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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES
1924

OFFICERS

President, Edward L. Jarl
Residence, 4414 Malden Street
Office, State Bank of Chicago
Telephone, State 5200

Vice-President, Chas, H. Rosberg
Residence, 2705 Sunnyside Avenue
Office, 656 N. Kedzie Avenue
Telephone, Nevada 0050

Secretary, Rudolph W. N. West
Residence, 3917 Dakin Street
Office, 2911 N. Sacramento Avenue
Telephone, Belmont 7951

Financial Secretary, Eric Hanson
Residence, 1443 Summerdale Avenue
Office, Builders & Merchants State Bank
Telephone, Sunnyside 9200

Treasurer, John P. Friedlund
Residence, 506 Roscoe Street
Office, 79 W. Monroe Street
Telephone, Randolph 1013

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman, John A. Anderson
Residence, 5110 Kenmore Avenue
Office, 302 West Lake Street
Telephone, Main 2697

Axel Blomfeldt Mrs. Chas. W. Nelson
Mrs. Emma Carlson Chas. S. Peterson
John P. Friedlund Chas. H. Rosberg
Eric Hanson Henry Schreil
Edward L. Jarl Mrs. Pella Stenberg
Albin Johnson Oscar Strandberg
Nils J. Lindskoog Mrs. Ida Vennerlund

Rudolph W. N. West

Erik G. Westman, Director of Publicity
208 N. Wells Street
Telephone, Franklin 0337

Anna Johanson, Matron

John A. Christenson, M. D.
3179 N. Clark Street
Examining Physician

Harry T. Swanson, M, D.

Evanston, Ill.
Resident Physician

COMMITTEES
Building and Grounds
Nils J. Lindskoog, Chairman Chas. H. Rosberg
Mrs. Ida Vennerlund
Supplies
Axel Blomfeldt, Chairman Mrs, Chas. W, Nelson

Albin Johnson
Investigation
Henry Schreil, Chairman Mrs. Pella Stenberg
Mrs. Emma Carlson
Trustees of the Endowment Fund, 1924 ]
Edw. C. Westman John P. Friedlund Aaron Miller
Edw. L, Jarl John A, Anderson
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES
1923

OFFICERS

President, John A. Anderson
Residence, 5110 Kenmore Avenue
Telephone, Ravenswood 2274
Office, 302 West Lake Street
Telephone, Main 2697

Vice-President, Edward L. Jarl
Residence, 4414 Malden Street
Office, State Bank of Chicago
Telephone, State 5200

Secretary, Rudolph W. N. West
Residence, 3917 Dakin Street

Telephone, Irving 2185

Office, 2911 N. Sacramento Avenue
Telephone, Belmont 7951

Financial Secretary, Eric Hanson
Residence, 1443 Summerdale Avenue
Office, Builders & Merchants State Bank
Telephone, Sunnyside 9200

Treasurer, John P, Friedlund
Residence, 506 Roscoe Street
Office, 79 'W. Monroe Street
Telephone, Randolph 1013

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chas, S. Peterson, Chairman
Residence, 1450 Lake Shore Drive

John A. Anderson Edwin O. Hult

Axel Blomfeldt Edward L. Jarl

Mrs. Emma Carlson Chas, A. Kropp

Mrs. Anna Drezén Nils J. Lindskoog
John E. Ericsson Mrs. Chas. W. Nelson
John P. Friedlund Mrs, Hilma Seaberg
Eric Hanson Henry Schreil

Nels M. Hokanson Rudolph W. N. West

Erik G. Westman, Director of Publicity
208 N, Wells Street

Anna Johanson, Matron

COMMITTEES

Building and Grounds

John E. Ericsson, Chairman Nils J. Lindskoog
Mrs. Hilma Seaberg
Supplies
Mrs. Chas, W. Nelson, Chairman Mrs. Emma Carlson

Axel Blomfeldt

Investigation

Henry Schreil, Chairman Edwin O. Hult
Mrs. Anna Drezén

Trustees of the Endowment Fund, 1923

Edw. C. Westman John P. Friedlund Aaron Miller
John A. Anderson C. S. Peterson
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES
1922

OFFICERS

President, Chas. S, Peterson,
Residence, 1450 Lake Shore Drive.

Vice-President, N. H. Hultin,

Office, 3176 N. Clark Street,
Telephone, Lake View 0534.

Secretary, Eric Lundgren,

Residence, 5256 N. Paulina Street
Telephone, Ravenswood 6998.
Financial Secretary, Edward L. Jarl,

4414 Malden Street,
Office, State Bank of Chicago,
Telephone, State 5200.

Treasurer, John P. Friedlund,
Residence, 506 Roscoe Street,
Oftice, 79 W. Monroe Street,
Telephone, Randolph 1013,

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Nels M. Hokanson, Chairman

Hermann Olson Chas. A. Kropp
Chas. S. Peterson C. P. Anderson
John E, Ericsson N. H. Hultin
Edwin O. Hult Dr. Olga Gustafson
Knute Rylander Mrs. Hilma Seaberg
Henry Schreil Eric Lundgren

Mrs. Anna Drezén Edward L. Jarl

Mrs. Hulda Dahlgren John P. Friedlund

Erik G. Westman, Director of Publicity
208 N. Wells Street

Anna Johanson, Matron

COMMITTEES

Building and Grounds ’
John E. Ericsson, Chairman Chas. A, Kropp
Mrs. Anna Drezén
Supplies
John P. Friedlund, Chairman Hermann Olson
Mrs. Hulda Dahlgren
Investigation
Edwin O. Hult, Chairman Henry Schreil
Mrs. Hilma Seaberg
Trustees of the Endowment Fund, 1922

Edw, C. Westman John P. Friedlund Aaron Miller
C. S. Peterson ’ Nels M. Hokanson
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EDWARD L. JARL
President, 1924

THE HISTORY OF THE SWEDISH SOCIETIES’
OLD PEOPLE’S HOME

The thought of providing a home for needy aged Swedes
in Chicago was born at the time of the World’s Fair, and
the history of the Home is a story of 30 years of hard and
incessant work.

Before there was an institution in Chicago to care for
aged Swedish Americans, the Swedish Societies’ Central
Association of Chicago, organized in 1894, had acted as
the dispenser of Charity among needy countrymen, the first
President of the Association being George S. Oleson. One of
the first institutions to benefit by the activities of that or-
ganization was the Old People’s Home in Bowmanville,
which from a concert in the Auditorium in 1894, netting
about $1,200, a rather considerable sum in those days, re-
ceived as its share $539. The need of an independent, non--
sectarian institution in Chicago to provide a haven of rest
to aged Swedish Americans became more and more ap-
parent, however, and in 1896 the Association decided to
create a building fund for that purpose by setting aside
45 per cent. of the earnings of all benefit performances,
arranged by or through the organization.

In November, 1898, a committee was appointed to select
a location for such a Home, and in March, 1899, the same
committee recommended to the Association the purchase
of an improved property in Park Ridge, Illinois, which re-
commendation was accepted and the purchase was consum-
mated. The price of the property was $4,500 of which
$2,000 was paid in cash and the balance secured by
mortgage.
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JOHN A. ANDERSON
President, 1923

The first board of trustees of that home, 12 members,
was elected in May, 1900, and in October of the same
year the institution was dedicated and ready for its guests
after untold efforts incident to the repairing, remodelling
and furnishing of the building. Although far from being
palatial in appearance the institution was very attractive
and comfortable and even in that day a genuine effort
was made to create that homelike atmosphere, for which the
present institution at Evanston has become noted.

The first person to be admitted was Peter Jonas Hult,
born in Girda, Smiland, on January 2, 1820. He was ad-
mitted in December, 1900, and stayed there till his death,
which occurred in 1907. The second application to receive
favorable action was that of Johan Axel Hallgren, born
September 20, 1840, in Ostra Grive, Skdne, Sweden, who
entered the Home in November, 1901. Glancing over his
application for admittance the eye is attracted to the
following lines: “I assign to said home all that is in my
possession, amounting to $2.75, and do not know of any
more money coming to me.” One case, proving the need
of the institution.

Many of those who entered the Park Ridge Home are
still being cared for by the Association at the Home in
Evanston and among them are Mrs. Bertha Christina Jan-
son, born in JonkGping, Sweden, May 25, 1340, and ad-
mitted to the institution in July, 1906.

For several years the Park Ridge Home cared for
nine old Swedes, but as the years went by additional ap-
plicants were accepted and finally it became evident that
larger quarters must be provided. Just about that time
the Association had been reorganized or rather recon-
stituted.

As the times gradually improved after the panicky days
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CHARLES S. PETERSON
President, 1922

of 1893, the Association found less occasion for charity in
a general way among the Swedish Americans, for which
purpose it had primarily been organized, and finally prac-
tically all its activities were centered on the Old People’s
Home at Park Ridge. Reconstruction came under discus-
sion, was brought about and the name of the organization
changed in 1907 to The Swedish Societies’ Old People’s
Home Association, the membership being composed of dele-
gates from various Swedish lodges and societies who make
annual contributions, and by individuals, paying 5.00 for an-
nual or $50.00 for life membership. On April 14, 1905, the
final payment was made on the mortgage and the Home was
free of debt, but the capacity of the institution was now
sorely taxed and in 1907 with 22 old folks being cared
for, many applicants waiting for admittance and no im-
mediate prospects of being able to grant their requests, the
first step was taken to solve the problem. A banquet was
held on June 15th of that year at the Grand Pacific Hotel,
where the matter was presented to over one hundred re-
presentative Swedish people. Later the Association ar-
ranged a bazaar which was held in October, 1908, Albert
Swanson serving as chairman. This bazaar netted nearly
$10,000, which brought the desired extension within the
range of possibility and a committee of twenty-two was ap-
pointed to devise ways and means.

This Committee recommended selling the Park Ridge
property and purchasing larger grounds, which recom-
mendation was concurred in by the Association and a sale
was accordingly made on February 2, 1909, for $8,500.00.
This together with the fund realized from the bazaar,
made a sum of approximately $18,000.00 wherewith to con-
struct a new Home.

After much deliberation and investigation the com-
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