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TWO LOCATIONS

Chicago and Park Ridge facilities are conveniently
situated with ample parking. Both locations
are staffed by dedicated Nelson personnel.

Nplﬁn FUNERAL

HOME

TALCOTT and CUMBERLAND * PARK RIDGE, IL 60068 « 823-5122
ASHLAND and FOSTER ¢ CHICAGO, IL 60640 « 561-5147

HAROLD G. EKMAN, FUNERAL DIRECTOR

NORTH SIDE FEDERAL
Savings and Loan Association
OF CHICAGO

5157 North Clark Street at Foster Avenue
Phone: 561-7051

JEWELER

Tom Nordling

5249 N. CLARK: ST., PHONE LO 1-9526, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Sixty Years In Sports

IT WAS on May 20, 1926 — sixty years ago — that seven young
Swedes got together to form an athletic club, known first as the Liber-
ty Ball Club. Their first acquisition was a soccer ball in order to
engage in their favorite sport, not realizing at the time that they were
laying the foundation for an athletic organization that would be
recognized nationwide as the Viking Athletic Association. The group
grew into four soccer teams and 150 members by 1928. Meetings were
held in a haphazard fashion at any place available, but mostly at the
home of Mrs. Theresa Strand, aunt of Viking’s popular, ten-time
president Ivar Strand.

Finally, in August, 1927, the group rented meeting quarters at 1706
Foster Avenue. In the first year of soccer play they landed on top in
the fourth division. Gaining members and players as weeks went by,
they fielded teams in the first, third and fourth divisions.

In 1928 a strong bowling team was added which was successful in
adding trophies, also a gymnastic troupe was organized which put on
exhibitions.

The year 1929 was a boom to the club, when the ladies formed an
auxiliary to be known as the Girls of Viking Athletic Association. This
group has throughout the years given loyal support in all ventures
undertaken by the Association.

On June 6, 1930, the club changed its name to Viking Athietic
Association, with soccer teams in the first, second and third divisions.

Year 1931 was the start of the Great Depression, causing a great loss
to the club via club dues, collections and poor attendance at club func-
tions. To top it off we were evicted from our club rooms at 1706
Foster Avenue. But determination and fortitude held forth to hold the
membership together. For several seasons meetings were held
wherever possible. And to top it all off, the soccer team ended up in
last place.

On July 15, 1934, with the Swedish All-Stars vs. the Italian All-
Stars (the Swedish All-Stars were all Vikings except one) the Thomp-
son Trophy was won, and confidence was restored for the 1934-35
season, with the first and reserve teams taking the League titles.

In 1935 the Vikings took major and reserve division titles with the
following players: Walter Norell, Jocke Johansson, Kurt Dahlen,
Roland Beckman, Herbert Hawkinson, Helge Carlberg, Nels
Brostrom, Folke Swanson, Hans Jensen, Nels Dahlquist, Einar Lind-
quist, Allan Lindstrand, John Swanson, Fritz Peterson, Fred Gran-
quist, Sture Fors, John Granquist, Walter Peterson, Rudy Nystrom,
Martin Erickson, Rudolph Peterson and Knut Magnuson.




Our present location was purchased and remodeled in 1940, with
Lars Norman, being about the only one with a steady job, having to
guarantee the mortgage. But with the Depression fading away, the
mortgage was soon paid off. In the meantime our sports teams were
gaining trophies in soccer, softball, golf, basketball and chess.

The 1945 major and state champions were Jimmy McDermott, Erne
Kuehl, Steve Wisniewski, Hans Jensen, Borje Myllenberg, Nels
Brostrom, Bill List, Kenneth Anderson, Einar Lindquist, Mons
Sebby, Al O’Hare, Jocke Johansson (manager) and Ivar Abrahamson
(trainer). Club president, Eric Haggberg; secretary, Nels Dahlquist.

In 1946 the Open Cup champions were Jock Johansson (manager),
Andrew Hritz, Dick Arends, Steve Wisniewski, Nels Brostrom, Dan-
ny Dawson, Jimmy McDermott, Erne Kuehl, Jeff Coombes, Mons
Sebby, Bill List, Einar Lindquist, Johnnie O’Boyle, Harry Phillips,
Hans Jensen (captain), George Nemchik, Roscoe Anderson and Ivar
Abrahamson (trainer). Club president, Elmer Stey; secretary, Nels
Dahlquist.

It was also the year the softball players won 20 of 23 games played
and the basket tossers took first place in the YMCA league.

The year 1947 was a bad one for soccer and softball, with the teams
fighting to stay out of the cellar. It was in 1947 that the Viking A.A.
golfers got started, and they have been screaming ‘‘fore’’ on various
golf courses ever since. Club championships have been won by many
members; however, Don McLean and Bert Peterson are tied with
three club championships. Holes in one, a scarce commodity, have
been shot by Bob (‘“Curly’’) Stieren, Ken Nye and Hjalmar (‘‘Red’’)
Kallman.

In 1948 the Vikings fought the Polish Americans for the league title,
winning by a 2-1 score in a hard fought battle. They also won the
Hines Veterans Hospital seven-a-side, beating Necaxa in the final
game 1-0.

In the late 40°s and early 50’s Viking A.A., with the Swedish-
Americans and Linnea, sponsored teams from Sweden, touring
American and Canadian cities. In 1948 it was Djurgdrden
(Stockholm), 1949 Goteborg, 1950 Jonkoping, and 1951 A.LK.
(Stockholm). About the best soccer game ever played in the city of
Chicago was the contest between Jonkoping and Manchester United
(England), ending in a 3-1 victory for the Swedes.

The 1949 Reserve Team, with Walter Norell as manager, played 14
league games, 6 exhibitions and 2 play-off tilts. They won 17, tied 2,
lost 3, with 72 goals for and 19 against.

In 1950 indoor soccer was presented to the public at the Chicago
Avenue Armory, televised and narrated by Joe Wilson and Jack
Brickhouse. Our team took the honors with a 19 point total and a goal
record of 29-9. They were also presented with a special trophy for
displaying the best sportsmanship.

In 1953, under the leadership of Dr. Kenneth G. Sjoquist, the by-
laws were changed to allow non-Scandinavians to hold elective offices
in the club.

By 1958, with Steve Svenonius serving as president, a committee
was formed to sell $100 bonds to finance an addition to our
clubrooms. A total of $21,900 was sold to the membership and a few
outsiders. In order to pay back the bond issue in a stated period of 10
years, ‘‘The Builder” fund was started. The bonds were redeemed in
five years. About $7,000 of the total payback was donated by the club
to the bond committee.

In 1959 the soccer team finished last in the Major League and thus
was demoted to the First Division. During the sixties the team had a
few good years in the First Division, finishing as high as third place.
During this period Jimmy McDermott became active again, managing
the first team for a few seasons. This was an inspiration to the team,
but it still became more and more difficult to keep our place in the
First Division.

After demotion to the Second Division in 1965 we bounced back
quickly, barely being nosed out of the first year and winning the Se-
cond Division title in 1967 with Mike Baran as manager. However, we
did not have the caliber of players to stay up in the First Division for
long. The early seventies were difficult times after losing a substantail
number of players who formed in their own club. Through all these
difficult times we had our bright moments, occasionally upsetting a
top team in cup games and generally doing fairly well in summer tour-
naments,

The Viking A.A. has sponsored the ‘‘Pro”’ bowling team since
1969. They have competed in the Chicago All-Star League and
Master’s Traveling League. Notable achievements were second place
in the City TournamHnt in 1971 and fourth place in the same tourna-
ment in 1973.

In 1973 we merged our soccer team with the Mustangs, who were
struggling in the First Division. With the infusion of new players a
fairly respectable team was formed, finishing as high as third in 1975.
As second team has been playing in the Great Lakes Leauge, con-
sisting of young players from the Northbrook area and augmented by
a few of our veterans.

In the seventies we also resumed an active juvenile program, which
had been neglected for many years. The job of managing the kids’
program has been fraught with many difficulties due to wide disper-
sion of players all over the city and suburbs and lack of sufficient
parent involvement. A few dedicated members have had to do most of
the work. Among those we must give special thanks to Kenneth Nye
who, almost singlehandedly, started the program and has been very
active since then.




During the eighties the Vikings were rejuvenated by the infusion of
suburban high schools, they have risen to a respectable level in the
Major Division of the Metropolitan Soccer League, founded in 1981,
They have been contenders both indoors and outdoors and have con-
tributed top players to the Metropolitan Soccer League All-Star team,
but so far a championship has eluded them. They have also been fairly
successful in U.S. Amateur Cup play, reaching the Illinois finals for
the last three years, but once again stopped short.

The first team manager for the last three years has been Jim Duffy,
a top player during or lean years in the seventies. The Reserves are be-
ing managed by Paul Kennan, a top player until recent injuries have
forced him into at least temporary retirement.

* k%

AS WE LOOK BACK on our sixty years in sports, we certainly had
our greatest moments of glory in the first twenty-five years. There are
a lot of factors why the present era is so much more difficult. One of
the main reasons is probably the lack of the neighborhood closeness of
the old days, with many members and players living far away from the
club and having many other interests and responsibilities. The poten-
tial for the future is still good, but it will require a wider participation
and interest from the membership. We must attract more inviduals
who are willing to work for our sports program. We can’t count on
the old war horses to continue carrying the load forever.

SCANDINAVIAN
SKI SHOP

The Complete Downhill & X-Country
Ski Fashion Center
22 Years of Serving the North Shore

e All Major Brands in Equipment and Clothing
e Buy in the Morning — Ski at Night
e COMPLETE SERVICE DEPARTMENT
e X-Country Ski Rentals
e Downhill Ski Rentals

729-0550
1621 Waukegan Road
Glenview, lllinois
OPEN YEAR ROUND STRICTLY AS A SKI SHOP

Happy ‘‘60th’’ Birthday

DARWIN (RINGO) RINGQUIST
JOHN TUCKER
BERTIL ZETTERWALL

Best Wishes! ELECTRICAL
Schwaben Athletic Club e
1926 - 1986

CARPENTRY
Repairs and Renovations

Meetings Every 2nd and 4th Friday
At Our New Clubhouse
— SCHWABEN CENTER —
Weiland Road
Buffalo Grove, Illinois
PETER DEFORT CHRISTA GEHARD
President 253-4696 Secretary 381-8208
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

FREE ESTIMATES

1737 W. RASCHER
CHICAGO, IL 60640
312/275-7932

RICHARD BOLLIG




Viking Athletic Association
5434 North Ashland Avenue e Chicago, Illinois 60640
Telephone: 784-9239
Business Meetings: 1st and 3rd Fridays

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 1986

Prasldent ;| o S TR SRR GRET T Ra James E. Diesing
EiEstivVice Presidents: o . o o Kenneth Nye
Second Vice President....................... Joseph R. Godlewski, Jr.
Recording Secretany:iai T skl e s taE M oI Gerald Licko
reasUrer :sunitmapitiiniee o Bt hmeain bl b med Jack Lowell
DITECTOT e i e e e S Rl 5 st e Theodor Pilgrim
DIreCtOr <& i P L PR R TR 2 e Joe Jacobson
DIFBCIORs St s ion s £ i s e ssbieeiin Kenneth W. Johnson
S8IaBANt A AT e S William Bettin

ABRAHAMSON, Richard — L-185

1540 Florence Avenue

Enumclaw, WA 90822
AMAN, Charles

2237 W. Giddings

Chicago, IL60625............ 275-3685
ANDERSON, Nels — L-358

82nd Street, Route 2, Box 21

Salem, WI 53168
ANDREASON, Klaus — L-115

1427 W. Berwyn

Chicago, IL60640 . ........... 334-6568
ANDREWS, Phillip — 1396

6146 N. Ravenswood

Chicago, IL 60660
ARCHBOLD, Gerard — 1347

4425 N. Damen Avenue

Chicago, IL60625............ 561-8286
ASPLUND, Claus — 1201

1625 Hollywood

Chicago, IL60640 . ........... 271-8922
BAILEY, Michael — 1316

4742 N. Talman

Chicago, IL60625............ 989-8212
BAKER, Walter — L-824

5512 N. Central

Chicago, IL60630............ 763-0918
BARRE, Ronald — 1389

6331 N. Lakewood

Chicago, IL 60660
BEDNAR, Gregory

5535 N. Clark

Chicago, IL60640............ 334-8798
BEDNAR, George — 1372

5355 N. Clark

Chicago, IL60640 . ........... 334-8798

BERGSTROM, Gosta — 1050

5641 N. Kilbourn

Chicago, 1160646 ............ 565-5686
BERQUIST, Frans — L-358

4229 N. Keystone

Chicago, IL60641............ 261-3440
BERQUIST, Gosta — 1133

1956 W. Summerdale

Chicago, IL60640 . ........... 275-3416
BERQUIST, Paul —1148

5050 Brummel

Skokie, IL 60076
BETTIN, Robert — 1100

3704 N. Keeler

Chicago, IL60641............ 736-0587
BETTIN, William — 1141

3704 N. Keeler

Chicago, IL60641............ 736-0587

BEZAZIAN, John — 1281

5555 N. Sheridan Road

Chicago, IL 60640 . . ..ext.2239 561-8500
BITE, Andris — 1029

29 W. 105 Geneva Road

West Chicago, 160185 ........ 231-1693
BLADE, Hjalmer — 1285

7110 W. Cullom

Norridge, IL60634 ........... 457-1187

BOLLIG, Richard — 1240

1737 W. Rascher

Chicago, IL60640............ 275-7932
BOLLMAN, Olof — L-859
BRODERSEN, Ernest L. — L-900

6049 N. Talman

Chicago, IL60659............ 271-7271
BURMAN, Roland — L-713

8031 N. Kenneth

Skokie, IL60076............. 677-0512
CAHILL, John J. — 1328

2637 N. Melvina

Chicago, IL60639............ 622-3493
CAMPBELL, John — 1317

2218 W. Thome

Chicago, IL60660 . ........... 274-9703
CARLSEN, Daniel — 1236

5310 N. Glenwood

Chicago, IL60640 .. .......... 989-4596
CARLSON, Arthur — L-548

3832 N. Troy

Chicago, IL60618............ 463-7083

CARLSON, Gordon — L-751

3816 N. Newcastle

Chicago, IL60634 ............ 282-2320
CARLSON, Robert L. — 1373

6350 N. Hermitage

Chicago, IL60660 . ........... 274-4997
COUSINO, Norman — 1385
CRAIG, Robert — 1368

6135 W. Patterson Avenue

Chicago, IL60634 . ........... 286-5216
CRAWFORD, William — L-921

‘*See Florence Crawford’’
CUSHING, Matthew

1637 W. Chase

Chicago, IL 60626
DAHLQUIST, Nels A. — L-6

171 Lill Avenue

Crystal Lake, IL 60014 ........ 459-3670
DIESING, James E. — L-986

2633 W. Carmen

Chicago, IL60625............ 647-1514
DOLAN, Anthony — 1289

303 E. Circle Drive

Prospect Heights, IL 60070. . ... 577-1109
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This archival record has been partially scanned, including covers and initial pages for
each issue. For more information about a particular issue of this publication, please
contact the Swedish American Museum Curator.
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