast upon it. I cannet; however, refrain from ob-
serving, that the part which Mr. John A. King took
in its support, and the manner in which that sup-
port was yielded, desewved and commanded the re-
spect and warm affection of the numerous friends
of the Vice Presidentyand of all who admive jue-
tice and magnanimity in public lifey -
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It may, and probably will, be gaid by those
whose interest it is to misrepresent our motives and
our conduct, that if such be the merits of My. King
—if you aresincere in those declarations, why have
you not supported him before? Why did you not
do so last winter? But who s to aslk these (questions ?
By whom are we to be called to an account on this
subject? It certainly will not be by Mr. Clinton or his
friends.  They will not venture, it is hoped, to put
the interrogatories. :The intrigues of the last fow
years cannot surely have made such ravages, that
they could, in view of their own conduet, question
our consistency in this particular, without being
covered with the blush of conscious shame.

The truth is, there are: many cogent and con-
vineing reasons which might ‘be given, if it were
necessary, or even proper; why: the support of Mr.
King for the senate will, at the ensuing'meeting of
the legislature, better comport with the honour and
duty of the republican niembers, than'at the last
session ; one, or at most twaswof which ['will state.

It is well known, that there were circumstances
attending the last appointment of Mr..King, which
produced much excitement among the: republicans
of the state.” It was loudly ands confidently charg-

ed, by one who is now foremost in the support of
Mr. Clinton, that Mr. King’s/%ppointment was the
result of one of those profligate interchanges of pub-
lic favour for private ends, between men .poss.ess—.
ing different political sentiments, which are so just-
ly odious to the people: that it was matured by,
and carried into e(fect through the instramentality o}’
those who stood highest in Mr. Clinton’s: confidencet
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and certaim leading members of the federa Patiy
After the lapse of six years, a state of parties “,
again presented in some respects similar to 1},
which then existed.  The same party who claime,
Mr. King as their leader, again held in theijp hands
the balance of power.

My, King, it is truey had never heen charged wi,
a participation in the improper views which Were
alledged to have governed the meagures ofthn,tday;
but hiy general absence from the state for years
past, at those seasons when political concerns ape
most the subject of discussion, and his almost en-
tire abstraction from state politics, had prevented
as near a view of his real feelings towards the men
by whose apostacy frqm the duty they owed and
had promised to their party, his first appointment
was eflected as was:desirable. The real state of
his feelings in this particular was Justly deemed im-
portant by our friends, and his absence from the
state last winter precluded explanation.

Under these cirdutgstances, we selected one of
our old and tried friends as the object of our sup-
port, and thereby abstained from a course as to
which we had not the necessary information to en-
able us to act withgafety to ourselves and justice
to our constituents. e

The state of partwg,wtoo, rendered it. 1'(-us.¢fuub::v
certain, that without the acquiescence of our “:w“db;‘
things admitted of a continuance o.l s A
without great public prejudice, ““F'r -ldlod A,
session.  Thus an opportunily Wos :“(.(fl frial deglé
republican members, not only 10 defer a hne
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sion on the question until the wishes of the people
could be known on the subject—(at all {imes an
object of solicitude with them, a sentiment just and
proper in itself; and one which it is hoped they will
always revere, notwithsl;n.nding the jeers of the po-
litical upstarts of the day,) but also to wait for a
subsequent developement which would either con-
firm their doubts or remove the cause of them.

That opportunity has since been afforded, and
the course which has been pursued by Mr. King,
and his immediate friends, has most clearly shown,
that if there were ‘improper intrigues in 1812 con-
nected with his appointment, they originated in
other sources than his wishes ; that he has not now
nor ever had any thing in cemithon with those who
were engaged in them, but that en the contrary, his
sentiments and opinions, on all'subjects connected
with the interest and honour of the state, are such
as to have excited the esteem and confidence of the
people at large. o

An explanation upon this point, however, is pure-
ly gratuitous, and will be pursued no farther. - Al-
though Mr. King would do high honour to the of-
fice, he is not the only man in the state who would
discharge its duties with credit‘aiid uscfulness; he
has no peculiar personal claims to our support; his
distinguished merits would rendlér his appointment
inall respects proper, but they' establish no exclu-
sive claim; our support of him, as a party, will, if
he receives it, be spontancous, and must be as dis-
terested and as free from all sinisterinducements
asit is spontaneous. Nor, as a parly, are we in any

vense responsible to any man or any set of men’for
4
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or withholding it It is given or withheld, 4
he state desire, and the time when ang
Jer which it ought to he done, are for

giving
the wpubhmnx Qf t
the circumstances unt

them alone fo determine.
A few words more, 011 the only remaining suh.

jeet which [ have proposed to examine, and I ¢loge
an appeal which has already been extended farther
than was (:ontemplated, or may, perhaps, be pro-

er. It is certainly very extensively believed, that
our legislative halls have in repeated instances
been made the theatres of the most exceptionable
and unprincipled political bargains and coalitions;
of coalitions in which men acted, not from the ho-
nest dictates of their gonsciences and with a single
eye to the public iitebests, but from the unworthy
motives of personal aggrandizement, not only dis-
connected with the public good, but in many in-
stances in direct hostility against it. It is equally
true, that in propdrtion as those charges have been
credited abroad, _tljé"'cllaractel' of our state has
sunk in the estimation of our sister states. It is not
my intention, at this time, to enter into an investi-
gation of the truth of these charges. It will, doubt-
less, soon becwomea I}ecéssary to probe them, as well
as other fransactions of a deeper cast and still
more injurious in their effects upon our public cha-
racter, to their inmest recesses : L0 separate the in-
nocent from the 'gui‘[‘ty . to vindicate the great bod.y‘
of our citizens from the charge of pal'tiCiP?‘ting &
the profligacy of the few, and to give rest to 'tlmlv
pertux_-bed spirit"'which now haunts the scenes ol
former moral and “political debaucheries—to the
end, that this greaZt Jlimd otherwise fourishing stat€
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may no longer be retarded in her march to that re-
spectability and influence to Which she is so emi-
nently entitled. But of this hereafter.

It is, as I have already stated, apprehended by
several honest men, whose devotion to the f(:pljb-
lican cause, and whose good opinion I hold in the
highest regard, that the support of Mr. King, at this
time, might expose us to the suspicion of b( g 1n-
fluenced in our determination by the single view of
securing the co-operation of a sufficient number of
federal members to effect the various legislative
objects at the next session, for which parties g gene-
rally, as it is nataral they should, feel considerable
solicitude.

This is the matter falrly and plamlv stated. Now,
strong as my desire is that we should confer on
Mr. King our support; sensible as I am of the ten-
dency of such a measure, to repel and put to shame
the volumes of calumny and scurrility which have
been heaped on us, by those who deceive them-
selves with the hopes of b«ﬁ:&kmo down the free
spirit of a great party, and orrateful as I know 1t
would be to the feelings of detII]OlIlShed republi-
caus in our sister states—stlll, if T believed there
was adequate cause for such apj}fehensmns, [ would
on that ground forego ufs a({oph(m For it is not so
important that we succeed sogn, as it is that, when
we do so, we proceed in a rﬁ‘mnm the most unex-
ceptionable. But I know well that those fears are
groundless.

Our party, in the first placu, is not liable to sus-
picions of this kind. We have th louohout sustain-
ed a character which has, and i will continue, to ex-
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empt us from them. We are not a ¢ personal party.”
We have no individuals amougst us, who claim and
exercise the right of stipulating for our acts,—no-
thing is done for us, that is not done by the will of
the majority, and which is not well understood to
be in unison with the general sentiments, and con-
sonant to the wishes of the people.  With a party
so organised, and thus acting,—motives so justly
deprecated can seldom, if ever, operate,~—and, of
course, the suspicion of their existence is not likely
to arise. Again—it ‘18 by no means certain, that
the republican members will not constitute a major-
ity of the house. It is well known that the number
of those who have already avowed their deter-
mination to pursue theipath of principle, falls but a
very few, if any, short of the number requisite to
decide for themselves the questions to which I have
alluded. I never will believe, until speculation Js
silenced by fact, that amongst the republican mem-
bers elect, called Clintonians, (many of whom,
whatever may haveriieen the diversity of opinion

between them and their party, are, nevertheless,

regarded as men of principle,) a sufficient number

will be found willing, by separating from their

brethren, to defeatifis regular operations of their

party, and thereby destroy their own future useful-

ness. If the republitan members form a majority

of the legislature, all difficulty on the score of the

apprehensions and suspicions | have adverted to,
will be obviated, and the coursc | proposc, derive
new interest from thé circumstances under which
itis adopted. . L.

|



But supposé, that, in this reasonable expecta-
tion. we are disappointed, where can be the
grounds for this injurious imputation, when you
openly avow, as I hope you willy your determination to
vote for My. King, on the distinet and sole ground of
his individual merits, without condition or stipulation of
any kind,—and that, unless you are disappointed in him,
you will support him, whether a single federalist vote
with yow or not. In that case, there could certainly
be no cause ¢o suspect your motives, ‘and it would
be fastidiousness in the extretne, to fear it.

Should the support of Mr. King be decided on
by us, I know that none of our friends will-hesitate
in yielding their cheerfui acquiescence to such ex-
planations ; but that, on the*eontrary, they- will,
with one voice, require them.  Such explanations
will be consistent with the'triié interests of the par-
ty,and can lead to mnothing which you can have
great reason to regret. For, admitting for-a mo-
ment, that the federal members, ‘en masse, could,
from any motive, or upon afiy*eonsideration, be m-
duced to vote for M. Chnton’s speaker, and M.
Clinton’s council, and that we are thereby defeated
in the election of republicans to .those stations,—
suppose it possible that the/fany proud and ho-
nourable men, who are to be found in that delega-
tion, could be induced, onggmiore, to forget what
 they, far some time past; hLave felt and acknow-

ledged,—to shut their eyes to-that state of humilia=
tion to which, by the intrigues of ‘their leaders,
_ their party has been redueed,—that they can look
back without shame and mort; jcation, to'the préud
character that party sustained while under the

e
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guidance of Sehuyler, Hemilton, King, Troup, Van
Vechteny Henry, and. others, compared with that to
whieh 1t has been reduced by the low contrivance
and wretched expedients of those who now seek to go-
vern their opinions, and undertake for their conduct ;
—suppose thaty after having been again and again
disappointed. and deccived, they will once more
consent to be wsed by Mr. Clinton ; te become
“ hewers of wood and drawers of water,” for him
and his coadjutors :—Admit all this, and what
then ? Onemore appeal to the people, and the po-
litical atmosphere ~will. be wholly purified. Of
what' eonsequence “is it to republicans, whether -
they have the council of appointment twelve months
sooner or’ later » They have, I hope, no mere cor-
morants for office among them,—men who would
de-a -bad, or omit the performance of a good ac-
tion, for the sake of place or preferment. No,~—I
know they have not, or if thcy have, the number of
suich is small indeed.. :
At the commencersz of the present administra-
tion, most of the offices in the state were filled by
republicans. The anathemas of power, and the
omnipotence of the council, have been, for years,
held up to their vigwhy its minions, and fulminated
over their heads. Yer I know of no clear instance, in
which any one of thewfas.shrunk from the great duty
which bound him to his honour, his party, and his coun-
try. With such men, we have nothing to fear,—
they must succeed. Infact, the tools of administra-
tion are, at this maiient,” every where recoiling
with shame and conf"lgi_(_m,- from the observation of
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that virtue which they conld not sedace; and that
firmness which they could riot shake,

I must not, h()W(‘V(‘I‘ for a moment be "nderr-
stood as believing, or supposing it possible, that a
very respectable proportion of the federal: mem-
bers can, by any means, he bmnght to pursue - the
course which has heenspoken of, I entertainnosuch
impression; on the contrary, I should think that thas
degeneracy which could brook tt, is by no means universal ;
that there is enough of the spirit which once actna-
ted the party left to prevent it: to think otherwise
would be to hold them light indeed. Such is not
my estimate of them, for whatever may be our im-
pression of some of them, there is reason to believe
that there are those who will show you, by their
conduct on this occasion, that they are deserving
of your esteem, your respeciyand ‘your confidence.
On former occasions, such examples have been
found amongst them, and if they are wanting now,
let our conduct, nevertheless, be distinguished by
Iiberality, justice, patriot /il

Buj I have done—I have endeavoured to satisfy
you that Mr. King has claims on the gratitude of
the people, for being useful and faithful when thou-
sands were found wantingstiat he is eminently
qualified for the station’ which he has already so
honourably filled ; that great advantage would re-
sult to our country. from s reappointment; that he
may now be elected by us with honour to ourselves
and credit to our party. . My reasons are submit-
ted with deference and respeci for your judgment.

| strenuously opposed his arpomlmeut last winter

—I am ready to support at the next. What
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little interest 1 have, and (he small influence T en-

Joy; will be cheerfufiy employed fo promote the

~Mmeasure, [ repeat, my reasons are before yOu—

examine for yourselves, and when youhave delibe-

rated, aet openly and freely, and above all he
“ JUST AND FEAR Nor.”

. A Republican Member of the Legislature.
December, 1819.
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