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HE PURPOSE of this Directory and

g Year Book is to better acquaint

you with your fellow members,

officers and the Club and its
operations. We feel it will be of genuine
benefit to you as a member and to stim-
ulate your interest in the Club affairs.

This book is confidential and should be
kept in your possession as a member and

not be used for unethical purposes.

Your membership card must be pre-

sented upon request.

Board of Directors

ORPHEI SINGING CLUB

1332 W. Irving Park Road
Chicago 13, lllinois
Telephone WEllington 5-6200




THE BEGINNING OF ORPHEI SINGING CLUB

One Saturday evening in August of 1896, a group of
young singers and a young musician by the name of
Gustaf A. Carlson, met on the north side of Chicago
to discuss organizing a chorus. After a long discussion,
they still had not come to any decision, and so they
decided to meet the following Sunday. At this meeting
an additional group of singers attended. A temporary
chairman and secretary were selected and the subject
of the chorus was again brought up. Axel Widmark
made a motion to organize this chorus —and call it
the Orphei Sangarklubb, which, in later years, was
changed to the Orphei Singing Club.

Here their first officers were elected: Hermann Hagg,
Chairman, Axel Widmark, Secretary, and Gustaf Carl-
son, Director.

After the club was organized, rehearsals were begun.
Their first rehearsals were held in Mr. Lundberg’s
tavern, located on Clark Street near Roscoe Street.

The club began to grow in membership, and in a
short while they had enough members to start plan-
ning for a concert. Their first concert was given on
February 20th, 1897, in Spelz Hall, located on Clark
and Fletcher Streets, together with the Viking Band —
all under the direction of Gus Carlson. This concert
was a tremendous success and attracted more young
singers to join the club.

At this time, the Orphei Singing Club had a large
chorus, and because of the club’s growth, a larger hall
for rehearsals was needed. Therefore, a decision was
made to rent Spelz Hall, and it was in this hall that
the Orphei Singing Club decided to join the American
Union of Swedish Singers. It was also here that the
idea of having a clubhouse of their own was born.
More members were needed and a motion was made
and seconded that associate members be admitted. A
committee, previously appointed, reported that they
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had found a house on School Street near Clark, which
could be used for a clubhouse. This house was not in
the best of condition — and needed quite a few repairs
and would have to be redecorated. However, after a
lot of work by the club members, it was put into fairly
good condition.

Finally the big day arrived — The Grand Opening of
the clubhouse. The celebration lasted several days.

Election of officers then took place, and all were re-
elected — with the exception of the Chairman, Her-
mann Hagg and John B. Olson was elected in his
place. By-laws were drawn up and a charter was
obtained. This charter was signed by Axel Widmark,
Hermann Hagg, Helmer Lagerquist, Hugo Swanson,
Rudolph Hallgren, P. A. Berg and A. F. Bernhardt.
The Orphei Singing Club was legally incorporated on
February 20th, 1899.

The club’s first participation in a Singers’ conven-
tion took place in Rockford, Illinois in the year 1900.

On October 1st, 1902, Gus Carlson, the Director,
resigned, and Joel Mossberg was elected in his place.
On April 11th, 1903, a concert was held in Lincoln
Turner Hall located on Clark Street, under the direc-
tion of Joel Mossberg. This was another big success
for the club, and as a result, the Orphei singers were
requested to perform at many outings, which were
given by the Viking and Svithiod Orders. In 1905, the
club took a very active part in a convention which was
held in Chicago.

The Orphei Singing Club sponsored many activities
which were attended by such prominent and famous
people as State’s Attorney Harry Olson and Mayor
Dunne of Chicago.

On November 29th, 1906, the Orphei Singing Club
was destroyed by fire. Clifton Hall, on the corner of
Clifton and Belmont, was rented for rehearsals, and a
Building Committee was appointed to restore the old
clubhouse. An agreement was made with the owner
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that a contract be signed, stipulating the payment of
$60 per month for a 5-year period. Work was begun
immediately, and on March 19th, 1907 another Grand
Opening was held. Concerts and parties were con-
tinuously held until 1914. After that the singers began
to drop out until only ten or twelve remained.

Very little was heard about the Orphei Singing Club
until 1926 when they purchased a new clubhouse at
3541 North Clark Street. It was not until 1932, how-
ever, that the Orphei Club took new life. The Nord-
stjernans Singing Club rented the Orphei hall for
their rehearsals. It was also at this time that their
beloved leader, Gus Carlson, passed away.

The year 1943 was one of the most outstanding years
in the Orphei’s history as the Nordstjernans singers
joined with the Orphei singers — under the direction
of Harold Werme. In 1947, the club elected Sigurd
Fredrickson as their director, but he was only able to
serve a short time. Arnold Alenius was then elected
to serve in his place.

In 1954, the Orphei Singing Club moved into their
new, modern and beautiful clubhouse — the clubhouse
of today which is located at 1332 Irving Park.



PAST PRESIDENTS
OF THE ORPHEI SINGING CLUB

HILMER LAGERQUIST ............ Charter Member
FIOHNTAESON .. ... 0 o et e ST 1896
BERMAN HAGE: . voivivivsassosbossesiivaoaviiog 1897
SAREL  SWANBORG ....ccooscsiossasanansanans 1903
ERNST W. CARLSON (Sweden) .....cccccevvevas 1924
RIS TN $0 2000 o o so oo o es o nisionisinisioisivisieielbls 1926
BEEIRS ARNRIBILIT, .., ..ccc0esscsvs sivioisietaiy it 1934
RO NTATESON . ...ccoocetonssioninesaiasto S 1935
PHILIP BRUNELL ....coccc0vesee 1936-1937-1939-1941
FRED BOLLING .........cc000oseoaniics Pl EREIES 1938
AXEL GEWERIT . ....occconveoosninsoirdeioositiy 1940
ERIE JOHNBON .....c00 0000 00nsnsmonitcinai 1942
PEVECE (GARTEOMN | .. .oosonssesssiaescsbbiiel v ...1943
ATCHOTSIURANIINE L e s resies ara s afeteraietaalahu At eee..1944
SEXTON BRUCE ....... 7% ae Bdle b e S ieteiated i (RN .1945
CART: JOENEGON .0, oiennsisies s sie sttt 1946
ERIE BIBRERONE | s o iseiesins oo asssoann e 1947
HARRY LINDIN .. ...0esseessnsessessssasiiiist 1948
HELMER REHNBERG .....coccot0stssescrecasse 1949
HEGO ERICESON v o s e o i 1950
GHRORGE JOHNBON: .. i .ceiseesesssiensssaionisi 1951
HINAR WICKSTROM .......cccccossssss et 1952
ARVED BENSOIN 00 o aicteeetsoliles s sininihith 1953
HENRY HOCGSEROM .. ..cosoressnsevscscessnesios 1954
EINAR JOHNSON } ....................... 1955
ALFRED LINDAHL ooy

RICHARD “KASESIRRONL oo oivcvoviinissaiaiiati 1956
*Deceased .

EEEEEEEEEEEEET

OFFICERS
T L i S B U R O Olof Bollman
[Eirst=vice President. .. ....vo. oo, Albert Johnson
Second Vice President............ George Marshall, Jr.
Recording Secretary:iisistl wEmatl 00 Gust Linee
Hinancial ‘Secretary. ... .\ 0 o SR Burton Carlson
BEPRSUTCr -, SiREOT GBI Elmer Thybony
BerEeant-at-ATms .........i.c00 e, Philip Brunell

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EINAR WICKSTROM
JOHN RAGNER
MARK MATTSON
RICHARD KALLSTROM

CLUB HOURS

CLUB OPEN DAILY (Except Tuesday)
11:00 AM. to 1:00 A.M.
Friday and Saturday until 2:00 A.M.

Luncheon—12:00 — 3:00 P.M.
Dinner—6:00 — 9:00 P.M.

SUNDAYS

Herring Breakfast—10:00 A.M. —1:00 P. M.
Dinner—2:00 — 8:00 P.M.

Membership Meeting Second Friday of the Month
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COMMITTEES

Investigating Committee

John Klingstedt Harold Werme
Olof Lofgren

House Committee

Albert Johnson, Chairman
Felix Anderson, Secretary
Oscar Roos Sigfrid Bornell
John Sandquist

Entertainment Committee
George Marshall, Jr., Chairman

Eric A. Anderson John Johnson
Anders Hedin Theodore J. Lindquist
Russell W. Holmquist Alan Pearson
Carl H. Johnson Algot Peterson
George P. Johnson Axel Pihl

Auditors
August T. Nelson Walter Oquist
John Klingstedt George Johnson

Arne Wideen

Legal Committee

Dayvid Larson John Nelson
Phil Gothberg
Insurance Committee
August T. Nelson Russell W. Holmquist
Axel Pihl
Finance & Budget Committee
Theodore Lindquist Carl Johnson

Everett Moody

Music Committee

Evert Nordseth, Chairman
Eric Bolinder, Secretary

Walter Oquist Kjell Svedberg
Raymond Helgeson Arnold Alenius
Harold Henning Arne Wideen

Stig Larson
Clarence Carlson, Sgt.-at-Arms
Allan Pearson, Librarian
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CHORUS

Arnold Alenius, Director

First Tenors

Felix Anderson Charles Johnson
Rolf Bjorling Arthur Olson
Burton Carlson Henry Olson

Carl Ernquist Walter Oquist
Robert Fredrickson Sven Eric Owen
H. Raymond Helgeson Helmer Rehnberg
Carl Johnson Herman Simonsen

Second Tenors

Roy Anderson Gustav Olson
Harold T. Bergstrom Alfred Strom
Allan Carlson Gosta Strom
Eric Ernquist Gunner Wessman
Carl Gustavson Einer Wickstrom
Stig Larson Arne Wideen

First Basses

George Anderson Gust Linee

Oke Bergeson Harold Johnson
Eric Clockers Emil Mellquist
George Hallberg Otto Nelson
Leonard Helgeson Hilmer Sandberg
Harold Henning Arthur Sundquist
Ralph Hogstrom Kjell Svedberg
Ronald Hogstrom Harry Thorstenson

Richard Kallstrom

Second Basses

Eric Bolinder F. E. Lundeen
Clarence Carlson Evert Nordseth

Nels Engstrom Nils Okmark
Gustav Hagg Alan Pearson
Arthur Hanson Donald Sley

Henry Hogstrom C. Gustav Wingquist

Richard Johnston



GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

(Note—Figures appearing after city addresses
indicate the Postal Zone number)

A

ADOLFSON, JOHN BIRGER
Retired
Res: 5821 N. Overhill Ave. (31)

ADOLPHSON, GUST T.
Carpenter
Res: 2441 W. Gunnison St. (25) RAvenswood 8-9438

AHLBERG, Sven
Res: 4745 N. Hermitage Ave. (40)

ALENIUS, ERIC ARNOLD
Violinist, Teacher, Musical Director
Chicago Conservatory of Music
410 S. Michigan Ave. (5)
Res: 8430 Marmora Ave.,
Morton Grove, Illinois

ANDERSON, ANDERS

ANDERSON, ARTHUR ERNST
Contractor
1216 W. Jarvis St. (26)
Res: 1216 W. Jarvis St. (26)

ANDERSON, ARVID
Member, Alfred Anderson and Sons
Tuckpointing
4044 N. Ridgeway Ave. IRving 8-6537
Res: 3011 N. Kilpatrick Ave. (41) PAlisade 5-4060

ANDERSON, ARVID SVEN
Sales Engineer, Sko-Die Inc.
8050 Austin Ave., Morton Grove, Ill. ORchard 5-1130
Res: 2834 N. Lockwood Ave. (41) KTldare 5-7739

ANDERSON, AXEL BERNHARD
Supt., Interstate Gen. Contractors
300 W. Washington St. (6) FInancial 6-0635
Res: 3444 N. Springfield Ave. (18) KEystone 9-5353
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SPring 4-5772

HArrison 7-0500
ORchard 3-1484

SHeldrake 3-4919
SHeldrake 3-4919

ANDERSON, AXEL SVEN
Building Contractor, Anderson and Espling
6845 N. Mendota (30) ROdney 3-8205
Res: 6845 N. Mendota (30) ROdney 3-1133

ANDERSON, CARL THURE
Caretaker, Orphei Singing Club
1332 W. Irving Park Rd. (13) WEllington 5-6200
Res: 1332 W. Irving Park Rd. (13) EAstgate 7-1845

ANDERSON, CLARENCE P.
Res: 6811 Higgens Road (31)

ANDERSON, DAVID
Res: 1521 Foster Ave. (40)

ANDERSON, EMIL
Res: 141 Ridge Ave., Evanston, Ill.

ANDERSON, ERIC
Res: 4152 N. Albany Ave. (18)

ANDERSON, ERIC A.
Res: 1451 Cuyler Ave. (13)

ANDERSON, ERIC C.
Res: 853 Newport Ave. (13)

ANDERSON, EVALD A.
Res: 4533 E. Lafayette Blvd., Phoenix, Ariz.

ANDERSON, FELIX S.
Manager, Advertising Dept.
Bankers Life and Casualty Company
4444 W. Lawrence Ave. (30) SPring 7-7000
Ext. 370

" Res: 5357 N. Bowmanville (25) EDgewater 4-7035

ANDERSON, GEORGE
Res: 4533 N. Magnolia Ave. (40)

ANDERSON, GEORGE G.
Rate Clerk, Chicago & Northwestern Ry.
4809 N. Ravenswood Ave. LOngbeach 1-2288
Res: 3822 Drake Ave. (18) IRving 8-5646

ANDERSON, GUNNAR GUSTAV
Toolmaker, Ability Metal
5505 N. Wolcott Ave.
Res: Box 242, Rt. 2 Ingleside, Ill. KImball 6-1580

ANDERSON, HARRY O.
Res: 3813 N. Keystone Ave.
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This archival record has been partially scanned, including covers and initial pages for
each issue. For more information about a particular issue of this publication, please
contact the Swedish American Museum Curator.
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