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- Festligheterna.

Fem ar tillbaka firades fyrtiodrsfest i Beta-
nia, men av vissa skidl blev den ej si storsla-
gen, som den foregdende festen tio ar sedan.
Vi gliddjas Over varje sidan milstolpe som pas-
seras, Oover varje sidant tillfdlle att tacka och
prisa Herren for hans vilgidrningar.

Festligheterna i ar borjade pd Kristi him-
melsfiardsdag med en storartad konsert. Da-
gen sdvidl som texten lyfte vira hjidrtan och
tankar upp till den upphojde Frilsaren, som
ar forsamlingens Herre och biskop. = Synnerli-

gen glddjande var det att pastor C. Emil Berg-

quist hade kunnat komma bdde foér denna
konsert och for den stora festdagen. Hans tal
anslot sig till Apg. 1: 11, 12, och &mnet var:

“Vigion and Service.” Vi skola se pid Jesus,
den uppfarne Frilsaren, och tillbedja honom;
men s skola vi ock gora som apostlarna, vén-
da oss till arbetet som véntar oss i Jerusalem,
d. v. 8. i varje plats diar han kallat oss att
verka, och det med trohet och flit. Festkoren,
Schubert Trio, mr Nordin, prof. Olsson, miss
Hannah Johnson och mr Johnson utforde alla
sina nummer pi ett beromvart sdtt. Hjartligt
tack! Miss Olson hade spelat for koren under
flera veckors oOvning. Kyrkan var fullsatt.
Folket fick dubbelt igen for vad de betalade.
Ja, vem kan mita andlig och sjilisk njutning
med silver och guld? Konserten var en viktig
del av var fyrtofemlrsfest. S#rskilt erkin-
nande giva vi mr C. Johnson for ordnandet
med sing och musik under festligheterna. Det
nya Grand pianot, skdnkt av Priscilla-fore-
ningen, kom synnerligen vil till pass.

Pa fredags eftermiddag holl Ruth Circle sitt
mote (uppskjutet fradn forra veckan) hos mrs
Anna Nelson, 8116 Blackstone ave. En ansen-
lig samling var dir, t. o. m. besokande frén
Moline, Ill. Pastor Bergquist holl ett intres-
sant tal over Jesu ord i Mark. 11: 22: “Haven
tro pd Gud.” Han visade, huru tro pi Gud
uppehéller modet och krafterna under alla om-
stindigheter i livet. Ruth Circle kdnner det-
ta besok och detta tal, som ock mrs V. Eng-
strands besoOk, sdsom en vidlbehdvlig uppmunt-
ran i arbetet. !

Sondagen den 24 var en verklig hogtidsdag
i Betania. Sondagsskolan samlades kl. 9:45
for att lyssna till sin forre pastor. Han talade
om bibelordet och vikten av att man gor sig
vil bekant ddrmed. Orden voro riktade sér-
skilt till bibelklasserna. Klockan 10:15 borja-
de festgudstjinsten med psalmen “Hela véirl-
den frojdes Herren.” Dr Lundahl och pastor
Nelson voro liturger. Dr Peter Peterson, kon-
ferensens president, holl festpredikan med led-
ning av dagens evangelium, om den Helige An-
des verksamhet i forsamlingen. Kraftigt och
tydligt framholl han forsamlingen sisom en
gudomlig stiftelse, den Helige Ande sésom
hjalpare for sdvidl den enskilde som forsam-
lingen, hans anvéndning av ménskliga red-
skap, troende pastorers och medlemmars lidan-
de for sanningens och evangelii skull, och den
hjialp och trost som Anden giver, Dr Peterson
namnde att forsamlingen i Andover, den forsta
i synoden, i dessa dagar firat sin 75-arsfest.
Huru gott och nyttigt det dr att vid sdrskilda
tillfdllen halla hogtid och padminna oss Guds
stora ndd och vilsignelse under gingna A&r.
Pastor Bergquist frambar hjartlig hélsning
frin sin familj, erinrade om trevliga minnen
ifrAn sin tid i Betania samt avslutade med
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nagra ord over ett tdnkesprak. Héirlig sang
presterades av koren och miss Eccedora Nel-
son. Kn av psalmerna som sjongs var 135, om
den Helige Andes bistdnd ibland oss. Hog-
tidsskaran var ej si stor som vi véantat, till en
del kanske beroende pa viaderleken. Det var
ovanligt kallt och det t. o. m. sndade litet den
dagen. Men det var ljuvligt i Betaniakyrkan
den dagen.

Vid 3-tiden samlades vi ater. Pastor A. F.
Bergstrom lidste om de tio jungfrurna och om
de anfortrodda punden (Matt. 25) och ledde i
bon. -Pastor Nelson gav en kortfattad historik
over forsamlingens stiftelse och fyrtiofeméariga
verksamhet. Vi hade glddjen att hora distrik-
tets ordforande, pastor Gottfred Olson. Han
uttalade distriktets hjartliga tillonskan av lyc-
ka och Guds vilsignelse. Pastor C. Hougstad
fran norska kyrkan pa 80de och Burnham ta-
lade om formanen och betydelsen av att dga
Guds rena ord och sakramenterna och uppma-
nade till trohet i bruket ddrav. Pastor Detjen
fran den tyska kyrkan pa Burley ave. uttryckte
det hoppet, att vara olika synoder méatte ndrma
sig varandra allt mer och i en snar framtid

bliva en miktig amerikansk luthersk kyrka i
landet. Pastorerna Fors, Martens och Wer-
hahn voro hindelsevis ej med pi eftermidda-
gen. Dr Lundahl talade om forsamlingen si-
som en evighetsvarelse med ungdomligt liv.
Pastor Bergquist talade om Betanias livaktig-
het under hans tid och gratulerade henne till
fortsatt framging i verksamheten. Han pastod
att det var jamforelsevis ldtt att samla pengar
under krigstiden till orgeln och mycket annat.
Mrs Engstrand k#nde sig adnnu for. mycket
rord vid tanken pi sin mans franfdlle i Betania
for att siga mer dn ndgra ord. Mr Linman
framforde i stdllet hennes hidlsning och hennes
hjartliga tack for inbjudningen hit. Pastorn
uppldste ett hédlsningstelegram fran mrs J. Vi-
belius. Programmet héjdes med orgelnummer
av miss Hannah Johnson, skona singer av mr
Johnson och miss Stromwall. Forsamlingen
sjong Hymnal-sdngerna 129 och 138. Den se-
nare ir singen: ‘“Now thank we all our God.”
Pastor Brandelle avslutade med bon och val-
signelsen. Efter detta intressanta program
serverades smakliga forfriskningar av vara
snélla kvinnor, vilket beredde en stunds soci-
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ellt samkvdm och gjorde det ldttare for manga
att vara med vid aftongudstjansten.

Detta var en annan hirlig stund i Herrens
gardar. Pastorn ldste senare delen av Ps. 118,
innehallande dessa ord: “Detta dr den dag som
Herren har gjort, latom oss pid den frojdas och
vara glada... Ordnen eder i hogtidsled.” Pas-
tor Bergquist holl en kraftig predikan over
Apg. 3: 19, 20, om battring och tider av veder-
kvickelse frdn Herren. Endast sanna kristna
kunna fa tider av vederkvickelse, och sidana
ha kommit till de troende i alla tidsskeden.
Arsfester dro sddana stunder. Vi bedja och
hoppas att det matte bliva en allvarlig bittring
i alla delar av vart land, att en pingstvind
matte bldsa over allt vart folk. Dr Lundahl
talade over de forsta orden i sdngen: “Hela
vigen gir han med mig”, och framholl Her-
rens underbara godhet och ledning. Hymnal-
sangerna 101 och 304 sjongos, och Girls’ chorus,
mr Johnson och koren forhojde hogtidsstidm-
ningen med sina singnummer. Betania dlskar,
sdsom sig bor, sin forne ldrare. Hans konfir-
mander hade berett honom denna kvill en rik-
tig overraskning. Eftersom han si snart skul-
le resa, fick han strax efter sin predikan ett
officiellt tack av pastorn, och darpa triddde mr
Clarence Bergquist fram och overlimnade A&t
honom & konfirmandernas vignar en priktig
silverbdgare sdsom ett minne ifrdn dem och
fran Betanias fyrtiofemarsfest. P& hans begi-
ran sjongs en singvers, varefter han uttryckte
sin stora Overraskning och sitt hjartliga tack
for védnligheten och gdvan. N&gra av de unga
méannen foljde honom till stationen. Vi tacka
igen for det kédra besdket. Gudstjdnsten avslu-
tades med ett innerligt “Herren vare tack och
lov” samt vélsignelsen.

Hélsning frédn distriktet hade framburits pa
sondags eftermiddag, men pa tisdag voro alla
dess pastorer och andra vidnner med och del-
togo i den gemensamma glidjen. Forst sam-
talales over Jes. 11: 2, om den Helige Andes
egenskaper och uppenbarelse pi jorden. Pas-
tor A. T. Fant holl ett grundligt inlednings-
foredrag, som troligtvis blir synligt i Augus-
tana. Flera pastorer utvecklade mycket vil
punkterna angivna i texten. Samme Ande som
vilade pA Herren Jesus vill ocksd vila pa hans
forsamling, och det i rikligt matt, ja, Johannes
sdger t. o. m., att Gud icke giver Anden efter
métt, si overflodande stor #r hans nads rike-
dom. Né&r denna session var over, hade pasto-
rerna sitt affirsmote och behandlade program-
met for sommargudstjinsterna vid Alderdoms-
hemmet. Vidare beslots det att rekommendera
till missionsstyrelsen att den kallar en “Field
Secretary” till med Chicago Heights sdsom
hans forsta falt.

Vid 6-tiden satte vi oss ned till vdl dukade
bord i kyrkans kapellvaning, dekorerad for
tillfdllet av Ruth Circles medlemmar. Kvinno-
foreningens kommitté serverade smakliga rit-
ter, “a course dinner”. OmKkring 75 personer
voro med vid denna bankett. Ett med festen
anpassat program utfordes. Dr Lundahl holl
ett tal till de tre “charter” medlemmarna nér-
varande och nagra andra som voro med i
Betania under de forsta aren. En munter
hédlsning gavs oss av mr And. Ringman frian
dotterforsamlingen Betesda, och en annan
hjartlig hilsning framfordes av mr L. F. Nel-
son fran den yngre dottern, Tabor. D&rpa ta-
lade pastor Brandelle fran den tredje grann-
forsamlingen négra behjartansvirda ord och
gav Ps. 5: 12, 13 sisom tAnkesprdk. Dirnist
talade mr Linman & de dldres vidgnar och tac-
kade for den heder som bevisades dem. Pastor
Nelson framholl deras trohet och uthéllighet
sdsom ett exempel att efterfolja. Pastor Olson
tackade fruntimren for den rikliga méltiden.
En trevlig stund var det i sanning.

Gudstjdnst holls pd kvidllen. Sedan Hymnal-
sangen 114 sjungits, predikade pastor Tolin pa
svenska over senare delen av Luk. 24:de kap.,
om “Guds forsamlings saliga lott.” Han visa-
de att denna lott dr salig, emedan Gud infriar
sina 16ften; emedan han ger oss nad att med
uthallighet verka hans verk; och emedan Guds
forsamling utgor ett lyckligt Betania, over vil-
ket Frilsaren vilsignande upplyfter sina hin-
der. Det var en hérlig predikan, som riktade
vara blickar upp till honom, som fortfarande
vilsignar sin forsamling., Pastor Gregg predi-
kade pid engelska Over Heb. 8: 6-13, och detta
var hans dmne: “Kristi kyrka har blivit stif-
tad, 4r jag en medlem i densamma? Kristi
kyrka allena har Ordet och syndernas forla-
telse; har den enda rdtta kunskap om Gud;
ir ‘den enda inrdttning pi jorden, dir Guds
vilja sker; giver dess medlemmar hoppet om
medlemskap i den trimuferande forsamlingen i
himmelen. Har du del i allt detta?”

Nésta mote holls fredagskvéllen, da vi fingo
hora korta historiska skildringar av vira fore-
ningar. NAagot mer om dessa blir med tiden
synligt i HEerpE-ROSTEN. Mrs Viktoria Eng-
strand borjade med ett fint orgelsolo. De som
talade voro: Miss Ida Mattson for sondagssko-
lan, miss Ethel Nelson for Willing Workers,
mr Thor Johnson for Mission Band. Luther
League representerades av miss Josephine
Young, Priscilla Society av miss Helen Lind,
koren av miss Anna Linman. Kvinnoforening-
ens historik framstédlldes av mrs Alf. Ander-
son, Bethany Brotherhood av mr Alf. Young.
Héndelsevis talade ingen over Ruth Circle,
men en artikel ddrom blir snart synlig i var
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tidning, Miss Helen Olander overraskade oss av dagens text. Mr Johnson sjong ett mycket
med ett trevligt, enkelt festpoem. Alla voro vackert solo. Konfirmanderna och manga and-
intressanta skildringar. I synnerhet fick ung- ra gingo till Herrens bord. Det var en salig
domen en grundligare kdnnedom om Betanias stund i Herrens tempel.
historia. Pastor Hedberg holl ett gott tal over P4 kvillen, fastin mycket varmt, voro manga
dmnet: “Forsamlingens inflytande”, ett myc- i kyrkan, flera &n en del vigade tro, och vi
ket passande tal for var fest. Mrs Hedberg njoto av ett ganska utforligt gudstjinstprogram.
sjong ett vackert solo, och de bdda sjongo en  Ppastorn ldste episteln, om den Helige Andes
fest-duett. Mr Johnson och mrs Engstrand utgjutande, och ledde i bon. Forsamlingen
spelade ett vackert pianosolo tillsammans. For- sjong sangerna 118, 57, 10 och 236 i Hemlands-
samlingen sjong Hemls. 1, 144 och 196. sdngboken. Koren sjong &dter en hirlig sing.
Sondagen den 31 maj var &ter en stor dag i Dr Fors, méngarig pastor i distriktet och
Betania. Dagen forut var den egentliga ars- sldkting till pastor Martinson, predikade p&
dagen, sdsom ock ‘“Memorial Day”, och fastin svenska over Apg. 1: 8, om forsamlingens mis-
flera medlemmar och vianner hade rest bort sionsuppgift, samt 6ver Ps. 48: 10-15, om de
for ett par dagar, si& var dock en ansenlig synliga resultaten av var konferens’ och synods
skara nédrvarande. Forst hade sondagsskolan verksamhet. Direfter talade mr Linman. Han
festgudstjidnst, d4 miss Mattson, forestdndarin- tackade alla som deltagit i festprogrammet,
na, holl ett kort tal over dmnet: ‘“Aterblick gav en kort teckning av Betanias pastorer och,
och utsikt.” Pastorn sade ock nagra ord. med tanke pi gravsmyckningsdagen, talade en
Girl$’ Chorus sjong en fin sing. Mycket gott stund om vAra gossar som gingo ut i landets
kan sigas om Betanias sondagsskola. Vid fol- tjdnst. Efter honom introducerades pastor
jande gudstjdnst firades Herrens heliga natt- Wm. Martens frédn grannférsamlingen Imma-
vard, Mrs Thure V. Olson intogs p& betyg och nuel, den &dldsta lutherska forsamlingen i South
hilsades vialkommen. Pastorns dmne for skrif- Chicago. Han upptrddde med en rod ros i han-
tetalet var: “If you love Jesus”, med ledning den, och i anslutning till Hoga Visan 2: 1, 2
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liknade han forsamlingen vid en ros i sin ut-
bildning och doft och vid en lilja i den od-
mjukhet hon bor dga i sin Herres tjdnst. Han
slutade med en uppmaning till fortsatt trohet
mot var bekdnnelse. Det var en skon hélsning.
Déarpa fingo vi hora négra hjartliga ord av mrs
Engstrand om hennes vistelse i kidra Betania
samt valonskningar for framtiden. Pastorn
slutade med nigra anmirkningar om medve-
tandet av Guds kallelse och nirvaro i verksam-
heten, att emedan Kristus &r forsamlingens
huvud, 'skola vara problem ldsas och verksam-
heten fortfarande gi framét till hans &ra och
till hans rikes fromma. Alla kénde vi oss
glada och tacksamma till honom for denna
aftonstund i Herrens helgedom.

En hilsning vintades ifrdn pastor Martin-
son. Han hade inbjudits, men kunde tyvéarr
icke komma. Vi anfora hir en del av hans
hilsning, som kom per ‘“air mail” foljande
méandag: “Till forsamlingens #ldre medlemmar
ville jag sdga: I haven orsak till stor glidje,
att de unga tagit vid och fdlja i edra och Kristi
fotspir. -Kvillsolen haller pa att dala for
ménga av eder, men jag vet att I icke &ngren,
att I arbetat och uppoffrat for edert Betania.
Skorden #Ar ju redan hidr uppenbar, men pa
evighetsstranden skall den bliva &nnu mera si.
Gud give eder en riklig och rolig ingdng i var
Herres och Frilsares eviga rike, di snart edra
trotta huvuden lidgga sig till ro.”

Innan vi sluta vilja vi (kyrkoraddet) uttala
ett hjirtligt tack till dem som ské&nkte blom-
mor under festen. Styrelsen har pi ett sir-
skilt sédtt tackat Tredups och Clemenson for
blommor och plantor. Vi tacka hér de vara:
mrs A. B. Anderson, mrs Alf. Anderson, mrs
0. Bergquist, mrs Ola Peterson och Kvinno-
foreningen. Avensd var kéira gist, mrs Vic-
toria Engstrand. Vi tacka ock mr Geo. An-
derson for hans tillsyn med dessa ting, och mr
And. Anderson for hans myckna och trogna
arbete for denna fest. Kyrkan hade blivit for-
skonad for dessa hogtidsdagar bade inviandigt
och hennes front utanfor, hennes ‘“ansikte”.
Vi kunde med avseende bade pa templet och
festligheterna s#dga: “Huru ljuvliga &ro icke
dina boningar, Herre Sebaot!”

Festen #r nu o6ver. Den samlade vara med-
lemmar och vidnner omKkring sidng och musik,
tillbedjan och betraktande av Guds ord och
hans manga vilgdrningar mot oss sedan Beta-
nias organisation och darforut. Forsamlingen
bor kunna sidga: “Genom Guds ndd ar jag vad
jag ar, och hans nidd mot mig har icke varit
fafdng.” MA det goda vi hort under denna
fest sporra oss till flera goda géirningar for
Herren. Ma kérleken forokas, samhorighets-

kanslan stidrkas och plikttroheten tillvdxa.
Betania har dnnu mycket att gora; och dartill
kridves en vidgad syn, en foretagsamhet som
anstar ett kristligt mannamod, och en offervil-
lighet, som icke trottnar. For allt ha vi detta
stora 10fte: “Om I forbliven i mig, och mina
ord forbliva i eder, s& man I bedja om vad-
helst I viljen, och det skall vederfaras eder.”
O. H. NELSON.

History of Bethany, 1880—1925.
May' 24, 1925.
“It hath come from Jehovah of
hosts, who is wonderful in counsel
and excellent in wisdom. Is. 28.29.

In writing a history of this congregation we
are mindful of the fact that it is a divine in-
stitution, that Christ is its head and Lord,
and that His plans work out either quickly or
more slowly. The events receive their special
significance because they come from Jehovah
of hosts, whether we see it or not, and they
will all resound to His glory and honor. He
is ‘'wonderful in counsel and excellent in wis-
dom.

In the last issue of HErRDE-ROSTEN (The Shep-
herd’s Voice) I referred to the beginnings of
church work in Chicago and the increase of
population in the town of Hyde Park and in
South Chicago. Between 1870 and 1880 the
population had increased from 3,644 to 15,724
and in the latter year South Chicago had a
population of 1,962 people. Of these there was
a considerable number of Lutherans. The first
Lutherans were ‘German and : settled in this
neighborhood as early as 1861. During a num-
ber of years the German Lutherans received
spiritual attention of Rev. Beyer and Dobei-
lein, and in 1873 the First Ev. Luth. congrega-
tion of South Chicago was organized, which
later became the Immanuel Church on Houston
Avenue. In January, 1874, that congregation
had 190 souls.

The Swedish Lutherans were coming in at
this time. They were strong in Englewood
and further north, and had established the
Salem congregation in 1868 and the Bethlehem
congregation in 1875. By then South Chicago
was sometimes referred to as belonging to “the
ends of the world.” Nor was this place in-
viting, because at times a large part of it lay
under water., We can scarcely realize the
physical condition of South Chicago at that
time. In spite of that there were those, like
Rev. Boman of the Salem Church, who came
out occasionally and preached the gospel to
our people. And Swedes in this community
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went to Salem and later also to Bethlehem.
At times some would attend services at the
Congregational church on Brandon Avenue, or-
ganized in 1872. In the late 70’s they -cele-
brated Christmas in that church by themselves.
Once or twice Mr. Peterson and others of the
Bethlehem Church secured the same tree for
their Christmas programs.

About this time Mr. C. A. Landfors, a lay
preacher, came and urged the need of a Swed-
ish Lutheran organization. Several group
meetings were held in Mr. Ola Peterson’s home
on 8937 Burley Avenue (now occupied by Mrs.
Ella Nelson and family) to discuss the matter.
And on May 30, 1880, in a school house on
100th St. on the East Side, belonging to the
German Lutheran Church, the Bethany Lu-
theran congregation was organized. Rev. A.
Challman of the La Porte District was chair-
man of the meeting and Mr. C. A. Landfors
was secretary. Twenty-eight persons signed
up as charter members. Of these four are
still with us: Mrs. Ola Peterson, Mrs. Magnus
Johnson, Mrs. Hedda Peterson and Mr. Henry
Linman. Mrs. Hedda Peterson is now close to
92 years of age. We thank God for their pres-
ence and their prayers.

In July the congregation held another meet-
ing and decided to buy six dozen chairs, six
lamps, one table and necessary church books.

It was also decided that the dues should be
$3.00 for men and $2.00 for women. A com-
mittee was appointed to find suitable lots for
a_church. They reported about lots on 87th
and Brandon, but for some reason they de-
cided in favor of the present location. History
has proven the wisdom of this choice. One lot
was donated by the Calumet-Chicago Land and
Dock Co., and the second lot was bought for
$600.00.

Services during 1880 and 1881 were conducted
chiefly by Revs. Challman, Lindell and Nebe-
lius of Bethlehem and Boman of Salem. Mr,
Landfors did the same many times. Then the
congregation voted to ask the Conference for
counsel as to how to get a church. The Con-
ference seems to have granted the young con-
gregation financial aid; and in February, 1881,
Bethany decided to call a pastor together with
the Bethlehem congregation. The pastor first
called was Rev. L. G. Abrahamson of Altona,
Ill. He declined, and a call was issued to
Student Edward Uhrbom, who was to be or-
dained that year. He was not ordained. Yet
he came upon the urgent call of our people
and served until his illness and death in Sep-
tember of that year. Rev. Engstrand, in his
excellent Anniversary Album, refers to him as

“a serious minded, orderly and capable young
man.” In passing we may may recall to our
minds the shock of the nation about the same
time, the assassination of President Garfield,
whose end also came in September.

At the meeting of June 29, 1881, the congre-
gation decided to build a church. Strange as
it may seem, the congregation did not grow
the first year, so the number was still very
small. We appreciate the more their determi-
nation to build, The church was built under
the supervision of Mr. Ola Peterson, not on
contract, but according to day’s wages, as being
the cheapest and best under the circumstances.
Mr. Peterson himself received $2.50 per day
for his work. The building operations began
August 17, 1881. Material and labor cost
$3,658.40. They met part of this with a sub-
scription of $1,936.10, a considerable sacrifice
on the part of those few members. The church
was finished in the spring of 1883 and dedi-
cated at the District Mission meeting held
here at that time. Rev. Boman did much for
Bethany in those days. He also built the pul-
pit. On his visit here in 1921 he referred to
that fact when he preached in the same pulpit.
At the annual meeting of 1882 the dues were
raised to $5.00 for men and $3.00 for women.

During the summer of that year Student A.
P. Martin came here and served the congrega-
tion for over a year with remarkable success.
No less than 125 communicants were received
that year, so that the congregation numbered
160 confirmed members and 65 children. In
June the Sunday-school was started, with Mr.
Martin as its first superintendent. The Ladies’
Aid was also organized that year. According
to the synodical records, the local expenses for
1882 were $2,205, and $55 were sent to the
Conference. This year saw also the organiza-
tion of the German Ev. Luth. Zion congrega-
tion on Burley Avenue.

During the first half of 1883 three meetings
were held for the calling of a pastor, but none
of them accepted the call. Rev. Fredrick Ne-
belius of the Bethlehem Church was vice pas-
tor at this time. A class was confirmed, prob-
ably Bethany’s first confirmation class.

These two and a half years are of special
interest. The steel mills had begun their large
business, and factories had started. People
were moving in to make their living, build
homes, and some to seek their fortune. The
saloons and other evils were conspicuous.
Churches and pastors were sorely needed. The
saving gospel of Jesus Christ was the only
thing that could help in temptations, feed the
hungry souls, guide and comfort in hours of
need.
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The year 1884 marked greater progress. In
January the congregation called Student John
Vibelius to become the pastor after his ordi-
nation. He accepted and entered upon his du-
ties in July and stayed for about three years.
Here he was married by Rev. Boman, and
Bethany rejoiced with them.

A number of interesting things can be men-
tioned. Mr. Albert Linman was elected sexton
at $75 for the year. This seems to have been a
considerable amount, for next year it was de-
cided to return to voluntary service. They
built an addition to the church for school
rooms. A furnace was installed, a balcony
built. In 1886 the dues were raised to $6 for
men and $4 for women, and this decision re-
mained in force until a few years ago, when
the weekly envelope system was introduced.
The next salaried sexton was Peter Quant, at
$100 per year. He served for several years,
later Mrs. Anna Quant and Mrs. Ella Nelson,

Rev. Vibelius resigned in 1887 to become edi-
tor of the periodical “Vart land och folk,” in
Chicago. Rev. Boman was called but declined,
Rev. Gustaf Lundahl was called on March 30,
1887. He accepted and began his 1975 years’
ministry in Bethany. Rev. Vibelius was a
pious man, had private confession before com-
munion and believed in church discipline. He
went to South Bend, Ind., and later to our
church in Joliet, Ill., where he labored until
his decease in June, 1903. His last words
were, “All is well.” The conference president
later spoke of him in his report as “A zealous
worker.” Mrs. Vibelius is still making her
home in Joliet.

As the first seven years of a child are of
special and lasting importance, so with a con-
gregation. We have purposely dwelt at length
on the beginnings and early years of Bethany,
for the special benefit of our younger genera-
tion, to show that this congregation was es-
tablished on a solid foundation, on Jesus Christ
and His holy and blessed Word.

Rev. Lundahl came here at the age of forty-
four years, with several years of pastoral ex-
perience and with rare vigor. He was called
at $800, Christmas offering, but no house. The
next year it was raised to $900. We wonder
wow he and his family could get along with
this, but his territory was extensive, and for
many years the perquisites from about 200
pastoral acts must have been of considerable
help. In 1888 the parsonage was built for
$1500 (the lot cost $1,300), and to begin with
the pastor paid $15.00 a month in rent for the
same. In 1890 the parsonage was included in
the salary, and in 1891, it was raised to $1,000.

The Societies were very active and the Sunday-
school increased from 40 in 1882 to 175 in 1890.
The parochial school was a big thing in those
early years. At the annual meeting in 1891
Bethany felt itself strong enough to entertain
the Conference at convention the following
year. But somehow their hopes were not real-
ized.

1891 is marked by the birth of the Bethesda
congregation and the building of a church the
same year. Rev. Theorell became their pastor.
Instead of any appreciable effect on the mem-
bership in Bethany, this increased by 58, and
that in spite of Rev. Lundahl’s long illness the
following winter. The women had a big auc-
tion that year and the young people bought a
piano, and in 1892 paid for the painting of the
church.

1893 was the year of the World’s Fair and
also of the devastating fire that struck South
Chicago and several of our members. The
following year the hard times came, and of
course made it hard for the trustees too. But
God crowned their efforts with success. The
congregation increased in members and the
Sunday-school reached the total of 300 chil-
dren. But in 1895 the outstanding dues
amounted to nearly $1,300. A young ladies’
society by name of Dorcas was organized. In
January 1897 it was decided to sell the parson-
age, but this was later reconsidered and de-
cided in the negative. In 1899 the church was
raised, a basement built and the church brick-
veneered and the front changed. Mr. C. O.
Danielson and Mr. O. Bergquist got the con-
tracts. The church looked like a new temple.
These improvements cost about $3,300. The
following year 1900-20 years after the organi-
zation—the interior of the church was made
very much more beautiful, and in 1901 there
was a big celebration.

This year too saw the birth of another
daughter—Tabor, to the north—which at the
first was served by Rev. Lindell of the Bethes-
da church.

We pass by the next three years as giving
us little of special interest and come to 1905.
Then the church bell was bought, costing $435
and set up free of charge by Mr. Bjurstrom.
The Sunday-school donated the altar picture.
A men’s society was organized. At the close
of the year Rev. Lundahl resigned and left in
February 1909 for Hobart, Ind.

For a number of years he has been living in
Chicago. We are glad to see the eighty-one-
year-young doctor among us in good health
and joyful spirits, also his dear wife. God
bless and strengthen them in their declining

HERDE-ROSTEN 9

yvears. Much was done during his ministry.
Now when the congregation can see his work
in the true perspective, they value it more
than ever before.

Rev. Peter Martinson of Cambridge, Ill., was
called and came in July, 1907. Before he came
improvements were made in the parsonage to
the amount of $1,800. From what we have
heard the parsonage was in a very poor condi-
tion during the last years of Rev. Lundahl’s
stay here. No wonder radical changes were
made before his successor moved in. Rev.
Martinson took a hold of the problems and
duties with a firm and steady hand. He was
a fine pastor both in the pulpit and among
the people.

In 1908 the Willing Workers’ Society was
started. A collector was elected to collect back
dues. English services were tried for a few
months. The paprish paper, Herde-Rosten, be-
gan its helpful influence in Bethany and the
community. And in 1909 the church was
again renovated, at the cost of $655. The fol-
lowing year the congregation considered buy-
ing a new pipe organ, but later decided to con-
tinue with the old organ. I understand that
Miss Hannah Johnson began that year her
long and faithful service as organist in Beth-
any. s

About this time the members began to move
from South Chicago to better and cleaner en-
vironments. This movement is still on to a
certain extent. However, there are ‘still about
100 communicants in South Chicago proper.
But half of our membership live north of
83rd street. As yet we can say, the church is
quite centrally located and may be so for
many years to come.

In 1911 the debts were reduced by $2,500, a
wonderful reduction, indeed. In 1912 the pas-
tor’s salary was raised $200. The women were
given franchise in 1913, as was their due. In
1914 Rev. Martinson was called to St. Charles,
Ill.,, and left in July, after a seven years’ fruit-
ful service in Bethany. He is now superintend-
ent of the Immanuel Home in East Boston. He
is with us in spirit and wishes Bethany well
in every way. The congregation remembers
his good wife and children with deep affection.

As his successor Rev. F. A. Engstrand of
Worcester, Mass., was chosen. He came after
many years of strenuous work in the East, and
instead of taking a vacation and rest, plunged
right into the congregational work here, espe-
cially in connection with the Anniversary Al-
bum and the thirty-fifth anniversary celebra-
tion. Before the close of 1914 the Ladies’ Art
Circle was organized. Art stained windows

were put in by the church by individuals and
societies. Mrs. Engstrand contributed much
to the musical program of the church. Rev.
Engstrand became very ill, and in spite of the
best of care by Mrs. Engstrand and our nurse,
Miss Alida Anderson, his earthly career came
to an end and he went home to his eternal rest
and reward. It was God’s will, and Mrs. Eng-
strand who is with us these days is surely
comforted in knowing that for Christ’s sake he
is now with the triumphant Church in Heav-
en, whither we all hope to go. Bethany mem-
bers cherish his memory dearly and desire to
make Mrs. Engstrand’s visit with us as happy
and helpful as possible.

After the decease of Rev. Engstrand, a stu-
dent by the name of Lindberg was called to
supply during the vacancy. In the meantime
Bethany found Student C. Emil Bergquist and
called him. He was a real contrast to Rev.
Engstrand in physique—a strong man in every
way. After he had brought his bride to South
Chicago he took a hold of the work with the
vigor and freshness of youth. We would love
to dwell on some of the accomplishments, but
they are doubtless quite fresh in your minds
and the time is somewhat limited. We shall
therefore simply enumerate them. The new
pipe organ was bought for $2,650, of which
congregation donated $800, and Mrs. John
Johnson $500 in memory of her deceased hus-
band. The dedication was a grand affair. The
present heating system in the church was in-
stalled for $1,300. Electric lights were put in
by the Art Circle. The sacristy was made in
memory of Rev. Engstrand. The debt, re-
duced considerably during Martinson’s day,
was now paid in full. The sum raised was
$3,600. The sun-parlor was built to the par-
sonage and a boiler put in. The payment of
the debt was marked with special ceremonies.
It was a day of rejoicing in Bethany.

Some change was made in regard to services
—more English was introduced. The Sunday-
school children stayed once every other month
for divine worship. The Women’s Missionary
Society was organized. Also a young men’s
Brotherhood. Bethany took an active part in
starting the Bible Institute in the district.—
Notable work was done both for the inner and
the outer life of the church. How many
wished this might continue under the able
leadership of Rev. Bergquist! But the Lord
willed otherwise. In the summer of 1919 he
was called to Minneapolis, and left with his
dear wife and daughter Laura in October. We
rejoice to have him with us at this time.

While he still was here, the present pastor
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was called, and came for the first Sunday in
Advent in 1919. The events since then, the
changes, losses and increases in membership,
improvements, missionary interest, new equip-
ment, steps toward a new parsonage, increases
in salaries, the problems and successes as well
as our shortcomings, are all quite fresh in our
minds and need not be detailed at this time.
Let some one else relate and value what we
have done or tried to do these last five years.

There has been a general progressive move-
ment in Bethany for many years, and more is
to be done.

As to the inner life of the congregation we
think it could be better. Bethany has a re-
markable history, a varied experience and
wonderful opportunities. The church is still
voung, we have a large number of young peo-
ple.

Regarding the statistics the last issue of
Herde-Rosten gives interesting data. You can
yourselves see the number of baptisms, con-
firmations, weddings, funerals, etc., during 45
years. Much information will be given on Fri-
day evening by the societies. Some of them
will later appear in our parish paper.

The chief duty and activity of the congrega-
tion is to proclaim the Gospel message, ad-
minster the Sacraments, continue in the Word
and prayer, live the Christ life. Thus we
shall have our lights so shine that men may
see our good works and glorify our Father
who is in heaven. 0. H. NELSON.

POw
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Financial Secretary’s Report.
Dues received for first quarter 1925.
(Continued)

336. Miss Eleanor E. Ohlander ......... 70
B30 VIS DVAVaI L GATE 85 oird s s s wsrsrsois 40.00
238. Mr. Ernest Newman ..............
RS9 CapltS ENelSon v e 39.00
340. Hilmer - Stone - .........ccceuuvens 10.00
286 Mra. O - AMRANEPR i by sl b
387. Mr. August Anderson .............
388. Mrs. R. Ausherman ...............
389. Mrs. Christina Bergquist ..........
390. Miss Elizabeth Bergstrom .........
391. Mrs., Inez -Henry -i....:vuvsescooss
392. Mrs. Carolina Erickson ...........
393. Miss Marie Gustafson .............
394 Mrs X Py T THanson &L i, G i
395. Mrs. Frank Jacobson .............
396. Miss Alice Johnson ...............
397. Mrs. Daniel Johnson ..............
398 Mr. ‘Ears Nelson ..ol o ok
399. Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Soderquist.....
400. Mrs. Yilma Stromwall ............ 5.00
401. Mrs. Breta Westerlund............
402. Miss Alma Peterson .............. 2.00
403. Miss Bertha Peterson :

fFokal . .. $1,009.30
OSCAR H. SWANSON,
Financial Secretary.

Tack
for det stora offer som upptogs paskdagen.
Jag vill pd detta sdtt hembédra mitt innerliga
tack. I anseende till hogtidsfirande den da-
gen var det i sanning ett rikligt offer, och tac-
kar jag igen darfor, for vélvilja och deltagande.
Eder tillgivne ANDREW ANDERSON.

o0
>

Byn Betania.

Bibliska namn ha sin betydelse. Har &ro
nigra namn, sammansatta av Bet, fran beyith,
som betyder hus. Bethel betyder Guds hus;
Bethlehem, brodhus; Betesda, barmhirtighets-
hus; Betsaida, fiskarehus; Betfage, fikonhus.
Betania har man givit olika betydelser, sdle-
des siges det betyda dadelhus pad grund av
palmtriden, som di funnos dir; en annan be-
tydelse ar hus for den fattige och fortryckte,
Edersheim hirleder namnet frdn Beth-Oniyah
(==house of shipping); det fanns nidmligen ett
annat Betania ndra Jordan, dir Johannes dop-
te (Joh. 1: 28); och dar fraktades gods over
floden. Vi veta alltsd icke bestidmt vad detta
namn betyder ursprungligen. Men tilldragel-
serna, som dro forbundna med de tva stillena,
Betania, dro av vida storre betydelse. Detta
skona namn har man givit 4t forsamlingar,
barnhem, unga kvinnors hem, skolor och hos-
pital.

Betanias ldge ar detsamma nu, men byn
sjalv 4r en annan, El Azarije, som den nu kal-
las, pAminner om det stora underverket med
Lasarus och det hem, dar Jesus gistade. (Ara-
berna ha dndrat L till El, som betyder by eller
ort). Den ar nu en eldndig, forfallen arabby
med ett fyrtiotal hus, liknande stenrdsen, upp-
tornade ovanfér varandra samt bebodda av
en smutsig och utfattig befolkning, alla mu-

Ida Linn Cooley, Soprano
So. Side Conservatory
92d St. and Houston Ave. Tel. So. Chi. 1183
Res. 8923 Exchange Ave. Tel. So. Chi. 3051

Dr. Yngve Joranson

Svensk Likare och Kirurg
KONTOR:
755 E. 75th St. Tel. Stewart 1051
Kl. 3—5 e. m. utom méndag och fredag.
Kl 7—9 e. m, mén@ag, torsdag och lordag.
BOSTAD:
126 E. 73rd St. Tel. Stewart 0045
Sondagar: enligt 6verenskommelse.
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hammedaner och oférskdmda tiggare. Den ar
nu icke alls lik det Betania, dir Lasarus och
hans systrar bodde. Den var d&, utan tvivel,
en skon palmbeskuggad och fridfull by, be-
bodd av vdlmiende och beskedligt folk. Palm-
traden i Palestina bliva 60, ja, dnda till 80
fot hoga. Léget adr synnerligen fortjusande,
endast 20 minuters vidg ifrin Jerusalem och.
i en histskoformig dal pd Ostra sluttningen
av Oljeberget. Omkransad av oljetrdd, av-

skild fran viarlden, tyst och stilla, en bild av
segerfriheten, betyder den for oss: andakt, in-
vigning, fortrolig vila. (Nordlander).

Icke underligt att Frilsaren trivdes si vil
hir. Sedan han under dagens lopp i Jerusa-
lem fatt lida gensigelser, skymf och hin, drog
han sig undan hit om aftonen och vederkvick-
te sig i det fortroliga umginget med de tre
kédra vdnnerna diar, Maria, Marta och Lasarus.

O. H. N.

STRAUBE Pianos

E. R. Jacobson, President

FROM FACTORY TO HOME “Sing Their Own Praise” PAYMENTS TO SUIT
Also Headquarters for Victor “Uictrolas and Edison Disc Phonographs
STRAUBE PIANO COMPANY
“THE HOUSE OF QUALITY”

C. H. J. Thotby, Treasurer
Factory: HAMMOND, INDIANA

and Player Pianos

J. F, Jacobson, Secretary

39% on Savings

CALUMET NATIONAL BANK

9117 Commercial Avenue .
- Safe Deposit Vault Boxes $3.00

BACON FURNITURE CO.

9138-40 COMMERCIAL AVENUE
WE FURNISH THE HOME COMPLETE

REASONABLE PRICES AND TERMS TO SUIT CUSTOMER.

BRUNSWICK RADIOLAS & RECORDS
PHONE SO. CHICAGO 0272 ;

Phone Normal 5022

C. J. Erickson

5845 S. HALSTED ST.

(Not Inc.)

Res. Phone Stewert 3902

Plumbing Co.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

7467 EXCHANGE AVE.

BERGQUIST BROS.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS AND BUILDERS

: Ofﬁce' Phone
South Shore 1653
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9120 Commetrcial Avenue

If You Hawe Beauty, Let Us Take It
If You Have None, Let Us Make It

THE ]J. ]J. FEIN STUDIOS

Tel. South Chicago 1967

Phone So. Chicago 1414 Res., Mid. 8865

ALFRED JONES
Plumbing & Sewerage

3025 E. 91st. St. So. Chicago

Phone So. Chicago 493

CALUMET DAIRY CO.
8131 49 Exchange Ave.

Wholesale & Retail Dealers in Pasteurized
MILK AND CREAM

CARL V. BERGSTROM

Watches - Clocks - Jewelry - Silverware
10112 Ewing Avenue, Chicago
Telephone So. Chicago 2632

So. Chicago Laundry Co.
3013 E. Ninety-First Street.

Telephone South Chicago 880

MORWOOD GRILL and COFFEE SHOP
BEST COFFEE IN TOWN

9141 Commercial Avenue

CATEMAS BROS. Phone So. Chicago 1559

Tel. So. Chicago 211 Notary Public

John E. Nelson

Successor to GRONLUND

" Real Estate, Loans, Renting & Ins.

2871 East 79th Street

HARDWARE

A. C. FONG

Locksmith and General Repairing

9505 Commercial Ave. So. Chicago

Telephone So. Chicago 2875

ANDREW RINGMAN

Real Estate, Loans and Insurance

991 Ewing Ave. So. Chicago

- Skandinaviska Sjuk- och Begraf-

ingshjilpforeni Betani
ningshjalptoreningen betania
(Inkorporerad under staten Illinois lagar)

Utlofvar $6.00 sjukhjidlp i veckan under tolf veckor

samt Begrafningshjidlp vid medlems d&d.
Afgift for medlemmar ar:

ntridesafgift $2; Manadsafgift $.50; Begrafningsafgift $1

Foreningen sammantrédder i Bethania-kyrkans skol
sal fjirde tisdagskvillen i hvarje manad.

Anmilning for intrdde i foreningen kan ske genom
nagon af dess medlemmar eller Ambetsman.
Alfred Young,dir. ordf C. A. Gustafson. sekr
7743 Marquette Ave. 9239 Philips Ave

9912 EWING AVE.

Kronan Building & Loan Association

Hundreds of thousands >f dollars have been saved by the
Swedes of So. Chicago and the East side thelast 31 years,
by saving in the Kronan Building & Loan Association.
Take some shares now, each share $1.00 a month.

CHICAGO, ILL.

PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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