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SENATOR' OLIN D" JOHNSTON

RICHARD MANNING JEFFERIES

A TnntsuTE

No man in soutlr carori'na's history deooted, hi,msetf more to perfech.onin publi'c seruice than di,d, R . M-. J ef f eri,e s, f ormer Go, ernor, stoteSenator, educator, neuspaper man and cham'yion of pubh,c pouer.
^!" 1958, du-ring the ceremony unoei,ri.ng his' portra,it i.n the senate
Chamber i,n the State .H-ouse, iespondi,ng".to the ^oiy pr:o["es heaped
upon hi'm that day, _Ddck Jefferi,ei said,, "r shail "oitliu, to gzt:e thehest tlt,at i,s i.n me." Then, i,n th,e words of the poet, he promzsed,,to
st,ire, to seek, to fi,nd and, not to yi,erd." Nothing iourd'd,escribe thelife of R. M. Jefferi,es-i,n-rerationihi,p to hi.s seirice to ty',e state of
South Carol.ina more aptly than these words.

It i,s an honor to be able-to say tlr,at I lcnew this man i,ntimately and
that I could call hi.m my close fri,end. Unknowi,ngly, Mr. Jelfertei bui,tt
duri'ng his li,feti,me a monument to hi,msetl *nnZn wi.il cause sout,k
c-arol'intans'in futur-e generati,ons to remember and reaere him. Thi,s i.s
the south caroli,na Publi,c serai.ce Authori,ty which most of us knou as
santee-cooper. ln no other endeatsor dla nuk Jefferi,es more success-
fully 2g,rry out the poet's cred,o,,,to striae, to se'ek, to find and not toyield." It was hi.s strdui,ng, his seeki,ng, hi,s fi,ndi.ng and his deter_
mi,nati,on not to yi,eld to a multitude of attacks agai,n-st santee-cooperthat resulted i,n the construction and, successfLl operatdon of this
aaluable i,nstrument of our State Gooernment.

In the General Assembly, senator Jeff eries f ound no proposed legi,s-
lati,on too small, too large or too uni,nteresteng for hi,m to sciutindae witlt,
meti,culous care, always seekinE to eli,mi,nate tmperfecti.ons and, to
amend ui,th ne ce s sary coruecti,ons .

south caroli,na truly lost one of the most capabre people of our ti,me
and i,t is unli,kely that he wi,ll eoer be forgotten:

OLIII D. JOHNSTON
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examination in Decerril;eL,
19L2.

In the brief peri.gil ilel \\,er,,r
graduation aud admisslr.;,r tu
the bar, Jefferies tnt-;i crl tct
Ridgeland, South Car,tltir.r
where he served&s Super.rrrt.rr-
dent of the elementar_v sr,irorrl,
aSSisted in the forrrrirtitrii uf
Jasper County, serverL :rs
Jasper eounty's first Srrlrt,r'-
intendent of Edrrcatio,i, a riJ
founded the Jaspe r ()irr trr Ly

Herald newspaper.
Lr Juty of 1911 1\,'lr', .It-,fI, i i.:s

married Annie Keith S;,i1:i;rF,e

of Walterhoro, whunr lit, i:;;.rI
met while a studerrt ilt thn
University of South fl,r-r'i-;r !rr,;.,

The Jefferies had iv.,o i. tiili.j "

ren, a daughter', Mr,s. A rlrrir:
Keith Jefferies lJirger, itilit ii.

son, Riehard A,{a.nning ,it,i--
feries, Jr" Mrs. Unge,r:s liLr,; *

5

f-.ra1rrCi, II, \Aru.yrie tJnger, prac-,
tiut-rs lalr' iii Walterhti;:tt with
ic.ffe-i.ies, 1\,1c Leod, Ilnger anct
F1'.1ser. Rlchartl N{ir.nriirig Jef*
ielies, J-r'- marriecl ElnitSr
R.i'i-;\r'rr, ihe iiaugLrter: cf Seiiator
EJgirr -{. B.r'urr ir r,f [;ur.rrweli
t--fin1., . r\1,'. Jclfe,,jes Ji . |rfar.-
tices iaii' ii'itir Scnatuit tJr,,ijwi-i
iii -tsar'rrvi'eli.

Atter adinrs=roiL to i.he bztr.
Lliu futi;re 3e iratrr: .j-:ffe r-ies
arril liis \i.,ile lricrirell tl., \4ratte,:-
l;Orir rrrhe;:e h€ ',,rras i;pi-ririntecl
tjollet*n Cli;i.trrtii's 1t'lir.SLel ir.r

tJiluitJi arii:l Ser-,red irr th,et cjflrce
Lrtttil it was *onrbj+,eij t,ith Prrr.-
ha[r: JuCge iLi 19"1t], ai wliiL:[i
Lirrre he v/as electtrcl ljrci-b:rte
.lrrrlg.,, cx ufit+j,-l fulal,lt ,'.

hr 1926 UIr, Jeffer,ies lvas
c-ir:i:tcd tc i:epl"esent elolietr;n
Ctunty in t,he Soutli CaroliLia
,:lenate, * positian i:e iie liL uoil-"

\,

\

timrously fol t.ne riext thiritr-,
two years rarith crrie l-rrief ei-
ceptioir. '1 his ur:ci;r,r:ec1 iir
March, 19212" ll't:e late tJur.ii.i
ft, Nlayfranli, r,1z!1jli. serii:LirB as
Ciover'rrot', rau fclr,the Ir, S.
Senate arid lvas elrt:terl, He\,nra,-
Succeeded l-r_V Lt, Gitvorni:i, J.
E ir.Lile IIa.rley, rr ho,1ied i;r r:ffit:c
allt.;r Oriiy a feir,riioirths, As
I/resicleiit Frc, 'i'*,ri1ri.rr.tj cf the
Sta.te Sen:rtt', Senator,)trffu;ies
r. Llf:('ngil6'--l tL, 'ihe (;if.!r-:e uf CiOv--
einor arid sei'vrr(l ili;.1.1.1 .iitn'iia.r:,i-
t,f J li i;i, .lr.ir,.r le :, r,r,itS tlr.
seCoi.rLl rrri-it iir ili,;utl:i {,li.r"ri.,J.ina
tr; suc:ir*eil tci lliat ttfficr,, fr orir
Li;c pc;sitirin r,f Flesr.k:rit pr"a,

Terrrl-r(lre ctf tht-- Senitl,e, '.I-lie

frr'st was Lrir-r\,erriot' Jeter, v,ho
w'as alsu lroi'ri irr Lr irir;rr ()ururt'y'."

(.ir r!* r"rr,lr" .j,:l ler.ics rlitl rrot\
(lho{.)se [r: run fr;r the offiue
of Cirk:f fJxt,trutive tri ti,e Stale

Richard I\,1. Jefferies as prin-
cipal of Ridge lariil O;ad od
School,191l"

Youug Senator R. Nl . Jeff.:rits at his tlr:sk
in the Senate Chailber. 1930.
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Board of Directors of the S" C. Public Service
Authority, May 24, 1954. Left to right belorv are
Directors R. S" LaFaye, J. R. Wiliiams, Jr., E. T.
McGee, Chairman J. ll . Hammond, General Manager
Jefferies, W. G" Jackson, E. L. Skipper and C" L"
Busbee"

t

in the next election year, but
chose again to offer as State
Senator from Colleton County.
'He was reelected anil remained
in the Senateuntil 1958" Richard
Jefferies was the first man
in the history of the State of
South earolina to he elected
to the Senate for eight con-
secutive terms; Senator Edgar
A, Brown was the second. He
was elected for the eighth time
in 1956.

Asr a mem'ber of the Senate,
Jefferies served as Chairman
of many committees including
Highrvays, Education, Finance,
Rules, and Constitution Be-
vision, He also served as
chairman of the Committee on
Rural E lectrific ation, Jefferies
spearheaded the movemeut to
build the South Carolina Pub1ic
Service Authority (Santee-

SOUTH CAROLINA MAGAZINE, JULY 1964

Cooper)" Having secured the
necessary legislation for ttre
projeet he served it as Special
Attorney, General Council, and
became its first and only Gen-
eral Manager in L943, a posi-
tion he held until his death in
1964,

During his tenure as Gen-
eral iVlanager the Authority's
operations were most success-
ful. Highlights of this period
included the construction of a
fifteen rnillion dollar steam-
electric gerierating station near
Moncks Corner, the extension
of Santee*Cooper's transmis-
sion lines to serve seventeen
rural eiectric eooperatives io-
cated in thirty*four corinties
corr.strueted under a contract
with Central Electric Power
Cooperative, Inc,, the eon-
struction of modern new build*

Generai \{iinagtrr Jr,ffloriris at a hlav, 1963 syst'em-
w'ide S.. C. Public Service.\ut,irirrily safety meeting
he id at, \1 anrpcc,,

ings to house the princiPal of-
fice in Moncks eorner and the
District Office in Myrtle Beach,
and at the time of his death,
REA financing had been ar-
rangeri and contracts were
being awardecl for the construc-
tion of a newtwenty-sevenmil-t
Iion dollar steam-electric gen-
erating station near Conway.
Under the genius of his astute
iegal and sound rnanagerial
Ieadership, the State's equitY in
the Santee-eooper proiect, ex-
*iusive of federal grants, in-
ereased from $976,853,75 in
1943 to $21,504.42 in 1963.

Lr Richard Manning Jefferies
Scuih Car*lina lost an outstand-
ing statesman, and anunselfish
public servarit.

FirAt
rtfutu! l@tzto

llolionol Assoriolion

lor l,lentol Heolth
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Governor Jefferies being administered Oalh a'q

Governor of S" C. by A-ssociate Justice E' 1," F'ish-
burne of S" C" Supreme CourL in Governor Jefferies
home in lValterboro, March l, l9+2" Left to right are

Justice Fishburne, Governor Jeff eries, Colonei J. Nl ,

Witsell, and the Reverend. J" A" \t/ard.."

Governor Jefferies, LieutenanL Juanita Redmond
and General Ei chleberger en route to a rally held
on the State House grounds corrntemorating the
soldiers who died on Bataan, Julv, 1942"""

President Fra,nklin D" Roosevelt turns around bo

hear Lieutenant General Ben Lear and Govertror
Jefferies during a pause in the October 1942 inspec"
lion of Fort Jackson, SouLh Carolii-ia...
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Governor R. M. Jefferies with his brother, George
D" Jefferies of Gaffney at the Governor's birthplace,
Star Farm ,7 942 ". .

The Governor (right of center) addresses
Monroe rally in May of 1542"."

a Lucy

Together in Statuary Hall in the U. S. Capitol ir
the summer of 1945 near ihe end of World War II arr
(left to right) Robert S. Lafaye and James H"Hammonr
of the -South Carolina Public Service Authority
Former Governor Robert A. Cooper, Former Governo'
(Senator) Olin D. Johnston, Former Governor (Senator
Burnet R" Maybank, William C" Johnston and Le<
I\4. Davis of the South Carolina Public Service Author
ity, and Former Governor R" M" Jefferies.
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Governor R. M. Jefferies signing the diplorna of his son,
R. M. Jefferies, Jr" Dr. J. Rion McKissick, right, University
of South Carolina President looks on"

R.

"If there was such a thing
as an irreplaceable man in
public life, Diek Jefferies was
the man"t'

That was the comment of
State Sen" Edgar A. Brown of
Barnwell on learning of the
death Monday 0f R.M" Jefferies,
his life-longfriend and political
ally who for a brief period wa6,,
governor of South Carolina,

'ul've often said, and Irepeat
now, I think Sen" Jefferies was
the best posted man on state
government--one of the most
profound students of govern-
ment-*Pve known in mytime.t'

Sen, Brown's daughter is
married to Jefferies' son, R. M.
Jefferies Jx", a partner in
Brown's law firm.

Brown said young Jefferies
was en route to Charleston,
planning to fly his father to a
New York hospital, when word'
was received that Jefferies had
died,

IO SOUTH CAROLINA MAGAZINE. JULY 1964
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FFER'ES HONORED BY I,EG'SLATORS

Jefferies had been success-
fully treated at PresbYterian
Center Hospital in New York
a few years ago for lung eon-
gestion, He had entered RoPer
Hospital for treatment of the
lung ailment.

Former Gov, Ernest F. Hol-
lings and former Lt, Gov. Bur-
net R. Maybankcalled Jefferies
death "a tremendous Ioss."

Hollings said: "Thedeathof
Mr, Jefferies is a realtragedY
and a tremendous loss to the
state, He was the most compe-
tent and by far the hardest
s'orking public servant I have
ever worked with. He single
handedly ran Santee-CooPer
and did it most successfullY."

Maybank said: '*I was verY
distressed to learn of hls death,
He served South Carolina with
distinction. His loss rvillbefelt
tremendously in our state. In
addition to his duties with the
South Carolina Public Service

SOUTH CAROLINA MAGAZINE, JULY I964

Commission, he undertook a
great rnany other tasks in an
advisory capacitY and his coun-
sel will certainlY be missed."

In Washington, Sen. Olin D.
Johnston, D-S,C., said :

"The peoP1e of South Caro-
lina have lost a great servant
and leader in R. M. Jefferies,
who was a man of tremendous
perserverance and this qualitY
led him to accomPlish manY
monumental works for our
state, where others would have
failed.

"His foresight resulted in
helping our state to be Pre-
pared to meet the electric gen-
eration needs for the industrial
expansion of South Carolina'

"I{is work in the state Sen-
ate as a brilliant law1'er span-
ning 32 years,:and his term as
governor helPed to mold much
of our creditable sound state
government policies.

"His service and wise coun-

selling will be sadlY missingin
our state government, and in
our Democratic PartY, towhich
he was so loyal and devoted.
His fighting spirit was in the
true South Carolina traditlon--
respected by his oPPonents and
revered by his friends."

Roger C, Peace, formerU.S.
senator said:

"Jefferies sPent his whole
life in what he regarded as the
promotion and develoPment of
South Carolina, He was instru-
mental in the creation of the
South Carolina PreParedness
for Peace Commission during
the days of World War II of
which I served as chairman,

"This led primarilY into the
creation of the South Carolina
Developrnent Board as it later
became and was instmmental
and continues to be effective in
the expanding industrY of South
Carolina,

\
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Santee'Gocper Access Program Started
By jEFFERSON C. FULLER, JR.

ChieI oI Fisheries

\e

\}

"..1 lons t-ime need is beingful_
filled on the Santee-Coop.i n"_servoirs with the construction
of nine access areas so that
hunters, fishermen and pleas_
ure riders will have place tolaunch their boats. Attfrorghboth public and commercial
landing have been available
since the comptetion of thereservoirs, these have neverbeen adequate to meet the
steadily increasing numbers
of sportsmen. Thepresent con_
struetion will stili not fill the
need entirely but will aileviate
mueh of the load,

Generally these areas will
consist of a parking lot, Iaunch_

ing ramp and possibly aecess
canals. Fifty percent of the
funds for eonstruction work
was obtained from the federal
government through the Ac_
celerated public Works pro_
gram. Land for the areas was
granted to the Wildlife Re_
sources Department bythe San_
tee-Cooper Authority.
,. Following is a brief descrip_
tion of each area. AtI of tire
launching ramps are double_
size (20 feet wide) reinforced
concrete with rough surfaces
to assure traction.tach park-
ing lot is roughly one acre insize, covered with crushed
stone and bounded on three

sides by a steel cable:
BERKELEY COUNTY:

1, West Dike Landing: Lo_
cated at the end of tf,e dike
approximately four miles westof Moncks Corner, it contains
lqnp, parking lot and canal.
The canal is needed to assure
access to deep water evendur_
ing periods of low water. This
gan-al is approximately BbO feetin length, fifteen feei wide atthe bottom and has side slopesof 1 I/z to t.

2. Biggins Tailrace: Located
northeast of Moncks Corner onthe east side of the tailrace
Canal, across the canal from

CHESTER COUI\TY

J, T/l"^ortam

Senalor

Richard Manning Jefferies

t889-1964
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l:-= "government locks". Area
! -- - lucles only a Parking lot. A' :lminous-surfaced road and

-,--! ramp were Present Prior
: - this project.

;3. Thonrley SuMivision: Lo-
-::ed approximatelY five miles
:- -::ths'est of Moncks Corner on
- .xe Illoultrie. Area includes a

'-rking Iot, boat ramp and

- -.-:-11. 'Ihe canal will be aP-
:::.timatelY 450 feet in length'
- -: ieet wide at the bottom and
:.---,-e side slopes of t t/Z to L,

=. \\4rite Point Beach: Lo-
. ..::rl trvo miles west of Bon-
,: l-1.1 on l,ake Moultrie at the

=.'.: of paved road 42 (Black
- ..; Road), This Project will
- -:--srst only of a doubled-sized
--:--,:rete launching ramp and
.,--:et piling to Protectthe ramP
- r :l \\'ave action"

. R.\\GEBI.]RG COUNTY :

-. Cathead Landing: Located
: roximatelv two miles north-

1 =s: of Eutaw SPrings on Lake
l,-:r1oII, Project includes a
.lking area and boat launch-

---I rnmp,
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CALHOUN COUNTY:
L. Calhoun Subdivision: Lo-

cated approximatelY three
miles north of Elloree, Pro-
ject will consist of a Parking
area and boat launching ramP-

2. Low Falls Landing: Lo-
cated approximatelY three
miles east of Lone Star, Pro-
Ject will consist of a Parking
area, boat launching ramP and
canal. The canal will be aP-
proximately 850 feet in length,
10 feet wide at the bottom with
side slopes on a LL/zto l-ratio.

CLARENDON COUNTY:
1. Taw Caw Creek: Located

approximately 20 miles south-
west of Manning on Lake
Marion. Project will include a
parking area and Jooat launching
ramp"

2. Rowland Subdivision: Lo'
cated approximately L2 miles
south of Manning on Lake
Marion, Project will consist of
a parking area and a boat
launching ramp,
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